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Dea 1iss cGeachy, 

FOREIGN couNsELLoR I , as verJ rauch lnterP.!:ted in th9 stat"'mP.nt hich you 
r~sP.tPd to the Ame ic~n Ccun ll o~ Voluntary gencies last eek. i.,, chur.h"'s 
re not directly r"' r9sented in that Council ut .re coor in-itina- their ork 

through this Cor.imi.tt9e hich ri=>pr"'.S':!nts 1.11 th"' 0 rotest'lnt churches in th9 
UnitPd St-s.t 0 s. 

e ~re especially intPrested in givin~ assist-ince to thi=> 
church0s d Cr..ristian institutions th'lt 1..,.e in dist ss l--Pca11se o~ t P ar. 
e think th"'SP hurches in th9 dev st4t0d countries lll "'most im orti.nt 
fenciPs in the giving o r"'lief and in th"' r"'conQt, ction o~ ~ l soci'll s vic"', 

Wor this urpose thP. churches n Great B~itain a,,.e launching an app 0 nl ~o 
hl,OOO,O O. The church"'S in the United States have not yet ~nnounced "l!ly o 1 
for thPir appeal fo,,. unds, 1t it ill oubtless e three tir.ies as much o r.iore 
than hat ls given in Great Britain. You ill re ognize the ir.r:,ort1.~c"' o" .,..,,, __ 
lati:ig this ork or the churches in Furope and A"'-· q ·n the "'hol0 Tirograni o 
relief operations. 

I ; nt to call your Rtt~ntion es ~ciRlly to tr 0 0 n~losed 
dra"t ro"'.los1.l .,.~li0 f in Burma. O" "O 1rs0 , "' h v0 no m"'ans of' 1mo"·-
ing 1h0 n relio · ons in urna ma· l: ecome nos blP ut it is im ort"1.nt to 
~

0 alize thRt P. e already unde gre1.t essure in th~ dPvelo m0 nt or thos"' 
19.ns. Th"' gov"'~n °~t of' Fu ma "'X led in ndia is asking th 0 ~issi na.,.iec 
ormerly in Fu ma and no also ~xiled in I dia, to give their s 0 rvices in or­

g9.nizing this relie ork. Th=J ~vo r ised auestions th~t ~ o come hRt .i f'i­
cult ~or 11s to answer nd ea e then o e discuss:ng th0 proposal 4S outlin"'d 
in th"' enc:osed na er. ith this rief note regqrding th"' imm.,,di~te urg 0 ncy 
of this discussion, tho ryaper till explain itself. 

rr you think it •ill be esira le, I sh~ 1 ho gl~d to come 
to ~shington to discuss t s proposal it' yoJ.. You .. ill not"' thqt t is is 
on~ a "'.lr~liminary a~a~t and thP. hol"' lan is su ject to mo i~ic tion herev0 r 
thPt ay en cessary. At the same time the o os~l s outlinPd re r"'S':!nts 
ideas th t so~ import~~t to us , if' these missi na~ies ar0 to "'nd0 r th0 co vice f'or 

ich thy 4,,.0 so oll ~uali~ied. 
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In connection with the •hole subject of 
ty the churches, I vould also c~ll your attenticn 
enclosing ~nd .hich ~as ~resented by Dr •• E. Di 
meeting last Thursday. 

Yours truly, 

AL : s 

the services tote rendArP 
to anoth0 aper ··,hie 1 I 1lli 

endor ' 0 r at O' r ComnitteP 



MISSIONARY COOPERATION IN 

RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION IN BURMA. 

In the light of the actions ta.ken by the Atlantic City meeting of the UNRRA 
and of the plans adopted by the UNRRA for relief operations in the Balkan countries, 

1. It is assumed that 

a. The UNRRA will have general direction and control of' relief operations in 
Burma as soon aa the military authorities transfer this responsibility. 

b, The Government of Burma will administer the relief operations in that 
oountry, at first obtaining supplies of food, medicines, clothing and shelter from 
the UNRRA insofar as such supplies are not obtainable in Burma, and as rapidly as 
possible taking over complete responsibility. 

c. Both the UNRRA and the Government or Burma will weloame the assistance of 
competent foreign voluntary relief agencies. 

2, The missionary societies have resources, especially personnel that can be made 
available for service in relief operations. These include doctors, nurses and gen­
eral relief workers. They have lived in Burma for many years and are well acquainted 
with the people and are trusted by them, knowing their language and customs. More­
over, they would be able to recruit trained workers fran among the Burmese people. 
It is possible that some experienced workers, both American and Indian, could be 
added from India, and other new recruits may be sent from America. The total number 
that might be available tor this service will der,end upon th:3 conditions that will 
be found necessary to govern such employment, but the following figures may be some 
indication. 

Two American churohes have had missions in Burma,- (a) The American Baptists, 
(tor 125 years), and (b) The Methodist Churoh (for 50 years). Three British socie• 
ties will also be ready to share in this service, viz., (a) The Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, (b) The Bible Churchman's Missionary Society, end (c) The 
Methodist Church in England. The relationships or these American and British socie­
ties will be readily coordinated through the Burma Christian Council, whose secretary, 
the Rev. George Appleton, is nOV'T temporarily in India. The total Christian community 
related to the Protestant churches in Burma numbers 500,000. The American Baptists 
nov, have 30 experienced missionaries, who are temporarily refugees in India, and 12 
who are on furlough in America. The American 1'lethodists have 6 experienced mission­
aries available tor this work. All of these are v.e.i ting for the opportunity to 
return to Burma. The number of British missionaries will be added after enquiry in 
London and Calcutta. 

3. The conditions of service tentatively proposed by these missions are as 
follows: 

a. The UNRRA and the Government of Burma, when permitted by the military 
authorities, will organize and direct the participation of these missionary societies 
in relief work in Burma. 
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b. The missionary societies will pay the salaries of th! workers and also 
provide f'or their persona~ equipment. The provision of travelling expenses to Burma. 
will be subject to mutual aireement between the societies concerned and the govern­
mental authority. 

c. Relief supplies will be furnished by the governmental authorities. 

d. The Burma Christian Council will serve as the central organizing agency 
f'or all the workers provided by the missionary societies. 

e. These workers will have civilian status and will not be in any uniform. 

f. As engaged in relief work organized by the UNRRA and the Government or 
Burma, these workers will be under the direction and control of' the governmental 
authorities, and will strictly avoid any discrimination on religious or racial 
grounds. When local organization may be desirable, this will be representative or 
the whole community. (The missions in China have demonstrated their ability to 
organize and operate relief' work in such ways). 

g. Insofar as practicable, these relief' workers will be sent to the districts 
where they have formerly lived and worked. 

h. In addition to their relief work and without interfering with the primary 
responsibility of providing as much emergency relief as is practicable, the workers 
will organize work-relief projects, including the rebuilding of homes, school and 
hospital buildings, and agricultural projects, using for such purposes funds si:ec• 
ially provided by the church and missionary agencies. This will be done with a view 
to the re-establishment or public morale and self-sustaining communities. 

i. The term of service shall be one year, subject to earlier release or 
extension for a second year, both by mutual agreement. Upon being released from this 
service, the worker may remain in Burma without any provision by the governmental 
authorities for their return journey, or may return to America or England in accord­
ance with special agreements about travelling expenses as provided for in pare.graph 
3 b. above. 

FOOTNOTE: This proposal will be referred for approval to the India Committee of 
the Foreign Missions Conference of North Amerioa, and f'orwarded by them to the Burma 
Christian Council for their approval and for presentation to the Government of Burma. 
It will be forwarded by the International Missionary Council for approval of' the 
Conference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain and to obtain the cooperation of' 
the Briti~h Missionary sooieties concerned. The CCORR will serve to coordinate the 
plans and appeals for funds of' the American missionary societies and to present the 
proposal to the UNRRA. 

A. L. Warnshuis 
Ap!'il 4, 1944. 
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b. The missionary societies will pay the salaries of ths workers and also 
provide for their personal equipment. The provision or travelling expenses· to Burma. 
will be subject to mutual agreement between the societies concerned and the govern­
mental authority. 

o. Relief supplies will be furnished by the governmental authorities. 

d. The Burma Christian Council will serve as the central organizing agency 
for all the workers proVided by the missionary societies. 

e. These workers will have civilian status and will not be in any uniform. 

f. As engaged in relief work organized by the UNRRA and the Government of 
Burma, these workers will be under the direction and control or the governmental 
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3 b. above. 
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proposal to the UNRRA. 

A, L. Warnshuis 
April 4 1 1944, 
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Reg rding the euggootion the Churcr.eo make a co1:t:ibution to ard • 

the restoration of tbe gener 1 church life of E opeo it is ~ropos d tl t there be in­

cluded in all the postsw funda of tho Churches a sum for this vurvoee. These funds 

miejlt be in ddition to y ounte hich migpt be pr·ovided by denominatims for Churches 

in Europe itb "the oppo ite numbers.• The expenditure of the fundo .en lVeil bleQ 

could be coordinated and in eame cas s be adminiatered by the World Counci 1 ,~ Cburcbee o 

The proposal grows out of the de perate condition in whic1 tbe churchea of Ew~~ find 

tbems lves becaus of the ar 

for Europe 

"The pres nt crisis has evidently not yet reached its peakQ• wrote Dr~ \rl 

Barth i •The severe t trials end teats of endu~~,ce 

for Europ an Prete tantism probably otill lie aheade And beyond the problems of wart~e 

lie those of peace. 'The old orld is~ ad!' A leadiug English statesman bee just 

proclaimed~ He i prob bly right~ Europe undoubtedly bas cane to the end of en 

hiatorico politic 1, economic end social era and confronts en unexampled re-beginning. 

Equally true ie that its r ne al mus con ist not in the destruction of Weetern culturep 

but in ita unhindered efflorescence, root des it is in Cbristianityo The ne life 

which ie to follo the death of the old muot .be founded on this culture~ 

•Will the confuaed and warcw ary nations muster the courage, the insight end 

the ill power to do this? ill they be able to canprebend that tbe worlds for all . 

its frailty end imperfection, after all the horror which it has known, still hae a hope 

of better things? And 111 they comprehend further thet without this hope no authentic 

quest for those better things will ev r be attempted? lt will be the function of the 

Cbri tian church s to proclaim this hope and to make it compreheneiblec• 

One ans er to Dr· Barth's challenge is that Christian cburct.ee of Europe can 

give b pe and practical encouragement toe devastated continent only ea they continue a 
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pert of the World Cbriati n Community, an er not l ft to 11 brokon end iaolat din 

discouregedr defeated, and utterly wasted atatea and communiti 

A Ne Coherency 

Total war in any lend can only be chiev d by breaking up all organizations 

which may ba regarded as irrelevant~ In this forced dieintegration, the church s al aye 

suff r alo1.g with other social agenci So ars, e pecially bet n peoples who own th 

name of ou.::- Lord~ uproot the veiry pre-suppositions of th ecumenical movement in 

Christianity. The universal elements in Christianity ar potent barriers to the tri• 

ump~ of fHY •master rac o• In thia, the ar above all ars, tbe Churches of Europe 
. I 

have been torn from all their orld ide r lationahipao If the churches all over the 

world now help to rebuild the Christian Movement in Europe, they will thereby aid in the 

achieve~Jnt of a new coherency -- e basic sense of brotrerhood, among peoples whose whole 

life h:a been badly shetteredc 

The C1~iJ!.uitY of The F3rish 

While the conneciional church Hfe of Europe taa disintegrated, the local pari sb 

or~anization,, es Hiram Motbe ·ell points out in The Peace We Fight Fore 11 be one of tbe 

few continuing fellowships which offers contacts for rebuilding community lifeo To give 

such groups~ of' any and all denomine i one, uch encouragement as will be possible from 

the· outside, may mean the difference bet en a fresh end vigorous influence for righteous~ 

nees and a deepening impotencec 

~ Alternative 

Our concern for the future of the religious life of Europe becomes startling 

wben one thirike' of an alterneti ve o E ror, 111 have a igorous Christian movement of a 

new type ~-~wing out of the sufferings, the resistance, and tl.e courage of the surviving 

cburch,3s or it ..-1 l be overshadowed by the enlightened secularism of modern revolutionery 

move1,,ents 0 There will i::-:-- e:::~osticism end atheism on one side end social end economic 
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revolution without regard to piritu l eati factions on the othere Any group of 

churches, ,men caught between such conflicts, can only become vital by having available 

all the strength of fellowship hich the World Church can bring to ito To think ot 

Europe cut off from the rest of the Proteetent world is tragedy and yet that dilemma must 

be facedQ This possibility elao raises the question as to some future eervice to Russia 

and the possibility of cooperation with the vital religious forces of that greet lando 

The World Council of the Churches will need also to s tudy every end any avenue of approach 

to Russiao 

The World Council of Churcbea 

The churches in Europe will not recover quickly merely by a contribution of 

dollars or the presence of a few persons of good will• The hatreds and bitterness within 

Europe engendered by war need to be resolved and the cburchee need also to be restored to 

fello ship both within the borders of the several countries and with the universal 

Christian moverrento One of the ways we can help them to do this ie to have a strong 

ecumenical Christian center in the heart of Europe out of which, in the spirit of 

humility and real sacrifice and with no patronizing facets. the churches of the wider 

fellowship may give needed assistance. This is the reason it is proposed that the 

British and .American Churches, indeed, churches fran all over the world, provide adequate 

funds for reconstruction in the newly created Depa~tment of Relief and Reconstruction 

or the World Council of Churcheso 

A United Effort 

No exclusively denominational approach to Europe's prostrate churches can 

render the needed assistance. Such a united effort will be a living support of that 

principle of freedan, so dear to ev ry true Christian, to carry the Christian Message 

across frontiers and to establish once more Christianity's claim to universality. 

Il'urthermore, e united program will yield a more even spread of service than the ex-

clusively denominational approaoh 0 
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The service to di placed persona or refugees is going to be a ltlrge oneo 

They will not be in denomin tional lumpa to be cared foro R ther they will be outside 

of territory wh re moat denominations will have any adeq te service centerea Only 
8 

genuinely united progrmn can deal with the needs in tbia fielda And so 0 elso
9 

through 

united effort the minority groups may b tied together in fello ship which will give 

to them and the whole cause added strengtho · 

Support the LeaderJ!. 

Surviving spiritual leaderev struggling toward victory over forces of dea­

truction, need our supporto It will be their efforts which will rebuild the life of 

the churches and re-orient uprooted and broken youth. They wil~ be the one who will 

bring courage to the faithful who may be threatened by aves of dieillus1oomen end 

hopelessnesaa These leaders need our support . to help them to demonstrate again the 

rights of men to conduct religious services according to the dictates of their own 

consciences, 

An Unquenchable Spirit 

The churches of Europe are the depository of much of the Christian tradition, 

especially of Protestantismn Sane of the most precious contributions to American 

Christianity have their roots. in Europen Those traditions, surviving suppression and 

persecution end strengthened by resistance to •pr1ncipelities end powers•, mey yet 

revivify the spiritual life of mankindo Working with Europe's Christian leaders will 

give this unquenchable spirit a ~hence, 

The peoplee of Europer both in the Axis nations and in the occupied lands 

have through the centuries made rich contributions to Christian learning Europe~s 

people , freed from the yoke of oppreas1on o through their very war experien ea may pro­

duce for the world's life new and creative centers of Christian scholarship , Surrlving 

European Christianity wi l have much to teach us end tbe whole world~ They need to have 
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a ohance to do this nd thatj right oon, if the ~o srful secular end anti=Chrietian 

foroee re to be te d at their aourceo 

Thenetooo a reinforced World Council of Churcbee can be one of the channel8 

through which these leaeona can be made to the Cburctea throughout te worldo 

Revived :Missions 

The Protestant churches of Europe in pre• er daysv were vigorous missionary 

agencies. In Aeie, Africa and the Islands of the Seee their devoted miseionarieso 

scholars of the first renkq in long periods of eervice without furloughs~ have made 

outstanding contributions to the understanding of peopl~e, their history, langu gee 

end customsv which have enriched the hole world-wide CLristian movement, Saandinevian, 

German, Dutch and French missionaries, particularly, have left behind them large 

Christian comnunitiee, many of them now •Orphaned Missions• toward the support of which 

American Christiane have given so generouelyo Restored Christian churches in Europe 

will again take up their miseionery taska end, in the meantime, their •Orphaned 

Missions• will be our special careo .Furthermore, the inority cburchee in Europe can 

only urvive in the matrix of a atrong general Protestant movement~ 

The British Froposal 

From England canea a recent word that the ~m-.:d.ttee en the British R ~oo• 

struction of Christian Institutions in Europe hes av~ealed fort 1,5oc,ooo and bes, in 

this connection, pa8eed the following resolutions . 
'In the case of un-earme.rked contributionso distribution should be made by 

the Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches~ which should take into 

its consideration the following factors~ (1) any preferences of the contributors; 

(ii) the needs of the European churches end Christian institutionsr especially making 

sure that those without opposite numbers in Britain end America ere not overlooked; 

(iii) the total receipts fran all countries, so that any lack of proportion in the 

allocations may be correotedo 1 



The New Department 

The memoranda fran Dr2 Visser 't Hoeft, General Secretary of tee World 

Council of Churches in Genevao after conaultation with church leaders in Europe, h ve 

stated the problem adequately and have indicated the need and the spirit in which aid 

should be administered~ Already a few .American denominations are planning to make 

available persons for the Staff of the new Department of Reconstructiono At thie 

·writing the Department ie expected to be partially autonomous with an entirely separate 

budget from that of the Councilo 
, 

Prominent European church leaders are recomzrended ae officers of the Department 

end the greatest care will be taken to give it tt:e sort of continental canple21on which 

will prevent the wounding of the pride of the suffering Churches by constructing in the 

heart of Europe a body too predominantly American or Anglo-Se.xonQ 

A Survey of The Neeg 

Given the cessation of hostilities and the opening of channels now closed, 

the first act of the new departmnt will probably be to assemble a staff and proceed 

with the projected general survey of the needs of the continental churches and of the 

Christian institutions of all denominations other than the Roman Catholic~ Although 

a considerable body of information is elready assembled in the Geneva office of the 

Councilo it will obviously be necessary to gather a great deal more in order to make sure 

that a balanced picture of the total etrategy or reconstruction can be made~ 

R,nding the assembling and study of such datao it will be difficult to say 

exactly how funds would be used~ It is obvious, howevero that any adequate survey to 

cover the fifteen nations moat seriously affected will itself require considerable funds 

and an able staff of both .Americans and Europeanso Thie, therefore, would conetitute 

one of tbe objects for which funds are neededa 



Possible Use of the Fund 

There are et least seven other needs hicb the World Council baa indicatedo 

although no realistic estimates can be med at this tim~ as to their relative importanceo 

(1) Tbe reinforcement of p toral and religioua educational leadership througb 1 

a• salary aid to those hampered by poverty 

b- repatriation of properly qualified refugee pastors 

c- bringing from S eden. Englando SWitzerland and else here those who have 

been trained for leadership during this periodc 

de assistance in large ~vangeliatic campaignso 

(2) Tb supplying of ne pastoral leadership through : 

a- the re esembling of theological faculties 

b~ the provision of suitable buildings 

ca the ecuring of quipmentv including books, and 

d- scholarships for student 

(3) The creation of an adequate supply of Christian literature in at least eeven 

languageso which may entail the setting up of ~rinting establishments in 

some ereeso 

(4) The reconstruction or new construction of Churches in areas where substitute 

buildings are not available or where other considerations make it seem 

necessary. 

(5) The rehabilitation of Christian Youth organizations deatroytd during the war. 

Conditions of youth in most of the European lands following the war will 

make this a particularly difficult but urgent requiremento 

(6) aiet in Home Missions and Christian Social Work., 

(7) Exchange Ecumenical Missions with defeated countries. 



SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum of Conversation 

DATE: July 28, 1943 

Meeting to discuss plan of ~h~~h Comm:,::::.;i::..t:;;..t::::.:ee:.-.-~:--­
Overse as Relief and Reconstruc on or 02eration 
in the 

PARTICIPANTS: Dr . A. L. arnshu1s, Dr . R. L. Howard, Mr. Jackson, 
and Iiliss :Blexner . 

COPIES TO: Mr.Jackson 

••o 1 14.93 

Dr . ,arnshuis stated that they came down to discuss 
the possibility of our cooperation with them on getting 
some of the missionaries into Burma. Dr . arnshuis dis-
cussed the plan which had been sent to l,.r . Malin previously • 
and he stated that the British Army were interested in 
taking with them into Burma Dr . Jury, President of Judsen 
College . They also recommended Dr . G. s. eagrave and 
Lieutenant Cummings . 

Dr . Howard gave us a list of the people who were avail­
able in Burma and India. Ho rever, Dr . Howard was asked to 
return the list to us with more detail about the individuals, 
their background and training . 

Judse n College has been financed fifty per cent by 
the Baptists and £1£ty per cent by the Burmese Uovernment over 
a lon0 period of years . rhere are about twelve teachers in 
the College . =Vidently, the largest group of christians in 
Burma are baptists , and this group therefore is very in­
terested in being able to help on relief and rehabilitation, 
with mobile kitchens and mobile medical units etc . 

Mr . Jackson explained ou r situation and said that at 
such time as we are in a pos i tion to discuss this matter 
more concretely, we should be ~lad to communicate with them. 
In the meantime the list of personnel will be sent to us . 

OFR : C FLEXNER : dd 
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