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RWANDA A RAY OF HOPE

BUT WHO WAS BEHIND THE MASSACRES?

Ifthereasons arejust,
the massacres are jus-
tified. In war, you
don’t consider the
consequences, you
consider the causes.
You cannot use that
word genocide be-
cause there are nu-
merous (Tutsis) sur-
viving
FranCois Karera,, former
prefet of Greater Kigali,
August 1994.

The men (and a few women)
who brought down the apocalypse
on Rwanda are known. And, while
some deny that any killing oc-
curred, others are often shame-
lessly frank about their role and
eager to justify genocide.

The killers include the profes-
sional interahamwe, soldiers, gen-
darmes, Presidential Guardsmen
and local government officials who
actually supervised and carried out
the killings. Some of these people
have been witnessed, with their
clothesliterally drenched in biood,
at the scene of massacres or at
roadblocks. And, above them, there
are the architects of genocide - the
men who held the highest offices
in the land, who controlied the
government, army and radio sta-
tions, and who planned and imple-
mented the killings from on high.

Few of these people actually
wielded machetes or even guns,
but it was their policies and words
that put guns and machetes in the
hands of so many people in
Rwanda. Some travelled the coun-
try inciting hatred, or spoke on the
radio, others were active behind
the3cenesencouraging theextrem-
ists and lending them logistical,

financial, political or diplomatic
support.

Habyarimana: Murdered by his own.

PRESIDENT
HABYARIMANA’S
FAMILY

President Juvenal
Habyarimana was the first victim
ofthekillings. This isdeeply ironic,
as perhaps more than any other
individual, he was responsible for
creating the organisations, ideolo-
gies and motives for the mass kill-
ing. However, it will be clear that
by the time of his death, the Presi-
dent himself had become an ob-
stacle to the progress of the ex-
tremist machine that he had done
so much to set in motion.

Immediately around
Habyarimana there was a circle of
men and women who had divided
the spoils of the country between
them. Most were from the
President’s own hill and that of his
wife, a group known asthe Akazu.
Close relatives of the President’s
wife, Agathe Habyarimana, were
particularly prominent. Her
brother, Col. Elie Sagatwa, a pri-
vate secretaryto Habyarimana, was
known as a member of the “Net-
work Zero” that was accused of
co-ordinating killings before 6
April; he was killed in the plane

crash, apparently a sacrifice that
the extremists were prepared to
make.

*Madame Agathe Habyarimana
herself is one of those who played
a central albeit unobtrusive role in
the extremist tendency during the
pre-6 April period. She is reported
to have been present at important
meetings where the activities of
the “Network Zero” plans for
eliminating the opposition were
prepared. She was also active in
supporting the extremist journal
Kangura and was associated with
the CDR. Immediately after 6
April, she was evacuated to France
on a French flight.

in exile, Mme Habyarimana has
been careful to cultivate the image
oftheapolitical widow whose prin-
cipal concern has been the burial
of her husband’s remains. But the
attempt to deflect attention from
her role in the genocide cuts littie
ice with Rwandese where her domi-
nant political role earned her the
nickname of “Kanjogera”, aftera
famous queen in Rwandese his-
tory, known for her domineering
and highly political role.

Unfortunately for Mme
Habyarimana, the launching of
Operation Turquoise led to in-
tense media scrutiny of the links
between the French government
and the Habyarimana family. She
is so confident of her innocence
that after accusations of her in-
volvement began to become pub-
lic, she immediately armed herself
with the services of three expen-
sive lawyers, in France, Belgium
and Cameroon. The lawyer shc
has hired to defend her in Paris.
Jacques Verges, is the lawyer who
defended Claus Barbie, the Nazi
war criminal known as the
“Butcher of Lyons™. Verges has
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also been retained by Carlos, the
man wanted in connection with a
wide range of terrorist attacks
worldwide.

Although international human
rights organisations called upon
Mme Habyarimana to use her per-
sonal authority with the interim
government and Presidential
Guard to condemn the killings and
hence help to bring them to a halt,
the Presidential widow was con-
spicuous by her silence. She is one
of the four co-defendants ina case
brought by the media pressure
group, Reporters sans Frontiers,
against individuals living in France
who were closely associated with
RTLM.

*Protais Zigiranyirazo is a
brother of Madame Habyarimana.
He used to be prefet of Ruhengeri
where he is held to have been re-
sponsible for widespread killings.
Hisinvolvementinillegal tradings
inendangered species and the mur-
der ofthe American naturalist Dian
Fossey was exposed by Nick Gor-
don in his book, Murder in the
Mist: Who Killed Dian Fossy? He
became a businessman with con-
nections in Canada, but was de-
ported from Canada in September
1993 after he had made death
threats against members of the
Rwandese community there. His
business connections became in-
tertwined with the President and
the Canadian aid programme. He
is one of the original shareholders
of radio RTLM. Currently in exile
in France, he has been named as
one of the four co-defendants in
the case brought by Reporterssans
Frontiers against RTLM;

*Seraphim Rwabukumbaisalso
a brother of Madame
Habyarimana. He was previously
head of the Bank of Rwanda and
later had his own import/fexport
business. He has also been impli-
cated in the activities of Network
Zero. He is currently in exile in

France.
The Interim Government

The self-proclaimed interim gov-
emnment that was ‘established on
8th April consisted entirely of ex-
tremists and their fellow-travel-
lers. Though the ministerial port-
folios were divided between five
parties: MRND, MDR, PL, PSD
and PDC. In a facade of continuity
from the previous government,
most cabinet positions were allo-
cated to the party that had held
them before. The CDR, in another
gesture of continuity, held no cabi-
net position. Government spokes-
men claimed that the new govern-
ment was in conformity with the
Arusha Accords. But, in violation
of the Accords, in all cases the
chosen politicians were selected
from the pro-MRND or “Power”
factions of their respective parties.
Most of the others were murdered.

Some cabinet members in the
interim government had no his-
tory of virulent extremism, merely
opportunism - they were brought
in, without real power, solely as a
propaganda facade to establish the
supposed broad base of the gov-
ermmment. Nonetheless, their will-
ing participation in a genocidal
government makes them accom-
plices to the crime.

*Dr Theodore Sindikubwabo,
president and member of MRND.
Qualified as a pediatrician, he is
from Butare. For the first twelve
days after the death of the Presi-
dent, Butare was peaceful.
Sindikubwabo then visited and
explicitly incited the population to
violence, asking them not to “re-
main unconcerned” by what was
happening in the rest of the coun-
try. He replaced the prefet who had
until that moment been respon-
sible for the calm prevailing. Prof.
Rene Degni-Segui. the speciai
rapporteur appointed by the UN
commission on Human Rights, has
singled out Sindikubwabo’s visit

to Butare as the prelude to wide-
spread killings in Butare. While
in Butare, Sindikubwabo went to
address a huge group of refugees
who had fled the violence in
Gikongoro. He accused them of
having fled famine in Gikongoro
and of having brought unease to
Butare. He told them to leave
Butare, adding “That it was un-
likely they would leave” because
“of all the frec porridge you are
getting”. He then held separate
meetings with the councillors. On
18 May, he visited Kibuye to urge
Hutus to kill Tutsis and publicly
congratulated the Hutu population
for having done its “work”. Re-
corded tapes from RTLM publicly
thank the president for his visit to
Kibuye;

*Felicien Kabuga, founding
shareholder and president of the
board of directors of RTLM radio.
Originally from Gisenyi, he is a
very wealthy businessman with
close connections to CDR. For a
long time, he was an intimate of
Habyarimana; his son is married
toHabyarimana’sdaughter. Atone
time, he put one of his houses in
Kigaliat the disposal ofthe MRND.

Inlate May, afterthe rump govern-
ment and its supporters were driven
to seek refuge in Gisenyi, Kabuga
set up a “Provisional Committee”

torally support for the regime and

what it called the “bravery and
sacrifice” shown by the armed
forces in “persecuting the enemy
and his people.” Kabuga was presi-
dent of the committee. Their deci-
sions were recorded in a letter
signed by Kabuga on 25 May in
which it was decided to set up a
Fund forNational Defense (Ikigega
Ndengera-Gihigu).

MILITARY AND PARA-MILI-
TARY OFFICERS

According tomany Rwandese
political observers, the interim gov-
ernment was essentially a front for
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REPUBLIQUE RWANDAISE (e Geserrret ﬂv
MINISTERE DES AFFATRES ETRANGERES v W o«
ET DE LA COOPERATION PP

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres et de la
Coopération, Dr. Anastase GASANA, a & regu au petit déjeuner ce 26 juillet par le Vice-
Challencier Allemand et Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, Son Excellence Monsieur Klaus
KINKEL, en visite au Rwanda.

Le Minise GASANA a brossé un tableau

exhaustif & son Hote de la situation socio-politique du Rwanda en mettant en exergue les efforts

. du Gouvernement d'Union Nationale dans le processus de réconciliation et de reconstruction du
- pays et ce, malgré la situation trés difficile qu'il a hérité le 19 juillet 1994.

Le Chef de la diplomatie rwandeise a profité de
P'occasion pour demander au Vice-Chancelier Klaus KINKEL le soutien de "Allemagne pour \_
I"application des recommandations du Sommet de Nairobi dont la principale est la séparation des >
réfugiés innocents des criminels, séparation considérée comme la clé du retour des réfugiés
rwandais.

Concernant le probléme de I'occupation illégale
des maisons, le Ministre GASANA a soilicité le soutien allemand au programme de constructio
des villages destinés aux sans-abris pour ainsi libérer les propriétés d'autrui. Ainsi se
trouveraient résolus et le probléme de propriété et le probléme d’harmonie entre la popuiatio:1>
Evitant ainsi une nouvelle dichotomie conflictuelle anciens et nouveaux réfugiés.

Dans sa réponse, le Vice-Chancelier Allemand 2
promis le soutien ferme et toujours accru du Gouvernement Allemand au Gouvernement
rwandais dans tous ses efforts de reconstruction et de réconciliation nationales,

Concernant précisément le probléme de la propriété
et la construction des villages, le Vice-Chancelier Kisus KINKEL a trouvé !'idée trds
intéressante et a promis 1'envoi de deux experts allemands pour approfondir davantage cette idée
pour sa mise en pratique éventuelle,

Enfin le Vice-Chancelier Allemand a conseillé su
Gouvernement et au peuple rwandais d’oeuvrer dans le sens de donner au monde une image d'un
pays, d’un peuple qui a besoin et qui est digne d’dtre aidé.

Fait 3 Kigali, le 26 juiller 1995,
Télesphore KAGABA

Chef de DiW' “thfdrd
fa !
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translation (original: French)

from: "Le P¢ tisan", no.27.

headline:

" NSANZUWERA:... AND IF TOMORROW THERE WERE ANOTHER
GENOCIDE "

text:
Press Conference

IPC [International press centre?] 11 May 1995, 2:00 pm

Mr Frangois-Xavier NSANZUWERA,

President of CLADHO ("Collectif des Ligues et Associations de Défense des Droits de I'Homme
au Rwanda" - Grouping of Leagues and Associations for the safeguarding of human rights in
Rwanda)

RWANDA: AND IF TOMORROW THERE WERE ANOTHER GENOCIDE ?

Why hold this press conference? It is now a bit more than a month since I left Rwanda where I
am Public Prosecutor at the Court of first jurisdiction of Kigali. I am also president of CLADHO
[see above] until the next elections which are to be held in the course of this month.

I have decided to stay in Belgium for a year at least.

Today people ask me to speak, to speak of justice in Rwanda, of the human rights situation in
Rwanda. Which is normal and even legitimate. But the problem is that I am subjected to
pressures of all kinds.

The most enthusiastic supporters of the authorities in power in Rwanda today reproach me for
having abandoned the pursuit of justice in difficult times, in which I was needed. The most
extreme even accuse me of desertion.

Those who are nostalgic for the former, genocidal régime, consider my departure as a defection
and ask me to make shattering declarations on present human rights violations. There are even
attempts to drag me into revisionism of the genocide.

It is not only the Rwandan community that exercises such pressures but even Belgian or French
friends or acquaintances. 1 am asked to take a position on the problematics of Rwanda.

On the 6th of April 1995 1 was taking part in a debate in Paris organized by "Reporters without
borders" on "The return of the media of hatred in Rwanda". I was staggered to observe in the
audience Europeans who consider themselves more Hutu than the Hutu of Rwanda, others who



CLADHO [see above].

The conditions in which I was working and in which my assistants are still working are
disastrous. Quite prosaically put, my office has no window panes. 1 have four assistants
(examining magistrates) to process eight thousand cases. I have been awaiting, since October
1994, the arrival of foreign magistrates to help us. Is law not universal?

Today, the aid that Rwandans of good will were awaiting, is still wanting. I felt abandoned and
betrayed.

I consider that I have a right to some rest. I lost more than half of my family in the genocide. My
wife lost her entire family, her parents, six brothers and sisters. She only has one brother left.
Don't we have the right to seek [some peace] a haven of tranquillity? That is why I accepted the
offer of a scholarship from the University of Antwerp which ensures me and my wife a modest
living but also makes it possible for me to continue to work, from Belgium, for the rehabilitation
of the Rwandan judicial system:.

Extremists from both sides claim to explain this difficult decision in their own way, indeed to
use it to their own ends.

Rwanda today is going through a grave crisis and the most shocking manifestation of this was
the events at Kibeho camp. Whatever the exact circumstances were, and they are as yet to be
determined by the Commission of Enquiry, the controversy over the number of dead appears to
me to be misplaced.

Another manifestation of this crisis: the disappearances have resumed. In a public communique
released by CLADHO on the of March 1995 I drew attention to the resurgence of this
phenomenon, whereas the situation seemed to have improved in that regard.

Rights of property are not respected. It indeed does seem as though some arrests are really due to
the struggle for property, land or houses.

The Patriotic Army and the political officers ["commissars"] of the RPF, those who are known as
ABAKADA, interfere in the running of the judicial system. Some judges are afraid of the Army.
The report published in April by the FIDH [International Federation for Human Rights?] and
Human Rights Watch is eloquent in this regard.

One year after the start of the genocide, democracy and justice are still being sought.
The phenomenon of impunity still exists.
None of those accused of genocide have been tried. The organizers of the genocide are still at

large in Zaire, Kenya, Cameroon, France and here in Belgium. The charging and taking into
preventive custody of two Rwandans by the Belgian judiciary is a very positive move. Itis a
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concrete challenge to the International 't ribunal and other judiciaries concerned. Belgium must
continue in the same vein, and go even further

A month ago I denounced the resumption of massive arrests and false accusations. I wish to
stress the fact that these arrests increased alarmingly after it was announced on national radio
that the Chief Prosecutor of the International Tribunal would not begin prosecutions before the

end of 1995.

If the situation in the prisons today is tragic, then the cynicism of the international community is
partly responsible.

In December 1994, I was invited, with my friend the President of the Burundian league of human
rights and Mrs STAINIER of FIDH, to appear before an inter-party group of the European
Parliament in Strasbourg. Even there I asked that the Rwandan judiciary be given assistance;
only the trying of the "genociders" could in any way help to achieve peaceful coexistence in
Rwanda. I explained that: "What happened in Rwanda in the course of April, May, June and July
1994 is an offence against humanity as a whole and demands that the international community
take energetic measures without delay so as not to commit the same mistakes: the reign of
impunity, the spread of violence, and indifference on the part of the international community"
and that: "One of the sole means whereby the Rwandan people can again live in peace, work for
national reconciliation and build democracy, is to reestablish confidence by setting up a true
Judicial apparatus and by setting in motion all legal procedures to release the innocent and to
convict the guilty".

The required judicial apparatus does not exist. Many judges died during the genocide. Others are
in Zaire, either because the were implicated in the genocide or because they are afraid to return.
Those who are still in Rwanda cannot dispense justice with serenity, not only because they must
face incredible material difficulties but also because of the interference of the military and of the
Abakada. In a plea for the rehabilitation of the Rwandan judicial apparatus, in January 1995, I
asked the Minister of Justice to call on foreign jurists to establish a Group of international jurists
to investigate the genocide, war crimes and human rights violations in Rwanda. I considered that
the refusal to help the Rwandan judiciary is tantamount to denying the Rwandan people's right to
the rule of law, its right to justice and to peace.

African and western jurists should mobilize to assist justice in this country so ravaged by
genocide. There is an urgent need for serious investigations not only on the genocide but also on
war crimes and on present human rights violations.

I should like to read you something written by a doctor, Claude AIGUESVIVES, a member of
Médecins du Monde. He is known for his humanism but also for his discretion.

"Charge: a million dead.

They have arrived! Laptops, walkie-talkies, Human Rights Convention under their arm, behind
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the whe 1 of their powerful Toyotas. At last ...how much time has been lost?

Shattered windows, ceilings starred by bullets, broken chairs, files on the floor; here is Monsieur
the Chief Public Prosecutor of Kigali, trying desperately to find a taxi...

Monsieur the Public Prosecutor of Kigali has only one case; the charge is one million dead...

Messieurs the human rights advisors have a lot of work, a lot of people are in prison today, the
situation is desperate, distressing, some of those in prison are certainly innocent...Something
must be done?

Monsieur the Public Prosecutor of Kigali has only one case; the charge is one million dead.. his
case interests no one, and still no taxi.

A riot breaks out at Kigali prison, shots are fired, maimed corpses lie strewn about the floor,
camera floodlights, the human rights advisors' fax machines whirr away.

There is considerable emotion. How can the victims of genocide behave in a similar way to that
of their executioners? To have been massacred so would no longer serve to teach any lessons? Is
violence of no consequence?

Monsieur the Public Prosecutor finally finds a taxi to go to the site of the riot, but it has already
been shown on CNN, the human rights advisors confirm, Monsieur the Public Prosecutor

departs.

We cannot understand a thing. A geopolitician explains to us the inexorability of these crimes
which are perpetrated on racial groups by turns.

So they are like the others then, and impunity can thus confuse victim and executioner.

Devilish simplification of the ellipsis; but the devil is just what it's all about, as well as the
Rwandan hell that the International Community does not wish to elucidate.

How can we judge evil when we fail to extricate it, to separate it from the ravaged community?
Condemned to absorb it; is it perhaps our only humanitarian sacrament?

1t is a difficult thing to digest; we will have to run, slide, zap to other places while affirming,
without believing it, that history will not repeat itself.

Monsieur the Public Prosecutor of Kigali is finally admitted, he is given his chance to speak, all
the representatives of the Universe are his audience. He is congratulated on his brief. It is then

placed next to those of Cambodia, Bosnia and of Kurdistan.

One's impression since then is that nothing is happening.”




I don't want to be that prosecutor.

If assistance is denied to the Rwandan judiciary the extremists (you can find them everywhere)
will take over and it is justice that will be denied. All the prisoners will die because Rwandan
prisons are overcrowded and the world will say: Rwanda, one more genocide. What cynicism!
As if Rwanda were condemned to live in a logic of violence.

To deny assistance to the Rwandan judiciary is to contribute to the perpetration of a culture of
impunity and to abandon the Rwandan judges to their fate. It is to strengthen the extremist
elements that discourage today those who had hoped, after the defeat of the "genociders”, in the
advent of a new Rwanda in which human rights would be respected. To deny assistance to
Rwanda judiciary is to strengthen those who today arbitrarily divide the population into two
categories, the "pure" and the "assassins", according to the supposed ethnic origin of one person
or another.

To deny assistance to the Rwandan judiciary is to raise the spirits of the assassins, the
"genociders" who, in their camps in Zaire, thus strengthen their grip on refugees who are
innocent by telling them that there is no justice in Rwanda.

To deny assistance to the Rwandan judiciary is to abandon the members of the human rights'
defense associations who are today denouncing courageously, as they did in the past, the
violations and breaches of a person's rights. If a Rwandan judicial apparatus doesn't emerge, the
risk is that in future these people will keep silent, so as not to betray the memory of the victims
of the genocide and in order to survive if the extremists get the better of the moderates, and by
their silence become accomplices.

The people have a right to the rule of law. They must be given their last chance. And if the
international community does not want to be accused of moral fraud, it must act. It must act to
strengthen the moderates. The victims of the genocide, in their eternal rest, are watching us all.
They are dead, victims of a tyrannical regime. Their dream, for the survivors and the other
groups that make up Rwandan society, is of a Rwanda where the rule of law prevails over brute
force.

And I, in this welcoming land, I claim the right to be left in peace, to be understood even. There
are in Rwanda Rwandans who see themselves as Rwandans and not as Hutu or Tutsi. I would
like to be one of them. If tomorrow the international community that did nothing before the
genocide, during the genocide and after the genocide does something by way of real assistance to
the Rwandan judicial system, I am prepared to return to Rwanda and to return to my functions;
to serve in complete independence and in the manner that I consider best befits that office.

Bruxelles, 11 May 1995
signed: Frangois-Xavier NSANZUWERA.

[P,



=
-
, f >

n‘\“

Lepartisan N° 27 page 17

“_NSANZUWERA: ...ET S| DEMAIN IL Y AVAIT UN
AUTRE GENOCIDE ?

Caaférence de_presse
IPC, 11 mal 1995, 14:00 hesiths

Monsteur Frangoie-Xavier NSANZUWERA,
1¥#dent du CLADHO (Collectif das Ligues et Assaciations de Défenar des Droits
de I'Homme 2a Rwands}
Procureur de fa République pris le Tribunal de premilre instance de Kigali

BRWANDA: EX ST DEMAIN 1L Y AVAIT UN_AUTRE GENOCIDE?

~'¢:x‘ruoi cette conférence 7 Cela fait un peu plus d'un mols que j'ai quitts 1o

o da ot je suls Procureur de 1a République prés fe tdibunal de premidre
‘tance de Kigali. Je suls également Président du Collectif des Ligues et
sevaations de défence des droits de Thomme (CLADHO) jusqu'aux prochaines
sctions qui auront liey dans le courant de ce mois.

T'décidé de regter-an Bejgiqieippndpnt-une’annde au molns s v vy

sjdurdhul, les gens me demandent de parler, de pu‘rler de fustice au Rwanda,
» th s.tuation des droits de 'homme au Rwande. Ce qui est normal et méme
sitime. Mais le problkme est que je subis des pressions de tous genres.

s"plus lal_\atiquu du pouvoir rwandais actuel me reprochent ‘d‘avoir
<mdor\n(‘l‘t justice dans dec moments difficlles o l'on avait besoin de moi. Les
up durs m'actusent méme de désertion.

t neomigiques de Uanclen régime génocidaire considirent mon départ du
"',"’W’mm. une défection et me demandent de faire des déc)arations
annnntel"lur fes violstions actuelles des drolts de 'homme. L'on va, méme
squ'h tenter de mentrafner dans le révisionnisme du génocide. )

- .n‘est pas uniquement la communauté rwandaise qui exerce cette pression,
ais méme des‘ amis ou des connaissances belges et fran¢ais. L'on me demande
. Prendre position dans la problématique rwandaise.

o date du 6 avril 159, je participals A Pacis k un débat organisé par R

! . eporter S
?nu&re.s, dont le thtme était : “Le retour des médias dor%n hn(n‘: au Rr:wnr:r:n".nm
si éré sidére de constater que dana V'auditolre Ii y avalt des européens qui se
‘nsidérent plus hutu que fet hutu du Rwanda, d'autres qui se considéraient
as tutsi que des tutst du Rwanda,

sjourd'hui, je suls écartelé entre ces deux courants,

¢ cette ct.mlé,rcnco, Jai voulu proclamer haut mon drslt & ne pas choisir 1a voie
1 extrémistes huty ou tutsl ainsi que de leurs sympatisants réciproques ict ou .
'feurs. Je réclame mon refus de me volr classé dang tel ou tel courant. ['ai

oisi 2 voie de la modération, de la justice et du drolt.

2 décidé de prendre du recul aven le passé cécent. Pourquoi?

1990, j'étais Procureur de la République pris le Tribunal de l¥re Instance de
gali. Jat connu les arrestations massives et arbitraires suite 3 Kattaque du FPR,
. 1er octobre 1990, J'ai suivi la naissance, let faux pas et les dérapages du
wltipartisme au Rwanda. I'al connu les manifestations sauvages des adhérents
¢ Uancien patti unique, le Mouvement républicain national pour le

svel " ment (MRND) et son allié, la Coalition de la défense de 12 Réput  jue

ZDRYe pacti extiémiste ButUmegaorrpu@nit b cove w1z S ,

a 1993, i publié un livre intitulé : "La magistrature ruandaise dans 'éau du
owuvoir exécutif. La peur et le silence, complices de I'arbitroire”. Au début de ce
‘vre, jécrivais 1 “Plus que jamais la peur est B, peu de gens osent dinoncer
arbitraire. L'on se rifugie derritre lo silence”.

_n janvier 1994 dans une lettre adressée au Mirtistre de la Justice et au Procureur
Sénéral, attirais L'attention sur le climat da psychose généralisé qui régnant dons
« capitale rwandaise.

“n février 1994, dans une émission radiodiffusé b laquelle participaient
-galement le Préfet de In Préfecture de 1a_Ville de Kigali et le Commandant de
Sroupement de la Gendacrnerie nationsle, je d.clarais qu'un climat d'insécurité
rénéralisé régnait dans la Capitale, que I'Etat na protégeait pas la population et
[ue celle-ci ne savait k quel saint se vouer.

_a date du 7 avril 1994 marquait le début du génocide des rwandais d'ethrue tuts:
.t les massactes des rwandais hutu de Popposition, génocide et massacres qui ont
oris fin avec la défaite des Forces armées rwandaises (FAR} et le départ au Zatre
1u GCouvernement génocidalre du tsndem Kambanda Jean - Sindikubwabo
Théodore.

Cendant le génocide, j'dtais réfugid b {Hotel des Mitlas Collines. Je {it purtie du
convoi de 1a MINUAR qui, lors dune tentative d'évacuation le 3 mai 1994, fut
sloqué par Yes miliciens interahamwe et les para-commandos rwandals. Blessé
rors de cette tentative d'évacuation, fe suls resté A UI15tel des Millas Collines
jusqu' ce que je trouve tefuge 1o 27 mal 199¢ dans une zone contrdlée slors por
e FPR.

Apres le génocide et Uinstailation du gouvernement sctuel, f'al repris en juitiet
1994 mes fonctions de Procureur de la République pris le Tribuaal de 12re
instance de Kigali. J'ai 4galement été éiu Président du Collectif des Ligues et
Associations de délense des droits de ['homme su Rwanda (CLADHO).

Les conditions dans lesquelles {'al travaillé et dnns lesquell - continuent de
travailler mes adjoints sont désastreuses. Trds prosalquer nt, & Yheure actuelle,
mon bureau n'n pas de vitres. e dispose de quatre adjolnts (magistrats
insteucteurs) pour traiter hui€ mille dassiers. Dapuis octobre 94, j'af evy.éré ent ia
venue de magistrats dtrangers pour nous sider. Le diolt west-il pas universel ?

Aujourd’hui cette aide que les Rwandais de bonpe volonté attendaient fait
toujours défaut. Je me suis Yenti abandonnd et trahi.

y‘e'.hmﬂ q\ié iai droit su repos. §ai perdu plus de la moitié d,' ma {amille dans 1[:
génocid'e. Mon épouse a petdu toute s& famille, ses pacents, six ¥rdres at soeurs.
lui reste un seut {rdre. N'avons-nous pas droit de chercher un ha\‘lu de
W (*I ititd. Crest ainsi que j'ul accepté une bourse d'études que m'a offerte
W k'xg;‘fsi&é d'Anvers qui me permet de vivre modestement avec mon épouse
mals ‘égalér;\em de continuer & travailler, depuis la Belgique, & 1a réhabuditation
de bappareil judiciaire rwandais.

v

Cette décision difficile, les extrémistes des deux botds prétendent T'expliquer L
Jeur manitre, voire la cécupirer.

f\'uj.our’:i’hui, fe Rwandn traverse une crise grave. ‘dont la manileslat‘io'n i: plus
c‘hoquanleven celle deg vénements du camp de Kibeho. Qu‘-lles qu'sient pu en
2tze les Eirconstances exactes, qui doivent encore dtre détermindes par l.a
Commission internationsle d'enquite mise en place, la controverse qui porte sur

e nombre des morts me parait déplacée.

'?\L\ﬁe-maniiesmlion de cette cirse: les disparitions ont repn':‘. Daf\s un
communiqué rendu public par CLADHD le 20 mars 1995, ]n‘ltiuj: lallef\tx?n sue
]a vésurgence du phénomdne deg disparitions, alors que 1a situation #vait, jusque
"I!'\\'.'umhlé..l‘:méliorer A cat égned.

X e droit de propri‘été west pas yospecté, 1l samble bien que certaines arcestations
ftouvent en rénlité leur source dans ta lutte pour les biens, les terrey ou les

rhaisons.

L' Arnée patriotique‘d les commissaires politiques du FPR, ceux que l‘o.n connait
ous le nom d'ABAKADA, s'ingdrent dans le !onctionne}nent de la justice. Des
'ii{agistrats ont peur de 'Armée. Le rapport publié en avril por la FIDH et Human

"nights Watch est éloquent & cet égard.

UR an aprés le début..du génocide, s démocratie et la justice se cherchent encore.
) ) du §
Le phénomdne de I'impunitd est toujours présent.

Aucun prévenu du génocide n'a é1¢ jugé. Les cerveaux dx{ génodde.som toujours
en liberté au Zalre, au Kenys, au Cameroun, en France et ic en B.elgfque. o
Liinculpation et 12 mise en détention préventive de deux rwandais par la justice
belge constitue un geste trés positif, et interpelle de manidre concrbte le Tnbunal
pénal"mlematioml, et les autres systdmaes ].udlciairu concatnés, La Belgique dost
poursuivre dans celte voie, et aller plus loin encore.

Ny a ‘;m mois, je m'¢levais contre la recrudescence d'nrre‘stations massives et de
dénonciations calomnieuses. Je voudrais insister sut le fait que ces'nrresl.:mons

ont augmenté d'une manidle inquiétante nprb:‘ T'annonce, 3le .rudxo nationale,

:que le Procureur Géndral du Tribunal Jntermational wentamerait pas les

" poursuites avant 1a fin de Pannée 1995,

Si aujourd’hui la situation dans les prisons est tragique, le cynisme de la
communauté internationale y est pour quelque chose.

En décembre 1994, devant un Intergroupe du Parlement Europden 3 Strasbourg
o4 javais été invité avec mon ami le Président de ta Ligue burundaise des droils
de Fhomme ¢t Madame Catoline STAINIER de Ia FIDH, et méme ici javois
demandé quion aide I3 justice rwandaise, que seuls les jugements des
“génocidaires” contribueraient & fa cohabltation pacilique au Rwanda. Jawais
expliqué que : "Ce qui s'est passé au Ruanda au cours des mois d'ayril, mm jun
et juillet 1994 est une atieinte & P'humanité entidre ¢t exige que fa Communnfté
internationale prenne des mesures énergiques dang les plus brefs délais afin s
ne pas relowmber dans les mémes erreurs : rigne de impunitl, développement
de la violence ef indifférence de la Commanauté internationale” et que @ “Un de
seuls mnoyens de permeitre au peuple rwandais de relrouver la paix, d'veuvrer #
la réconcitiation nationale et de construire la démocratie, c’est de rélabliv In
confiance en mellant sur pied un vérilable appareil judiciaire ¢l en engageant
toutes les procidures lgales visant 3 I'Hargissement des innocents el aux
jugements de fous les coupables™.

Cet appareil judiciaire n'existe pas. Beaucoup de magisteats sont morts pendant
génocide. D'autres se trouvent au Zalre; soit parce qu'its gont impliqués dans 1e
génocide, soit parce qu'lls ont peur de revenir. Ceux qut sont sur place ne
peuvent pas teridre justice dans la sérénitd, non seulement parce qu'ils doivent
faire (ace A des difficultés matdrielle inoufes, mais aussi en ralson de lingécence
des militaires et des Abakada,

Dans un réquisitoire pour tn réhabilitation de tappareil judiclaire rwandais, an
moe de janvier 1995, jo demandxie au Ministre de {a juctice de faire nppol & de<
juristes étrangecs pour la création d'un Collectif de jurister ntsrnationaux pon
#nquiter sur le génocide, les crimes de guecre at los violstions des droits de

Fhomme au Rwanda. J'estimols que le rafus d'aider In justice rwandaise ravies
& niee au peuple rwandsis son'droit au droit, son drolt b a justice el & 1o pox. *

.Des juristes africains et occidentaux devraient e mobiliser pour aider la justice
sdart ce pays meurtrl par fe génocide. §l y = urgence & falre des enquétes sécleus.



nont seclement sur {e génocide mals également sur les crimes de guarre et les
violations actuelles des droits de 1honana.

e voudrais vous lire un texte écrit par yn m#c.h-cin, Claude AIGUESVIVES,
membre de Médecing du Monde. Il est connu pour gon humanisme mars
sgalement pour sa discrétion.

Chef dinculpation : un million de snort.

]

ts sout arnieés | Osdivateur portables talkie-walkie en bundoullsire, Convedition
‘e Dhroits de VHomme sous.le bros; voi1d les obtervaierrs des Diois e
itompis au volant de lensr Toyota ‘puissante. Enfin... que de lemps perdu ?

‘eres cassées, plafoud éoilé par les ivipects de balles, chaises défoncées, dossiers
méme Ir sol; voici Monsiewr le Procurenr Chef de Kigali, il recherche
éséspérement wun laxi..

icasienr e Procureur de Kigali n'a qu’un dossier ; chef dinculpation un
dlion de mort...

wirurs les conseillers des Droits de !'Homme ont beaucoup de lravail,
swcoup de monde aujoud hui en prison, la situstion esi désespérante,
'§eartle, cerlains en prisons sonl sdrement inmocents... Il faut frire quelque
<y 7

ssieur le Procureur de Kigali n'a qu'un dossier; clef d'inculpation un million
marts.... Son dossier n'intéresse personne, el loujours pas de laxi.

« émente éclate ¥ la prison de Kigali, coups de fen, corps mutilés qui jonchent

sel, wntiere de caméras, crépitement des Jax des conseillers des droits de
omme,

o -esl importanie. Comment des victimes de génocide peuvent-elles se

; .-mnu.lcur bourreau ! Avoir H¢ aulan! miassacré we sesvirait-l plus
teon ¢ La violence serail-elle gratuite ?

isteur le Procureur de Kigali trouve enfin un taxi pour se rendre sur les lieux
sesite sdes prisonniers, mais les images sont dé2 suy CCN, les conszillers des
s de I'Homme confirment, Monsieur le Procureur s doigne.

v me comprevons plus rien. Un glopoliticien wous explique I'inexorabilité de
crimes qui tour & lour frappent uns ethnie.

s dls &aient comme les autres; ainsi I'impunité pourra confondre viclines et
reaux,

lifieation d.x'aboliquc de celle llipse; mais il est bien question du diable et de
r twandais que la Communaulé Internationale ne souhaite pas élucider,

sent juger le mal, quand nous sommes incapables de le retrancher, de fe

r de In commurautd meuririe. Condamndé X. {'absorber: il est peut-étre
seul viatique humanitaire ?

tstion cst difficile il wous faudra courrir, glisser, zapper sur d'autres lieux
Hmant sans y croire que histoire”ne tecommencera pas. -

Moutsieur le Procureur de Kigali décourngé est enfin regu, il §'exprime devant
tous les représentants de univers. Il est félicité pour son dossier. Il est posé & cité
de celui du Cambodge, de la Bosnie ou du Kurdislan...

Depuss on Uimpression qu’il ne se passe rien.”

Je voudrais na pas 8tre ce procureur- 1b,

Si ton refuse d'aider {a justice rwandaise, les axtrAmistes (i y en & partout) vont
prendre le dessus ot il 0y aurn pns de justice. Tous les prévenus mourront cat les
prisons rwandaises sont surpeupl4ées et le monde dira : Rwanda: un génacide de

plus. Quel cynisme ! Comme si le Rwanda était condamné A vivre dans une
logique de fa violence.

Refuser d'ader le Rwanda en matibre de justice, c’est contribuer & la perpétration
de in culture de Fimpunité, c'est abandonner los magistrats rwandais, cest
renforcer des groupes d'axtrémistes qui aujourdhul découragent ceux qul
avatent espéed, aprés {a défaile des génocidalres, Vavinement d'un Rwanda
respectueux des droits de 'homme. Refuser d'aider le Rwanda en mattre de
justice, c'est renforcer ceux qui, aujourd’hul, divisent arbitrairement la
population en deux catégories, calle das “purs” et celle des “assassing”, selon
T'origine ethnique supposée das une ou des autres.

Refuser d'aider 16 Rwanda en matidre de justice, c'est renforcer le morst des
ascassins, des génocidaires qui, dans leg comps du Zalre, renforcent leur emprise
sur des réfugits innocents en leur disant qu'ti n'y a pas de justice au Rwanda.

Refuser d'aider le Rwanda en matidre de justice, c'est abandonnertes-membres
des z-sociations de défense des droits de Yhomme' qui dénoncent aujourdhui
avec courage, comme ils {'ont fait par le passé, les vlpla(iom, les atteintes aux
droits de la personne humaine, mals qui risquent demain, si un apparei
judicizire rwandals ne naft pas, de se taire et de verdr ainsi complices par leur
silence, pour ne pas trahir la mémoire des victimes du.génocide et pour survivre
si les extrémistes prennent le dessus des moddrés.

Le peuple rwandais a droit au droit. 1 faut lui donner sa demnidre chance. Etla
communauté internationale, si ell¢ ne veut pas &tre accusée d'escroquerie
morale, doit agir. Elie doit agir pour renforcer les modérés. Les victimes du
génocide, dans leur repos ¥ternel, nous regardent tous. Iis sont motts, victimes
dun régime tyrannique. Hs révent, pour les rescapéds et les autres groupes

composant la société rwandaise, d'un Rwanda ot le droit a le dessus sur la force
brutale.

Et moi, dans ce pays d'accugil, je réclnme le droit A la tranquillité, méme 4 la
compréhension. Il existe au Rwanda des Rwandais qui se reconnajssent
Rwandais, et non Hutu ou Tutsi. ['almerals 2tre da ceux-fr. Si demain, la
communauté internationale qui n'a risn f2it avant le génocide, pendant e
génocide et aprds e génocide fait quelgue chose en aldant réellement la jusuce
rwandaise, je suis prét b repartic pour le Rwanda, pour y exercer mes fonctiens sn

toute indépendance, et de la manidre dont Jestime qu'elles devraient pouvowr y
Atte axercées,

Bruxelles, fe 11 moi 95.
Frangois-Xavier NSANZUWERA.

. >
ﬁ'l'l 1(':';””‘/
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translation (original: French)
from: "Le Partisan”, no.27.

headline:
""Rassemblement pour le retour des refugiés et la democratie au Rwanda -

(RDR) -["'rally", or grouping, for the return of the refugees to, and
democracy in, Rwanda]

Position of the RDR on the report of the '"'Independent international
commission of inquiry on the events at Kibeho"

text:

The "Independent international commission of inquiry”, set up by the RPF Government to
investigate the massacres perpetrated by the RPF army at the displaced persoons camp at
KIBEHO between the 17th and 22nd of April 1995, submitted its report on the 18th of May
1995. The Kigali Government seems to be satisfied with the report's conclusions because it
forthwith circulated it very widely. It believes that it has proven yet again its ability to
manipulate international public opinion by exploiting to its advantage the tragedies it has
unceasingly provoked in Rwanda since its invasion on the 1st of October 1990.

The RDR [see above] disputes the obliging conclusions of this report. It is an attempt to wash the
blood of the innocent [victims] of KIBEHO from the hands of the Kigali Government in spite of
the testimony of independent eye-witnesses who were present, on-the -spot at the time of the
events, and of the statements made by members of the Kigali Government. The only guilty party
is judged to be the RPF Army, even if its structural deficiencies, as enumerated in the report,
seem to be considered to constitute extenuating circumstances.

The responsibility of the present Government is however seriously involved if one turns in
particular to the penultimate paragraph of page 7 of the English version of the report, which
says: " In support of the strategy to close the camps, at the request of the Minister of
Rehabilitation and Social Integration and of the Minister of the Interior, and after consulting with
the President, the Vice-President/Minister of Defense decided to deploy the armed forces to
surround the Hutu in the remaining [both the English and the French versions consulted by the
translator to ensure consistency do not say this but say:... to surround the remaining eight] IDP
camps, including KIBEHO".

THAT IS THE CRUX OF THE PROBLEM! The Government must answer a series of
fundamental questions including the following:

1) Why was the RPF Army - whose hostility towards the displaced persons, whom it considers
as ennemies, is known, without forgetting also that those people distrust it and consider it an
army of occupation - used in a military operation to besiege a camp of more than one hundred
thousand people all together, men, women, children and the aged ?
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2) If the Government's intention was not to massacre these people, then why did it deploy arms
as destructive as rocket launchers, machine-guns and mortars? Let us remember that the UN
assistance mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR) had already undertaken operations intended to seek
out and confiscate hypothetical weapons that the Rwandan Government had said were stocked in
the displaced persons' camps? It must be noted that the siege of the camps was accompanied by a
drastic curtailment in the supply of food and water and other services provided to the displaced
persons in order to force them to leave the camp (cf penultimate paragraph of page7 [?page 87]
of the report) which only exacerbated tension in the camp.

3) Why did the Government choose, against the advice of some of its partners, the most radical
of the five options proposed (cf page6 of the report) which was that of "closure (of the camps),
as soon as possible and by all possible means", which it was well known would provoke the most
resistance and, inevitably, violence by forcing people to return to their home communes when
they still feared for their safety?

4) Why were the "policing” and security functions not entrusted to UNAMIR who has more than
five thousand troops in Rwanda and whose mandate is precisely to " protect displaced persons
against any threat, from whichever direction?"

In any case, it is not possible to disassociate the responsibility or the FPR Army, which is well
established, from that of the Government, when one knows of the preponderance of the Army in
all State institutions, in the Parliament and in the Government. Its supreme commander is none
other than the Vice -President/Minister of Defence, who had announced on Radio Rwanda on the
28th of March1995, at his return from China, that the displaced persons camps would soon be
closed by whatever means necessary, and that the people concerned should be prepared for
shock treatment!

The other question on which the Kigali Government would have liked to be cleared is that of the
NUMBER OF VICTIMS OF THE KIBEHO MASSACRE. The Commission asserts that even if
it was unable to determine the number THROUGH LACK OF TIME AND OF MEANS, it was
higher than the official count at KIBEHO. It also states that "scientific proof has corroborated
the testimony according to which corpses from the KIBEHO incident were buried outside
KIBEHO".

This assertion corroborates other testimony according to which the RPF Army removed corpses
by truck far from KIBEHO in order to bury them in previously drug, secret mass graves, with a
view to minimizing the number of victims of the massacres of the 22nd of April 1995. In this
regard, witnesses have alledgedly counted 265 corpses buried in mass graves in MUSUNZU
sector, Nshili Commune (Gikongoro Prefecture); the same type of operation was repeated in
other Communes of Gikongoro, and even in neighbouring Butare Prefecture.

IN CONCLUSION, the report of the Commission of inquiry should satisfy no one and, for the
truth to be revealed, the RDR requests that a truly INDEPENDENT, and especially NEUTRAL,
International Commission of Inquiry be established under the aegis of the United Nations High
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Commission for Human Rights, or of a well known organization such as Amnesty International.
The Rwandan Government would have no other role than to answer the questions of the
investigators. Indeed, it is inacceptable that the Government that is accused of having planned
and executed the massacres at KIBEHO should continue to be a judge in its own case!

Indeed, one is entitled to cast doubt on the "independence” of the preceeding Commission
because its establishment and composition were decided by the Rwandan Government who
retained for itself a choice position on the Commission, going as far as choosing its Officers as
demonstrated when the representative of Rwanda, Christine UMUTONI, Principal Private
Secretary to the Minister for Rehabilitation and Social Integration, vetoed the Canadian
delegate's proposal to appoint the French prosecutor Brisset-Foucault as Rapporteur (cf "Jeune
Afrique" n0.1793 of 18 to 24 May 1995, page 14). It appears that "she forthwith opposed it,
referring to France's partiality"! It cannot be said that confidence reigned within the
Commission.

Moreover, the report indicates that the Commission was assisted by representatives of various
Ministries of the Rwandan Government in a consultant expert capacity and, to complete the
picture, the Commission's terms of reference were dictated by the Rwandan Government (cf
paragraph 2 of the report) in the form of four questions (cf the paragraphs 3 of the report [ ? the

paragraphs on page 3 of... ?] ).

The new Independent and Neutral International Commission of Inquiry should also be concerned
with looking into the fate of the survivors of KIBEHO who are supposed to have returned to
their home communes but many of whom, according to various testimonials, never arrived there;
some were killed either by the Army or by the former, repatriated refugees who have occupied
their property since last year, or by asphyxiation in commune prisons or in military camps.

Until this tragedy is fully investigated, the countries and organisations who have not been duped
by the RPF's usual manipulations and who have indeed imposed sanctions on its Government,
are urged to pursue the sanctions until this Government proves by its acts that it respects the
rights of all Rwandan citizens, as much in regard to those who are in the country as in regard to
the millions of refugees who wish to return and whose return to their country must take place, as
the RPF must accept, in security and in dignity.

Ambassador Claver KANYARUSHOKI
Foreign relations spokesman.



SSEMBLEMENT POUR LE RETOUR DES REFUGIES ET LA
DEMOCRATIE AU RWANDA (RDR)

POSITION DU RDR SUR LE RAPPORT DE "LA COMMISSION D'’ENQUETE
INTERNATIONALE INDEPENDANTE SUR LES EVENEMENTS DE KIBEHO"

l.a "Commission d'Enquéte
Internationale Indépendante” mise sur
pied par le Gouvernement du FPR pour
faite  da lumidre  sur {es  nassacres
perpélies par Aumée du FPR dans le
camp de personnes déplacées de
KIBEHO entie le 17 et le 22 awiit 1995, a
déposé son rappoit le 18 maj 1995 Le
Gouvernement de Kigali semble satisfait
des conclusions de ce rapport parce qu'il
en a fait aussitdt une trés large diffusion.
Il croit qu'il a prouvé une fois de plus, sa
capacité de manipulation de ['opinion
publique internationale en exploitant en
sa faveur les tragédies qu'il n'a cessé de

provoquer au Rwanda depuis son
invasion du 1er octobre 1990.
lLe Rassemblement pour e

. .urdes Réfugiés et la Démocratie au
Rwanda (RDR) conteste les conclusions

complaisantes de ce rapport qui 'efforce
de laver les mains du Gouvernement de
<igali du sang des innocents de KIBFHO,
malgié  les  téinoignages  de  tdmoins
oculaires indépendants présents sui les
lieux au moment des faits ainsi que les
déclarations des memnbies du
Gouvernement de Kigali. Seule FArmée
du FPR est jugée coupable méme si le
rapport  semble  lui  trouver des
circonstances atténuantes en énumérant
ses déficiences stiucturelles,

La  responsabilité de ce
Gouvernement est pourtant sérieusement
engagée si l'on Se rapporte notamment
at contenu de l'avant dernier paragraphe
de la page 7 du rapport (version anglaise)
qui dit ceci: "En appui & la stratégie de
fermer les camps A la demande du
Ministre de la Réhabilitation et de

I'Intégration Sociale ainsi que du Ministére
de lintérieur, et aprés avoir consulté la
Président, le Vice Président/Ministte de |a
Délense a décidé de déployer les Forces
armées pour encercler les hutu dans les
camps de personnes déplacées restants,
y compiis celyi de KIBFHO"

LE NOEUD BU PROBLEME

EST LA ! Le Gouvernement doit répondre
A une série de questions fondamentales

dont celles-ci

1) Pourquoi 'Armée du FPR -dont on
connait Ihostilité qu'elle a toujours nourri
A 'égard des personnes déplacées quelle
considére comme des ennemis, sans
oublier aussi que cette population se
méfie de cette armés considérée comme
une armée d'occupation-, a-t-elle é&té
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utilisée pour menet une opdration militaire
d'assiéger un camp de pius de cent mille
personnes, homines, femimes, enfants et
vieillatds confondus ?

Sy a fedention da Couverieend ifdé bl
pas de massacier les gens, pourquol ot
daployé les anmes aassi deshiuclives que
los lanee roquettes, les mitiailletses et
fee moitiers 2 Rappelons que I Mission
does Hations Tinles potr PAsststnce i
Rwanda  (MINUAR) vt effectué
aupatavant des opérations de techerche
of de canfiscation d'hypothdliques atmes
que e Gouvernement Rwandas disait
Otre stockées  dans  fes
personnes daplacées 2 1 {ant noter que le
sifrge des camps s'est accompagné d'une
réduction diastique  d’appiovisionneiment
en nourtiture, en eait ot d'autres setvices
=ax persopnes déplacées powr les fotcer
w. quitter le cainp (¢t avant dernier
patagtaphe, page 7 du rappoit), ce qui
n'a fait qu'exacerber les tensions dans le

camp.

camps  de

3) Pourquoi le Gouvernement a-t-il choisi,
contre favis de certains de ses
partenaires, la plus radicale des cing
options  proposées {(cfr page 6 du
rapport), qui est celle de "la fermelure
(des camps), aussitét que possible et par
tous les moyens possibles”, dont on
‘savait bien qu'elle provoquerait le plus de
1ésistanices et inévitablement  des
vinlences en forgant les gens & retourner
sur leurs collines d'origine alots qu'elles
craignaient toujours pour leur sécurité ?

4) Pourquoi les tadches de "police” et de
sécurité lors de cette opération de
“~rmeture forcée des camps n'ont-elles
45 été confiées a la MINUAR qui a plus
de cinq mille soldats au Rwanda et dont

la principale mission est justement de
"protéger les personnes déplacées contre
tous risques d'oll qu'ils viennent"?

De toutes fagons, on ne peut pas
dissocier la responsabilité de I'Armée du
FPR qui elle est bien établie, de celle de
son Gouvernement alors que l'on sait la
prépondérance de cette Armée dans
toutes les institutions de [I'Etat au
Parlement, au Gouveinement et dont le
Chef supréme n'est autre que le Vice-
Président/Ministre de la Défense qui avait
annoncé le 28 mars 1995 & Radio
Rwanda, de retour d'un voyage en Chine,
que les camps des personnes déplacées
allaient bient6t étre fermés de gré ou de
force, et que ces personnes devaient se
préparer & recevoir un traitement de
choc!

L'autre question sur laguelle le
Gouvernement de Kigali aurait souhaité
avoir un quitus, c'est le NOMBRE DES
VICTIMES DES MASSACRES DE

KIBEHO. Ta Commission  affinue que
méme si elle n'a pas pu délerminer ce
nombre FAUTE DE MOYENS FT DE
TEMPS, il Aait supérleur & celui qu'on a

officiellonient dénommbrd A IR Ty 1 oed
préciseé auast que “des preuves
scieplifiques ont  cotrobord  d'anlies

tamoignaqges selon lesguels des cadavies
de Fincident de KIREHO ont 8té enteighs
on dehors de [N HEOY

Colte  alfinnmation d'anbes
témoignages selon desquels FArmée du
FPR a transpoité o de KIBEHO des
eailawtes  dans camions
enfenrer  dans {osspa
secidles préalablement creusées, dans e
but de minitniser le nombire de victimes
des massacres du 22 avril 1995 A ¢
sujel, des témoins auraient compté 265
cadavres entertés dans des fosses dans
le secteun MUSUNZU de la Commune
Nshili  (Préfectine  de  Gikongoro), la
méme opération a été répdtée dans
d'auttes Communes de Gikongoro et
méme dans la Préfecture voisine de
Butare.

cotiobore

des o lne

desg comnnes

EN CONCLUSION, le rapport de
celte Conwnission d'enquéte ne devrait
salisfaire personne et powr que la véiité
soit établie, le RDR demande qu'une
Commission  Internationale  d'Enquéte
vraiment INDEPENDANTE et surtout
NEUTRE soit constituée sous la direction
du Haut Commissariat des Nations Unies
aux Dioits de F'Homme ou bien une
organisation réputée comme Amnesty
International, et  dans laquelle  Ie
Gouvernement Rwandais n'aura aucun
réle, sauf celui de répondre aux questions
des enquéteurs. il est inacceptable en
effet que ce Gouvernement qui est
accusé d'avoir planifié et exécuté les
massactt  de KIBEHO continue & étre
juge et pastie !

En effet, I'on est en droit de
douter de ‘"lindépendance” de Ia
précédente Conunission, parce que sa
création et sa composition ont été
décidées par le Gouvernement Rwandais,
lequel s'est réservé une place de choix au
sein de la Commission, jusqu'a décider de
la composition de son Bureau, comme le
démontte le veto opposé par le
représeniant du Gouvernement
Rwandais, Christine UMUTONI, Directeur
de Cabinet du Ministére de Ia
Réhabilitation et de I'Intégration Sociale,
contre une proposilion du délégué
canadien de nommer cormme rapporteur
le procureur frangais Brisset-Foucault {cfr
Jeune Afrique n® 1793 du 18 au 24 mai
1995, page 14), il semble qu'elle "s'y est
aussitét opposée, en invoguant la
partialité de la France" On ne peut pas
dire que la confiance régnait au sein de la
Conunission.

De plus, fe rapport précise que |a
Commission  était assistée par des
1epissentants de différents Ministéies du
Rwandais  en qualité
coppldler e

Qouveineinent
d'exper! coned, of pow
tablean, tes totmes de 16tdrence de Iy
Conmission e dictés par e
Couvernement Rwandnis (ot paragiaphe
Jodu raypporly aqinafie
{th e

ont
woua forme e
questions pavagraphes 1 dn
tappott)

I o notvelle Commission
1T nquete Internalionale idépendante ot
Heulie demandde  deviad cgalement
s'inféresser au sort des rescapés  de
KIBFHO qui sont censés avoir 1egagné
fetrs  communes  dorigine,  mais  dont
divets  témoignages  indiquent  que
beaucoup dentie eux n'y sont jathais
antivés, dadltes ont 6té tuds soit pau
FAlmée, soit par les anciens réfugiés
tapaltiés et qui ont occupé leurs biens
depuis I'année passée, soit par asphyxie
dans les prisons communales ou dans
des camps militaires.

En attendant que toute Ia
lumitre soit faite sur ce drame, les pays
et organisations qui n'ont pas été dupes
des manipuiations habituelfes du FPR et
qui ont justement inposé des sanctions A
son  Gouvernement sont priés  de
maintenir ces sanctions jusqu'a ce que ce
Gouvernement prouve dans les faits, qu'il
respecte les droits de tous les citoyens
iwandais, tant ceux qui sont dans le pays
que les millions de 16fugiés qui souhaitent
rentier et dont le FPR doit accepter que
le retour dans leur pays se fasse dans la
sécuiité et dans la dignité. /

Ambassadeur Claver KANYARUSHOK/
Chargé des Relations Extérieures. 0//

b

BAPFUMBATWA N'IBYANA
BY'IBI "POQUPEES"!

Ntawe utazi ko twapfushijel
abantu benshi. Abasore na bashiki
habo, abasaza, abakecuru n'abana. Ni
ko bigenda+ Nta ntambara isiga ubusa.
intambara ariko hari abo yigirijeho
nkana. |batera ukwigunga bananirwa
kwihangana, Ni mu ishuri ryisumbuye
ry'abakobwa 1y'i REMERA-RUKOMA,
aho abanyeshuri bamwe na bamwe
basigaye biraranira n'ibikinisho. Ngo
iyo bapfumbatanye na byo bumva
bimeze nk'ibyana byabo byazize
itsembatsemba. Niba atari
amakabyankury y'ab'ubu birakabije
kandi birababaje. Ndi abo bana
nakwimenyereza ubundi bwoko.
inkundo ziratandukanye ariko hari
ukuntu wabyitsindagiramo urukundo
rukaza buhoro buhoro.

)
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“Salutsire déséquiitre, c'est per fes probiémes que foufes fes espéves dvaluent, c'est pares solubions qu'eles se figent af
y'éleignent. Esl-ce un hasard si e pire crime de notre mémoire s'est Infitufé so!utlon el "inafe~?”
A. MAALOUF : Le premier siicle aprés Béatige, e ',
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ta crise sociopolitique majeure qui débuta le 6 avril 1984 a été marquée / k
principalement par cing faits majeurs @ Fattentat a la vie du Président de (a
République, le massacre de populations innocentes, le génocide tutsi en
particulier, la reprise de la guerre et les crimes massifs contre I' Humanité a
I'endroit des populations civiles, 'exode de plus de deux millions d'habitants vers
fextérieur du pays, enfin la victoire militaire et la prise du pouvoir par le Front
Patriotique Rwandais (FPR).

Depuis, le Rwanda est entré dans une phase dincertilude politique marquée
d'une part par la gestion non consensuelle du pouvoir par te Front Patriotique
recherchant plus le ralliement des forces politiques que leur participation réelle
et indépendante comme le stipulait les Accords d'Arusha, d'autre part par la mise
au pas des partis politiques et de la société civile et par le refus de diaiogue et
de compromis politiques, tous générateurs, si nous ne recherchons pas dans
limmédist de réponses appropriées, d'une probable deuxiéme "carrosseris” aux
conséquences humaines aussi dramatiques que [a premiére et qui pourrait
mener & la désintégration totale du pays. La période d'&tat de grace et de
bénéfice du doute est bel et bien révolue, l'incapacité de gestion s'avére patente.

Se met en place un pouvoir répressif et totalitaire, au profit des extrémistes,
caractérisé par lincursion de larmée dans le gouvemement, le parfement,
I'administration civile. Se déploie a 'intérieur et a l'extérieur du pays une armada
impressionnants constituée du réseau idéologique, politique et mediatique qui,
contre toute initiateur d'un projet allant dans le sens d'une paix des coeurs et de
F'ouverture politique, monte en épingle un systéme alambiqué de preuves vernies
et d'accusations gratuites de complicité dans le génocide. Et comme personne
ne peut penser un seul instant qu'on n'oserait jouer cyniquement et
machiavéliquemnent avec un crime aussi inommable, le tour est joud et la
démonstration terminée, I'opinion publique est retournée. W Ronstat est 14, i
)qx-ﬁmnoc:de est biel et bien utilisé par Faile politico-militaire la piss faificale come

- forids de commerce pour justifier Ses excés.

Le Rwanda s'engage objectivement & nouveau dans une voie sans issue qui, s'il
n'est pas apporté une réponse politique urgente, condamnerait son peuple a
revivre sous Ia coupole d'un régime totalitaire sans perspective humaine. A quoi
auront setvi les luttes pour I'Etat de droit et pour [a démocratie, & quoi aura servi
le sang coulé de tant d'innocents si, au sortir d'une dictature politique et d'une
tragédie nationale sans nom, les survivants devaient connaitre pour longtemps
encore la méme réduction drastique des espaces de libertés ot le méme
désespoir que par le passé ou devaient replonger dans une guerre absurde,
toujours de trop?




L MIR- KIiGAL | @RBWANDA 95~ 66—V 7 15:47 = - COMMCEN:H# 2
. F.2

"
-

ms par trop jasficier des nouveaux mawes de Kigali, plus sensation
L et davantage tourne vers le paas&que vers !‘avemr revele par ameg

s bruits de Bottes entendus a lexterieur ot & Finterieur du pays montrent le
mépfis profond des politiciens envers les populations st leur incapacité &
résoudre pacifiquement les conflits. Le jugement tant attendu et combien
nécessaire des responsables des crimes contre I'Humanité, du génocide tutsi en
particulier, ne suffira pas a lui seul a redonner l'espoir a tout un peuple meurtri
qui semble s'accrocher & nulle part. Méme le partage du pouvoir ne suffira pas
a lui relever ia téte s'il n'est pas donné de réponses durables aux problémes
socio-économiques et politiques structurels qui ont conduit la majorité de la
population & la marginalisation civique et a la misére, g'il n'est pas pris une
option irréversible pour fa paix et s'il N'est pas proposé une nouvelle frontiére,
plus exaltante, & conquérir.

Bétir une nouvelle espérance pour les Rwandais, c'est d'abord redéfinir de
nouveaux rapports entre la Citoyen et I'Etat en redistribuant les prérogatives en
faveur de celui-ia, c'est ensuite proposer un mode de gestion des ressources qui
remette I'égalité des chances au coeur des préoccupations et des finatités de {a
Nafion, c'est enfin affirmer les valeurs d'altérité et de liberté indispensables a la
sécurité individuelle, & la cohésion sociale et a la solidarité nationale. Les grands
enjeux nationaux d'avjourd’hui et de demain toumeront ainsi autour de Ia
maniére dont les cing domaines majeurs pourront étre été maitrisés. Il s'agit de :

- la démocratie consensuelie et I'Etat de droit

- la gestion des moyens de coercition publique

- le contréle des ressources

- la réconciliation nationale

- le retour aux Accords d'Arusha.

Les réponses ou les questionnements certes modestes et incomplétes apportés
at proposés pour un large débat, constituent néanmoins les principes fondatewrs
d'une plateforme destinée a reconstituer un large mouvement social, pluraliste,
porteur d'un projet novateur dans lequel tous et chacun participent en vue de la
maitrise du destin individus! ainsi que celui de la communauté entiére.
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1. Sir. Today’s press conference was attended by local
and three international media (Reuters, The New Yorker and
Frontline News). Kagame didn’t make a statement, but simply
responded to questions as follows (salient points only):

a. Ref rearming of FRGF in Zaire, he said:

I have spoken with the government and told them that this
does nothing to preserve their own security let alone ours and
that they must work together to find a solution to this problem.

b. Ref the Rwandan government not accomodating the return of
refugees, he said:

We are doing everything possible to have them return, but
a small group is intimidating the rest to stay outside the
country to act as shields for them. What can we do that we
haven’t done? People tell us to reconcile while they are still
trying those who committed war crimes fifty years ago in Germany,
but we africans are Jjust supposed to forget - even trees (which
are cut down) have more rights to the international community to
Rwandans (which are cut down). We are interested in prosecuting
only those who are the authors of the genocide, the others who
are simple and confused killers can be helped to show what they
did was wrong - there is hope for them and we want them back.

But, the authors of the genocide will face punishment including
the death penalty.

c. Ref the fact that Rwanda needs the refugees back to help
with the crops, he said:

We want them back not to work, but because it is their right
to live in Rwanda and our responsibility to bring them back. To
encourage them we must prosecute and see justice done to those
responsible for the genocide, then we can talk of reconciliation
- this is the best way to move forward. But as we have seen in

the past, we cannot rely on the international community to do
this - that would be a mistake.

4. Ref the fact that the Directeur de Cabinet for the Prime
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Minister is said to have fled the country saying that he can no
longer act as a mere observer to the RPA as they terrorize

innocent locals and that the current government is no better than
the former, he said:

He’s a man running from the problem and therefore can’t be
sincere and if he really wanted to help the situation he wouldn’t
run. Furthermore, what is he guilty of that he has to run away
from Rwanda - maybe he helped in the genocide. There are
problems here, but its because we’ve inherited a bad situation
that has built up over 30 years, sc now we have to fix the
problem but it can’t be done overnight. Running away from a
problem is no solution unless you are guilty.

e. Ref his agenda at the upcoming OAU Summit, he said:

He will stress the feeling of betrayal Rwanda has felt even
by its African brothers who now provide refuge for those guilty
of murdering one million people, but no one bothered to ask them
what they did in the genocide. This is contrary to the spirit
of the OAU and he will request the assistance of Tanzania,
Burundi and Zaire to alleviate the problems of finding the

authors of the genocide as well as helping convince the refugees
to come back to Rwanda.

£. Ref the disparity in punishment between the International
Tribunal which is going after the authors of the genocide (no
death penalty) and the Rwandan judicial system which is going
after the mere actors of the genocide (death penalty), he said:

Yes, there is a disparity, but even a life sentence is
better than someone going free for what they have done and at
least they will be held accountable for their actions. We will
do our best to deal with people fairly, as I hope the
International Tribunal will do also, however, I won’t be
surprised if the Tribunal doesn’t find anyone guilty of anything.

g. Ref the new mandate changing the focus from peacekeeping to
confidence restoring, he said: :

It is an academic guestion which could be debated for days
whether or not UNAMIR can or should assist with confidence
restoring of the Rwandese. I don‘t think that it’s their role
or that they can do it or should do it. The Rwandese people can
build up their own confidence, and should do so, without UNAMIR.
However, we had to make compromises with the UN so we said, okay,
fine, you can try to restore our confidence (laughs). There are
negative aspects of UNAMIR being here such as the fact that with
their previous security/protection role, even a common thief
could steal, then run to UNAMIR and get protection just by saying
that he was being oppressed because he was a Hutu and UNAMIR
would protect such a thief turning a simple problem into a
political one. Also during the anniversary of the genocide some
UNAMIR soldiers passed the rumour that there would be a revenge
genocide, so that people would run to them to seek protection.
This was only done by them to justify their existence here in
Rwanda and 1s another negative aspect of the previous
security/protection role that UNAMIR had. But, at the same time,



there are positive things about UNAMIR and we want them to be
around still to help out with rehabilitation, reconstruction,
reporting back to the international community, etc, so there is
some good still in having UNAMIR in Rwanda.
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COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE

L.e Premier Mipnistre commente la démission
de son Directeur de Cabinet

Le Premier Ministre déclare qu’il n’a pas encore regu la
démission en bonne et due forme de son Directeur de Cabinet,

~

qui était attendu a l'aéroport de Kigali hier a 9h 45’.

I1 a appris la nouvelle par la presse, nouvelle qui 1l’a touché
beaucoup, car ce collaborateur avait des qualités sur les-
quelles i1l pouvait toujours compter dans l’accomplissement des
Fonctions dévolues a la Primature.

Technocrate de haut niveau et d’une capacité de travail
encourageant, il était d’un grand apport pour le Premier
Ministre qui avait d’ailleurs confiance en lui.

Concernant les justifications de sa démission, on note
malheureusement un vice de procédure pour un responsable de son
rang et un manque de courage et de persévérance dans la
situation sccio - politigque de notre pays qui est malgré tout
évolutive.

Le gectarisme et 1l’exclusivisme dont le démissionnaire parle
n’est perceptible gue chez gquelques individus et le
Gouvernement fait tout pour les redresser car leurs
attitudes dans des forums, ou en postes ne peuvent pas nous
assurer des lendemains meilleurs. Lui-méme reconnait d’ailleurs
que méme au sein du FPR il y a des cadres et des leaders
modérés, qui peuvent contribuer a faire évoluer la situation
actuelle dans le bon sens.

Seulement, voild que ceux qui devraient nous y aider

et affronter ces difficultés de parcours inévitables par
ailleurs, compte tenu de ce qui s’est passé dans ce pays,
fuient leurs responsabilités,choisissant la voie de la
facilité, et capitulent au moment ou il faut conjuguer nos
éfforts.

Le Premier Ministre reconnalt les difficultés qui existent, et
est convaincu que les solutions des problémes posés seront
trouvées gréce a des réactions qui tiennent compte du réalisme
politique et de la patience nécessaire a tout homme politique
avisé.




A M. LE DIRECTEUR EXECUTIF

Veuillez trouver ci-joint la transcription integrale de
la partie en anglais de la conference de presse donnee hier par M.
le vice president et ministre de la defense, general PAUL KAGAME.
A votre haute appreciation,

ZOUAOUTI BENAMADI“‘
Chef de la Radio.
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A Press Conference was held today by General Kagame, Vice
President and Minister of Defence of Rwanda at* the Ministry of
Defence, to give his views and through him the views of the
Government on the recent report by Human Rights Watch.

QUESTION: A question was asked by a reporter concerning the
Human Rights Report which suggested that UNAMIR’s new mandate
should cover the refugee camps in Zaire. Since the Rwandan
government wanted a reduction in UNAMIR’s troops, he wondered
what the Vice-President thought about that suggestion.

KAGAME : Well my view on that is that first of all we have
requested the UN to create a force that can go to these camps
both in Zaire and Tanzania primarily to separate these groups,
the militias and the former government forces from the rest of
the population in the camps. Here we are looking at the
possibility of the easy return of the refugees once they are
freed from the influence of these groups that have been keeping
them outside even many times by force. Well at first it seems
that it was a good idea by the UN. They turned out later to say
that they would not be able to create, there was no country
willing to provide a force and they did not have the resources
so they resigned it to leaving that task to the UNHCR and the
host government forces to be the ones to deal with the questions.
But here they are not dealing with the question of separating
these groups they are only dealing with the question of simply
stabilizing the situation in the camps perhaps for the
convenience of the Non-governmental Organizations or other
agencies working within the camps not really solving the problem
of separating these groups. To us that remained a big problem,
there was a lot lacking in terms of dealing with the specific
problem of dealing with refugees the way you deal with refugees,
give them the liberty, give them the freedom to make a decision
to come back to the country and isolate these other criminal
groups so they can be dealt with in terms of bringing them to
courts of law, to be able to hold them accountable for the crimes
they committed in the country. So we still think this was the
best thing to do. -‘There is absolutely no good reason why inside
Rwanda there should be a force of 5,600 troops. Because you see
here they have chosen to be in a place that 1is secure, which
means it is in a place that has less problems that actually
requires their presence in terms of providing security. So they
should be doing that in the camps. This is where the problem is.
The problems we have here are the responsibility of the
Government and the Government institutions. They shouldn’t be
the ones to deal with such problems. 2And I think just out of
logic that you would simply remain with a small force if any
force at all inside the country to simply play the monitoring
role, the role to observe and inform the international community
what is happening on the ground in Rwanda. But I don’t find them
responsibility for UNAMIR in terms of protection or security
inside the camp because problems are outside there. And this is
why you have now a problem of refugees, carrying out military
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training, regrouping, receiving arms. They are doing it with a
lot of freedom and I wonder how the international community can
miss the opportunity to be informed about this, to look at this,
to deal with this kind of situation and simply keep focussing
inside Rwanda where the people, the Government in the country can
deal with the problems we have. But all we need is just support
to enable us to carry out our responsibilities. So I think it’s
important that UNAMIR realizes or UN realizes that there is more
work to do in the refugee camps outside Rwanda than inside the
country. This is my feeling about it.

QUESTION: Noting that the Human Rights Watch report stated that
the UN should tighten their resolution concerning the arms
embargo against Rwanda . The Vice President was asked if he did
not think that the Government and the Ministry of Defence should
defend the Rwandese people?

KAGAME: Well that is true. It seems these days we live in a
world where logic doesn’t serve any purpose. First of alle there
was an embargo on Rwanda which was passed in May during the time
we were fighting. Here it made sense because the idea was to
prevent the escalation of fighting, perhaps of killing. But here
really the killings were done by people who were armed with the
machetes, not mainly with guns. So even putting an embargo did
not really serve very useful purpose. But at least the idea was
that and it made sense. So after the war when genocide was
stopped, up to now there is still an arms embargo on Rwanda.
Again, this is a different situation that does not call for an
amrs embargo on the country of Rwanda. But secondly it does not
make sense because we have people outside Rwanda who are being

armed free. They are being armed through the host countries,
who’'ve wished to do so. So the arms embargo in effect has not
really served the purpose. So those who are keeping an arms

embargo on Rwanda should see this. That it’s not simply talking
about an arms embargo that matters, it’s effectiveness that
matters. So it clearly has not served its purpose. And it has
really been unfair on top of that to keep an arms embargo on
Rwanda because the situation inside the country is totally
different from that which was used to impose an arms embargo on
the country. So maybe the international community, the UN has
got to review . the’” whole thing. So to come to your point
certainly it créates problems for us. We are not able to equip
our soldiers, we are not able to train them properly, we are able
to carry out our responsibilities because we have our hands tied
by this embargo. We’ve got to deal with the problems we have in
a different way. We’ve got to face it the hard way but this is
does not mean in any way that we are not capable of handling the
situation properly. We are certainly in a position to deal with
the situation in a manner than cannot run this country into chaos
even with the threat from outside.

QUESTION: Replying to a question as to why the Government of
Rwanda was not arresting people suspected in last genocide as the
Government of Belgian was doing, Mr. Kagame responded:
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KAGAME: Well first of all it’s good that the Beligian Government
has done that. They have done the right thing. Maybe they
should do more. They should even go ahead and do the same event
to the people who are inside the Belgian soil' (?). They have
issued an for Bagasora who may be in Zaire or Cameroon but they
also have people in Belgium who should be arrested I think in
connection with the genocide that transpire in Rwanda. But they
have done a good thing, at least we should recognize that. Maybe
they should also set an example for other countries to do the
same. As regards to why Rwanda hasn’t done that I inform you
that we still have a lot of problems. In our justice system
there are lots of inadequacies. There is a lot lacking in terms
of appreciating exactly what should be done. I imagine it will
take a bit of time before we put things in order but as you know
we haven’t even been able to try those who we have already
arrested, let alone issuing arrest warrants to people who are
outside the country. But some discussions are going on. We are
trying to put our house in order as far as the judicial process
is concerned. So we hope soon the Minister of Justice will be
able to come out with something that satisfies the people of
Rwanda in terms of meeting the justice requirements as regards
bringing those responsible for the genocide to..... In effect
there is a problem. There is a problem and we think we shall
have to discuss it and look into the matter and collectively we
should be able to help the Minister of Justice to deal with the
immense problems we are faced with in a situation where they have
no means, they have no magistrates. Perhaps even the lack of
vision on the part of individuals that have different
responsibilities. But as you know we are in a process of really
rebuilding the country not only in terms of its infrastructure
but also in terms of making-people understand the history of
these problems we have and how to deal with them.

QUESTION: A journalist stated that according to the Human Rights
Watch report Various countries were accused of helping the
militia of the former government 1n Zaire. In light of
information held by the Vice President, and in light of the
denial of France and South Africa, what was he doing to
investigate the situation?

KAGAME: What I can tell is that when you learnt about the arms
supplies to the refugees in Zaire and elsewhere, we brought this
to the attention of the international community to the UN. Even
to the countries that are being alleged to have the
responsibility of allowing such arms shipment into their
countries for these refugees. This is what we tried to do. But
the fact that some people are denying any responsibility does not
really mean they have no responsibility over this. In any case
I don’'t expect anybody to just come up and say, yes, I am the one
who has been supplying arms. They expected the responses that
everybody is going to deny having a hand in doing that. But the
fact is that arms have been flowing into Zaire. They must be
coming from somewhere. Whether the governments are directly
involved or not they still have responsibility in the sense that
even if these are private companies that are doing it they must
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be doing it on their territories.So they must have responsibility
to deal with such situations that originate from their
territories. It doesn’t matter whether it is a private company
operating from France or from South Africa or from elsewhere, it
still is the responsibility of these governments to make sure
that these companies don’t do so. So I think somewhere there
lies the responsibilty. So we can still go farther and work out
the details as regards who has the respongibility, and how the
governments that have been mentioned can help to deal with the
gsituation but for sure I think they must do something. Not only
are they contravening the arms embargo resolution that was passed
by the UN, they are also causing problems for the country of
Rwanda and for the whole region. Because I think the situation
that may develop out of these arms shipments and then subsequent
use of them to destabilize our country we have sgpill overs in
other countries in the region. I am sure it works in nobody’s

interests.

QUESTION: Asked if the government forces were able to defend the
country in case of attack, and pursue the attackers from the
former government wherever they may be, Mr. Kagame stated:

KAGAME: Well what we can say here is that we have the capacity
to deal with the problem. How wedeal with the problem is a
different matter, whether it involves hot pursuit or something
else. That will come when the problem unfolds. But you have the
liberty, you have the capacity to respond appropriately to any
such threat should it become a reality. We have the capacity,
we have the freedom to operate appropriately in response to
anything that will will come out of the situation. So that will
involve a lot of options.

QUESTION: General Kagame responded to a guestion about The
European Community’s announcement yesterday that they were
considering resuming development aid to Rwanda which was frozen
after the Kibeho killings, and that resumption of aid would
depend on the consegquences that would come from the findings of
the Investigating Committee. The Vice President was asked what
were the consequences taken by the government as a result of that
report.

RAGAME: Well I think there are many things to look at for us even
before that report came out out, we were already carrying out our
own investigation to find out if they are any individuals who
acted contrary to the instructions that were given to them at the
time of the operation to close the camps. And we are soon coming
out with the conclusions of our investigations maybe in a week
and if the responsibility lies on the shoulders of anybody then
they will be held accountable. But this is as far as the
Government and the Government forces are concerned. But I think
in the report they also talked about the responsibility of the
NGOs, they also talked about the responsibility of UNAMIR. So
I would like to ask those presenting such views to know who is
going to handle that side. We also would want to have somebody
to have somebody handle the other side, the side of the NGOs and
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UNAMIR that were also equally implicated as far as having
respongibilities was concerned.

QUESTION: A journalist stated that after the' victory on the
battle field last year the RPA was the only organized body left
in Rwanda and was therefore left in charge of running the
country. Now that things were slowly going back to normal, did
the Vice President think that the RPA should concentrate on
purely military duties and return to their barracks:

KAGAME: Well you more or less describe the situation the way it
is. I think the RPA initially had responsibility to fight the
forces that were here killing the people of Rwanda. We have been
in the process of trying to restore total normalcy and establish
civil administration and I think we’ve gone a long way in doing

that. The military is remaining only in terms of the security
where depending on the threats that still hang outside, from
Zaire, from Tanzania. We still our soldiers operating

......... in different areas, in the communes, to deal with the
problem of the situation, to deal with more or less even covering
the vacuum that was created by this transition, where in some
areas there was not any civil administration based at the local
level. You would find troops operating in such areas but mainly
for the purpose of keeping security in the area and as we restore
the local administration, and as we deal with the security
problems in the entirety, it is well understandable that as long
as the threat is reduced then the army continues to confine
itself to its specific duties of national defence and security.
Where there have been overlaps it’s because either there has been
a vacuum or it’s because of the security problem that drags them
into carrying out such responsibilities. But on the biggest
part, I think the ... has been restored, and the civil and
local administrations are being established and have been
established , so the reverse kind of situation is really taking
place, but that will depend on how fast we can deal with the
security aspect that is likely to emanate from outside the

country.

QUESTION: The Vice President was asked if there was any pressure
from the international community to grant a general amnesty to
most of the population who participated in the acts of genocide.

KAGAME: Well I think they have, whether you call them pressures
or misunderstandings or simply misrepresentation of our own
situation. The international community has certainly had in some
cases the approach that is not compatible with the kind of
situation that we have in our country. To give you an example
there have been all sorts of suggestions of saying release from
prison women and children who murdered. You see they simply go
on those sentiments that so and so is a woman so it doesn’t
matter whether she killed 100 people, maybe she should be
released from prison because she is a woman. We have had this
kind of suggestion from the international community. We have of
course had disagreements as to what comes first, whether it is
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reconciliation or whether it is justice. Our view is that
reconciliation does not simply come about without certain factors
being in place to contribute to that. And these factors are
actually that people must see Jjustice being done and that will
ease the conscious of reconciliation. You cannot simply tell
the people who are agrieved, seriously agrieved in the case of
Rwanda to just reconcile with murderers. I think you would try
the murderers and then the process of reconciliation ... in other
cases. So there have been misunderstandings, I think to some
extent we even think there has been a situation where people have
become unreasonable. Maybe they think in the situation of Rwanda
having lost one million people doesn’t really mean much,
something you can just forget and move forward. And I think the
people of Rwanda will have the right to think that this is an
insult. It’s an insult in the sense that we value the lives of
our people as much as other people value the lives of their
people. I was even giving an example to some people recently when
they had been pushing that argument of reconciliation, it seems
that you cannot unite Hutus and Tutsis, you know they are so
simplistic in their thinking. They think the question is the
Hutu and the Tutsi, they’ve never seen the problem as being
political. They've never seen the problem ag being a
mismanagement of the political affairs of the country, that has
really brought about this kind of situation. And I was giving
them an example why do they think it is easy to forget about the
killings that were carried out in Rwanda, vyet people are
commemorating incidents of situations of this nature that took
place 50 years ago. So this is why I get the reading that
actually people think our lives are worthless, theirs mean a lot.
That’s why they come around and tell us forget the lives of

people that were lost here hundreds of thousands. So I think
it’s our mistake, maybe we ghouldn’'t over rely on what other
people can do for us. We should not over rely on the

international’s solutions to our problems. We should be the ones
to be at the forefront in doing all that we can to solve our
problems. And then the international community can simply play
a supportive role. But if we want them to solve our problems,
surely they’ll come here and tell you to forget what happened.
They’1ll say, a million people 1s nothing, just forget them. So
it’s up to us to know how to go about the problem and then arrest

the supporters.

QUESTION: Members of the Government are not united in therissue
of reconciliation and the granting of general amnesty. Would you
comment on that.

KAGAME: My views have been very clear, I am being very clear to
you now. Let somebody in the government who thinks differently
come out very clear and tell us what he thinks. But as long as
nobody comes out to present different views from what I am
presenting, people have reason to believe that we are united.
Other than that we may be assumed to be divided. ...If there is
anybody in the Government who thinks the justice is not the first
thing to be carried out in order to facilitate reconciliation,
they should come out and put them clearly.
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conférence de presse du Général Kagame' WM&Muh:All'k'E”

A la question de savoir comment il a regu le dernier rapport de
Human Rigths Watch, le Général Kagame a répondu, Jje cite :" Nous
n’avons pas été surpris par ce rapport, parce que nous savions déija
que 1les anciennes forces gouvernementales parmi les réfugiés
rwandais se trouvant dans les camps au Zaire et en Tanzanie
procédaient aux entrainements militaires et recevaient des armes de
certains pays avec l’objectif d’attaquer le Rwanda. Nous avons
informé les autorités Zairoises et Tanzaniennes. Puisgue cela est
maintenant confirmé par d’autres sources, nous espérons que ces
pays prendront des mesures appropriées pour mettre un terme a ces
préparatifs. Les pays cités par ce rapport devraient aussi arréter
d’armer ces réfugiés; dans le cas contraire, ils devraient savoir
que ce n’est pas seulement le Rwanda qui subira les conséquences de
la guerre, mais aussi ses pays limitrophes et méme toute la région
entiére. Fin de citation.

Est-il vrai que ces réfugiés rwandais qui veulent attaquer 1le

Rwanda ont des complices a l’intérieur du pays ?

Cela est bien possible mais je n’ai pas encore d’élements gui me
permettent de confirmer ces informations, a précisé le Général
Kagame. Il a rappelé toutefois que le Gouvernement a le pouvoir et
les prérogatives de poursuivre les personnes qui se rendraient
coupables de tels actes. Nous ferons une engquéte a ce sujet.
Cependant, je dois indiquer qu’ en général il n’ y a pas de quoi
s?’inquieter et que la securité est bien maitrisée sur tout le
territoire du pays, a rassuré le Vice-président rwandais.

Est-ce que le Gouvernemnt rwandais n’a pas en quelque sorte une
responsabilité dans les préparatifs d’attagque contre le Rwanda,
sinon comment expliguer gque l’actuel ambassadeur du Rwanda au Zaire
est connu comme 1l’un des fondateurs de la milice Interahamwe ?

Le Général Kagame a répondu qu’il n’était pas informé des relations
entre le nouvel ambassadeur du Rwanda au Zaire et les Interahamwe
mais espére que si cela était vrai, 1l’ambassadeur aurait changé et
se serait désolidarisé des miliciens.

A la gquestion sur la collaboration entre les réfugiés rwandais et
le Palipehutu du Burundi, le Général Kagame a indiqué qu‘il avait
regu plusieurs informations sur 1la collaboration entre les
Interahamwe et le Palipehutu dans les attaques qu’ils menent contre
leurs pays. I1 a aussi signalé que parmi les personnes qui
s’étaient infiltrées récemment dans la région de Cyangugu en
provenance du Zaire étaient des personnes qui ont été identifiées
copme des Burundais. Cette question sera examinée avec les



autorités burundaises pour résoudre les problémes de sécurité a la
frontiére commune, au cours de la visite que 1le Ministre des
affaires étrangéres et le premier ministre rwandais doivent
effectuer au Burundi, a ajouté le Général Kagame.

Un journaliste a demandé au Général Kagame de commenter sur le
probléme des autorités qui sont accusées de protéger les
Interahamwe, et & titre d’exemple, le Bourgmestre de la commune de
Musambira qui a arrété plusieurs Interahamwe et qui a été arrété
lui-méme ?

Le Général Kagame a précisé qu’il n’était pas sGr qu’il ne
s’agissait pas de rumeurs, mais que si cela était vrai, c’était un
probléme qu’il fallait résoudre au plus vite.

A la question de savoir ce qu’il en était des informations selon
lesquelles des véhicules de la MINUAR auraient été interceptés avec
des chargements d’armes et de munitions non enregistrées, 1le
Général Kagame a indiqué que les gendarmes avaient intercepté 7 ou
six camoins de la MINUAR avec des chargements de munitions non-
enregistrées et que la MINUAR avait ensuite produit des documents
attestant que ces chargements étaient bel et bien les siens. Les
gendarmes poursuivent encore leur enquéte pour en savoir plus et la
population sera informée des résultats de 1l’engquéte.
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