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31 December 2001

Excellency,

With the end of Iran's chairmanship of the Group of 77 drawing close in less than
two weeks' time, I- have the pleasure of writing to you to wish you a veryJHappy New
Year,, and pursue, once more, one of the major issues we dealt with during the past few
months.

Looking back at the process suice Brusgels lor the follow-up of the provisions of
paragra^ll^oTthVPro^ramme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the
Decade 2001-2010, I cannot but.relish a sense_of deep satisfaction for what has._been
achieved thus far, and one could say, rather smoothly - despite a very difficult situation
on a highly contentious matter. And I should thank_you, personally, fp£_shepherding_the
preparation of the Secretary-General's report, jvhich as I underlined in my statement to
thelSecond Committee, is a good document,

I am sure you have followed with keen interest the deliberations in the Second
Committee on this matter. The text of the statement I made at the Committee on behalf of
•the Group of 77 (copy attached for ease of reference) is quite reflective of the
complexities and nuances of the issues involved, particularly within the fold of the
developing community and more specifically on the status and role of UNCTAD with
respect to the LDC portfolio in the future. However, taking all considerations and
concerns into account, I believe the text of the resolution adopted by the Second
Committee is a good outcome. The mainstream of the Group of 77 was pleased to see the
clear reference in operative paragraph 3 to the request to the Secretary-General to
"enhance the operational capacity of UNCTAD".

Moreover, within the same framework, I believe that the Fifth Committee's
endorsement of the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) is also a good outcome. The provisions in the ACABQ's
report, particularly the recommendations in paragraphs 9 and 10, seem to have addressed
the same concerns in a balanced manner.

The outcome of the work of the two Committees put together, in my view,
represents an excellent solid foundation for further action and pursual. 1 remain hopeful
that the report of the Secretary-General, as requested by the ACABQ, would address, in a
comprehensive manner, the issues raised in that Committee's report.
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that your Excellency's continued personal stewardship of the process will ensure the
quality of the work to be done and will be reassuring.

Looking forward to continue our extremely fruitful exchanges on all matters of
mutual interest and concern, let me assure you, Dear Madam, of my highest consideration
and personal esteem.

jnbas^idor Bagher Asadi
Chairman of the Group of 77

(Islamic Republic of Iran)

H.E. Mrs. Louise Frechette
Deputy Secretary-General
United Nations
New York
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