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TUNISIA: AFTERMATH OF THE ATTACK OF 24 NOVE BER EOSG/CENTRAL 

1. The attack on 24 November against a bus carrying Presidential Guards in Tunis, 
resulting in .l1 d~a~ a~.S~~ns ofinh!,r~ lS"a e n catwn~o e,ex e e reat 
'O~tremist violence facing the country. This marks the third significant incident this year, 
follo~ih;;~·on the arao"Museum on 18 March and on foreign tourists in Sousse on 
26 June, all of them claimed by Daesh affiliates. While some emergency measures were lifted 
in October, .tbe Government has now reinstated a nationwide state of emergency, itnposed a 
curfew in the Jar er Tunis reaion for 30 da s, and closed the border with Libya for 15 days. 
This latest attack also comes on the heels of a political crisis within the Jar est a 
Tounes, that could threaten the sfa 1 1ty o t e Government at this critical moment. 
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2. The Government remains focused on the twin tasks of promoting economic growth 
and employment as well as combatting extremist elements. Many of these elements have 
found a safe haven in the Chaambi Mountains area near the Algerian border. While carrying 
out frequent deadly assaults on security forces in that area, they have also demonstrated their 
capacity to attack targets in the capital and beyond. The authorities consider that the political 
and security vacuum in Libya facilitates this violence. It should also be noted that Tunisians 
remain among the largest components of foreign fighters within Daesh and its affiliates, and 
it seems that many Tunisian supporters ofDaesh are ready to focus their efforts more locally. 
While there is no concrete proof of support to Daesh among the poor and the unemployed 
outside the capital, the presence of such support should not be dismissed, even if its extent 
remains unknown. 
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4. In the medium and long tenn, in order to effectively deal with the challenges of 
economic development and security, Tunisia will require far-reaching internal reforms, which 
the government has been slow to push forward. President Essebsi acknowledged this in a 
national address on 29 November. While the 2011 revolution has brought about much greater 
political freedom, th~ go~~rnina ~urJ<.s_;~· 1 .Y ii1i.:"tiiose etate .tot ~kQLtom,y.,.a 
secun services, have not witnessed the required transformation . 
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5. There is little incentive to initiate economic reforms since the h - rm im act 
would b ... e_gr_e .. a.,.e;..r-u_.n.,.e..,m...,.,.lo~y,..m""'e:--n'-ft.""l1to'"date; Tunisia has ~ot been~ to secure the ext~ 
fmancingrequire'd t'ooffset s~chadver ~o':.er1 _ e mcr~~mg_n11m er ofterr~t 
attac s makes reform of the security sector les · e . . Secretary of State Joh n 
Kerry recenl l 1 1 eOTumSia an promised US support for the security services and 
economic assistance, but these alone will not suffice. While foreign support is critical and a 
few major investment projects could go a long way, patiners will need to work patiently and · 
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commit to the long term. That being said, Tunisia has to weigh offers of security assistance 
from the US and Europe carefully, given the sensitivities of more powerful neighbours. 

cc.: Ms. Clark 
Mr. Fernandez-Taranco 
Mr. Kobler 
Mr. Laborde 
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