


UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
HEADQUARTERS, DISPLACED PERSONS OPERATIONS

HOTEL MAJESTIC - AVENUE KLEBER - PARIS-16*

TELEPHONE : KLE 36-00

27th Maxrch 1947.

lajor General Lowell Rooks,
Director General,

UNRRA Headquarters,

1344, Connecticut Avenue, N.W.,
WASHINGTON D.C.

For the Attention of Bureau of Services.

Dear General Rooks,

SUBJECT: CHILD WELFARE FIELD WORKERS REPORTS.

In reply to your cable No 2257, dated 1lith March 1947, and in
accordance with our cable No 1725, dated 20th March 1947, please find
enclosed a few Field Workers Reports from the British Zone of Cermany.

These are the only reports which we have which are immediately
available. We have requested, however, additional reports from Germany
and from Austria.

Sincerely yours,

-;;Q}é%'%‘c.,fé 4 fe. 2“4

EDWARD A. REICH,

Chief, Division of D.F. Care,
for liyer Cohen,

Acting Chief

Displeced Persons Operations.
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The children's responde to adults is, ai times, slmost viclent, These children seem
%o have & deep and wmet need for scceptance and affection that they literally heng on

to an edult who pays them the least attention, It is not all rare 0 have the extreme ¢
one adult camgpletely surrounded and overpowered by as many as eight or nine children who
cling tenaciously snd refuse to release their grasps, Another child may be crying becau=
he can not work his way in to get tias omn grasp upon the clothing or the person of the
aldults Such behaviour is directed mostly towars those adulis who ere not with the chil-
dren during much of the day,

The goneral hebaviour of the children is not of heppy and contented children.
This is indicated by their behaviowr and possibly alse by their failure to make appre=-
ciable gains in weight even with a hospital ration and good physical care,

Cenerally the children are not given to much misbehaviowr, This seems to be due
mainly to sunission of the children to the routinized existence, A relcase of coatrols
and routine hes been followed not so mch by misdeeds as by exited and emotional be-

sheming is evidenl tut rot counzon with all those
diseiplining the children, Withholding of treats is ussually so re-
charscter from the ofense cormited that the use of this method has
frequently does more hearm then good, So far it has b

The children are well trained in daily living habits, They are able to dress
satisfantorily, T4 would sees that routine habit training lhws been well sccomplished, The
children sre clso well mamered and cleen in their eating habits,

There has always been, apporently, o lack of cooperation of the staff with the
health section of the home, ifter the children were all found to be in very poor
physical sondlition and the home put on a convalescent basis, the health programm should
have been of primsry lmportance, 5141l contimed Yo exist an attidude of distrust
and suspicion to the entire health program, This atiitude extended not ouly %o the
pursing steff within the home, bu to the visiting physicians who periodically
exanined the children,
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At times this was carried to thenextrene of guestioning and eitizing the diagnosis
and treatment of cases,

The children still now marked signs of their early history dwring the war and their
flight from Latvia, ‘hey still show penifestations of early and exireme widerncurishusnt,
such as Knockefnecs, Fot- bellies, and flat chests,

The children have been on hospital retions since the home was placed on & conva
lescent besis alwost two months ago. The food at present is very good both from the
standpoints of quality and quantity, In additiom the children receive a sizable amount
of sweete and chocolate,

Although the children are recorced of being of variocus religions denominstions,
they are all grouped together for religious instructions, The recsen given is that
sush arrangements is "eaaler™, It may not be possible to srrange for the religious needs
of the various demouinstions represented, but wnitil now no effart hes been made, to do
ao,mmwnmhhawzmgthmmthatmmtm

The clothing of the children appesrs to be good and ressousbly adequated The only
real lack is o supply of shoes,If shoes are not forthcoming some of the children will
shoes for winter wear, A sewing staff melkea clothing for the cidldren as well
do: alteraticns and major repairs,iinor clothing repairs are done by the murse-
meids of each group who slso have responsibility to see that the children are properly
dxessed, The mursenaids seam to toke pride in the appeareace of the childrem in the gruup!

Receutly each child was issued a Lag to tie to the foot of his bed and in which
he could kegp his persemmel balongings, This is the first experience the children have
with private property, Until now he has lived a campletely repulated and communal exi-
stence, The available cupboard space hzs necessitated that the child's clothing for the

y must de handed to him Ly his nursemaild, The idea of persensl property la still very

wange to the children, tut scue of them are slowly comprehending the concept. Stealing
etween children hss not been considered by the children to be a problem sinee no
:hold felt that he really cumed anything. Tew coses have Leen reporied of children
stealing from adults, bul here is no difficult to determine how mich of this due to a
lack of understanding of property,

There has bean a resistance on the part of the stalf toward supervision or 2dvice
froe persoms outside the home regardless of agency represented, Sugpestions snd recom-
menfiations have usually been regarded as interforence and oriticieme thus causing
the staff to became def'ensive, This is unfortunate as this home, ns any institut:
could profit greatly from the help available to them from qualified consultants(fron)
and those who could tring & fresh point of view and a new perspective,

The children are grectly in need of a program or type of cere in which they can
get recognition as an individuel rether being constantly a pert of 2 group, Some of
the children present personality and behaviour problems which will require the services
of a trained and qualified case worker, These cases show a hopeful prognosia because
in most of the cases the symptome seem to be marifestation of the child'zs need fro re-
cognrition and self= expression, If methods are employed to sllow the child to satisfay
these needs many of the present problems would no longer exist,

ﬂmplmmtheimdiatemtmiahdiﬂéethechild:manrmﬁaue

children's homes, The basis for the division of the group & is the placeability in
foster home, Thus the first group is composed of 32 children who could likely go inteo
a foster home immedistely or in the neer future, The third group are those who are not
to be placesble for some time to come due to low intelligence, difficult behaviour, or
special health needs, The second growp of children will include all those who do ot
belong in either of the other two groups at present, It is hoped that an opportunity
will be had %o contimue to sudy the individual children especially if permsnent fosbter
hmmﬂﬂhmihﬁuﬂnlmgﬁnﬂmfwtbochﬂdm 1% is anticipated

the division of the mmmmmmﬂtmmwa
more individualized program for the children,

PREPARED BY
EDWARD W, FRANGEL, UNRRA WELF,CFFR,
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UNRRA CHILIREN'S HQME - FISSAU.

This report is based on a six weeks period- from 16 September to 22
October. During this period an opportunity was had to study conditions in the
Children's Hame and observe and study each of the children individually, This
report gives my general impressions and observations of the children as a group,

There are 129 children registered in the home., During the period that
the children were studied about an average of 40 children were in the hospital
at any one time., Of the 129 children only 15 are girls., The children speak
Latvian exclusively, and therefore direct observation of the children was the
main technique used in studying the individual and the group. Teachers and
mirsemaids at times acted as interpreters, The age of the children ranges from
L3 to 10 years,

At the time that the children first came to the home at Malente they
were divided into eight groups, The division seems to have been made by the
Latvian directoress serving the home at the time, The basis of the division is
not clear, but one might conclude that only chronological age and physical develop-
ment were considered. These eight groups still remain the basis for the childrents
school classes, play groups, and living groups. A nursemaid and a teacher were
assigned to each group, and these two persons were responsible for sharing between
them the supervision of the child's complete day. The mental levels and the res-
ponse of the children to learning varied greatly within each group., Thus in all
of the eight groups were children who were very much behind the rest. or the group
in school classes, general ability and interests, This mixture tended to retard
the progress of all groups both in the school class and elsewhere, However, with
the hiring of a Latvian teacher who is reputed to have experience in teaching back-
ward children, a beginning was made to redivide the children on a basis that would
facilitate the education. This plan was stopped before it could be put into opera-
tion because of plans to move the children to other homes,

The daily program of the Child is carefully scheduled, Up in the morning;
washing and dressing; breakfast; school; cocoa; school dinner; rest period; free
play; tea; free play; supper; bathing and getting ready for bed; bed. This
schedule operates smoothly and orderly. The main objection to the daily program
is that the child has no element of choice in any of this daily activities, He
constantly follows the group to which he has always belonged since the first came
to the home, He is abways, with very few exceptions, under the direct supervision
of his nursemaids or teachers. Thus the child's existence becames highly routinized
without the counterbalance or allowing the child to make a choice in same of his
activities. Always the child is tied to his particular group from which he gets no
escape, It would seem advisable to have the free time activities divided inteo
various types of play and pleasurable past times and to have one teacher or nurse-
maid in charge of each activity. The child should then be allowed to participate
in any one of the activities as he chooses,

The institution has been slowly relaxing same of the restraining routine.
This change began apparently long before the children were moved from the Malente
to the Fissau building, At one time the instruction had been given to have all the
groups of children marched into the dining room in pairs and hand in hana. Some of
the groups still do this. At least one group maintains almost complete silence in
the dining room; the other groups are more free and natural in talking.

There has been some discord and disharmony within the staff of the home,
This has resulted, of course, in frequent misunderstandings in many ways the progress
that might have been made. :

In general the buildings at Fissau that have been used as a children's home
are good. One of the main objections is that it is too large and does not permit a
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homelike atmosphere. The dining room, although light and airy, has long rows of
tables giving a distinct institutional appearance. The bedrooms are good because
they each accomnmodate only a few children thus allowing for semi-privacy and do
away with a dormitory arrangement., A very serious lack 1s that no room has been

set aside as a playroom for the children, On a wet or cold day when the children
must play indoors they are obliged to use their school class-rooms, This situation
could have been remedied by a rearrangement in the use of space, The outdoor play-
ground is a large yard adjacent to the main building, This yard is also used for
the motor transport., The playground equipment had consisted of only a Maypole, but
recently a swing was suspended from a tree. The area surrounding the home offered
many opportunities for interesting walks by the lake or through small wooded groves,
The various groups of children were taken on such walks by their teachers or nurse-
maias, The older boys groups were occasionally conducted on hikes by a man who was to
plan same special activities for the chilaren, Within the past week a workshop has
been openea (for the chilaren) where the older boys could construct simple things.

Accident hazards are the lake directly opposite the home and the four-tloor
open stairway within the main building. Thus far neither of these has resulted in
any mishap.

School classes have only been conducted in the morning since the chilaren's
home was placed on a convalescent basis two months ago, Same of the teachers are saia
to have teachers training and experience in Latvia., The teaching metihwoas of all the
teachers are extremely backward, MlMost of the time in classes is spent in learning the
phonetic sounds of each letter of the alphabet and on simple arithmetic with the chila
using his tingers or a set of blacks to work out even the most simple catculations,

As a result the most advanced pupil -is capable of only writing his naue, Jlaboriously
reading simple words, and doing only the most elementary calculations. The Latvian
teachers try to explain the condition by declaring that northern children have a
slower developmental rate, Discipline in the class room is frequently difficult to
maintain. The child's ability to do work of a certain level was not considered in
dividing the total group into classes, the teacher is the same person who is in charge
of the children during much of their free time and the class rooms are also used as
playrooms during the other parts of the day.

The lack of testing material and the fact that the children speak only
Latvian has made the study of comparative intelligence of the children difficult,

It has been necessary to rely upon careful observation of the child during the whole da
and in as many different circumstances as possible, The cobservations were then compared
with the judgements of the teachers. It is hoped that a few simple tests might be
devised and used as further bases of learning the child's mental level, From the
evidence now at hand it would seem that in general the entire group is slightly below
average mentally. This may be due largely to the retarded physical development and
undernourishment that the children suffered during their early years., There 1s no case
of extreme low intelligence, Of the children at present in the home (this excludes
those who have been in the hospital and therefore not studied) the Lowest in intelli-
gence could only be classified as borderline feeble-minded. The highest could only be
considered as slightly above the usual norm, Thus the range of mental abilities is

not very great.

The play behaviour of the children is extemely retarded. They are able to
get along with one another without much open conflict, but their play activities are
coamparable to those of three year old children, The children play beside each other
tut not with each other, They do not respond to organized play which involves taking
turns or team cooperation, On the playground the children run or wander argund the
yard alone, Occasionally two and seldom three children are seen participai?mg in the
same play. Spontaneocus play on a group basis is entirely unknown. Very little effort
has been made toteach the children to play. The teachers report that the children
have not the interest to continue to play the games that have been demonstrated to

them. Since this group of children have been together through most of their lives
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they have not any variety of experiences by which they can learn from each other,

nor do they have an opportunity to meet children from outside of their group, These
children, while they remain tegether, need not only leadership in play in which the
participation of the child is voluntary, but also play equipment which will suggest
play to the children and stimulate their interest and imagination. Best would be an
opportunity for them to have contact with other children whose training and experience
are different.

The children seem better adapted to indoor play of an individual nature such
as modelling with plasticine and drawing. They seldom can remain at any one activity
for any length of time.

The children's response to adults is, at times, almost violent, These
children seem to have a deep and urmet need for acceptance and affection that they
literally hang on to an adult who pays them the least attention. It is not at all
rare to have the extreme of one adult completely surrounded and overpowered by as many
as eight or nine children who cling tenaciously and refuse to release their grasps.
Another child may be crying because he can not work his way in to get his own grasp
upeon the clothing or the person of the adult. Such behavior is directed mostly toward
those adults who are not with the children during most of the day.

' The general behaviour of the children is not of happy and contented children,
This is indicated by their behavious and possibly also by their failure to make appre-
ciable gains in weight even with a hospital ration and good physical care,

Generally the children are not given to much misbehavious. This seems to be
due mainly to submission of the children to the routinized existence.. A release of
controls and routine has been followed not so much by misdeeds as by excited and
emotional behaviour,

Discipline of the children has to be handled through the nursemaids and
teachers, The forms of disciplinary action which has been accepted in the Home in-
cluded "standing in cormer", "withholdiug treats", and a third vaguely called "psycholo-
gical", The entire epproach to misbehaviour has been punitive forms of discipline,

No forms of corporal punishment are known to exist; it was rumored but not verified
that some children were slapped for misbehaving. Scolding and shaming is evident but
not common with all those that have a part in disciplining the children. Withholding
of treats is usually so removed in time and character from the offence commited that

the use of this method has been particularly ineffective and frequently does more harm
than goods So far it has been difficult for the staff to grasp the idea that discipline
when used should be constructive teaching and that the child should learn the conse-
quences of the particular misdeed, Temper tantrums have been treated in the same way
as misbehaviour and with an egual lack in success,

Rewards have been used for the best behaved tdble during the week, prizes for
a drawing contest, and a few other special competitions. The children react very
badly towards rewards; those who do not win break into tears. The purpose of the
reward is lost as through it the children only emphasize winning. It has been recom-
mended that rewards be used only to the extent that the group will be stimulated to
better permonance or interest, that those unable to win do not suffer and that the
winning of the prize does not become the goal that overshadows the game,

Same of the children who are subject to temper tantrums and crying also ex-
hibit a rhythmic body swaying during their spells of emotional outbursts., This swaylng
is of the whole body, is regulsr, and lasts as long as one half hour. During the same
time the child may be screaming or sobbing loudly. This appears to the symptomatic of
a greatly disturbed child, Emresis is prevalent in the same children that give other
symptoms of emotional disturbance and unbappiness. Night tossing and nightmares are
found in only a few cases, It is reported that all these forms of symptomatic behavior
are much less common at present than they were a few months ago. The incidence is
probably decreasing slowly.

The children are well trained in daily living habits. They are able to dress
satisfactorily. It would seem that routine habit training has been well accomplished.
The children are also well mannered and clean in their eating habits,
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There has always been, apparently, a lack of cooperation of the staff with
the health section of the home. After the children were all found to be in very
poor physical condition and the home put on a convalescent basis, the health program
should have been of primary importance. There still continued to exist an attitude
of distrust and suspicion to the entire health program, This attitude extended not
only to the nursing staff within the home, but also to the visiting physicians who
periodically examined the children,

At times this was carried to the extremes of questioning and criticizing
the diagnosis and treatment of cases,

The children still now marked signs of their eady history during the war and
their flight from Latvia., They still show manifestations of early and extreme under-
nourishment such as Knock-Knees, FPot-bellies, and flal chests,

The children have been on hospital rations since the home was placed on a
convalescent basis almost two months ago. The food at present is very good both from
the standpoints of quality and quantity. In addition the children receive a sizable
amount ol sweets and chocolate.

Although the children are recorded as being of various religious denominations
they are all grouped together for religious instructions. The reason given is that
such arrangements is'"easier", It may not be possible to arrange for the religious
needs of the various denominations represented, but until now no effort has been made
to do so., Beneath this seems to be a proselytizing intention in operation at the
present time,

The clothing of the children appears to be good and reasonably adequate.

The only real lack is a supply of shoes, If shoes are not forthcoming scme of the
children will not have shoes for winter wear, A sewing staff makes clothing for

the children as well as dolng alterations and major repairs, Minor clothing repairs
are done by the nursemaids of each group who also have responsibility to see that the
children are properly dressed., The nursemaids seem to take pride in the appearance
of the children in the group.

Recently each child was issued a bag to tie to the foot of his bed and in
which he could keep his personal belongings. This is the first experience the chil-
dren have with private property. Until now he has lived a campletely regulated and
comrmnal existence. The available cupboard space has necessitated that the child's
clothing for the day must be handed to him by his nursemaid, The idea of personal
property is still very strange to the children, but some of them are slowly compre-
hending the cancept. Stealing between children has not been considered by the
children to be a problem since no child felt that he really owned anything. Few
cases have been reported of children stealing from adults, but here is no difficult
to determine how much of this due to a lack of understanding of property.

There has been a resistance on the part of the staff toward supervision or
advice from persons outside the home regardless of agency represented. Suggestions
and recommendations have usually been regarded as interference and criticism thus
causing the staff to became defensive, This is unfortunate as this home, as any
institution, could profit greatly from the help available to them from qualified
consultants and those who could bring a fresh point of view and a new perspective,

The children are greatly in need of a program or type of care in which
they can get recognition as an individual rather being constantly a part of a group.
Same of the children present personality and behaviour problems which will require
the services of a trained and qualified case worker, These cases show a hopeful
prognosis because in most of the cases the symptoms seem to be manifestaticn of the
child's need for recognition and self-expression. If methods are employed to a._u.ow
the child to satisy these needs many of the present problems would no longer exist,

The plan for the immediate future is to divide the children among three
other children's homes., The basis for the division of the group is the placeability
in a foster hame, Thus the first group is composed of 32 children who could likely
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go into a foster home immediately or in the near future. The third group are those
who are not to be placeable for some time to come due to low intelligence, ditficult
behavior, or special health needs, The second group of children will include all
those who do not belong in either of the other two groups at present. It is hoped
that an opportunity will be had to continue to study the individual children espe-
cially if permanent foster home care will be considered as the long time plan for
the chilaren, It is anticipated that the division of the children into tiree homes

will result in progress through a more individualized program for the children,

FREPARED BY
EDWARD W, FRANCEL, UNRRA VWELF. OFFR.
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The reorganisation of the siructure of our German Operations for
Displaced Persons, inpreparation for our asxmption of total responsibility
is ‘oing forward rapidly. lire Bdward Es Rhatigen (D.D.Ge, Operstions), and
¥ire Fletcher C. Kettle (Head of German/Austyian Operations, D.P, Division) have
proceeded, as of this date, to Frankfurt where they will take cherge of the UNRRA
dlsplaced peraons activitiss, They are cognigant of the problem of child welfare
siich is to receive careful attentions The plan is to have Child Welfare
Specialists in all levels of operationa, There will be cne attached to cur
Central Meadquarters in Gommany, one in each of the three Zones and severd,
depending on the need, in esch of the five Districts, The degree to which
Velfare Workers experienced in such child ecere will de assigned to the essembly
cenires will depend upon the extent of the problen in each centre, The Chilad
Welfare Specinlist of the British Minigtry of Health is, at the present time, o
staffl member of the ERO, Welfare Section, D.P, Division, and is in the process of
develeopinz a programme of ehild welfare services far those children whe will be
receiving assistance from UNRRA on = more permenent basia,

In relation to the registration of unidentified chiliren, & supplementery

record card was mrepared by the Welfare Division and reviewed by the representatives
of the Internatiomal Red Cpous. This card wes forwarded to onr Welfere
reprecentative at SHAEF and it is our understending that the card is in use at

the mresent time, A simplified version of this card was prenared for the
uze of UNRRA staff who were cgsigned to register unidentified children being sent

to Sweden ns will be desaribed below. Although the mmbers of unidentified
children in Germany seem relatively small, it has been the policy of SHAYPF and
UNERA to find temporary haven in other countries fer them as well as for eccapanied
ohildren., The following in a depgaription of the type of projectas of this

neture which have bean undertakense

Frence The Frenoh Government hede an offer to SHARP to give temperary asylum
te 1 » 000 wnaccompanied children from concentration cEmps, end eccarding to our
present information less than 500 ohildren have been moved from Buchersveld
tconcentration camp to France under this scheme. These ochildren are seid to

be mainly 15, 16 and 17 yeears old Jewish bomy and are all ssid to have been
identifled, Under the origin:l terms of the egresment with SHARP, direot
UNHRA participation in the scheme was excluded, but the proposal wns lator amended '
to the effect that the responsibility, of the children so moved would contimme to
be the responsibdlity of SHALF and/or its suscessor. The Joint Distribution
Committee, through its subsidiary the Osuvre de Secours sux Enfents (0.8.8.) in
France, hea taken responsibility #r the temporary ceare of théce children, and it
is understood is making plans for their permement care. We riow await further
deteils,

Svitzerland Other children from Puchenveld have been moved to Switzerland
under the terms of the Agresment with the Don Suizae whereby Svitzerlend
undertock to provide temporery care for 2,000 ohi under 12 years of dge
for & period fo six months, on the understaming thet UNERA would co-gperate in
Germemfr in sclecting the ahildren nnd in Switszerlsnd in & supervisory capacity,

: cements for the move wére supervised by two UNBRA Welfare Officers
ettached to SHARF in oo-gperetion with a Welfare Representative of the Don Suisse,
Considerable difficulty was ewperienced in the selection of the ohildren owing
to the fact that the Swiss invitation was specifically designed far the reception
of children under 12 years, Except for ten children, all those at Buchemssld
were over 14 years, The Don Suisse wes therefors eutharised by the Swias
Govermment to receive up to 750 children wnder 17 Even so t ere were
canplications, because mumbers of bays hed just passed their seventeenth birthday
and others whe were eligible hed older hrothers frem whem they 4id not wish to be
separated, whils$t most of the children under 12 were accompanied by a2 fother,

In adiiition, the ordigignal Buchemvald group hed been augmented by groups of young
persons who had come to Bucherwald from other centres on heawing of the proposed
move to Switzerland or in order to look for relativesz, The Don Suisse also
decided to faks a group of 36 hospital cases comeiting of you g persons under

17, all of whom originally came from Buchemwald. These oases were trensferred
by ambulance to Basel, ]




bar y Puclieieeld éventually taken to Switzerland (it is not
clear vhere the hogpital cenes ayre included in the mmber) comprised a group ol
8 peracas i these eleven were parents (two mothers with babies of three
wt .u) Tif .,;; elight giris aged 15 and 16 and the rest boyz. A1l the children
'r.J.‘. stated to be Jewish, including &/ Hungarians, 15 Rumanians, 9 Ozechs,
10 of Gertan birth described as "stateless" and the remainder Foles.

M m‘ﬂaﬁhi xte A.Lu,._\,..- the UIRRA displaced persons repréezentative in
witzerlend, will cayry ocut Ibison functione on behalf of the chvildren until
@ are able to deterine with the Don Suisse wint the curteiled programe will
'.-.:-.'-_-;‘-r-:-. gn UNRRA ;;. ild Weifere Officer has bean asaigned to deternine the
abouts of any further unsscempanied children under 12 who may be suitable
for the Don Suispe Scheme,

Jireden A representetive of UNER/ as sent o Swaden to negotiate with that
Government on the temporary care of displaced persons. .The Swe@ish Government,
through the Swedish Royel Coomdssion for International Rslief, offered temporary
cars In Sveden for six months for up to 10,000 displaced persons chisfly frun
concentyation campas, inciuding up to 1,000 wnecgompanied childrens  Bubarkation
fraom Lubeck to Swedem is going forward, UIIRRA being reésponsible for the
rogistration of the d_:.sri:.r.cu persons. 172 children from Balsen, of whom 66
nre aocompenied, ere imcluded in the groupe A simplified form of the
supplenantory record caxd of information to be collectad for all anidentifisd
children wes made available to the UMREA registretion teem,

Great Britain The British fome Officé hes given permission for 1,000
chdldren up to 14 years from concentration camps to be Urought to England for
benparaxy cares, A cow-ordimated group of voluntary societies is prepaered to
essume responsibility for the caxe of the children &nd the co-oxdinating
commdttes is keeping UNRBA informed of any arrangements being mede with S‘;m.
No children have yeot arrived and although there are reported to be children a
Linz (Austria) snd Teresenstadt (Czac}mslmkia] who may be unaccompanied and
of undetermined netionalitly, and who miy after investigation be found suitable
for care in (e U.Ke, it is expected that the mmber of children available for
teporary asylum will be vexry much smaller than was at first antitivated.

We will forwerd to you the report of SHAZF's swurvey of displaped children
in Gar'rw.a,r when it hos been completed and will submit a further report of our
planned programe of child welfare services.

M Al md“‘-“""
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it Present Mr, Alspach, the UNRRa displaced persons representative in Switzer=
land, wlll carry out liaison functions on behalf of the children until we are able
to determine with the Don Suisse what the curtailed programme will involve. An
UNRRA Child Welfare Officer has been assigned to determine the whereabouts of any
further unaccompanied children under 12 who may be suitable for the Don Suisse
schene,

Sweden A representative of UNRRa was sent to Sweden to negotiate with that Govern
ment on the temporary care of displaced persons, The 8Swedish Government through

the Swedish Royal Comuission for Internativnal Relief, offered temporary care in
Sweden for six months for up to 10,000 displaced persons chiefly from concentration
canps, including up to 1,000 unaccompanied children., Embarkation from Lubeck to
Sweden is going forward, UNRR: being responsible for the registration of the diss
placed persons, 172 children from Belsen, of whom 66 are accompanied, are included
in the group, A simplified form of the supplementary record card of information to
be collected for 2ll unidentified children was made available to the UNRRA registra=-
tion tean,

Great Britain  The British Home Office has given permission for 1,000 children

up to 14 years from concentration camps to be brought to England for temporary
care, A co-ordinated group of voluntary societies is prepared to assume responsi-
bility for the care of the children and the co-ordinating committee is keeping
UNRRa informed of any arrangements being made with SHAFF., No children have yet
arrived and although there are reported to be children at ILinz (austria) and
Teresenstadt (Czechoslovakia) who may be unaccompanied and of undetermined nation-
ality, and who may after investigation be found suiteble for care in the U.K., it
is expected that the number of children available for temporary asylum will be
very much smaller than was at first anticipated,
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Since the liberation of the displaced persons in Germany, the concern of the Mili-
tary has been to repatriate as expeditiously as possible all persons whe could be
returned to their countries, For the past few months the activity of the military
and of the UNRR: staff in assembly centres has, to a large extent been centred a-
round the establishment of camps, their operation, the problem of meeting the needs
of an ever constantly changing population, and most important of all, the repatria-
tion of displaced persons in their country of nationality, The magnitude of this
work is indicated in the SHAEF report of the 18th June which shows that 5,684,135
displaced persons in Germany, by 18th June, 3,085,726 were repatriated leaving a
total of 2,598,409 persons for whom assistance is being provided,

Due to the constant change of population in the camps and the resultant pressure
>f work there was of necessity limited registration of the persons within the camps.
In those camps where there are UNRRi teams some registration was aecomplished in the
face of great difficulties, In preparation of this programme for displaced persons
SHAEF drew up a statistical report which was to be submitted by each camp to SHAEF
deadquarters, such report to give informetion regarding the composition of the per-
song in the camps. These reports were not completed during this period, nor were
they required in view of the unusual pressures, We therefore have had no specific
information &s to the overall numbers of .children in camps and the degree to which
these are unidentified or accompianied by their parents, For any information we have
had to rely on sporadic reports received from UNRis personnel in camps and reports
on visite to the camps of representatives from ERO, our Central Headquarters at SHAEF,
nd staff in area levels, The difficulty of securing reports has been further increas-
3d by the lack of communication and transport facilities. However, from the informa-
tion which we have received there may be considerable numbers of children in family
sroups in assembly centres, but the number of unidentified children appear to be
axtremely small, SHAEF Headgquarters are at present securing figures of the numbers,
age groups, and status-of children in the camps, which information will be completed
shortly and is to be made available to the ERO,

Reports which our Welfere Officers have been forwarding to us from the assembly
sentres have shown that they 2re cognisant of child welfare problems and in those
sentres where there is some degree of stability, the Welfare Officers have concerned
shemselves with such scorvices as living arrangements for children, special foods,
schools, nurseries and playgrounds. The "Digest of Information contained in personal
eports and private letters received from officers in the field - Prepared by .el=
‘are Division ERO", which has been forwarded to you by the Vielfare Division, gives
ome indication of the activities of welfare workers in this area,

In the ERO and in our Central Headquarters at SHA«EF, we hove given consideration

o the most effective usc of our Child welfare Specinlists, Until we could determine
here the need for their services was necessary, they were scnt forward in teams to
ssembly centres to gain first-hand information and experience in relation to the
roblems of displaced persons, as we became aware of the need of their skill in cer-
ain areas, an attempt was made to call forward and assign them to those sections,
hen it was known that children were found in concentration camps, efforts were made

o have SHAEF call forward Child Welfare Specialists for these camps, either as in-
ividual's or as members of teams, but the proposal was not acceptable azt that time,
ater, however, we were able to have assigned a Child Welfare Specialist to the Bel-
en and Buchenwald concentration camps. To date, of the ten Welfare Officers select=-
d to function in a supervisory capacity on an area level, three have had outstand-
ng experience in the field of child welfare, #nother child Welfare Specialist has
een operating in the British Zone, 2lst Army Group, 4 detailed analysis of the ex~
erience and qualifications of UNRRa VWelfare Officers, in relation to child welfare
xperience, has becn made with a view to jlacement of these individuals in assignments
here their special skill is needed, 4 child Welfare Expert of Great Britain has been
ecalled from the Middle East and is proceeding to Germany. In the recruitment of Jjel-
are Qfficers, special consideration has been given to experience in child care,
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The reorganisation of the structure of our German Operations for Displaced Per-
sons, in preparation for our assunption of total responsibility is going forward ra-
pidly. Mr. Edwerd E, Rhoatigen (D.D.G., Operations), and Mr, Fletcher C, Kettle (Head
of Germ:n/austrian Operations, D,P, Division) have proceeded, as of this date, to
Frankfurt where they will take charge of the UNRR4 displaced persons activities. They
are cognisant of the problem of child welfare which is to rece ve careful attention,
The plenis to havas Child Welfare Specialists in all levels of operations, There will
be one attached to our Central Headquarters in Germany, one in each of the three Zoner
and several, depending on the need, in each of the five Districts, The degree to whici
Welfare VWorkers experienced in such child care will be assigned to the assembly cen-
tres will depend upon the extent of the problem in each centre, The Child Welfare
pecialist of the British Ministry of Health is, at the present time, a staff member
>f the ERO, W elfare Section, D,P, Division, and is in the process of developing a
programme of child welfare services for those children who will be receiving assis=-
tance from UNRR/, on & more perménent basis.

In relation to the registration of unidentified children, a supplementary record
card was prepared by the Welfare Division and reviewed by the representatives of the
International Red Cross. This card was forwarded to our Welfare representative at
SHAEF cnd it is our understanding that the card is in use at the present time, A
simplified version of this card was prepared for the use of UNRRu staff who were as-
signed to register unidentificd children being sent to Sweden as will be described
below, iAlthough the numbers of unidentified children in Germany seem relatively small,
it has been the policy of SHAEF and UNRRs to find temporary haven in other countries
for them as well as for accompanied children, The following is a description of the
type of projects of this nature which have been undertaken:- {

France The French Government made an offer to SHAEF to give temporary asylum to 1,00
unaccompanied children from concentration camps, and according to our present infore
mation less than 500 children have been moved from Buchenwald concentration camp to
France under this scheme, These children are said to be meinly 15,16 and 17 years old
Jewish boys and are all said to have been identified, Under the original terms of the
agreepent with SHAEF, direct UNRRA participation in the scheme was excluded, but the
proposal was later amended to the effect that the responsibility of the children so
moved would continue to be the responsibility of SHAEF and/or its successor. The
Joint Distribution Committee, through its subsidiary the Oeuvre de Secours aux En-
fants (0.S.E.) in France, has taken responsibility for the temporary care of these
children, and it is understood is making plans for their permanent care, We now a-
wait further details,

Switzerland Other children from Buchenwald have been moved to Switzerland under the
terms of the Agreement with the Don Suisse whereby Switzerland undertook to provide
temporary care for 2,000 children under 12 years of age for a period of six months,
on the understanding that UNRR. would co-operate in Germany in selecting the children
and in Switzerland in a.supervisory capacity., The arrangements for the move were supe:
vised by two UNRR. Welfare Officers attached to SHAEF in co-operation with a Welfare
Representative of the Don Suisse, Considerable difficulty was experienced in the
selection of the children owing to the fact that the Swiss invitation was specifi-
cally designed for the reception of children under 12 years, Except for ten children,
all those at Buchenwald were over 14 years. The Don Suisse was therefore authorised
by the Swiss Government to receive up to 350 children under 17, Even so there were
complications, because numbers of boys had just passed their seventeenth birthday

and others who were eligible hHad older brothers from whom they did not wish to be
separated, whilst most of the children under 12 were accompanied by a father, In
addition, the original Buchenwald group had beecn augmented by groups of young persons
who had come to Buchenwald from other centres on hearing of the proposed move to
Switzerland or in order to lock for relatives, The Don Suisse also decided to take

a group of 36 hospital cases consisting of young persons under 17, all of whom ori-
ginally came from Buchenwald, These cases were transferred by ambulance to Basel, The
total rumber from Buchenwald eventtally taken to Switzerland (it is not clear where
the hospital cases are included in the number) comprised a group of 348 persons, Of
these eleven were parents (two mothers with babies of three months), fifty-eight girle
aged 15 and 16 and the rest boys, 4ll the children are stated to be Jewish, including
47 Hungarians, 16 Rumanians, 9 Czechs, 10 of German birth described as "stateless"
and the remainder Poles,
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it Present Mr, Alspach, the UNRRa displaced persons representative in Switzer=
land, wlll carry out liaison functions on behalf of the children until we are able
to determine with the Don Suisse what the curtailed programme will involve. An
UNRRA Child Welfare Officer has been assigned to determine the whereabouts of any
further unaccompanied children under 12 who may be suitable for the Don Suisse
schene,

Sweden A representative of UNRRa was sent to Sweden to negotiate with that Govern
ment on the temporary care of displaced persons, The Swedish Government through

the Swedish Royal Commission for International Relief, offcred temporary care in
Sweden for six months for up to 10,000 displaced persons chiefly from concentration
camps, including up to 1,000 unaccompanied children, Embarkation from Lubeck to
Sweden is going forward, UNRR. being responsible for the registration of the dise
placed persons, 172 children from Belsen, of whom 66 are accompanied, are included
in the group, A simplified form of the supplementary record card of information to
be collected for all unidentified children was made available to the UNRRA registra-
tion teanm.

Great Britain The British Home Office has given permission for 1,000 children

up to 14 years from concentration camps to be brought to England for temporary
cire, & co-ordinated group of voluntary societies is prepared to assume responsi-
bility for the care of the children and the co-ordinating committee is keeping
UNRRA informed of any arrangements being made with SHAEF. No children have yet
arrived and although there are reported to be children at Linz (austria) and
Teresenstadt (Czechoslovakia) who may be unaccompanied and of undetermined nation-
ality, and who may after investigation be found suitable for care in the U.K,., it
is expected that the number of children available for temporary asylum will be
very much smaller than was at first anticipated.

1,561,56
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Since the liberation of the displaced persons in Germany, the concern of the lili-
tary has been to repatriate as expeditiously as possible all persons who could be
returned to their countries, For the past few months the activity of the military
and of the UNRRA staff in assembly centres has, to a large extent been centred a-
round the establishment of camps, their operation, the problem of meeting the needs
of an ever constantly changing population, and most important of all, the repatria=-
tion of displaced persons in their country of nationality, The magnitude of this
work is indicated in the SH4EF report of the 18th June which shows that 5,684,135
displaced persons in Germeny, by 18th June, 3,085,726 were repatriated leaving a
total of 2,598,409 persons for whom assistance is being provided,

Due to the constant change of population in the camps and the resultant pressure
Oof work there was of necessity limited registration of the persons within the camps,
In those camps where there are UNRR: teams some registration was aecomplished in the
face of great difficulties, In preparation of this programme for displaced persons
SHAEF drew up a statistical report which was to be submitted by each camp to SHaEF
deadquarters, such report to give information regarding the composition ef the per-
sons in the camps, These reports were not completed during this period, nor were
they required in view of the unusual pressures, We therefore have had no specific
information as to the overall numbers of children in camps and the degree to which
these arc unidentified or accompanied by their parents, For any information we have
nad to rely on sporadic reports received from UNRi. personnel in camps and reports
on visite to the camps of representatives from ERO, our Central Headquarters at SHAEF,
and staff in area levels, The difficulty of securing reports has been further increas-
3d by the lack of communication and transport facilities, However, from the informa-
tion which we have received there may be considerable numbers of children in family
zroups in assembly centres, but the number of unidentified children appear to be
sxtremely small, SHAEF Headquarters are at present securing figures of the numbers,
age groups, and status of children in the camps, which information will be completed
shortly and is to be made available to the ERO. '

Reports which our Welfare Officers have been forwarding to us from the assembly
zentres have shown that they are cognisant of child welfare problems and in those
:entres where there is some degree of stability, the Welfare Officers have concerned
shemselves with such services as living arrangements for children, special foods,
schools, nurseries and playgrounds, The "Digest of Information contained in personal
*eports and private letters received from officers in the field - Prepared by .lel=-
‘asre Division ERO", which has been forwarded to you by the Welfare Division, gives
some indication of the activities of welfare workers in this area,

In the ERO and in our Central Headquarters at SHAEF, we have given conslderation

o the most effective usc of our Child Welfare Specialists, Until we could determine
here the need for their services was necessary, they were scnt forward in teams to
ssembly centres to gain first-hand information and experience in relation to the
roblems of displaced persons, 4s we became aware of the need of their skill in cer-
ain areas, an attempt was made to call forward and assign them to those sections,
hen it was known that children were found in concentration camps, efforts were made
o, have SHAEF call forward Child Welfare Specialists for these camps, either as in-
ividuals or as members of teams, but the proposal was not acceptable at that time,
ater, however, we were able to have assigned a Child Welfare Specialist to the Bel-
en and Buchenwald concentration camps. To date, of the ten Welfare Officers select-
«d to function in a supervisory capacity on an area level, three have had outstand-
ng experience in the field of child welfare, s#nother child Welfare Specialist has
een operating in the British Zone, 2lst Army Group, A detailed analysis of the ex—
erience and qualifications of UNRRA Welfare Officers, in relation to child welfare
xperience, has becn made with a view to jlacement of these individuals in assignments
here their special skill is needed, h child Welfare Expert of Great Britain has been
ecalled from the Middle East and is proceeding to Germany., In the recruitment of Wel-
are Officers, special consider~tion has been given to experience in child care,
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The reorganisation of the structure of ocur German Operations for Displaced Per-
sons, in preparation for our assumption of total responsibility is going forward ra-
pidly. Mr, Edwerd E, Rhatigen (D.D.G., Operations), and Mr, Fletcher C. Kettle (Head
of German/sustrian Operations, D,P, Division) have proceeded, as of this date, to
Fronkfurt where they will take charge of the UNRRa displaced persons activities, They
are cognisant of the problem of child welfare which is to receive careful attention,
The plenis to havae Child Welfare Specialists in all levels of operations, There will
be one attached to our Central Headquarters in Germany, one in each cf the three Zones
and several, depending on the need, in each of the five Districts, The degree to whicl
Welfare Workers experienced in such child care will be assigned to the assembly cen-
tres will depend upon the extent of the problem in each centre. The Child Welfare
Specialist of the British Ministry of Health is, at the present time, a staff member
>f the ERO, W elfare Section, D,P. Division, and is in the process of developing a
programme of child welfare services for those children who will be receiving assis-
tance from UNRRA on a2 more permanent basis,

In relation to the registration of unidentified children, 2 supplementary record
card was prepared by the Welfare Division and reviewed by the representatives of the
International Red Cross., This card was forwarded- to our Welfare representative at
SHAEF and it is our understanding that the card is in use at the present time, A
simplified version of this card was prepared for the use of UNRRa staff who were as-
signed to register unidentificd children being sent to Sweden as will be described
below, /Although the numbers of unidentified children in Germany seem relatively small,
it has been the policy of SHAEF and UNRRs to find temporary haven in other countries
for them as well as for accompanied children, The following is & description of the
type of projects of this nature which have becn undertaken:-

France The French Government made an offer to SHAEF to give temporary asylum to 1,00
unaccompanied children from concentration camps, and according to our present infore
mation less than 500 children have been moved from Buchenwald concentration camp to
Fronce under this scheme, These children are said to be mainly 15,16 and 17 years old
Jewish boys and are all said to have been identified, Under the original terms of the
agreement with SHAEF, direct UNRRA participation in the scheme was excluded, but the
proposal was later amended to the effect that the responsibility of the children so
moved would continue to be the responsibility of SHAEF and/or its successor., The
Joint Distribution Committee, through its subsidiary the Oeuvre de Secours auw En-
fants (0,8.E,) in France, has taken responsibility for the temporary care of these
children, and it is understood is making plans for their permanent care, We now a-
wait further details,

Switzerland Other children from Buchenwald have been moved to Switzerland under the
terms of the Agreement with the Don Suisse whereby Switzerland undertook to provide
temporary care for 2,000 children under 12 years of age for a period of six months,
on the understending that UNRR. would co-operate in Germany in selecting the children
and in Switzerland in a supervisory capecity, The arrangements for the move were supe:
vised by two UNBR. Welfare'Officers attached to SHAEF in co-operation with a Welfare
Representetive of the Don Suisse, Considersble difficulty was experienced in the
selection of the children owing to the fact that the Swiss invitation was specifi-
cally designed for the reception of children under 12 years, Except for ten children,
all those 2t Buchenwald were cver 14 years. The Don Suisse was therefore authorised
by the Swiss Government to receive up to 350 children under 17, Even so there were
complications, because numbers of boys had just passed their seventeenth birthday

and others who were eligible Had older brothers from whom they did not wish to be
separated, whilst most of the children under 12 were accompanied by a father, In
addition, the original Buchenwald group had been augmented by groups of young persons
who had come to Buchenwald from other centres on hearing of the proposed move to
Switzerland or in order to lock for relatives, The Don Suisse also decided to take

a group of 36 hospital cases consisting of young persons under 17, &ll of whom ori-
ginally came from Buchenwald, These cases were transferred by ambulance to Basel, The
total rumber from Buchenwald eventually taken to Switzerland (it is not clear where
the hospital cases are included in the number) comprised a group of 348 persons, Of
these eleven were parents (two mothers with babies of three months), fifty-eight girle
aged 15 and 16 and the rest boys., All the children are stated to be Jewish, including
47 Hungarians, 16 Rumanians, 9 Czechs, 10 of German birth described as "stateless"
and the remainder Poles,
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it Present My, Alspach, the UNRR4 displaced persons representative in Switzer-
land, will carry out liaison functions on behalf of the children until we are able
to determine with the Don Suisse what the curtailed programme will involve. An
UNRRA Child Welfare Officer has been assigned to determine the whereabouts of any
further unaccompanied children under 12 who may be suitable for the Don Suisse
schene,

Sweden A representative of UNRR4 was sent to Sweden to negotiate with that Govern
ment on the temporary care of displaced persons, The Swedish Government through

the Swedish Royal Commission for International Relief, offered temporary care in
Sweden for six months for up to 10,000 displaced persons chiefly from concentration
camps, including up to 1,000 unaccompenied children, Embarkation from ILubeck to
Sweden is going forward, UNRRL being responsible for the registration of the diss
placed persons, 172 children from Belsen, of whom 66 are accompanied, are included
in the group, A simplified form of the supplementary record card of information to
be collected for all unidentified children was made available to the UNRRA registra-
tion team,

Great Britain The British Home Office has given permission for 1,000 children

up to 14 years from concentration camps to be brought to England for temporary
care, A co-ordinated group of voluntary societies is prepared to assune responsi-
bility for the care of the children and the co-ordinating committee is keeping
UNRR4 informed of any aprangements being made with SHAEF. No children have yet
arrived and although there are reported to be children at Linz (uustria) and
Teresenstadt (Czechoslovakia) who may be unaccompanied and of undetermined nation-
ality, and who may after investigation be found suitable for care in the U.K,, it
is expected that the number of children available for temporary asyvlum will be
very much smaller than was at first anticipated.
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Since the liberation of the displaced persons in Germany, the concern of the Mili-
tary has been to repatriate as expeditiously as possible all persons who could be
returned to their countries, For the past few months the activity of the military
and of the UNRR: staff in assembly centres has, to a large extent been centred a=-
round the establishment of camps, their operation, the problem of meeting the needs
of an ever constantly changing population, and most important of all, the repatria-
tion of displaced persons in their country of nationality, The magnitude of this
work is indicated in the SHAFF report of the 1l8th June which shows that 5,684,135
displaced persons in Germany, by 18th June, 3,085,726 were repatriated leaving a
total of 2,598,409 persons for whom assistance is being provided,

Due to the constant change of population in the camps and the resultant pressure
)f work there was of necessity limited registration of the persons within the camps,
[n those camps where there are UNRR: teams some registration was aecomplished in the
face of great difficulties, In preparation of this programme for displaced persons
SHAEF drew up a statistical report which was to be submitted by each camp to SH4EF
deadquarters, such report to give information regarding the composition of the per-
soris in the camps., These reports were not completed during this period, nor were
they required in view of the unusual pressures, Wle therefore have had no specific
information as to the overall numbers of children in camps and the degree to which
these are unidentified or accompanied by their parents, For any information we have
had to rely on sporadic reports received from UNRi. persomnel in camps and reports
on visite to the camps of representatives from ERO, our Centrol Headquarters at SHAEF,
and staff in area levels, The difficulty of securing reports has been further increas-
ad by the lack of communication and transport facilities, However, from the informa-
tion which we have received there may be considerable numbers of children in family
iroups in assembly centres, but the number of unidentified children appear to be
axtremely smell, SHAEF Headquarters are at present securing figures of the numbers,
2ge groups, and status of children in the camps, which information will be completed
shortly and is to be made available to the ERO,

Reports which our Welfere Officers have been forwarding to us from the assembly
zentres have shown that they are cognisant of child welfare problems and in those
xentres vwhere there is some degree of stability, the Welfare Officers have concerned
shemselves with such scrvices as living arrangements for children, special foods,
schools, nurseries and playgrounds, The "Digest of Information contained in personal
*eports and private letters received from officers in the field - Prepared by lel=
‘are Division ERO", which has been forwarded to you by the Welfare Division, gives
jome indication of the activities of welfare workers in this area.

In the ERO and in our Central Headquarters at SHAEF, we hove given consideration
o the most effective usc of our Child #elfare Specialists. Until we could determine
here the need for t heir services was necessary, they were scnt forward in teams to
ssembly centres to gain first-hand information and experience in relation to the
roblems of displaced persons, 4s we became aware of the need of their skill in cer-
&in areas, an attempt was made to call forward and assign them to those sections,
hen it was known that children were found in concentration camps, efforts were made
o have SHAEF call forward Child Welfare Specialists for these camps, either as in-
ividuals or as members of teams, but the proposal was not acceptable at that time,
ater, however, we were able to have cssigned a Child Welfare Specialist to the Bel-
en and Buchenwald concentration camps. To date, of the ten Welfare Officers select-
d to function in a supervisory capacity on an area level, three have had outstand-
ng experience in the field of child welfare, snother child Welfars Specialist has
een operating in the British Zone, 21st Army Group. 4 detailed analysis of the ex-
erience and qualificoations of UNRRa Velfare Officers, in relation to child welfare
xperience, has becn made with a view to jlacement of these individuals in assignments
here their special skill is needed, 4 child Welfare Expert of Great Britain has been
ecalled from the Middle Hast and is proceeding to Germany, In the recruitment of Wel-
are Officers, special considerntion has been given to experience in child care,




D

The reorganisation of the structure of our German Operations for Displaced Per-
sons, in preparation for our assumpltion of total responsibility is going forward ra-
pidly, lr. Edword E, Rhatigen (D.D.G., Operations), and Mr, Fletcher C. Kettle (Head
of German/sustrian Operations, D,P, Division) have proceeded, as of this date, to
Fronkfurt where they will take charge of the UNRRa4 displaced persons activities. They
are cognisant of the problem of child welfare which is to recadve careful attention,
The plenis to havz Child Welfare Spe¢ialists in all levels of operations, There will
be one attached to our Central Headquarters in Germany, one in each of the three Zones
and several, depending on the need, in each of the five Districts, The degree to whicl
Welfare Workers experienced in such child care will be assigned to the assembly cen-
tres will depend upon the extont of the problem in each centre, The Child Welfare
Specialist of the British Ministry of Health is, at the present time, a staff mcmber
>f the ERO, W elfare Section, D,P, Division, and is in the process of developing a
orogramme of child welfare services for those children who will be receiving assis~
tance from UNRRL on.a more permanent basis,

In relation to the registration of unidentified children, 2 supplementary record
eard was prepared by the Welfare Division and reviswed by the representatives of the
International Red Cross. This card was forwarded to our Welfare representative at
SHAEF ond it is our understanding that the card is in use at the present time, A
simplified version of this card was prepared for the use of UNRRu staff who were as-
signed to register unidentificd children being sent to Sweden as will be described
below, iilthough the numbers of unidentified children in Germany seem relatively small,
it has been the policy of SHIEF and UNRRu to find temporary haven in other countries
for them as well as for accompanied children, The following is a description of the
type of projects of this nature which have been undertaken:-

France The French Government made an offer to SHAEF to give temporary asylum to 1,00
unaccompanied children from concentration camps, and according to our present infore-
mation less than 500 children have been moved from Buchenwald concentration camp to
France under this scheme, These children are said to be mainly 15,16 and 17 years old
Jewish boys and are all said to have been identified, Under the original terms of the
agreement with SH.EF, direct UNRR: participation in the scheme was excluded, but the
proposal was' later amended to the effect that the responsibility of, the children so
moved would continue to be the responsibility of SHAEF and/or its successor, The
Joint Distribution Committee, through its subsidiary the Oeuvre de Secours aux En-
fants (0,S.E.,) in France, has taken responsibility for the temporary care of these
children, and it is understood is making plans for their permanent care, We now a-
wait further details.,

Switzerland Other children from Buchenwald have been moved to Switzerland under the
terms of the Agreement with the Don Suisse whereby Switzerland undertook to provide
temporary care for 2,000 children under 12 years of age for a period of six months,
on the understanding that UNRR. would co-operate in Germany in selecting the children
and in Switzerland in a supervisory capacity, The arrangemcnts for the move were supe:
vised by two UNRR. Welfare Officers attached to SHAEF in co-operation with a Welfare
-Representative of the Don Suisse. Considersble difficulty was experienced in the
selection of the children owing to the fact that the Swiss invitation was specifi-
cally designed for the reception of children under 12 years, Except for ten children,
all those at Buchenwald were cver 14 years. The Don Suisse was therefore authorised
oy the Swiss Government to receive up to 350 children under 17, Even so there were
complications, because numbors of boys had just passed their seventeenth birthday

and others who were eligible Had older brothers from whom they did not wish to be
» separated, whilst most of the children under 12 were accompanied by a father, In
addition, the original Buchenwald group had been augmented by groups of young persons
who had come to Buchernwald from other centres on hearing of the proposed move to
Switzerland or in order to look for relatives, The Don Suisse also decided to take

a group of 36 hospital cases consisting of young perscns under 17, all of whom ori-
ginally came from Buchenwald, These cases were transferred by ambulance to Basel, The
total nurber from Buchenwald eventually taken to Switzerland (it is not clear where
the hospital cases are included in the number) comprised a group of 348 persons, Of
these eleven were parents (two mothers with babies of three months), fifty-eight girle
aged 15 and 16 and the rest boys, All the children are stated to be Jewish, including
L7 Hungarians, 16 Rumanians, 9 Czechs, 10 of German birth described as "stateless"
and the remainder Poles,
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