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The United Nations human rights treaty body system, which combines noble 
ideals with practical measures to realize them, is one of the greatest achievements in the 
history of the global struggle for human rights. The treaty bodies stand at the heart of the 
international human rights protection system as engines translating universal norms into 
social justice and individual well being. Using a growing set of tools, this system 
provides authoritative guidance on human rights standards, advises on how treaties apply 
in specific cases, and informs States parties of what they must do to ensure that all people 
enjoy their human rights. 

The incremental growth of the system over the past few years, with the adoption 
by States of new human rights instruments and the creation of new treaty bodies for their 
effective realization, is testimony to their global standing. All parties benefit from their 
work. Victims reach out to treaty bodies for redress and reparation through the individual 
complaints system. Governments depend on them for a greater understanding of their 
obligations under international human rights law. And the involvement of experts, civil 
society groups and government representatives in reporting and other processes generates 
a genuine dialogue at the national level that empowers individuals and improves laws, 
policies, programmes and institutions. 

The strong global consensus on the need to ensure the continued relevance and 
vitality of the treaty bodies is reflected in the pages that follow, which summarize a three­
year-long process of reflection and consultation among all key stakeholders. I commend 
the dedication of those who contributed to this process, as well as the leadership of the 
High Commissioner in ensuring a valuable report with concrete proposals aimed at 
creating a more efficient and inclusive system of independent expert review and guidance 
on the implementation of international human rights standards. 

Not long ago, slavery, racism, torture and other abuses of human rights were 
accepted practices. The fact that these have been outlawed on paper is testament to the 
activism of the human rights community - and the task of eradicating them in practice 
will be greatly advanced by serious consideration of the proposals in this report. Now 
that this text has been so meticulously compiled, it is up to governments, human rights 
activists and others to make the best possible use of it. I hope this report reaches a wide 
global audience and inspires even further steps to strengthen the United Nations human 
rights treaty body system, which is SO integral to global progress. . ;  · !·, f: ·.; \:· r� ;·; :r� ! · ·' ,. U . ·� \L ·I ' . 
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REFERENCE: 

1. The treatyoody:strengthening oonsultatio.n process is enteringits fuiai stage with 
tl1e re..lease o( my rq>oit sche�ul��for 22 Jut:l,e 2012, tq_be. published on the 
OHCHRwepsite, The reporhv:ill be:formally presented to the General Assembly 
by Ivan Simonovic! Assistant Secretary-General, on 29 Ju.ne. I will interactively 
pre$'ebf it tnyseifqn 1'6-17 �ulyinNew �otk at the invitationofthe-P.resident of 
the General Assembly a5 an iirin(gutation to the .ihtergovetnnlental process on 

q-eaty body strengthe@.ng whiQhw� Japnched in Febfll<U"Y 2012 through GA 
fes()hiti0n 69/54� 

2. �closed is the4rt\ft �port for your- kind information. In addition, I would be 
honoured if you would agree . .t<>J>rovide the Foreword to the rqx>rt. I am taking the 
Hbe,r;ty to s�est @UJ.e eleJnenfs: in this l'�gzu:d, us outlined in � encl.osed Annex. 
Yotir¥ideo messages to the si<>n corlsliltationfot States in May 2011, as well as 
your a4dress l,\lth�lustconsulh:!-Uotdbr St�esinNew York this April, were highly 
'appreciated. by S�tesand myself: Your supp()rt to the process has been invaluable 
asJ sincerely believe :thaHhis hedrook ofhuman rights protection needs our 
collectiv� efforts to-make it most b.eneficia!to the entire·United Nations system. 

3. The:�ty bodY�,ll�eni1lg.�[lSultatio{l:pro<;ess .• sought,·�o·heighten awareness 
among aU sta�Ce}lP'lders ofihe chlillenges the·system is facing and stimulate the 
formulation-ofooncrete suggestions on how to address these challenges. In this 
contex,t, I'Jl;iY,�'l,\ttempJe<il. to highlightthe i,�porta.nce 9f viewingJreaty bodies as a 
syStem, inclutlll1g by tii�treaty"bo:dies'thems�iv·es. Tiie ·process sought to brmg 
abollt grndual. ijnprovementsand harmopi:zition.qfworking methodsofthe treaty 
bodies,and OHCHR in itS support for their work. Most importantly, the process 
aimed.at identifying what would �onstitute the.necessary resources to support the 
wotk of the treaty bodies'a4�q).lateiy. Duringsotri� twenty consultations that took 
place around tJ:te,-world among different actors,,induding treaty body \experts, 
S�te�,��, .Q:ati9Qal hPlllll11J'ighi$ institJ,itions, civil so�i�ty and_ United Nations 
eht,iti$�J1iff�fe'Ilt p�posats W¢f<e-generated. 
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�·��·· . ·  · :tes partieipated.activelythrough three consultations on'2 and 3 April 2<Jl2 in 
New Y:ork; inGerieva on 7 and 8 Feb� 2012, ap.d in Siop o1112 ®,d f3, May 
2011. 3'6 written contributions were received. AU out:Come-s,an.d proposals were 
contin�oi)Sly ppsted on a �edicated.space on the C)l-ICFIR.webs:i�. 

5. The enclosed_ repprt provides an analytical framework\comJilin�-�the prQ�sals. 
identifying synergi¢s, linkages, an4 at��Jor· iiJ.llt'Qat tjlhf<fr�)lJ;eij�, and. po�ential 
for future common ground that began to .emerge thro'tl���cO'risttltationprooess. 
In identif}ingthe prqposals tt;> be inci-q�eq;in �Y �¢ppFt, �'il:laY� -�ppfiedth� 
f�?ll<>wing- ctiteri�Kp:roPQsai�. Itl.U$� re�t:��;tq:ati�sAA,\l'p,&t�!liJ;¢ tt,"e�ty 
amendments;. they must have been considered.by tile variolis �eholders:during 
the consultation process· and bear a likelihood ():('generating. the largest possible · 

·agreements; must be compatible With. andimpl�tnentable.alongside 0therproppsals 
with a view to providing a coherent '-'ision for the tuture 0fth¢:treatY body system; 
andf mostimportantly;. each ptoposalmtist contribute-to .str.etlgthening the/treaty 
l::>odies and proyide·!or enhanced -promotion and p.rot�tio.n;ofchumall.rig:hts, 

6. One oftbe- �ey�r�IWsals�· thatofaCompreh�nsi�e��-QrtjngCalendar is based on 
th� S.�tetary-G�n�ral �pprt to the _Gerienil �11ll>,ly-',(&6pl:J}ltf}<>Jl "Measures to 
improve further ��·effectiveness�-hatm.Ciniza��n •. , \'>tin oftlie treaty borly -
system�, ·in�bicb;�Q- opii()ns w� proposed�()·_� •• _ . ,_:�e'Q�entJ¢fi<>ll!9il1.g 
ch.alleliges; nam.ely tO 'eStablish suCQ (} fixed calerr� gr,�O' ()lijy re�uce ctirtent 
backlogs; lhave. placed .emphasis. on proposing.alonge.rterm .solution� i.e. the 
fiXed calendar. · 

7. · Thro.ugh GA resol11tion 6Q/254 _ an _ inte:r-g9YtmUt1trnt.aJ_ .proces�ofthe (Jenel'al 
Assemblyo.n strengthenillg an4 e�cing the �f;ectiVC·WnCtl()mng of the_ human 
rights treaty Qod;y system 'has been c.r.(!at� led by tl:le"J?QA_ . . .I. �Hhat this inter• 
govern1ll4fn®.pro�ess will tm1hrace. aJnultj-"StJik�lio�q¢rg���¢b;, t�pecttll.e 
powers of the treaty bodies to-decide ·On their own Working m,ethocls and rules of 
proceQur�f).�an9 �ru;ttee the� inde�n.d�e¢ a$ stip#lat#J;irl m,-e\re$peetiV.e 
treaties, Some St�tes thro1Jgltabstairiing duf.ing-the'aclaplibn'nf:the.res�lution_ sent 
a similar message in this regard. I am con:fid�ntthatthQ� St�tes.,.\Vill also in th� 
future inter-governmental process defend these positions. 

8. A shorter version of this report for submission to the <Jen,e�al A,ssembly. -l:l$ 
requested by the same resolution,. wilt be .prepared .by the end. ofthis month. Some 
p� of the rePQrt.were: prepared With relevant.<>iherdeP�en�• sqcb as the 
Division·tor Oonfetence ManageJ!l,�t and �he-Qe��Jilt·.ror Pu�lic Information 
and the entire•repottwas sbal'ed'.withthe,Pto�� Pl�l}'8 amf::Buqget 
Division. 

9. l look•LQI"Ward to te�ei·villg anywtnffi�p,� y��m�y ·vvislf� �h� QQ. the Tel?Ort: 
inclu4m no· , futly :1J posi�ive resi?()n� t.O thereq:uest for the F<>tewor -� t . . 

Best regards. 
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111e l.[ni�d Nations lmman; �g�ts treatY bodY system 
. 
has made a significant 

contrib"!ltion to th� ptomotioQ �d ,pr-�tectfon of human rights, with treaty bodies 
provi4tng 'a:<itQorita�iye,,guidant:e OIJ tll.e, .£<>Qtt;nt an4, requirements of international human 
rights standards, the:awi:ication of U'eaties in individual cas.es and ihe steps that States 
p<¢ies shou.l.d ta;lc� to ·eilspte. fufl ®plementaf�on of humat1 tights obligations and their 
enjoyment by ali .. 

The reporting;:and o'thet processes �ve played a role in stimulating the creation 
,ofconstituencies at the national level., both insi<ie and outside the State machinery, to 
promote imple�enhition.ofhtin)an pgltf8 ��d pt�vide rf:iiress forJrulividuals. Directed at. 
achieVing fompliance: �t the' nat1onhl 1evei. Witl1 international ntln:ian rights treaty 
J>roovi�ionsih a �r�d YliD�ty of area�� tl1e··tr�ty �bo(iy?systemgmd,.ed all States parties as 
'they .. de�elo� ne� 1a}Ys;, · pplici1��/ ijtstitutions and programtiles tha.t contribute to 
enhancing; the pt!1tection . of:hmnan rights .. 

The te})Orting J>tocess pro\fides a platform for sustained national dialogue on 
hum� ti�f$ am0t1g �(l;v�o.® stak9��J4ers� an� :aJI opJ>oi"tlJ.{lity tbrrevi�w of a. State's 
policies. Jl:ie .outcol1te of the pr.o.ces�, tfie ·coilcluding .obs(ftvations or recommendations 
of the coinm.ittees, $ .. well:as their Genenil 'Comnienis offer ·guidance on implementation 
to all Stare i�stitutio1l$ and have often.�:on�fit.\l�d l,(frain:ework for joint action by States, 
•natiuna(human:ri�ts institutions, ciyil socieey:i-tJirited Nations· entities and others. 

l welcome th�- �eport . of,,the Hi� Co,Jb1Ilissionef for Human Rights which 
c��tainsj:>tgp<Ysals mtp.,(ld !lt $trengtlJ.ert1� the hurrum rights �eaty body system so. that it 
can �ontii!ue:toJ?tijfd 914. it$ achiev�p:te�ts ·a'Q� .J¥l�e.ss: the main .challenges which it faces 
todaya:nd urge allstakeliolders to s�pJ>Ort its impietnentation. 

I wiU continue to closely follow the issue and to keep you informed on the 
process of strengthe11i1lg.the hwnatl rights treaty bodies. 


