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Dear Mr. Secretary-General, 

UNAIDS�� 
JOINT UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON tUVIAIO'.i 

�-Mr Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary General 
United Nations Headquarters 
10017 New York 
United States of America 

08 July 2008 
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I am writin to exr;1ress my most sio_cere aQ reciation for the _greatleadership you 
rovided du!}r19 the recently concluded Hlgh-�S_(J 0- J 2. .. J..una20..0 

. 

.a, 

_New York). 

Your presence in a number of official and broader events demonstrated once again 
your strong personal commitment to AIDS response. Your powerful calls to sustain and 
step up the commitment and financing to AIDS response and to end the stigma and 
discrimination against people living with HIV resonated far and loud. 

I am greatly encouraged by your vision that "halting and reversing the spread of AIDS 
is not only a Goal in itself; it is a prerequisite for reaching almost all the others". Indeed, 
it was shared by leaders and representatives of governments and civil society, who 
recognized AIDS as a long-term development challenge requiring a sustained 
exceptional response. As we heard time and again, while progress is being made in all 
regions of the world, more needs to be done to achieve universal access to HIV 
prevention, treatment, care and support. 

I believe that the outcome of deliberations of the High-Level Meeting will rovide a 
most valuable contribution to the u comin Hi h-Level Meetin on MDGs, to be held 
under your leadership this September. A comprehensive Summary of the High-Level 
Meeting by the President of the General Assembly captures the main issues and 
recommendations that emerged during the meeting. 

Finally, let me also express_my_deeR. ..aR.rueciation f_o_r_your kind wqrd_s_commen.Q_ing 
UNAIDS and m service_9.s its Executive Director. It has been a true honour to have the 
opportunity to lead this innovative partnership of the UN system. Please rest assured 
that I will continue to serve the AIDS cause in the future, whatever my new capacity will 
be. 

Please accept, Secretary-General, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

� 
Peter Piot 

Uniting the world against AIDS 
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