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Note to the Secretary-General 
(Through the Deputy-Secretary-General and Chef de Cabinet) 

RECEIVED 

D£C -B 2016 
1,- I oS-~i, 

EOSG/CENTRAL 

Proposed meeting between the Secretary-General and the Director-General of the 
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 

1. Reference is made to the high level open debate of the Security Council entitled 
"Preventing catastrophe: a global agenda for stopping the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction to non-state actors." The debate will take place on 15 December 2016 at 10:00 am 
and is being convened by Spain in its capacity as President of the Security Council for 
December, as well as Spain's role as the Chair of the Committee established pursuant to Security 
Council resolution 1540 (2004). The Secretary-General is expected to attend and to speak at the 
beginning of the debate. The Director-General of the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW), Mr. Ahmet Uzilmcil, will also participate in the high level debate. 

2. The Director-General of the OPCW raised the possibility of calling on the Secretary- / ) 
General on this occasion during the visit of the High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, . / 
Mr. KIM Won-soo to The Hague last week. 

3. The cooperation between the OPCW and the United Nations has grown significantly over 
the past several years, particularly in the context of the issue of chemical weapons in the Syrian 
Arab Republic. Most recently, on 17 November 2016, Security Council resolution 2319 (2016) 
renewed, for a period of one year, the mandate of the OPCW-United Nations Joint Investigative 
Mechanism (JIM), which is mandated to identify those responsible for the use of chemical 
weapons in Syria. The JIM has previously concluded, inter alia, that the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL)/Daesh is responsible for the use of sulfur mustard (i.e. "mustard gas") in 
Marea (Syria) in August 2015. Resolution 2319 (2016) places emphasis on the role of non-State 
actors in additional allegations of the use of chemical weapons in Syria. 

4. In view of the foregoing, it is recommended that consideration be given to the Secretary- f 
General meeting with the OPCW Director-General for 15 minutes on the afternoon of 14 
December 2016, preferably between 4:00 and 5:00 p.m. The Office for Disarmament Affairs 
stands ready to provide relevant background notes and talking points for use by the Secretary
General. 
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