
ROUTING SLIP FICHE DE TRANSMISSION 
TO: Chef de Cabinet 

A: 
FROM: 
DE: Richard Amdur 
R�L-�Ol� de Bureau I Exten��i37S2i'1e I D1t� October 2014 
FOR ACTION POUR SUITE A DONNER 

FOR APPROVAL POUR APPROBATION 

FOR SIGNATURE POUR SIGNATURE 

FOR COMMENTS POUR OBSERVATIONS 

MAY WE DISCUSS? POURRIONS - NOUS EN PARLER? 

YOUR ATTENTION VOTRE ATTENTION 

AS DISCUSSED COMME CONVENU 

AS REQUESTED SUITE A VOTRE DEMANDE 

NOTE AND RETURN NOTER ET RETOURNER 

FOR INFORMATION POUR INFORMATION 

Please find attached for approval and signature a 
message to ICC Bangladesh. 

Thank you. 
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

MESSAGE TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

ON "GLOBAL ECONOMIC RECOVERY: ASIAN PERSPECTIVE" 

ORGANIZED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Dhaka, 25-26 October 2014 

It is a great pleasure to greet all those gathered in Dhaka for the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) International Conference on Global Economic Recovery, 
which is aptly focused on Asia this year, the fastest-growing and most dynamic region in 
the world. 

Asian economies have proven resilient during the global financial crisis, leading 
the recovery of the world economy for the past five years. The success of the region has 
been based on a strong macroeconomic framework, which ensures economic and 
financial stability and promotes sustained robust growth. Asia has lifted millions of 
people out of poverty and narrowed the income gap with deyeloped economies. 

Prospects for the region are bright. At the same time, the region faces a number 
of challenges. In the short run, Asia will have to adapt to a gradual tightening of global 
monetary conditions as interest rates in the United States start to rise. While most Asian 
economies are in a strong position to withstand potential financial market instability, 
further efforts are needed to address existing domestic and external imbalances. In the 
longer run, the continuing success of Asia will depend on the ability to transform the 
cuiTent growth model into a model of sustainable development: across the region, 
economic growth needs to become more inclusive, more equitable, and more 
environmentally sustainable. 

Sustainable development is both a challenge and opportunity, not only for Asia 
but also for the world. Member States of the United Nations have agreed to place . 
sustainable development and poverty eradication at the core of the global development 
agenda for the decades ahead. After two years of broad consultation and deliberation, the· 
Open Working Group of the United Nations General Assembly has just proposed a set of 
Sustainable Development Goals, which will help us to complete the unfinished business 
of the Millennium Development Goals and place our world onto a more prosperous, just, 
peaceful and sustainable path. 
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Dealing with climate change is critical. At the Climate Summit that I convened 
last month at the United Nations, multi-stakeholder coalitions made impressive pledges 
and announcements aimed at reducing emissions, building resilience, and financing the 
transformation of our economies and societies. We must convert this momentum into 
a meaningful, universal climate agreement in 2015. 

I encourage ICC members in Asia and around the world to take a leading role 
in making climate action and sustainable development among your highest priorities. 
A sustainable global economic recovery and a better future for all depend on it. I look 
forward to the contributions you will make and I wish you a successful conference. 
Thank you for supporting the work of the United Nations. 

' 
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Dear Yi Mon, 

Re: (Regret+ written message) Response to Invitation to the 
Secretary-General : -invitation to the Secretary-General to be the keynote 
speaker at the International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh International 
Conference on "Global Economic Recovery: Asian Perspective" ,  Dhaka, 
25-26 October 2014 [j 
Aminata Sy to: Daw Yi Mon Aung 20/08/2014 03:20PM 

Cc Alexandra Barahona Posada, Amy Kyaw, Jackilyn Punsal, Mary 
·· Sack, Rommel Maranan, Ruxandra Ferascu 

Received with many thanks. 
Ami 

Ami nata· Sy.: 
Communications and Speechwriting Unit 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations 
Phone: (212)963-1134 
Mobile: (917) 724-3145 
Email: sy1 @un.org 

From: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO 
To: Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Ami nata Sy/NY/UNO@UNHQ, 

20/08/2014 02:42:31 PM 

Cc: 

Date: 

Alexandra Barahona Posada/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Mary Sack/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Jackilyn 
Punsai/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Amy Kyaw/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Rommel Maranan/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
20/08/2014 02:42PM 

Subject: 

I . 

(Regret+ written message) Response to Invitation to the Secretary-General: -invitation to the 
Secretary-General to be the keynote speaker at the International Chamber of 
Commerce-Bangladesh International Conference on "Global Economic Recovery: Asian 
Perspective" , Dhaka, 25-26 October 2014 

Dear Rux and Ami, 

Please find attached letter of regret with written message to Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, President of 
International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh on above mentioned invitation in Dhaka on 25 and 26 
October 2014, 

[attachment "20140820143643.pdf' deleted by Aminata Sy/NY/UNO] 

Best regards, 
Yi Mon 

,.......------ -··----
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(Regret+ written message) Response to Invitation to the Secretary-General : 
-invitation to the Secretary-General to be the keynote speaker at the 
International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh International Conference on 
"Global Economic Recovery: Asian Perspective" , Dhaka, 25-26 October 2014 
Daw Yi Mon Aung to: Ruxandra Ferascu, Aminata Sy 20/08/2014 02:42PM 

Cc Alexandra Barahona Posada, Mary Sack, Jackilyn Punsal, Amy 
,. Kyaw, Rommel Maranan 

From: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO 

To: Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Aminata Sy/NY/UNO@UNHQ, 

Cc: Alexandra Barahona Posada/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Mary Sack!NY/UNO@UNHQ, Jackilyn 
Punsai/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Amy Kyaw/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Rommel Maranan/NY/UNO@UNHQ 

Dear Rux and Ami, 

Please find attached letter of regret with written message to Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, President of 
International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh on above mentioned invitation in Dhaka on 25 and 26 
October 2014, 

20140820143643.pdf 

Best regards, 
YiMon · 
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Response to Invitation to the Secretary-General : - invitation to the 
Secretary-General to be the keynote speaker at the International Chamber of 
Commerce-Bangladesh International Conference on "Global Economic 
Recovery: Asian Perspective" , Dhaka, 25-26 October 2014 
Daw Yi Mon Aung to: bangladesh, bdpmny 20/08/2014 02:40PM 

Cc: info, iccb, Alexandra Barahona Posada, Mary Sack, Jackilyn Punsal , 
Amy Kyaw, Rommel Maranan 

From: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO 

To: bangladesh@un.int, bdpmny@gmail.com, 

Cc: info@icc-bd.org, iccb@bdmail.net, Alexandra Barahona Posada/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Mary 
Sack/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Jackilyn Punsai/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Amy Kyaw/NY/UNO@UNHQ, 
Rommel MarananiNY/UNO@UNHQ 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Please find attached scan of formal communication from the Executive Office of the Secretary-General to 
His Excellency Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, Presidentof International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh, 
regarding the above-mentioned subject. 

The original has been sent via mail. Kindly confirm receipt of this email. 

Yours sincerely, 

Daw Yi Mon Aung 

Scheduling Office of the Secretary-General 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations Headquarters 
Room S-3802 
(212) 963-1327 
aungd@un.org 



REFERENCE: 

UNITED NATIONS NATIO N S UNIES 

POSTAL ADDRESS ADRESSE PDSTALE: UNITED NATIONS, NY 10017 
CABLE ADDRESS - ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE: UNATIONS NEWYORK 

Dear Mr. Rahman, 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

18 August 20 14 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to thank you for 
your letter dated 19 June 20 14, inviting him to be the keynote speaker at the 
International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh International Conference 
on "Global Economic Recovery: Asian Perspective", to be held in Dhaka on 
25 and 26 October 20 14. I would also like to acknowledge your request for 
the Secretary-General to provide a video message, should he be unable to 
attend the Conference. 

The Secretary-General appreciates your kind invitation and your request. 
Unfortunately, he will neither be able to attend nor provide a video message, 
owing to prior commitments arid pressing demands on his schedule. However, 
I am pleased to inform you that the Secretary-General has decided to send a 
written message, which will be made available to you closer to the date of the 
conference. 

Allow me to take this opportunity to convey the best wishes of the 
Secretary-General for a successful event. 

Mr. Mahbubur Rahman 
President 
International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh 
Dhaka 



UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UN:U:ES 
----------------,ST=llESs-=!J RESSFPOS-mrrTUNITE!TNATTO�Y"roc·m ,----------------­

CABLE ADDRESS - ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE: UNATIONS NEWYORK 

REFERENCE: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

18 August 2014 

Excellency, 

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you could kindly 
forward the enclosed letter to Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, President of the 
International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh. 

A copy of the letter is attached for your information. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest 

His Excellency 
Mr. Abulkalam Abdul Momen 
Permanent Representative of the 

People's Republic ofBangladesh 
to the United Nations 

New York 



History: 

Fw: 14-05508 Invitation for message- Request from Bangladesh for ICC 
International Conference on Global Economic Recovery, 25 October 
Ruxandra Ferascu to: Rommel Maranan, Jackilyn Punsal 08/08/2014 02:29PM 
Cc: Aminata Sy 

This message has been replied to. 

Dear Rommel and Jackie, 

After a lot of back and forth it has been decided that we will provide a written message. Should we reply to 
Bangladesh in advance and who should send the reply? 

Thank you. 
Rux. 

----- Forwarded by Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO on 08/08/2014 02:28PM -----

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Richard Amdur/NY/UNO 
Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO@UNHQ, 
Aminata Sy/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
05/08/2014 11: 11 AM 
Re: Fw: 14-05508 Invitation for message - Request from Bangladesh for ICC International 
Conference on Global Economic Recovery, 25 October 

patrick also spoke to me. i think we will provide a short message even tho gc says no. grateful if you 
could send me the email chain. thanks. 

······ ····- · ·····-··· · ················-···· - ········ ·········· ···-·····-·· · ·············· ···· ··-··········· · · · ········-·· ····· ··-·····--····-···-· ····-······················· ·············· · ···············-················--····- ·····-········· ··························· ··-·················· ·····················································-······················ ··-·····················--··················, Ruxandra Ferascu Global Compact came back last night saying tha . . .  

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO 
Richard Amdur/NY/UNO@UNHQ, 
Aminata Sy/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
05/08/2014 11 :03 AM 

05/08/2014 11:03:55 

Re: Fw: 14-05508 Invitation for message - Request from Bangladesh for ICC International 
Conference on Global Economic Recovery, 25 October 

Global Compact came back last night saying that they don't recommend even a written message - as it is 
a regional focused event. I told Patrick on the hallway but I think he wanted to continue this discussion 
today - saying that Kofi Annan also provided a message to them for a similar event. What is the next 
step? 

Thank you. 

RicharCi.A.maur: - --- i-spokeiapatricl< about til is: letisiusike-eiJitiisi . . . ·· ······ · ·· · · ···· 24io7i2o14--o1:14:o8PM 
........ : .... :: .... :: ... :.:: .. :: ;;; __________ ;_ .......... ................ .... .. ·- . .......... ··-······· ----

·
···-·················· ...... ... ..............•..•...... ,,; _____________ , .. , ....... ;_

· .. : ... ................. ; ........ _,_ . .  , ... :. •...•...••... -.... ;. ____ .. ,, ..................................  ;................ ······ . ........... .............. ···�·····--······-···--·-··---···----···-···-······--····· Ruxandra Ferascu Here it is. We gave it to you on 26 June- but Sc... 17/07/2014 07:09:06 PM 

Document 
[attachment "14-05508.pdf' deleted by Richard Amdur/NY/UNO] 

File attachments 

Audit Trail 
Michelle Rakotojaona on 25/06/2014 04:10PM 

Rommel Maranan on 15/07/2014 07:17 PM 



Fw: 14-05508 - invitation to SG to ICC International Conference on Global 
Economic Recovery, Bangladesh, 25-26 October 2014 (or video message) 
Rommel Maranan to: Ruxandra Ferascu, Aminata Sy 16/07/2014 12:19 PM 
Cc: Alexandra BarahonaPosada, Jackilyn Punsal 

Dear Rux and Ami, 

The office of CdC informed us that the CdC received a demarche from the Bangladesh Mission, for SG to 
send either a video. or a written message for this event. CdC asked that this case be re-opened (as 
initially, it was going to be a simple regret with no message). 

Grateful for Speechwriters' advice whether SG should send either a video or written message, so we can 
respond to the organizers accordingly. 

· 

Many thanks, 
Rommel 

-----Forwarded by Rommel Maranan/NY/UNO on 16/07/2014 12:17 PM-----

From: 
To: 
Cc: 

Date: 
Subject: 

. Rommel Maranan/NY/UNO 
Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Aminata Sy/NY/UNO@UNHQ, 
Alexandra Barahona Posada/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Jackilyn Punsai/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Daw Yi Mon 
Aung/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
01/07/2014 06: 12PM 
14-05508 - invitation to SG to ICC International Conference on Global Economic Recovery, 
Bangladesh, 25-26 October 2014 (or video message) 

Dear Rux and Ami, 

FYI, per Mr. Chang's instruction, we are regretting SG's participation OR sending a video message in the 
ICC International Conference on Global Economic Recovery, to be held in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 25-26 
October 2014 (Corlog# 14-05508). 

Thank you, 
Rommel 

14 -05508. pdf 



History: 

Dear Rommel, 

Invitation to the SG 
Lorea Salterain to: Rommel Maranan 
Cc: Jackilyn Punsal 

This message has been replied to. 

15/07/2014 07:06PM 

We talked before about a follow-up call the CdC received from the Mission of Bangladesh on the invitation 
14-05508. 

According to the audit trail, the invitation is supposed to be regretted but they are requesting either a 
video-message or a written message. The CdC has asked me to activate it. 

Grateful for your assistance. 

Best, 

Lorea Salterain 
Office of the Chef de Cabinet 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
e-mail: salterain@un.org 
Tel. 212-963-5174 



Bangladesh 

The world business organization 
ACT\ON-3k/ 

His Excellency 
Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary General 
United Nations 
New York 

· coPY ;? . . <. cv�'"'t\_ 

Invitation to be our Keynote Speaker at the 
ICC International Conference on 

Mahbubur Rahman 
President 

19 June, 2014 

·(:RECEIVED 
JUN 2 3 2014 
ll�--oSsog 

Global Economic Recovery: Asian Perspective EXECUTIVEOFFICB 
� -� j} Dhaka, Bangladesh, 25-26 October, 2014 OFTIIESECRETARY·GENERAL ./Je�:r.-:"'-1!J&. --Q ��@. • �v;JJ-� · � {{l. � . . . 

' · ·  · ·  

.. nr<J 1 I have the pleasure to infon{/you that I.CC ·International Conference on Global Economic . �.v-'" .-\jV\ 
Recovery: Asian Perspective will be organized by the Bangladesh National Committee of .V 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) , The world business organization, in conjunction with 
the celebration of 20th Year ofiCC's presence in Bangladesh on 25-26 October, 2014 in Dhaka. 
The Conference is expected to be inaugurated by the Hon'ble President/Prime· Minister of 
Bangladesh. 

You are aware that the global economic recovery is. expected to pick up pace this year but it will 
remain "weak and uneven". Growth prospects for 2014 are, however, sensitive to the tapering of 
monetary stimulus in the United States, which began earlier in January, and to the structural shifts 
taking place in China's economy. In the past, Asia has played a key role in overcoming the 
economic downturn by maintaining steady growth. · 

· · 

In view of this, we would like to invite you to be our Keynote Speaker at the Inaugural Session on 
25 October 2014 to share your thoughts and ideas as to the strategies that the Asian countries may 
adopt to play its role in global economic recovery and the role of the UN System.. · 

You may be aware that ICC,· The world business organization having its HQs in Paris, was 
established in 1919 with the philosophy of promoting Free Market Economy and to facilitate cross­
border business transactions without let or hindrance. Since then, ICC has been formulating various. 
rules and guidelines from time to time for international trade and investment which are endorsed by 
the United Nations. ICC's 6.5 million member companies in over 130 countries have interests 
spanning in every sector of private enterprise. It works in close cooperation with G7-8/G-20, World 
Bank, ADB, OECD, UNCTAD, WTO and several other UN agencies for promotion, protection and 
development of world economy. 

For your kind information, Republic ·of France introduced a 'Draft Resoulution'reqliesting 
Observer status for the International Chainber of Commerce (ICC) in the General Assembly during 
Sixth Committee Meeting of 67th General Assembly. 

You are aware that over the past ten years, the private sector has increasingly became an active 
partner in helping the United Nations achieve its goals as a complement to Government action. In 
the last eighteen months, the relationship with the private sector has become even more impmiant 
as the role of business in generating employment and wealth through trade, investment and finance 
has notably increased. · · . 0 ... 1 · . • ... r""� � .. f i. \- / I ·· -- � <... ' /'" f',J lrf .. ) · 'H) ·: , O · i { ( I ( l.P ; ()J ... , . , ,· w'J-� . ontd .. ....) ...._ ........ · I. ( \ l) . .... -.... � �..,..._ · � . ' '- ' � . 

National Secretariat 
Suvastu Tower (6th Floor), 69/1, Pantha Path 

International Headquarters 
33·43 Avenue Pre�ident Wilson 

7Fi 116 Paris. France 



(Page-2) 

Mahbubur Rahman 
President 

You will be pleased to know that a 2-day International Conference on "Global Economic 
Governance and Challenges of Multilateralism" was held in Dhaka in January, 2004 in celebration 
of 1Oth Anniversary of ICC Bangladesh. The .Conference was inaugurated by the Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh and Prime Minister of Thailand was the Keynote Speaker. Heads of a number of · 
international agencies including, Governor of Japan Bank, WTO Director General, EU 
Commissioner for Trade, UNCTAD Secretary General, UNESCAP Executive· Secretary, six 
ministers from three continents, Bangladesh Ministers, ICC Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary 
General and more than 500 participants fi·om 38 countries attended this event 

· 

In the same Conference we were privileged to have a 'Video Message' from the then UN 
Secretary General His Excellency Mr.Kofi Atta Annan. 

We have also invited ICC Global Chairman Mr. Harold McGraw III of USA; ICC Vice Chairman 
Mr. Sunil Bharti Mittal from India; Dr. Victor K. Fung; Chairman, ICC World Trade Agenda 

. Initiative fi·om Hong Kong; Chairman of ICC World Chambers Federation (WCF) Peter Mihok 
and other senior officials ofiCC, Paris to join at the Conference. 

On behalf ICC Bangladesh Members, I would tequest you to kindly accept our invitation and 
deliver the Keynote Address at this most important Event on World Economy. 

In the event it is absolutely impossible for you to join us in Dhaka, I shall be thankful if you send 
us a 'Video Message' to be played at the Inaugural Session and also send a Senior official from UN 
Hq to represent you at the Conference. 

Assuring you, Honourable Secretary General, of our highest consideration. 

{N ;g= &[!;� '�� �,���� .P 
. 

)-

National Secretariat 

Suvastu Tower (6th Floor), 69/1, Pantha Path 
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International Headquarters 

33-43 Avenue President Wilson 
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·1ee Bangladesh 
International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh 
The world business organization 

His Excellency 
Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary General 
United Nations 
New York 

ACTION .:Tf\ . , . \ . 

·coPv:. � k ( � �c:b�). 

. . InvitationjtO be our Keynote Speaker at the · 
ICC !International Conference on 

Global Eco�omic Recovery: Asian �erspective 

� . Dhaka, �angladesh, 25-26 October, 2014 

Mahbubur Rahman 
President 

19 June, 2014 

·�:RECEIVED 
JUN 2 3 2014 

ik-�og 
EXECUTIVEOmCB ,OP Til� .S.ECRETAKY-GBNBRAL 

..ue.r-11), . .. �---- ·L,.A:<i�J . . I have the pleas��ou th.t I(:C International.· Conference on Global Economic 
Recovery: Asian Perspective will be organized· by the Bangladesh National· Committee of 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) , The world business organization, in conjunction with 
the celebration of 20th YeS;f o(ICC's ptesence in Bangladesh on 25-26 Oct<;>ber, 2014 in Dhaka. 
The Conference is expected to be inaugurated by the Hon'ble President/Prime ·Minister of 
Bangladesh. 

. 

You are aware that the global economic recovery is. expected to pick up pace this year but it will 
remain "weak and uneven". Growth prdspects for 2014 are, however, sensitive to th� tapering of 
monetary stimulus in t4e United States, which began earlier in January, and to the structural shifts 
taking place in. China's economy. In tJie ·past, Asia has • played a key role in overcoming the 
economic downturn by maintainfug stea<Jy growth. 

· ' 

In view of this, we would like to invite you to be our Keynote Speaker at the lnaugtiral Session on 
25 October 2014 to share your thoughts! and ideas as to the strategies that the Asiari countries may 
adopt to play its role in global economic;recovery and the role of the UN System. 

You may be aware that ICC,· The wqrld business organization having its HQs in Paris, was 
established in 1919 ·with the philosophy of promoting Free Market Economy and to facilitate cross­
border business transactions without let pr hindrance. Since then, ICC has been formulating various 
rules and guidelines from time to time f(>r international trade and investment which ar� endorsed by 
the United Nations. ICC's 6.5 million) member companies in over 130 countries have interests 
spanning in every sector of private enteljprise. Itworks in close cooperation with 07-8/G-20, World 
Bank, ADB, OECD, UNCf AD, WTO $ld several other UN agencies for promotion, protection: and 
development of world economy. 

For your kind information, Republiq of France introduced a 'Draft . Resoulution'requesting 
Observer status for the In:ternational Ch�mber of Commerce (ICC) in the General Assembly <turing 

. Sixth Committee Meeting of 67th Gen�ral Assembly. 

You are aware that over the past ten years, the private sector has increasingly became an active 
partner in helping the United Nations �chieve its goals as a complement to Governnient action. In 
the last eighteen months, the relationstiip with the private sector has become even more important 
as the role of business in generating employment and wealth through trade, investment and fmance 

ia!I!ti�4,.,,QB-*rt f II /19( (;) tC (II ( uv� 0ontd. 
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. JGG Bangl&desh 
International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh 
The world business organization 

(Page-2) 

Mahbubur Rahman 
President 

You will be pleased to know that a �-day International Conference on ·"Global Economic 
Governance and Challenges of Multilater.lism" was held in Dhaka m January, 2004 in celebration 
of lOth Anniversary of ICC Bangladesh. the Conference was inaugllrated by the-Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh and Prime Minister of Thailand was the Keynote Speaker. Heads of a number of. 
internation.al agencies including, Govdrnor of Japan Bank, WTO Director General, EU 
Commissioner for Trade, UNCTAD S�cretary General, UNESCAP Executive· Secretary, six 
ministers fi:om three continents, Banglad�sh Ministers, ICC Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary 
General and more than 500 participants fr�m 38 countries attended this everit ._ 

· 

. . 
In the same Conference we were privjleged to ·have a 'Video Message' from the then UN · 

Secretary General His Excellency Mr�Kofi Atta Annan. 
· 

We have also invited ICC Global Chairman Mr. Harold McGraw Ill of USA; ICC Vice Chairman 
Mr. Sunil Bharti Mittal from mdia; Dr.: Victor K. Fung� Chairman,. ICC World Trade Agenda 

. Initiative from Hong Kong; Chairman of ICC World Chambers Federation (WCF) Peter Mihok 
and other senior officials of ICC, Paris to join at the Conference. 

On behalf ICC Bangladesh Members, I would request you to kindly accept our invitation and 
deliver the Keydote Address at this most Important Event on World Economy . . 

In the event it is absolutely impossible for:you to join us in Dhaka, I shall be thankful if you send 
us a 'Video Message' to 9e played at the Iriauguial Session and also send a Senior official from UN 
Hq to represent you at the Conference. 

· 

Assuring you, Honourable. Secretary Gene(al, of our highest consideration. 

w� � ""  ��� ... 
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188 Ba11gladesh 

Message from the 
Secretary General, United Nations 

It gives me great pleasure to send my greetings to this 
conference on global economic governance and challenges 
of multilateralism. 

In September 2000, world leaders adopted the Millennium 
Declaration, in which they committed themselves to 

address common threats to peace and security, to meet 
agreed development goals, and to advance human rights 
and democracy. While that vision remains valid, recent 

events - from the war in Iraq to the setback in trade talks 
at Cancun - have upset the consensus behind it. Deep 
divergences of opinion have emerged on the challenges we 
face, and how best to address them. 

Many people have come to see the dominant threats to 

peace and security as terrorism and weapons of mass 
destruction. They worry that the international architecture 

is not up to meeting them. But for many other people, 
especially in poor countries, the threats that really 
destabilize lives are quite different: civil wars fought with 

conventional, even low-tech, weapons; poverty, AIDS and 
environmental degradation; and a trading system that 
seems to deny them a fair chance to compete. They worry 

that these issues are being neglected, despite promises 
made at world conferences. 

These challenges and threats are closely linked. A world 
not advancing towards the Millennium Development 
Goals will not be a world at peace. And a world awash in 
violence and conflict will have little chance of achieving 
the goals. But if the common ground we used to stand on 
no longer seems solid, we must seek new common ground 
for our collective efforts. And we need to consider whether 
the United Nations itself is well-suited to the challenges 
ahead. 

Those are the tasks I have assigned to a Panel of sixteen 
highly respected and experienced people from all parts of 
the world. The panel is chaired by former Prime Minister 
Anand Panyarachun of Thailand, and includes outstanding 
experts on both security and development issues. Its role is 
threefold: to analyze current and future threats to peace 
security; to asses the contribution which collective action 
can make in meeting those threats; and to recommend and 
changes needed to make the United Nations a legitimate 
and effective instrument for a collective response. I hope 
to make bold recommendations to the General Assembly 
later this year. 
The ultimate decisions can only be taken by the Member 
States. But meetings such as this one in Dhaka, which 
bring together leaders from government and key 
stakeholders such as the private sector, are important in 
shaping the collective response we need in an era of 
globalization and interdependence. Thartk you for your 
participation and your commitment. I would also like to 
congratulate the International Chamber of Commerce -
Bangladesh on the occasion of its lOth anniversary. Please 
accept my best wishes for a successful conference. 

. -
Kofi A. Annan 
Secretary General, United Nations 


