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On 18 October1, Asarta chaired a tripartite meeting with the LAF and the 

IDF at Ra' s Naqoura. The LAF delegation was led by General Shehaitly, and the 
IDF delegation was led by General Orioh. 

At the meeting both parties ~resented well known positions and engaged in 
lengthy exchanges on the Blue Line, leaving little room for flexibility. The parties 
did not show their usual pragmatism - an indication of the extent to which the 
level of trust between the partie~ has been affected by the 3 August 20 1 0 fire 
exchange. 

On the 3 August exchange of fire between LAF and IDF in El Adeisse, 
Asarta informed the parties that V11IFIL had reviewed the detailed comments 
received from both parties on the invest~gation report. However, neither the LAF 
nor the IDF comments provided any new evidence, information or facts that would 
change the findings, conclusions or reco~mendations of the report. 

It was revealing that in the conteA:t of discussing the 3 August exchange of 
fire, the IDF expressed their dismay at ~aving seen on the LAF website that a 
ceremony had been held to award medals to the LAF personnel involved in the 
event saying that it was difficult to !understand why the squad opening fire was 
decorated. The LAF explained that it wrs important to recognize the first time in 
over 30 years that the LAF was called upon to defend the country' s border. This 
recognition would avoid having others take over the country' s defense from the 
Army. 

Acknowledging Lebanese domestic reasons for such a ceremony, the IDF 
reiterated that, in the absence of a clear statement by the Army' s leadership that 
the opening of fire had been a mistake, such a ceremony, in Israel' s view, sent the 
wrong message. 

2. Middle East 

Serry comments2 that any new mpve by Israel to reinstate settlement 
restraints is unlikely to come before us lmid-term elections in early November, 
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and it is unclear what any new rest~aint ould entail. A high intensity period can 
be expected between any new Israe~ i "o~fer" and a meeting of Arab leaders around 
8 November. Israel believes third parties should stop giving the Palestinian 
alternatives to negotiations (such as Qualrtet or Security Council action on the 1967 
lines or settlements). But Jordan stressef that a two month extension of the 
moratorium without international guarantees on the 1967 lines is unlikely to be 
sufficient for President Abbas to move fbrward. Meanwhile, the US remains 
committed to handling this impasse witH the parties and indicates there is "nothing 
new" to discuss in the Quartet at this time. 

3. Afghanistan 

De Mistura reported, during this rorning's VTC, that the IEC today 
published the preliminary results o{ the l?arliamentary elections, which indicate 
that 5.6 million votes were cast, ofwhicf nearly 25% (1.3 million) were 
invalidated. Comparing this with 1.5 invalid votes in last year's presidential 
elections, De Mistura explained that the lfesults so far could be considered as 
representing better, though not perfect, .dlections Gust as UNAMA and its partners 
had aimed for) and also demonstrate that the electoral institutions are functioning. 
De Mistura has issued a press release this morning, which cautiously keeps a 
balance between maintaining constructive pressure and reserving room to be 
critical. 

Also discussed at the VTC the concern over the continuing inappropriate 
media appearances by Richard Barrett, J consultant to the UN Al Qaeda-Tali ban 
monitoring team, despite De Mistura ha~ing personally warned him against such 
action. Most recently, Barrett has writt9n an op-ed in NYT this Monday, which 
advocated positions far beyond his mandate and also contrary to UN positions 
(e.g., his suggestion that the Constitutio~ might have to be changed). Though 
Barrett is an independent expert reporting to the Security Council (and not to the 
Secretariat), his general association with the UN may lead to confusion. Indeed, 
De Mistura has already been asked whe~her Barrett was being used as a "secrete 
channel" to convey the SG's views. LeRoy will raise this issue with the Austrian 
PR (Chair of the SCR 1267 sanctions committee), both verbally and in writing. 

4. Chad 

Mahmoud informs3 that the Force effectively commenced the Recovery and 
Repatriation phase of the withdrawal plJn from Chad and CAR on 15 October, as 
scheduled. As of today, the Force stren~th in theatre stands at a total of 1,936 with 
72 MSOs, 22 MLOs and 1,842 troops. 
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5. Cote d'lvoire 

Choi relays4 that a communilque dated 19 October was jointly issued by PM 
Soro and the Independednt Electoral Columission (IEC), announcing that the 
distribution of national identity andl voters' cards will end on 21 October in 
Abidjan, 27 October in the rest of the country, and, on 29 October for Ivoirians 
living abroad. 

He also informs that the local office of the Rassemblement des Republica ins 
(RDR) in Abengourou was attacked during the night of 18 October. The attackers 
fired shots on the main door of the fl ffice before fleeing. Local RDR officials have 
complained of physical threats afte they du~ped the Front populaire Ivoirien 
(FPI) for the RDR. 

6. Cyprus 

Buttenheim reports5 that the Legal Affairs Committee of the European 
Parliament voted 18 to 5 that the legal basis for the Direct Trade Regulation 
(DTC), regarding duty-free direct d·ade between the north and the EU, should be 
Protocol10 to the Accession Treaty ofthe Republic of Cyprus. 

I . 

This latest decision- at the heart of which is the status of the north- is a 
victory for the Republic of Cyprus, who maintains that since joining the EU in 
2004 trade with any part of the island should not be considered external trade. The 
DTC was one of three instruments proposed by the EC in 2004 to bring the north 
to similar socio-economic levels as the south. The Turkish-Cypriots, with the EC, 
have argued that the north should be considered as a third country. 

I 
Buttenheim comments that 1for the time being this decision brings the issue 

of Direct Trade back to square one. It is to be hoped that the victorious Greek­
Cypriots will refrain from gloating in a tanner which may provoke the 
disappointed Turkish-Cypriots and thus r.egatively impact the talks. 

7. Serbia 

The Serbian Mission wrote to the SG6, requesting the issuance of a 
I 

corrigendum of the recently-released SG report on the role of the Ombudsman, 
mediator and other national human rights institutions in the promotion and 
protection of human rights, which listediKosovo "without any distinction from UN 
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member states." This report was drafted by OHCHR, and, like many such reports, 
EOSG approval was not sought. T~e letter has been forwarded to OHCHR for 
action. 

8. Thailand 

Ahead of the upcoming SO visit ]i>ascoe has sent the SO a note7 providing 
an update on the status of the reconciliation efforts in Thailand and on the 
Thai-Cambodia border dispute. (Attachment #1) 

Separately, Heyzer/ESCAP f rote to Mr. Nambiar8 on her recent meeting 
with Thai FM Kasit Piromya. Regarding the Thai-Cambodia border issue, 
Piromya reassured that despite the Thai parliament's abrogation of the Joint 
Communique, Thailand holds no ill will1towards Cambodia and the MOU signed 
in 2000 remained in force. Piromya reiterated the concerns that UNESCO should 
not taking political factors into account fhile considering cultural issues. Also 
expressed was the concern that, according to a recent unconfirmed report, a secrete 
"Red Shirt" squad had used the Caljllbo~ian city of Siem Reap as a training base 
for guerrilla warfare. 

Heyzer forwarded the government briefing paper on the political situation 
in Thailand, stating that the overall situation has returned to normalcy albeit with 
sporadic incidents as investigations into the April/May 2010 incidents continue. 
The priority focus is on reconciliation, and the Independent Fact-finding 
Commission is expected to complete, in two years, its work to ascertain facts and 
address underlying causes, such as ineqlfality and the urban-rural divide. The 
Government expects concrete resulfs on the different components of the 
reconciliation plan by the end of the year, e.g., measures to address socio­
economic grievances and political ~eforrps to amend the Constitution and electoral 
rules. I 

9. Haiti 

Mulet reports9 that Senator Edmonde Beauzile echoed the allegations of 
presidential candidate Jacques-Edo~ard Alexis, in claiming that illegal firearms 
were being distributed by Inite supporters in the run-up to the elections. Mulet 
comments that despite persistent rumours to this effect, MINUST AH has not yet 
received any tangible evidence of firearfus distribution. The Mission issued a 
press release on 12 October calling on t ose with specific details to share these 
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with the Haitian National Police-UNPOL and the OAS-CARICOM Electoral 
Observation Mission. 

Mulet further adds that on 15 October, the second and main phase of the 
electoral campaign began. Following t\t o weeks of"silent" campaigning from 27 
September to 14 October, public rallies~~~eetings and the transmission of 
messages by megaphone and all forms of media are now permitted until 26 
November. A number of opposition pol~ticians criticized the ruling Inite coalition 
for organizing public rallies before 15 October and utilizing state resources to 
support its campaign. On 12 October thf OAS-CARJCOM Electoral Observer 
Mission issued a press release pointing out that any abuse of state funds and 
resources is strictly prohibited by Article 121 of the Electoral Law. 

____ __..!:::> 

cc: DSG, VN, KWS 
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Confidential 

Note to the SecJ tarv-General 

THAILAND ~ 

1. The domestie situation in Thailand and the cootim~ing tensions ith Cambodia ov:er th . - / 
border Clispu~e re:n~---a s_ource of co~cern both from the p.erspective ofThailand's stability j j 
and the poss1ble 1mphcat10ns for regwnal peace and securtty. / / 

Thai-Cambodian border dispute 
2. Bilateral efforts to resolve the dispute have no~ so far yielaed results. Prime Miriisters 
Abhisit Vejjajiva and Hun Sen have continued to meet and discuss the issue. Earlier tllis 
month, tl1ey vowed to de-escalate tensions by building checkpoints and ending the movement 
of forces at the border. They are expected to meet again in HaNoi on the margins of the 
ASEAN summit. But no substantiYe pmgressi has been made in these talks. · 

3. With s ntiments still running high, particularly in Ihailand, where according to a recent 
poll, nearly 70% of Thais agreed that the government should push Can1bodians out ofthe 
disputed area, the risk of unintended clashes escalating into a conflict remains. Moreover, 
there is a real or perceive-d interplay be&,een meborder dispute and ilie internal situatio in 
Thailand. Whlle the resignation in August of fugitive former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin 

· Shinawatra as economic adviser to Phno~ Penh had somewhat brought down tensions, 
recent allegations iliat Cam odia had trained a group of Red Shirts arrested for plotting the 
assassination of Prime Minister Abhlsit and other key Thai officials has been a rurther 
complicating factor. These allegations add fuel to the speculation that should the Red Shirt 
movement (or parts of it) turn violent it could find succor in Cambodia. 

Peace and reconciliation in Thailand 
4. Domestically, Thailand..is faced with a dual political challenge" On the one hand, it has to 
deal with the aftermath...of the April-May viojence through what was promised to be an 
impartial, credible accountability mechanism .. !At the same time, there is a need, through an 
inclusive, transparent reconciliation process, to address the grievances that in the first place 
led to the violent protests if similar destabilizing events are to be avoided in the future. TI1e 
Truth Commission for Reconciliation of Thailand (TCRT), established by the Prime Minister 
to investigate and uncover facts sunounding the incidents of April-May, has earned some 
nespect, but faces erious challenges in meeting competing emands for acco tabilicy anct> 

. amnest): Although the Go:vemment's reservation..abou~ any external assistance remains 
unchanged, the TCRT has been seeking international assistance, and the UN system ·s 
currently engaged in consultations with fue ICR T regarding potentj l.IJ:'.lsuppo to it. 

5. Reconciliation talks have been taking place in parallel, including reportedly with Mr. 
Thaksin, but these seem to have largely dissipated in the past several weeks and words and 
pledges have not translated into erious, ubstanti\ie dialogue. A "Friends o Ihailand" group 
made up of Thai nationals and a few international figures has been fonned at the initiative of 
the Gentre for--Humanitarian Dialogue add meets infrequently in Thailand. 



I 

Your visit l 2 1 
6. Your upcoming :visits to the two countries affords an impot"tan opportunity to discreetly 
but fiiffily underline international concerus and explore--what preventive role:yc>u could 
~efully play _in this regard. Thaihm.d, in lp:nticul_ru:, remain~ hi?hlY s~nsitiv:e to ext~mal . 
mvolvement m these matters, and the Foreign tyrtnistry has md1cated 1ts strong preference for 
the border issu€ no to be discussed in Bangkok as there was already media speculation that 
the Prime Minister might be asking you to cant a message to Prime Mi.illster Htin Sen. 
Nevertheless, it would be highly unusual if these matters were not discussed when you are 
visiting both countries. Also, given that you are maldng a stop in Bangkok in response to the 
strong wish of Prim Minister Abhisit, you would be well placed to raise these iss_ue_s hile 
saying little to th meala ana the puolic. 

a) On ili:e lhai-Gambodia borde:r: ispute 
Towru·as the end of your meeting with Pricle Minister Abhisit, you may want to indicate 
that you would expect the border issue to bb raised in your meeting with PM Hun Sen; is 
there any new development you should be ~ware of or is there a particular point t at you 
should raise with Hun Sen? I 

b) On the domestic situation in Thailand 
You may want to remind PM Abhisi~ that in your telephone conversation at the height of 
the violent protests he had indicated that the UN might assist in dealing with the 
investigation of the violent events last April-May. The TCRT has b~en seeking UN 
assistance in some aspects of its worlt. HoW can the UN be of assistance--in the 
acGountability and reconciliation_efforts? Based on the PM's reaction, you may want to 
suggest sending one or two people after your visit to follow up in concrete terms. 

7. I would be happy to provide further advice should you wish to discuss these 
issues in further detail. 


