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EXCERPTS FROM STATEMENTS B3f REPRESENTATIVES IN THE
EIGHTEENTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COJTTAINING REFERENCE TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

General Debate

Prince SOWANNA PHOUMA, Laos (A/PV.1210, page 2): "...I also wiih

to pay tribute to the Secretary-General, U Thant, whose consistent

efforts have strengthened the authority of the United Nations."

Mr. ARAM, Iran (A/PV.1211, page 52): "...What has "been achieved in

the Congo is in no smal.I measure due to the dedication and vision of

the Secretary-General. U Thant was given the helm of the operation

at a critical stage. Yet he was able to steer it to a successful

conclusion."

Mr. POPOVIC, Yugoslavia (A/PV.1211, page 66): "...In saying this,

I also have in mind the many useful initiatives of our distinguished

Secretary-General."

Mr. ODUBBR, Costa Rica (A/PV.1214, page 2): "...I wish also to pay

tribute to U Thant, Secretary-General of the United Nations. His

efforts and successes have contributed to the creation of the improved

international atmosphere to which I have referred."

Mr. HABKKBRUP, Denmark (A/PV.1215, page 17): "The Congo action

proved to be a major success for the United Nations and of great benefit
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to the Republic of the Congo, thanks to the "brilliant and courageous

leadership of the late and the present Secretary-General and to the

efforts and sacrifices of many nations and individuals."

Mr. Huot SAMBATH, Cambodia (A/PV.1215, page 58): "...On this

occasion, I should like to pay a tribute and express the feelings of

sincere gratitude of the Royal Government to the distinguished

representatives and conciliators of the United Nations —To His

Excellency U Thant, to Mr. Harasimhan, to Mr. Mis Gussing — for

their praiseworthy intervention in the Khmer-Thailand dispute."

Mr. SOUS, Panama (A/PV.1216, pages 18-20): "...In your task you

will be able to count on the invaluable assistance of the Secretary-

General, U Thant, a dedicated, able and irreplaceable successor

carrying out the guiding rules which were promulgated for the greater

prestige of this Organization by Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold

and which were given a permanent seal by his untimely and tragic

death."

Mr. GRIMES, Liberia (A/FV.1217, page 21): "...May I congratulate

the Secretary-General for his report to the General Assembly and for

the important role he has personally played in the past year to ease

some of the tensions which had brought us close to war."

Mr, KESISKy, Austria (A/FV.1217, page 46): "...I should also like to

avail myself of this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to



the Secretary-General for his unflagging efforts in the cause of

peace. The Secretary-General, U Thant, has succeeded, with great

skill and circumspection, in steering the international Organization

through difficult and challenging situations."

Mr. KHCMACT, Thailand (A/PV.1218, page 27): "...Thanks to the

sustained efforts of the United Nations, its able Secretary-General

and many others, the world was spared from a devastating collision

between the two major world Powers."

•»..

"...It will not in any supplant the services which may be

rendered by the Secretary-General and which have already demonstrated

their high value. It will rather supplement the role of the Secretary

General, whose good offices and intervention will always be needed in

more delicate situations where what is known as "quiet diplomacy" is

particularly suitable."

Mr. GIRI, Nepal (A/PV.1218, pages h6 and 52): "...I also wish to

pay tribute to our Secretary-General, U Thant, whose dedicated efforts

and "quiet diplomacy" have not only added dignity to the office of the

Secretary-General but have also strengthened the Organization. ...a

significant feature in the improved world situation appears to be

added strength and dignity which our Organization has attained in

contributing to the solution of international problems. A large share

of credit for this must duly be given to our Secretary-General, U Thant.



"...Both Indonesian and Dutch statesmanship, coupled with the

efforts of the United Nations and particularly those of the Secretary-

General, can, in our opinion, take legitimate pride in this happy

consummation." /̂West IrianJ

Mr. BOTSIO, Ghana (A/FV.1219, page 18): "...Today, thanks to the

sacrifices of Member States and the efforts in assisting the Indonesian

and Netherlands Governments to reach a solution of the West Irian

dispute.

• • • •

"May I also express the high appreciation of my Government to

the Secretary-General, and through him to all his collaborators, for

the magnificent -way in which he carried out the task entrusted to

him "by the Indonesian-Netherlands Agreement of 15 August 1962 on West

Irian and authorized "by the United Nations General Assembly. The part

played by Secretary-General U Thant and the United Nations Temporary

Executive Administration has greatly contributed to the preservation

of peace in the area and to the hopeful development of friendly

relations between Indonesia and the Netherlands.

....

".. .And at this point may I say that my Government would like

to express its sincere appreciation to the Secretary-General for his

willingness to comply with the request made by the three Manila

Powers ..."
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Mr. BOSSAY, Chile (A/PV.1219, page 81): ".. .We warmly congratulate

the Secretary-General, U Thant, on his faith and dynamism and his

success in the solution of numerous international controversies."

Lord HOME, United Kingdom (A/PV.1219, page 97 - Right of Reply):

"...the fact remains that the Secretary-General of the United Nations

is capable of carrying out an inquiry and giving a verdict which is

impartial." /Malaysia/

Mr. RIFA1!, Jordan (A/PV.1220, page 29): "...And in this respect

it is a privilege for me to pay the highest tribute to our Secretary-

General, .U Thant, for his superior ability and outstanding statesman-

ship in helping to bring those problems to a successful solution."

Mr, KESELEV, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic (A/PV.1221, page 2):

"...It is gratifying to note that an interest in this historic event

was shown by the Secretary-General of our Organization, U Thant, who

witnesses the signing of the Treaty in Moscow."

Mr, WACHUKU, Nigeria (A/PV.1221, page 22): "...I want also to take

this opportunity to pay tribute to the Secretary-General and the

permanent staff of this Assembly. During the session that has just

ended we had some moments of excitement; indeed, there was a time when

we were asking whether the world was not on the verge of complete

annihilation. But due to the skillful intervention of the Secretary-

General and of Members of this great Organization ... disaster was

averted."
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Mr. Sabah Al-Ahmad AL-SABAH, Kuwait (A/PV.1222, page 42): "...Finally,

I would be remiss in my duty if I were not to express my sincere

appreciation of the statesmanship of Mr. Thant, our Secretary-General."

Mr. ZBA, Colombia (A/FV.1223, page 1*6): "...A special tribute of

gratitude must "be paid to our illustrious Secretary-General U Thant.

His conduct has been precisely what the General Assembly expected of

him when it lifted him to his high and responsible office."

Mr. McIKTOSH, New Zealand (A/F7.1225, page 28): "...For these

reasons, we have welcomed the Secretary-General's own assessment as

confirming, with his well-known care and impartiality, the breadth of

popular support which our own reports had suggested." M̂alays ia/

Mr. AIKBEf, Ireland (A/FV.1226, page 12): "...While the great majority

of Members recognize and appreciate the magnificent and self-sacrificing

work of our Secretary-General, U Thant, and of his eminent

predecessor ..."

Sir Garfield BMW1CK, Australia (A/PV.1226, pages 39-̂ 0): "...My

delegation would like to express its warm appreciation of this

development in the role of the Secretary-General and to congratulate

him on the results of his efforts and those of the various representa-

tives during the past year."
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Mr. PETER, Hungary (A/FV.1226, pages 58-60): "...At the time of the

Caribbean crisis of sinister memory the good offices of the Secretary-

General were of great value ... We have to commend the good offices

of the Secretary-General in handling the West Irian question."

Mr. BRKEN, Turkey (A/PV.1226, pages 62 and 66): "...In the course of

the past year, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, His

Excellency U Thant, upon whose shoulders rest the heaviest

responsibilities of our Organization, has repeatedly had an opportunity,

"by exercising his exceptional qualities as a statesman, to justify

the confidence placed in him by the United Nations. The masterly

understanding, impartiality and wisdom that he displayed in

particularly delicate situations merit the respect and admiration of

all of us.

* • • •

"...In this connexion I would applaud equally the efforts of the

Secretary-General of the United Nations. His attitude in the crisis,

inspired "by a deep devotion to the cause of peace and supported by the

high moral authority of the United Nations, contributed to having

prevail the principles laid down in the Charter."

Mr. KHAIR, Sudan (A/FV.1227, page 22): "...I feel that I could not

leave this rostrum without paying my delegation's warm tribute to our

Secretary-General, U Thant, and his collaborators of all ranks and all

grades — whether military or civilian, whether serving at Headquarters

or deployed in the field — for their singular devotion to the cause
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of peace. The important role which the Secretary-General personally

played during the Cuban crisis of last year contributed in great

measure to the easing of the tensions which had brought us so close

to the brink of nuclear calamity. Of no lesser measure has been his

contribution to the considerably improved situation presently

prevailing in the Congo. His constant, patient and courageous efforts

in narrowing the gap between the protagonists in the cold war have

earned him universal acclaim. We wish him success in all his

endeavours on behalf of peace."

Mr. BEHITE3, Ecuador, (A/FV.1227, pages 53-55): "...To conclude, I

should like to state the high admiration of my delegation for the

precise objectives and the decisive way in which the Secretary-Genera}.

U Thant, has confronted the world problems that have beset him and for

the tact with which he has solved them. His contributions to peace

and international security are worthy of the gratitude of all mankind,

and I believe that our Organization is truly the representative of all

mankind."

Mr. WIHIEWICZ, Poland (A/FV.1228, pages 38-lfO): "...Through all of

our proceedings will also go our best wishes of success to the man

who usually sits on your right, and who is not here today, U Thant, our

so highly esteemed Secretary-General.

DATO* OKG, Malaysia (A/F7.1228, pages k2 and H3-14-5): "...During the

relatively short period that he has been in office, the Secretary-
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General, U Thant, has immensely enhanced the authority and prestige of

the United Nations and his own high office as a dynamic force for

peace. He has done so by his ready response to meet challenging

situations, "by the "bold initiatives he has taken time and again in

blunting the edges of conflict. He was in the centre of the stage

when the drama of the Cuban crisis was taking place, and the role he

so courageously played helped to avert what seemed to be an imminent

disaster. Under his guidance, the United Nations operation in the

Congo has achieved the restoration of peace and order in that country,

brought an end to the secession of Katanga, and safeguarded the

territorial integrity of the Congo.

"He also responded promptly to the crisis in Yemen, and more

recently he did not hesitate in meeting the request of the heads of

Governments of the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaya to ascertain the

wishes of the people of Sabah and Sarawak in northern Borneo with

regard to their desire for independence through Malaysia.

"In paying its tribute to the Secretary-General, the Malaysian

delegation wishes in particular to put on record the gratitude of the

Malaysian Government and people to him for his positive response to

undertake the ascertainment mission to which I have just referred.

Ho doubt in undertaking this and other difficult and delicate tasks

the Secretary-General has been inspired and moved by his high sense

of responsibility and dedication to the cause of a just peace in the

world."
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Mr, KARSFF-SMART, Sierra Leone (A/PV.1230, page 2): "...Our able

Secretary-General has presented a report of the work of the United

Nations for the past year, for which we congratulate him and his

staff."

Mr. LOPEZ, Philippines (A/PV.1233, pages 6 and 1?): "...It is

fitting that we should pay tribute to the decisive leadership exercised

"by the Secretary-General in this domain and we pledge to him our

continuing support to the end that the United Nations may develop the

requisite authority and capacity to cope with this responsibility.

•...

"... Before explaining our position, I wish to reiterate emphatically

our confidence in the integrity of the Secretary-General, in his good

faith and sincere intention to comply with the letter and spirit of

the Manila agreement.11

Mr. LANGS, Norway (A/FV.1233, page 32): "...The Secretary-General has

acted promptly and competently in the spirit and the letter of the

Charter. I would like to pay my most sincere tribute to his

successful and self-sacrificing contribution in the service of the

United Nations. His practical and dynamic approach to different

problems deserves unqualified support from the Member nations."

Mr. TARAZI, Syria (A/PV.1233, page 78): "...¥e are inclined to

believe that the wise measures advocated by the Secretary-General

would substantially alleviate the heavy onus weighing upon our
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Organization, but whatever results, we must not lose sight of the

fact that any decision taken "by the General Assembly must flow from

the well-understood interest of the Organization and its component

Members,"

Mr. ADOUIA, Congo (Leopoldville) (A/FV.1234, page 6): "...May I

also express our gratitude to all the nations which came to our aid

and also to the Secretary-General for the dedication which he

displayed for the cause of our country."

Mr. FALAR, Indonesia (A/PV.l̂ , page 16 - Eight of Reply): "...We

have confidence in the Secretary-General of the United Nations. But

"bitter experience of colonial practices convinced us that it was

imperative to send observers to witness the activities of the colonial

authorities — not the United Nations teams, but the colonial

authorities — and the manner in which they influenced the hearings

and provided facilities."

Mr. ROSSIOBS, Cyprus (A/FV.1235, pages 3 and 26): "...I wish also

on this occasicnto extend to the Secretary-General our deepest

appreciation of the remarlsably effective way in which he has so far

been carrying out the duties of his high office. His moral stature

and his calm determination in the solution of international problems

have brought a new content to the role of the United Nations and its

executive and have thus enhanced its prestige and authority. The
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presence of U Thant at the helm of the Organization, whether in times

of crisis or of detente, is of immeasurable value to the Organization

and to the cause of peace.

"...In this connexion, it is a source of particular satisfaction

to my delegation that this danger has been averted in the Congo, through

the statesmanship of the Secretary-General and the devoted service

of the OMJC."

Mr. FHAMOW, Saudi Arabia (A/EV.1235, Pages 31 and 37): "...I wish

also to express my admiration for Secretary-General U Thant and my

appreciation for his constant efforts to ensure the success of the

work of this Organization.

• • • •

".. .We feel that the efforts made "by the Secretary-General will

contribute to the ending of this conflict and to all similar conflicts

which might threaten international peace in various parts of the

world."

Mr. GUIMALI, Central African Eepublic (A/FV.1235, ̂ 1 and 56): "...I

wish also to pay tribute to the competence and indeed the brilliance

of the distinguished diplomatist whom you succeeded, Sir Muhammad

Zafrulla Khan, and to our Secretary-General U Thant, whose clearsighted-

ness, courage and devotion to the cause of our Organization have

enabled it recently to achieve remarkable results.
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"...It is also, and above all, to the wisdom and competence of

the Secretary-General of the United Nations that the Congo (Leopoldville)

owes its survival as a unified Republic.

Mr. MPAKANIYE, Rwanda (A/FV.1235, page 77): "...The United Nations,

at first under the leadership of Mr. Eammarskjold, to whose memory

we render a tribute of gratitude, and later under the leadership of

our present Secretary-General, whose wisdom, ability and perspicacity

command our admiration and are matters of pride to our Organization ..."

Mr. SYLIA, Madagascar (A/PV.1236, page 53): "...The unanimous

election of the Secretary-General on 30 November 1962 was proof of the

confidence which we have in him. This confidence is confirmed by the

positive results of the actions of the Secretary-General — his

mediation efforts aimed at improving the international situation. We

wish to congratulate him especially on the implementation of the plan

of national reconciliation in the Congo (Leopoldville) and the steps

taken with a view to the administrative and economic reorganization of

the country."

Mr. AUGUSTS, Haiti (A/FV. 1237, page l6): "... I should like from

this rostrum to thank His Excellency U Thant, Secretary-General of

the United Nations, and the many friendly delegations which have, in

such painful circumstances, expressed to the Haitian people, its

Government and to its representative to the United Nations their deep

sympathy."
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Mr. ISSA, Somalia (A/FV.1257, Pages 17 and 21): "...I would also

like to pay tribute to the Secretary-General, U Thant, who with his

great efforts and determination has enhanced the authority of this

Organization and successfully steered it out of a variety of difficult

situations .

• • • •

"My Government is happy to have taken note of the significant

improvement in the Congo situation . . . This represents a great

achievement for which Secretary-General U Thant deserves our

gratitude and tribute."

Mr. SHABIB, Iraq. (A/PV.1239, Page Ul): "...In the hands of men of

the calibre of U Thant and his devoted colleagues we may rest assured

that the United Nations will continue to grow and to play a vital role

in human affairs.


