
Note to the Deputy Secretary-General

Secretary-General's In-depth Study on all forms of Violence against Women

1 . The Russian Federation, has objected to the inclusion of a reference to
"Chechnya/Russian Federation" as a situation of "armed conflict" in the Report of the
Secretary-General on the In-depth Study on all forms of Violence against Women. They
have objected on the grounds that there is no evidentiary basis for this categorization and
claim that Chechnya is not an example of armed conflict according to the definition of
the Geneva Convention and Additional Protocols. They have called for the issuance of a
corrigendum along the lines of the corrigendum to the Secretary-General's 2003 Report
on Children and Armed Conflict. On that occasion, the Secretary-General had in the
particular circumstances issued a corrigendum to the effect that 'the situation in
Chechnya is not an armed conflict within the meaning of the Geneva Conventions and the
Additional Protocols thereto.'

2. The delegations of Peru and Colombia have also raised objections to their
countries' being categorized as "situations of armed conflict." Collectively these
delegations are now holding up the adoption of the draft resolution on the Report in the
3rd Committee.

3. There are dissenting views within the Secretariat as to how to treat with the
concerns of the Russian Federation, et al. The Office of the Special Adviser on Gender
Issues and Advancement of Women, which Office has responsibility for preparation of
the Report, has proposed deletion of the references to all of the 15 countries mentioned in
the 'objectionable' paragraph as a way of meeting the concerns of all three delegations.
'OLA on the other hand has recommended, inter alia, that should the Russians insist on a
corrigendum that such a corrigendum should omit the reference to "Chechnya/Russian
Federation." They also suggest that issuance of the corrigendum be limited to the
Russian Federation because of the earlier precedent.

4. We have consulted extensively with the Russian delegation who has made it clear
that their preference is for the issuance of a corrigendum or some other proposal which
meets their concerns.

5. In the circumstances, we can either issue a single corrigendum as per OLA's
advice with omission of the single reference to 'Chechnya/Russian Federation' in the
relevant paragraph of the Report or we can amend the existing paragraph by deleting the
references to all 15 countries. I am of the view that the latter approach is the least
objectionable since it meets the concerns of all delegations and accordingly recommend
this for your decision.

Carlos Lopes
16 November 2006

Cc: Ms. Barcena, Mr. Ocampo, Mr. Michel, Ms. Mayanja
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