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13 August 2002

Your Excellency,

South Africa's Gauteng province harbours the world heritage site where the human
race originated - the Cradle of Humankind. Here some of the most significant fossH
remains have been found of our earliest ancestors. The first almost complete
Australopithecine skull, the famous "Mrs Pies", was found at Sterkfontein in 1947 More
recently an almost complete hominid skeleton - the only complete find to date of a human
ancestor - called "Littlefoot", was found, dating some 3,3 million years back The skul"
is presently being excavated from the rock.

On 1 September 2002 a symbolic ceremony will be held to add significance to the
World Summit on Sustainable Development. I would be honoured if you could
accompany me on a spiritual journey to the site and make a symbolic commitment to
safeguarding the future of humanity.

Africa gave birth to the human race, and it is only appropriate that we return to this
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A full programme is enclosed providing more details.

Yours sincerely,

TM MBEKI

H.E. Mr Kofi Annan
United Nations Secretary - General
United Nations Head Quarters
New York
NY 10017



VISIT TO CRADLE OF HUMANKIND
1 SEPTEMBER 2002

PROGRAMME

1. 10:00 - President Mbeki, the UN Secretary-General, the Prime Minister of Sweden and the Presidents
of Brazil and Indonesia met by Messrs Moosa and Shilowa, Ms Metcalfe and Dr Lee Berger at the
Union Buildings. 10-minute briefing session by Dr Berger on the significance of the world heritage site.

(10 minutes)

2. Helicopter flight around the Cradle of Humankind, led by Dr Berger.
(40 minutes)

3. Land at Sterkfontein. Presidential party met by Mr Moosa, Ms Metcalfe, praise singer, Prof. Phillip
Tobias, Dr Ron Clarke, Vice-chancellor Norma Reid, Mr Stephen Motsumi and Mr Nkwane Molefe.

4. At the entrance to the cave, Prof. Tobias explains the significance of the caves and the two famous
Australopithecine finds. The party is led to the Littlefoot Cave.

(10 minutes)

5. At the entrance to the cave, Dr Clarke explains how the fossil was found.
(10 minutes)

6. As the fossil is viewed by the presidential party, indigenous music is played on indigenous instruments.
(20 minutes)

7. Traditional healers from the area perform a ritual to affirm the site as the Home of our /Ancestors.
(15 minutes)

8. President Mbeki and guests partake in snuff and drinking of traditional beer.
(5 minutes)

9. President and guests make imprints of their feet alongside an imprint of Littlefoot. These imprints will
form part of a "Wall of Honour".

(10 minutes)

10. The presidential party joins the assembled dignitaries for a luncheon. Mr Shilowa will invite President
Mbeki, Mr Annan, Prime Minister Persson, President Cardoso and President Soekamopurti to give
speeches on the significance of Africa as the Cradle of Humankind, as well as the demand for
sustainable development to safeguard the future of humanity and the planet.

(Speeches and luncheon: 90 minutes)
11. A plaque is unveiled by President Mbeki.

(10 minutes)

12. The presidential party departs.




