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,ve , le 7 dGcembre 1956. 

Monsieur l e Directeur, 

Nous avons l ' honneur de nous refcrer ~note accord du 
4 decembr e 1956 pour 1 action de sec rs en Hongrie et nous nous 
empressons de vous donner les indications en notre possession, aussi 
bien sur les programmes de secours que nous avons entrepris que sur 
l'etendue des besoins urgcnts de la populat ion hongroise, dans l a 
mesure ou ils nous sont connus . 

Not re delegation a Budapest a , avec l'accord des \utorites 
hongrois~s , etabli trois differents progr es de secours qui sont 
l es suiv ts 

1) Des le 4 ou 5 decembre , distribution de lait et huile de 
foie de morue a 173.000 enfants de mains de 6 ans . 

2) Des le 8 decembre , environ, distrib tion d'un repas chaud 
par jour a 50.000 enfant s de 6 a 1 ans, dans les quartiers 
les plus ravaees de Budapest . Puis le programme en faveur 
des enfants de cettc categorie d '~ge s'etendra progressivement 
de fa~on a arriver a f ournir des aliments divers a 150.000 
enfants. 

3) Des la mi-docembre, distribution chaque semaine de pa.quets de 
vivr s de tines a 100. 000 personnes choisies parmi les 
cate~ories des sans- abti, san soutien, viei l ards , invalides 
et fa.mi 1 av c us d 4 nfants. 

Ces tmpmtta programmes req ierent des secou:-s d 'une importance 
considerable . Notre del egation indique d 'ores et deja que pour les 
conduire jusquta fin avril l es quantites suivantes seraient necessaires : 

Monsieur Georges Palthey 
Direct eur adjoint 
Office europeen des Nations Unies 
Palaia de Nations 
G e n e V e 
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Lai en poudre 

Capsules d1huile de 
foie de orue 

Corps gras 

Visnde, pois on, fromage 
Cereales . 

Sucre ,· 
FArine 

S :von 

3437 tonnes 

21.no.000 

545 tonnes 

1375 tonnes 

1850 tonnes 

545 tonnes 

1900 tonnes 

90 tonnes 

En marg des rogrammes cites ci-dessus, d'a tres secours 
urgents seraient necessaires, soit : 

Charbon pour les hopitaux, 
asiles, homes, etc. 
de Budapest 36.000 tonnes 

Couvertures de laine 100.000 pieces 

Verre a. vitres 

Paquets de l anges 

100 to es 

10.000 pieces 

Or les stocks a.ctuellement disponibles ne permettent pas de 
conduire l'action au dela du 15 janvier, environ. C est die qu'une 
aide complementai est urgente et indispensable. 

De plus, il ya lieudde remarquer quo 11 action ainsi entreprise 
par la Croix-Rouge ne constituera qu•un secours de premiere urgence, 
en faveur des personnes dont les besoins sont les plus imperieux, mais 
n'att,indra, en definitive, qu'environ 4 % de la population hongroise. 

ll faut done, dtores et deja envisager d'ici peu de temps un 
elargissement tres considerable de l'action de secours . Afin que des 
plans puissent Atre etablis a cet effet , nous nous permettrons de vous 
communiquer le plus apidement possible - probabloment d'ici 8 a 10 
jours - u etat u moins appr ocimatif des besoins goneraux les plus 
urgents. 

Fous voudrions d•autre part relever, ici, que les infonnations 
incontrolables qui ont circule ces derniers jours, au sujet d 'une saisie 
des secours du Conite international de la Croix-Rouge par les Autorites 
hongroises ou de discrimination d'ordre politique qui sera.ient inter­
venues dans la distribution, se sont revelees campletement denuees de 
fondement, apres enqu te aupres de nos delegations de Vi nne et Budap st. 

En effet, le Comite international de la Croix-Rouge ,est en 
mesure d 'affirmer que sea delegues contr~lent toutes les rep~rtitions 
de secours qu'il effectue avec le concours, dans la phase fin(lle, des 
agents de la Croix-Rouge hongroise. S'il devait, a un momentLquelconque, 

J 
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appara1tre que des eecours sont detournes de leur de tination prevue, 
le Comite international n'hesiterait d1 ailleurs pas a suspendro, 
lui-m me, toute repartition, jusqu ace qu les garantie neeessaires 
soient retabli s. 

Nous vous serons tres reconnaissants de bien vo loir porter 
le indications qui precedent a la connaissance du Secretariat General 
des Nations Unies et c'est en vous remerciant d'avance de votr obli­
geante entremise que nous vous prions d1agreer, Monsieur le Directeur, 
l assurance de notre consideration l a plus distinguee. 

(si , ' 

R. Gall opin 
Di recteur Executi f 
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Geneva, 5 December 1956 

ICRC Relief Action in Hungary 

0.A.~ 
tinuing its relief action in Budapest, and with the help of numerous donors 

and National Red Cross Societies, the I nternational Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva 
has been able to draw up a food programme for Hungary on the basis fo the agreement 
concluded with the Hungarian Government and Hungarian Red Cross. 

The programme is divided into three operations, i.e. 

(1) - Distribution 0f milk to children. 

173,000 children ;uhder 6 years of age will receive a daily ration of 100 gr. 
' powdered or condensed milk and 1 capsule cod liver oil. 

One distribution per week ;will be made, as from December 5, at the Infant 
Welfare Centres. 

(2) - Distribution of food in schools. 

]jlom 50,000 to 150,000 school children from 6 to 16 years of age will be given 
a hot meal daily, consisting of 10 gr. fats, 50 gr. meat (or chesse or tinned fish), 
50 gr. cereals (rice, flour paste foods, oat-flakes, barley, flour, pulse and farinaceous 
foods), 50 gr. powdered milk, 1 roll of bread; or: 10 gr . sugar, 50 gr. cereals, 50 gr. 
powdered milk, 1 rol.l of bread. 

The progr:amme will start on or ab~ut December 8 by distributions to 50,000 
children in parts of the city which have suffered the greatest damage; it will gradually 
be expanded to include all school children of the ages mentioned above. The distribu­
tions will take place in the schools or in adjacent buildings • 

(3) - Distribution of food parcels to persons in distress. 

About 100,000 persons in distress (namely, those whose dwelling has been 
partly or entirely destroyed , families deprived of their breadwinner, disabled and aged 
persons, and families with more than four children) will receive one standard food parcel 
per week, sufficient for feeding four persons, each individual ration consisting of 
500 gr. meat or fish, 250 gr. fats (butter, cooking-fat, oil, margarine) 250 gr . powdered 
milk or a tonic preparation, 50 gr . soap, as well as, when available~ cheese, Qggs, 
tinned vegetables or fruit, chocolate, coffee, tea, etc. 

Apart from the food programme, the very great need for coal, clothing, window­
glass, etc., should be taken into account. 

As regards medicaments, fairly large stocks have now been built up in Buda­
pest by the ICRC. They will be replenished as fast as they are drawn upon. 

The food programme is expected to be continued for the duration of the winter 
and until the end of April . However, the supplies the ICRC has available do not seem 
likely to last beyond January 15 and further donations would therefore be required to 
enable the entire programme to be carried out. 

,· 
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ACTION DU CICR EN HONGRIE 

Conmru.n~sue _No -~46 

Geneve, le 4 decembre 1956 

/-~,ui,.~-.,/--
M. E.W. Meyer, representant special du CICR, qui s'etait misva la disposition 

du CICR pour organiser son action de secours en Ho:ngrie, a demands a etre releve de ses 
fonctions dans le courant du mois de decembre, pour pomroir reprendre son poste de Chef 
des relations exterieures de l'UNICEF a Paris. 

M. Georges Rutishauser, Conseiller National, qui a bien voulu aecepter de pra­
ter son ,concours au CICR, assumera dorena.vant, en qualite de delegue general, la direc­
tion de tous les services qui, a Vienne et a Budapest , sont charges de l'acheminement 
et de la distribution en H~ngrie des secours confies au CICR • .. , 

MM. G. Rutis~user et E.W. Meyer sent partis aujourd'hui pour Budapest, ou la 
distribution d 1importantes quantites de vivres est en cours, sous le controle de la De­
legation du CICR. 

* * * * * * * 
Aktion des IKRK in Unsa,rn 

~ /4/.~ Herr E.W. Meyer, Sondervertreter des Internationalen Komitees vom Roten Kreuz, 
der sichvzur Verfugu.ng des IKRK gestellt hatte, um dessen Hilfsaktion in Ungarn zu or-

. ganisieren, ersuchte ~darum, von seinen Fu.nktionen im Laufe des Monats Dezember enthoben 
zu werden, um seinen Posten als Leiter der ausw!:i.rtigen ~eziehungen der UNICEF in Paris 

·' wieder antreten zu k~nnen. . 

Herr Georg tutishauser, Nationalrat,der dem IKRK gutigst seinen Beistand 
leisten will, wird. von nun an als Generaldelegierter die Direktion aller Dienstzweige 
Ubernehmen, die in Wien und in Budapest mi t der BefiSrderung und Verteilung d.er dem IKRK 
anvertrauten Hilfssendungen in Ungarn betraut sind. · 

Die Herren G. Rutishauser und E. W. Meyer sind heute nach Buda.pest abgereist, wo 
die Verteilung betrachtlicher Mengen von Lebensmitteln unter der Kontrolle der Delega­
tion des IKRK im Gange ist. 

* * * * * * * * 
ICRC RELIEF Aal'ION IN HUNGARY 

f Mr. E.W. Meyer, special ICRC representative, who had offered the International 
Coromitte~&s~rvices for the organisation of its relief action in Hungary, has asked 
to be relieved of his duties during the month of December, to enable him to resume his 
post of Head of the UNICEF Foreign Relations Department in Paris. 

Mr. Georges Rutihauser, National Councillor , has kindly agreed to assist the 
ICRC and will, in the capacity of General Delegate, assume the future direction of all 
departments, in Vienna or Budapest, dealing with the forwarding and distribution in 
Hungary of the relief supplies entrusted to the ICRC . 

Mr. G. Rutishauser and Mr. E.W. Meyer left today for Budapest, where the dis­
tribution of considerable quanti t:5.e~ '. of relief supplies is being carried out under the 
supervision of the ICRC Delegation. 

.. 
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Geneve, le 30 nowmbre 1956 
'I 

ACTION DE SECOURS fN HONGRIE 

~ CICR ·ren<ira p·~i'.)lic le ler decembre le plan d 'aide alimentaire a la Rongrie 
quril compte appliquer durant les mois de decembre et de jamrier afin de poursuivre et 
d'amplifier .progressivement l 1action de secou.rs qu'il mane a Buda.pest gr!ee a l'effort 
des Societ~s nations.lea de la Croix-Rouge et de nombreux donateurs. 

Ce programne conoerne en premier lieu lea personnea suivantes: 

1) Personnes en detresse, a savoirs personnes d.ont l'habitation a ate eoit entnrement 
detruite soit privPe de toute ~ossibilite d~ faire la cuisine, lea f8Jililles dont le 
chef a ete tue ou se trouve inca:pabla de trava.iller, les vieillards et les infirmee, 
les familles de plus . ~ qua tre enfe.nt s e ... 

2) Femnes et enfants: Des programmes d'aide alimentaire seront mis en oeuvre eimulta­
nement en faveur des nourrissone, des enfants juaqu 'a 14 ans, dee fe1DD.ea ~noeintea 
et des noUITices. 

* * * * * * 
.fil_I.SAKTION IN UNGARN 

. Das Internationale Komitee vom Roten Kreuz wird am 1. Dezember den Plan einer 
_Nahru.ngsmittel-UnterstUtzung in Unga.rn veraffentlichen, den es wfillrend. der Monate De­
zember und Janua.r auszufuhren gedenkt, um seine Hilfsaktion fortzusetzen und zu erweitern, 
die es in Budapest dank den Bestrebungen der nationalen Rotkreuzgesellsohaften und 
zahlreicher Spen~r durchfilllrt. •· 

DiesE1SProgramm betrifft in erster Linie nachstehend.e Personen: 

1) Bedurftige Personen, d.h. Personen, deren Unterkunft ga.nz zerst6r t wurde oder jeglicher 
M<:Sglichkeit des Kochens beraubt ist. Familien, deren Oberhaupt getBtet wurde oder 
a.rbeitsun.fl!.hig ist, Greise und Gebrechliche, Familien mit mehr als 4 Kindern. 

2) Frauen und Kinder: Programme zur Na.hrungsmittelhilfe warden gleic~eitig zugunsten 
der Sauglinge, der Kind.er bis zu 14 Jahre, der schwangeren Frauen und der WBchnerinnen 
ins Werk gesetzt. 

* * * * * 
. RELIEF ACTION IN HUNG.ARY 

The International Committee of the Red Croes will publish on December l a 
programme for supplying Hungary with foodstuffs which will probably remain in force 
during the months of December and Ja.nuary 9 :.n continua.nee and gradual extension of the 
relief action on which it is engaged at Buda.pest, with the assistance of National Red 
Cross Societies and numerous donors . 

The programme relates, in t he first place_, to the following persona r 

1. Pers')ns in distress, L e . those whose dwelling has been entirely destroyed, and who 
are, therefore, deprived of all cooking facilities, families whose brad.winner has beer 
killed or is unable to work 9 agod and disabled persons, and families with roore than 
four children. 

2) Woman and children: Food programmes for the supply of food for infants, children up 
to 14 years of aga,__pre.gant w6men and nursing mothers, will be _put into effect at the 
same time. 
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s:C) S-ss\ \ \ ( (2. c_ 95S Press Release No 538b 

Gene,a, November 17, 1956 

A tripartite agreement bas just been reached in Vienna between the 
Hungarian Government, the Hungarian Red Cross and the International Committee 
of the Red Crnss, concerning the International Committee 's humanitarian action in 
Hungary. 

This agreement was signed by Mr . Roger Gallopin , Executive Director, 
f or the International Committee of the Red Cross and by the following personalities 
for the Hungarian Red Cross : Dr. Georges Killener , surgeon, Executive Director nf 
this national Soci ety; Prof . Tibor Nonay and Prof . Boldizsa Horvat, both pro­
fessors on the medical faculty and members of the Executive Committee of the 
Hungarian Red Cross; Mr, Michel Guedeny , doctor of laws, head of the Foreign 
Relations Department of the Hungarian Red Cross . 

This agreement was i mmediately ratified by the Minister of the Hungarian 
Republic in Vi enna , on authorization given directly by the Hungarian Government 
from Budapest. 

The terms of the agreement are as follows: 

(1) The International Committee of the Red Cross assumes the control of the 
distribution ill Hungary of relief supplies for the Hungarian population which 
bave been or which will be entrusted to it by national Red Cross Societies, 
either directly or through the intermediary of the League of Red Cross 
Soci eties . 

(2) The International Committee of the Red Cross will also assume the control of 
the distribution of dnnations made on behalf of the Hungarian population which 
bave been or which wi ll be entrusted to it either directly or th:rough the 
intermediary of the Secretary General of the United Nations organization 
acting in agreement with the Hungarian Government. 

(3) The di stri bution of these supplies thrnugh the neutral intermediary of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross shall be carried out in accord with 
the fundamental principles governi ng its action , that i s to say; strict im­
partiality and without any discrimination whatsoever other tban tbat of the 
needs of the persons to be assisted. 

(4) Towards this end the International Committee of the Red Cross shall, in 
agreement with the Hungarian Red Cross, draw up various programs for assis ­
tance which shall be carried out progressively according to the urgency of 
the needs to be met and function of the available supplies . As an example, it 
bas already been foreseen that assistance should i n the first place be given 
to the sick, the wounded of all kinds, infants, expectant mothers , the aged 
and the infirm. 
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(5) All facilities shall be given to the International Committee of the Red Cross 
in order to enable it to set up a delegation in Hungary immediately, which 
shall include the following personnel required in order to: 

(a) draw up, in agreement with the Hungarian Red Cross, the programs for 
assistance mentioned above , 

(b) assure the protection and the management of the warehouses which the 
International Committee of the Red Cross will set up in the principal 
distribution centres, 

(c) assure the transportation of supplies to or from these warehouses, 

(d) assist in the actual distribution of supplies and ir reporting back to 
the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva on these distri­
butions for the information of donors. 

This personnel , mainly consisting of Swiss citizens, shall be placed 
under the orders of a Delegates - in - Chief, with Headquarters in Budapest, 
who will be acting in close liaison with the representatives designated by 
the Hungarian Red Cross for this purpose. 

(6) In order to allow for the efficient execution of the strictly humanitarian 
action of the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Hungarian Red 
Cross and the Hungarian Government shall see that in the exercise of its 
functions, the Delegation of the International Comrni ttee of the Red Cross in 
Hungary receives all aid and protection from all authorities civil or military . 

(7) The general dispositions of the present agreement shall be completed by a 
technical plan of operations drawn up in agreement between the representatives 
of · the Hungarian Red Cross and the Delegate- in. Chief of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in Budapest . 

(8) The sole cbject of the present agreement being the distribution of relief 
supplies to the Jiungarian population it cannot be interpreted as restricting 
the other humanitarian activities which the International Committee of the 
Red Cross may be called upon to exercise in Hungary in conformity with the 
statutes of the International Red Cross or the provisions of the Geneva 
Conventions . 
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fC) (3$"\\ \C'flc.__ Press Re lease No 534b 

Geneva , November 13 , 1956 

THE RELIEF ACTION OF THE ICR C IN HUNGARY 

Family Mes sage s for Hungary 

The International Committ ee of the Red Cross in Geneva 
has rec e i ve d a gr eat number of enquiries from persons who are 
totally deprived of news of their fam ilies in Hungary. 

As a t emporary measure to make good to some extent the 
interruption in postal communications, Rad io Inter-Croix-Rouge 
will in futur e broadcast the names of pe rsons wishing to rec e ive 
news of their rela tives in Hungary. The latter can reply through 
the Hungar ian Red Cross, which has been urgently requested by 
the International Committee to pass on their mes sages; The 
replies will immed iately be communicated to the enquirers. 

Th is Family Me ssage Service will start today on the 
Radio Int er-Croix- Rouge wave -length 4l m61, frequency 7, 210 kc . 

The value of t h is link-up by radio will be understood 
if it is r ecalle d that before t he re-establishment of tel ephonic 
co mmunicat ion between the I CRC and its de l egat es in Budapest, 
it was t hrough the bro adcasts over t he wave - length allocated to 
the I CRC that its delegates we r e informed of the passage across 
t he frontier of t he first Red Cross r elief convoy, and were thus 
able to take delivery of the r elief supplies on its arrival in 
Budapest. 
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Communique No 532 
(en fran9ais seulement) 

Geneve, le 9 novembre 1956 

Des avant-hier le Comite international de la Croix-Rouge 

a repete, tant sur la longueur d'ondes qui lui est affectee que 

sur les longueurs d'ondes des postes de Radio qui ont bien voulu 

lui donner leur concours, un appel aux chefs responsables et 

combattants a Budapest en vue de la conclusion d'une treve pour 

permettre de relever et soigner les blesses des derniers combats. 

Cet appel avait la teneur suivante : 

Voici un appel solennel du Comite international de la 

Croix-Rouge aux chefs responsables et combattants de Hongrie : 

Le Comite international de la Croix-Rouge apprend que 

des combats se deroulent encore a Budapest, et que de nombreux 

blesses n'ont pu etre releves et secourus. Il adresse un urgent 

appel aux chefs res ponsables et combattants afin qu'ils ordonnent 

d'un commun accord une treve permettant la releve et l'evacua­

tion des blesses~ 

Le present appel est fait par le CICR conformement aux 

dispositions prevues par l'article 15 de la Iere Convention de 

Geneve. 

\ 
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Geneva , November 5, 1956 

SFECIAL MEASURES FOR RED CROSS ACTION IN 

BEHALF OF HUNGARIAN PEOPLE 

By reason of the great influx a t Vienna, of Red Cross 

relief arriving from the diffe r ent countries for the Hungarian 

people, new measures we re announced today by the ICRC and the 

League to assure the efficacious operation of this Red Cross a ction. 

The delegates of the ICRC have instructicne to direct the 

distribution of relief on Hungarian territory, a s soon as the 

border is reopened. The Le ague has app ointed a delegate-coordinator 

at Vienna, Henrik Beer, General Secretary of the Swedish RC, assisted 

by r epresentatives of the Canadian, Finnish and Norwegian Red Cross 

Societies, who will undertake the a dministrat ion of relief already 

at Vienna and en route. Consequently, Mr. Beer will coordinate the 

arrival in Vienna of Red Cross personnel as well as the storage, 

such sorting as may be nec essary, a nd daily inventories of stocks. 

He will put a t the disposal of I CRC delegates, a ccording 

to needs, the relief intended fo r distribution in Hungary. 

As conc erns Red Cross a id to Hungarian refugees arriving 

in Austria, the Austrian Red Cross is giving emergency assistance 

to these persons. Should it prove nec essa ry, the ICRC and League 

will make availa ble supplies from the i nterna tional stocks assembled 

at Vienna to a id in this t ask. 

Should the r elief sent to Vi enna , or announced, appear 
i nsufficient to me et the needs of the Hungarian population, or 

refugees, the ICRC will address a further appeal to National So­

cieties for additional a id. 
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Geneve , le 3 novembre 1956 

Act ion de la Croix~Rouge en Hongrie 

Le Comite int ernational de la Croix-Rouge communique : 

Depuis l'interruption, survenue mercredi soir, de la 
liaison aerienne que le CICR avait e tablie entre Vienne et Bu­
dapest pour l e transport des secours, s e s delegues en Autriche 
ont du limiter leur action aux r eg ions proches de la frontiere 
austro-hongrois e . L I un d I eux s 1:est r endu une nouvelle fois aux 
environs de Gyor, · ou sa presence a permis d I evi ter des execu-­
t ions sommaires. 

La rapide evolution des evenements entraine une situa­
tion de plus en plus confuse, qui menace de paralyser toute ten ­
tative d ' achemi nement de se cours par route •. Toutefois, il a ete 
decide que trois colonnes composees de camions appartenant a la 
Croix-Rouge autrichi enne et a dautres Societes nationales qui 
ont envoye des formations a Vienne tenteront, dans la journee 
de samedi, de fran chir la frontiere en trois endroits et d 1 ef­
fectuer sur le sol hongrois une penetration aussi profonde que 
possible. Leur mission, placee ·sous l 1 egi~e et la responsabilite 
du CICR, est de ravitailler en toute premier lieu les hopitaux 
en vivres et en med icaments. 

La de l egation du CICR a conf irme , par ailleurs,. qu'une 
colonne sanitaire de la Croix-Rouge allemande avait reussi a 
gagner la cap itale hongroise ou elle exerce deja son activite 
secourable . 

De son cote, le CICR a fait des demarches aupres de 
toutes l es Aut orit es en vue d 1 obtenir qu.e les transports de la 
Cro ix-nouge so i ent respect.es et que ses r epr es entants ne soient 
pas entraves dans 1 1 acc.ornpli$sement de leur tache. 
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2 9 OEC 1956 Ge neve , le 3 nove mbre 1956 

~pp~l du CI CR a destination de la Hongrie 

Ilevan b la gravite des evenements qu i s e de roulent en 
Hongrie , l e ComL:;e int ernat iona l de la Croix- Rouge a fai t dif­
fus er a destination de ce pays, par l e Service des Ondes courtes 
suisses et sur la longueur d'onde qui lui appartient en propre, 
l' appel r eproduit ci-dessous. 

Cet appe l, lance pour la premie=e fo is le 31 octobre 
a ete r epe te a de nombr eus es r epris es ~ 

11 Au moment ou, ave c le concours des principal es Societes 
nationales de la Croix-Rouge, l e CICR s'efforce d 'apporter a la 
Hongri e cruell ement eprouvee l 1a i de secour able don t elle a be­
soin, celui-ci tient a r appe ler quelques principe s fondamentaux 
inscrits dans les Conventions de Geneve et qui s'imposent a taus 
l es peupl es, 

1) Taus ceux qui ne co mbattent pas doivent etre r espectes . En 
part i culi.er la pr ise d 'otages est interdite. 

2) Il est inter cl :i .t de tuer ou de bl esser un ennemi qui s e r end . 
Les prisonnie:~s doi vent etre trai tes avec humani te . En aucun 
cas ils ne peu;;ent etr e l'obj et d 'une condamnation quelconque 
s ans jugement prealable rendu par un tr i bunal r egulierement 
constitue c 

3) Les blesses do i 'rent etre r e cue ill i.s et soignes sans distinc­
t ion de partL 

Le CICH fai. t appel a tous pour que les principes de ces 
Conventions que la Hongrie a ratifiees en 1954 s oient rigoureu­
s ement r espe ctes ''. 
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2 C 195 
Geneva , Novembe r 2, 1956 

RED CROS-S ACTION IN HUNGARY 

The International Committee of the Red Cross communicates: 

Considerable gifts for the victims of the events in 

Hungary continue coming in a t the same rhythm as in the course of 

the past few days, which clearly shows the importance of the 

feeling of fellowship engendered by these events, and the efficacy 

of the Red Cross' appeals. Since it has not been possibl e to use 

the Budapest airport since We dnesday evening, the International 

Committee's airlift was suspended all through Thursday. The Inter­

national Committee of the Red Cross has, however, kept the plane 

it chartered for this purpose in Vienna, as it still hopes to be 

able to resume the dispatch of consignments by air in the very 

near future . 

With re gard to the province, one of the ICRC delegates 

will today endeavour to establish the necessary contacts with a 

view to the trans - shipment of medica l supplies and food which will 

be&s tributed a ccorr ing t o needs. 

In view of the recent development in the situation, the 

International Committee has re quested the National Red Cross 

Societies to suspend the dispatch of consignments of fresh blood 

plasma and all perishable goods; existing stocks in Vienna will be 

rapidly distributed as soon as the situation in Hungary allows. 



Comlnunique No 525 

Geneve, l e l er nove mbre 1956 

Action de l a Croix- Rouge en Hongrie 

Le Comite international de l a Croix- Rouge a Geneve communique 

Durant l es journees de mardi et de mercredi le pont 
aer1en cree par le CICR entre Vienne et Budapest a continue de 
fonctionner. Cinq vols all er et r e tour ont pu avoir lieu, qui 
ont permis de remettre entre les mains de l a Croix-Rouge hon­
groise environ 15 tonnes de secours, co mposes notamment de vi­
vres, d' aliments pour enfants, de fortifiants et de medicaments 
divers. A son sixieme voyage, l' avinn du CICR dut malheureuse­
ment rebro11sser chemin, 1' autorisation d 'atterrir n 'ayant pu 
lui etre accordee. 

Independamment de cette liaison aerienne, les dele­
gues du CICR se sont e f forc es d'etendre l eur action d'assistance 
et de protection a d'autres points du territoire hongrois. C'est 
ainsi que, le 30 octobre, l'un d'eux s'est rendu dans la region 
de Gyor. 

D'autre part, le CI CR a decide de r appeler, par un 
appel qui sera radiodiffuse, aux forces des differents partis 
eL presence, les regles elementaires d'humanite qui decoulent 
des Conventions de Geneve. 

Signalons aussi qu'en possession des premiers rapports 
de ses delegues et d'indications fournies par la Croix-Rouge 
hongroise, le CICR a adresse mardi un second appel a 26 Croix­
Rouges nationales, afin de leur donner des renseignements sup­
plementa ires sur les besoins constates en matiere de secours. 

Enfin, pour renforcer sa delegation le CICR a designe 
MM . Ch, Ammann et J. de Preux qui sont arrives a Vienne les 

30 et 31 octobre. 



Press Release No 525 b 

Geneva , November 1, 1956 • 

.. 
RELIEF ACTION IN HUNGARY 

The Internati ona l Committee of the Red Cross communicates: 

The a ir-li f t set up by the I CRC between Vienna and 
Budapest continued to function a ll day Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Five return flights took place, enabling the I CRC to hand over 
to the Hungarian Red Cross approximately 15 tons of relief, 
made up more especially of food, s~ecial foods for infants and 
children, tonics and va rious medical supplies, including anti­
biotics and antigangrene serum. The I CRC plane, in the course 
of its third trip, on Wednesday afternoon, unfortunately had to 
return in mid - flight as permission to l and c ould not be given. 

Independently of this operation the delegates of the 
ICRC have continued to endeavour to extend their a ction of 
assistance and protection to other regions in Hungary . For this 
purpose one of the Interna tional Committee's -,:-epresentatives went 
into the Gyor region on Tuesday. 

The I CRC has, moreover, decided to r ecall by means of 
an a ppeal, which will a lso be broadcast, to the forces of the 
various factions in presence, the elementa ry rules of humanity 
contained in the Geneva Conventions. 

In the light of its delegates' first r eports and also 
of more rec ent information supplied by t he Hungarian Red Cross, 
the ICRC addressed a s econd appeal on Tue sday to 26 National Red 
Cross Soci eties giving them supplementary information on needs 
and the relief re quired to meet them. 

Finally, with a vi ew to r einforcing its delegation on 
the spot the ICRC has now sent Mr, Ch. Ammann and Mr. J. de Preux. 
They a rrived in Vienna on Tuesday and Wednesday. 



Communique No 522 bis 

Geneve , le 27 octobre 1956 

--
Action de la Croix-Rouge en Hongrie 

Pour donner suite a l'appel lance par la Croix-Rouge 

HongroisB, le Comite i nternational de la Croix-Rouge a envoye 

a son delegue a Vienne, M. Gu ido Joubert, du mate iel de pan­

sement et 600 Unites d'albumine humaine pretes pour la trans­

fusion. Ce don qui a ete achemine a Vienne par les soins de la 

Croix-Rouge suisse sera ensuite oonvoye a la frontiere austro­

hongroise pour etre remis a la Croix-Rouge hongroise sitot 

qu'il sera possible de prendre contact avec elle. M. H.E. Beckb 

delegue du CICR, a quitte Gene ve samed i pour Vienne a cet effet. 



Communique No 523 

Geneve , le 28 octobre 1956 

L ' action de l a Croix- Rouge pour la Hongrie 

Le Comit e international de l a Croix- Rouge communique 

Un contact t ele phonique a pu etre pris dans l'apres­
midi de dimanche avec l e Comite Centra l de la Croix- Rouge hon­
groise a Budapest, qui a conf irme la nec essite d'une aide urgente 
en plasma sanguin, medicaments et v ivres pour plusieurs milliers 
de victimes. Le porte -parol e de la Croix-Rouge hongroise a pre­
cis e en outre que toutes dis positions seraient prises pour per­
mettre l' atterrissage d'un avian suisse sur l'aerodrome civil 
de Feri-Hegy a Budapest des lundi matin. 

Le Comite int er national de l a Croix- Rouge , en etroit 
contact avec les autorit e s et l a Croix-Rouge suisses , a pris 
aussitot l es me sures necessaires a ce t effet . Un av ion special 
de la Swissair, don t 1 1 equipage s ' est po rte volont a ire , ct a 
bord duquel se trouv e un delegue du Comite international de la 
Croix- Rouge , M. Rene Bovey , doit qu i tter Klot en dans la nuit de 
dimanche po ur arriver lundi mat in a Budapest. 

Cet avian fera escal e a Vi enne , ou il prendra a son 
bard l e de leg ue du Comite i nt ernational de la Croix-Rouge de ja 
s .ur place, M. H. G. Beckh . Ces deux delegues ont pour mission de 
convoyer l es envois faits par l e Comit e i nt ernational de la 
Croix-Rouge et l es s ecours de diverses provenan ces, centralises 
par la Croix-Rouge autrichi enne , qui de son cote organis e une 
colonne de camions en direction de l a frontiere hungaro-tcheque . 
Deux avians hongrois, e ux aussi charge s de secours, assureront 
l'escorte de l'appare il suisse de Vi enne a Budapest. 

Le Comite inter national de l a Croix-Rouge poursuit s es 
efforts pour ven ir en aide, sans distinction, a tout es les vie­
times des evenements sur l' ense mbl e du t erritoire hongrois . 



Communique No 524 

Geneve, le 29 octobre 1956 

Action de l a Croix-Rouge en Hongrie 

Le Comite international de la Croix-Rouge a Geneve communique 

Dans la journee de lundi, le CICR a etabli un pont 
aerien pour l'acheminement de secours de Vienne a Budapest avec 
un D.C. 3 de la Swissair, specialement affrete par lui et deux 
appareils hongrois venus de Buda pest. 

Deux aller-retour de ces appareils ont permis de 
remettre a la Croix-Rouge hongroise 2.592 kg de plasma sanguin, 
662 kg de denrees alimentaires diverses et 1.674 kg de medica­
ments. La valeur de ces dons represente environ 60.000 francs 
suisses. 

Selon le premier .rapport des delegues du CICR, qui 
ant ccnvoye ces secours, ces envois ant ete re9us avec recon­
naissance. Il semble d'ores et deja qu'a Budapest les besoins 
en plasma sanguin soient couverts . Neanmoins il reste encore 
dans cette ville de grands besoins a satisfaire en materiel sa­
nitaire, equipement hospitali er (y compris l es ambulances ) , 
l a it en poudre et a liments pour enfants en bas age. Il en serait 
de meme en province. 

Il convient d'indiquer que d 1autres secours importants 
sont en voie d'acheminement; 24 appareils britanniques ont quit­
te Munchen-Gladbach en direction de Vi enne avec 72 tonnes de se­
cours. En outre, les Croix -Rouge s amer icaine, britannique, fran-
9aise, canadienne, italienne, danoise, belge, finlandaise, neer­
landaise, suedoise et du Liechtenstein ant annonce l'envoi de 
vivres et de medicaments. 

450"000 franc s suisses environ ce dons en especes 
sont parvenus deja au Comite int ernational et des collectes sont 
en cours en de nombr eux pays sur l'initiative des Croix-Rouges 
nationales ~ Plusieurs associations privees se sont jointes ace 
mouvement de solidarite. 

Le CI CR continuera journellement d'informer les do­
nateurs du developpement d e son activite qu'il s'efforcera. 
d'etendre a l'ensemble du pays " 
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ACTION HONGRIE 

h~r9u concernant les secours annonces a Geneve au 30.10.56, a minuit. 

Donateurs : 

allemande - Bonn 
allemande - Dresde 
americaine 
australienne 
belge 
',ri tannique 
,ulgare 

Croix-Rouges 

canadienne 
danoise 
finlandaise 
fran9aise 
irlanda ise - Dublin 
italienne 
du Lichtenstein 

luxembourgeoise 
neerlandaise 
neo-zelandaise 
norvegienne 
suedoise 
suisse 
uruguayenne 

et plusieurs autres organisations donatrices. 

Etat approximatif des dons en nature 

Ether 

Medicaments 

Albumine humaine 
Penicilline 

Morphine 
Medicaments divers 

Vivres 

Couvertures 

Pans em en ts 

Wiateriel 

1. 136 flacons 
3.660 Unites 
3. 592 kg 

1.000 flacons (360 kg) 

1. 200 flacons 
41,000 unites 

4,000 bout eilles (a 3 millions unites) 

38,674 kg 

76. 376 kg 
10 wagons (100 tonnes) 

2 camions 

2 tonnes (plus 1.000 couvertures) 

10 tonnes 
5 .000 yards 
2.000 bandages 
2.000 rouleaux de sparadrar 

7 ambulances= 275 lits envircn 
1 colonne de secours = 18 camions 1 

53 personnes. 
1 appareil de transfusion 
seringu~s 
fm.lms, etc. 

_FONDS RECUEILLIS : 523. 000. - francs suiss es. 

N.B.- La delegation du CICR a Vienne informe que la valeur des secours re9us 
a Vienne est approximativement de &.s. 1.200.000.- et que d'autres envois 7 
d'une valeur globale de &.s. 1.500.000.- sont deja promis. A 1 1 heure actuel-
1e, il est impossible d'evaluer exactement la quantite des secours deja ache­
mines par voie aerienne a Buda pest ou distribues en Hongrie; toutefois la 
Croix-Rouge hongroise annonyait le 30 octobre au soir qu'elle avait deja re­
gu, transportes a Budapest par l e pont aerien du Comite international de la 
Croix-Rouge, 90 tonnes de secours divers, comprenant des vivres, des medi­
caments et du plasma sanguin. 

-----J•------
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RED CROSS ACTION I N HUNGARY 

Summary of r elief announc ed · to: Geneva a s on Oc tob er 30, 1956 midnight 

List of donors: 

Nat iona l Red Cross Societies in: 

Australia 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Denma rk 
Easter:o. Germany 
Finland 

France 
Great Britai n 
Irel and 
Ita l y 
Li echtenst ein 

, Luxemburg 
Ne t herl ands 

New Zeal and 
Nor way 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Uruguay 
U.S.A. 
West ern Germany 

other donors: To9 ".numerous to be ment i one d i ndividua lly. 

Approximate nature of gifts 

Blood Plasma 

Ether 

Medica l Suppli es 
Human Albumine 
Penicillin 

Food 

Morphine ~ 

Various ·! 

Blankets 

Dressings 

Hospi t a l equipment 
and suppli es 

Cash dona tions 

Value 

1.136 bottl es 
3. 660 uni ts 
3. 592 kgs 

1.000 bottl es 

1. 200 bottles 
41.000 units 

4 ,000 bo t tles (3 million units ea ch ) 

38 . 674 kgs 

76, 376 
10 fre i ght cars (100 t ons approx. ) 

2 t ruck loads 

2 tons 
1000 blankets 

10 tons 
5,000 yards gauze 
2.000 bandage s 
2.000 rolls pl a ster 

7 ambulances= 275 be ds a pprox . 
1 r el i ef column= 18 vehicles 

sYringes 
f ilms 
a ppa r a tus 

53 medical pe rsonne l 

for blood tra nsfusion etc . 

523 .000, - Swiss francs approx. 

N. B. The I CRC Vi enna De l egation a nnounc es that t he va lue of r elief r eceived 
in Vienna is 1. 200 . 000.- Swiss francs appr ox., and that an additi onal 
1. 500.000.- Swis s francs has a lready been promised to date . 
It is, a t the present time, impossible t o stat e exactly how much r eli ef ha s 
a lready been flown int o Budapes t or distribut ed in Hungary; t he Hungarian Red 
Cross how ever a nnounc ed on Tuesday evening, October 30, t hat it had already 
r eceived 90 tons of vari r_1us r eli ef supp:Li es including food, mediC' a l suppli es 
and blood pla sma, flown in to Budapes t on the Int er m ti onal Committee ' s a ir­
lift. 



Press Release No 524 b 

Geneva , October 29th , 1956. 

RED CROSS ACTION IN HUNGARY 

The International Committee of the Red Cross communicates : 

In the course of Monday, the International Committee of 
the .Red Cross initiat ed and established an a ir-lift between Vienna 
and Budapest by means of a Douglas D. C,. 3 freighted from 11 SWISSAIR" 
and ~lso two Hungarf&1n planes which flew in from Budapest , Sunday 
evening . ' . 

The International Committee 's plane made two trips , one in 
the morning and one in the afternoon. On the first trip, as well as 
relief supplies, it flew two delegates fr om the International 
Committee; Messrs. Bovey and Becldl into Budapest 1 where they arrived 
at 11.15 a . m. and immedia t e ly took contact with representatives of 
the Hungarian Red Cross , 

In the course of their tr~ps the planes rushed over five 
tons of urgently required r elief into the city~ 2600 kg of blood 
plasma, donated by the Internat iona l Committee 7 1674 kg of various 
medical suppl~es (quman a lbumine , antitetanos and ant i gangrene se:ra) 
donated by the Swiss Red Cross, as we ll a s 680 kg of concentrated 
foods. The value of these gifts is about 60,000 Swiss francs . 

Gifts have been flowing in to the Austrian Red Cross and 
the permanent Delegation of the International Cornmit t ee in Vienna 
all day and will be shi pped on to Hungary tomorrow a nd on subsequent 
days. One of the most important of these gifts is from Britain: 
72 tons of various r elief suppl i es flown in to Vienna on 24 a ircraft 
from Munchen-Gladbach airfield . 

In the course of the l as t 24 hours the following have 
announced considerable gifts: the American , Liecht enstein , I rish , 
Danish, Belgian, Swedish, Finnish, Netherlands, . Canadian, Bri tish, 
New Zealand , East German, Ita lian, Fr ench and Lux emburg Red Cross 
Societi es as well as various other private Relief Agenc i es in Europe 
and Overseas . These gifts include blood plasma , dressings, anti­
biotics, sedatives, food a nd a l so gifts in money to a value of over 
450.000 Swiss francs. As this r elease is being drafted new gifts and 
offers of help a r e being r eceived every hour. 

The International Committee has just rec eived a preliminary 
report from one of its delegates on the spot, according to which 
supplies of blood plasma now a p:p3 a r sufficient for present needs in 
Buda pest. On the other hand t he hospitals and dispensari es in Buda­
pest and in the provinces have be ,_; n hard hit by events and there is a 
serious lack of hospita l equipment and supplies including ambulances , 
and also of powdered milk and foods especially foT small childr en . 
This r eport has been confirmed by the Hungarian Red Cross which again 
phoned to Geneva on Monday, 

' . 
The International Committee of the Red Cross will continue 

to keep the Press informed, by means of daily news r eleases , of the 
development of its action which it wi ll now seek to 
extend to the whole of the country. 
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Press release No 523 b 

Geneva, October 28th, 1956 

Red Cross action in Hungar1 

•• ; 

The International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva 
communicates: 

Communication was establi shed by phone, in the course 
of Sunday afternoon, with the Central Committee of the Hungari an 
Red Cross in Budapes t , which confirmed the need for urgent 
assistance and reQuested blood plasma, medical supplies and 
fond for many thousands of victims . Th e spokesman of the 
Hungarian Red Cross moreover underlined that all necessary 
steps would be t aken t o all ow a Swiss pl ane to land at the 
civil a~rport of Fery-Hegy near Bud a pest on Monday morning . 

•: The Int ernational Committee of the Red Cross , in close 
conta ct with the Swiss authorities and the Swiss Red Cross , has 
immediat ely taken all necessary steps towards this end . A spe­
cial Swissair plane with a crew of voluntee~s, aboard which a 
delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
Mr . Rene Bovey will also trave l , is scheduled to l eave Kl oten 
Airport nea r Zurich in the course of Sunday night, arriving 
Monday morning in Budapest . 

This plane will touch down in Vienna where it will 
pick up the Int ernationa l Committee of the Red Cross's special • 
dele gate on the spot Mr . H.G . Be ckh, These t wo delegates have 
as their mission t o convoy the supplies donated by the Inter­
national Committ ee of the Red Cr oss and also by various other 
national Red Cross Societies. The s e supplies a re at present 
being centra lised by the Austrian Red Cross Society , which for 
i ts part is organising a shuttle service of trucks in the direc­
tion of the Czek- Hungar ian frontier. Two hungarian planes , als o 
loaded with relief supplies , will escort t he Swiss plane from 
Vienna to Buda pest . 

The Internationa l Committee of the Red Cross will 
continue to persue its efforts with a view to assisting , wit hout 
distinction , all victims of events all over Hungary. 



Press Release No 522 bis b 

Geneva , October 27 , 1956 . 

Red CroBs action in Hungar1 

The International Committee of the Red Cross, in Geneva, 
o-,mmunicates: 

In r eply t o t he a ppeal l aunched from Buda pest by the 

Hungarian Red Cross Soc i e ty the Int er na tiona l Committee of the 

Red Cross ha s d espatched to its pe r man ent de l egate in Vienna , 

Mr . Guido Joubert, 600 units of h 1.1ma n a lbumine r eady for trans­

fusion as w~ll a s a quantity of fi eld dres 3ings. This gift , 

which was t±ansported to Vi enna by -the Swiss Red Cross, will 

be conveyed to the Austro-Hungarian fronti er, where it will 

b~ handed to the Hungarian Red .Cross as soon as it has been 

possible to esta blish conta ct with it . Mr. H. G, Beckh , special 

delega te of the I . C.R . C., l eft Geneva early Sa turday for Vienna 

with a view to establishing this c onta ct. 

,: 


