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present rcporl ts sunmiw.:J !n ucco rdance with (Jenera! t\ssemb!} resoluti ons 

36!l5! and 64/i 53. it describes the recommendations f'or grants tn bendiciar; 

organizations that were wJop!ed by the Board <lf Trustees of the l 'ailed N:Jt t mb 

Voluntary Fund for VktJms of Torture at ils thirty-l1nu and thirty-second sessions. fhe 

report also prov ides informaiion on policy decisions adopted by the Board in 

imp!c:mentation of the recommendations made by the Office of l nkrnn J O vcJsight 

Scrv ices (0 lOS ) (see EiC\: 41:?.005! 5 5) '" itb a v k\\ !0 furt her c nhanci ng t l·\\; m' lh itt<::; 



·. 

L 

ll 

. ....... .... . ... .......•.. ..... . . . . . . . .... . ........ . .. ....... 

Introduction 

/\. Sub mission ol!h..:: report 

B. \1andotc of the F u n d 

D. Admissibi l ity criteria 

Financial situation llw hmd 

Contributions and pledges received 

UL rhirty-first and th!rty-sccond sessions t>fthe Board o f Trustecs 

ofthe Fund 

A. Recommendations adopted by the Board 

B. Pol icy decisions 

C. Meetings \Vith rek'\tH!l actors in the (JdJ assistam:e w 

victims of toHun: 

IV. Outstanding O l OS t't'commenJaticm" 

V. International Dny in Support of. Victims t!fTonure 

Pnrugraph.1 P ogc 

1-b 

5-6 

]() 

ll-24 

' �  L) 

14· ?.0 

21-24 

25- 27 

26-27 

2 R 



VI. How to mal.;c a comdhulion to the hmd 

V!L Conclusions nnd recommendations J0-32 

J 



·. 

A. Suhmissitm of Hw report 

The presen t report INns prepared m accordan ce \vith the arran gemenis approved by the 

Genera! Assem bly in its re:sul wion 36/ 151 of !6 December 198 1 , by >vhich it established t h e 

t ni!cd Nations Vo l u n tary Fund for Victims of lorture. Jt presen ts the n>ct<mmcn,bti ons 

adopted by the Board o f Tr ustees of the Fun d at its thirty-tirsl and t hiny- seco nd scss1ons. 

vvhich were held in Geneva from 19 10 23 October 2009 and from I to 3 February 20 I U. 

respectively. T h e High C ommissi oner for J I uman l\lghts approved these recommcmiauons 1'11 

behalf of the Secn::tary- GcncraL !'he prcsc�nt report comptvmcnts the report on the nctivili c:-; 

the Fund s u bmitted to the Human Rights Council al its thirtee nt h session (i\/ HRCll 

i n March 2010. 

H. lVlandatc of the Fund 

lhc Fund receives vulumm: butions from Gov..: rn m c nts. n\m-governmentn l 

organizations and indi viduals. In ru.:nm!ancc vvith d1e prac1ice establ i shed b) i lS B nard ul' 

Trus t.:es i n 1982 , the Fund provid::.:s gram s t o non-governmental o rganization:; that submn 

projects invol ving mcd.icaJ, psycho! ogicaL .�ociaL finnnciat l e gaL and h umanitarian or other 

form& or nssistance to tmturc vktims and their famil;, members: 

C . Board of Trust1.:es 

� The Secreta ry-General administers !he Fund thrnugh the Of!icc of th'� UnireJ Nati o ns 

! l Corn missioner for Human Righls with the ad\' ice or n B oard of fnlstecs cumpos..:d cd 



11\t: members a cting in their pcrsllnal cap<Ki t } and appoin ted by the Secrctary-(kner;d with 

due tCJ equitabl e geogrnphka1 distribution and in consult at ion with !heir Ciovcmments. 

!n (ktober :?008. the Sccrctnry-Gcncral re-appointed the !{Jilm\ ing members fo r u linal 

of three y.::ars: Krnssimir K:tnc\ {L3ulgaria). Snvitri Gooncsekcrc (Sri L u nka ). J oseph 

Oiokn-Onyango (Ugand a). and Derrick Polinder ! United Kingdom of Gn.:at 8riwin n n d 

\'Nlbcm Ireland}. and up poi ntt>d \'lt.>n:edes Dnrc!li (A :·gcnti na) for n t h ree-y car te nn. 

renewable once . 

• J. The Board held its thin) -!irst scssicm in (kneva from 19 to 23 Oct ober 2009 to examine 

appli cations for fundi ng and 1nake recommendations on grams to be a l lolled to bcm:fki<lr;. 

org<�nizntions for the period Januar;, 20 i 0 to December 20 !0 1• Additlona!Jy. it hdd its thi 

� ct·ond session !'rom 1 to 3 February 2010!0 discus s main!y policy issues. At lhm ;.;;;ssi<ln. the 

Board nlso awarded grnms to projens from prio rity regions which had not lKcn dl.'cidcd upo n 

a t ils thirty-f1rst session due to insunkicn! informatknl being available at tha1 time. us wdl as 

\ ('proj ects from priority regions which had npplied in the period between �essions. 

D. Admissibility criteria 

5. Proj ect adrniss1 hilit)' criteria are outlined in the Fun<l's guidelines. They rcquir<' a 

to be presented by a non-govcrnm.:mal organ izati o n . The beneficiarie s rnust b..: din:c t \ 1ctims 

of wm1rc and/or direct lami!y members. Priority is g i ven to proj ect s providing d i rct..: t 

assiswnce t o torture vic tims. This could consist or' medical or psyc hological assistance: h c! p 



t.dth social or financial rcintcgnnion t h rough vocational t raining for vioims; or legn! 

ass i s tanc.; t.o seek redress t'c'r victhns or members of t h eir f�1m ihes, or pro cess asylum 

s<.:1.:k..:rs· claim s. Depending on the resources available. the Fund may fi n ance ptOJtcb tv 

organize traini ng p rogn:m1mes. seminars or cont'cn:nces to allo>\ heal t h care profess ionats N 

othe r service providers to exchange best practices. However, grant requests for project� 

lmnlving investigation, research. studies. publications or sim ilar acti\iries arc not 

admissible. 

6 , The Fund can provide emr:rgency cwsistancc to individunls in cou ntries \\here no pwjcct 

is receiving s upport. This t ype of request JS cxarnined nccording to a specific proccdur(' 

o utlined in the Fund's guidelines. Detailed i nformation on the variom; types oi ussist anct• 

pro vided through the projects financed by !he Fund. as well as their impact on bcncllc iaries. 

C i\11 be found ln the report or the Sccrt.:tary-Gcneral to the General Assembly iH its trft) -eigh\h 

;:; essi o n (A/ 58!:284. pnra. 27-34). 

l L Financial situation of the Fu11d 

7 . At its thirty-second session the Unard carefully examined the fi nunc!n! silllatio n of the 

1 : unJ over lhe past y ears. For 201!. the expectation of the B oard is thaL in order for it to 

cuntinu.: t.o meet requests from gruntr:es at current !c\els it will be faced with a siwrrfa!l Ill' 

V.Jfun!il ry Fund L" V r drru' ()fTwturt' N<Y< lw th� S"crd:,r; ·Gc"�'iil t o the Hom an RrghL< rocrnt:•l. tlun,•,· : n i > .i<'i'>'' n 

!J;;;;�mhqr 2009 (A> H RC/13!75) 



8 . Between 2006 and 2009, comribu!ions received by the Fund went from l 0.073.659 

1�;r 2006 lo US$. 1 !.654 ,025 tor 2009. During this period, the Board has gone fro m providing 

I S $6.1 mill ion in 2006 to US$ 11.3 mi !1 ion in 20 I 0 in grants, wi!h t h e num her of projects 

i ncn:asing from 1 65 in 2006 to 230 in 20 I 0 . The incrementally !ncrcnsed cxpendllun• has 

b:cn possible since the im:ome used during the period 2006-20 ! 0 has inc!uckd bolh tht• 

yearly voluntary contributions as weH ns unallocated amounts cankd over !i·nm prcv�<m s 

years . 'fhesc amounts resulted from m ore effic ienl management of the Fund, incl udi ng the 

change i n the funding cycl.c in 2007, resulting in gr<\ntces receiving gnmts In advance o r 

expenditures. closer monitoring of the Implementation of projects and s t ric ter reponing 

requirements. 'fhe Board decided !o usc the carry-overs to increase the k:vcl o f l"lmd1ng to 

projects, particularly in priority regions 

9 . T he Board has requested the Secretariat to include in the l etter of notification w gnmtcc s 

tzw 20 l 0 an i nformation note in respect of the future funding situation. t n this und us 

a l<\S! resort, the B oard may need to irnpkment a 20% n.:duction in the level of gmnts 

awarded from 2011 onwards. 

Cmrlril:mtions and pledges received 

10. Since the last report of t he S .::creiary-Gcncntl to d1c General Assemhiy on the fltli \ilie� 

11f the Fund (A/64/264), contributions ttn d pledges \vtm:: received as per the table bch)\V. 

l'hesc contribm i o n s will e nabl e t he Board to make recommenda t ions for grams tll 1ts thirty· 

thi rd session, to be h eld fro m ! 8 tO 22 October 20! 0. Grunts recommended at the next 



\1651\. " 
session of the Board will be disbmscd in Janmtr) 201! lor the period l January to 3 J 

Dc(.:ember 20 1 1. 

Table 1 

CmH:riln1tions and pledges rN't'ivcd from 23 Octnhtr 2009 to 5 l\ugust 2010 
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epublic 
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Unifed Stares of America 

uals 
ji<ita Maran 
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!rota! contributions 

!so 
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I . 
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I H. Thirty-first and thirty�sccond sessions of the Board of Trustees of the Fund 

l!. The lhirty-first session of the B o :ml was held in Geneva from 19 to 23 October 

2 009 During t h at session. the Board of Trustees exarnincd info rmation pre pared by its 

Secre1adat concerning more than 240 projecls. tnd uding new applications for 20 l 0. and the 

analysis nf narrative, financial and audit reports on !he use of grants p�1id in ous years. ll 

considered requests tor ne\v grants unwuntlng to US$ ! 2, 979.604 for more than 220 proj ects 

providing direct assistance to dcums of torture and their famil y members in 20l 0 and 



Vi>!Vtn 
training and seminars for pmlcssionals assisting \'ictims to exc hange inf( )nnati.on un 

t..oxperiences and best practices. 

12 The t h irty- second scssmn of the flourd of ·rrustccs held !'rom 1 to 3 Fcbruar; 

'!0�0 was rnainly devoted to the discussion of pu licy issues and m eetings: with rdcvan! :1ctors 

in tht rield of assistan ce to victims of lorlurc. inc l uding major regional networks o f n o n-

go\crmm:mal orga.nisations and other institutional donors. The Board ttlso considered 

addiilonal g rants requests for 2010 from projects in priority regi o n s, a\varding US$ L50 I 

to 40 projects. 30 of w h ich had h;;;cn prov isionally conside red at the thirty-first session. Jn 

addition, the Board hel d rncetings vvlth rvlember Statt·s. i nstitutional uonors in tht: li<.:ld uf 

a�sisttmcc to victirns oC torture. 1be Oflicc on !ntemnl Oversight Services and eig ht non-

governmental organi z�ttions networks n:presenl ing organisat ions working in an reg!UIIS o!'th.· 

world. 

A. Rccommcmi:Hlons �•dopted by the Board 

1 3. At its thin.y- llrst a n d thirty-s:et:ond sessions, the Board of Tru stees the i· und made 

reen mmcndat i0ns for g rants for the period January . to Decemb�r 2010. f'or a tul:.tl of mor..: 

than 230 projects in over 70 countries. for a total amount or U S $ 11,343,072 afh:r deduction 

of prog ramme support cost Jnd opcruting cash rcst�rvc. The B oard also recommended that 

US$ 320, 000 be set aside for inteH;cssionaJ amJ t or emergt:ncy gra nts for the ) em 20 I 0. 

!H 



Table 2 

G rants awnrdcd in 201 0 by n•gion tin United Stmes datlars) 

Repartition of Grant awarded per Region 
Total amount awarded: US$ 11 ,343,072 

Weog 
$5 630 950 � 

47.17% 

Gmt;g; 
$1 403 400 

11]5% . .  � · ···· 

H. Policy decisions 

The thirty-first session of th e Board of Trustees 

f'Jnca 
$1 671.100 

i4% 

. ·$1 691 000 

1290% 

14. During the thirty-first session. the Bm:rd discussed po!ic:· issues related to r\mding: w 

! • u ropean-bascd project s and mu ! ti-y�ear funding, 

l l 



1 5 fhc Board noted that European-based organizations in pa rticular wi l l face diflku�lic<:: 

in the coming years due to u combinat i on of f actors, including, inter a l ia. the e v er- mcreasing 

num be r of v ictims of torture requiring c\ss istance and recent changes in funding criteria by 

d o nors. The Board decided iO rake measures to adjust Cunding and advancing on future grants 

fiw s;.;;;h organisat ion s whenever npproprintc. 

16. The Board a l so disc ussed its policy for mult i -year funding of proiecls. 'f he B nanJ 

review(:d the critel'ia for t he selecti on of organizations in this pilot ini timive and identHkd 

new grantees 1hat qu alify to be in this group for the cycle :w l 0-20 1 2. 

The thirty�sccond session of the Board of Trustees 

17. At its thirty-second session, the Boud d i scussed issues related to in fonnutiorH;huri n g 

w ith other instit utional donors, moniturmg and cvnluation missions a nd outreach. 

1 S. The Board decided to establish a nwch anisrn to share with other institutional donors. 

formally and informally, and on a regu l{tr basis, !nforrna!ion and li ndings regarding proj ects 

c�<.p��riendng s�rious manugcrin! and/or financinl prob!en1s, includi ng misma nagcmenl n nd 

possible fraud. 

1 ') . The Board agreed to have the Secr.:lariat of the Fund part icipate in joint m onitoring 

and e v aluation missions wit h European Commission stall, whenever projects receiv e funding 

frmn hoth entities. 



2 C . As part of its outreach efforts w attract prujccls in n:.·gions where currenrly no pnlj�:ct 

is funded. the Board decided to produce literature on the Fund. includi ng th.: ,mnual 

caH fo r prop{n;al, in Portuguese:. 

C. Meetings ·with relevant actors in the field of usslstuncc to victims ol' to rture 

The lhirty-sccond session of the Board of Trustees 

21 .. During t h e thirty-second session. the Board held a m eeting, for the first time. \Vith 

represl.)ntatives of eight NGO networks representing organizat i ons working in all regions ol 

the world. to d iscuss i s sues of com m on concern. such ns t he financia l s i tuation ,1f the Fund 

and its recent fundraising initial ives, outreach to geographk:rtl and thematic areas currently 

n ot c overed by the U N VFVT the funding policy of the European Union and i1S i m pac t o n 

t 'NVFVT-gran tees n mllhc role or NGO n�·tworks in ndvm:acy and fundraising. In the ilght 

of !be fruitful discuss ions m a inta ined 'vith the NGO networks the Board decided to hold such 

m eeting on an annual basis. 

T he Board continued its practice of meeting with other i nstitutional donors i n the 

lleld of assistance to victim s of tonun::. Rc p n:sentntives i'rnm the E u ropean lnstrum\.'11t for 

Demo cracy and Human Rights (European Commissi o n ), r h c Cupc nhug cn.-has c d 

Rehabdita!ion and R esearch Centr<: for Torture Victims and ! he Open Society !nstilute m e l 

w i t h t he Board, sharing i n form ation on t heir funding policies, evaluation and nH.mitoring 

mechanisms and results and initlmives to build the capacity of grantees. 



23 . I n  add i t i on ,  the Boa rd h e l d  a nlC\:t. i ng \V i th  t\A e n1 be r States \Vh ich t.vas ;:JUcnded by 

m ncte c:n d e l egat ions .  ! n  the con te x t  o C  th 1 s  meet ing, t he B oa rd i nv ited gran tees  from 

d i flcn.: n t  regions to brief t he Board a nd M e m ber States on the ass is tance prov ided to v ic ! i m s  

w l th t he support o f  t h e  F uno .  Organ iza t ions  i nv ikd to rrm k e  presentat i o ns \verc i mplemen l i ng 

proj e c ts i n  U ga nda,  South  A frica, G u atema la ,  C roat i a a nd F ranc e .  ·rhe Board i n form e d  

M e m be r  S tates about the work o f  t he  F und. i ncl ud i ng a n overv ie w o f the act i v it i e s i n  2 009 n s  

! as the p lat111ed act i v it ies  for 2 0 1 (t The Board prov i,l<::d i nform at i o n  on c hal lenges o f t he 

F unJ t hat i ncl uded ,  i nte r  a l i a , l i m i!.:d nu mbe r  o f  npp ! icat ! ons fron1 somt: p r i o r i ty reg i ons ,  

i n d ud i ng Centra! As ia  a nd Portu gucsc�speak ing  t'\ frk:.L lhe Boa rd rei teratt:d i ts dcc i s i tH1 t o 

ncrc pl  applicat i ons i n  li. uss ian .  The BoanJ a l so bri e fed !\1em bcr Stat es on the m on i tnd n g 

v i s its unde rtaken by t he St�cret a r i at a nd Mem bers nf lhe Board .  

:;,1_ The Board m e t  wi th t he O ffke of ! n t erna i Overs i gh t S e rvi ces , wh ich  had  bee n  req uested 

by the Board to u ndenake j o i n 1  v i s i ts w i t h  t bc S ccrdari a l  1 0 proj ects i i  funded  i n  1\ s in ,  t he 

!V'!!dd ! e  t:a s t  and Ce ntra l A m cric<t, and wa s i nformed o f  t h(: ! r  fi nd i ngs .  The !3onrd vvc lc o rm:: d 

the opporw ni ty to d iscuss '.vit h the i:lUd itors ,  i n t he  l i gh t o f  the rece n t v i si t s ,  im provements ru 

the g enera l  fi nanc ia l reponi ng req u i rements to be m e l by gra nt ee s, i ncl ud ing  i n st ruulons on 

t he se lect i on and use o f loca l  a ud i t Ji rms. types o f  accept ab l e a ud it re ports .  esta b !l s h mcn l  

re li ab l e  i n terna l accoumi n g sy s te m s ,  handli n g o f  cash and c hecks,  records o f  ex pend i tures nn 

personnel and procuremen t and dm: umcnts  to be rc.>ta i ncd . 



I V. Ou tstand ing O I OS rcc o m m tm d a t ions  

2 5  A s  a resu lt o f  the work undenaken du ri ng the report ing period, O I OS considers t h :tt on l y  

one n:c om m endat ion.  n .  9 ( s t rengthened managc m enl  syste m ) .  is s ti l l  be i ng impl e mented .  

Hccom mcn d a t. ion 1) :  strength ened man agem ent  system 

A pplicat ions  for grams n)r 2 0 1 0 , <1S •..v e i l  ns re v i s ions o f  budget or 2 0 lO gra nts 

continued to be s ubm itted through the online  grams system of the Fund .  rvl oreo ver. the nn\ 

external reporti ng mod u le for grantees has been completed and put i nto serv ice ,  enabling  

gra ntees to su bm tt reports on t he u se o f 2009 grants on l i ne .  Th e Secre tariat cont inued to o ffe r 

<t d i rec t tech n ic a l ass istance se rvict: v i a  e- mail to a l l  orga n i zations us i ng the system and 

replied to m u lti p le  queri es from ncvv nnd ongo i ng projects as \Vcll as poten t ia l grantees . 

27 . D uri ng the report i ng period , the Secretariat cont in ued �vorki ng on the h:rlfl ('f 

deve lopment o r  the i n terna l ad m i n istrat ion  mod ule o f  the online gran t  system of the  hmd . 

,.\ s a resu l t ,  t he i nterna l adrn i n l strntion mod ule is bdng c urrent ly  rdi ncd and test ed \\l th  

mu l t i p l e  q uery func t ions cnab tl ng the searc h  o f  d a ta nmi t h e  generat ion of i nte rn a l 

fi nalizat ion of the  internal adm i nistration modul e will bring to compki i un  t he 

in tmdnct ion of an electron ic rmmugement system !'or t he U N V F VT, res u lting i n th e fu l l  

i m plementation of the  !ast remu in  recom mendat ion  of the 2 0 05 O I OS repo rt 

( I:JCN At?005!5 5 ) .  

1 5  



V. I n ternat ion al Day in S upfHH"t o f  Victim�  of To rt u re 

28 . On 26 J une 20 ! 0 ,  the Uni ted Nations Comrni ttee against Torture, the Subcommittee on 

Prevent ion of Torture,  the Special !lspporteur on wrture and other c ruel .  i nhumnn or degrad ing 

rn::m ment or punishment and - the Board o f  Trustees of the U nited Nations Vo l untary Fund i(x 

V i c ti m s  of '1 orturc made the fo l lowing s t a t e m e n t  to cmn me m oratc the U m tcd N a tion s 

! n!emational Day in Support of Vict ims o f Torture; 

1 6  

'Fou r United Nntlons m cclum isms  invQ}Yed in p revent ing tortu re and h elping i t s 

v ictims have stated Uutt despite a wcU� built  i n ternation a l  legal  fntm cworl< ,  

t o r ture prevai ls in m any rt�gi ous of t h e  wnrtd and is often acconqm 1lled b�- �m 

a la rming degree of impu n ity. 

' · \Ve are deeply concerned t hat tort ure contl mics to be \\ i desprcad and t h at  c er ta i n 

practices amounting 10 torture as \Vell as 10 cruel , i nhuman or degrad ing t reatment o r 

punishrnel1l were re i nv igorated, i n  part icular  i n  t he  con text of the so-call ed g loba!  

wa r on terror a fte r  I ! Septem ber 200 ! , The proh i b i t ion agai nst torture an d o thcr­

fonns o f  i nhtmnuw tl'c atment i s  abso l ute and cannot be derogated e ven u m:k r 

c rnergency s i tuati ons . " 

· •States m ust take e !Yec t i ve leg is lat i v e ,  ad m i nistr:H i v e , j udic i al or othe r mea sure� t t\ 

prevent acts o f tort ure in any terri to ry u nder thei r  j uri sdict i on , l n  ad d i i ion t hey 

shou ld  ensu re that no reason b<l s.:d on d i scri rn i nat ion of any k i nd be used a s 

j usti licn t ion for tort u rl! or i n !1 tHnane t reatm e nt The l ack of cri rn i nal!zat ion o r tort u re 



and i nadequate sanc t i on s are mn i n !�tc !Ors conrri b ul ing to i rn punh;. . We o ft e n  s<.:c t h m  

i n  t h e  fe w i ns tances w here perpetrators a rc h el d  acco u n tab le  rhey o ften rccd v e  

sen t e nces far be lo·w what i s  req u ired by i n temal ional hn:v. I n  order to l i v e  u p  to thei r 

o b li gat ion to protect e veryone subj ect to t h e i r  j ur i sd ic t ion from tort u re.  States m u s t  

�?ns urc tha t  a [ J ac ts of torwn: a re c ti m i nal i zed as o ffences i n  the i r  domest ic penal !a\v 

n nd pu n i shab l e  wi t h  app ropri a te penalties thn l  take  i nto account thei r gnw i ty '' 

· · Rec ent  s tud ies have  s hown that s o m e  Statcs. i nvok ing  d i fl'eren t t y pes o t  

eme rgenc i es ,  hnve been d i rec tl y or HlC!i re�· t l y  i nvo lved in prac t ices such ;: s  sec re t 

detent i on, d isa ppearances ,  expu l sion or extrad i t i on  of i nd i v i dua ls  w countries w here 

they vn-:re i n  dange r o f  to rt ure, and othe r un!:nvfu l  t rea t m e nt or pu n i sh m c m  i n 

v io lati on of the Corwenr ion agai nst To rture and other i nterna t ional  h u m an ri gh t:; 

i nstru rnen ls  a nd h uman i tar ian  !a\\ . We a rc d i sm ayed to see that i n  a l mnst no t ccc m 

cases have l here bee n j ud i c ial i n vest igati ons into such  u J! egat ions ;  a l mo st n o o ne h as 

been b roug ht to j ustice ; and mos t v icti m s  h<we n e ver recei v ed any fo rm n f  

reparat i on , i n clud i ng re h abili tat ion  or com pensation . " 

"Tort ure i t>aves i nde li ble traces on the body and m i nd s of t he v ict i m s  and re pumt ion  

can a l m ost never be c o m p k�t c . O ften,  t he  ri ght  to a rem edy and reparat io n fo r v ic t i m s  

o r  w rttt re i s  non-ex i s tent ;> r  severe ly  l i m ned A d e q uate i·eparat i on ,  t a i l ored to t he 

need s of t l1c v i c 1 i m  i ncl ud i n g  com pensa t ion  and rehabi l i tat i o n .  i s  rare ! ;  p rov i ded o r  

ent i rely depen d en t on t he l i 1 rli ted reso u rc e s  o f' p r i va te ent i t ie s and c i v il society 

organi za t ions .  I n ligh t  of  t hese concern s ,  we ca l l u pon all States to tms u rc tht\t 
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v i ct i m s  o f  torture an d other fu rm o f crue L inhuman o r  degrad ing  t re a t m ent obt a i n  

fu ll red ress and urge them to adopt genera!  guorantecs o f  non�repetl t ion i nc l ud ing  

tak ing  dete rmined steps to  tigh t 1 m p u n Hy ,. 

" l n  t h i s t ro ub l esome c o m c x t ,  more t han t-.vcmy yt;ars a fter its e nt ry i nto fon:e,  the  

Conve nt ion a ga i ns t  Tort ure a nd other C ru e L  I n h u m a n  o r Degrading  rreatrnen t  o r  

Puni shment  J s  s t ill far from u n i versa l  rat i ficat ion .  As of today, i 1  h a s ! 47 Sl a tes 

parties ,  of w h ic h  o n !y 64 States have made the  declarat i o n  unde r an k k 2 2  

recogn izi ng the  com pt.:tcncc the C o m mi ttee aga ins t Torture to rece ive  i n d i v idua l  

c o m m un ications .  We urg(� n i l Slmcs I n becom e pa rty to the Con vent ion  a ga i nst  

Torl!lre and make th<: dec! arut!ons  prov i ded under a rt ie  le 22 o f  the Conve m i n n .  'm 

i nd i v i dual  com p l a i nts , i n  order to max im Lt0 transpure n cy a nd accoun ta b i l i iy i n  t he i r 

li ght  aga i nst torture and i ts  re lated i m punity .  

' ·Four years a fter i ts en try I nt o  f{wcc, the Opt ional P rotoco l  t o ! he  Convent i on aga i nst 

Tonurc h as 5 !  Sta te Put t ies . The Opt i o na l  Protoco l  i s n ke y i ns t r u m ent to pre\ en!  

!orltlrc and i l l � trcntmcnt  by ensuri ng the establls h rnent of i nd ependen t and dlect i vt· 

nat i ona l  preventi ve m ec h a n i s m s  e m powe red 10 v i s i t  p l aces o f  d eten t i o n .  \\c 

therefore u rge all States to rat i(y t h e Opt io na l  Pro tocol and t h us to e n g a ge w i t h t he  

S ubc01\1 m i ttee o n  l' n;ve ntion o f To rture . We fun hcr ca l l  u pon those Stales Po n ies  to  

t he Opt iona l  Protoc o l t hat h ave not y e t  d one so to esta b l i s h !he  N at iona l  P re ven t i ve 

M echan i sms to  th us live up to t h ei r  oh tign t iPns  relat .;; d to t he pre vent i o n  P C tort u re 

u m! ill -t reat ment'· 



"On thi s I ntern ational Day in Support of VIct i ms o f  Torture , we pay t ri bu te  to the 

G overnments, civi l  soc i ety orga nizat i ons and indiv idua l s  engaged in act i v it i e s aimed 

a t  preventing torture.  pun ish ing it and ensu ri ng t h at al! vict i ms obtain redress and 

adequate compe nsati on,  i nd ud \ ng t he means as fu ll a rehabi li tat ion as pos s i b !c  

\"'c e xpress our grat itude w a il  donors to the U nited Nat ions Vo l umary Fund fo r 

Vict i m s of  Torture, which cunent !y  supports t he \vork o r  ov er 200 nrgnn i zations I n  

more than 60 cot.mtdes. and hope i ha t  con t r ibu t ions  10 t he F u nd w i i! c o n t i n ue to 

increase to make it poss ible victims of  wnure and  rncmbcrs of their r:<;m i li cs ttl 

rece ive the ass i s tance they need. We call on a!! States, i n  part icular thos;;: w h ich hnv c 

b(�Cn found to be responsible  for 'rVidespread or systemat i c p rac.t ices o f  lOrture .  to 

contribute to t he Vo l untary F und as pnrt of n u n iversal com m !tmenl for t h e  

rehab il itation o f torture v ict i m s  and thei r fam i l ies:· 

VI .  How to malu: n contribution to the Fund 

29. C ontributi ons to the F und shou ld a l ways be marked as fol l ows : '· pay ee: c : n itcd Nat i ons  

Vo l untary Fund for Vict i m s  o r ·ronurc.  acco u n t  Ctr'. Payments m ay be made either by ban k 

tra nsfe r : (a) i n  Uni ted States dolla rs to  ' 'U n i te d  Nations Genev a G enerul  Fund· · .  ncc ou n t 'l n .  

4S500 1 8 0� . J . P. Morga n Chase Ban k , I n tcmat i ona l  Agenc ies Bank i ng,  1 1 66 . Ave . of t h e 

Aml!ri cas.  i 7 th noor, New York, "<Y 1 00 3 6-2708, Uni ted States of America (Swift c u ck : 

C !lAS U S 33; ABA c ode : 02 1 00002 1 ) ; (h) i n  curos to '' U n i ted Nation s Ofli cc at G ene v a". 

acco unt No, 2396 1 90 1. J . P. M mg;Jn  Chase Bank.  1 2 5 L\mdon \Va il ,  London EC2 Y 5 !\ J .  

t n i ted Kingdom (Swift code: C H A S  G B  2L. Sort ing code : 60-92-42, !BAN : G B2 5 C l ii\ S 
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6092 96 1 9 0 1 ) ; (c ) i n  sterli ng pou nd s tD ''United N ations Of11ce <H Geneva· · ,  acco u m  

N o . ! 903 ,  l P. Morgan Chase Ba nk.  I 25 London \Vail , London EC2Y 5/\.1 .  U n i ted 

K ingdom (Swi ft code: C H AS G B  2L,  Sort i ng code: 60�92M42 , lBAN :  0 8 2 5  C H A S  6092 

42?3 96 l 9 03 ) ; (d) in  S w iss francs to "U n ited NHt ions Genev a G eneral  Fund'', account 0. o.  

240-C0590 1 60 .0 , UBS , rue d u  Rhi'Jnc 8. Geneva 2. S w itze rl and (Swift code : U B S \\ C l l Z H  

! 2/\ : IB A ;\; :  C H 65 0024 0240 C059 0 1 60 0) :  (d) i n  any other cu r rency lo " U n i ted 1\ a ! f lHlS 

Ch::: neva Generut Fund'', accou nt  N o .  240-C0590 ! 60. 1 .  U B S ,  rue du R hone S. Genevn 2 . 

. Switzerland (Swift code : U B SW CH l 1 2 A ;  l BAN: CH65 0024 0240 C059 (l !  60 ! ) ( c )  o r 

b) cheq ue pay abl e to "Un ited Nmions·· add ressed to: Tresorcrie,  ;\lari ons Unics,  Pa lu is  dc:s 

0. at kms, C H� l 2 1 l  Geneva l 0, Switzerla nd , Donors <'lre req uested to i n form the Secretar ia t  o f  

l be  Fund und the Reso urce Mob i lizat ion U n i t  o f  the O ftke of lhe H igh Com m issioner for 

H uman Ri ghts when n payment has been mack (a co py o f  the bank nimsfer  m·der or o f t h<; 

wo uld be apprec i ated) to cftcctl ve fo l hnv-up on the of!k i al record i ng 

procedu re and preparat ion o f  the Secretary -Ge neral's reports. 

VH. Conclusions a nd reeommcnd:rtion s 

30. t>u nuant to the appeals by the (; cru�ra l  Assembly nnd the  Uoard o l' Tnts l NlS of t he 

Fund, don ors are invited to pay thei r  contributions to the F u nd befo re the regu la r 

nHocntion sessinn of the Bonnl to en able the latter to hll<c them in to acco u n t  a t  its 

thirty-third session, in Oct o h c r  20 10.  



3 i , The  G eneral Assembly and the  Board have a lso u rged regu la r donors to i n c n�asc 

t he ir  ton tributiom; if poss ib le  i n  o rder to IH'ov idc HH' Board w i th the resou rces req u i red 

to m eet tht•  grow ing needs o f  tort u rc victi ms and the members of thei r fam ilics.  

32. The Hoard s lrongly entou rages G nvenun ents Hut t have n o t  y e t  e<m t ribn t cd to the 

l'' und  to do so for the first t ime,  prcfc nt h ly before Sep tember 2010.  
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