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The United Nations human rights treaty body system, which combines noble
ideals with practical measures to realize them, is one of the greatest achievements in the
history of the global struggle for human rights. The treaty bodies stand at the heart of the
international human rights protection system as engines translating universal norms into
social justice and individual well being. Using a growing set of tools, this system
provides authoritative guidance on human rights standards, advises on how treaties apply
in specific cases, and informs States parties of what they must do to ensure that all people
enjoy their human rights.

The incremental growth of the system over the past few years, with the adoption
by States of new human rights instruments and the creation of new treaty bodies for their
effective realization, is testimony to their global standing. All parties benefit from their
work. Victims reach out to treaty bodies for redress and reparation through the individual
complaints system. Govemments depend on them for a greater understanding of their
obligations under international human rights law. And the involvement of experts, civil
society groups and government representatives in reporting and other processes generates
a genuine dialogue at the national level that empowers individuals and improves laws,
policies, programmes and institutions.

The strong global consensus on the need to ensure the continued relevance and
vitality of the treaty bodies is reflected in the pages that follow, which summarize a three-
year-long process of reflection and consultation among all key stakeholders. I commend
the dedication of those who contributed to this process, as well as the leadership of the
High Commissioner in ensuring a valuable report with concrete proposals aimed at
creating a more efficient and inclusive system of independent expert review and guidance
on the implementation of international human rights standards.

Not long ago, slavery, racism, torture and other abuses of human rights were
accepted practices. The fact that these have been outlawed on paper is testament to the
activism of the human rights community — and the task of eradicating them in practice
will be greatly advanced by serious consideration of the proposals in this report. Now
that this text has been so meticulously compiled, it is up to govemments, human rights
activists and others to make the best possible use of it. I hope this report reaches a wide
global audience and inspires even further steps to strengthen the United Nations human
rights treaty body system, which is so integral to global progress.
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