— Se—

T S ‘ ~
Mfmjw; j‘? 1544 /4L
ORT RET SERIES /39
FILE .
-m e




{gﬂmoﬁq;ﬂ'gb DIVISIC  F ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
) Ct  {UNICATIONS BRANCH

UNRRA i 509
OUTGOING CABLEGRAM

fl.

NOTICE: Information copy enly.




[

FORM AD=-57

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

10 Charlotte Lloyd

FROM A, E, Davidson (k%- \ 1“{1J

- .

o ' DATE 18 November 3946

SUBJECT Draft Cable to london on DP Progran -//),//&9//
in Hungary =

In connection with thé draft cable to London on the DP
program in Hungary, the first paragraph of the cable is in
accordance with my own recollection.

As to paragreph 2, it seems to me that one person is all
that would be necessary to make the investigations, and that the
word "staff" is more than is required. I should think that if
cable 224 from Budespest is substantiated, the Administration

could dig up $10,000 a month if the ACC will approve work in
this field,




14 November 1946

To: Mr. A. E. Davidson
From: Charlotte T. Lloyd c!

Subject: Draft Csble to London on DP Progrem
In Hungary

The first paragreph of this cable 1s based
upon a report by Leslie Atkins of the Medical
Supply Division of the discussion which Sommers
had in Ceneva with the Director General. Do you
recall any discussion in Geneva which did relate
to assisting DPs in Hungary? Fred Chait knows of
none.

The second paragraph is a disappointing
response to London and the Mission in Hungary.
However, Alspach considers an investigation of
the dquestion by the DP consultant from Vienna,
referred to in Budapest cable 224, would be
insufficient and that no guidance can be given
at this time as to the type or size of program
which Headquarters might authorize.
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_ \TIVE SERVICES
cciihi AD-Abe ) DIVISION OF ADMINISTRA
(€7 NOV 1945) (  MUMCATIONS BRANCH

NUMEER: 1879

FROM: Belgrade to Washington /
REPEATED : London 2124; Athens 72

DATED: 24/7/%6

RECEIVED: 24)7/46 - 9:25 &.m.

Reur 29000 rspsated lLorndon 9553 Athens 3330

Information to Athens 63 repeated Washington 1940 London 2500
enables missing hatter to define circumstances entry 160
Buropezn Jews to Greece betwWeen 16th December and 28th January
last,

1. Between those dates no (repsat no) diplomatic representation
Greece in Belgrade.

2. Transit DPs handled by Yugoslav repatriation commission
rarely have documsnts suffieient legal proof claimed naticnality.
Commisaion therefore makes out DP twos on balance evlidence
available Balkan Jews do not (repeat not) slvays speak flugntly
languege of country of citizenship. Commission issued DP twos
in good faith at reguest of Jevs claiming Greek citizenship but
speaking Yiddish who in most cases had documents issued on re-
legse from concentration camp stating them as Greok.

3. Repatriation commissions always checks nationality with
represenation country of claimed origin. Greek Legation Belgrade
confirms repatriatior Co~—1issicon now does this. MHatter under
discussion coourrsd before establishment Greek legation.

NOTICE: Information copy ealy. Action to be taken on Actien Copy in hands of persons indicated by (*) asterisk.
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%. Greek Legation here not (repest not) acquainted contents
Washington 2900 copy of which now handed to them. FPresent!
arrangcrents between Greek authorities &and Jugoslav repatriation
Commission would not (repeat not) provide opportunity for
reyatition abuse repatriation f@eilities for unzsuthorised

entry Palestine. :

5. Apcve plus cur Weshington 1748 repeated London 1953 Atisns

63 offers full explanafion period mission will not {repeat not)
pursue matier umless requestved.
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82 July 1946

To: Jire Us He Alspach
From: A. H, Robertson

le uohnnbou%fun-nmub

thing to implement Res. 57 R

Bulgaria., ¥ve have so far been unable to obtain

{Enmtuunmubu. Now when we [ look
‘obtalning 1t, I think 1t would be & mistake

eall the whole ¢ off,

2e ihnﬁ‘mn'-mmkhm its end,
the DF operat as & whole is only in mi s We
have responsibilities to our successor organization,
If we can start m%m:. and turn it over
&8s & going comcern, we @ do sos It is probably
sssier for us to start it up as we slready have a
Misslon and & limited rellef program there than it
would be for the I.R.0s to start from seratoh,

S¢ VWhen the smergency program for Hungary was
mﬁw;ud we Stold the arian Government that we
intended also to do some for DP's.

4, Ve instructed the Mission to make recommenda=-
tions for sotion in this field. Ve have sent
several reminders and shall look rather foolish We
now baok out,

$¢ Ve have constantly told various Jewish groups
that we were doing e in owr power to asaist
persscuted DP's in the Danube area. Though the group




it iz now to assist is pot primerily of the
percecuted m.uua.immo:u-w
and os&n probably be extended cover persecutees.

th‘.'zm”mmm

1 ﬁ::ﬂ' ”h:m %:;&l&h-.‘mt‘rﬁl
s or quan ] o
nuauauwmmwnruwxm.
mmmmmehmtuw
found in Cermeny, Austrie or Italy. quanti-
tles of supplies mﬁndnu&dhm&lm&m could
probeably come from the HERRA surplus.

is t wve should cable to ERC en the lines of

ok

cC: Van
¥m. Howe
Hes Howell

Davidson /

AHRobertsontiev
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TS?",.&?;..’}P“ DIVI®ION OF ADMINISTRATIVE smlcu%
COMMUN| CATIONS BRANCH

u " R R A ' CABLE SECTION
INCOMING CABLEGRAM

o Ik

NUMBER : 1940 ' Fle.
“ FROM: Athens to Belgrade 63
REPEATED: Washington; London 2500
DATED: 12/7/46

RECEIVED: 12/7/46 - 8:36 p.m.

Reur 1748. Washington, repeated 1953 London, 63 Athens.

Re: Displaced Eurcopean Jews, Greek Government is referring to
the 160 Buropean Jews, Who crossed Yugoslav Greek PFrontier in
small groups, between 1o December and 28 January last. All
(repeat all) carried official DP 2's made out in Belgrade by
National Commission, for repatriation of Ministry Political
Welfare, all cards bear this official Yugoslav stamp. All
individuals had claimed to be Greeks, gave Greek names and
indicated Greesk towns and villages as final destination.

After crossing frontier sll came into assembly centre at
Florina, where they indiceted they were not Greeks, but Jews,
from Hungary, Rumeanla, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Russia, Slovinia
and requested transportation Palestine. We would refer gou

to our signel NHo, 7 to Belgrade and your reply of 15-2-4

we have reported fully air mail Washington and London.
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6 COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
SION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

INCOMING TELEGRAM

WOMBER
FROM ¢ Belgrade to |

HRIRATLD ¥eshlington

DATED 21/2/46

RECEIVED 22/2/86 - 3:47 p.m

l. Greteful for rapld reply to ocur 320.
2. Crour of 110 persons of Jewish origin now at Bilielj ia Fouvthern
Jugosiavia. Thias group had wished to proceed o Paleatine o Gress:

" - = $-8
L vars 2L med At Frontior.

3. Jugoclav Government vequestsd that UFML Dears coot of expensas
Incurred for maintainancs this group pencding recsipt mling ag te px
por matacd: for thsly ronting and disposa.

i
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.Fonu lo:57 \ A‘{:‘Aﬂ @
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO Alfred E. Davidson

FROM Oscar Schachter 0X

SUBJECT

DATE 18 Jan 1946

I am doubtful about sending new cables to the Rumanian and Bulgarian
Control Commissions for the following reasons:

l. We are already clearly on record that we are prepared
to do the DP job under Res. 57 if called upon. It
can safely be presumed that the Control Councils are
aware of UNRRA and specifically of our willingness to
do the job under Resolution 57. Moreover as the
Hungarian request showea, we will be called upon for
help when we are wanted.

2. At a time when everyone is complaining of inadequate

: budget allocations it does not seem right to go around
looking for new customers, especially where we have
been turned down before.




FORM AD=-57

INTEROFFICE MEMORANULUUM
TO Oscar Schachter
Alfred E. Davidso@ng

FROM
SUBJECT . DATEJan. 3, 1945

Now that the agreements have been concluded with
the Russian Republics and the Moscow conference has
ended, 1 think we should move ahead on DP's in Bulgaria
and Rumenia, What would you think of getting up cables
to the Allied Control Councils for each of these

governments?



kp, Peter H, Bergson
Chalrman

Hebrew Committes of Natlonal ni’h_outihn
2315 Nassachusetts Avenue, N.%,
¥ashington 8, D, O,

Dear Jir. Sergeon:
In answer to your letter vt ! Jul 1“5 lh!.ah ts UNRRA's
aselstance for Hebrews : L1 _- ANgar m‘“tm to

omnrwu k 1lar request

- rels n--mmwmm.,tmtum

- that ‘has not yet succeeded in obtaining the agreemsnt

of the late mmuu to enter these countries,

mgmwmmt-mmmmmw
s

UNREA Gmon Ruolutim 1 provides:

to operate in an or area, 1t will
do se only from such and for such purposes
as may WMNM the military com-

hand and & Adminlstration on the other,..."

Bul » Hungary end Rumsnis are eagh under an Allied Cone-
trol Commission wits a Soviet chairman, the Soviet srmy
having the principal responsibility m the military ocou-
pation of these countries.

it should be borne in mind, nowevaer, that even if admitted
to these countries, UNRRA would not be able to give general
rellef, Under Gmn Hesolutions 10 and &7 1t may assist

only three groups of persona in enomy territoryt
(1) displaced persons of United Nations mtiamllﬁu

(8) stateless persons driven from thelir phcu of
settled residence



(3) persons, re ss of nationality, who were
ob to ve thelir country or place of
ori or former residence by action of the

my because of thelr rtuﬁ religion or

activities in favor of the United Nations.

UNREA has not sbandoned 1ts endeavor to assist such displaced
persons in these countries. The need that exists there, and
the desire of UBREA to afford reliefl, are matters which the
Director General bears in mind Iin visiting the Dalkan ares
this month.

Sincerely yours,
Roy F. Hendrickson
Acting Director General

WGR1ce/wh
24 July 1945



ow AD-UBa ‘

(21 WARCH 19%8) COMMUMNICATIONS SECTION

u N R RA ..vlmou OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
INCOMING TELEGRAM /

UL DCR B/203
RO s Belygrade to liashington
ROPLEATLD: London B/255
DAID: 20 July 1945 . :
HECLIVIID; 21 July 1945 - 9345 a.n.
Clear

1. iefer to cable from UIMIA Grecee to UNGA Jujoslavia nunbor 31
v..icu reporbed tiet tuore was nuch evidence of returnii; Grecus being
stripoed ond robbed betwoon Skoplje wad -onastir, probubly by pro=

Bul ;arian nacedonians, This cable requests,"can you request jreventive
action." liefor to reply fron UILIRA Jujoslavia cable nuober 3.

2. Informed Jugoslav authiorities and requested dreventive neasures

be talken. ..as agssured that innediate actulon would be taken to pre=
vent a repetitlon of suell occurcnce. Jugoslav authoritvics requested
deteiled infornation about ineidont immocdiately. Dxcaanie of cables
wuas operatioaal and not intonded as iacws releasc. we Lave uo knouled e
of uov gureil infornaticon came o L.asuington us news dispatell,

DISSAILBUTION:
DG - 2

SDug - 1

OCi. - 2

Pll = 2
Services = 4
#DP - 3

uC - 2

FILLS w 3 i

(SCCREL BOOKS)

49

- 11215 1
NOTICE: |sF5¥3arlo}'cog¢’(iﬁfﬁ?° ACTION TO BE TAKEN ON ACTION CGPY |N HANDS OF PERSON INDICATED BY (*) ASTERISK,




COILIUNICATIONS SECTION

UNRRA $1);

HULBER s 336

FROI: . Athens to Washington
REPEATED: London 232

DATED: 8 June 1945

RDGCEIVED: 3 July 1945 = 3345 poe

Code = Confidential

From Ligben,
Your 187 repeated London &g 12l.

1. I have twice discussed your proposcd meseage to chalrman of ACC Bulgeria
with acting Forelgn linister Tsamados. o asks we oxpress Greek Govi's
aopreéiation of your offer but requests you take no initiative ab present.

2, Soviet guthoriiics have now agreed in principle to recelve Grock
military liaiscn officer in Sofis. But in practice this uay ontall long
delay, and I doubt vhether in any case a solution %o displaced porson
problens will be found by this means, Howover, Greek GOVI viow is that
ULURRA intervention at this juncture might projudice tite chances of es-
tablishing direct relations botweon Athens and Sofia, which they

anzious for other reasons to bring about. g

3. As foreshafowed in fy despateh S0/DP/A92 of lay 10 addressod to BHO and
copies to you, the delays and lack of forceful diplomatic action in dealing

' with this mabtter in ERO have destroyed the Greek GOVIS confidence in ‘
ILRRA'S capacity to handle an international protlamof this kind, Your mossage
the $erms of which warnly approved, therefore came too lato, :

DISTRIBUTIONS -
DG - 2 Services -~ 4
SDDG = 1 DP - 3
OCLl =2 DA=2
#C « 2  FILES = 3
(SBCRET DOCKS)
(24)
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UNREA | COMMUNICATIONS SECTI ON
DIVIST 1T
4
INCOMING TELEGRAM JD.J v
AV
J
NUMB:R s 461
FROM: Athens to Belgrade B/38
RUPEAT kD2 iashington; London 364; Caserta 166
DATED: 29 June 1945
RECEIVED: 29 Jum 19“5 - 10:00 a.m.
Cipher
Your /3.

1. Survey and interrogation of several hundred /GOF ?/, 4000

refugees now arrived through Yugoslavia suggests substantial arount
baggage, clothing, etc. stolen from every refugee by Yugoslavs in

Skopije, Velles, Lonistir, Niki, Depredetions left rofugees no possesions
sdnimm’ clothing arrival Creek frontier,

2, Specific examples: 28 lay, Velles, Yugoslavian armed puards seized
substantial possessions 900 Creeks refugees travellinpg one train,

1 June, 1400 hours, Skoplje, 640 refugees similarly despoiled by armed
local authorities. 300 lost more possession at 1730 hours, Velles, 2
June, 3 June, everything left was moved by armed guards Monistir.

3, lefupees interviewed Niki 18 June state officials at Skopije had

seized nothing, stating had received specific instructions not to

control Greek refugees baggage. Same proup lost about half posse

essions secure Lonistir. Further depredations mzde under eyes of
UNRRA officials Niki, :

L. Submit above evidence of contravention UNHRA Council resolutions and
apreements.  Grateful your assistance.

5, Several hundred refupees stcted received no food, shelter, etc.
transit Yupgoslavia, except shelter. No food asserbly centre Belgrade.
hrranged transit Yuposl:via selling possessions not seized.



=

Some babies died. decent liashington telegrams clear failure receiving
country provide c:re and maintenance United Nations nationals in transit
regarded grave discriminations, Apart from this situation, grounds of
cormon humanity require . inmediate remedy. ilequest your urgent
assistance.

DISTRIBUTICN:
DG-2

SDDG.Y

OQ.2
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DA_2
Services-4
DP-3
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roru AD-UBa

(21 MARCH 1945)

UNRRA

\ . COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

INCOMING TELEGRAM [

NUMBERz 475 - \\
FROMM: Athens to Viashington
REPEATED: London 373
DATED: 27 June 1945
RECETVED: 28 June 1945 - 10345 a.m,
Clear
Your 34l.

Negotiations proceeding. Information on final arrangements will be
sent soon as position clarified.

DI STRI BUTT Ol
DG - 2

SDDG - 1
#OCM - 2

GC = 2
Services - 4
DP - 3

(37)
(FREE BOOKS)

NOTICE: INFORMATION COPY ONLY. ACTION TO BE TAKEN ON ACTION CGPY |N HANDS OF PERSON INDICATED BY (*) ASTERISK.



INCOMING CABLEGRAM o~
Al A
Noe. 88 _ ( \\J
From: Budapest to London 13, Washington
Dated: 19/6/46

Received: 22/6/46

Reur 83.

Careful research all agencies concerned indicated DP's eligible
UNRRA assistance approximately following, Poles 1500, Greeks

500, French 4, Belgians 30, Czechoslovakians 500, Transient
Jugoslavs averaged 50 monthly since January. Care these persons
most inadequate with no well organized procedures. Branch of
Austrian Polish Repatriation Mission doing best possible for
Poles with most limited resources clearing and transporting small
groups via Pressburg. Great need food, clothing, shoes, medicines.
Recommend UNRRA establish reception centre for about 1500 persons
for 3 months to register, maintalin, clothe, administer necessary
medical and sanitation care, also arrange orderly clearance and
transportation. Believe centre could be operated with 2 or 3
qualified class 1 employees assisted by refugees and indigenous
staff. Must import necessary supplies and equipment since

local materials unavailable or exorbitant. Please advise Page
what can be done. Reur 98 further information regarding
persecuted followinge.




rorw AD-UBD 3 . COMMUN ICAT1ONS SECTION

(21 MARCH 1945)

U N R R A DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
OUTGOING TELEGRAM /

NU?BER: 371

TO: Athens

REPEATED: London 1880

DATID: 18 June 19245

DISPATCHID: 19 June 1945 « 11:16 a.m.
Clear

Our 341,

Reiterate urgcney reply paragraphs 4 and 5 cur 187,

Drafted by: .
Xanthaky/Blinn (OCM)
18 June 1945

MOTICE: INFORMATION COPY ONLY.
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CorY

16 Jume 1945

Tos George Xanthaky
From: V. J¢ Tereshtenko
Subject: Evacuation of Poles from Yugoslavia.

To=day's issue of the Ngw York Times brings the following
despateh of the Polish Telegraph Agency, London:




rory AD-UBa COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
(21 MARCH 1945) : DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

UNRRA /
INCOMING TELEGRAM

NUMBER 390 L

FROMs Athens fo Washington

REPEATEDs: London 291

DATED¢ 14 June 1945

RECEIVED: 15 June 1945 -~ 10:00 a.m,
Clear

Reur 341 repeated London 1748.
Our 336 repeated Lendon 232 replies to your 187 repeated London 1210,

DISTRIBUTIO
DG %2%

SDDG (1)

ocH (2)

DA %2)
Gc (2)
Services (4)
*DP (3)
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FORM ID-uBa

(2 MARCH 1945)

2

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

UNRRA

NOTICE:

INCOMING TELEGRAM .

NUMBER 3 248 J7/ \/
FROM: Athens to Washington; London 127
DATED: 22 sy 1945
RECEIVID: 23 liay 1945 = 12:00 p.m.
Clear

Britieh Embaesy have received a telegram from the Foreign Office
conoernin® the Greeks in Bulgaria snd Bulsari in Greecs, The
Foreign Oriice indIcat®s they consider you are dealing this
problem, We understood the Director General was acting in this
matter perasonally and on this basis we have been negotiating with
the Greek Government, Please clarify the situation before any
further action taken.

I 10N
Lehman (2
Jackson, R. (1)
¥Faller (2)
Jackson (2)
Xanthaky (2)
Menshikov (2)
Hoehler (2)
Brown (2)

(38)
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?oau AD-48a

(21 MARCH 1945)

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION /

u NR R A ~ DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

INCOMING TELEGRAM -/ .
| gt Ve

NULBER: 204

FROM: Athens to London 94
REPEATED: Washington '

DATED: undated

RECEIVED: 21 liay 1945 - 3.15 p.m.

Paraphrase - restricted

1. Filed reports stato 400 Greek Refugeos from Austrian Prisons
have just arrived in pitiable condition at Florina Greoco
Yugoslav frontier. These refugoes statec they are advance guard
of betweun 30,000 and 40,000 Greeks deportod by CGermans for
work in Anstrian factories who are now naking thelr way aoross
Jugoslavia,

2., Small numbers of Jugoslav Refugoos are now coming into Greece,
a novernsnt which allied authoritics believo nayhiigw into
thousands., I am consulting with Embassies and ed authorities
on this problem and will cable shortly.

3. Thosoe problems together with ecarly possibility repatriation
of Greeks from Bulgaria as set out in Vashington 187 repsated
London as 1210, to which we will reply shortly, create problem
in lacedonia of first magnitude vhich local authorities unable
to handle without very much increased UNRRA staff, assistance
and advice. Our displaced persons division able to handle
these problems but they are discouraged by lack of action on
various requests for information and personnel from ERO.
Please immediately act upon our 16 repeated to ‘/ashington

as 45 and also do your best to dispateh by alr at least 3
displaced persons specialists, preferable make organizers, and
inforn ne what further staff you can spare 1f situation
dovelops as antioipatod abova.

S (O]

2 Brown R.R. (2)
Jackson R. 31] *Hochler Sa)
Xanthaky (2 Feller (2

Jackson H. (2) Sayre (2)
lionshikew- (2) .

NOTE: This ocablc provious distributed as 204 from Bari

NOTICE:  |NFORMAT 10N CORy] @kses AGRINSTB BEUABY, ON ACTION COPY IN HANDS OF PERSON (NDICATED BY ) astenis.
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rors AD-UBa

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
(21 MARCH 1945)

“DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
UNRRA 0
‘ -1{) il
| % I

INCOMING TELEGRAM o

f 'T ..\'(
.]lI

NUMBER: 199
FROMs Athens to Washington; London 88
DATED: 12 May 1945
RECEIVED: 14 Mgy 1945 - 11300 a.m,
Clear

Before taking further action regarding Greeks in Bulgaria on which
Embassy is consulting with Foreign Office await my letter SO/DP/492
despatched liay 10th copled to Washington.

D ON
nis

Jackson, R. (1)
Xantheky (1)
Feller (B)
Sayre (2)
*Hoehler (2)
* Menshikov (8)

(40)
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rorw AD-U6D

(21 MARCH 1945)

@ RRA

j s s e J
SIS g

= x COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

OUTGOING TELEGRAM
g2
%
A
NUNMBER g 187 Mh‘(|+

T0: Athens y

REPEATEDS London 1210 /’/f

DATED3 10 limy 1945

DISPATCHED: 10 llay 1945 « 5:10 pe N
Clear

Reur 32 to London.

One. Apparen mly you were unavare, at tine of sending
your 32 to London reply of 4CC Bulgaria wvhich statces
quote ©the Soviat ﬁaan Cormand doos not see tho neccssity
for UlIRRA to sond its reprosentatives to Bulgaria as reliof
to previous mentioned categories of people is an obligation
of Bulgarian Govermment in confomity witi. the .Armistice
Agreansnt unguote.

Tros In vioyw of urgencey of problems Director Gencral
proposes to send Tellowving ocble to General Biryuzof,
Chairman of i0C Bulgaris., Quote. One. The Gresk Government
hes requested UNRRA to assist in arranging for the return of
Greeks nowr resident in Dulgaria and is anxious to essist in
returning to their cowntry Bulgarien nationals now in Groces.
Twoe. The Greek Governmont, which does not now maintain
corrmnications with the Buigqriun Government has requested
that the good offices of ACC Dulgaria and of UNRRLA be
utilized to achieve the objeective outlined in paragraph one.
Thryees I am anxlous to rospond coopsratively to the request
of the Greek Govermment and I hope that you and your
organization will join me in this hamanitarian objective.
Four, I would propose, if you are willing, that you conduet
the corrmnications with the Bulgarian Gnvcrnment, as necessary

while I vw1ll conduct the communcations with the Greek

Governnment, Pive. 48 a first step I would suggest that you
saak to establish at what datces and at vthat points the
Bulgarian® Government would be willing to present Greck nationals
for repatristion. I will request from thoe CGreck Govarnment
similar information with respeot to the repatriation of
Bulgarian naticpnals. Six. .= you kKnow, UNRR. is, and has been,

NOTICE: INFORMATION COPY ONLY.



prepared o provids personiel for the care and novanent of
Greek nationals in Bulgaria. llowever, in the light of your
pravious corsmnication we sssums thils is unnecessary. since

you have assurcd us that adeguate care and supply arrangements .
are beinc provided Ly the Bulgorian Governtent pursuant to its
obiigation under the terms of the smisticeo Agreenent. Unquote.

Thyee, Before transnitting the above Dirsctor General
wonld appresiate your roactlons to text amdi any. changes you
deom egsgsenbiale. :

Four. | Befors cably can be gent you rnust securs from
Creek Lovernment a formal reguest to UNRRA for assistance in
repatriation of displaced Creek natiomals Bulgaria and
Tulgarian nationals Gresce along lincs nontioned in proposed
cable apnd, in addition, request should alsc centain a gensral
stotoment to allow for future operational exigonecles,

Pive. Coble goonest date and verbatin text of Greek
reguast. Pending itronsmission and ¥oeeipt of ansiier to above
cahie would you begin dlscussions with Gresk Government and
ecaenble dabta necsssary under paragraph £ive of proposod
oible s

Drafted bys
Hondrdckson
g liay 1945

DISTRIBUTION
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9 May 15

Roy Hendrickson
Osorge Xanthaky

TO:

Greek-Bulgarian Displaced Persons
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To-Twe. 2B frawes - S/

. . CEoFRX t‘r ORL

~ - ,11 Portland Place,
j V‘IU V’U ( } LONDON, Weke

o K 30th April, 1945
Dear lir. Welsl, | ""1"’ (N ‘i

You will have received U.NsR.R.A. Athens eable no. 86 of 14 April,
1945 and a copy of our cable no. 929 of 27 April, 1945,

I now enclose a copy of our letter, arising from the above cables,
to ¥r. I.A. Iliuschenko, U.S.B.R. representative on the C.C.E., dated
27 April, 1945, for your information.

Yours sincerely,

(.Edo) (hj. Gen, XKeJe Martin)
d of Eastern European Section

Mr. Prank Velsl,

Chief, Central & Lestern
Buropean Divisien,

UsisRefalay

1344 Connectlicut Avenue,

wm 25. D.c.

27th April, 1945

Mr. Iliuschenko,
32, Highgate uut Hill, N.6.

Dear Mr. Iliuschenke,

May I refer you to letter addressed to Sir Frederick Lelth Ross of
sam.lm in w you state that "in accordance with the Armistice
s with Rumania (Articles 5 & 6) and with Bulgaria (Articles

4&5) wmmmnammmmt;mdmnnm
co-ntnal undertook an obligation to provide the necessary rellef of food,
clothing, medical supplies and services, etc., for the groups of popu~
ht!.uu mt!md in your letters, there seems to be no evidence that it

for U.N.RReAe b0 sond its representatives to Rumania and
Bulsu-k in order to acquaint themselves with the situation of the dise
gl;l.d persons in these countries, or to extend the asaistance to them by

HaReReA"o

2. On 17 Jan, 1945, Sir F.W. Leith Ross sent you a copy of a letter
addressed by him, under instructions from washington, to the Chairman of
the Allled Control Commission in Bulgaria, on the mpml to send two
UuNeReReds Topresentatives into Bulgaria to ascertain what assistance
could be rendered UN RBRA, to "displaced persons™ and in the control
of epidemics in country.

3¢ On 4 April 1945, the following re from the Chairman of the Allied
Gontrol Commission in Bulgarie was received by the Administration at

BQRGOO'-
"The Soviet High Command does not see necessity for
UNRRA to send its representatives to Bulgaria as
relief to previously mentioned categories of peoples
hmob:l.mthnefaulmsovomt in con=-
formity armistice agreement,”




matter, as far as I am aware, 1s noll covered the terms of
mmmmm_mmw.mmmr. two stions
are hr As

closely toge

these Bulgarians were in into
Greece as a result of action, Greek people naturally press strongly

for their early return to ir own territory.

Ce
the necessity for the entry two U.N.N.l.A. representatives into

|

requested?

in co~ordinating the sction. of the
the Armistice with that of the Government in

These representatives should be able

Usialiallofi e tives into

wm. The entry of m
mh have the added advantage of Greek I and
tate the action

of the U R

with the Greek Government

oleis lission in Athens in the
“ _

Yours sincerely,

(Maje = Gen. E.J. Martin)
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(21 MARCH 1945) COMMUN ICATIONS SECTION

u N R R A DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
OUTGOING TELEGRAM .

ot :

NUMBER: 1050

TO: Lendon

REPE,TED: Athens 148

DATED: 28 April 1945

DISPABCHT.D: 28 Aprdl 1945 5:45 p.n.
Clear

Reur 92% v

If you have not yat approached U.5.5.R. representative
do not ropeat not dc so0. Action to Lo taken here.

Drafted by:
Hares{Leting General Counsol)
28 April 1945

DIS JTION

Jackson ,Re(1)
Faeller tc.f
Sayer (2 z
Jaclzson 3!
llenshikov (7)
Kuo (3)
Hoohlor (3)

(43)

MOTICE: |INFORMATION COPY ONLY.




fgruﬂ?fllﬁgaa B - COMMUNICAT10NS SECTION
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

UNRRA
INCOMING TELEGRAM | ‘

.F--'yj \ ('\n}}/
: ¥ 1,
}){,"’ ’\
/i |
NUMBER 3 929
FROM: London to Athens 42
REPEATED¢ Washington
DATED: 27 April 1945
RECEIVEDs 27 April 1945 - T:00 pem.
Clear
Your 32,

Replies hive been received from ACC that necesgity for sending UNRRA
representatives into Bulgaria 1s not appreciated as obligation rests
with Bulgarian Government in conformity with Armistice Agreement, This
is al8o view of USSR representative on CCE, In view of representations
now mide by Greek Government and by you fresh spproach is being made to
USER representative on CCE stressing that conditions of return of
displaced persons also involve return of Bulgarians introduced into
Greece, Will adviee you of result. ;

Jacksdn, R. (1)
*Feller (2)
Sayre (2)
Jackson, H, (3)
Menshikov (7)
Kuo (3)
Hoshler (2)

NOTICE: !NFORMATION COPY ONLY. ACTION TO BE TAKEN ON ACTION CGPY |N HANDS OF PERSON INDICATED BY (*) ASTERISK.
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COMMONICATIONS SHOTION
UNRRA DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVI CES
mcom;n_u TELEGRAM
HUMBER - 86
FROM: Athens %0 London 32

REPEATED: Weashington

DATED : 14 April 1945
RECEIVID: 15 April 1945 = 5:00 pom.
Cipher

UNRRA Cairo 78 to London repeated to Washington as 160 refers.

It is nm of utmost importance to this mission that greater progress be mde
on provlems of Greek deportees to Bulgaria and Bulgarian intruders in Greeece.
I fear that preoccupation of publie opinion here with thossunsolved national
problems will prejudice the Greek Government's attitude towards other refugee
questions in which Greek co-operation is essential. Appeals of successive Greek
Governmeat t0 us are becoming increasingly insistent end I fesl as an
interngt ional organization we must respond energetically to this challenge.

2. . Since no reply has been received by UNRRA from ACC I must ask you %o exdrt
further pressure with regard to UNRRA's request for small exploratory UNRRA
mission to Sofim. I bave put this to Gemeral Scobie snd to British Ambassador
Athens, wvho agree so far as they are concerned it is importamt to avoid
suspicion that UNRRA's desire %o enter Bulgaria springs from any particular
national interest /Pchannel/influencing administration, a point to be borne

in mind when selecting changes of cammunication with Sofia (see para. 3 below).
You might also consider proposing to ACC that UNRRA u:plontory miseion should
eonsist of Russian sponsoied shairman with 1 British snd 1 Amsrivan member
appointed by you in consultation with us here.

3. In iy view next step should be renewed request from ERQ hended to Soviet
Ambessadar at London for telephonie tranmmission to Sofia for Colonel General
Biryuzoy, Chairman of ACC, Bulgaria. Foreign Offiee could then be asked to
telegraph copies of meseage with appropriate explanstions to mum Ambassadoy
Moscow rcqm-ﬂng him o secure the support of his U.S. eolleague in joing
attempt to interest the Soviet F.0. I believe request would be most likely to
sucesed 17 confined to problem of Greeks in Bulgeria and Bulgarian in Gresce.
Epedemic esperts msntimad in your 37 London to Cairo eould be sumnoned later

ii' WMQ



Please inform me a&s soon as possible of what fresh steps you are to take a0
that 1 cen prepere to seize the orrportunity when it cccurs and also reassure

the Greek Govarmment that UNRRA iz doing everything in its power to resolve
this preblem.



DRAFT
13 Feb 1945
Alckin:hh

To: Mr, Herbert H. Lehman
From:

Suhjcctz Jewish Refugees in Rumania and Bulgaria

The British government has made informel inquiry of UNRRA
as to whether 1t would be prepared to accept in Philippeville or
other UNRRA operated camps Jewish refugees who may reach the
Turkish border, having come from Rumania and Bulgaria.

It appears that when those countries were occupled by the
Germans, the British government informed the Turkish government
that any Jewish refugees contriving to escape over the Turkish
border would be given Palestine visas and therefore might be
admitted by the Turkish government without fear that they would
have no ultimate destination and become a charge upon the Turkish
government, On the liberation of Rumania and Bulgaria by the
Russian forces, this guarantee to the Turkish government was
withdrawn by the British government on the ground that the
immediate need for the refugees escaeping from German-occupled
territory had disappeared, and that the normal procedure for
application for Palestine visas could be reinstated,

However, numbers of these refugees continued to reach the
Turkish bordér and it appears that in mid-January some 600
refugees reached the Turkish~Bulgarian border and were turned
back by the Turkish authorities, since they lacked Falestine
visas. This particular incident was solved by the lssue of




Palestine visas to those 600 but the British government is
unwilling to adopt this course in future cases and 1s anxlous

that some other arrangement be made for the temporary care of
refugees coming out of Bulgaria and Rumania so that some assurance
may be given to the Turkish goverrnment that refugees crossing
their border will be moved on elsewhere.

The use of the Philippeville camp has been suggested by the
British government for the accommodation of such refugees, and ~
the British Minister Resident at Caserta was instructed to inquire
of AFHQ whether, provided the U,S8. government and UNRRA agreed,
such refugees could be mccommodated at Fhilippeville. In December,
the British Minister Resident at Caserta stated that AFHQ had
sgreed to the proposal, subject to the consent of the U.S8. govern-
ment and UNRRA., The Minister Resident also stated to the Foreign
0ffice that.thc UNRRA lisison officer at AFHQ and the UNRRA
displaced persons representative were both present at the meeting
when this proposal wes discussed and expressed agreement to the
suggestion that the refugees be accommodated at Philippeville,
subject to the agreement of the U.S. government and of UNRRA
headquarters.,

In the meantime the guarantee to the Turkish government has

been withdrewn and, in view of figures which have recently been
received by the British Embassy in Washington, it seems possible
that the problem may assume considersble proportions. The British
Embassy states that according to thelr ;nfornation,-thoro are
already some 16,000 Jewish refugees in Rumania who have come from



Hnnsiry, as well as some 2,000 from Poland to ClQOhOIlOVlkil;

and that in view of the widespread devastation in Hungary their
numbere are expected to increase as the Russian armlies advance,
and et least 20,000 more can be expected within the next six
months, All these refugees have come through the fighting lines
and the majority are destitute and have no permits to reside in
Rumania, and cannot be absorbed there in view of Rumanla's present
economic condition,

The British Government has therefore ingquired whether such of
these refugees as may reach the Turkish border and be permitted to
leave Bulgaria could be looked after by UNRRA and accommodated at
Philippeville. If so, the Turkish authorities could be informed
that any such refugees permitted to leave Bulgaria could be
admitted in Turkey without fear of there being no other place to
which they could then proceed.

The problem of these refugees who may on thelr own initlative
reach the Turkish border 1s a separate one from that of general
displaced persons operations in Rumania or Bulgaria under Resolution
.57- For these latter operations, a request from the appropriate
eivil authoritlies and the consent of the military authorities are
required, but in the caseé of these refugees who reach the Turkish
border and who are otherwise within the scope of UNRRA's authority,
UNRRA could undertake their reception and care at Philippeville
without these formal requirements, though of course as a matter of
poliey the interested authoritles should be kept informed., The

issue is, however, a separate one from that involved in the present
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inquiries being made of the Allled Control GQNmisllonl in Rumania
and Bulgaria. These refugees would of course have to be otherwise
within the scope of UNRRA's authority, and in these c¢cilrcumstances
the relevant eriterion, at least for those originating in Hungary,
Rumania and Bulgaries, is that they should have been displaced
because of their race or réligion. Those of Pollish or Czech
nationality, or who are stateless, would be within UNRRA's Juris-
diction without the necessity of meeting that test.

UNRRA's care of these refugees should, of course, continue
only until it is possible for arrangements to be made for their
repatriation. PFor those who cannot be repatriated, UNRRA's care

should continue for a ressonable period while the Inter-Governmental

Committee deals with thelr resettlement. The question of those who
do not desire repatriation 1s dependent on the settlement of the
issue raised by the Standing Technical Committee on Displaced
Persons, However, 1t is clear that UNRRA can undertake the
temporary care of displaced persons within its jurisdiction until
1t is ascertained whether they can be repatriated and whether they
wish to be repatriasted., Thus no formal or technical difficulties
stand in the way of UNRRA in the immediate care of thes; refugees,
Although the refugees referred to above are clearly within
the scope of UNRRA's authority, it 1s probable that they would
be mixed with others with whom UNRRA 1s not authorized to deals
Rumanian and Bulgarian Jews who simply desire to leave thelr
present places of residence now that the opportunity teo do so has
arisen, do not fall within UNRRA's scope, but 1t is probable that



there will be some such persons émnngst any groups of Jewish

refugees seeking or obliged to leave Rumania and Bulgaria. Those
who had been displaced by the Germans from their places of origin
in Hungary, Poland or Czechoslovakia, and left behind In the wake
of the retreating German armles, would clearly fall within UNRRA's
authority and no formal diffieculty would prevent UNRRA's csring
for them. This possibillity, or perhaps probability, may lead to
administrative difficulties.

It 1s recommended that UNRRA's policy should be to take care
of these refugees insofar as they fall within its Jjurisdiction and
that the United States and British Governments be informed accord-
ingly. It is also recommended that UNRRA's staff in the fleld
should be authorized to screen these refugees so as to determine
which of them UNRRA is able to care for and to inform all interested
private sgencles so that arrangements might be made for the care of
those who are outside UNRRA's jurisdictione.
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1 5 Feb 1945

JEWISH REFUGEES

AND BULGARIA

TN RUMANIA

The British government has made informal inguiry of UNRRA as to
whether it would be prepared to accept in Philippeville or other
UNRRA operated camps Jewish refugees who may reach the Turkish

border, having come from Rumania and Bulgarisa.

It appears that when those countries were occupied by the Germans,
the British government informed the Turkish government that any
Jewish refugees contriving to escape over the Turkish border would
be given Palestine visas and therefore miéht be admitted by the
Turkish government without fear that they would have no ultimate
destination and become a charge upon the Turkish government. On
the liberation of Rumania and Bulgaria by the Russian forces, this
guarantee to the Turkish government was withdrawn by the British
government on the ground that the immediate need for the refugees
escaping from German-occupied territory had disappeared, and that
the normal procedure for application for Palestine viaas.could be

reinstatede.

However, numbers of these refugees continued to reach the Turkish
border and it appears that in mid-January some 600 refugees reached
the Turkish-Bulgarian border and were turned back by the Turkish
authorities, since they lacked Palestine visas. Thils particular
incldent was solved by the issue of Palestine visas to those 600

but the British government is unwilling to adopt this course in
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future cases and is anxious that some other arrangement be made
for the temporary care of refugees coming out of Bulgaria and
Rumania so that some assurance may be given to the Turkish govern=-

ment that refugees crossing their border will be moved on elsewhere.

The use of the Philippeville camp has been suggested by the British
government for the accommodation of such refugees, and the British
Minister Resident at Caserta was instructed to inquire of AFHQ
whether, provided the U.S. government and UNRRA agreed, such
refugees could be accommodated at Philippeville. In December, the
British Minister Resident at Caserta stated that AFHQ had agreed

to the proposal, subject to the consent of the U.S. government

and UNRRA. The Minister Resident also stated to the Foreign Office
that the UNRRA liaison officer at AFHQ and the UNRRA displaced
persons representative were both present at the meeting when this
proposal was discussed and expressed agreement to the suggestion
that the refugees be accommodated at Philippeville, subject to the

agreement of the U.S. government and of UNRRA headquarters.

In the meantime the guarantee to the Turkish government has been
withdrawn and, in view of figures which have recently been received
by the British Embassy in Washington, it seems possible that the
problem may assume consliderable proportions. The British Embassy
states that according to their information, there are already some
16,000 Jewish refugees in Rumania who have come from Hungary, as

well as some 2,000 from Poland to Czechoslovakia, and that in view



of the widespread devastation in Hungary their numbers are
expected to increase as the Russlan armies advance, and at
least 20,000 more can be expected within the next six monthse.
All these refugees have come through the fighting lines and
the majority are destitute and have no permits to reside in
Rumania, and cannot be absorbed there in view of Rumania's

present economic condition.

The British Government has therefore inquired whether such of
these refugees as may reach the Turkish border and be permitted
to leave Bulgaria could be looked after by UNRRA and accommodated
at Philippeville. If so, the Turkish authorities could be
informed that any such refugees permitted to leave Bulgaria
could be admitted in Turkey without fear of there being no other

place to which they could then proceed.

The problem of these refugees who may on their own initiative
reach the Turkish border is a separate one from that of general
displaced persons operations in Rumania or Bulgaria under Resolu-
tion 57. For these latter operations, a request from the approp=-
riate civil authorities and the consent of the miiitary
authorities are required, but in the case of these refugees

who reach the Turkish border and who are otherwise within the
scope of UNRRA's authority, UNRRA could undertake their reception
and care at Philippeville without these formal requirements,
though of course as a matter of policy the interested authorities

should be kept informed. The issue is, however, a separate one




from that involved in the present inquiries being made of the
Allied Control Commissions in Rumania and Bulgeria. These
refugees would of course have to be otherwise within the scope

of UNRRA's authority, and in these circumstances the releveant
criterion, at least for those originating in Hungary, Rumania and
Bulgaria, is that they should have been displaced because of thelir
race or religion. Those of Polish or Czech nationality, or who are
stateless, would be within UNRRA's jurisdiction without the necw

essity of meeting that test.

1#9 Although the refugees referred to above are clearly

within the scope of UNRRA's:authority, it is probable that they
would be mixed with others with whom UNRRA is not authorized te
deal, Rumanian and Bulgarian Jews who simply desire to leave their
present pleces of residence now that the opportunity to do so has |
arisen, do not fall within UNRRA's scope, but it 1s probable that
there will be some such persons amongst any groups of Jewish
refugees seeking or obliged to leave Rumania and Bulgaria. Those
wha had been displaced by the Germans from their places of origin
in Hungary, Poland or Czechoslovakia, and left behind in the wake
of the retreating German armies, would clearly fall within UNRRA's
authority and no formal difficulty would prevent UNRRA's caring

for thems This possibility, or perhaps probability, ;;;;1 lead to
administrative ~diillea difficulties.
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17th January, 1945

My dear Ambassador,
We have received instructions from Washington to

uest to the Allied Control Commission in

Bulgaria permission to send two representatives into
BuTZaria in order to acquaint themselves with the situation

of "displaced persons" in that country and with the danger

of the sprecad of epidemics, and to advise the Administration -
as to what assistance might be extended by UNRRA,

I cnclose hereith copy of a letter which I am .
accordingly sending through the good offices of the Foreign
Office to the Chairman of the Commission in Bulgaria, and I
shall be very grateful for any assistance you may bc able .
to give in securing the favourable consideration of the
request contained thereine

Yours sincerely,

(sgd) Fo W, LEITH ROSS

The Hone John Ge. Winant



FOR INFORMATION ONLY

GENERAL DISTRIBUTION
ACTION: Mre Scott

UNRRA CAIRO TO ERO

Nos 28 i Dated: 16 January 1945

(EN CLAIR) Receiveds. 18 January 1945

Reference Rendell!s letter of December 14 to Scobt

1, Greck Government has formally asked Grecce ljidtlon to assigt

in arranging repatriation of Grecks deported (o ‘Bulgariae

2¢ Picr@éc and Barger discussed this with the British authorities

in Greece with Hochler in Rome and with AFHQ.

Se¢ With the assistance of the Soviet representative herc as well
as through Allied military channcls we are presenting rcequest

to the Allied Control Commission in Bulgaria for permission.to
send two representatives of the Displaced Porsong Division to
discuss the matter with ?hom and to report on what asgistance

we might be able to give,

1,5650




17ﬁh*-January;_1945m
My dear Rendel,

At our meeting yesterday you were good enoughb-fq say
that the Foreign Officé would be willing to forwapd,_gnlouf
behalf; a request to the Chairmaﬁ of the Allied Controi  Cbﬁ-
mission for Bulgaria to admit a.sifn'éll mission of _e};qx.liry to'll

Accordingly I enclosec hercwith e formal request ;9.116.
I should be most grateful if the Foreign Officerould.cablél"
this request to Bulgaria and use its goed 0ffices Ior pl."l'es‘ent;ir;g
it to the Commission. I lecave you'to 'decide whother the tex
of Resolution 57 should also be cabled or could be forwarded
by bage.

I should add that I shall commmnicate the names of the
two representatives whom it is proposed to send to Bulgaria
as soon as possible,

Yours,

(sgd) D. WARD

Sir George Rendel, K.C.M.Go




- 17th January, 1945

Dear Mr, Iliuschenko, ,

e have received instructlons from Waghi

L

request to thglAlligd Control Commission
permission %o:send tﬁo reﬁfesentatives into Bulgaria in order

to acquaint themgelves with tho situation of "displaced persons”
in that coﬁntry and with the dﬁnggf of fhe spread of epidemics,
and to advise the Administratioﬁ as to what asgistance might

be extonded by UNRRA,.
[
I enclose hercwith copy of a letter which I am accordingly
sending through the good offices of the Foreign Office to the

Chairman of the Commission in Bulgaria, and I shall be very

grateful for any assistance you may be able to give in securing
the favourable consideration of the request contained theroln,

Yours sincercly,

(sgd) Fo W, LEITH~ROSS

Mre Ie A. Iliuschenko




A.C.20/11 ‘ ERO LONDON

18 January, 1945

Dear Hugh,
With reference to our telegram nos 120 of 17 January
I am sending you herewith copies of the following documents:
KAL) Sir Frederick Leith-Ross! letter of the 17 January
to the Chairman of the Allied Control Commission
for Bulgaria.

(2)'_ _Mf; Ward's letter to Sir George Rendel requesting the
" Forelgn 0ffice to cable this request to Bulgaria,

(3) Sir Frederick'!s letter to Mrs Iliuschenko informing
him of the action taken.

(4) Sir Frederick's letter to Mr. Winant in the same
Senseq

Yours sincerely,
(sgd) A. He ROBERTSON

PS: I also attach copy of .telegram 28 from Cairo just recelived,
We will repeat our reply to Washington.

Mre Hugh Jackson
UNRRA
WASHINGTON




2 : 17th January, 1945
Sir,

The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
is authorised by Resolution 57 of its Council, representing
forty-four United Nations, to assist, subject to certain con=-
ditions specified therein, in the care and repatriation of their
nationals displaced in ex~enemy territory and of other nersons
who have been obliged to leave their country or place of origin
or former residence or who have been deported therefrom, by
action of the enemy, because of race, religion or activities in
favour of the United Nations. It is similarly authorised to
undertake measures for the control of epidemics for the vurpose
of preventing their spread to Unlted Nations areas or United
Nations nationalsa :

be subJect to the agreo“ nt and oontrol of the Allied Control T
Commission, - * 3 el . .

In ‘order' to ascertain the scope. of Lhe oroblem and determine
how 1t can assist, the Administration requests. the»Allied Control -
Commission to: authorlse it to send two ronre@edtatlvcs ‘to Bulgaria,
and to give these representat¢ves all possivle facilities fer. the
accomplishment of their mission whien they arrive in Bulgaris. The
Administration would be grateful if the Allted: Control: Comnigsion
could see its way to clearinf this mabtcr as soon &s posswole.

The names of the re Dres“ntatlve» of thbaﬁﬂmiHlSmP&thH WJll

be communicated to the Allied Control Commission for their
approval at the earliest pOSSLDle nomunt.- G AT -

. L em, Sir,
Your obe&iént Sekvéﬁt;
(sgd) F. W, LEITH-ROSS
- . : ;Deputy Director General.,
The Chairman

Allied Control Comn1831on,
Bulgaria




Forwarded with the Compliments

of Mr., John Russell
of the British Embassy,

Washington, D. C.

Keith Aickin, Esq.,
Room 514,
Dupont Circle Apartments,
Washington, DeC, January 19th, 1945,

519575
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My dear Oeorge,

A% our meeting on Junuary 15th when we
were discussing my letter to you of Docemder 27¢h, I under-
took to find out whether the problem of Balken refugees
arriving at the Turkish fromtier without Falestine vieas
had in fwot become actual. Tou sAll remsmber that it
@34 so that afteymoon, when the news came out sbout the
party of six hmdred odd refugess who hud beem turnmed
back at Zwilangred by the Turkish euthoritiea for lack
of Falestine vieas., This perticular incident wes finally
solved by admitting the whole party to Palestine, but
this is a "force majeure' solution which obwiously esmnot
be uned again.

The foreign Offiece tell us that they have
reagon to believe that there will de more ineidemte of a \
similar pature and Sthay are most enxions %o got en enswer
out of UNRRA regamiing the possidility of letting such
people into Phildppeville. The following quotation from
e Foreign Office Selogram of January 15th sbout this
particular incident, which we bave juet received, shows

A 51957j
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Lopdon's attitude:
“iad we been able agroapent on use of Phillipeville
it 4o we should mot have felt it
to vl our private assuramee %o Turkish
all reaching Turkey would be found some
(not Palastine) and that party would
have held up on Turkish fromtier, though we
bava uhether party could in fact
to emter Palertine under quota srrogemants”.

As you may have soen in the papers there was cuite a lot of
publicity over this incident, all of it highly umfavoureble to us. In
order %o show the real facts of the cuse, we put out a press relsase
here, copy of which I now amclose, but 1% 4id pot attain a fraction of
the circulastion which had beem givem %o the origizal immccourate end
dammging reports. These sppear $0 have been based entirely ob the
Selogrem from our friand Jabotimaki.

1 an sending & copy of this letter to Kedth Afckin &t UMRNA
to keep him up-to-date, 1 spoke to him on the telephome today emd he is
cpdeavouring to ascertain UNRRA's views om the question,

Yours sincerely,

7. 1, Mussell



Extract from British White Paper on PALESTINE dated

May, 1939

"(1) Jewish immigration during the next five years will be at a
rate which, if economic absorptive capacity permits, will bring the
Jewlsh population up to approximately one-third of the total population
of the country. Taking into account the expected natural increase of

the Arab and Jewish populations, and the number of illegal Jewlsh
Immigrants now in the country, this would allow of the admission, as
from the beginning of April this year, of some 75,000 immigrants over
the next five years. These immigrants would, subject to the criterion
of economic absorptive capacity, be admitted as follows:=-

(a) For each of the next five years a quota of 10,000
Jewish immigrants will be allowed, on the understanding
that a shortage in any one year may be added to the guotas
for subsequent years, within the five-year period, if
economic absorptive capacity permits.

(b) In addition, as a contribution towards the solution
of the Jewish refugee problem, 25,000 refugees will be
admitted as soon es the High Commissioner is satisfied
that adequate provision for thelr maintenance is ensured,
special consideration being given to refugee children and
dependants.

(2) The existing machinery for ascertalning economic absorptive
capacity will be retained, and the High Commissioner will have the
ultimate responsibility for deciding the limits of economic capacity.
Before each periodic decision is taken, Jewish and Arab representatives
will be consulted.

(3) After the period of five years no further Jewish immigration
will be permitted unless the Arabs of Palestline are prepared to acqulesce
in it

(4) His Majesty's Government are determined to check illegal
immigration, and further preventive measures are being adopted. The
numbers of any Jewish illegal immigrants who, despite these measures,
may succeed in coming into the country and cannot be deported will be
deducted from the yearly quotas."



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

December 30th,1944.

My dear Kelth,

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter
which I wrote on December 27th to George Warren
about a question to which we have been asked by
the Foreign Office to get a reply as soon as
possible. I thought I would at the same time
send a copy to you in order that you may be kept
in the picture and also in case there 1s anything
which you can do to accelerate matters at thils

end.
Yours sincerelyii

John W. Russell

Mr. Keith Alckin,
U.N.RDRUA. »

1 Dupont Circle,

Washington, D.C.
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Refugees General 105/225/44

27th December, 1944
Refs 105/225/44 ;
Ky dear George,
In confirmation of our telephons conversation
of December 26th, I am now sending you the following
written record of the developments to which I drew the
Department?s attention on November 29th,

2. VWhen Roumania and Bulgaria were still under
enemy control, an arrangement was made whereby the British
Passport Control Office at Istanbul could grant a Paleatine
visa %0 any Jewish refugee who might succeed in reaching
Tarkey in his flight from Nagi persecution. The British
Government guaranteed to the Turkish Government that they
would find a destination beyond Turkey for all such
refugees, so that there should be no risk of thelr
remaining as a charge on the hands of the Turkish |
Govermuent,

3« Since the allled occupation of Roumania and
Bulgaria the Jews in those countries are no longer in
danger and the abovementioned arrangement was therefore

/dropped

Mr, George Warren
ahhrgqu'hm%,
Washington, DeC.
JWR: EBE
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dropped and a normal control system introduced whereby
applicants for entry into Palestine from Roumenla mnd
Bulgarie mast first obtain visas from the British
Political Representative at Sofia or Bucharest. It was
hoped that very fow refugees would thus arrive at
Istanbul without the necessary onward visa. At the same
time, however, in order fo prevent the refugees being
turned back by the Turkish t-uthorltin, the guarantee
- previously given to the Turkish Covermment was &
maintained,

4. The British Covernment were thus atlll obliged _,
to find ultimate destinatlions for such Jewish refugeesn |
&8 might stilll reech Turkey without being able to
procesd to Palestine., The British Minister Resident at

Caserta was accordingly instructed on November 27th to
ask A.F.H.Q. whether, provided the United States
Government and URRRA agreed, such refugees could not be
acoommodated at the Philippeville Refugee Cantre, where
ample room was available,

S« On December llth, the British Einister Resident
at Caserta telegraphed the Forelgn Office to the effect
that AF.H.Qe had agreed to the proposal, subject to the
consent of the United States Government and of UNRRA, |
The Hinister alsc reported that the UnRRA Deputy
Director General for Displaced Persons and the UNRRA
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Liaison Officer at A.F,H.q. were both preaent at the

meoting at which this proposal was discussed and expressed
readiness on behalf of UNRRA to receive these refugees
subject always to the consent of the United States
Government and of UNRRA Headquarters,

6o In the meantime, inponformity with a request
made by the Jewish Agency, the Palestine Administration
had made a re-allocation of the Pslestine Immigration
certificates still outstanding under the White Paper quota.
This re-allocation was, however, in danger of being
swamped by large nusmbers of Jews from Roumania and
Bulgaria reaching the Turkish frontier on their owm
initiative and who, in order to avold their being turned
back by the Turks, would have t0 be given Palestine visas
by the British Passport Control Cfficer at Istanbul, In
these circumstances the Erlitish Government was compelled
on December 20th to inform the Turkish Govermment that the
original guarantee (referred to in paragraph 2 above) had
to be withdrawn, _

"¢ This withdrawal of the guarantee, plus the
establishment of Control machinery in Bucharest and Sofia,
seemed to offer the best means of dilscouraging the
unauthorised stream of wouldebe lmmigrants. The interval,
however, between the withdrawal of the guarantee and the
effective inplementation of the control at Bucharest and

/Softa
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Sofia, inevitably left a gap, during which mu“ﬂl‘l
parties would continue to reach the Turkish frontler.

8s It is to avoid the hardship that would be
inflicted on these people if they were to be turned back
from the Turkish frontler that it has been suggested they
sheuld be accommodated at Philippeville. We have In this ‘
Eubassy no details of these movements, but thi Foreign |,
Office and AF.H.Q. consider the matter urgent and have
instructed us to request the earliest possible expression
of view by the United States Government, in order that
the necessary administrative arrengements may be set on
foot fortawith. I should accordingly be most grateful
if you could let me have at your earliest convenience a
reply for the Foreign Office. _

9. To sum up, all they want to know 1s wheather
the Unlted States Government secs any objeotion to UNRRA's
recelving and maintaining these people at Philippeville
until & permanent destination can be found for them,

Yours thﬂrqy;

M&M&M éauo

B PR LR 4 J. ¥, Russell,
YNAA om m‘l



iy JEWS: REFUGEES GENERAL

There are already over 16,000 Jewish refugees
from Hungary in Rumania and some 2,000 from Poland and
Czechoslovakia, In view of the widespread devastation
in Hungary, thelir numbers ure expected to incresse as
the Russian zraies advance and at least 20,000 more can
be expected within the next six wonths. ;

' All these people have come through the fightiag
1inn and the majority are now destitute. They have mo
peralts to reside and do not receive relief. In Rumaniat's
present economic position, they cannot be absorbed.

deanwhile, over 100,000 Rumanian Jews are -
registered with Jewish agency for lamigration to Pales-
tine, The main route will be viz Bulgaria but attempts
will undoubtedly zlso be made to circumvent restrictions
by clandostine embarkation at Rumanisn ports.

BRITISH BMBASSY,
WASHIRGTIOK, D.C.
Jammary 31, 1945.

FCE:kk




UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADHINISTHAIION

14 November 1944 5;“9
SPECIAL REPORT NO. 3 CAWA/378 ROV
TO: Mr, T.M, Cooley, Deputy Director of Uisplaced Persons Y&QEL'
Division, Washington. ”]ﬁ)
\

FROi: C.H, Pierce — Director, Displaced Persons Division,
Cairo.

I wish to report that W. ¥, Montgomery, Displaced Persons
Specialist assigned to the Greece lission, was sent on a
special trip from Cairo to the freed Ureek Islande for the
purpose of egecuring information on the status of those
iglands with reference to the possible return of refugees, Over
ninety percent of the Greek refugees in UNRRA camps, as well as those
in the camps in Fast Africa, Belgian Congo and Ethiopia, are from these Greek
Islands, and this trip thercfore has special significance.

I enclose herewlith a copy of Mr, Montgomery's report, which is self-
explanatory, ss well as a report by theleputy District Director of UNRRa
District 4 of the Ureece Mission, which sets forth a tentative schedule for
the repatriztion of Greek refugees of those islands. This schedule is by no
means sufficient authority for the return of the refugees. Before we can
act upon it it is necessary to secure the officisl approvel of the Ureek
Government in Athens and the ML Military Headquarters in Greecce. For that
purpose I am attempting to get Yr, Barger into Greece at the earliest possible
moment., Mr. Kzloudies is on officizl representetive of the Greek Islande for
the prefecture of Chios. If the Greek Government supporte him it might be
expected that this schedule would be accepteble to the Greek Govermment. The
schedule also has an unofficial verbzl approvel of the ML Commander of District
4o It may therefore be expected that the schedule will receive approval by
the ML authorities in Athens. We might expect, however, that there will be
other congiderations on the part of the Greek Government in Athens and ML
vhich will give rise to questions about this schednule. It will be the
responsibility of Mr, Barger to resolve those questions.

hfter the generel plan has been approved by the Greek Government and
ML in Greece, the problem of trensport must be solved. Inzsmuch as Greece
and thesc islands are still theatres of nilitary operations, 211 transport in
thet area is controlled by AFLiQ at Caserta., Eeczcuse of this I have sent
Charles Alspach to Caserte to ertablish permanent liaison with AFHQ on
problems of allocation of traneport znd other problems with reference to
digplaced persons which may be the concern of AFHQ. Mr, hlspach will service
Disploced Persons operatidns in the Belkans, Middle East, Itely or in other
arecs where their problems have to be submitted to AFHQ, Therefore, as soon
as Berger hce completed his work on this schedule in /[thens, it will be sent
to Klspach at Caserta for securing allocation of transport by AFHW. Alspach
will then send it to me for negotiation with the Ministry of War Transport
here for actunlly scheduling the transport,

Vie have actuslly completed the registration of 211 Greck in UNRRA cemps
in the Middle East., The D,P.2 cerds have been visaed from Moses Wells.
Beginning todey a Creek Consular representetive is at our camp at Nuseirat to
visa the ccrds »f refugees in that camp. 'Therefore, it is expected that by
the time we con arrange transport we will have individuzl acceptance on the
part of the Greeck Government for the return of refugees from UNRFA camps.

- Qver —




“pecial Report lo. 3 14 November 1944

It is the plan of the Camps Division to abandon Moses
Wells os soon as possible because of the difficulty of
arranging sulteble sanitery facilities without tremendous
cepital investment. Our tentative plan for repatriation
will therefore be to begin returning refugees from Nuseirat.
We will attempt to arrange an embarkation cemp at Haifa,
poseible on the site »f the old camp, Athlit. As refugees
are repetrioted their places will be filled by drafts from
Moses Wells until that Cemp is clezred, We will then approach
the problem of returning the Creeks from Ethiospia, Belgian
Conge and Tanganyike, possibly transporting them up to
Nuseirat or to sme other spot in the Middle Eret, depending
on what facilities we have available. Mr. Jacobs is leaving
shortly for Ethiospia and East &frica to start the registration
in those Greek campe (as well as the Polish cemps), We expect
that thet situeti-n will be in hand by the time it ie necessary
to move those refugees.s I expect shortly to appsint a permanent
representative to Displeced Persons who will be stationed at
Nairobi. I expect also to appoint a permenent representative
shortly at Cyprue.

Regarding Cyprus, Mr, Jacobs has returned from there with
comprehensive reporte which will be attached to the next general
report from this office. While there, he completed the
registretin o>f the Greek refugees in the camps, The suthorities
of the Colonicl Government of that island are completing
registratin of the rest of the refugees, We expect that the
D,4¥,2 cards, properly viesaed, will be in this office before the
end of this month, A&t the time we are returning refugees from
UNRRA canps other movements will be taking place, originating
in Cyprus, Our representative at Cyprus will direct thesc
movenents.

L ¥, Pierce
Yirector,

Enclosures:

¥ hepart by ¥r,. ibontgomery, aes above,

2. Report by Deputy District Director
OF UNRRi DISTRICT 4, as above.

Copy: Mr, Hoehler,

dis Fia (8) Welfare

2.6 ORL Health

G.G. See, Dis. Pers,
Sup.

hreas
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4 November 1944
T0:  Evert Barger, Director Visplaced Persons, Greece Missio
FRQ: W, P, “ontgomery, Displaced Persons Specialist,

SUBJECT: Repatriztion to No. 4 District.

I went tc Noo4 Vistrict specifically for the tesk of observing
and discuseing conditions generslly with both AML 2nd the
Ureek Government Officials on the whole question of the
repatriati n of the Grecks in the Egyptian and Middle East
Camps, at the earliest possible moment, my reconnaisznce
extending fron October 12th - 2€th.

Speaking generslly local conditions were confirmed as to their
being better than wze anticipated (the northern part of the
islend requires much more assistance) and the over-riding
factors governing the return of these people mey be classified
under the following headings:=

(a) The District is in the direct field of military end
naval osperetisns,

(b) The difficulty alLl is experiencing in securing
adequate transport and supplies for its food
distributisn schemes

(¢) Politicel conditions in general.
(d) Currency.

Discussing this briefly (a) is of course at the moment all
important but should soon ceace to have any bearing with the
succese of Allied Operations.

(b) This follows as a result to (&) in as much as Ai* have a
certain locatim of caiques to them but due to naval
considerations they find thie number considerzbly less at any
time then anticipsted, and this has & repercussion locally
as it causes dissatisfaction regarding the quantity of
rations distributed. This would elso affect extra transport
and supplies required for the refupees. Ahgein, however, if
the area generclly weas free except for the two islands of
Rhodes and Kos the return of the refugees in caiques and
merciiant ships would be a hagerdous one involving naval
protection,. etc.-

(¢) and (d) are very closely bourid together, Political
trouble on all the islands is bedng caused by BRI and both
AiiL and the Civil Cormissioner are anxisus to have law and
order properly esteblished before the influx of a number of
citizens whose political ideas might be 2 further unsettling
element, The stabilization of the currency is the first
essentiol as 2t the moment confaieln exists; weges are paid
by extra rations, no Bk money cen be used clth)ugh issued
as the authorities feel once this is so money can be put into
circulation, wagee paid, industry set int> motion again, and
people absorbed into work instead of their heving nothing to
do as &t the moment and thinking and talking politics.

~-  Over




T0: Evert Barger - 2 = 4 November 1944

A5 the result of interview with Mr, Keloudis, President >f the

Food Victuelling Comnittee, and Mr, hpostolos hmygdalos, Mayor

of Khios, a schedule for the return of these people was arrived
at

41l parties smell, with 2 maximum of 50 per party to
commence with

let month - 500
2nd month - 1000
3rd and

gsubsequent

months - 1500

and subsequently verbally confirmed by the Civil Gommissioner

as to December lst being the starting date and it is anticipated
thet by the time they return transport inside the island will be
running on & bigger scale, giving a smoother even distribution
of supplies ell through the island, enebling people returning to
proceed guickly to their homes thusg obviating the need for
treneit crmps and their asttendant problems.

On the grounds of D.,P. internally displaced arriving Captein
W,W,. Pattison was aeking Mr, Kecloudis for the formation of a
specicl Committec to deal with problem, which would energetically
teckle the question of housing, food, blankets, etec, This is a
possible developnent which Sir lichsel Creagh might care to
examine in the event of Wil suggesting that we take over the
whole problem, In this connection &L were handicepped by their
SHAEF registration system being on ceiques which were
considerably overdue, with the result that they had no
registration working, and was able to assist them in a certain
nunber of routine essignmente. '

It may well be thet this Divieion will have eventually to deal
with the problem of a number of Greeks in the island of Chios

who claim hmerican citizenship. Before I left I requested kir,
Kalsudis to issuc a proclamation in the tw> locel papers asking

2ll people claiming american citizenship to register giving certain
cetaile which informetion when received here can be further
examined.,

Iy conclude I found no animosity shown ageinst the refugees for
having left, but 2 keen desire evinced by all for their return
directly a certain mezsure of normal condition cones into effect.
e opinion of Mzjor Walters when I left wes that their return
cruld perhaps be sooner but I feel that his opinion was too
optimistic, and that the agreed schedule should stend, unless the
possibility of their return through Turkey is to be considered.

I found WL apart from a certein cesire to have it understood
that they are in complete control where UMRR: is concerned

(4r. Dezcock's letter) most co-operative znd helpful,
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Sub jectl Feport by UNRRL : KHIOS Deputy District Director
No, 4 VYistrict UNRRA

17 Oct. 44+
T: COMD.
4 District
Copy to : Comd,
"I" Region
lfr, kontgomery,
UNRRA.

l. In company with Mr, Montgomery of UNRRA Headquerters, Cairo, I
yeeterday celled on the Prefect of Khios (he was absent and we
conferred with Mr, liaikousi and Kr, Keloudis instead), and today

on the Mayor of Chios, to discuss the problem of the return to Chios
of the population from this island who are &t present in the Middle
East and elserhere.

2¢ Ir. Kzloudis informed us thet he was arrenging a census >f the
population >f the island of Khiss within the next 15 days. He would
then deduct this figure from the 1940 census figure, deduct deaths,
and the balance could be considered more or less representative of
the number of men women and children who were absent from the island
and would require repestriation., He explained to us that official
figures of departures of this nature were not kept by the Prefecture
to obviate reprisale by the Germans on the relatives left behind of
those who had escapeds

3+ ir, lbntgomery then asked kr, Ksloudie at what rate he felt that
this displaced populatim could return bearing in mind that they
would have t> be fed and housed, and, in general, absorbed by the
community. Ir. Kaloudis gave as his opini»n the following:

4 L1l parties smell, with & maximum of 50 per party to commence with

lst month - 500
2nqd ¢ - 1000
3rd and

gubsequent

months - 1500

4y Hr, Kaloudis gave us the following official population figures
acoording to the 1940 census,

Census held 16th Oct 1940,

Chios town 25,259 )
" villages ) 69,687

(66) by 3428 )
Oinousai 2,274

Psara 73€
72,699

5% Both Mr, Kaloudis and &r, karkousi were of the opinion that

no displaced populaticn should return to the island until the Greek
Yovernment in Athens has esteblished a stable currency and conditions
had begun to swing back to normal.

- Over -
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€. Mr. lontgomery here remarked that although thie opinion was
possibly gound in principle, ony movement »f refugees would
necessarily be subject to the apyrﬁval of &lL who, in arriving at -
their decision would have to teke into account questions of
availability of supplies and transportation.

7. Mr. Lpastolos lmygdalos, Mayor of Khins, was not of the opinion
that Mr, Kzloucdis' method of arriving ot the number »f displaced
persons would give accurate results, and suggested (which
sugrestion was immediately accepted by Mr, Montgomery and myself)
thet by proclamation the inhabitaiits of the island shoyuld be invited
to submit the names of all relatives who had left during the German
occupation. When the list was complete (it will teke roughly 20
ays to complete) we should know the exact number, broken dowm into
terns of complete famililies isolated menbers and possibly number of
able-bidied men able to render immecdiate service to the community
in one formm of labour or another,

8, I pgzve him the name of Major T.R. Waters, Cond. "I" Regiom, as
the suitable person t> submit his list and observation to.

9. Mr. imygdelos agrecd to the rate of return o>f the displaced
population o8 suggested by Mr. Keloudis, and given sbove, and confirmed

lr, Kaloudis®' statement that traneit camps would not be required

and theot existing housing accommodation is more than sufficient.

10, When Lr, Montgonery and I pointed out thet this extra male
populatisn would be a dead weight as it could not at present be
absorbed in industry, Mr. Anysdclos said that once he obteined the
necegsary credit from the Greek Government in Athens, there was
cmsiderable repair work on roads to be done on the island, there
was also 2 project to build a dam to ensure better irrigation of
regions given over to citrus fruit growing.

11. ‘he work of obtaining the necessery statistics will be put into
hand forthwith.

Major,
Deputy District Director
No., 4 District UNRRA,

4 Verbally agreed by the Civil Commissioner at an interview on
Saturday, October the 2lct, When he cuggested December lst as a
starting date.



Delivored to State Departuent
$:30 p.m., November 35, 1944

AMLFCATION
CAIKO
UNRRA FROY LEHUANSSYS

¥ill attempt expedite Greck meterisl your 615.

Your peregreph 3, Oreek Govermment has mequested all assistance
displaced persorm. BSelisve intruders covered although no speeific
roquest. Expenseg intrudsrs should be financed local currency proceeds

sele of UNERA supplics or temporarily Creck Covernment advances
Seetione 19,20 Resolution 14 subject lster Greek clsim on intruding ?
nation, Resl nesd of libersted srees is irported supolies. UNREA

foreien axchange should be reservaed 1o purchase these,

Your parsgreph 4. Itelians cutside Itely not included Italien
Resolution. If qualified ss MMm. handle under intruder liesolution
noting agreement United Nations Militery Commenc or control suthority
Ro nepotiations

for Itelisn representetive,

Your parsgreph 5. lultilateral asgreerment final form forwarded air
mail. OGreek Government hss indicsted it will adhere., Vo sipnatures
known here, London may have some.

Traft master agreement not yet discussed Greek Cowernment tut form




pregently under discusmion Yugoslev Govermment sent you cable
mumber 637, If you feel modificetion reQuired finansce displsced

persons apecify.
Your paregraph 6, Tentatively, internslly displeced Creeks not
regepded Uisplaced Persons vislon probilem, rather Welfare Tivision.
Advise your view workability this distrihution responsibility.
Your paragraph 7. Traft statement estecories Tisplaced Persons
being forwarded airmeil.

Cocley(Displaced Persoms)
2 Novembex 1944
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