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MISSIONARY COOPERATION IN

RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION IN BURMA.

In the light of the actions taken by the Atlantic City meeting of the UNRRA
and of the plans adopted by the UNRRA for relief operations in the Balkan countries,

1 It is assumed that

&+ The UNRRA will have general direction and control of relief operations in
Burma as soon as the militeary suthorities transfer this responsibility.

b, The Government of Burma will administer the relief operations in that
country, at first obtaining supplies of food, medicines, clothing and shelter from
the UNRRA insofar as such supplies are not obtainable in Burma, and as rapidly as
possible taking over complete respomsibility.

¢. Both the UNRRA and the Government of Burma will welccome the assistance of
competent foreign voluntary relief agencies.

24 The missionery societies have resources, especially persomnel that can be mede
available for service in relief operations. These include doctors, nurses and gen-
eral relief workers. They have lived in Burma for meny years and are well acquainted
with the people and are trusted by them, knowing their language end customs. More-
over, they would be able to recruit trained workers from smong the Burmese people.

It is possible that some experienced workers, both American and Indian, could be
added from India, and other new recruits may be sent from America. The total number

that might be available for this service will depend upon the conditions that will
be found necessary to govern such employment, but the following figures may be some
indication.

Two American churches have had missions in Burma,- (a) The American Baptists,
(for 125 years), and (b) The Methodist Churoh (for 50 years)., Three British socie~
ties will also be ready to share in this service, vit., (a) The Society for the
Propegation of the Gospel, (b) The Bible Churchman's Missionary Society, end (o) The
Methodist Church in Englend. The relationships of these Americen and British socie-
ties will be readily coordinated through the Burma Christian Council, whose secretery,
the Rev. George Appleton, is now temporarily in India. The total Christian community
related to the Protestant churches in Burma numbers 500,000. The American Baptists
now have 30 experienced missionaries, who are temporarily refugees in India, and 12
who are on furlough in America, The Americen lethodists have 6 experienced mission-
aries available for this work. All of these are waiting for the opportunity to
return to Burma. The number of British missionaries will be added efter engquiry in
London and Calcutta.

3. The conditions of service tentatively proposed by these missions are as
follows:

a, The UNRRA and the Govermment of Burme, when permitted by the military
authorities, will organize and direct the participation of these missionary societies
in relief work in Burma.




b. The missionary societies will pay the salaries of the workers and also
provide for their personel equipment. The provision of travelling expenses to Burma
will be subject to mutual egreement between the societies concerned and the govern=-
mental authority.

¢. Relief supplies will be furnished by the governmental authorities.

de The Burme Christian Council will serve as the central orgeanizing agency
for all the workers provided by the missionary societies.

e. These workers will heve civilian status and will not be in any uniform.

f. As engaged in relief work organized by the UNRRA and the Government of
Burma, these workers will be under the direction and control of the governmental
authorities, and will strictly aveoid any discrimination on religious or racial
grounds. When local organization may be desirable, this will be representative of
the whole community. (The missions in China have demonstrated their ebility to
organize and operate relief work in such ways).

g+ Insofar as practiceble, these relief workers will be sent to the districts
where they have fermerly lived and worked.

h. In addition to their relief work and without interfering with the primary
responsibility of providing as much emergency relief as is practicable, the workers
will organize work-relief projects, including the rebuilding of homes, school and
hospital buildings, and agricultural projects, using for such purposes funds spec-

ially provided by the church and missionary agencies. This will be done with & view
to the re-establishment of public morale and self-sustaining communities.

i, The term of service shall be one year, subject to earlier release or
extension for a second year, both by mutual agreement. Upon being released from this
service, the worker may remain in Burme without eny provision by the governmental
authorities for their return journey, or may return to America or England in accord-

anoce with special agreements about travelling expenses as provided for in paragraph
3 b, above.

FOOTNOTE: This proposal will be referred for approval to the India Committee of

the Foreign Missions Conference of North Americe, and ferwarded by them to the Burma
Christian Council for their approval and for presentation to the Government of Burma.
It will be forwarded by the International Missionmary Council for approval of the
Conference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain and to obtain the cooperation of
the British Missionary societies concerneds The CCORR will serve to coordinate the
plans and appeels for funds of the Americen missionary societies and to present the
proposel to the UNRRA. :

A. L. Warnshuis
April 4, 1944.
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provide for their personel equipment. The provision of travelling expenses to Burma
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mental authority.

c. Relief supplies will be furnished by the governmental authorities.

ds The Burma Christian Council will serve as the central organizing agency
for all the workers provided by the missionary societies.

e, These workers will have civilien status end will not be in any uniform.
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A, L. Wernshuis
April 4, 1944.




is culture.

muster the courage

horror which it has known.

shend further thet without thia

be attempted? 1t will be the function of the

and to make it comprehensible
i that Christien churches of Europe can

y & devastated continen




Cur concern

religioua life of Europe becomes startling

have & vigorous Christian movement of a

sistence, and the coursge of the surviving

srshadowsd by the enlightened seculerism of modern revolutionary

<enosticiem end atheiasm on one side end social and economic




revolution without regerd to spiritusl satisfactions on the other Any group of

churches, when caught between such conflicte. can only become vital by having aveilable
all the strength of fellowship which the World Church cen bring to it: To think of

Europe cut off from the rest of the Protestent world is tragedy and yet that d4ilemma must
be faced. This possibility also rsises the question as to some future service to Russia
and the possibility of cooperation with the vital religious forces of that great land.

The World Council of the Churches will need also to study every and any avenue of gpproach
to Russie-

The World Council of Churches

The churches in Eurcope will not recover guickly merely by a contribution of
dollars or the prasence of a few persons of good will. The hatreds and bitterness within
Europe engendered by wer need to be resclved end the churches need also to be restored to
fellowship both within the borders of the several countries end with the universal
Christien movement. One of the weys we cen help them to do this is to have a strong
escumenical Christian center in the heart of Europe out of which, in the spirit of
bumi 1ity end resl secrifice snd with no patronizing facets, the churches of the wider
fellowship may give needed assistance. This is the resson it is proposed thet the
Britiesh end American Churches, indeed, churches fram all over the world, provide adequate
funds for reconstruction in the newly created Department of Relief and Reconstruction
of the World Council of Churches.

A Upited Effort

No exclusively denominational approach to Eurcope's prostrate churches can

render the needed assistence. Such a united effort will be a living support of that

principle of freedom, o deer to every true Christien, to carry the Christian Messege

across frontiers end to esteblish once more Christianity's claim to universality.

Furthermore, & united progrem will yield a more even spreed of service than the ex-

clusively denominational approach.
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An Unguenchable Spirit

The churches of Europe are the deposi tory of much of the Christian tradition,
lly of Protestantism. Some of the most precious contributions to Ameri can

Christianity have their roots. in Europe. Those treditions. surviving suppression and
persecution and strengthened by resistance to "principelities end powers®, may yet
revivify the spirituasl life of menkind Working with Eurcpe's Christian leaders will
give this unguencheble spirit a chence.

The peoples of Eurcpe; both in the Axis netions end in the occupied lands
have through the centuries made rich contributions to Christian learning. Furope 's
people, freed from the yoke of oppression., through their very war experiences mey pro-

duce for the world's life new and creative centers of Christian acholarship Surviving

Eurcopean Christianity will heve much to teach us end the whole world. They need to have
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dttee on the British Régon-

atruction of Christien Institutions in Furope hes appealed for & 1,50C,000 and heas, in

this connection. passed the following resclution:

"In the case of un-earmerked contributions. distribution should be made by

the Reconstruction Depertment of the World Council of Churches, which should take into

its consideration the following factors; (i) eny preferences of the contributors;

(1i) the needs of the European churches and Christien jnstitutions, especielly meking

sure thet those without opposite numbers in Britein and

America ere not overlooked;

(11i) the totel receipts fram all countries. so that any lack of proportion in the

allocations mey be corrected."




The New Department

The memoranda from Dr.
Couneil of Churches in Genew
atated the problem adequately and have indicated the need end the spirit in which eid

should be administered. Alread: ‘ew Ameriocan denominations are plenning to meke

available persons for the Staff of the ne epartment of Reconstruction. At this

writing the Department ie expected autonomous with an entirely separate
budget from that of the CcunFilo

Prominent European church leaders ere recommended as officers of the Department
and the greatest cere will be taken to give it the sort of continental complexion which
will prevent the wounding of the pride of the suffering Churches by conatructing in the
heart of Europe a body too predominently American or Anglo-Saxon.

A Survey of The Need

Given the ceassation of hostilities end the opening of chamnels now closed,
the firast act of the new department will probably be to assemble a staff and proceed
with the projected general survey of the needs of the continental churches and of the
Christien institutions of all denominations other than the Roman Catholic. Although
e considerable body of information is elready assembled in the Geneva office of the
Council, it will obviously be necessary to gather a great deal more in order to make sure
thet a belanced picture of the total strategy of reconstruction can be made.

Pending the assembling and study of such data, it will be difficult to say
exactly how funds would be used. 1t is obvious, however, thet any adeguate survey to
cover the fifteen nations most seriously affected will itself reguire considereble funds
and an able staff of both Americens and Europesns. This, therefore, would constitute

one of the objects for which funds are needed.







DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation \

DATE: July 28, 1943

SUBJECT: Meeting to discuss plan of‘Churcg gg@mittgg on
Overseas Relief and Reconstructlion for operation
In the Far Zast,

™ T =g wr a E 7 1
PARTICIPANTS: Dr. A. L. Wernshuis, Dr. K. L, Howard, Mr. Jackson,
and Miss Flexner.

COPIES TO: Mr. JaCkson

aro 1—1408

Dr, warnshuis stated that they came down to discuss
the possibillity of our cooperation with them on getting
some of the missionaries into Burma, Dr. Warnshuis dis-
cussed the plan which had been sent to Mr. Malin previously
end he stated that the British Army were interested in
taking with them into Burma Dr. Jury, President of Judsen
College. They also recommended Dr., G. S. Seagrave and
Lieutenant Cummings.

Dr. Howard gave us a list of the people who were avail=-
able in Burma and India. However, Dr, Howard was asked to
return the list to us with more detail sbout the individuals,
their background and training.

Judsen College has been financed fifty per cent by
the Baptlsts and fifty per cent by the Burmese Yovermment over
a long period of years. There are about twelve teachers in
the College. Evidently, the largest group of christians in
Burma are baptlsts, and this group therefore is very ine-
terested in being able to help on relief and rehabilitation,
with mobile kitchens and mobile medical units ete.

Mr. Jackson explained our situation and said that at
such time as we are in a position to discuss this matter
more concretely, we should be glad to communicate with them.
In the meantime the list of personnel will be sent to us.

OFR:CAFLEXNER:dd
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