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POSTAL ADDRESS - ADRESSE POSTALE: UNITED NATIONS, N.Y. 10017 
CABLE ADDRESS - ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE: UNATIONS NEWYORK 

Dear Mr. Martini, 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

27 August 2009 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I thank you for your letter dated 
3 August 2009, co-signed by Mr. Xavier Gizard, Secretary-General of the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions ofEurope and of the Forum of Global 
Associations of Regions, inviting him to participate in the Summit of the World's 

Regions on Food Security, scheduled to take place on 18 and 19 January 2010 
in Dakar. 

Unfortunately, I must inform you that the Secretary-General will be 
unable to attend this gathering. However, given the importance of the topic to be 
discussed during the meeting, the Secretary-General has requested the Coordinator 
of the United Nations High-Level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis, 
Mr. David Nabarro, to represent him. I would be grateful if you could convey this 
response to Mr. Xavier Gizard. 

Mr. Claudio Martini 
President 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime 

Regions of Europe and Forum of 

Global Associations ofRegions 
Rennes 

Yours sincerely, 

Chef de Cabinet 
• 

\ r. I I .. I \.. ' 1• •• • • 1 I-

I • 



Note to Mr. Nabarro 

Summit of the World's Regions on Food Security 

I thank you for agreeing to represent the Secretary-General at the Summit 
of the World's Regions on Food Security, scheduled to take place in Dakar on 18 and 
19 January 20 10. 

Please find attached the relevant correspondence. 

Best regards. 

�::::� 
27 August 2009 
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Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO 
24/08/2009 11 :02 AM 

To Sebastien Lawson/NY/UNO@UNHQ 

cc Yeocheol Yoon/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Kaori 
Minami/NY/UNO@UNHQ 

bee 

Subject Fw: ONE MORE THING RE: For Advice Plse: Summit on 
food Security, to be held in Dakar Senegal on 18-19 June, 
2010 

Please see below in addition to the message I just forwarded. 
Me rei. 
-----Forwarded by Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO on 24/08/2009 11:01 AM -----

Marianne Muller 
<marianne.muller@undp.org> 

24/08/2009 04:53AM 

To Silva Bonacito <bonacito@un.org> 

cc David Nabarro <david.nabarro@undp.org>, Ellen Funch 
<ellen.funch@undp.org>, Ounfanatt Edui 
<ounfanatt.edui@undp.org> 

Subject ONE MORE THING RE: For Advice Plse: Summit on food 
Security, to be held in Dakar Senegal on 18-19 June, 2010 

The summit is on 18-19 January (not June) . . .  
Marianne 

---�-original Message----­
From: Marianne Muller 
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2009 10:14 AM 
To: 'Silva Bonacito' 
Cc: David Nabarro; Ellen Funch; Ounfanatt Edui 
Subj ect: RE: For Advice Plse: Summit on food Security, to be held in Dakar 
Senegal on 18-19 June, 2010 

Dear Silva, 

The Secretary General should not attend and can be represented by David (he 
agrees to go) . 
Warm regards 
Marianne 

Marianne Muller 
UN System Coordination (Pandemic Influenza and Food Security Crisis) 
Senior Policy Adviser and Chief of Staff 

*Room B112, IFAD, Via Paolo di Dono, 44, 00142 Rome 
Tel +39 06 5459 2611 
*Villa La Pelouse (2nd Floor) , Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Tel +41 22 917 1150 
*Room DC2-2613, 2 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 USA 
us Cell +1 646 236 1942 
CH Cell +41 78 610 2682 
E-mails marianne.muller@undp.org 

-----Original Message-----
From: Silva Bonacito [mailto:bonacito@un. org] 



Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2009 1:00AM 
To: Marianne Muller 
Subj ect: Fw: For Advice Plse: Summit on food Security, to be held in Dakar 
Senegal on 18-19 June, 2010 

Dear Marianne, 
We would be grateful for your views on the below. 
Many thanks, 
Silva 

Forwarded by Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO on 21/08/2009 07:00 PM -----

Sebastien 
Lawson/NY/UNO 

21/08/2009 06:56 
PM 

Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO®UNHQ 

Yeocheol Yoon/NY/UNO®UNHQ, Kaori 
Minami/NY/UNO®UNHQ 

To 

cc 

Subj ect 
For Advice Plse: Summit on food 
Security, to be held in Dakar 
Senegal on 18-19 June, 2010 

Dear Silva, 

The Conference of Peripheral, Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) and the Forum 
of Global Association of Regions (FOGAR) send a j oint invitation for the 
Secretary-General or his Representative to attend a Summit on food Security, 
to be held in Dakar Senegal on 18-19 June, 2010. Could SPU (and David Nabarro' 
s Office) advise whether SG should consider, or whether there should be a 
Representatve. Thank you. 

SL 

(See attached file: 29-08239 10-Aug-2009 09h55min.pdf) 

Sebastien Lawson 
Scheduling Office of the Secretary-General Executive Office of the 
Secretary-General Room S-3802 D 
Tel: +1-212 963 9530 
Fax: +1-212 963 3511 
Email: lawsons@un.org 



CONFERENCE DES REGIONS PERIPHERIQUE. 
MARITIMES D'EUROPE 

� FORUM GLOBAL DES ASSOCIATIONS DE REGIONS <r F 0 : A R 
6, rue Saint-Martin 35700 RENNES - F 

CRPM CPMR Tel. : + 33 (0)2 99 35 40 50 - Fax : + 33 (0)2 99 35 0919 
e.mail: secretariat@cr:Qm.org- web: www.crpm.org 

Ref.: CM/XG- FOGACOU090076 

Dear Mr Ban Ki-moon, 

Regions and Development 

Mr Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary General 
Office of the Secretary General 
UN Headquarters 
First Avenue at 46th Street 
New York, NY10017 
Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

Rennes, 3 August 2009 

For four years we have undertaken to mobilise the 160 CPMR Member Regions in order to actively j j 
contribute to achieving the Millennium Goals through several approaches. 

We have supported the creation and development of a worldwide network of regions for sustainable 
development (Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development, nrg4SD) which is co­
chaired by the Welsh Assembly Government and the State of Sao Paolo (Brazil) and for which the 
CPMR takes charge of the management. Together with the UNDP we contributed to the organisation 
of a World Summit of Regions of Climate Change, on 29 and 30 October 2009 in Saint-Malo, at the 
invitation of Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of Brittany. At the end of this Summit cooperation 
agreements were launched between Regions from the North and Regions from the South in order to 
foster regional development plans with low carbon intensity. In addition, on the basis of the 
conclusions of the Summit, we are actively participating in preparatory works for the Copenhagen 
Conferel}ce to ensure recognition of the role of regional and local authorities in the struggle to tackle 
climate change. 

Within the framework of a Memorandum of Understanding signed by the UNDP, we organised two 
"International Conventions for a Territorial Approach to Development", one in Marseille in March 
2007, and the other in Tangiers in May 2008, both of which brought together around 1,200 participants 
from all five continents. The aim was to promote a decentralised approach to development and to 
encourage cooperation, on this theme, between European Regions and Regions from other continents . 

. . . ; ... 



Simibrly, we jointly organised two brainstorming seminars on the role of Regions in globalisation, 
with the UNDP, the European Commission and the OECD, in the Azores in June 2006 and in Lisbon in 
December 2007. 

These works are supported by a working group of CPMR member regions which is chaired by 
Catalonia. 

As part of this initiative, in 2007 we brought together networks of Regions from all five continents: in 
March 2007 these networks adopted a "Declaration on the participation of the Regions in the 
governance of globalisation". On the basis of this, they founded the Forum of Global Associations of 
Regions (FOGAR) in Cape Town in August 2007. The Presidency and General Secretariat of FOGAR 
are, for the moment, ensured by the CPMR President and Secretary General. The aim is to see the 
gradual emergence on the international stage of an expression of regions as local public authorities 
with a view to fairer globalisation, giving development opportunities to all territories. A delegation 
from this young organisation was received by your colleagues in New York, in November 2007. 

It is in this context that, at the time of the food riots in spring 2008, we took the initiative of launching 
a project for a meeting of the World's Regions on the issue of food security. We considered it 
impossible to take part in discussions on the future of the European Common Agricultural Policy 
without taking account of the objective of feeding 9 billion human beings on the planet in 2050. We 
were encouraged in this initiative by Commissioner Louis Michel, Director General of the FAO, Mr 
Jacques Diouf, Mr Michel Barnier, then French Minister of Agriculture, and your High Level Task 
Force. This meeting will take place in Dakar, at the invitation of the President of the Republic of 
Senegal, Mr Wade, on 18 and 19 January 2010. 

Lastly, the next FOGAR General Assembly will take place in Latin America in 2010, on the topic/ / 
"Regions and the globalisation crisis". 

All information regarding these activities is available on the website: www.crpm.org. 

You will find herewith enclosed some information concerning the Dakar Summit dedicated to food 
security. We benefit from the advice of the High Level Task Force for the preparation and in the 
concrete follow-up to this meeting. Naturally we would be honoured if ou could ar_tic!rate 

ersonall , or dele ate one of our colleagues to take art on your behalf in this event. 

We would be delighted to discuss these activities and their perspectives with you if you so wish. 

Yours sincerely, 

Claudio MARTINI 
President of the CPMR and of FOGAR 
President of Tuscany 

Encs: 
CPMR-FAO Memorandum of Understanding 
FOGAR-FAO Memorandum of Understanding 

Xavier Gizard 
Secretary General of the CPMR 
and ofFOGAR 

Objectives of the Summit of the World's Regions on Food Security 
"Summit of the World's Regions on Food Security" - Draft Agenda 
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Memorandum of Understanding 

between 

the .Food and Agriculture Organizatlon of the United Nations (F AO) 

aud 

tbe Conference of Peripheral Mnritime Regions:,:Of 
Eu.-ope (CPl\.IR) 

The FbO<i and Agrrcult\.tre Organizatiotl of the' United Nation� (het�frer· referred 
to as "FAO") having its he'i;tdquarters iri Rome, Italy, and the Co:oJmcnce: of Peripheral 
Maricime Region'i> of Europe (hereafter referred · to as "CP1vfR") an o:q�anization 
representing regionnl public antht1ritiel\,, having i.ts headqt•arter$ in R�nnes, Brittany, 
Frarlcc, hereafter jointly referred to as the "the Partie$": 

Recognizing the unique contribution that regions can offer to development, in 
general, a11d the 1\'tille.nniurn DeYeloptnetlt C'n:.>als 1Q. p:\rticulnt at locnl leveL when using 
their multilateral chanuets; 

Rec;.llliug· l hat CPMR bring8 together �utmd l�O regions of Europe representing 
more than 18'0 million}Jeople from 25 ColUltJies, inside.aild outside the.European Union, 
inclu<ling regions Qf Nonh Afiic.1. , lhe Iridian Ocean, tbe Caribbean, Centr<Jl America Wld 
the AUantJc Ocean and thnt they work together to ens.ure !�at European Union 
institutions.; the Cqundl of Europe and national governments take into accou.ot their 
common interest$, and t.oopetnte·on practical ph)jects·iJ:l order to e.nbat�� .tbeir as�ets; 

Cous:ide'fjng tt1at CPMR has ·incr�asingl y felt th� n�d . to giv-e �OMiderution to 
issues out,� ide i.he European C\>lltlhdJt arid th.e E\Jrop�an U1tion thrQ'ugh; 

• the signat�u:e,. of .a ptutl\�l .<Jgree1nent ph eocwer�tion with CQDESUh (t�e 
regi<Hls of SO(l.ttte:r.� B.razi!), CRECENEA (the. provinces of IIOl'them 
A rgentlna), .·and �4ui�{ t.6 �s.tabUsh their own fo)m� of ;otgaili7..atkm, . with a 
view to c9ol.'di1iittmg their 9-ev�l{>pmeni a:nd holding di�logues with their 
�entral go�ert'lil'leiits: Zicosiir and Mercos:ur reg�ol).� Jor exarnpJe� 



• the activt role in the Msign and irnplemeJltation of Lbc Europc.au Unkm'� new 

ncighbotlrhood policy, both to the Ea..'it (wilh the Baltic Sea Commission) and 
the Southeast (Bnlkan 'Lind Black Sea Regional Commission), us well as to the 
South (lnter�Mcditerranean Commission); 

• the support to the creation. at the World Sununit on Sustainable Develop:rnertt 
(WSSD, held in Johannesburg 2004), of the Network of Regional 
Govemmen!s for Sustainable Development (Nrg4SD), to tackle the issue of 
biodiversity, climate change, sustainable developnwnt at large and the support 
to lhe; organization of the l '" \.Vorld Sununit of Regions on Climate Clwngc in 
Sajnt-Malo (Prance) from 29 to 30 October 2008; 

Considering that CPMR has extensive experience .in developing prodw.:tivt: 
platforms for cooperation between European Union institutiOn$, its .Member State� and 
the regions through successive treaties and good governance practices over che lasl 
30 years; 

Considering that FAO officially launcllt'ti ito; Dcctntraliz.ed Cooperation 
f>t,ogramme (DCP) i.n 2002 following the s.ignature of an agreement between FAO an.d 
the ftalian Ministry of Foreign Affairs w mobilize llodal, human and financial re-,<;ources 
of ftalian local auchorilies in the fight against hqnger. Since then, 28 cooperation 
agreements have be.en signed or are under negotiation with regkms and local authoritie:s 
from Belgium, PrMc.e .• Italy and Spaio for th� joint identification, fm�muJatioli and 
implemenfati:On of projects in se-Jected countries. The DCP currer\lly includes 29 projects 
at various stages of implerneniation for a total budget of approximafe:ly USD 22 miUion. 
Tbe DCP ba.� als9 receiyed support from central govenm1ent.s, non7govemmcntal 
organizadmis (NGQs) and private industry; 

The Parties ent�r 1nto the foUo'\vilig Memoranqum of Unde(stariclh1g ,(ht,reafter 
referred to as the ''IvloU") to cooper�tc as set forthl1e'rein on a non�exclusi\'e bails. 

Article 1. Scope of Cooperation 

The ParUes agree to collaborate for the purpose of: 
• fti.rtheriug the mutual knowledge of the needs, priorities and methods of work 

of the regions 111 relation to development cooperation matters and, more in 
partkullu-; agticullural development; 

• identifying, in a selected mannel', partnership!i b�_twecn regi.(ms and FAO for 
agi'iculHU'al deveJopment and {O<.xl security <\ctivities in developing count�·ies� 

• exploring the posslbili�y that CPMR aCt as a- "dearing hotiSe" for 
anaogements inv.olvi,ng PAO and the regions and standardizing FAO 
apptoaches, agreements and working method� with regions in the developed 
and developing countries (a joint procedure manual may be developed in the 
com-se of time); 

• oollabotating for the organi:uttion of expert consultations and conferences 
involving regions and other- local g�Vemments in the area of agriculrural 
development and fQ9d"'�-ecurity. 

-
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Article 2. Areas af Cooperation 

1. All activities under rhe mand»te of FAO in agriculture, fore,�try an_d Ji'l he[,i� 
could be identified fol' eooperation between FAO and CP!\.fR, Tt..'tditionally, the areas of 
FAO decemt aliz.ed cooperation in support of agricultural development and i'<xxl security 
have been: 

• urban �ind peri-urban agriculture (including micro�rdens. horticulture, school 
linked gardens. nutrition ptogr11mmes, food processing); 

• urbl;ln forestty (inc!uding integrate�! managenient Qf lhe eco�ystem, landscape 
and >''atershcxt re�ultiilg in better protectiqn ol tlle city against Ooods and 
landslides); 

• integratefJ water use rrianagertie.nt and supply, potable '"�ter, hygiene, 
sanitation and food p:rdduction, ipcluding li;v.estock feeding and irrigation; 

• strengthening · of local capadties; territorial development, management of 
pub he .tesources; 

• improvement of �gricultural productioa and productivity; 
• diversification ofcrops and agric:ultutal pro9uct'5; 
• post·farm 'activities such as food pro<;dsing, marketing t�niques, fanners' 

associatiol)s and training; 
• support to the. devell)pmem of food crops. 

In add�rion to the aforern.entioned areas. CPMR and FA.O could collaborate with 
respec't to recent developrnents and trends observed at globai level. 

2. 'One such area. could be the immediate and longer-term respOnses to be given w 
the food sccuritv crisis. In April 2008, the United Nations .established the High-Level 
Task Force on the: Global Food Crisi's (HLTF) led by the Secretary-Gt."Tteral of the United 
Nations, Bon Ki�moon with FACYs Director-Getlera.I, Jacques DiOtlf. as its Vice-Chair. 

The HLTR agreed on n Comprehensive· Framework for Action (CFA) as a uniflcd 
response to the food p1i:cc crisis and a global strategy and action plan, which was 
pre .. sented at the Surrtmit of the G.S Le01ders in July 2008 in Hokkaido. 

The CFA is rooted in a tWi:l·track !!.pproae.b.t with, Objective I being co improve 
r.cc�ss t(i food '41:1..4 riui:ii6on st;i:[ipott hfid t-al.,(e it11lil�:atejt.eps_ rQ jucr'e.ase food availability 
through 2009;. 1-'nd. with (;)bjec1:ive· 2 being't<.Hstrei�gtnen f'O�)cl aud nutrition security in the 
longer ron by addressing.. the ul14etly.ing· factors. dn\ring the food cr_isis .. 

Under Objective 1 of the CFA, FAO will foc.us on: 
(i) smallholder farmer food production boosted tluougb the USD 1.7 billion 

appeal for the initiative on Soaring Food Prices (ISFP), launched in 
December 2007; 

(i.i) trade <tlld tax. p.olicy adjusted; 
(iij) glol:mr'inf<>tmati��l and r;not1i .��Wng S:)<stems'st{engtheued 'immediately. 

Under O'Qjc.�cthte _2, tlie contributiori.) by FAO \vlll be o-n : 
(i) �m�IIholderffirmerfo�d production growth sustained; 
(ii) interhational food markets improved; 
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(iii) inteniaLional biofllel consemu:> to be developed. 

CPl\ffi and FAO may therefore cooperate Lo include regional anrl subnational 
inpms and partnerships within Lbc CFA twin-track approach (immediate and longer-term 
resp011ses) lei adjust policy initiatives and programme food facilities at national, regional 
and �ubn.ationall.evels. 

FAO will invite CPMR to meetings and expert cons�Jltaticms to voice the activiLies 
and the role that regions have in tackling the problem. 

Field b<Jsed review$ in a selected number of countries, taking advantage of the 
CPMR }mowledge of activitie.'.> o.f regions, could be undertaken to propose adjustment. 

3. Another possible additional subject for cooperation between CPr.'ffi and FAO, 
could be the suppqrt, · in eollaboration wirh organizalions, for example, the 
Inr<;rgovcrn.m�'htal Orga:nlzation for Migration (lOM), of c<)"<!evelolllllent initiatives 
originating from migrant communities in Orgrulisation for Economic Co-operatlon and 
Developi1ient (OECD) countries iii order to: 

• ider)fify agr:icullural UCtivitie;; .and productive investments in the <;Onnlries of 
origin wrth the eligagement of migrant co:inmunities. living in the host .OECD 
thr:ougl1 their acquired sk i1 L;; aTid remittance.�; 

• promote partnerships with regions in O.ECD ool:intr.ic\; tQ mobill2e human, 
financial aiid sociaf .resources also from central govemmenl.l>, NGOs and the 
private sector, to improve food security in the counnies of origin; 

Article 3. Annual Plan. of Action 

The uctlvitic.� l:o be impleme.Jlted by the Parties under thi-s MoU arc subjt.:ct to 
decisions of their-re;spec-tive governing bodies and t.heir respective applicable reguJations, 
rules, policies and proc.edmes. 

A Joint Working . Grm.1p (J\VG) will be responsible lO elaborate a first 
FAO/CPMR Atlll\JaJ Plnn of Action, containing a set of concrete initi,ativcs. 

On an indica�ive basil!, Ann\tal PJ·ans of Action ·wi11 indude activities at the 
intemalionallevet fOr e�ample, a. progJ;anmlt7 to disseminate possibilities of cooperation 
be:t\veen regio�s from t.h� de�e.loped a11d developing countrieii in the area of agricull1,1rc 
and food secut:ity. 

· 

At cotmtry I�V¢l, lht:f JWG n)fiy promote, identify and fopmll<tte initiatives- aimed 
at. involving latgely� tX!gii)hs' in the n.brtb and squth to es.taplish .<.JecentraHzed 
deveJ<;Jpmcn.t partne�ships for agricu]ttn1l.l development and food security, falling. under 
the l)N :tvu.llenniumJ)evelopment Goals_. 

The initiatives \Vill qe_ pro111ot�.d'irt priority at.cording.lo CPMR member regions' 
geographical priorities. Utrnosi efforts ·can .be made. to seek synergies with the. Emopeaa 
)Jr1ion '.s external act1tiJ1s, in�hrdmg �ot!1 neighbourhood poli�y and relations behvee,n ,the 
Europ�an Union and qth�r reg'iol1S .such a,.,·: tbe Mediterranean, Latin Am�rica. the lndia�1 
Ocelin, the Caribbci)n,-Md Sub�S.ahru:ao Africa. 
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Article 4. Administrative and .financial as[>eds 

Management and ltpecific arnmgement� for FAO/CRPM in it iariv�s sh.all be 
reflected in ad hoc agreements and determjned in accordance w·ith the respective 
regulations. rules. policies and procedures of the Parties . 

FAO/CPMR -initiatives mu�t specify eventual costs of activities and the sources of 
their- financial support. It is intended that different donors can suppot1 the initiatives, 
including donors mobilized by FAO and CPMR. specific n:;gions, the European Union 
and others. Arrangements for the fh'Hmciug of such activities shall be agreed, spec1fring 
the costs or expenses relating to the activity and how they are w be horne by the Parties 
or other d()n<>ts. 

Any resource mobilization by the Parties, in connection with lhis 1\-ioU, shalt be 
carried om in an agreement with the other Party. Tn particular, nt:ither Party �hall use the 
name or emb1¢m oflbe otbu P;'lrt)' in c<mnectioh with th1� MoU cit otherwise without the 
.express wr'ltten approvalofthe other Party. 

The,Field Progr.amme Development Service {TCt\P) of the Policy Assistance and 
Re&ources Mobilitatii:m DiVision of F AO (TCA) will he the F AO focal point for CPMR 
and the/CPMR, headquarters' secretariat wm be .the focal point for FAO. 

ArtiCle S. Prh·ileges �lid Immunities 

NQtliing in this MoU pr in any document or arrangement relat ing therero, shall be 
co�tt:Ucd as constitiuing .a viaiver of privil{;ges: or immunitie� of FAO, nor as conferring 
any priv)leges ot immnnities of f' AO w t.:RPM of lo It:; p<:lli(mncL 

Article 6. Applicable law and dispute seUlemeut 

This l\-ioU, and any document or arrangement relating thereto, shal l  be governed 
by general principl¢� of law, to tlie exclusion of lmy single national system of law. 

Any dispute, between CP1�n�- and FAO arising out of the i.nterpretarion or 
execution of this �·foU� or any clocume.nt or arrangement relating thereto. shall be senled 
by negotiation and mntual agreemenL Should CPMR and FAO be unable to re:tch an 
agreed solution o)l any qtlestjou in the dispute or on ,a mode of sett lement other than 
ai·bitration, efther Party shaH have the right to r�,quest arbin·ation in accordance with the 
At'bitratipn 'Rules of the United Nations Commis.�ion on Intemationat Trade Law 
(ONCiT�AL) currently in force.. FAO and CPMR agree to be bound by any arbitration 
award rendel'ed in accordance with this Anicle as the final adjudication of any such 
di-spute. 
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Article 7 .  Amendments, entry into fo:n�e �1nd durution 

Any amendment or add i t ion to this MoU �hall be agreed by the Parties m 
writing. 

'The present MoU, drawn up in Engl ish, sha l l  enter into force upon signature by 
both Parties . It l;baU have an initi<ll durat i011 of t11J'Cc (3)  year$, after which it .shall be 
tacitly renewed for further periods of three (3) years , under the same terms and 
conditions, unless one party communicates its withdrawal to lhe other party in writing. to 
be sent , also by facsimile or electronic mail and confirmed by registered post, at least 
three (3) months prior to the expiry of the in i tll!l duration or of any subsequent pel'iod of 
renewal .  In this event, t11e P<lrties will agree on measures tequircd for the orderly 
conclusion of ongoin:g activ ities . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the duly authorized representatives of the Parties affix 
thei r  signature� below: 

On behalf of che C6nference of Peripheral 
Agric;ulture M.-aritinie Regions ofEuropc 
(CP1-JR) 

. ... ' . . . . . . .  � . ,  . ..  · � .  - · � ·  . ...,, , _', . .. � . . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . .  ,. -� � . . .  -. . . . . . . .... . . . . .  · -

Claudio .Martini 
P:re..�idcnt of the CRP-?\·'T 
President of FOGAR 
President of the Tuscany Region 

2 3 JmN 20C� 
Date : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

On behalf of th� Food and Agricnlcute 
Organiz�ti6n of the Dni ttd Nations (FAO) 

� .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 

Jose . Sumpsi 
A?s1stant Director-General 
Techn.ical Coopcmiion Pepattmcnl 

1 rl. V \. 2 0 0 ::: 
D a te : , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Memorandum of Understanding 

between 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

and 

the Forum of Global Associations of Regions (FOGAR) 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereafter referred 
to as "FAO") having its headquarters in Rome, Italy, and the Forum of Global 
Associati ons of Regions (hereafter referred to as "FOGAR"), an organization 
representing regional publ ic authori ties, having its headquarters in Rennes, Brittany, 
France, hereafter j oint ly referred to as the "the Parties": 

Recognizing the unique contribution that regions can offer to development, in 
general, and the Mil lennium Development Goals in particular at local level , when using 
their multi lateral channels ;  

Recalling that FOGAR w as  established in M arch 2007 on  the occasion of the 
1 st International Convention for a Territori al Approach to Devel opment organized in 
Marseille,  France; 

Recallin g that on this occasion the "Declaration of the Regions on their 
participation in  the governance of globalization" was signed with the three main Jines of 
action, namely: making the voice of the regions heard in global bodies, organizing new 
ru les for strategic governance including the substate t iers and encouraging cooperation 
between member regions; 

Recalling that FOGAR is a forum of 1 7 1  geographical, thematic and cultural 
networks of regions from all continents; 

Considering that FOGAR 's work programme for 2009-20 1 0  wi l l  particularly 
focus on cl i mate change and the si tuation of food and the regions; 

1 AIRF (Association lntemationale des Regions Francophones), AEBR (Association of European Border 
Regions), CPMR (Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe), CPMR Inter-Mediterranean 
Commission, CRECENEA (Comisi6n Regional de comercio Exterior del NorEste Argentino, Norte Grande 
Argentino, IT4ALL (Network of local authorities for the information soc iety), Nonhem Forum 
(international Association of Regional Governments from the Arctic Region), Nrg4SD (Network of 
Regional Governments for Sustainable Development), OLAGI (Latin-American Organisation of 
Intennediate Governments , ZICOSUR (Integration Zone of West Central South America), Conference of 
Leaders of the European Union's Outennost Regions, Association of Regions of Burkina Paso, Assoc iation 
of Provinces of Gabon, Association for Provincial Government of Indonesia. Association of Regions of the 
lUngdom o f Morocco, Association of Regions of SenegaL 



Considering that F AO officially l aunched its Decentralized Cooperation 
Programme (DCP) in 2002 fol lowing the signature of an agreement between F AO and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy to mobil ize social , human and financial resources 
of Ita l ian local authorities in the fight against hunger. Since then, 28 cooperation 
agreements have been signed or are under negotiation with regions and local authorities 
from Belgium, France, Italy and Spain for the joint identification, formulation and 
implementation o f  projects in se lected coWltries.  The DCP currently includes 29 projects 
at various stages of implementation for a total budget of approximately USD 22 million. 
The DCP has also received support from central governments , NGOs and private 
industry; 

The Parties have entered into the following Memorandum of Understanding 
(hereafter referred to as the "MoU") to cooperate as set forth herein on a non-exclusive 
basis.  

Article 1 .  Scope of Cooperation 

The Parties agree to col laborate for the purpose of: 
• furthering the mutual knowledge of the needs, priorities and methods of work 

of the regions in relation to development cooperation matters and, more in 
particular, agricultural development ; 

• identi fying, in a selected manner, partnerships between regions and FAO for 
agricultural development and food security activities in deve lop ing countries; 

• exploring the possibili ty that the Conference o f  Peripheral Maritime Regions 
of Europe (CPMR) (and, in future, FOGAR) act as a facil itator for 
arrangements invo lving FAO and the regions and standardizing FAO 
approaches, agreements and working methods with regions in the developed 
and developing countries (a joint procedure manual may be developed in the 
course of time) ; 

• collaborating for the organization of expert consultations and con ferences 
invo lving regions and other local governments i n the area of agricultural 

development and food security. 

Article 2 .  Areas of Cooperation 

1 .  All activities under the mandate of F AO in agriculture, forestry and fi sheries 
cou ld  be i denti fi ed  for cooperation between FOGAR and FAO. Traditional ly, the areas of 
FAO d ecentra l ized cooperation in  support of agricu ltural development and food securi ty 
have been: 

• urban and peri-urban agriculture (including microgardens, horticulture,scbool 
l inked gardens, nutrition programmes, food processing) ; 

• urban forestry (including integrated management o f  the ecosystem, landscape 
and watershed, resulting in better protection of the city against floods and 
landslides) ; 

• integrated water use management and supply; potable water, hygiene, 
sanitation and food production, including l ivestock feeding and irrigation; 

• strengthening of local capacit ies, territorial development, management o f  
public resources; 

• improvement o f  agricultural production and productivity; 
• diversification of crops and agricultural products;  



• post-farm activit ies such as food processing, marketing techniques, farmers '  
associations an d  trai ning; 

• support to the development of food crops. 

In addition to the a forementioned areas, FOGAR and F AO could col laborate with 
respect to recent developments and trends observed at global leve l .  

2. One such area could be the immediate and longer-term responses to be given to 
the food security crisis .  In April 2008, the United Nations established the High-Level 
Task Force on the Global Food Crisis (HLTF) led by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, Ban Ki-moon with F AO's Director-General, Jacques Diouf, as its Vice-Chair. 

The HLTF agreed on a Comprehensive Framework for Action (CF A) as a unified 
response to the food price crisis and a global strategy and act ion plan, which w as  

presented at the Summit o f  the G8 Leaders in July 2008 in  Hokkai do . 

The CFA i s  rooted in a two-track approach, with Objective 1 being to improve 
access to food and nutrition support and take immediate steps to increase food availability 

through 2009 ; and with Obj ective 2 being to strengthen food and nutrition security in  the 
longer run by addressing the underlying factors driving the food crisis.  

Under Objective 1 of the CFA, FAO will focus on: 
(i) smallho lder farmer food production boosted through the USD 1 . 7 bil l ion 

appeal for the Initiative on Soaring Food Prices (ISFP), launched in 
December 2007; 

(ii) trade and tax po l icy adjusted; 
(i i i )  globa l infonnation and monitoring systems strengthened immediately. 

Under Objective 2, the contributions by F AO wil l  be on : 

(i) smal lholder farmer food production growth sustained; 
(i i)  international food markets improved; 
( i i i) international biofuel consensus to be developed. 

FOGAR and F AO may therefore cooperate to include regional and subnational 
inputs and partnerships withi n the CF A twin-track approach (immediate and longer-term 
responses) to adjust policy in i tiat ives and programme food facilities at national , regional 
and subnational levels. 

FAO wi l l  invite FOGAR to meetings and expert consultations to voice the 
acti vit ies and the ro le that regions have in tackling the problem 

Field based reviews in a se lected number of countries, taking advantage of the 
FOGAR knowledge of activities of regions, could be undertaken to propose adjustment. 

3. Another poss ible additional subj ect for cooperation between FOGAR and F AO, 
cou ld be the support, in col laborat ion with organizations, for example, the 
Intergovernmental Organization for Migration (IOM), of co-development initiatives 
originating from migrant communities in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) countries in order t o :  



• identify agricultural activities and productive investments in the countries o f  
origin with the engagement of migrant communities l iving in the host OECD 
through their acquired sld lls and remittances; 

• promote partnersrups with regions i n  OECD countries to mobil ize hwnan, 
financial and social resources also from central governments , non­
governmental organizations (NGOs) and the private sector, to improve food 

security in the countries of origin. 

Article 3.  Annual Plan of Action 

The activi t ies to be implemented by the Parties under this MoU are subject to 
dec i sions of their respective governing bod ies and their respective applicable regulations, 
rules, policies and procedures. 

A Joint Working Group (JWG) will be responsible to elaborate a first 
FOGARIF AO Annual Plan of  Action, containing a set of concrete initiatives. 

On an indicative basis, Annual Plans of Action wil l  include activ it ies at the 
international leve l , for example, a programme to disseminate possibilit ies of cooperation 
between regions from the developed and developing countries in the area of agriculture 
and food security. 

At country level , the JWG may promote, identify and formulate initiatives aimed 
at involving largely, regions in the north and south to establish decentral ized 
development partnerships for agricultural development and food security, fal l ing und er 
the UN Millennium Development Goals .  

The initi atives wi l l  b e  promoted in priority according to FOGAR member 
regions '  geographical priorities .  Ubnost efforts can be made to seek synergies with the 
European Union 's  external actions, including both neighbourhood policy and relations 
between the European Union and other regions such as : the Mediterranean, 
Latin America, the Indian Ocean, the Caribbean. and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Article 4. Administrative and fin ancial aspects 

Management and specific arrangements for FOGAR/FAO initiatives shall be 
reflected in ad hoc agreements and detennined in accordance with the respective 
regulations, ru les, policies and procedures of the Parties 

FOGAR/F AO initiatives must speci fy eventual costs o f  activities and the sources 

of their financial  support.  It is  intended that different donors can support the initiatives , 

including donors mob i l ized by FOGAR and FAO, speci fic regions, the European Union 
and others . Arrangements for the financing of such activities shal l be agreed, specifying 
the costs or expenses relating to the activity and how they are to be borne by the parties 
or other donors. 

Any resource mobilization by the Parties, in connection with trus MoU, shal l be 
carri ed  out in an agreement with the other Party. In particular, nei ther party shall use the 
name or emblem of the other Party in connection with this MoU or otherwise without the 
express written approva l of the other Party. 



. .  

The Field Programme Development Service (TCAP) o f  the Policy Assistance and 
Resources Mobilization Division of FAO (TCA) wi l l  be the FAO focal point for 
FOGAR, and the FOGAR headquarters secretari at wil l  be the focal point for F AO. 

Article 5. Privileges and Immunities 

Nothing in this MoU or in any document or arrangement relating thereto , shall be 
construed as constituting a waiver of privileges or immunities of F AO, nor as conferri ng 
any privileges or immunities of FAO to FOGAR or to its personnel. 

Article 6. Applicable law and dispute settlement 

This MoU, and any document or arrangement relating thereto, sha l l be governed 
by general principles of law, to the exclusion of any single national system of l aw. 

Any dispute between FOGAR and F AO arising out of the interpretation or 
execution of this MoU, or any docwnent or arrangement relating thereto , shall be settled 
by negoti ation and mutual agreement. Shou ld FOGAR and F AO be unable to reach an 
agreed solution on any question in the dispute or on a mode of settlement other than 
arbi tration, either Party shall have the right to request arbitration in accordance with the 
Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL) currently in force. FOGAR and FAO agree to be bound by any arbitration 
award rendered in  accordance with this Article as the final adjudication of any such 
dispute. 

Article 7. Amendments, entry into force and duration 

Any amendment or addition to this MoU shall be agreed by the Parties in 
writing. 

The present MoU, drawn up in Engl ish, shall enter into force upon signature by 
both Parties. It shal l have an init ial duration of three (3) years, after which i t  shall  be 
taci t ly renewed for further periods of three (3) years, under the same terms and 
conditions, unless one party communicates its withdrawal to the other party in writing, to 
be sent, a lso by facs im i le or electronic mai l and confirmed by registered post,  at least 
three (3 ) months prior to the expiry of the init ial  durat i on or of any subsequent period o f  
renewal .  ln this  event, the Parties w i l l  agree o n  measures required for th e  orderly 
conclusion of  ongoing activities. 

IN WITNESS WH EREOF, the duly authorized representatives of the Parti es affix 
their signatures below: 

On behal f o f the Fo 
A of 

President 
Florence 

j 
V\ 

On behal f  o f  the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (F AO) 

Assistant Dir,.,<nn.r. 
Cabinet 



. .  

CONFERENCE O F  PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OF 

Q 
EUROPE 

FORUM OF GLOBAL ASSOCIATIONS OF REGIONS 
F 0 (6�·: A R 

6, rue Saint-Martin 35700 RENNES - F 

CRPM CPMR Tel. : + 33 (0)2 99 3 5  4 0  50 - Fax : + 33 (0)2 99 3 5  09 19 
e. mail : secretariat@crJ2m.org - web : www.crpm. org 

MAY 2009 

FRAMEWORK NOTE ON THE AIMS OF THE DAKAR SUMMIT 
H OW THE REGIONS ARE CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS TACKLING THE FOOD CRISIS 

1. Over 12 years have passed since the commitment made at the World Food Summit to reduce by half the 
number of undernourished people by 2015. Progress in this area is disappointing and the world food 
situation is now critical. With almost one billion people suffering from famine and two billion people 
affected by malnutrition, the recent food riots have brought to the fore the urgency of the situation. 

2. Under the influence of the economic crisis, climate change, population growth and dwindling natural and 
energy resources, forecasts are that the situation is going to get worse and affect as much in the short-term 
Regions in the South as Regions from the North, albeit in terms of migration pressures and security issues 
arising from the impact of food insecurity on world peace, democracy and solidarity. In the medium term, 
global production will need to be doubled to combat food shortages (reduction in the supply and diversity 
of food) which will affect all the world's regions, to varying degrees but without exception. 

3 .  With current food policies failing at both national and international levels, there is reason to believe that 
things need to be done to improve the coordination and involvement of local governments in the debates on 
food security. The Regions are in effect able to act quickly to give coherence to the multitude of actions and 
projects that exist at different levels in this field by targeting coordinated action that responds to immediate 
needs and triggers the implementation of long-term solutions. 

4 .  The concept of food security refers to both the availability of and access to sufficient and nutritious food.  
Ensuring a population's food security implies not only producing enough foodstuffs to adequately feed the 
population concerned, but also that these foodstuffs are made accessible through packaging, transport and 
marketing systems, and also by introducing safety nets to guarantee the most vulnerable populations access 
to food.  The Regions intervene in these two areas to mobilise regional players and pool competences in order 
to improve food production and processing capacities and foster the creation of infrastructures . 

5. In order to come together to tackle hunger, local and regional authorities are becoming more and more 
actively involved in international cooperation projects in various fields of action through education, training, 
stepping up meetings between actors and the transfer of technical and institutional skills in different areas, 
e .g.  improving agricultural production techniques, developing suburban farming, improving access to the 
market and distribution of products, providing greater access to credit, improving infrastructures, 
developing a type of agriculture in coherence with the territory and available natural resources, adapting to 
climate change, introducing nutrition education programmes and preventing wastage and loss from farming 
production, etc . Through this policy for decentralised cooperation, Regions from the "South" are responding 
more to the legitimate demand of their citizens despite limited budgetary resources. 

The reason behind the success is that, thanks to their in-depth knowledge of the territories they manage and 
their ability to work together with actors on the ground, the Regions have the capacity to lead concrete 
actions that respond to the actual needs expressed by fellow citizens. Unfortunately, this emerging strength 
lacks visibility at present owing to the fact that information on these practices is not widely disseminated. 
The political and technical role of the Regions in preventing and reacting to undernourishment and 
malnutrition therefore suffers fro m  a widespread lack of recognition. 



6. Faced with these facts, the CPMR' s member Regions and FOGAR' s member networks of Regiof1s have . 
decided to take action in an attempt to help tackle world hunger alongside and complementary to efforts led 
by national governments and international organisations . This commitment is being materialised through 
the organisation of a major event that will mark 2010, the " Summit of the World's Regions on Food 
Security" . The event, which has received support from the FAO, UNDP, the Directorates-General for 
Development and Agriculture of the European Commission, the French Ministry of Foreign and European 
Affairs and French Ministry for Agriculture and Fisheries, will take place in Dakar on 18 and 19 January 
2010 at the invitation of Mr Wade, President of the Senegalese Republic. 

7. The Summit will provide a valuable opportunity to work on a priority issue for the Regions and establish 
dialogue on food security between local authorities, national governments and international organisations. It 
aims to reflect on this issue with the world' s Regions and propose together innovative solutions to tackle 
food insecurity. More specifically, this event will have a twofold objective: 

to identify specific areas in which co operation between Regions can pro vide a genuine added 
value to State-led initiatives and efforts led by international organisations 

to develop operational and political partnerships between financial backers and Regions on the one 
hand, and between Regions themselves on the other hand, in order to effectively reduce world 
hunger 

With a productive preparation phase, the Summit will therefore constitute a specific and original event 
highlighting the added value of decentralisation in improving people's food security. Any cooperation 
agreements that are signed will be followed up regularly over a period of two years and then evaluated by 
the CPMR and FOGAR. 

8. Since the determining factors for food security are both technical and political in nature, the issues 
addressed during the Summit will cover these different areas by combining an institutional approach and a 
territorial approach to food security. 

9. In order to illustrate these issues and base the Summit on real situations within the territories, it is 
essential for the Regions to provide an account of their food difficulties, the type of measures introduced to 
cope with these problems within their Regions, and the projects set up to tackle together the problem of 
hunger that has plagued the world for centuries .  A survey of the world's Regions designed to collect this 
information is currently in progress. 

10. Highlighting and stepping up territorial actions in the area of foo d  security can only benefit the world 
food situation. In order to maximise their results and make sure they are sustainable, these actions must be 
developed in synergy with national strategies and fall within the world guidelines set out in June 2008 by 
the UN Secretary General (CFA - Comprehensive Framework for Action) . Furthermore, it is necessary for 
the Regions to work closely with all actors involved in decentralised cooperation and local food 
development, and that all concerned are able to express their needs (technical expertise, funding, 
partnerships, exchanges of experience, etc .)  and action proposals to improve people's food situation. In order 
to do this, the Summit which is expected to attract around 800 participants, hopes to bring together Regions, 
associations of Regions, national governments, major regional groupings, multilateral development bodies 
(financial and non-financial), farmers' organisations, academics and representatives from civil society and 
the private sector, so as to establish a constructive dialogue and foster the emergence of innovative and 
sustainable solutions. 

11 .  In order to achieve these objectives, the Summit needs to address the following questions: What makes a 
Region successful in food terms? What are the determining factors in food insecurity? How can the Regions 
influence these determining factors? What are the lines of action of effective decentralised cooperation 
projects in these areas? What mistakes have been made? What lessons can be drawn from them? 

12. During the preparatory phase for the Summit, FOGAR will need to be in a position to formalise 
hypotheses and outline responses to these questions in a framework note on the Regions' contributions to 
food security. Other background documents will be produced when organising the different workshops 
during the Summit, in order to provide a detailed framework for the issues to be addressed. 
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• •  13.  It is  vital to secure a strong political commitment on the part of the States if it  is  to be acknowledged that 
although there are global issues at stake, some actions deserve to be conceived at local level to be effective. 
This commitment will be translated by the signing of a policy document by Agriculture Ministers and 
former Ministers from the five continents . 

14. At the close of the Summit and by means of a final declaration, the Regions will express clear views on a 
number of points : 
i. In which areas can the Regions act to effectively reduce people's food insecurity? 
ii. In what respect is the Region the legitimate and relevant sphere for leading these actions? 
iii. Which policy recommendations may be made to boost regional actions in the field of food security? 
iv. What methodological tools for effective partnerships? 

In particular, the Regions need to express political objectives with regard to: 

governance of hunger 
solidarity between Regions from the North and Regions from the South 
involving local governments in national and international programmes to eradicate hunger 
sharing competences to improve the effectiveness of local projects and how they are coordinated 
with national and international strategies 
identifying and boosting cooperation flows with actors working on the ground in the field of food 
security 
creating concrete partnerships with financial backers 
coordination between international cooperation, development policies, agricultural policies and 
agricultural trade rules 
decentralisation to assist actions to tackle hunger 


