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SOME REFL5CTICNS ON THE VIET-NAM ¥AR

The following are excerpts from a, speech delivered by the Secretary-

General, U Thant, at a public meeti.%* in Edmonton, Canada, celebrating the

Diamond Jubilee of the University of Alberta, on Monday, 13 May 1968:

During the past four- years or so, we have seen an escalation and

intensification of the fighting in Viet- Warn to such an extent that this has

become a major threat to the maintenance of international peace and security.

For a variety of reasons, both historical and political, the United Nations as

an organization has been powerless to intervene or to promote in any way either

a de-escalation of the fighting or a peaceful solution to the conflict. Mean-

while the Viet-Ham war has adversely affected not only the relations between

the major Powers but also the entire atmosphere in the United Nations. I

believe that, but for the Viet-Wam war, thers are many ureas where international

co-operation may have resulted in producing solutions to long-standing problems.

It is for this reason, among others, that I have been involved in my

personal capacity in the past four years in trying to contribute to a just

erd peaceful solution of this tragic war. In the course of 196̂ , I attempted,

without, success, to bring about a dialogue between ¥ashin.gton and Hanoi , Since

1965, I have, in my private capacity, offered several formulas to the parties

directly concerned with a view to shifting the quest for a solution from the

field of battle to the conference table, and creating a favourable atmosphere

for fruitful negotiations.

I have always held the view, which I reiterate today, that there are

certain essential first steps that need to be taken in this context, and that

the first and most important step is the unconditional cessation of the bombing

(more)
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of North Viet-Nanu Many experts and even responsible officials in the United

States have testified that the bombing has had little or no effect on the

rate of movement of North Viet-Wamese to the South. On the other hand, the

continuation of the bombing has only hardened the determination of the North

to prosecute the war, and not to negotiate under duress. I also regard such

bombing as of questionable morality and doubtful legality.

At long last, Washington and Hanoi have agreed to hold preliminary talks

in Paris and the first order of business is reported to be the discussion of

the unconditional cessation of bombing and other acts of war against the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. I believe that once agreement has been

reached on this issue, all other matters cai be brought up by either side.

I have all along held the view that all ware are evil and basically alike.

All wars have brought about immense destruction of property and priceless

human lives. In modern war, more powerful weapons are used, which can kill

more people and bring about wholesale destruction of both life and property.

At the present time, and in this nuclear age, wars have become obsolete as

instruments of national policy. Furtherf it is difficult to contain a war

in view of the ever-present risk of its spreading and of the involvement of

the major Powers in it. This is indeed a most serious state of affairs.

It seems to me that the real issue of the Viet-Nam war has gradually

become, not so much the political rî itnecs or wongness of one sids or the

other, as the savage conduct of the war itself. I find it difficult to express

adequately the strong sense of repugnance to all established standards and

norms of civilized society that the continuance of this savage war evokes.

I do not see how one can build a democratic government or a stable eociety

over huge graveyards and with the participation of enormous refugee camps.

I know that advocates of escalation prescribe more drastic and large-scale

destruction, but such senseless escalation would only produce a cure that is

infinitely worse than the disease; in the words of an eminent theologian,

"The operation might be successful but the patient would certainly be buried

and the hospital buried with him."

(more)
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The savagery of the fighting-In Viet-Nam has been the subject of serious

discussion by deeply concerned leaders everywhere, I am very much afraid that

the violence that we are witnessing in Viet-Nam is bound to ha\e its repercus-

sions elsewhere. In. fact, I regard the prevailing mood of violence in the

United States and elsewhere as a consequence of the psychological cljmate

created by the Viet-Naai war, I fear that if this trend is not reversed,

and if the principle of the sanctity of human life is not re-established,

the future for international peace and security itself is indeed a very dark

one.

The experience of the last four years must surely have convinced all

parties that only by a direct dialogue will they be able to bring this conflict

to an end. All along, I have ktgisn. urging that the problem be solved by

negotiation because no'durable result could be achieved by the mere application

of military force. I fail to see how, in the circumstances prevailing, the

war could bring about a'clear-cut victory or defeat for one side or the other.

The terrain is such and the nature of the fighting is so organised that there

can be no end to the guerilla -warfare, as the record of the past twenty

years has shown. There is no doubt that the guerilla activity has resulted

in considerable loss of 'life and destruction. On the other side, huge flying

machines have been used to rain down death and destruction in the form of

bombs, napalm and rockets, but this has not brought about any conclusive

military victory, even if it is claimed that a particular operation is

successful or is the largest strike up to date.

It is also commonly held that 'all the problems in Viet-Nam can be resolved

once the people of Viet-Nam are given the right to cast their votes. I simply

fail to see hov free and fair elections can be conducted in a war situation

while arms are lying all around.' There is a Burmese saying,. "One has to fear

the nearest sword". When fear is the motivating force in casting one's

ballot, how can one expect free and fair elections?

The Viet-Tfem war has often been represented as a "Holy War" against

communism. I regard this concept as entirely erroneous. I personally feel

and have always felt that nationalism is & main motivating force in Viet-Nam.

Nationalism is a force which is much more potent than political ideology.

(more)
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In the face of the adversity which has "befallen Viet-Nam, nationalism has

offered its people a new faith in their ability to maintain their identity

and renewed their confidence in their own destiny. In spite of the grave

divisions — territorial, political and religious — in Viet-IIam, I believe

that nationalism still remains the strongest motivation for the people of

Viet-M'aais

Once peace is restored, could we not expect that all the energies end

talents of the people of Viet-Narn would "be turned towards healing their

divisions and towards the reconstruction and modernization of both parts

of the country? Indeed, one may expect that Viet-Wam, given its natural

resources and the intellectual capacity and vigour of its people, would at

some future date become the moving spirit of a now co-operative effort among

the countries of the region, irrespective of their over-all political systems.

In this connexion9 let me remind you that on 21 July 195̂ -, at the closing

session of the Geneva Conference, British Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden read

what became known as "The Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference".

The Final Declaration was intended to set forth the principles of a future

political settlement for what had been French Indo-China. One of the clauses

of that Declaration was of special significance. Item 6 stated that the

conferees recognized that "the military demarcation line" whr'.ch the conferees

had drawn at the 17th parallel "is provisional a;id should not in any way be

interpreted as constituting a political or territorial boundary". The

important point to remember is that the 17th parallel was never intended to

be a permanent demarcation line, cutting up Viet-Nam into two parts.

We are all aware, of course, that the projected elections did not take

place in July 1956, Since that date, the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam

has believed that it has been cheated and that what was won on the battle-

field by blood and sveat was lost at the conference table.' It is also

important to remember that many leaders in Hanoi were born in the South and

many leaders in the South, including Vice-President Ky, were born in the

North,, President Ho Chi Minn himself had his education in the city of Hue,

which has recently been the scene of such wholesale destruction.

(more)
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However, it Is my understanding, Lased on the programmes presented by

the interested parties, including the National Front of Liberation of South

Viet-Nam, that the unification of the two Viet-Nams is not an inanedjate

problem; it is a matter which can be decided upon in due course when the

over-all situation is much more settled.

I believe that the Paris talks should start an irreversible trend

towards the normalization of the situation :.n Viet-Nanu No pretext should be

offered and no excuse accepted "by either jide to halt the movement towards

gradual normalisation. It may be inevitable that the talks should be

protracted and that meanwhile both sides should seek to improve their military

situation so as to be atle to negotiate from a position of strength. But

I do hope that the preliminary talks which began in Paris at the end of last

week will not only prova fruitful but also lead -rlthout interruption to

substantial talks involving all interested parties and leading eventually

to a peaceful solution*

As part of such a settlement of the over-all problem of Viet-Nam,

I believe that it would be useful to envisage a neutralization of the entire

area that was known as jft̂ nch Indo-China, including both North and South

Viet-Ham, Laos and Cambodia, It would also be a source of stability in the

area if the neutrality of the region could be guaranteed by all the big Powers,

The tall:s in Paris have ̂ ust begun. All the world over the progress

of these talks will be watched with keenest interest. Men''of good will

everywhere will certainly share ray wish that these preliminary talks should

be the beginning of the long road towards an enduring peace.

*•*# *



FORNIA, BERKELEY

BERKELEY • DAVIS • IRVINE • LOS ANGELES • RIVERSIDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRUZ

DEPABTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY

A Tribute to tht PICVll of ClUfornit

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 9472O

May 16, 1968

Honorable U Thant
Secretary-General
United Nations, Hew York

Dear Mr. Secretary-General:

According to press reports your recent speech in Edmonton
dealt with the deleterious effect of the Vietnam war on American
society. I have concluded the same. I congratulate you for your
forthright expression of opinion, and I would be grateful if you
would send me a copy of your remarks.

On another matter, I am enclosing a copy of a somewhat
idealistic, resolution dealing with chemical and. biological warfare.
I have circulated this resolution among fellow scientists and have
been gratified at their acceptance. The nee.d for action in this field
is illuminated by the accident earlier this year in Utah which resul-
ted in the death of 6400 sheep. I'm sure I do not need to elaborate
on the consequences to the human race of reckless experimentation with
chemical and biological agents which are capable of the mass destruc-
tion of human life.

« *
Any comments you wish to make on the enclosed resolution

would be gratefully received, and would be held in confidence.

Sincerely yours,

'J. B. Neilands
Professor of Biochemistry

JBN:sg

Encl.



* t,^t< , . Proposed "Dream" Resolution on Chemical & Biological

' -Y/'.- •'•-. ' Warfare „ • I.

•":'/ Whereas recent advances in microbiological "bio-engineering" have made 1
feasible the development of species totally resistant to the j?-

••.'•'" common antibiotics, and ;

• ' ••' i-Whereas such resistance can be, and apparently has been, imparted to dead- n
ly human pathogens kno?m to be in the arsenals of those nations [
experimenting with Chemical & Biological Warfare, and . [

Whereas the deliberate or accidental release of an uncontrollable microbial
strain could conceivably wipe out the human race, and

Whereas United States military forces in Vietnam have breached an inter-
national understanding, in force for half a century and fully main-
tained by the combatants in World War II, that chemical agents
will not be used in warfare, and

Whereas the infraction just cited has been perpetrated, according to official
; United States reports, on this scale: One million acres of crops and

cover defoliated; massive application of the "riot control" gases
CN, CS and DM; and

Whereas it has been verified that the United States chemical warfare pro-
gram in Vietnam amounts to the use of starvation as a weapon and is
killing people as well as plants and animals, and

Whereas the United States has signed but never ratified the Geneva Protocol
of 1925 which prohibits the use of all chemical and biological mater-
ials as weapons, and

Whereas U2 nations have fully ratified the Geneva Protocol,

Now, therefore, be it resolved: . *

1. That the Congress promptly ratify the Geneva Protocol outlawing the use
of Cnemical and Biological weapons. *••

2. That the United States seize the initiative in the United Nations in
pressing for total prohibition, backed by international inspection and
control, of all experimentation in Chemical and Biological Warfare.

Be it further resolved:

That the President order immediate suspension of the use of chemical materials,
such as defoliants and the various riot control agents, in the war in Viet-
nam,

J. B. Neilands
Biochemistry Department
University of California
Berkeley, Calif,
May, 1968
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cc: 1'Jr. Lemieux

May 1968

On behalf of the Seer'steû '-Geneyal I acknowledge

your kind letter to him dated 16 May, The Secretaxy-General

has noted the contents of jroui" letter and its enelosui'e,

M requested, I asa sending yo« "by separate mail a copy of the

j£iad&»t regards*

Yours slneerely,

Chef d0 Cabinet

MSP. J*B.
Profeesor 0f Bioctheraistry
University of California,

California



BOOKS TNI REVIEW -&0oksell<»*
331! WILSHIRE BOULEVARD • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90005

Q-Nb Acuon Required

Hon. U. Thant
Secretary .General
United Nations
United Nations, New York

Dear Mr. Thant:

As one who greatly admires and respects your
person and your words, I would specifically request
of you that I be favored with a copy of your speech
delivered recently in Canada and containing denounce-
ment of our international policy. We note that our
government has registered criticism of your criticism,
and we have not been able to read the entire text*

' We would certainly value having the opportunity
to read and to reassure ourselves of the wisdom of
your stated position and words.

With every good wish, believe me, I am,

Sinc rely yours,

Harry Hill/ Jr.
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