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"We regret, that not everything that has been uttered from this

rostrum with regard to the question of Viet-Nam could be considered

as a realistic — not to say fair — approach to the problem. We

have heard statements which even distorted the very essence of the

question.

"Thus the people of Viet-Nam, fighting for its legitimate rights

to unity and independence, has been in fact labelled here as the

guilty party in the conflict. Aggression committed by a great Power

has been described as defence against aggression. Violations of the

sovereignty of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam through air bombing

have been presented as actions intended to bring about negotiations;

violations of the agreements which twelve years ago brought peace to

Indochina, as fulfilment of international commitments; the imposition

by force upon the people of South Viet-Nam of a military clique, as

implementation of the principle of self-determination. The staging

of mock elections is considered as defence of democracy — the very

elections which the Buddhist leader Thich Tri Quang called "a real

swindle ... a defeat not only for Buddhists and for me, but for the

whole Vietnamese people".

"The United States representative submitted here allegedly new

peace proposals. We could not, however, perceive anything new in them.

Moreover, it has become a practice that each so-called peaceful

move on the part of the United States is accompanied by increased

military activities. Each step increasing the extent of United States

involvement in its aggression in Viet-Nam has always been claimed to

be the last. However, for years, each such step has paved the way to
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still more dangerous ones. This, indeed, is the mechanics of

escalation.

"Such a policy cannot but meet with growing opposition; it is

doing so and will continue to do so. No wonder The New York Times,

on 7 October 1966, had this to say:

'Can the United States steadily escalate the war in Vietnanu..

and at the same time bring about peace negotiations with Hanoi?

Peace offers with one hand; killing, burning, defoliating, destroying

bombing with the other... The old adage that "actions speak louder

than words" applies in Vietnam today as it has at all times and

everywhere.'

"We submit that the policy of the United States on Viet-Ham has

no chance to succeed. It will bring neither military nor political

success. Peoples liberated from colonial domination will submit to

no foreign dictate. In their struggle the Vietnamese people are

receiving, and will continue to receive, ever-growing support and

assistance from all those who cherish progress and peace.

"May I further state that the policy of the united States on

Viet-Nam leads nowhere. It certainly closes the door to peaceful

solutions. For there can be no question of negotiations as long as

the bombing continues or as long as a threat to resume it persists.

Neither is it possible to bring about genuine negotiations as long as

the aggressor tries to make sure in advance that he will get at the

conference table what he could not achieve through military means.

Finally, no negotiations would be worthy of that name if they were not

conducted with the real parties to the conflict — with the National

•A
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Liberation Front and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. The

National Liberation Front is indeed the only true representative of

the interests of the Vietnamese people in the South. Die Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam is a sovereign State which has been wantonly

attacked by the United States. And should not the demands of those

whose rights have been brutally trampled upon by the aggressor be

taken as the basis for any such talks?

"Hie policy of the United States on Viet-Nam is a dangerous

policy. It carries the menace of spreading the flames of war into new

regions. Harmful are its moral and political consequences.

"With all this in mind, one has to agree that the crisis in

South-East Asia could not have left the United Nations unaffected.

It is against this background, besides all the other considerations

which we understand, that one can better comprehend the reasons for

the attitude taken by our Secretary-General.

"U Thant has played a useful role in the United Nations and he

could continue to do so enjoying the trust and confidence placed in

him. Hie Organization would suffer a great loss if he were to

relinquish the post of Secretary-General. For its part, the Polish

delegation could only rejoice should he decide to continue in his

office.

Mr. SIDIKOU, Niger (A/FV. lk$k at page ̂ 3): "In connexion with the

war in Viet-Nam, we very sincerely regret that the words of wisdom,

moderation and experience pronounced in Fhnom Penh by the President
*

of the French Republic should have found no echo, except in North

-A



- 16k -

Viet-Nam, among the other parties concerned to different degrees in

this situation. We would go even further.

"In order to create genuine and sincere conditions for a dialogue

and, therefore, for negotiation, in other words, for a return to the

Geneva Conference without conditions, it is not enough to implement

military de-escalation only — although that would contribute

decisively to improving the present situation — "but in reality what

is needed is a mutual de-escalation, military, first of all, "but also

political and ideological later on. In fact, everything is happening

as if the extinction of the people of Viet-Nam as a State matters less

than the triumph of ideologies or the pride of other States. All

actions of goodwill must be applied in a simultaneous manner in order

to avoid an atrocity in Viet-Nam — that is to say, the disappearance

of a nation — and, what is worst for all of mankind, the spectre of

the third and perhaps last world war.

"In the present circumstances, it seems to me that nothing is to

be expected frcm what has "been called the different appeals to

intransigence nor anything reasonable in the attitudes of those who,

through lassitude or impotence in a situation in which the people of

Viet-Mam are dying both in the north and the south harbour the naive

hope that time or the worsening of the situation will act in favour

of their calculations.

"From the pitiless military escalation to the outbreak of the

hated activities of the Red Guards, one might think that the worst

has already begun. Wo man of common sense can admit or accept this

because twenty-five years of war, of ruin and of devastation of all

kinds, with its accompaniement of tears, blood and corpses, is something

that no one wants for anyone or for the martyred people of Viet-Nam."

-A
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Mr. SIDIKOU, Niger (A/FV.l̂  at page H6): "That is why His Excellency

Diori Hamani, the President of the Republic of Niger, wrote to the

Secretary- General U Thant:

'As your mandate is coming to its end, we are happy to address

to you our sincere congratulations, for, thanks to your determination,

your tact and, above all, your deep wisdom, you have been able to

prevent our planet from becoming plunged into the most dreadful

cataclysm.

'For us, whose permanent preoccupation is the struggle against

under-development and all its ills — poverty, sickness, ignorance and

illiteracy — our faith in the objectives and ideals of the Charter

of the United Nations remains unchanged. We are firmly convinced of

the need to elaborate as soon as possible a new world system offering

better prospects for peace and justice. We must continue to seek the

means that will guarantee for all this peace and this justice no

matter what the differences that may divide us.

'The world situation however, being what it is, despite what we

wont, it is for us, the young nations, to continue to work in favour

of this high and delicate mission.

'As for us, the young African nations, we give you the assurance

that you will continue to receive from us the same firm and loyal

support as in the past. '

"However much respect we shall continue to have for your decision

and the scruples that inspire it, Mr. Secretary-General, you cannot

discontinue the pursuit of your activities on behalf of peace, or than

you have so happily begun in another sphere — which is so important

to us — of United Nations action; that is to say the re -establishment
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of all the legitimate rights of the French language, in order better

to enable the French-speaking delegations to make their important

contribution to the ideals which are enshrined in the Charter of

the United Nations."

Mr. BOURGUIBA, Tunisia (A/W.l̂  at pages kl and 1»8): "I should also

like to pay a warm and friendly tribute to our Secretary-General

U Thant, who, for the five years of his mandate, has spared no effort

towards making it possible for the United Nations to play the full

role assigned to it and to fulfil the expectations of mankind.

"His self-denial, his dedication to the cause of the United

Nations and his profound faith in the actions which he undertook have

brought to him universal admiration, and we wish to express to him

our sincere gratitude for the outstanding service that he has rendered

to our Organization and to the cause of world peace.

"His intention not to accept the renewal of his mandate has

greatly disturbed the world and, of course, our own Organization. The

reasons which have guided his decision constitute reasons of concern

for the whole membership of the United Nations. If he finds it

possible to reconsider his decision, the delegation of Tunisia will

be fully satisfied. However, whatever the decision that he may

finally adopt, he will always have our friendship and respect."

Mr. BOURGUIBA, Tunisia (A/FV.l̂  at pages 53-55 and 56): "In the

immediate future the essential thing is to merge our efforts in the

interests of improving international relations and restoring peace in

the world, and in particular where that peace is undergoing the

greatest damage. I am referring to Viet-Nam. Indeed, Viet-Nam has
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become the theatre for increasingly deadly operations. The conflict

there has been going on for a very long time and it produces immense

sacrifices and is sowing desolation in a country which for a quarter

of a century has ceased to know what peace is. The situation not

only runs the risk of resulting in a major conflagration, with

unforseeable consequences, but also, unfortunately, adversely affects

the international situation.

"Taking into consideration the policy of interference practised

by North Viet-Ham, with the encouragement and support of the avowed

expansionist policy of the People's Republic of China, we cannot

honestly reproach South Viet-Nam for calling upon its friends for

help in maintaining its integrity.

"It is in the interest of peace that a solution which respects

the legitimate aspirations of the whole Vietnamese people be found in

negotiation, not in war. We have noted with satisfaction the statement

made from this rostrum by the representative of the United States, who

assured us that his country was quite prepared to negotiate. We

hope soon to see these good intentions meet with sufficient response

to result in a beneficial dialogue.

"Ho just solution to this conflict can ever be achieved through

military means, and it is to be hoped that the needless bloodshed

resulting therefrom will finally convince all parties concerned that

resort to force, to the dialogue of arms, is not likely to solve the

problem.

"The highest authority in Tunisia, President Bourguiba, has

stated in this connexion:

'The parties concerned must finally come into contact with each

other when they realize that there can be no solution through the use
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of arms, that there can be no victory on the military level. We

learned that in Tunisia, in Algeria, and in Viet-Nam twelve years

ago. I wish to see that moment arrive as soon as possible, and to

see Viet-Nam recover its unity and its independence vis-a-vis all

the great Powers now exerting their pressures upon it. I wish to

see the people of Viet-Nam able, as soon as possible, to do without

anyone's assistance in ensuring their own security and integrity."

"Tunisia was among the seventeen countries which, a few months

ago from Belgrade, launched an appeal to the parties involved seeking

to bring them back to negotiation and the ways of peace. It would

seem that this appeal was, doubtless, premature. But today the

appeals are more numerous, more solemn, more anguished and more

urgent, and I cherish the hope that the parties concerned will hear

the voice of reason and attempt to find for this problem a satisfactory

solution in conformity with the principles of our Charter.

Mr. NILSSON, Sweden (A/FV.l̂  at pages 68-70, 71 and 72): "As this

debate proceeds, two dark menacing clouds dominate the political

horizon, the war in Viet-Nam and the situation in Southern Africa.

Against this background it is only natural that we should discuss these

matters here as extensively as has been the case. If the United

Nations is to continue as an effective instrument for international

co-operation aiming at increased security for all Member States, then

we must face squarely every situation that endangers peace.

"The war that now rages in Viet-Nam brings untold suffering and

destruction to the people of that country. Villages fall into ruins.

Wreckage, ashes, burning crops, mutilated, homeless human beings —

this is the face of war. This tragic conflict also constitutes a
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threat to peace In all Asia and possibly in the whole world. How

X are we to break this chain of events which accompany and provoke

each other with the terrifying logic of a Greek tragedy?

"This debate has developed into a veritable poll of international

public opinion. The result is an over-whelming "no" to a continuation

of the conflict and an affirmative reply in favour of a return to

the basic principles of the Geneva agreement, now reinforced by

guarantees that they will, in fact, be honoured by all parties

concerned.

"On one point everybody seems to be agreed. It is for the

people of South Viet-Ham themselves to decide their own future, their

form of government and social structure. The question of the

unification of the whole country should be kept open to be decided by

the people themselves. The difficulty is, as we all know, to bring

about conditions which will ensure that the result of a popular

consultation is recognized by all as a true expression of the popular

will. No real consultation can take place with credible results in

the presence of foreign troops and in circumstances of intimidation

and terror. The crux of the matter, in my view, is that the Worth is

unwilling to engage in talks with the other party until it trusts the

sincerity in the American declarations about willingness to withdraw

and to respect the neutrality of South Viet-Nam once peace has been

restored. The Americans on their side are unwilling to commit

themselves to a time-table for withdrawal without previous guarantees

that the people of South Viet-Wam are allowed to express their own

will freely and under appropriate international supervision. It is

this vicious circle of mistrust that has to be broken.

"As to the concrete conditions for bringing about a situation
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where negotiations may prove possible, we share the views

repeatedly expressed by the Secretary-General. First of all, the

bombing of Worth Viet-Nam must cease. It is evidently difficult

for the opponent to go to the conference table while subjected to

a continuous pounding from the air. Since a cessation of the

bombing might provide a key to a peaceful solution that key must be

tried again.

"Second, further escalation of the war must be avoided and a

gradual reduction of military activities be initiated. The United

States has offered to withdraw its forces, as others withdraw theirs.

That is an offer that must be seriously considered by all concerned.

We have held for a long time that a military de-escalation must begin

at some stage as a preliminary to, or an accompaniment of, a

meaningful dialogue between the parties. In view of the special nature

of this war it must be recognized that the difficulties are formidable,

if one asks for exact symmetry as to timing and numbers. Is it

unreasonable to suggest that the party disposing of a clear numerical

superiority take the first step? Is it then unreasonable to suggest

that a response be given by the other party?

"Third, it is obvious that all belligerent parties, thus also

the National Liberation Front, should participate in the negotiations

if these are to lead to a durable solution.

"The important statement made by the representative of the United

States on this debate encourages me to believe that a solution along

those lines will ultimately prove to be within the realm of the

possible. The United States has expressed its desire to see the

conflict ended. If the conditions mentioned by the Secretary-General
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are fulfilled, then the hope will grow that peace in freedom

will some time come to the people of Viet -Nam who now only know the

horrors of war. In their interest and in the interest of the whole

world, an end must be put to this cruel war."

Mr. WILSSOM, Sweden (A/FV. llftk at page 8l) : "For the proper and

effective functioning of the United Nations in all fields — not

least that of peace-keeping -- the office of Secretary- General occupies

a vitally important position. We are fortunate to have in this office

a man of rare skill and deep wisdom, enjoying the respect and

affection of all. It is the sincere hope of the Swedish Government

that U Thant will find it possible, and that all Member Governments

will do what they can to make it possible for him, to continue in

office."
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Mr. GRIMES. Liberia (A/PV.1435 at page 2): Added to these

problems is the fact that oar very efficient, able and dedicated

Secretary-General, U Thant, vho has so faithfully and loyally served

the Organization over the last five years and worked earnestly,

ceaselessly and untiringly for the cause of world peace, has decided

not to offer himself for another term. When one considers the cirumstanees

under which he became Secretary-General and the zeal and devotion with

which he has attended to his multifarious duties, we cannot but

compliment ourselves on the choice thatwas made. Because we view his

term of office with great satisfaction and pride, my delegation salutes

U Thant and hopes that he can be persuaded to accept another term so

that his accumulated experience, skill, ability and tact can continue

to be brought to bear on the vital and important issues.

When the Secretary-General declared that he would leave the Security

Council unfettered in its decision on the choice of his successor, he

expressed grave concern about the lack of universality in the Organization,

the war in Viet-Nam, and the financial situation of the United Nations

resulting from the lack of agreement on the financing of future peace-

keeping operations, and he raised questions about the effectiveness

of the Secretary-General's role if his functions are to be as limited

as they are now.

As all delegations have more or less expressed their desire to see

U Thant remain as Secretary-General, I should like to emphasize here

and now that, in my opinion, it is not enough merely to implore and

entreat him to accept another term. The Liberian delegation believes
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that the comments made by U Thant, which may have influenced his

decision, should be inquired into by the Assembly. Let us seek to

resolve and remove these causes for, unless ve do this, whether he

remains as Secretary-̂ reneral or another replaces him, we shall be

confronted with the same obstacles which have retarded the growth and

effectiveness of the Organization and which will continue to do so,

if our only effort to remove them remains in speeches and oratory.

Among other issues causing the greatest concern in the world today,

along with Rhodesia, South West Africa, and indeed the whole question

of race relations as well as independence in the southern part of

Africa, is that of Viet-Nam. There, a war is raging with loss of many

lives. It has seeds which can result in an escalation dangerous to

world peace. My delegation hopes some way can be found either in or

out of the United Nations to get the parties to this conflict to the

negotiating table so that, using the 1954 Geneva accords, an attempt

can be made toward finding a peaceful solution, since this is the aim

all the parties profess they desire.

Mr. KYPBIANCO, Cyprus (A/PV.1435 at page 27): That is perhaps even

more true of today when a full-fledged war is raging in Viet-Nam and

in which some of the great powers are directly or indirectly involved.

The situation in Viet-Nam is clearly the most serious since the end

of the Second World War. It is a situation terrible in itself, even

if there were no dangers of further escalation — which unmistakeably
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our duty imperative to consider as a matter of urgency what steps should

be taken in order to prevent what might turn out to be a major

catastrophe. It is indeed tragic to find ourselves confronted with a

situation in which we must strive to stop actual war, instead of

pursuing our efforts to secure conditions of permanent peace.

¥e have reached the stage that no useful purpose is served "fay arguing

who is to blame in the war in Viet-Nam. The still greater explosion

that may occur out of that situation as well as the continuous suffering

and loss of life, and which day by day increases, have reduced the

question of who is to blame to a matter of secondary importance. What

the objective of all should be is how and how soon the war can end. If

for historical reasons, or any other reasons, it may be at all necessary

to apportion blame, that we can all do later and indeed we shall have

ample time to do that only if the war does not further escalate but

instead comes to a speedy end. ¥e do not lose sight of the fact that

wider issues of power politics are involved, as well as perhaps questions

of prestige, but none of these or any other reasons are sufficient to

justify the continuation of the bloodshed that might well lead to a

wider conflict, the consequences of which most of us here would simply

refuse to contemplate.

There have been many commendable efforts and many initiatives to

meet that situation. In that respect, I should like to praise in

particular the most constructive and realistic approach to that problem

by the Secretary-General. I believe that the Secretary-General's three

points provide the way out from the present tragedy: the ending of the
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bombing of North Viet-Wara, de-escalation of the fighting,

negotiations with the participation of all including the Viet Cong.

We shall get nowhere if each one of the parties involved waits for

the other to take the initiative. One has to take courageously the

first step in the right direction. I am quite convinced that a new

situation would arise if the United States which has manifested its

wish for pacification, as reaffirmed most recently by Ambassador

Goldberg, were to stop the bombing of North Viet-Nam, without any

conditions or limitations and while this session of the General

Assembly is in progress. From the reaction to such a step it would

be clear to everybody what might or should be done next. There should

be a start -- and we feel that the most powerful must pave the way.

Any such move by the United States no doubt would be regarded by

some as a gesture of statesmanship, by others as a concession, by

others as a retreat under pressure, by others as a logical development,

but they all would welcome it. Such a first step would I hope create

the necessary conditions for the Secretary-General to pursue further

his peace-making initiatives, in the name of peace and in the name

of humanity. The argument that some of the parties involved are not

represented in the United Nations may be put forward as a reason for

not having this question as a special item on the agenda or for not

raising it in the Security Council; but I am confident that the

Secretary-General, not only because of the position he holds but in

particular because of the great international stature he possesses,

would be in a position to assist positively. We must all agree that

anything and everything is worth trying. There must be an end to this

war.

•A
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Mr. KYERIANOU, Cyprus (A/FV.lAj? at pages 51 and 52): "It is, I

believe, appropriate in that connexion, and in conclusion, to express

the view that the Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant,

should remain in his post; we sincerely hope that he will find it

possible to do so. U Thant has proved to be a great Secretary-

General, His ability, his knowledge,his experience, his patience,

his objectivity, his faith ' and his dedication to the purposes and

ideals of the United Nations, and above all his absolute and

universally acknowledged honesty, are more than adequate reasons,

in my submission, for him to retain the post of Secretary-General --

and in particular at this most difficult time of humanity. The

United Nations and the world cannot afford to lose his services. In

appealing to him to continue offering his services as Secretary-

General, an appeal which has been unanimous — a most remarkable

experience in history, which I am sure has made him feel that he

belongs to the world — we must, at the same time and in turn,

facilitate his task and assist him to fulfil his great mission. In

that, we all have a duty to perform, and in particular the great

Powers. Let us all make a determined effort to enable a dedicated

servant of peace to continue discharging his duties effectively for

the benefit of mankind."

Mr* KDTOKA, Ghana (A/PV.1̂ 55 at page 56): "The desire of our able

Secretary-General not to seek another term in office presents the

Organization with a difficult problem. My delegation wishes to join

all the others in the tributes which have been showered upon U Thant

since the opening of this session. We have always supported him. and

will continue to support him in his efforts at discharging his great
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responsibilities as Secretary-General. My delegation, however,

understands the frustrations and anxieties which have prompted him

to decide to retire from his onerous post. It is not enough for

Members of this Organization merely to exhort U Thant to stay on.

It is more important for us to try to create some of those conditions

which will make it possible for him, in good conscience, to accept

another term as Secretary-General."

"It would be no exaggeration to suggest that Viet-Nam is the

gravest crisis facing the world at this time. The inhuman suffering

and destruction resulting from this war is incredible, and the risk

of the conflict escalating into a wider war is extremely great. This

war should be brought to an end as quickly as possible. Yet under

present circumstances the United Nations can do very little to

achieve that objective. At any rate, no concrete proposals have been

advanced in this debate which have any chance of acceptance by those

directly involved in the conflict. In such a situation may not

private initiatives and consultations have much better chances of,

at least, getting those involved to begin to communicate on the same

wave-length about the basic considerations that must go into a

negotiated settlement? My delegation thinks that that may be a better

avenue to some fruitful reaction than the public restatement of well-

known positions. In such private initiatives Member States which

have the necessary channels of communication can play an invaluable

role.
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Mr* ACHKAR, Guinea (A/FV.1UJ5 at page 56): "Ho one has expressed

"better than U !Ehant the genuine anxiety, the anguish felt by all

those who "believe in the United Nations and the universal values it

represents. In the letter in which he announced his grave decision

not to request the renewal of his mandate, U Thant clearly defined

the reasons that prompted him. The Government of the Republic of

Guinea fully sympathizes with those reasons. We are in fact convinced

that so long as ̂ ust, equitable and speedy solutions are not found to

the problem of the war in Viet-Ham, to the dangerous problems

involved in the liberation of southern Africa, to the question of

the planning, execution and financing of peace-keeping operations,

and to the search for effective and ô st means for the elimination of

under-development, the quasi-permanent crisis besetting the United

Nations that results from the lack of harmony between the actions of

States Members and the Purposes and Principles of the Charter, will

continue forever.

Mr. ACHKAR, Guinea (A/PV.1U35 at pages 57,58-60 and 6l): "All those

speakers who have made their contribution to this general debate have

been unanimous in recognizing that of all the conflicts convulsing the

world today, the war in Viet-Nam is the most dangerous and the most

disturbing, for it contains within itself the potentiality for a

general conflagration the limits of which might well go beyond the

frontiers of South-East Asia to include a great part of Asia and,

perhaps, even to unlease a third world war. In other words, the war

in Viet-Uam gives rise to a situation capable of challenging the very

reasons that prompted the creation of our Organization, following the
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Second World War, with the determination "to save succeeding

generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime

has brought untold sorrow to mankind". Wo people has known this

"untold sorrow" to the degree that the martyred people of Viet-Wam

has known it, that people which for a quarter of a century has been

the victim of every kind of aggression, from that of Japanese

fascism in its desire for territorial expansion, all the way to the

aggression resulting from an ideological crusade following on a

pure and simple colonial war. One might be tempted to seek out today

the causes for this grave breach of the peace in South-East Asia,

this direct threat against world peace stemming from the semi-colonial

war which is ravaging Viet-Wam and menacing the other parts of former

French Indochina, that country which was so badly decolonized but

which, nevertheless, set going the process of the downfall of the

French colonial empire. One might also be tempted to try to place

the blame on one party or another in the conflict. In fact, the

conflict in Viet-Wam might have retained its proportions as a civil

war involving the political factions of a country seeking its stability

and its own road to development in social justice, had it not been

for the direct intervention of the United States of America on the

side of one of the factions. One may deplore the state of affairs

that led to this direct intervention by one of the greatest military

and economic Powers of the world in the imbroglio in South Viet-Wam,

an intervention that has gone beyond its original bounds and, in so

violent and abominable a fashion, resulted in the bombardment of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam, the fatherland of President Ho Chi-min,

that apostle of decolonization and of independence for enslaved countries.
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However, reality cannot be ignored. It consists in seeking, with

courage and determination, for ways of putting an end to this foreign

intervention so that the Vietnamese people may at long last know

peace and security. Among the numerous proposals made for this

purpose, the three points set forth by Secretary-General U Thant

merit our particular attention. This three-point programme —

consisting, namely, of the cessation of the bombing of North Viet-Nam;

the reduction of military operations; and the start of negotiations

including as participants all the belligerents, in particular the

national Liberation Front of South Viet-Ham, represents, without any

doubt, more than does the junta of generals — this three-point

programme constitutes, for us, a reasonable approach to the extent

that the negotiations contemplated have as their result the withdrawal

of all foreign forces from Viet-Nam and the genuine exercise of the

right to self-determination by the whole Vietnamese people, with a

view to its real independence and unity in accord with the Geneva

Agreements.

"The Viet-Nam war, with its retinue of victims — among them,

the detente, decolonization, and the development of the "third world"

— gives us a living example of the great dangers inherent in foreign

interference in the internal affairs of sovereign States and the

absolute necessity scrupulously to observe the provisions of our

Charter in this regard and those of the Declaration on the inadmissib-

ility of intervention in the domestic affairs of States and the

protection of their independence and sovereignty, adopted in the

course of the twentieth session.

"The Viet-Namese tragedy also teaches us the imperative lesson

that we must respect international agreements, such as that which was
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concluded in Geneva in 1951* by the parties to the Indo-Chinese

conflict and other Bowers, capable of guaranteeing the peace, security

and neutrality of Viet-Nam. Among those Powers, the People's

Republic of China is in the forefront, "because the security of that great

country is constantly threatened "by any conflict whose theatre is a

part of Asia and which may involve a great Power whose relations with

China, to say the least, are unfriendly if they do not amount to

provocation."

Mr. ACHKAR, Guinea (A/PV.lit-35 at page 72): "The Government of the

Republic of Guinea was one of the first to express publicly its

great admiration and its unreserved support for our Secretary-General

U Shant. That shows how much we regret his decision not to seek

another term of office. However, as I have had occasion to say at the

beginning of this statement, we share the reasons invoked by U Thant.

We consider that, rather than renewing their confidence in U Thant

and reiterating the appeals which they address to him to remain in

office, the Member States should evince a little more justice towards

him and a little more respect for his conscience by giving him reasons

and means to stay. We believe that there are States, among them

some great Powers, which possess such means. We tell them: Give

those means to U Ihant and furnish him those reasons unequivocally,

and we do not doubt that the Secretary-General will remain in office.

If, unfortunately, those great Powers do not furnish any real proof

of their will to make the Secretary-General reverse his decision,

then we shall undergo a much graver and longer crisis. Indeed,

whoever may be the man who will be elected to succeed U Thant, he, also

will have to receive reasons which will assure him that he will be
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able to discharge his high functions as Secretary-General under

conditions and with the means which seem to have been so sadly

lacking in the case of our Secretary-General during the last part of

his term of office.

'At the same time, I believe that the ideological differences

that have divided the world are beginning to show signs of losing

their sharp edge, and I Approach the end of my term of office with

some confidence that, over the years, the United Nations will prove

to be the means by which mankind will be able not only to survive but

also to achieve a great human synthesis.' (Supplement Ho. 1A

(A/6301/Add.l). page !*<-)

Thus spoke U Thant in concluding his Introduction to the Annual Report.

That is also the hope of the Government of the Republic of Guinea,

and my delegation expresses the most fervent wishes for its realization

in the interest of the human race and in the interest of future

generations."
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Mr. KYASULU, Malawi (A/PV.1̂ 36 at page 3): "I feel also that it is

only fitting that I should add my country's tribute, along with those

of many others, to the work of our Secretary-General, whose patience,

hard work and untiring devotion to the cause of peace have been an

inspiration to us all. It is a matter of deep regret to us all that

his term of office comes to an end this year, but it is our sincere

hope that this event will not bring to an end the valuable services

which he has rendered to the United Nations over the past few years,

and that we shall all continue in the future to benefit from the

example which we have in him of a man truly dedicated to the cause of

the United Nations."

Mr. NYASULU, Malawi (A/FV.114-36 at page 13 and llf-15): "To our deep

regret, another year has passed without seeing an end to the bitter

and distressing armed struggle in Viet-Wam. That fighting and blood-

shed should still be continuing in that unfortunate country reflects

no credit on anybody and must remain a blot on the consciences of all

of us.

"I do not propose to indulge in recriminations over the rights

and wrongs of the conflicting ideologies which have split that country

in two and thrown it into the pit of civil war, for there is upon the

conscience of the whole world a far greater wrong — the wrong of war

itself.

"We cannot believe that anyone in this Assembly does not want to

see peace in Viet-Nam, but peace needs good will on both sides; just

as it takes two to make a quarrel, so too it takes two to make peace.



Neither of the conflicting parties in Viet-Nam has the right, so long

as bloodshed continues there, to stand upon its dignity and argue

the rights of its political philosophies. Those rights and wrongs

must be argued out around the conference table.

"In the hope that all those on either side of the conflict

with whom the power to bring peace to the peoples of Viet-Nam rests

may pay heed to the voice of a small nation that believes above all

else in peaceful coexistence, we appeal not just to one side and its

supporters but to both sides to bring an end to this stupid and

needless bloodshed and to come together around a conference table

with a sincere and honest intent to find a modus Vivendi which will

bring to the unhappy peoples of Viet-Nam a release from their present

suffering in the toils of war. In short, I cannot do better than

echo the words of His Holiness Pope Paul VI in his recent appeal for

peace in Viet-Nam when he said:

'We renew our sorrowful appeal for peace and concord, and we ask

that every means be taken, every road followed, so that at long last

that just and honourable solution can be achieved which is so ardently

desired by all humanity.'"

Mr. BROWN, United Kingdom (A/PV.1̂ 36 at pages 18-20): "There is

perhaps little I can add to the expressions of deep appreciation of

the dedicated work of our Secretary-General. For our part, the British

Government welcomes the decision of the Secretary-General that he is

prepared to remain in office until the end of this session. We add

our heartfelt wish that, in spite of the great burden that this will

impose upon him, U Thant will decide to continue in office. The United

Nations needs3him, and the world needs him."
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Mr. BROWN, United Kingdom (A/W.1̂ 6 at pages 32,33, 3̂ -35 and 36):

"I now come to the issue which troubles us all veiy much: Viet-Nam.

Her Majesty's Government has watched the deepening conflict in

Viet-Nam with the utmost concern. In my own case, as in the case of

Mr. Gromyko, there is a further reason for personal concern in that

we are the two Co-Chairmen of the 195̂  Geneva Conference, which was

meant to resolve the problems of Indo-China twelve years ago.

"Let me try to set out clearly the essence of my Government's

policy on Viet-Nam, which I put before my party at Brighton last week

and which was there so overwhelmingly endorsed. There seems to me to

be one fundamental and inescapable fact. There cannot be, nor should

there be, a military solution to this conflict. We believe that the

only feasible solution is a political settlement reached through

negotiations. It is to this aim that I should now like to address

myself for a few moments.

"I do not want to delay you by going back over past history or

into allegations and counter-allegations. But, all the same, let us

not delude ourselves. Hanoi has in fact blocked the way to progress

through negotiations and a political settlement. President Johnson

recently announced in Detroit his willingness to accept a time-table

for withdrawal from South Viet-Nam if North Viet-Nam would do the

same. So far I know of no response. Wow again at this twenty-first

session of the Assembly Mr. Goldberg has announced the willingness of

the United States Government to stop all bombing of North Viet-Nam

the moment it received any assurance that the cessation would be met

by a prompt reciprocal act of de-escalation from the other side. He

also raised again the possibility of a time-table for a supervised

phased withdrawal of all external forces from South Viet-Nam. So
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far we have looked in vain for a response. But, even so, I am

convinced there is now common ground in the 195̂  Geneva Agreements

which "both the Worth Viet-Namese and the United States have said can

be a basis for a settlement. This being so, I repeat to Mr. Gromyko

from this world rostrum the invitation which I made to him from the

Labour Party Conference in Brighton. I invite him to join with me

in reconvening the Geneva Conference and I should be glad if he were

able to do so today.

"Bearing in mind the Geneva Agreements, I believe that a settle-

ment should be possible along the following lines:

(a) A conference of the parties to the war and other interested

Governments should meet as soon as possible.

I see no reason why the National Liberation Front or the Vietcong

should not be represented at the conference, and I welcome the United

States assurance that this question is 'not an insurmountable problem1

from its point of view.

(b) As soon as the principle of holding a conference is accepted,

the following measures should be carried out:

(1) The bombing of North Viet-Mam by United States and

South Viet-Namese aircraft should cease, and a pledge should be

given that bombing would not be resumed unless and until the

conference had met and failed and the war had restarted.

(2) The introduction of United States forces and military

supplies into South Viet-Mam should cease, and there should be no

further work on military bases.

(3) Hie dispatch of North Viet-Mam troops and military

supplies to South Viet-Nam should cease.
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(c) As soon as is practicable the High Command of each side

should simultaneously give orders that its forces would not initiate

any new aggressive actions. This would be a preliminary to the cease-

fire which it should be the first object of the conference to achieve.

(d) "While the conference is negotiating the cease-fire, it should

also agree on the main principles of a political settlement for Viet-Nam.

This should be based, as both the United States Government and the

Hanoi Government have repeatedly insisted, on 'the essentials of the

Geneva Agreement of 195U'•

(1) There should be free elections held in Worth and South

Viet-Nam within a specified period: say two years.

(2) There should be an amnesty for all Vietnamese who have

participated on either side and in any capacity, military or civil,

in the.war. Everyone should be guaranteed personal liberty, safety and

civil rights.

(3) The Governments chosen in those elections should freely

decide if, when, and on what terms North and South Viet-Nam should be

united as a single State. There should be no intervention by any

foreign Power in that decision.

(4) North and South Viet-Nam should be neutralized, and

should accept obligations not to allow any foreign troops or bases on

their respective territories, and not to join any military alliance.

(5) The Governments of the United States of America and

North Viet-Nam should agree on a time-table for the simultaneous with-

drawal of their respective forces from South Viet-Nam, and for the

liquidation of any bases they may have established there. A date

should be fixed by which this operation would be completed. Again,

two years after the ratifications of the political settlement which
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the Conference drew up would seem to be a good suggestion.

(6) The armed forces of North and South Viet-Nam should

be reduced and limited by the political settlement drawn up.

"All the above measures, including the elections, the evacuation

of American and North Viet-Nam forces and the reduction of North and

South Viet-Nam armed forces should be conducted under international

inspection and control. And there should be an international campaign

for the economic and social rehabilitation of North and South Viet-Nam,

with the purposes of repairing the ravages of war and of demonstrating

the advantages of peaceful international co-operation.

"The present international Commission of Control, strengthened,

if so desired, by the addition of representatives of other Powers,

should be made responsible for the execution of the above measures. The

Commission should have at its disposal an international peace-keeping

force, similar to those in Sinai and Cyprus."

"That is the kind of proposal I advocate. It is definite, it

is specific and it is detailed. I ask that ailil should j'oin together to

adopt it now."

Mr. BELOKOLOS, Ukrainian SSE (A/PV.1̂ 36 at page 42, l£,UM»5 and U6):

"In its vain and doomed attempts to rescue its band of Saigon

henchmen, the United States grossly and unceremoniously interfered in

the internal affairs of South Viet-Nam. Having broken the Geneva Agreements

of 195̂  •> the United States went to Viet-Nam as an aggressor and as the

throttlers of the freedom and independence of the Vietnamese people. The

interference of the United States in South Viet-Nam was subsequently

converted into open aggression, which the people of Viet-Nam has countered

with its own unshakeable will to defend freedom and independence. That
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people is invincible because there is no force nowadays which can

overcome the sacred yearning of peoples for freedom and independence.

In bombing the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, the leading circles

of the United States assume a heavy responsibility for the

escalation of the war in Viet-Bam and for all the possibilities

that might arise.

-A



- 189 -

"We should state quite clearly and categorically that the attack

upon the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam "by the American imperialists

has thrown down a challenge to all socialist countries. The Vietnamese

people, "by its resoluteness, not only is defending its national rights,

but is making an important contribution in the struggle of alJ the

peoples -which form part of the socialist system and of all peoples

fighting for peace, democracy and socialism. The socialist States

have given assistance and will continue to give assistance to the

heroic Vietnamese people in the form and on the scale that the Govern-

ment of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam deems necessary.

"The people of the Ukrainian SSR, who lost several millions of

its sons and daughters in the war against the Hitlerite occupationists,

understand the feelings of the freedom-loving Vietnamese people and

expresses to them its brotherly solidarity. The Government and people

of the Ukrainian SSR fully support all the measures taken by the

Government of the Soviet Union in giving aid and all-round assistance

to the Viet-namese people in their struggle against foreign aggression,

and we consider that this contribution is our international duty.

"By its actions, the United States not only has encroached upon

the independence and freedom of the Vietnamese people, but is causing

an increasingly serious threat to universal peace. In the course of

the present debate once again we have heard the demands of the peace-

loving peoples that an end be put to the United States aggression,

that the hot-beds of war in South East Asia be removed and that the

normalization of international relations be achieved. In the course

of recent times the United States has been engaged in hypocritical
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talks about peace negotiations without any pre-conditions, but

world public opinion has had an opportunity of realizing that each

new "variant" of such proposals is being advanced essentially at a

time when Washington is planning a further escalation of its war

efforts in Viet-Nam. There have been numerous statements by United

States representatives recently, including those made from this rostrum,

regarding the United States attempts to achieve negotiations, and an

additional peace initiative has been mentioned here by the representative

of the United States; but no sooner had Mr. Goldberg left this rostrum

that the United States Defense Secretary, Mr. McNamara, indicated that

there had been a JO per cent increase in the production of military

aircraft. ¥e would ask, therefore, whether this is an accidental

synchronization, or whether these new aircraft have become necessary

for handing to the Vietnamese people the olive branch of peace, that

olive branch which was produced recently in this hall with so much

pomp by the United States representative. The world very well knows

what exactly is being delivered in Viet-Nam by United States aircraft.

In recent times, the influential political and military leaders

in the United States have been urging more frequently a push-through

and an increase in the bloody wagers in this mad gamble. Things have

come to such a pass that it has been recommended that atomic weapons

•be used against the Vietnamese people, that the Democratic Republic

of Viet-Nam should be blockaded, that a campaign to the North be engaged

in, and so on. As for the Government of the United States, the

impression is being created that, having lost its international prestige
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and finding itself in a situation of international isolation, it

is trying to "base itself on extreme rightist circles and is more

frequently finding itself in their wake. To act in this fashion

is to embark upon a course of further recklessness and to expose

the world to ever-increasing threats of war.

At the present time, a great deal of noise is being made in the

United States about the conference which is to "be held in Manila, but,

taking into account the fact that at that conference only those

countries which are in one way or another involved in -fcae aggression

in Viet-Nam will take part, it can be asserted beforehand that it will

be a conclave of aggressors whose plan will be to develop a further

programme for the waging of war and its escalation.

There is an appropriate political basis for the genuine solution

of the Viet-Nam problem, and this is contained in the well-known

proposal of the Government of the Democratic Eepublic of Viet-Nam

and of the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam, a proposal

that is fully in accord with the Geneva Agreements of 195̂ . As

was stated on 2 September of this year by the Prime Minister of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam:

"Our people are profoundly dedicated to the cause of peace,

but genuine peace, not peace on the basis of the American

pattern under the boot of the American aggressor. Our people

understand full well that genuine peace can occur only when

full freedom and independence have been secured."

¥e are convinced that the gallant people of Viet-Nam, supported

as it is by the peoples of all the socialist countries and the freedom-

loving peoples of other countries, will ultimately be victorious,
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Trill literate its land from domination and interference by the United

States imperialists and will become the master of its own fate.

Mr. BELOKOLOS. Ukrainian SSE (A/FV.lk36 at page 59-60)

While setting forth from this rostrum our views regarding the

activities of the United Nations and its place in international

affairs, the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR would wish to stress

the prominent role played by our distinguished Secretary-General,

U Thant, and to proclaim that if he were to express his willingness

to remain for an additional term at his post, such decision on his

part would meet with the support of the Ukrainian SSR.
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Mr. MGONJA, United Republic of Tanzania, (A/PV.1̂ 37 at pages 2 and 3-5):

"My delegation, however, fully understands the most

embarrassing situation in which an honest gentleman like U Thant

is put in the kind of circumstances under which he is called to serve

the United Nations. What must lie even more disturbing to such an

honest person is the fact that the same Members whose conduct in the

international scene has made it difficult and perhaps impossible for

him to agree to stay on in office are also in the forefront in the

efforts to make him stay.

"U Thant says, 'Stop aggression under whatever cover it is

conducted.1 He urges, 'Be honest with yourselves and remove the racial

domination of majority "by minority in southern Africa.' And he pleads

with the rich, 'Instead of merely paying lip service to the problems of

developing countries, be more realistic, ease the terms of trade and

increase your aid.' But alas, none of this is heeded. And yet.

Members continue uttering in the United Nations words hardly matched

by their conduct."

Mr. MGONJA, Tanzania (A/FV.114-37 at pages 6 and 7): "That brings us

naturally to the question of the conditions likely to hinder the

holding of such a universal conference. One of these certainly is the

existing war in Viet-Nam. The Government and people of Tanzania view

with sadness and alarm the daily mountain of casualties in that

unfortunate war. The steady escalation, the attack on the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam, the use of inhuman and outlawed methods, and

the violations of international treaties and agreements are all-too-

evident signs of involvement to the point where the will to win is in

danger of eclipsing the very existence of the Viet-Namese people.
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Tanzania believes that these dangerous violations should be brought to

an immediate end. What is required is not the hammering out of

something new to bring peace to the combattants, but the use and

observance of the provisions already agreed to in the Geneva Accords

of 195k.

"My delegation believes that nothing justifies the use of

force to settle disputes between nations in this era of our existence,

except under the auspices of approval of the United Nations. The

League of Nations Covenant, the Stimson Doctrine — non-recognition

of the fruits of aggression — the Nuremberg and other trials of war

criminals, the United Nations Charter and the consensus of disapproval

of the interventions in Suez in 1956, all confirm the outlawing of

war and the use of force as an instrument of national policy. The

use of armed might by one or more nations against another, except

where approved or authorized by the institutionalized procedures of

the United Nations, is an international legal as well as moral wrong.

That is why the continuance of the war in Viet-Nam is a tragedy for

the United Nations and the international family as a whole. We

further believe that, if left alone, the Viet-Namese people could

settle the issues in the best interests of Viet-Nam, Asia and the

world.

Mr. BISHTI, Libya (A/PV.1̂ 37 at pages 27-30, 31 and 32): "The entire

world has learned with deep regret of the Secretary-General's

decision not to make himself available for another term of office.

Libya, which has joined the other Member States in expressing concern

and in appealing to U Thant to reconsider continuing in office,

welcomes his acceptance to remain until the end of the present session.
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Although we are aware of the various international circumstances

underlying the Secretary-General's decision, we have not entirely

lost hope that U Thant will remain in office for another term at

this critical Juncture in which the world Organization is acquiring

greater responsibilities.

"Meanwhile, the Libyan delegation can only express to U Thant

its full appreciation for his formidable and unceasing efforts since

he assumed the position of Secretary-General to further the cause of

international peace and security and the fulfilment of the objectives

and principles of this Organization.

"The unanimity in urging the Secretary-General to stay on is, in

itself, a positive proof of the international community's recognition

and esteem for U Thant's integrity, sagacity and impartiality in his

service to the cause of peace in conformity with the principles of the

Charter.

"The international community has been disappointed in its high

hopes for the consolidation of peace and the elimination of tensions

throughout the world; the war which is still raging in Viet-Nam

threatens to expand to the entire region of South-East Asia; the

problem of Palestine still awaits a just and final solution; the

policy of racial discrimination, of apartheid, is still pursued in

South Africa; many countries are still deeply engaged in the arms

race and in devising weapons of mass destruction; some of the

colonialist Powers still refuse to abide by the resolutions of this

Organization on the liquidation of colonialism and on the granting of

self-determination to peoples; and there are scores of other

international problems.

"The problem of Viet-Wam arouses the anxiety of the entire
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world in view of the recent expansion and of the frightful escalation

of the war. The circumstances of this problem have tied the hands of

the United Nations and have prevented it from carrying out its

mission of maintaining peace and security in that part of the world.

The Libyan delegation, while expressing its appreciation for the

sincere efforts made to solve the problem of Viet-Nam, deeply regrets

that such efforts have not been successful.

"My delegation feels that this fact calls from us greater

efforts to reach a peaceful and just settlement of this grave problem.

We are still hopeful, however, that the spirit of wisdom and

moderation will prevail over considerations of pride, of politics or

of ideology, and that all the parties concerned will come to the

negotiating table to put an end to this tragic war.
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Mr. EHGONE. Gabon (A/PV.1̂ 38 at pages 2-5): "At the same time the

Government of the Gabonese Republic s&nd its delegation which I have

the honour to lead wishes to pay a special tribute to U Thant for

his high-mindedness, his competence and his tireless activities on

behalf of peace. Our dearest wish is that the United Nations will be

able to benefit during a new term of office from the presence at the

head of the Secretariat of this distinguished person who has come to

symbolize, in himself, the ideal of peace which is his raison d'etre.

Mr. ENGOHE. Gabon (A/FV.1438 at page 1?): "if our Organization, in

which we place all our hopes, must endeavour to eradicate the

consequences of past wars, surely it is called upon still more —

and this is the very goal of our Organization — to do all in its

power to wipe out the current conflicts and make future wars impossible.

I have in mind the distressing conflict that continues to rend Viet-

Nam, a brother nation, which has in fact been in a state of war for

a generation."

Mr. LIU, China (A/PV.1̂ 38 at pages 27,28-50 and 3l): "What is happen-

ing in Viet-Nam is not a local rebellion caused by internal discontent.

It is a war of aggression conducted from across the northern border

of the Republic of Viet-Nam. The Viet-Cong guerrillas are the creatures

of Hanoi. They are trained, armed, supplied and directed by the

Communist North with the support of Peiping. Their mission is to

destroy the Republic of Viet-Nam1s will to resist, to erode its faith
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in the future, to paralyse its social, economic and political

progress. Their favourite targets for murder and destruction include

teachers, medical officers, village officials and local community

leaders. In the countryside and in small provincial towns the number

of innocent people murdered now runs into tens of thousands — and

this is called a 'war of national liberation*I

"Yet the people of the Republic of Viet-Nam have not been

intimidated into submission. Even in the midst of war they have never

ceased to make progress in the social, economic and political realms.

In September this year elections were held for a constituent assembly

to draw up a new constitution. It is a representative assembly

elected on the basis of universal suffrage. Its members have come

from all walks of life and every geographical area. This is no small

achievement in a war-torn country and should give food for thought

to those who are ready to believe the worst of the Republic of Viet-

Nam.

"The Republic of Viet-Nam is a small and militarily weak country.

Faced with a situation with which it could not adequately cope, its

Government was forced to call upon the United States to come to its

assistance. The United States answered that call, recognizing and

accepting the great responsibilities devolving upon it as the leader

of the free world. We believe the purpose of the United States and

its allies in Viet-Nam is to halt communist aggression and to enable

the people of South Viet-Nam to choose their own path into the future

in peace and without outside interference. Communist subversion and

aggression must be halted in Viet-Nam, just as it was halted in Greece

and Turkey, Korea and the Caribbean.
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"My delegation sincerely hopes that the day will soon come when

the brave people of the Republic of Viet-Nam, who have suffered so

much and so long from external aggression, will once again be able

to live in peace among themselves as well as with their neighbours.

We are appreciative of the initiatives taken by various Governments

and individual statesmen in an effort to bring the Viet-Nam issue

from the battlefield to the conference table. But it seems to us

that before any meaningful negotiations can be undertaken there must

be a clear understanding of the ends to be achieved. Certainly the

freedom and independence of the Republic of Viet-Nam cannot be bargain-

ed away in the name of peace. Certainly negotiation cannot mean any

abandonment of resistance to communist aggression, thus leaving the

Republic of Viet-Nam to the tender mercies of Ho Chi Minh. Certainly

negotiation cannot be just another name for defeat for all the peoples

of South-East Asia who refuse to submit to an unwanted fate.

"Unfortunately, that is precisely what some influential people

have been advocating. These people seem to believe that the conflict

in Viet-Nam is just a United States war. They seem to think that

peace will come to Viet-Nam once United States forces are withdrawn.

That, if I may say so, is unadulterated appeasement. If the history

of the Second World War teaches any lesson, it is that appeasement

does not advance the cause of peace; it will only whet the appetite

of the aggressor and encourage him to commit more and more aggressions

until a time when there is no tolerable alternative to war.

"The whole of South-East Asia needs peace. But it must be a

genuine peace, a peace based on law and justice and not one that will

deliver millions of free men to communist enslavement.
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"But Hanoi and Peiping want no lasting peace. Conflict to the

"bitter end is the stuff from which they draw their very sustenance.

They are out, in the Republic of Viet-Nam, to win victory for

Communism. To achieve that victory they will stop at nothing. They

do not believe that the United States, for all its military might,

has the patience and perseverance to fight a protracted war. They

are convinced that sooner or later the United States will be forced

by pressures at home and abroad to withdraw. It is for that reason

that they have rejected all proposals for a peaceful settlement of

the Viet-Nam war.

"It is for this reason that they have spurned the generous offers

of peace articulated by the representative of the United States in

his speech before this Assembly. They have nothing but contempt for

the suggestion that both sides take steps to de-escalate the war.

The People's Daily of Peiping, in a recent editorial dated 2k September

1966, declared:

'The core of the Viet-Nam question is by no means the question

of de-escalating the war, but a question for the United States

aggressors to pack themselves off immediately from Viet-Nam, lock, stock

and barrel.*

"It is thus crystal clear that Peiping and Hanoi want no

political solution of the Viet-Nam question and that the only

language they understand is the language of force and violence. Peace,

therefore, will not come to Viet-Nam until the Communist aggressors

are convinced that they cannot win by force and violence and that

aggression does not pay. At present, they are not so convinced. On

the contrary, they believe that they are already halfway to victory.
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All proposals for peace are in their view a *hoax* and a *bait*

designed to induce the Viet-Namese to lay down their arms and abandon

their struggle for 'national liberation1,

"So much for Viet-Nam. Let me now turn to the general problem

of building peace."

Mr. RIAD. United Arab Republic (A/PV.1438 at pages U? and 1*8-50): "The

continuation of the military operation, and the escalation of its

extent, constitute an alarming threat, fraught with the highest

probability of becoming widespread. The dark shadows it has already

cast envelop the international community, and have indeed added new

complications which could jeopardize efforts being taken to attain

world peace.

"While we therefore call for the cessation of air raids over

North Viet-Nam, without conditions or reservations, our motive

derives from our belief that this is an essential step conducive to

any progress toward restoration of peace in Viet-Nam. We also believe

that the right of self-determination lies with the people of Viet-Nam

themselves, from coercion or foreign interference. In order to

accomplish such an objective, it becomes necessary to withdraw all

foreign troops from Viet-Wam. Such views are consonant with the

Geneva Agreements of 1954 and 1962. The road to peace in Viet-Nam,

therefore, requires the execution and honouring of such agreements

whose terms will also assure for the Vietnamese people the attainment

of their national aspirations: building their homeland in freedom,

without foreign intervention.
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"We further believe that securing peace in Viet-Nam cannot be

conclusive if full acknowledgement is not accorded to the existing

reality of the Liberation Front in South Viet-Nam as a liberation

movement. This liberation organization is the main party to the

existing conflict."

"In this context, I wish to beg leave, and express to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations a deserving comment of praise

for the numerous efforts and endeavours sincerely undertaken by him

in search for a solution to the Vietnamese problem.

"The United Arab Republic has examined with keen interest the

Secretary-General's report issued on 1 September 1966. We certainly

believe that his statement expressed his honest and sincere opinion.

We also, on the other hand, appreciate in the fullest sense his

appraisal of the present international crisis, but nevertheless

continue to cherish the hope that there may arise the circumstances

that would enable him to continue his invaluable services to this

international Organization."
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Mr. CHALMERS. Haiti (A/Ff.lbkQ at pages 2 and. 3-5): "In carrying on

past traditions, our mentor emeritus. His Excellency U Thant, has

worked hard to kindle the spirit of co-operation and promote peace —

so necessary for the progress of mankind. He continues to personify

the confidence of the peoples of the world, though we approach the

brink of world-wide disaster. In order to underscore the threat at

hand, while stressing also the great value of the Secretary-General's

work, and what he has accomplished in the field of mediation, may I

once again repeat the message of that great Haitian statesman, His

Excellency Dr. Frangois Duvalier, on the occasion of the announcement

of U Thant !s decision not to continue for a further term:

'On behalf of the Haitian people, and on my own behalf, I

wish to associate myself with the dismay caused in international

governmental circles by the decision of His Excellency U Thant not to

serve for another term as Secretary-General of the United Nations.

'His rare qualities as a distinguished mediator and champion of

peace have inspired the spirit of co-operation which is so necessary

among the Members of our Organization and, going beyond the letter

of the Charter, have strengthened the principle of balance between the

societies of today's world.

"The departure of U Thant would bring about the downfall of this

great institution. I greatly fear that it would lead the United

Nations to the same ultimate fate as the former League of Nations.

'All human communities have an interest in the maintenance of

the United Nations. It is the only authority which, because of its

universality, is capable of control of today's world problems, and

able to cope with today's varying ideologies.
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•I am convinced that U Thant, Secretary-General of the United

Nations, will continue to personify this moral guarantee and this

noble confidence of the international community and of my Government

and the Haitian people1"

Mr. CHALMERS. Haiti (A/FV.lkkQ at page T) : "The war in Viet-Nam

brings to mind the Polish Corridor. It makes us remember the untold

suffering caused by atomic weapons which, if used again, would be

the downfall of our civilization. There might be some compensation

to be drawn from this acute problem if attempts are made to construct

rather than to destroy and if the antagonists should prove wise enough,

by means of conciliation, to live up to the Purposes and Principles

of the Charter of the United nations. Unfortunately, efforts at

mediation have proved vain to date. Our Organization, whose authority

and universality transcends communities, is tireless in its effort

to maintain international peace and security. It continues to

attempt to do what is necessary to solve this conflict. It is, however,

threatened and its prestige is endangered — threatened with the

possibility of becoming an instrument of struggle among rival blocs —

but it is endeavouring to narrow the gap between communist and non-

communist nations, between the rich and the poor. The Secretary-

General of our Organization has done everything he can in the field

of mediation. He has called for understanding in the major capitals

of the world — just as did Pope Paul VI, in this very hall. However,

U Thant is quite aware of the hardening of positions on the part of
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the major Powers. I wonder whether he, who represents the hope of

mankind, can help the Viet-Namese conflict to "be honourably solved,

or whether he can help us to "bring the ship of peace to safe harbour."

Mr. PACHACHI. Iraq (A/PV.1̂ 0 at pages 27, 28-30 and Jl): "For reasons

which are known to all, the problem of Viet-Nam is not being

formally considered at this session of the General Assembly. However,

it is a situation fraught with the gravest danger for international

peace and security, and is inflicting unimaginable suffering and

anguish on the people of that unhappy land. It is, therefore, our

duty as Members of an Organization dedicated to peace to express our

concern in the hope that our collective voice will influence those

directly involved to bring to an end this serious danger to peace.

"The first thing to remember about the war in Viet-Wam is that

it did not break out suddenly. What started as an internal conflict

was gradually expanded and escalated in the mistaken belief that only

through greater military effort would the problem be solved. This,

inevitably, led to a systematic and massive bombardment on a scale

never matched in such a small and limited area.

"In order to deal effectively with the situation, it is necessary,

I think, to identify the real character of the conflict. The first

fact to be borne in mind about the Viet-Namese situation is that it

is essentially a civil war. As a civil war fought for political

reasons, aiming at the attainment of certain political ends, it must

be clear that no military solution is possible, and that the only

solution which can be enduring must be based on the freely expressed

wishes of the people of Viet-Wam.
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"But, in order to achieve this, the war must "be prevented from

further expansion. This can be achieved by the complete cessation of

bombing, and the scaling down of military operations, the stopping of

all reinforcements and military build up. The ultimate political

solution must be based on the 195̂  Agreements envisaging the indepen-

dence, unity and neutralization of Viet-Nam. As the distinguished

Foreign Minister of France said:

'To return to the Geneva Agreements means to agree to evacuate

all foreign forces and to prohibit their return; to ban any outside

interference whatsoever in the affairs of Viet-Nam, on condition of

its commitment to maintain a policy of strict neutrality in the future

•with all those provisions being embodied in an international treaty

that vould be signed by, and therefore binding upon, all the great

Powers and the other countries directly involved. ̂A/FV. 1̂ 20, p.

Mr. PACHACHI. Iraq (A/Ff.DAQ at pages ̂ 2 and kj-k1?): "I have left to

the end of my statement what I consider to be the most important

question facing this session of the General Assembly, namely, the

decision of U Thant not to offer himself for re-election as Secretary-

General. He has rendered great services to this Organization and

he has earned universal confidence and esteem. No one can really

disagree with the reasons which prompted him to take this decision,

which we hope is not irrevocable. I add my voice to the numerous

distinguished representatives who preceded me in expressing the hope

that he will find it possible to reconsider his decision, especially

as there seems to be such a strong response to his appeal to us all
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to deal seriously with the problems and the difficulties which led

to his decision. We ask him to stay on because he is needed at this

critical juncture in the life of the Organization for the ideals of

•which he has dedicated himself with such single-minded devotion."

Mr. GURINOVICH. Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,

at pages 43-̂ 5): "...may I also confirm our favourable attitude

towards the idea that the Secretary-General, U Thant, continue his

efforts as Secretary-General for another term".

Mr. GURIHOVTCH. Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,

at pages M5,̂ 7j&nd W3-50): "Less than a year ago we unanimously

proclaimed in the United Nations the Declaration on the Inadmissa-

bility of Intervention in the Domestic Affairs of States and the

Protection of Their Independence and Sovereignty (resolution 2131 (XX)).

However, the resounding applause in the General Assembly Hall greeting

that declaration was drowned out by the explosions of United States

bombs and the salvos of United States artillery sowing death and

destruction among the fruitful labours of the peace-loving and

freedom-loving Vietnamese people.

"The American military paid no heed to the solemn obligations

incurred by the Declaration which was adopted on behalf of the United

States by its representative in the United Wat ions.

"Does this not indicate that certain States Members of the

United Nations only pay lip service to the expressed will of the

majority, while continuing to violate the Charter and wage a policy

that is very dangerous to the cause of peace. How shabby are, for

instance, the hypocritical statements of United States politicians
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concerning 'peaceful ways' of settling the problem of Viet-Nam,

•which -was created by them. Can one reconcile talk of peace with

bombings of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam by United States

aircraft, with the constant escalation of United States forces in

Viet-Nam and the expansion of its military and punitive operations

there? Consider once again the scale of the aggressive war waged

by the United States against the people of Viet-Nam.

"At present in South Viet-Nam there is one American interventionist

for about every forty local inhabitants, including the elderly,

women and children.

"Following the United States representative's statement at this

session of the General Assembly of its 'peace mission', the United

States increased the number of its troops in Viet-Wam by 7,000. The

tonnage of American bombs dropped in Viet-Nam by the end of 1966 will,

according to the United States magazine, Foreign Affairs, of

October 1966, exceed the total tonnage dropped by United States

aircraft throughout the entire campaign in the Pacific during the

Second World ¥ar. Nevertheless, the United States does not conceal

its intention of increasing still further the number of its troops

in Viet-Nam and of escalating the war there.

"The Government of the United States is flagrantly trampling on

the Geneva Agreements on Indochina. More than that, utilizing «.n

the leverage of political and economic pressures, the Government of

that country has drawn into its criminal venture the South Korean

puppets, Australia, New Zealand and the Philippines, which have

already sent troops to South Viet-Nam, as well as certain Asian

countries which allow the United States to use bases located on their
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territory for the intensification of United States aggression in

South-East Asia.

"Being unable to bend the knee of the freedom-loving Viet-Namese

people, the American interventionists have now decided to paralyse the

life of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and, in those regions

controlled by the South Viet-Namese patriots, are systematically

destroying industrial enterprises, irrigation and water works, crops,

hospitals and dwellings, not stopping at the killing of innocent and

peaceful inhabitants. They also utilize such barbarous instruments of

destruction as napalm and poison gases, whose use was condemned and

prohibited by the Geneva Agreement of 1°25.

"If the United States truly wished to stop the war in Viet-Nam, it

should have adopted the proposals of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam

and the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Wam, since they were

entirely in accord with the Geneva agreements. But the United States

was unwilling to accept them. It wished to affirm its own perfidious

right by which the aggressor dictates the conditions for the settlement

of the dispute.

"Hiis is particularly illustrated in the statement by the

representative of the United States, Mr. Goldberg, at this session. His

proposal boils down to these essentials, namely, that the United States

was prepared to stop bombing the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam provided

that the patriotic forces of South Viet-Nam would capitulate to the aggres-

sor.

"Mr. Goldberg also said that the United States was prepared to

withdraw its troops from South Viet-Nam as the troops of other countries

were withdrawn. However, the whole world knows that in South Viet-Nam,

as well as the forces of the United States, there are units of their

•A
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co-conspirators in aggression whose -withdrawal from South Viet-Nam

depends entirely upon the United States.

"We note with satisfaction that many representatives, reflecting the

will of their peoples, have assumed the position of censuring the United

States aggression in Viet-Ham and call for its immediate cessation. But

we have to note regrettably that certain representatives have not been

consistent in their assessments of events in Viet-Mam.

"An invidious role was played by the representative of Thailand who

tried to protect the American aggressors and at the same time to white-

wash their hostile actions and the hostile actions of his own country in

the Indo-Chinese peninsula and to justify the utilization by the United

States of its territory for aggressive actions in Viet-Nam.

"The Government and people of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

Republic wish to join their voice with that of the entire world regarding

the immediate and unconditional cessation of the bombing of the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Ham by the United States Air Force, the withdrawal from

South Viet-Wam of all troops of the United States and its allies, so as

to create conditions under which the Viet-Uamese people could dispose of

their own internal affairs according to their own lights."

Mr. EL MUFTI, Sudan (A/W.l̂ O at pages 67 and 68): "But, there is no

denying the fact that we have felt some misgivings, since the Organization

has failed to meet the challenge of the ever-present threat to peace.

"Such misgivings are truly reflected in the Secretary-General1s

decision to relinquish his post in spite of the fact that States Members

of this Organization are unanimous in the opinion that it is necessary

for him to remain.
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"The failure of this Organization to explore new avenues for the

maintenance of peace has led the Secretary-General to take this decision*

In his letter to the Security Council on 1 September he expressed, in no

uncertain terms, the nature of the crisis that threatens the very existence

of the United nations. The crisis of the United Nations stems from its

hesitancy to take: new initiatives for peace and co-operation in a world

where the pressure of events may, at any moment, plunge the whole of

humanity into its doom.

"While this Assembly proceeds with debates, the world is at war. For,

although the war in South Viet-Nam is localized in its most brutal aspects

at the actual scene of battle, it is nevertheless a war whose repercussions

are not confined to Viet-Nam, but extend across the seas and continents

to the whole world.

"The people of Viet-Nam, who are crushed by the intolerable burden

of this war on its land, have an inalienable right, like all people of the

world, to determine their own future without any foreign interference*

Certainly, the Charter of the United Nations and the provisions of the

Geneva Agreements of 195̂ - should, and do, provide the principles for

resolving this conflict and the means to rescue the people of Viet-Nam

from their fate, and perhaps save the peace of the world.

"The United States of America, as a great Power with special

responsibilities for world peace, owes it to itself and to the world to

take the first giant step with courage and promptitude. The first step

towards peace is to stop the bombing of North Viet-Nam. The first move

in the effort for peace and a political solution is to give up trying to

impose a military solution whose failure is now patently apparent.

"Let us not be unmindful of the dangers of the escalation of the war

in Viet-Nam, but let us be fully aware that confining the conflict in
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Viet-Kam is not our desired goal, nor can the peace of the world be

maintained "by offering up the people of Viet-Nam on a sacrificial altar.

Its maintenance should "be based on the principles of justice, with the

United Nations as its universal guardian."
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Mr. CHERKAOUI, Morocco (A/EV.lM-1 at pages ̂ -5): "The Secretary-

General of the United Nations, -whom I should like to assure of the high

esteem and regard of my Government, has expressed better than anyone the

imperative need for mankind to see the United Nations take a leading role

in the safeguarding of world peace. We understand the soul searching

which has faced U Thant* We appreciate also the great difficulties

which would certainly arise if our Secretary-General were to leave us.

We venture to hope that new developments will permit the Secretary-

General to have at his disposal the necessary means to influence the

course of events and direct them towards peace, and also to find a

justification for a new decision on his part, one which would put U Thant

in a position to remain, with his same high authority, his great

integrity and sharp sense of fairness. and justice, to remain at the

head of the Secretariat of our Organization."

Mr. CHSRKA.OUI, Morocco (A/̂ V.lMH at pages 6 and 7-10): "At present the

tragedy which is evoking the gravest concern of humanity is that of the

military operations which are taking place at this time in South-East

Asia. We should like not to believe that that fighting, which is already

a veritable tragedy in itself, contains the seeds of a general conflagration.

More than ever we feel that the destiny of the world is one and that

international tension, in whichever geographical area it occurs, concerns

the entire planet.

"My government, anxious to see our Organization represent all nations,

has for several years voted in favour of the admission of People's China

to our Organization. Although that position is based on a desire for

equity, it is also meant to be realistic. Because People's China seated

in our midst would be in a better position to hear our concerted voices
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•which rise to ask for peace and to find a solution for the war in

Viet-Eam.

"Indeed, peace in Viet-Nam, which does depend in some measure upon

the will at once of Hanoi, the National Liberation Front and Saigon,

depends also on that of the People's Republic of China, the greatest

nation in Asia, which is specially concerned by everything that happens

in that part of the world. We have noted, with some relief, that a

large majority of speakers, particularly those who have a very

considerable influence over the events in Indochina, remain faithful to

the Geneva Agreement of 195̂ . That Agreement, thanks to the principles

laid down in them, remain a valuable framework for assuring the

foundations for peace in Viet-Ham. But first, and in order that the

Geneva Agreement may play a positive role, fighting must cease* We

ardently hope that the parties involved will find as soon as possible

the hoped-for compromise so that the bombing, the foreign intervention

and the infiltration of troops will come to an end*

"We think that a meeting ground does exist, and that the hoped-for

compromise is already becoming ripe, particularly because it is

acknowledged by all the parties to the conflict that a solution by force

of arms is neither possible nor desirable. Peace will only be further

facilitated if, on the one hand, the fundamental principles contained in

the Geneva Agreement — self-determination and non-interference in the

internal affairs of States and, on the other hand, the maintenance of

the ways and means concerning the fixing of the demarcation line on the

seventeenth parallel are scrupulously observed by all the parties

concerned.

"At this session several peace plans have been submitted. They all

have a lot in common. Their motives are noble because their purpose is

a return to peace. We should like to believe that all the voices which
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have been heard in this house will find in the final analysis a favourable

response from those who are directly or indirectly concerned in this

conflict."

Mr. PICGIOm, Italy (A/W.1̂ 1 at pages 26 and 27): "I wish to emphasize

that all Italians fervently wish to see the Viet-Wam conflict brought to

an end and that the Government of my country — within the limits of its

possibilities — intends to continue its efforts to bring this goal

nearer. On this point there is an identity of views among all sectors of

public opinion in Italy. This state of mind is illustrated by the fact

that the Rome Parliament has perhaps debated the Viet-Iam problem more

frequently than any other Parliament in the world. I also feel bound to

note that all the speakers who have come to this rostrum before me —

without exception — have expressed the wish to see the Viet-Nam war

brought to an end*

"This encouraging unanimity could lead one to conclude, at first sight,

that the task of restoring peace will not prove difficult. When we look

more closely, however, we find that the situation is otherwise.

"First, many of those who express a wish for an end to the conflict

add, expressly or tacitly, a condition: the victory of one side over the

other.

"We believe, instead, that restoration of peace must be sought for

its own sake, in the interest of all and in the particular interest of
t

the population concerned. In this connexion, the most interesting feature

of Ambassador Goldberg's references to Viet-Ham seems to me to have been

his statement that the United States is not seeking a military solution

to the conflict but a political solution. What is more, he set out the

position of the United States on the three essential points — the bombings,

the wihhdrawal of foreign troops and participation in peace talks — in

• A
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terms which did not differ greatly from the suggestions or ideas

advanced by world figures whose impartiality and objectivity in the matter

cannot be questioned at all. Consequently, no informed observer would

deny that a basis now exists for peace talks. The problem is no longer

to find a basis for negotiations. The problem is that of the common polit-
/

ical will to negotiate. And here we enter into the complex sphere of

psychological reactions and counter-reactions. I should like, however,

to dwell on one essential factor which sums them all up, namely, mistrust.

"There is indeed a formidable and fairly widespread mistrust. This

is not surprising, I repeat, when we bear in mind that what we are faced

with is a bitter conflict bringing in its train the misery, grief and

havoc which we all deplore. But how can this mistrust be overcome? Only,

of course, by testing the sincerity of those public statements which are
t

dismissed by the other side as mere propaganda. Experience teaches,

however, that this probing of intentions requires a suitable exchange of

ideas. Only after such an exchange of ideas can there be the first step

towards an agreement which can be made public subsequently. As matters

stand, however, at least as far as the United Nations is concerned, we

are still at the stage of public declarations which serve merely to keep

alive a sterile controversy. If we really wish to make progress in the

right direction, we must think of something new with which to overcome the
t

barrier of mistrust.

"Lastly, there is a distinct uncertainty about the final objectives

pursued by the parties, once the present conflicts are overcome. A
;

clarification in this regard might prove to be indispensable. Here again,

such a result can be achieved only by means of a new and appropriate

procedure."

'•A
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Mr. PICCIOHI, Italy (A/FV.lWa at pages te and Uj-Us): "At this point,

before concluding, I should like to note with satisfaction the Secretary-

General's decision to remain in office until the end of the General

Assembly session, as well as the promise he has given us to give
t

serious consideration to the appeal made to him by the Security Council.

In this appeal of the Security Council — in which everybody in this hall

certainly shared — there is, on the one hand, a recognition of the

great services rendered by the Secretary-General during his term of

office — not the least of which was his visit to the Council of Europe

and the memorable address which he delivered there — and, on the other

hand, a fear concerning the consequences which the replacement of the

Secretary-General might have upon the future of the United Nations in
t

such a situation as that confronting us today* And it is Just because

we sympathize with many of the reasons given by U Thant in his statements

and in his report that we believe that the present crisis can be

overcome only by a common effort in which the assistance of a man like

the Secretary-General, who is thoroughly acquainted with the causes of

that crisis, would be extremely desirable."

i t

Mr. SOLOMON, Trinidad and Tobago (A/W.lVil at page 56): "Like all other

delegations, the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago learned with great

regret of the decision of the Secretary-General, U Thant, to relinquish
t

his office at the end of the current term. We are deeply grateful that

he has agreed to stay on at least until the end of the present session and

we still hope that he can be persuaded to continue for an even longer

period the invaluable work which he has been performing in the cause of

world peace and in which he has received so little help from those who

are best able to provide it»

-A
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"The problems involved in Viet-Nam are varied and deep-seated.

Nevertheless, it would "be a poor way of demonstrating our appreciation

of the high qualities of our Secretary-General, and in particular of his

integrity and single-minded devotion to duty, if we believed that we

could persuade him to change his mind without ourselves showing any

evidence of a change of heart or without making any concrete new moves

in the direction of securing peace. Several suggestions have been offered

from this rostrum, calculated to encourage the combatants to settle

their differences around the conference table. As yet there is no clear

indication that any of the proposals offered so far will receive a
t

positive response from Hanoi. It may be that one final gesture is needed

to tip the scales. Here I ask the question: would it in any way damage

the Americans' cause if they undertook to have an unconditional pause in

the bombing of North Viet-Nam in the hope that this further evidence of

good will would convince Hanoi of their firm desire for an honourable

peace? It may be much to ask, but I am consoled by the thought of the

ancient proverb which says: 'The tree that is laden with fruit always
t

bends'*

"The Secretary-General has told us that certain major dangers threaten

the United Nations and the world itself. With a humility which must

elicit the admiration of all of us, he has confessed that, having done

all he can, he has none the less failed and he now prefers to step aside

and allow someone else to try. My delegation hopes that this Assembly,

in its turn, will rise to the level of conduct represented by such simple

but very impressive dignity."
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Mr. GUIMALI, Central African Republic (A/HM̂ M at page 78): "It is

from this peaceful point of view that my country hopes to see an end

put to a certain number of conflicts which are disturbing various parts

of the world and which constitute a serious threat to international peace

and security,

"First and foremost we are thinking of the distressing problem of

Viet-Nam. The people of the Central African Republic, moved by the

tragedy which is taking place in that part of Asia, appeal to the reason

of the belligerents of all sides and solemnly urge them to do everything

in their power to find a negotiated solution to the plight of the Viet-

namese who, we ardently hope, will themselves in the final analysis decide
/ <

their own destiny. We are in favour of self-determination. The United

Nations, in our humble opinion, is authorized to organize under its

aegis negotiations along these lines. In this way a rapid end would be

put to the hostilities, because it is highly desirable to see peace

reign in North Viet-Nam, on the one hand, and in South Viet-Nam, on the

other. It is hardly conceivable that two brotherly peoples should live

continually in a state of war to the benefit of foreign Bowers, because

of a question of prestige for one or the other.

"If negotiation as we would like to see it, under the auspices of

the United Nations, were to meet with the refusal of one of the parties

concerned, then the Central African Republic would draw the necessary

conclusions. But I urge that thought be given to this before it is too

late."
*

* t

Mr. GUIMALI, Central African Republic (A/FV.1̂ 1 at page 8l): "I should

like now to address myself to His Excellency U Thant. I should like to

convey to him, from the Government of the Central African Republic, a

.A
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message of tribute, very well deserved, for his qualities as a brave

servant, a devoted servant and an honest servant. In the Central African

Republic, my people and Government have always followed with close

interest all the efforts of U Thant. That is why my Government, through

its Permanent Representative in the.United Nations, urged him strongly

last June to accept a new term of office — an office which he has so

admirably filled,

"He knows that the Central African Republic has always shared his
t

joys. He must therefore also know that the Central African Republic

cannot remain indifferent to his disappointments. But we urge U Thant

to understand nonetheless that all human enterprise entails disappointment.

His services are particularly useful to our Organization because a threat

of permanent insecurity seems to hover over mankind. That is why the

Government of the Central African Republic and its people associate

themselves with friendly countries in asking our devoted Secretary-General

to make himself once again available in order to sit at the bedside of the

great world family which is undergoing a temporary but nevertheless

serious illness at the moment*11

f
Mr. SOLANO LOESZ, Paraguay (A/W.1̂ 1 at pages 88y and 89-90): "I have

already said that the war in Viet-Nam exerts its influence over this

Assembly, which in turn reflects the anguish of the whole world. Pew

things would be so welcome as an end to this bloody conflict; and the

search for formulas that will bring about a restoration of peace in that

area must continue without discouragement, even though up to the present

all efforts that have been made have met with frustration. In this

regard, the representative of the United States of America set forth, in

this very hall scarcely two weeks ago, proposals designed to bring the
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conflict from the blood-stained fields of tattle to a place free from

bloodshed, to negotiations in the search for peace. Since those

proposals were set forth, we have heard numerous comments — many

favourable, some unfavourable. Among these latter, some were aimed
i

at casting doubt upon the sincerity with which the proposals were made.

We are not satisfied with this manner of Judging, for it seems to us

that the only positive way for establishing their real nature — which

we believe to be sincere and genuine — is to submit them to the test.

So long as this is not done, so long as those who can and should weigh

them do not do so, such advance description of the alleged deceptive

character of those proposals is lacking in foundation."

f
Mr, SOLANO LOPEZ, Paraguay (A/PV.lMl-1 at pages 98-100): "In conclusions

I wish to refer to the statement made on 1 September last by the Secretary-

General, in which he announced to an incredulous audience his decision

not to offer his services for a second term of office. In the letter I

wrote to him on that same day I mentioned the great esteem of my country

for his constant devotion to the ideals of the United Nations and for his

unceasing efforts in the cause of international peace and security, as well

as for his efforts to promote higher standards of living for the great

mass of developing countries, all of which, I added, had earned for him
t

the admiration and respect for his personal qualities as a world figure*

A little later, I had the privilege of being a member of the committee of

Latin American representatives that asked him to reconsider his decision.

How, once again, from this rostrum, in the name of my country, I

respectfully repeat that appeal."
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Mr. ESCOBAR SERRANO, El Salvador (k/W.lkk2 at pages 2-5 and 6):

"El Salvador shares the deep concern of all the countries of the United

Nations at the prospect that Secretary-General U Thant will carry

through with his intention not to accept re-election for a further

term to his high post. There is nothing I can add in this connexion

that has not already been stated by the delegations which have preceded

me, either to praise him as he deserves for his wise actions, or to

try to convince this distinguished official of the need and advisability

for him to reconsider his decision and to decide to continue as the

Head of the Secretariat of the United Nations.

"After the many appeals addressed to the Secretary-General, U Thant,

which constitute the expression of the general will, all that we can

now hope for is that he will give us his final word which we hope will

be to the benefit of the Organization and of the cause of peace."

VSr. ESCOBAR SERRANO, El Salvador (A/W. lW+2 at page 8-10): "Undoubtedly,

the problem that now is of the greatest concern to mankind is the

serious situation in Viet-Nam, where a growing conflict is causing

enormous human suffering, with its consequent devastation and misery

for the people of that unfortunate region.

"In the face of this painful situation, my delegation expresses

its fervent hope for the rapid and just solution of this grave conflict,

bearing in mind that legitimate interests of all those countries which,

directly or indirectly, are involved, while hoping that an end will be

brought to the longer period of strife and suffering of the Asian

peoples.
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"We have listened with interest and satisfaction to the statement

of the representative of the United States, Mr. Goldberg, concerning

the conflict in Viet-Wam and the possibilities of its eventual solution.

It seems to my delegation that his approach opens the door for the

Governments concerned to negotiate constructively on the need to

achieve peace and to restore tranquillity in the Far East."

Mr. MftKESCU, Romania (A/FV.lUte at pages 22 and 25-25): "The delegation

of the Socialist Republic of Romania wishes to reaffirm from this

rostrum the stand of the Romanian people and Government, which firmly

condemn the aggressive war being waged by the United States in Viet-

Nam. It is a war of exceptional gravity, which endangers the peace

and security of the peoples in that area and which jeopardizes world

peace.

"We have listened to Mr. Goldberg1s speech, which was designed

to justify the aggression in Viet-Nam; but the stepping-up of the war

in that country, and the incessant bombings to which the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam is being subjected, flagrantly contradict the

statement about good and peaceful intentions contained in the

intervention made by the United States representative.

"The Romanian people fully understands the aspirations of the

Viet-Namese people for freedom̂  independence and the reunification of

its country, as my people has derived inspiration from those same

ideals for many centuries. The Romanian people expresses its full

solidarity and profound sympathy with the Viet-Namese people, which is
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waging a just struggle in defence of its freedom and independence

and for the assertion of its national identity. VSy people has granted

and will continue to grant the Viet-Namese people its entire material

and political support.

"All mankind views, with legitimate concern, the United States

aggression in Viet-Nam; it is preoccupied with the settlement of the

conflict and expects from the Government of the United States, not

statements about its peaceful intentions, "but concrete deeds in the

interest of peace.

"In thewview of the Romanian people and Government — and this is

a view which is making headway in the awareness of world public opinion -

there is only one way to settle the critical situation prevailing in

Viet-Nam: this is the way pointed out by the Government of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the National Liberation Front of

South Viet-Nam. The United States must put an end to its aggression

in Viet-Nam, stop bombing the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, recognize

the National Liberation Front as representative of the South Viet-

Namese people and apply strictly the Geneva Agreements on Viet-Nam.

All foreign troops must be withdrawn from Viet-Nam, and the Viet-Namese

people must be allowed freely to solve its internal problems, including

the implementation of national unity, according to its own will and

aspirations.

"It is with deep anxiety that the peace-loving countries regard

the fact that the United States has got itself bogged down in the war

in Viet-Nam, that it has chosen to bomb a free and sovereign State,
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the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam, and to launch air attacks on

Hanoi and Haiphong, causing material damage and losses of human lives

among the civilian population. These acts of military aggression are

in total contradiction with international norms, with the rules of

international law, and they run counter to the principles which inspire

our Organization.

"One of the measures which is highly imperative is the immediate,

unconditional and final cessation of the United States bombing of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam.

"It is for the United States to take this measure, since it is

precisely the United States which committed the aggression, and which

started these completely unwarranted bombings.

"Thus, not only would an end be put to the undeclared and unjust

war the United States is waging against a sovereign State - the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Kam - but this would also take into account

world opinion, which demands that conditions be created for the ending

of the conflict in Viet-Ham."

Mr. MMESCU, Romania (A/W.1̂ 2 at page ̂ l): "The report of the

Secretary- General puts before us a wide range of problems and measures,

the solution of which require energy, zeal and dedication. Ey his

experience and devotion, U Thant — to. whom the Romanian Government

hereby renews the expression of its feelings of esteem and appreciation

has been making a remarkable contribution to the solution of these

problems, a contribution which we wish to see continued."
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Mr. HERRBRA BAEZ, Dominican Republic (A/FV.lWtS at pages 56 and 57):

"One aspect of the maintenance of peace in which the Dominican Republic

is keenly interested is the question of the defence of democratic

institutions, in so far as this concept embraces not only economic

and social values but also undeniable political and moral values. It

is in the light of this conviction that we view the struggle of the

heroic people of South Viet-Warn in defence of their liberty and

security.

"In addition, in the view of the Government of the Dominican

Republic, the support at present being rendered the people of Viet^Nam

by the Government of the United States, as well as the other

Governments in that area of the world which are vitally interested in

the maintenance of democracy in South Viet-Nam, deserves our

confidence and respect,

"Faithful to the peace-loving American tradition to which my

country made a distinguished contribution by its support of the

principle of the peaceful settlement of international disputes, the

Dominican Republic is keenly sensitive to the just preoccupations

aroused by the situation in South-East Asia which so greatly arouses

the pity of the whole world.

"For these reasons, we have listened with satisfaction to the

peace proposals put forward at this session by the Government of-the

United States of America through its representative, Ambassador

Goldberg, proposals which, in our view, should be borne in mind,

since they represent a just and dignified peace for Viet-Wara. We

• A
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appreciate and whole-heartedly support, for reasons of religion and

conscience, the enlightened efforts which His Holiness, Pope Paul VI,

has been making for a long time in favour of the solution of that war,

whose prolongation, in the opinion of so many, might lead to actions

that could aggravate the present international situation.

"We also wish to add our expressions of goodwill to those which

our Secretary-General, U Thant, has received in this Assembly in

recognition of his noble and indefatigable efforts in the pursuit of

peace. His contribution at the head of the United Nations Secretariat

is viewed with special interest and satisfaction by my country.

"As a member of the American family of nations, we cannot but

reaffirm our position on questions which, to us, are fundamental andt

decisive and which are debated in connexion with the Viet-Namese conflict,

because the situations giving rise to the conflict are of a kind that

may one day break out on the American continent and may have similar

implications, if we do nothing but contemplate a systematic campaign

of subversion of democratic American institutions, stimulated and

supported with all sorts of material and psychological resources by

a country which, having deserted the international community that

nurtured the ideals and forces determining its existence, is devoting

itself to the task of sowing the seeds of madness throughout America."
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Mr. KAIWEPWE, Zambia (A/FV.1̂ 3 at pages 2-3): "Turning now to the

problem of Viet-Nam: my delegation shares the concern of most of

our Member States which have already expressed their views at this

session on the war in Viet-Nam. The damaging effect this war is having

on the world could hardly be exaggerated. In my opinion, no other

problem of our time has contributed so much to the dampening of the

international climate. Viet-Ham hovers like a dark cloud over our

heads, and continues to undermine the ideals and principles enshrined

in the United Rations Charter.

"We plead with all those responsible for, and intimately connected

with, this conflict to end the hostilities, lest they expand to global

proportions; we believe — we are convinced — that war has never

brought any benefit to mankind but rather the destruction of life*

In the type of war now carried out in Viet-Nam, there is no victory;

there is only hardening of feelings and the worsening of human relations.

"We are aware that opportunities leading towards a negotiated

settlement have always existed. We believe that the 195̂  Geneva accord

may be a sound basis for a solution, if this is the desire of the parties

concerned. In fact, any success in achieving an immediate settlement

would evoke overwhelming praise from all the peace-loving peoples of

the world, as it would, indeed, be in accord with their mutual desire."

Mr. K&PHEFWE, Zambia (A/FV.1*̂ 3 at page 3l): "First, the hostilities

in Viet-Ham must be brought to a speedy end and the Viet-Hamese people,

both North and South, must be left alone to solve their problems and

to master their own destiny."
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Mr. SAKKAF, Saudi Arabia (A/PV.1̂ 3 at pages 36 and 37): "On behalf

of my Government, I hereby declare that we have been greatly concerned

in Saudi Arabia ever since the Secretary-General decided, after deep

thought, not to accept renewal of his mandate for another term. Even

in less turbulent times, it is not easy to find a Secretary-General

who would be able to withstand the stress and strain of his office.

"Who can doubt how profoundly dismayed U Thant must have been

whilst time and again, as a messenger of peace knoeking at the doors

of the great Powers, to plead with them the cause of humanity, he has

been rebuffed, either by negative stands or untenable excuses, which

were merely high-sounding and rhetorical, with no positive results.

At the expense of his precious health and minimal comfort, he persisted

in his noble endeavours to pave the way for peace, which is still being

obstructed by those who have blocked their ears to the cries of humanity

and shut their eyes, so as not to witness its sufferings.

"Instead of so many Powers addressing their appeals to U Thant

to reconsider his decision not to serve again, let them sincerely search

their hearts and mend their ways, so that, in the end, the voice of reason

may prevail. U Thant needs no persuasion to stay. What he needs are

the fruits of goodwill on the part of those who hold the fate of humanity

in their hands. Therefore, all we can hope for, at this stage, is that

those who are in great measure responsible for the present unsatisfactory

state of world affairs will take drastic steps to save humanity from the

threat of global war, which may erupt should the voice of wisdom be

stifled and grave warnings remain unheeded. Be just unto humanity

and you will be just unto U Thant.
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Mr. SAKKAF, Saudi Arabia (A/FV.lMf3 at page kl): "Inasmuch as we

are all fearful that the conflict in Viet-Nam may well engulf us in a world

war, we, the representatives of small countries, can only appeal to the

major States directly or indirectly involved to lose no more time in

search of a just solution acceptable to all the parties concerned, lest

the rapid turn of events get out of hand and "belated regrets be of no

avail.

"We small States are in no position, even collectively, to exercise

world power. However, we would be failing in our duty if we should not

endeavour to wield a moral force and thereby influence not only the

Governments of the major Powers, but also, public opinion the whole

world over."

Mr. EA, Mali (A/PV.1̂ 5 at pages ̂ 7-50): "It has been suggested that

the resignation of U Thant precipitated a crisis; but we must try to

place this event within the framework of the present international

situation as a whole. U Thant did not resign because he considers his

task too onerous or because he is too tired and wishes to rest. He did

not resign because he is weak or at a loss. His resignation is a noble,

courageous and dramatic gesture — a cry of distress and alarm in the

face of the inexorable march of international events towards a world

war, coming at a time when the United Nations, the instrument of

international peace and security, is paralysed, when it is no longer

capable of playing the role assigned to it under the Charter. The

resignation of U Thant is an appeal to world conscience to awaken and

to restore to the United Nations its responsibilities and rights. His



- 231 -

resignation reflects the unreserved condemnation of the attitude of

certain of the great Powers which have abdicated in the face of their

duties, and of some of the pmall Powers in the developing world which

have refused to play the role that falls to them in the maintenance of

the balance of world forces. The resignation of U Thant did not provoke

a crisis; it is nothing more than a consequence of the greater United

Nations crisis.

"Why is the United Nations so hampered and paralysed? From this

high rostrum of the General Assembly Mali has already stated, in past

years, and wishes to repeat again today: the United Nations is

paralysed because one of the great Powers of the world, arrogant in

the supremacy of its might — as was recognized by one of the most

eminent American Senators, Senator Pulbright himself, the Chairman of

the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs -- has violated the sovereignty

of a free and independent country which it is subjecting to daily

bombings, destroying towns and villages and inflicting indescribable

suffering on a courageous and proud people. In acting thus, that Power

is violating the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, of

which it was one of the main architects. It has violated the

international Geneva Agreements of 1952 and 195̂ -> it has committed

territorial aggression against an independent State, whereas it was

precisely charged under the Charter of the United Nations with the

task of preserving world peace and security.

"If this policy of brutal force, of arbitrary and unilateral

intervention in the domestic affairs of an independent State, is to be

condoned in the future, the rules of international law and the principles

of the Charter — as we have seen in Santo Domingo and in Cuba — cannot
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prevail and we shall run the risk of allowing the law of the jungle

to rule in international affairs."

Mr, BA., Mali (A/FV.lŴ  at page 51): "How, so long as the People's

Republic of China and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam are not

Members of the United Nations, how can they make an effective

contribution to the settlement of the Viet-Namese problem? If these

countries and the National Liberation Front refuse any role whatsoever

in the United Nations, if no possibility for positive action by the

international Organization is offered in the present circumstances, it

is because these countries — and rightly so — realize that their

rights cannot be fully defended and safeguarded so long as they do

not have a voice equal to that of other Member States.

"Let those who speak of possible intervention by the United Nations

in the Viet-Namese conflict, let those who predicate a United Nations

role, ask themselves simply whether they would accept their own vital

interests being raised, discussed and settled outside their presence.

Let them ask themselves whether they would tolerate their problems

being debated in their absence.

"If we raise the Viet-Namese problem from this rostrum it is

because the problem, due to its gravity and incalculable consequences,

has been imposed by facts, events and life itself on the conscience of

mankind«"

Mr. BA, Mali (A/PV.l1^ at pages 52-55): !IU Thant has been asked to

reconsider his resignation. Why? So that he may continue like an

impotent and disillusioned witness to the downfall of this great
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Organization to which he has not ceased to devote his efforts, energy

and life; so that he may continue from his thirty-eighth floor office

to preside over the downfall of the United Nations} so that he may

discredit himself? U Thant is right in refusing a second term in office

under such conditions; our respect and admiration for his noble and

dignified attitude are shared by the whole world*

"Let us first mobilize our efforts to settle the problems

afflicting the international Organization. Let us fight each day, each hour

against the dreadful war in Viet-Nam. Let us co-ordinate our action in

order that aggression against North Viet-Nam may cease and that South

Viet-Nam, under the guidance of the victorious National Liberation Front

armies, may achieve its aspirations. Let us stop rendering assistance

to the aggressor and justifying its attacks against North Viet-Nam or

its presence in South Viet-Nam. Let those who say that the puppet

regime of Saigon has the right to appeal for foreign, aid remember their

own experience in the struggle against colonialism and understand that

the militants of the National Liberation Front, who are struggling in

the swamps and in the jungle, are waging the same war that they waged —

like other African and Asian peoples — for their national independence.

"In other words, if we want U Thant to reconsider his decision,

or his eventual successor to be in a position worthily and honestly to

accomplish his mission, it is essential for those who are responsible

for the aggravation of the world situation and those who, by their

passivity and indifference, perpetuate this crisis, to act immediately

so as to make the United Nations effectively operative.

"First of all, bombardments of North Viet-Nam must cease. Let

the foreign troops in South Viet-Nam be withdrawn. Let the National
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national Liberation Front which is struggling, which is the adversary

against whom war is waged. Let the settlement of the Viet-Namese

problem be negotiated within the framework of respect for, and complete

implementation of, the Geneva agreements. The people of Viet-Nam must

decide for itself on its future system of government without foreign

intervention,"

"Such a Power, if it truly wishes to maintain peace and to retain

U Thant, the tireless servant in the cause of peace, can say: U Thant,

in the name of peace, we ask that you remain at your post. We shall

cease the bombardments of North Viet-Nam, we shall begin evacuating

our military forces based in South Viet-Nam and we propose a round-table

conference with the national Liberation Front, North Viet -Nam and with

all those party to the Geneva agreements of 195̂  and 1962; and, lastly,

no one will any longer violate the Charter."

Mr. BA, Mali (A/PV.lWt? at pages 56-58): "In our view, this would be

the best way to retain U Thant and to consider as won the cause of peace

in South-East Asia and, perhaps, in the world. The United Nations would

thus be saved from the dismemberment with which it is threatened.

"You have seen that throughout my analysis of the crisis which

yearly endangers our Organization, of which the resignation of U Thant

is no more than one of the dramatic consequences, I have stressed the

most topical problem, which, in my delegations view, is that of the

war against the people of Viet -Nam. In the view of the Mali Government,

the Viet-Nam war should have priority over all other problems because,
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in the present international situation, it is this problem more

than any other which poses the question: war or peace? Upon its

solution depends peace or the aggravation of the world situation,

which would end in generalized conflict.

"tfy country's position is well known. It has not changed. It

resolutely supports the liberation struggle of the martyred people

of Viet-Ham. At the beginning of the twenty-first session of the

Assembly, it is with profound consternation that all the peace-loving

and progressive peoples of the world observe the imperialists' will to

exterminate this courageous people. Our Organization can, and must,

assume its resp onsibilities. It must not look impotently upon this

genocide. In the name of the principles of our Charter, in the name

of the permanent humanitarian principles of our time, this Assembly

must end the massacre of innocent victims, the bombardment of schools,

markets and homes, the use of poisonous gas, the destruction of the

productive capacity of an entire nation.

"We must heed the demands and cries of the whole world, including

those of the great American people, of which only h-2. per cent, according

to Dr. Gallup, support the war in Viet-Nam. It is time to heed the

anguished appeals of hundreds of millions of peace-loving people

throughout the world, honest people from every country, with every kind

of affiliation, the pontifical appeals and the encyclicals, as well as

the appeals of many American personalities, senators and deputies,

whether they are named Fulbright, Kennedy, Mansfield or Pastore,

Vice-Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on .Atomic Energy, who

recently implored the leaders and the American Chiefs of Staff not to

use nuclear or thermonuclear weapons in Viet-Nam.
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"The unpopularity of the war in Viet-Nam needs no further proof.

The legend, of aggression by the North against the South no longer

deceives anyone, any more than do the old, out-moded slogans designed to

mask the truth, which is that a true national liberation struggle is

being waged by a people in defence of their fatherland.

"An end must be put immediately to the long Calvary of the people

of Viet-Warn if we are to avoid the risk of plunging the rest of the

world into a general conflagration. ?

••••«•••*

".«»To the extent that each of us is convinced of the vanity of

a military victory over a people as resolute as the people of Viet-Nam,

we must find peaceful and realistic solutions to this problem.

"My delegation believes that the four-point programme of the

Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the five points

of the National Liberation Front are perfectly valid. Likewise, we

think that in order to sit around the negotiating table it is essential

for de-escalation to be brought about and for the evacuation of military

equipment and troops based on national Viet-Namese soil to be effected.

Discussions could then be opened in a realistic, calm atmosphere, within

the framework of the Geneva Agreements of 195̂  and 1962, because all

aggression against the peoples of Cambodia and Laos must also cease.

Then the people of Viet-Nam would have its say — the people of Viet-Nam,

which alone has the right to determine its future and decide upon the

means and methods of its reunification and sovereignty, based on its

own decisions* This is the self-determination of a people. This is

the guarantee of peace and security for heroic Indo-China, which has been

struggling for a quarter of a century for its freedom and its right to

•A



-237-

national independence. What is happening in Viet-Nam directly affects

the interests of all the developing countries of the world.

"The developing countries must condemn this war of extermination

"being waged by the greatest military and economic Power in the world

against one of the world's small countries. 'She honour and dignity

of small nations are as important as the honour and dignity of the

great Powers. It is to the extent that the latter take into account

the sovereign equality of States, which is one of the basic principles

of the Charter, and lose their power complex and refrain from practising

big-stick policies, that an era of understanding and brotherly

co-operation, transcending ideology, race and religion, can be

established in international relations.

"We hope that the worthy successors of Lincoln, Roosevelt and

J. G. Kennedy will, in a display of grandeur, end this war by deciding

to rally behind the realistic measures proposed by many countries

friendly to the American people."

Mr. ARAM, Iran (A/PV.1̂ 3 at pages 72 and 75): "The many aspects of

this crisis are stated in the letter of 1 September 1966 from our

distinguished Secretary-General to the Security Council, in which he

set out the fundamental reasons that finally led him to the decision

not to offer himself for a second term as Secretary-General.

"Let me say at once that I consider this to be a most significant

document, for it reflects some of the basic challenges of contemporary

history as seen through the eyes of a man whose character and office

give his observations and evaluation of the situation unique weight.

They, therefore, require our closest consideration.
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"To what has "been said "by all the speakers who preceded me in

the appreciation of the Secretary-General, I wish to join the voice of the

Government and the people of Iran and pay tribute to U Thant for his

five years in office during which he has rendered valiant service in

furthering the cause of peace and the United Nations.

"We are grateful to him for so clearly lighting the way we must

go. We respect him for his decision and the reasons which moved him

to make it. But it is our earnest hope that he will give serious

consideration to the wishes which have been expressed here and, indeed,

throughout the world. The Iranian delegation would welcome his

continuation in office most whole-heartedly.

"Turning to the considerations stated in the Secretary-General's

letter, I think it evident that dedication to the objectives of the

Charter means, among other things, fully supporting the Secretary-General

in the performance of his Charter-based duties to serve peace, removing

the divisions which have disabled the organization, and restoring the

capacity of the United Nations to act truly as a rpotent force for

peace*.

Mr. ARAM, Iran (A/EV.lWl-? at page 76): "The grave concern of my

Government over Viet-Nam, and its basic position on the issues involved,

have both had public expression. We hold the opinion, which is

generally shared, that the situation in South-East Asia constitutes a

formidable danger to world peace. The right of the people of Viet-Nam

freely to decide their own future, without interference from outside,

admits of no question. We hold that it is our duty to help the people

of Viet-Nam to realize their aim of independence free of all external

pressures. The war causes the people of Viet-Nam untold suffering.
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It threatens to escalate and spread its horrors. Our anxiety is

only too justified.

"It is acknowledged that there can be no military solution of

the Viet-Ham question — and, in any case, none which can endure.

An answer to it, therefore, can only "be of a political nature. The

basis for such a solution already exists in the Geneva Agreements of

195̂ . A peaceful solution of the conflict requires, first of all,

that ways be found to bring the parties concerned to sit round the

conference table. The prerequisites to this indispensable step are

those stated by the Secretary-General. In our view, it is above all

in this supremely important aspect of the matter that we must follow

his efforts. My delegation concurs in the ideas underlying his

proposals for bringing the parties together. Agreement along these

lines seems the right way to achieve a constructive result."

Mr. GAHAO, Congo (Brazzaville) (A/PV.lUU? at pages 8? and 88): "There

is, however, one problem which, although it is not on our agenda,

nevertheless is a source of grave concern to my country. One may

have guessed it: I am referring to the Viet-Nam tragedy.

"We are unanimous, I believe, in recognizing that the Viet-Nam

conflict is a direct threat to international peace which the

Organization has set as its goal, and I quote from the Preamble to the

Charter: 'to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war'.

"Among the representatives present at this session, who has not,

publicly or privately, expressed the anguish felt in his country at the

sight of the war in Viet-Nam growing daily?

"Each speaker has stated here what he knows regarding Viet-Nam.
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"As far as we are concerned, we do not claim to be able to

trace the historical background of the Viet-Nam affair, but we do

sincerely believe that we will have stated everything about this

question by repeating aloud before the General Assembly that there

is aggression in Viet-Nam, that the aggressor is United States

imperialism, and the victim is the Viet-Namese people.

"The time has come for the peace-loving peoples ~ and the

American people are among them — to denounce unequivocally and

publicly the cowardly aggression by the imperialist Government of

the United States against Viet-Nam.

"The direct intervention by Washington in the internal affairs

of this country, perpetrated in defiance of the Charter and the

Geneva Accords on Indo-China, the dangerous escalation which has

recently resulted in the heinous bombing of the outskirts of Hanoi

and Haiphong, the use of toxic gases against Viet-Namese civilians —

do I really need to pursue this enumeration? — are such acts of

cruelty, savagery and barbarity that we find it difficult to find

the slightest difference between the United States administration

and Hitler's Germany.

"Of course, the United States Government will put forward

numerous arguments to justify its inhuman action in South East Asia.

It was and may still be, the struggle against communism emanating

from the country of President Ho Chi Min; it will be the defence of

South Viet-Nam1s liberty, and whatever else have you?

"Speaking of liberty, have the Viet-Namese any lessons to learn from

United States imperialists who dare not even recognize --as President

Massamba-Debat said — the elementary rights which ought to be those

•A



of their compatriots for the simple reason that they have a

different skin?

"If a people is freely convinced that the road which will assure

them of happiness passes through socialism, or even communism, in the

name of which sacred anti-communist principle can the imperialist

Americans arrogate to themselves the right of preventing it?

"The problem of Viet-Nam is today, more than ever, a human

problem, a moral problem, and not exclusively a political problem

as the Government of Washington would like to make us think. That

is the significance to us of Pope Paul VI's visit to the Headquarters

of the Organization last year and the appeals for peace which the

Holy Father has since then addressed,

"For our part, we are pleased to note that the attempts made

by the United States to once again use the cover of the Organization

to justify and pursue its war of genocide against Viet-Nam have failed.

"On the other hand, we consider that the Secretary-General should

use all appropriate means in order to recall the imperialists and

racists of Washington to reason and to let them understand that they

are not at home in Viet-Nam and that they must leave it as they came

there•

wHfy Government persists in its conviction that only the departure

of American interventionists can make it possible for peace in South

East Asia to return, that peace which is so dear to us all, and which

is also in danger in Africa, where the principles of the Charter are

daily violated and where decolonization comes up against the evil

will of adherents of White supremacy and apartheid•"

•A



Mr. GAHAO, Congo (Brazzaville) (A/FV.lM̂ J at page 98): "We have

also, all of us, been informed of the decision of Secretary-General

U Thant not to renew his mandate* In this connexion, my first wish

is to pay a special tribute to the United Nations Secretary-General

for the enormous amount of work he has accomplished during his term

of office. Called to his lofty function at a tragic moment, U Thant

has admirably carried out his tasks, utilizing his exceptional

qualities as a great diplomat — and, we should also say, as a

man — by shedding light upon an extremely confused international

scene.

"Since he, has refused to accept a second term of office, a

refusal for which we can fully understand the reasons, we should not

limit ourselves merely to expressing the wish that he reconsider a

decision the unfortunate consequences of which we are well aware of.

We should go further and appeal to him in a manner showing our own

concern, and we earnestly hope that U Thant will heed this appeal."



Mr. HUOT SAMBATH. Cambodia (A/PV.lWi at pages 23-25,26,27 and 28):

"For its part, the pseudo-government of Saigon maintains its

outlandish claims on practically the whole of the Cambodian coastal

islands. But no serious country attaches the slightest importance

to the diplomatic acts of authorities representing no one but them-

selves .

"The military situation on the Khmer-South Vietnamese frontier

is infinitely more serious. Indeed, the United States Air Force

continues its terrorist bombings of our frontier villages, sawing

death and destruction among the peaceful civilian population. In

some cases, the United States Command in South Viet-Wam claims to

have engaged Vietcong units that have found refuge in our country,

which is totally false because all the International Control Commission

observers have been able to ascertain that the only victims of those

aggressions are harmless Khmer peasants. In other cases, this same

United States Command, disregarding the truth altogether, proclaims

that the bombed villages were in South Viet-Ham.

"Lastly, I would add that to the attacks of the United States

Air Force must be added those of the land forces of Saigon which

multiply their incursions into our territory.

"It is therefore both in the east and in the west that we have

to face co-ordinated aggressions whose obvious purpose is to destroy

our independence and territorial integrity.



"Yet Cambodia's only ambition is to live in peace within its

frontiers, practising the policies of its choice and pursuing its

national development in all fields with a degree of success that has

been unanimously recognized. Unfortunately, it does not seem that

their most sacred rights, the very rights enshrined in the Charter,

will be respected and guaranteed.

"May I now be permitted to touch upon the problem which is at

the very core of our concerns and which occupies first place among

those with which our Assembly must deal, namely the war in Viet-Nam.

"We heard the head of the United States delegation give a very t

special version of this war and submit what he described as a plan

for the return of peace to Viet-Nam. Without surprise, we also heard

certain speakers who gave him their unconditional support.

"For its part, the Cambodian delegation deems it essential to

pose the burning question of Viet-Nam as it should be posed, namely

as a question of the murder of a people by a foreign Power. All the

attempts at justification by the administration in Washington can

never make us forget the brutality and the horror of the United States

military activity in South and North Viet-Nam. In this respect, we

Cambodians are in a better position than anyone else to denounce

before the representatives of the whole world these crimes that are

the shame of all civilized countries.

"The only people responsible for the martyrdom of the Viet-Namese

people is the United States, and the United States will have to answer

to history for its actions. It was the United States that gave the

dictator Ngo Dinh Diem the support, the means and the advice that



enabled him to impose his bloody regime on the South Viet-Namese

people. And, as General de Gaulle correctly observed, it was the

United States that installed its political and military authority in

South Viet-Nam and renewed the war under the guise of national resis-

tance. These are demonstrable facts, and the attempted explanations

on the part of the United States representative will deceive no one

of good faith.

"The colonialists of the past had at least the virtue of frankness

when they were imposing their domination on other countries. But

today, the United States imperialists think they can disguise their

ambitions with hypocritical formulas. And we must add that no

colonial conquest of the past century was ever as ferocious as the United

States invasion of South Viet-Nam. Some would like to place this

invasion by 550,000 United States soldiers, together with the blind

bombardments that go on every day, on an ideological level, claiming

they are an anti-communist struggle. But this is only an attempt to

deceive international public opinion. As a matter of fact, the

people of Viet-Nam is fighting for its independence, just as the

Cambodian people and the people of the United States itself would fight

if their countries were attacked and invaded. Great nationalist

countries like France have not been fooled at all in this regard.

"The representative of the United States has sought to persuade

this Assembly that the United States seeks peace. But we do not

believe that his beautiful words can make aiyone forget that at this

very moment United States airplanes are dropping bombs, napalm and

poisonous chemicals on Viet-Namese villages.
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"The Government of the United States seeks to deceive world

public opinion "by proposing a plan that it calls a plan for peace.

What it is asking for, in fact, is surrender on the part of the Vietnamese

national resistance and the granting to the United States of the right

to maintain in Saigon a government of its own choice, a government

which the South Vietnamese people do not want. The recent farce of

the elections, which our Secretary-General describes as 'neither free

nor honest1, cannot, of course, give a semblance of legality to the

occupation of South Viet-Nam by the United States Army.

"Finally, we consider it an insult to both intelligence and common

sense to claim that Viet-Nam has been attacked by the Vietnamese and

is being defended by the United States. The truth is that Viet-Wam

is the victim of an aggression for which the United States alone is

responsible; and its guilt is made rtfi the worse by the fact that

Asiatic mercenaries are being sent to the battlefields in Viet-Nam.

"The United Nations is an Organization that was created so that

the world might no longer be ruled by the use of force, so that all

countries might have the right to decide their own international

affairs free from outside intervention or interference. It is not up

to the United Nations, as some seem to think, to impose mediation on

the war in Viet-Nam, for the violations of the Geneva Agreements of

195̂  on Indochina, of the United Nations Charter and of international

law are unilateral violations. It is the duty of the United Nations

only to demand that the United States put an end to its aggression in

Viet-Nam and withdraw its troops from that country which they have

invaded with no justification other than an anachronistic will to domination.



As for the way in which such withdrawal should be accomplished,

that is a problem for the United States Government, and for that

Government alone, to discuss vith the genuine representatives of

the Vietnamese poeple, in other words, the National Liberation Front

for South Viet-Ham, and the Hanoi Government for Worth Viet-Nam.

"To be sure, we know all too well that the United States

Government has chosen to turn a deaf ear to all the condemnations of

international opinion, and to use the power of its arms whenever and

wherever it chooses. That this policy of force will lead to a world

war cannot be doubted, and:at the present rate of escalation we can

even conceive of this session of the Assembly as being the last for

our Organization. And for this world wide conflict we shall all be

responsible unless we do everything possible to compel the United

States scrupulously to respect the Charter to which it has subscribed.

Mr. HUOT SAMBAffH. Cambodia (A/FV.lWl at page 30 )

"In this respect, we wish to pay a warm tribute to the efforts

of His Excellency U Thant to save our Organization and the peace of

the world. But alas, his warnings, his appeals and his views have

not been heeded by those responsible for the present situation. We,

therefore, understand his anguish, his discouragement. But we nevertheless

venture to hope most fervently that he will accept another term, for

he has our full and complete confidence."
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Mr. ZUAYTER. Jordan (A/PV.lW*- at page 32) "¥e have joined with all

other countries in expressing our confidence in the Secretary-General,

U Thant, and in his wisdom and ability and in the desire for his

continuing in Office as Secretary-General. Our common endeavour is

based on our firm belief in his dedication to the ideals and

principles, both in letter and spirit, of the Charter. I should like

to add here that U Thant cannot fulfil his mission unless each Member

State of this Organization recognizes, its obligations towards the

achievement of the goals of the United Nations, and its responsibilities

for any failure that concerns this Organization. U Thant cannot

serve this Organization if the majority of the States, which have the

primary responsibility for the maintenance of peace, are facing such

responsibility with apathy and indifference. ¥e nurture the hope

that the stand of U Thant will shake the conscience of the United

Nations, thus prompting it to play an effective role in resolving

problems that he referred to, such as Viet-Nam and the financing of

the Organization. This should go hand in hand with the strengthening

of the Executive and other organs of the United Nations.

Mr. ZCJAYTEB. Jordan (A/FV.I.Ukk at page 36) "We are deeply disturbed

at the escalation of the war in Viet-Nam and the tremendous human and

material losses of the people of Viet-Nam and the threat this poses to

international peace. This has prompted us to support all endeavours

and efforts leading to a cease fire, and the attempts to find a peaceful

settlement on the basis of the Geneva Agreement of 1954. We believe

that the United Nations should play its part in bringing this problem

to an end on the basis of non-interference from any side.
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"In addition to the most valuable efforts of the Secretary-

General it might be possible to encourage the International

Control Commission to create an atmosphere conducive to negotiations

amongst a,11 parties concerned. It has "become evident that the Viet-Nam

problem cannot be terminated by a military victory on one side, or a

complete surrender on the other."

Mr. SHEARER. Jamaica (A/FV.lW- at pages 51 and 52) "Uppermost in our

minds at present is the urgent problem which has been presented to the

Security Council and to us by the Secretary-General's imtimation that

he is unwilling to be available for a second term. Soon after his

decision was announced our Prime Minister, speaking in the name of our

Government, personally urged upon the Secretary=General that in the

interest of world peace and of the future strength of the United Nations

he should reconsider this decision. My Government continues to associate

itself with.rthe warm expressions of confidence which, formally and

informally, have reached the Secretary-General ah recent weeks and

with the insistent though delicate pressure being exerted upon him from

all sides to consider serving for a further period.

"At the same time we cannot close our eyes to the fact that the

considerations which have influenced U Thant's decision were not entirely

personal. He has made it clear that his view of his functions is

different from that of a section of the membership, and that he had

experienced increasing restrictions on the legitimate prerogatives of

his office. He was careful to stress, it is true, that we ought

not to assume that if certain conditions were met he would be able to

change his decision. One thing however is obvious: the Secretary-General
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can scarcely be expected to permit our entreaties and expressions

of confidence to persuade him to serve on, if they are not accompanied

"by assurances in regard to the future functioning of his office. There

are no small or middle=sized States which vould wish to restrict the

Secretary-General in his diplomatic and political initiatives. Hone

of us small States would wish to place restrictions on the legitimate

exercise of the functions of his office. I refer to this matter,

therefore, with the object of exhorting my colleagues, the representatives

of small and medium Powers, to recognize the responsibility which rests

upon us to see to it that the restrictions of which he complained are

removed.

"If U Thant is not persuaded to continue in office, there is a

very grave risk that his successor will have to take these restrictions

as part of the normal conditions in which the functions of his office

must be discharged in the future. I need not add that those who would

lose most by any such development would be the small and medium States

of the United Nations. If we act concertedly, we have the means to

ensure that the Secretary-General is indeed left free to take whatever

initiatives the Charter permits or authorizes him to take, and that there

is no interference with his administrative or executive responsibilities.

I am confident that we shall be sufficiently alive to our own interest

to give positive support to the Secretary-General in his determination

to maintain the independence of his office.
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Mr. SHEARER, Jamaica (A/FV.lkkk at pages 67-70 and 71) "I said at

an earlier stage in this address that I would state my Government's

position on the -war in Viet-Nam, which carries a heavy share of the

responsibility for the recent revival of international tension, and

I will now do so in closing. This widening struggle is poisoning relations

among the great Powers, damaging the prestige of the United Nations,

and frustrating the effort to enlarge the membership of our Organization

further towards universality.

"Humanitarian considerations, if no other, impel my delegation to

express in this forum our deep concern with the sad plight of the people

of Viet-Nam, both North and South, who have suffered the horrors of

war for over a generation, whose national assets are being daily

destroyed and for whom torture and other inhumanities have become

events of everyday occurrence. My Government deplores the continued

fighting in Viet-Nam, and appeals to all those engaged in the present

conflict to agree, in the interest of the suffering people, to negotiate

their differences without pre-conditions. In the view of my Government

the solution to the problem in Viet-Nam can be sought most profitably

within the context of the Geneva Accords of 1954. My Government, therefore,

appeals particularly to the Soviet Union as Co-Chairman of the Geneva

Conference to co-operate with the United Kingdom in an immediate

initiative towards the convening of a new Geneva conference.

"My Government accepts as genuine the United States Government's

expressed desire to put an end to that conflict. I would appeal to the

Government in Washington to go a few steps further and to name a date

and a place at which it proposes that the conference should begin, and

to name the period within which the withdrawal of its forces would be

carried out if the progress of the conference proved satisfactory.
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"I would appeal to the Government in Hanoi to discard its

suspicions of American intentions and, on its side also, to agree to

come to the conference table. It was a great European statesman of

a past generation who said: "It is an error to suppose that the

wisdom of statesmen can discover a magic recipe for the maintenance

of peace; whereas peace can in fact "be assured only if one or

more of the interested Powers will make concessions to each other

by lowering their demands or discarding their mutual suspicions."
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Mr. MKOTOMALAIA, Madagascar (A/PV.1̂ 5 at page 6): "To our

Secretary-General, His Excellency U Thant, I bring, on behalf of

our Head of State, President Philibert Tsiranana, and on behalf of the

Government and the people of Madagascar, a tribute of our admiration

and our gratitude for the very great work which he has accomplished

since he has been in office, an office which he has held under very

dramatic circumstances indeed. He has devoted himself completely to

his lofty mission, namely, to ensure that peace reigns; to see to

the implementation of the Charter and to seek a solution for the

anguishing problems which for approximately four years now have

arisen in one corner or other of the world and which have brought to

bear upon humanity the risk of a conflagration, which, because of the

existence of terrible means of mass destruction, may indeed bring about

the end of our civilization and perhaps even destroy all chances of

survival on our planet.

"My Head of State, a few days ago, declared publicly that the

people of Madagascar hope that the Secretary-General will agree to

continue to serve in his difficult post, and that for their part, all

the great and small Powers will do everything necessary to facilitate

his task. We all understand that our Secretary-General at times is

discouraged; but knowing his sense of duty, perhaps we can hope that,

quite on the contrary, the number and the gravity of the problems to

be solved will encourage him to remain at his post, and that he will

realize from the unanimous emotion which arose when he announced his

departure that the world sees in ham the man in whom it can place its

trust."



Mr. SALLAM, Yemen (A/FV.1̂ 5 at page 16): "We note with great concern

that some of the countries principally responsible in this Organization

for the preservation of peace according to the United Nations Charter

are those who use force instead of following the path of peace. The

savage war taking place in Viet-Nam, and the escalating military

operations there, are acts of aggression against the security, integrity

and independence of Viet-Nam and are a violation of its freedom,

"We demand the cessation of the air raids and military operations

being carried out against the people of Viet-Nam and the evacuation

of foreign troops from its soil, so that the Viet-Namese people, who

have suffered the pangs of war for a long time throughout these years

may determine their own destiny and build their own future. The

efforts exerted for the continuation of the military operations in

Viet-Nam might be of greater benefit for world peace and for the

prosperity of the Viet-Namese people if they were instead being

exerted towards finding a peaceful solution and the creation of a

suitable atmosphere to honour and implement the 195*+ Geneva Agreement.

Mr. SALLAM, Yemen (A/PV. 1̂ 4-5 at page 26): "In conclusion, I should

like to repeat the appeal of my Government to U Chant, the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, to renew his term as Secretary-General,

so that he can make the hopes of millions come true, especially at a

time when his wisdom, sincerity, efficiency and devotion to world

peace and security are very much needed."
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Mr. HILMY DIDI, Maldive Islands (A/PV.1̂ 5 at pages 27 and 28-50):

"My delegation regrets Secretary-General U Thant's decision not

to make himself available for re-election, when his term of office

expires at a time when his impartial services are most needed to

continue to demonstrate to the world the usefulness of this great

world Organization.

"During his term of office as the Secretary-General, U Thant no

doubt has proved his exceptional wisdom and ability in handling

delicate international problems and that has brought confidence and

credit, not only to the great Organization which he has the privilege

and honour to serve, but also to himself. We are, indeed, conscious

of the untiring and exhausting services being rendered by U Thant for

the cause of world peace and the preservation of the ideals of the

Charter of the United Nations.

"l/5y delegation has full confidence in him and I am, indeed,

happy to take this opportunity to join the world chorus in appealing

to U Thant to reconsider his decision and to make his services

available for a further term. It is, indeed, my special privilege and

pleasure to convey to the Secretary-General the warm felicitations of

my Government for his excellent achievements over the past years and

our best wishes for his continued success.

"May I be permitted to make a brief reference to the untold human

sufferings in Viet-Nam. It is, indeed, the strong belief of my

delegation that this conflict can not easily be brought to an end by

the supremacy of arms. An amicable solution to this most grave and

urgent problem, in our opinion, can only be found by the immediate

application of the most effective weapon, yes, the weapon of negotiation.
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We believe negotiation is the best instrument for settling disputes.

Ify delegation therefore appeals to the Members of this Organization

to explore every possible avenue to persuade the nations involved in

this conflict to come to the conference table. This, we believe, is

the only way out of this most urgent problem,"

Mr. BOMBOKO, Congo (Democratic Republic of), (A/P7.1̂ 5 at pages $6

and 37): "This twenty-first session of the General Assembly is

meeting at a time when the term of office of our Secretary-General is

expiring. For honourable motives all of which are concerned with

the survival of our Organization and the maintenance of international

peace, he has announced that he is unwilling to contemplate another

term of office. Need I say how distressing this decision is to the

people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. In recent years

U Thant has personified this Organization and also everything in

suffering humanity which aims towards a better world, freed from the

spectre of war and the tragedy of hunger. The people of the Congo

are particularly grateful to him because he is a worthy successor to

Dag Hammarskjold, has assured for our country the primacy of law and

has contributed to the restoration of law and order, unity and

territorial integrity. That is why the Democratic Republic of the

Congo is, perhaps, experiencing more distress than other nations —

an emotion felt by the whole world — at the thought that the United

Nations is going to lose such a guide, and the international community

such a shepherd.

"The Secretary-General will, I am sure, permit me to express my

pleasure, and that of my country, concerning his new agreement to con-

tinue his heavy responsibilities until the end of this session. He

•A
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will also permit me to convey to him the wish — which is shared by

all Congolese and by all peoples in the world — that he will respond

to the unanimous appeal made to him to accept a new term of office.

In associating ourselves with this thought, my delegation would also

address an additional plea to all Powers that their appeal be

sincere and not hypocritical. We appeal urgently to all nations to

bring about the conditions which will prompt the Secretary-General to

respond favourably to our request that he remain at the head of our

Organization. "

Mr. BOMBOKO, Congo (A/PV.1̂ 5 at pages U5 and i&-k5): "Viet-Nam, the

centre of our interest, is torn by a war which is civil as well as

international. The Congo is particularly concerned both with the

sufferings of the Viet-Namese people, and with the threat which this

conflict poses for peace in the world. In this respect, very interest-

ing proposals have been put forward in this Assembly. My delegation

feels that in the choice of solutions, it is necessary to take account

of the Geneva agreements. But the proper implementation of the

solution will only be possible with the co-operation of all States

involved, and particularly that of all the Asian states."
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Mr* TOMEH, Syrian Arab Republic, (A/FV.lW+6 at page 6): "The fact

that the people of Viet-Nam, small in number, have been able to

withstand the onslaught against them should represent something

meaningful to all large and small countries, and more especially

to those of us who belong to the emerging nations in the world*

We say so because we think that, had the people of Viet-Nam not

believed so profoundly in the justice of their cause and the

legitimacy of their fight, and had they not known that the majority

of the peoples of the world support their struggle and stand by them,

they would not have been able to withstand so valiantly the aggression

directed against them*

"Ho words are more adequate to illustrate the dangers that

threaten our countries and the despair that will settle over the masses

of our peoples should this aggressive war continue than the words

uttered by our Secretary-General when he announced that he would

not offer himself for another term to this eminent post, after he

had tried all methods and exhausted all diplomatic means of

persuasion.

"We are convinced that the situation will become even more

dangerous, unless the United States is prepared to recognize the

right of the people of Viet-Nam to self-determination without any

outside interference. , It has been proved beyond a shadow of doubt

that there can be no other solution to the war than by stopping the

bombing of Worth Viet-Nam, withdrawing United States troops from

Viet-Namese soil, recognizing the Viet-Cong as the representative of

the people of South Viet-Nam, and returning to the Geneva Agreements.

•A
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"In fact there is no difference between the American contention,

that the United States has the right to remain in Viet-Mam. in

order to protect it against alleged Communist dangers, and the

contention of the colonialist Powers, tinder the pretext of a

civilizing mission, that they have a right to remain in the

territories they still occupy*"

Me. TOMEH, Syrian Arab Republic (A/PV.l̂  at page 17) : "This huge

military expenditure indicates to us, on the one hand, how little

the imperialist Powers care about people's lives and, on the other,

how they squander their money for aggression, even if it deprives

their own people of vitally needed social progress. The war in

Viet-Mam is costing the American people at present $1.250 million

a month, a fact which has forced the United States Government to

curtail its expenditures on a number of projects deemed beneficial

to the American people.

Mr* TOMEH, Syrian Arab Republic (A/PC.lW at pages 26-50) : "Finally,

I would like to conclude my statement by conveying the thanks of the

Syrian delegation to His Excellency, U Thant, for the services he

rendered to the cause of peace. We sincerely hope that the situation

in the world and the conditions in this Organization will be such as

to enable him to continue, as Secretary-General, his valuable work

which has always been appreciated by all of us.

•A
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Me. PETER, Hungary (A/FV.OM6 at pages 32,33-35,36 and 37-̂ 0): "In

the present situation, it is the foremost task of all Powers of

goodwill in the family of nations to co-operate in stopping the

aggression against Viet-Nam and to search for a solution beneficial

to the Viet-Namese people, to the nations of South-East Asia and to

the whole world.

"In full and true knowledge and understanding of the opinion of

the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam as well as of

the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam, I can state that no

real and valid peace offer has so far been made on the part of the

United States. I put it this way: The so-Called peace proposals,

including those we heard in this general debate, miss the main point.

They have such basic shortcomings as make them ineffectual.

"With your kind permission, Mr. President, I take this opportunity

to demonstrate by a short but careful analysis what the shortcomings

of the so-called peace proposals are and how their essential character

invalidates the basic proposals themselves.

"First, we were told in this general debate that the United

States would be ready to stop bombing North Viet-Nam if this measure

did not remain a unilateral concession; that is to say, if it were

met by corresponding measures on the part of the Government of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam.

"A continued aggression, unprecedented in the whole history of

nations, is being committed against the Democratic Republic of Viet-

Nam. An unconditional stopping of this aggression cannot be qualified

as a unilateral concession. On the contrary, any offer for the

abandonment of the bombing of North Viet-Nam, if it is subject to

any conditions whatever, reveals the lack of really peaceful

•A
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intentions. In the interest of negotiations and peace the bombing

of Worth Viet-Mam should be'stopped without delay and without any

threat of possible renewal.

"Secondly, we were told in this debate that the United States

would be ready to agree to withdraw its military bases and personnel -

again under certain military and political conditions.

"Hie very presence of United States military bases and troops

in South Viet-Nam constitutes a flagrant violation of the Geneva

Agreements. A correction of this anomalous situation cannot be

considered a unilateral concession.

"It is on the record of history that before and during the

Geneva Conference of 195̂  the United States Authorities used all

sorts of arguments and means to persuade the Jrench to continue their

war in Indo-China and not to enter into a cease-fire agreement. Hie

realities of those days, however, proved more conclusive than the

warlike arguments, and the Geneva Agreements were signed. But on the

very day those agreements were signed the so-called South Viet-Namese

emissaries and the representatives of the United States already

started to counteract certain provisions of those Agreements, notably

those conceived to ensure the right to self-determination of the

people of South Viet-Ham. The intervention of the United States in

South Viet-Nam goes back to 195̂ * Since that time, step by step,

the involvement of the United States has grown, both in quantity and

in quality, from intervention to aggression. This escalation of the

United States intervention is the basic factor in the origin of the

present situation in South-East Asia.
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"It is in the interest not only of the Viet-Hamese people but

also of other nations of South-East Asia and of world, peace in

general that the escalation of the United States intervention be

stopped and the whole tide be reversed.

"In the interest of negotiations and peace the withdrawal of

United States military bases and; personnel should be properly

guaranteed. Any proposal that makes that withdrawal uncertain

reveals the lack of really peaceful intentions.

"The people of South Viet-Warn must regain freedom to shape its

own destiny in strict compliance with the Geneva Agreements.

"Thirdly, we were told in this debate that in case of

negotiations the problem of having the representatives of the National

Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam present at the conference table

might be solved. Any proposal that does not give due consideration

to the programme of the National Liberation Front is directed

against the true interests of the people of South Viet-Nam.

"The Viet-Namese people have been suffering severe hardships in

their struggle for independence and a peaceful life for more than two

decades. There is hardly any Government and any people that should

long more ardently for a peaceful life than the Government and the

people of Viet-Nam. But as long as the aggression and intervention

continue, it is the duty of all peace-loving nations to support the

heroic struggle of the Viet-Namese people, and this assistance will

certainly enable the people of Viet-Nam to endure, resist, and even

overcome the attack, however much it may. be escalated. It must be

clearly understood that the escalation of military operations and

propaganda manoeuvres will never lead to the negotiating table, but
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it certainly may lead to a major war and add to the harm it has

already done to the general international situation If and when

the proposals of the United States approach and meet the proposals

of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and those

of the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam, peace may be

restored and the nations of South-East Asia may resume implementing

the provisions of the Geneva Agreements."

Mr* ESTER, Hungary (A/FV.lWi at page if-6): "Before the beginning of

this session of the General Assembly the Secretary-General made

public what problems of the present international situation had

prompted him to withdraw his candidacy for the next term. With due

respect to his motivation, yet in the interest of the future function-

ing of the United Nations, I express the hope of my Government that

he deems it possible to reconsider his decision. His statements

made in this connexion and his appeals contained in his motivations

have found response. Enjoying the confidence expressed by the

Governments of Member States, he may have even greater possibilities

to serve the principles of the Charter than before."

Mr. ROA, Cuba (A/W.1UU6 at pages 51,52,53,5̂ -55 and 56): "In South-

East Asia the world is at present witnessing intervention and

aggression by United States imperialism which have turned that region

into the focal point of a filthy, criminal and cowardly war which

contains the germs of a wide-scale conflagration. The great majority

of delegations has already made known its opinion on this matter.

Obviously,many delegations have been unable to restrain their anger
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and astonishment at the mendacious statements and Pharisaical notions

put forward by the United States delegation on behalf of its

Government. We do not have to be too clever to realize that those

statements have the three-fold objective of the Yankee Government:

to hoodwink the unwary, to dictate conditions to the indefatigable

Viet-Namese people, and to try — although they will not succeed —

to increase their war through greater and more foolhardy escalation.

The latest conference convened in Manila by the United States

President is part and parcel of that strategy, which is doomed to

failure and condemnation.

"The revolutionary and progressive peoples and Governments must

be awake to this new ruse of Yankee imperialism, in order to combat

it with words and deeds. It is not by listening to the songs of the

sirens of the aggressors nor by shattering the unity of the counter-

offensive and anti-imperialistic forces with fallacious pretexts, nor

by allowing free rein to our fears that we shall safeguard the self-

determination, independence and sovereignty of the Democratic Republic

of Viet-Nam, and South Viet-Nam, and peace. Nor can we expect results

from resolutions calling for peace, emanating either from the United

Nations or from outside this Organization. Peace is being won by the

weapons of the Viet-Namese people, and it will be strengthened to

the extent that we give them all the assistance we can in their just

and necessary revolutionary war.

"The Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and South Viet-Nam — a

single nation and a single people — constitute the two basic elements

of the present international situation. On the one hand, Viet-Nam

has been attacked, demonstrating in the clearest way the zoological

nature of United States imperialism* Cities, pagodas, hospitals have

been destroyed; factories have been bombed; children and old men have
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been murdered,; outrages have been committed on women. All that is

proof that even the unscrupulous methods of the Nazis have been

surpassed*

"Furthermore, heroic Viet-Nam, which is still standing up

against these attacks and is still fighting for its independence,

reunification and dignity, has been, is and will continue to be the

proof of the. invincibility of peoples struggling for freedom. Heroic

Viet-Nam is'the highest and most shining example of the fact that

the nature of the present era lies in the movements of national

liberation, which cannot be stopped, as well as in the irresistible

upsurge of peoples which, until yesterday, were under the yoke of

colonialism and neo-colonialism.

"It is those two processes that today lead events onward and

upward, Yankee imperialism has had to resort to all the means of

conventional warfare against the Viet-Namese people. It has occupied

part of the territory of Viet-Nam. In connivance with the puppet

Governments of Saigon and against the patriotic people of the National

Liberation Front, it has unleashed wave after wave of tanks, aircraft

and soldiers armed with the latest bacteriological and chemical

weapons* At the same time, it has unleashed ferocious oppression against

workers, students and all other elements which assist and support the

emancipating vanguard. But Yankee imperialism will not succeed. It

will not force the patriotic peoples to withdraw. It will not shatter

or shake the resistance of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam.

"The American people themselves, suffering under the heavy

machinery of lies of the propaganda of United States imperialism, are

also rising up in resistance to the crimes committed by that

imperialism and are refusing to be the cannon fodder of the monopolies
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and the warmongers. That is so true that the Government has tried to

use drastic sanctions and other punishment against those who do not

agree with United States policies. The movement against the

imperialistic war in Viet-Nam, linked with the "battles of the black

masses and the masses in Latin America against racial discrimination

and with the struggles of the intellectuals, the professors and

students, for the rights of the north American people, has the aim

of developing and effectively contributing to the victory of the

common struggle for a world without imperialism or empires, without

oppressors or oppressed, without wars or warriors.

"Solidly united and imbued with an unshakeable will to struggle,

the Viet-Namese people, with the assistance of the revolutionary and

progressive peoples and governments, will overcome the aggressors and

will freely reunify their country. If we wish to expedite that

victory, it is, however, indispensable that we increase and strengthen

the movement of world solidarity with Viet-Nam. The Revolutionary

Government of Cuba has already repeatedly expressed its readiness to

send volunteers when these are requested. We have also expressed our

belief that it is imperative that the revolutionary and progressive

Governments should offer the Viet-Hamese people all the assistance it

requires, facing all the necessary risks to overcome the aggressors

and extirpate the aggression. For the peoples of Asia, Africa and

Latin America, Viet-Nam is our trench; its sacrifices are our

sacrifices; its victory will be our victory.

"In the same context, I should like to cite some words spoken by

the Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba, Commander

Fidel Castro, at the most recent commemorative ceremony, on 26 July:
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'We know that the Viet-Hamese are fighting today for all the

peoples of the world. We know that the Viet-Hamese are fighting and

dying against the main enemy of the world, rejecting the insolence of

Yankee -imperialism, resisting its barbaric, unjustified and

incredible aggression. We know that in fighting there the people of

Viet-Ham are defending the right to independence and freedom not only

of themselves but of other peoples which may be potential victims of

such imperialism. They are fighting for other peoples. That is why

no revolutionary people in the world can refuse Viet-Ham the assistance

it requires. The imperialists are, of course, entering a one-way

street, because on the day when the Government of Viet-Ham regards

this assistance as necessary, Viet-Ham will become the grave of the

imperialist aggression: the combat forces and the conventional weapons

that the friends of Viet-Ham will be able to place there will be

incomparably superior to those of imperialism. And then imperialism

will have no alternative but to withdraw or expose itself to taking

on its shoulders the responsibility for another type of war.1

"The Cuban delegation categorically opposes any type of inter-

ference by the United Nations in the question of Viet-Ham. The only

alternative open is unreservedly and unhesitatingly to support the

four points of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Ham and the five points

of the national Liberation Front of South Viet-Ham. That would, we

believe, be an effective contribution by the Organization to the re-

establishment of peace and security in South-East Asia. The

Revolutionary Government of Cuba totally supports those legitimate

claims and therefore insists upon the immediate suspension of the

bombing raids on the Democratic Republic of Viet-f}amj an^ ^e "with-

drawal of United States forces from Viet-Ham and strict compliance
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with the Geneva accords, and at the same time we wish to reaffirm

our militant solidarity with the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam

and the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam. We appeal to

the revolutionary and progressive governments and peoples to give

all material and technical assistance they may require. We wish to

denounce the danger and the fallacies of the so-called peace

initiatives voiced by the United States delegation. I think it not

unnecessary to point out that once and for all moral authority will

be lost by those who openly or secretly abet this manoeuvre. Let

them remain silent or else face the need to comply with principles,

which is what this moment calls for. But you may be sure that the

Government and the people of Cuba will abide by those principles at

any price.

Mr. POMAMBALAM, Ceylon, (A/W.l̂  at pages 77,78,79-80 and 8l): "At

a time when mankind is manifesting a deep desire for peace in the

world, when every representative from this rostrum has unreservedly

expressed the view that hostilities in Viet-Uam must not merely be

made to abate but to terminate, it is a depressing commentary on our

times, committed as we are under the Charter to take effective,

collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to

peace, that over the course of one whole year the international commu-

nity as represented by this Assembly has had to look on helplessly

and allow a situation to develop which may easily lead to a third

world conflagration. Apart from the consideration that the untold

human suffering that is taking place in that unfortunate country

should be brought to a speedy end, is there not a duty cast upon even

those of us not immediately concerned in the conflict to direct our
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untiring energies and bend our wills to devise some means by which

the apparently conflicting claims and the relatively contradictory

positions taken up by the warring parties could be reconciled?

"Already the international community is in some degree committed

to the observation add supervision of events taking place in that

area. The International Control Commission has over the years

forcefully brought to the notice of the world the dangerous situation

that was developing in Viet-Nam, and yet no effective steps have been

taken by those directly concerned to halt these alarming trends. It

is therefore not surprising that the conflict has developed into one

of unparalleled gravity, where the armed forces of several Member

States are locked in combat on foreign territory. For us small nations

who are forced to view the situation from afar, this inaction on the

part of the great Powers seems difficult to understand or appreciate.

Is the international community to sit by and await the passing of

another year, during the course of which the struggle may well

erupt into a global conflict? I can think of no situation more

pregnant with explosive possibilities and danger to international

peace than the present situation in Viet-Nam, and it therefore behoves

us to explore every possibility that would result in at least a

progressive reduction of the scale of active hostilities until they

are eventually terminated and a rapprochement is reached leading to

the early stabilization of the situation in the whole of that

unhappy land,

"I fell that one should examine very seriously, realistically

and constructively the proposals that have been put forward in this

Assembly by the representative of the United States of America in

what appears to us to be a genuine desire on its part to reach a

settlement in Veet-Nam. To attribute motives or to suspect the
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professions of intention of governments may "be an easy

intellectual or political exercise, but I feel a more constructive

approach to the situation would be to accept the offer of the United

States as a challenge and examine its possibilities, particularly

since it is our view that the intervention of the United States in

Viet-Nam has not been motivated by the classic colonial objectives of

territorial expansion or the establishment of strategic bases.

Whilst those of us in the wings have taken up varying attitudes

ranging from the critical and the supercilious to the noncommittal

and the laudatory, there are some not unhopeful signs that the time

is not too distant when the parties most directly concerned may well

be persuaded of the imperative necessity of coming to the conference

table. We understand that the leader of the National Liberation

Front in South Viet-Ham is prepared to join in the formation of a

broad-based democratic government. This offer is one that is

deserving of scrutiny with a view to exploring the possibilities of

its acceptance* In this context it will be recalled that one of the

major obstacles to the commencement of negotiations has been the

position of some of the contending governments that they would not

accept the National Liberation Front as a party to the negotiations.

However, Ambassador Goldberg in his address appears to have eliminated

this obstacle as far as the Government of the United States is

concerned when he said that this matter would not be 'an insurmountable

difficulty.»
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"The condition precedent to the initiation of negotiations

suggested by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, namely,

cessation of the bombing of North Viet-Nam by United States and

South Viet-Namese aircraft, appears to one to be acceptable to the

Government of the United States, provided there is some response

from Hanoi. There is no question but that no fruitful talks or

purposeful negotiations can be commenced or carried on in an

atmosphere of active hositilities including heavy aerial bombardment.

I pose a question: Should not the representatives of a small group

of non-aligned nations make it their endeavour, under the auspices

of the United Nations, to visit Viet-Nam and the capitals of the

countries directly interested, iwth a view to persuading these

Governments of the urgent necessity to overcome their mutual

suspicions and mistrust, thereby promoting an atmosphere in which

they can better appreciate the narrowness of the gap that still

divides them?

"This Assembly will recall that one of the principal objectives

of the Geneva Conference of 195*1- was to ensure the neutralization

of Viet-Nam and the complete Association of both North and South Viet-

Nam from any military alliance or entanglement with any foreign Power.

This seems to be the one matter on which there appears to be unanimity

of opinion among a.11 of us. This was adverted to by the President of

France in a recent speech in Cambodia, and emphasized by his

Foreign Minister in his speech here. It is to be hoped that even

countries not yet represented in the United Nations will accept this

as a most important objective in the achievement of international

stability in that area. We have a good example in the experience of

one of our fellow Member States whose neutrality has been guaranteed
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by the great Powers and who has solemnly pledged itself to a policy

of strict neutrality, and, what is more important, has scrupulously

observed it — I refer to Austria. A condition precedent to the

establishment of such a neutralized Viet-Nam would be the complete

and absolute withdrawal of all foreign troops, wherever they may be

found in that country, as specifically laid down in the GenevaAAccords

of

"The people of Viet-Nam have manifestly shown a desire to be

masters in their own land and to manage their own affairs, without the

assistance or the interference of any foreign Power. It- would be more

than salutary for us to acknowledge and accept this fact and for

the Viet-Namese to decide upon the form of government which b,est

suits them. If any of us were to be too concerned about the particular

ideology which should appeal to the Viet-Namese people as a whole, we

might unwittingly push them into accepting the very ideology which we

do not want them to accept. The coexistence of nations with differing

ideologies is today too elementary to be emphasized, and it may well

be that, as it happened in Yugoslavia, there could evolve in Viet-

Nam a strong national structure and government which, whatever its

ideology, may choose to remain both independent and neutral. The

serious offer made on behalf of the Government of the United States

of its readiness actively to participate in a phased and planned

withdrawal of all foreign troops is a matter that needs to be pursued.

I feel that prompt and purposeful action must be taken here and now

by the international community to explore the implications of this

offer in order to make it a practical reality.

"It may well be that there were reasons, both psychological and

otherwise, for certain of the major Powers to have resisted the
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inclusion of the question of Viet-Nam as an item in the agenda of

the present session of the General Assembly. This is all the more

reason for every effort to be made and every nerve to "be strained

by Member States, both individually and collectively, to bring about

the beginning of negotiations as a prelude to an agreement and to the

final establishment of peace in that part of Asia and thereby in the

•world,

"Hie hour is too late and the consequences are too grave for

us to indulge now in the luxury of entering into any research as to

who is responsible, and to what extent, for the present tragic

situation in Viet-Nam. Rather would I earnestly suggest that a

better atmosphere would be created and a more realistic approach made

by our facing up to the realities of the situation as they exist

today and by our attempting to seek a solution that would lead to an

immediate djtente."

Mr. Ponnambalam, Ceylon (A/JV.1̂ 6 at pages 89-90 and 91): "Speaking

before this Assembly last year, I referred to the fact that there

should be available to the United Nations for the furtherance of

peace-building activities a forceful and representative political

task force which can step in and mediate even before a dispute has had

time to deteriorate into a disruptive one. This, in the view of my

delegation, would contribute immeasurably towards strengthening the

peace-building capacity of this Organization. It is therefore

gratifying to me to note that the Secretary-General himself has

recently stressed the need for the United Nations to continue the long-

term task of building the peace if it is to equip itself for helping

countries to keep the peace. My delegation whole-heartedly endorses
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achievement of this end."
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Prince SOOVAMA PHOOMA. Laos (A/FV.3M? at page 6): "In the midst of

disorder, the unleashing of hate and the explosion of racism there are,

however, grounds for gratification and hope that permit a measure of

optimism. Last year witnessed the emergence in Asia of the spirit of

Tashkent after the cease-fire agreed to by India and Pakistan, thanks

to the personal action of Secretary-General U Thant."

Prince SOPVAMA PHODMA.Laos (A/FV.lkkj at pages 7,8 and 9-10):

Unfortunately, along with this trend towards a relaxation of tension

and peace, there is in Asia a source of grave conflict — one which

is localized, to "be sure, in the Indo-Chinese peninsula, especially

in Viet-Ham and to a lesser degree in Laos, but which, tomorrow

could encompass all of Asia and perhaps the entire world. I think

that world opinion regards matters in these regions in the following

manner.

"There is every reason to believe that, by degrees, by the

insidious process of the wars called 'wars of national liberation1,

if this process is not stopped in time, a third world war will burst

into flames and destroy us all. It is by accelerating this process

that some find benefits for their dream of hegemony, while others use

it to try out principles and practices of the warfare of the future.

General staffs are putting their theories to the test of fire;

leaders are being trained; but the process of 'de-escalation' has not

yet been found.



- 2?6 -

"It is said that the balance of terror makes var impossible.

No one can really believe that. We for our part are sceptical, and

we think that on the day -when the die is cast the world will go up

in smoke.

"In Laos ve have been suffering for years the immediate effects

of the war in Viet-Nam. Through the intermediary of the so-called

Pathet Lao forces and in collusion with them, the North Viet-Namese

have carried the war to Laos. The famous 'Ho Chi-Minh trail', over

which foreign weapons and troops pass, is in our territory. It is

no longer a secret to anyone that entire Worth Viet-Wamese battalions

are operating in our country, attacking our forces, killing our women

and children, carrying off our crops and our cattle. A number of

North Viet-Namese prisoners belonging to regular units have been

captured in engagements with our troops on various battlefields in

Laos. Documents taken from the dead and interrogations of prisoners

have enabled the Royal Government to furnish incontestable proof of

the presence of increasingly greater numbers of North Viet-Namese

troops in Lao territory, and their interference in the domestic

affairs of our country — all in spite of the Geneva Agreements of

1962 on the neutrality of Laos.

"The International Control Commission created by the Agreements

of 195̂  and 1962, to which our complaint about the North Viet-Namese

intervention was addressed, recognized in its documents that the

facts were accurate and our accusations were well founded. The

Government of the United Kingdom, as Co-Chairman of the Geneva

Conference, reported in a recent declaration repeated violations of
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the 1962 Agreements by the Hanoi Government. Recently, before this

Assembly, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of India spoke of the situation

in Laos, which, he said, is closely linked to the situation in Viet-Nam.

He vent on to say:

"The situation in Laos is integrally tied up with the situation

in Viet-Nam. There could be no perceptible improvement in one

without a corresponding improvement in the other. Should the conflict

in Viet-Nam escalate, there is bound to be a corresponding escalation

in Laos as veil. In such an inherently difficult situation, ve

appreciate the efforts made by the Prime Minister of the Royal

Laotian Government, Prince Souvanna Fhouma, to steer a middle

course." (l̂ 32nd meeting, pages 33-35)

Naturally, certain delegations will hurl the accusation that our proof

was fabricated. But we are accustomed to denials of that kind; these

will not be the first, for the world is already full of them.

"This Assembly itself must certainly still have a vivid recollection

of other, perhaps more dramatic, occasions of public protests of this

kind, too noisy to be sincere, when irrefutable proof, although always

contested, was produced against persons who violate the principles of

the Charter and turn to derision the condemnation frequently registered

by the General Assembly. My delegation, which is becoming accustomed

to these retractions, will not dwell on the odious character of such

policies.

"Accusations and counter-adcusations do not serve the interests of

peace. Some of us know that the Agreements of 195*4- and those of 1962
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are veritable scraps of paper. For 12. years there have been disputes

about those agreements, over words to conceal ambitions, camouflage

territorial expansion, incite rebellions, and control acts of subversion.

That is why the people of Laos, having been subjected to various pressures

and seriously injured by prolonged conflicts, ardently desire peace.

They desire the cessation of interference in their internal affairs, no

matter from what quarter that interference comes. They steadfastly

seek the friendship of their neighbours in order to establish

reconciliation and concord within the framework of a neutrality that is

recognized, and guaranteed by thirteen Powers. The Royal Government

which I have the honour to head, will spare no effort to destroy the

wall of suspicion and doubt and to overcome the obstinate deafness

of certain nations and to induce them to find some solution for the

tragedy of Viet-Nam.

"To this end it is prepared to begin negotiations with all its

adversaries with a view to arriving at a.modus vivendi permitting the

gradual establishment of peace and stability throughout Southeast Asia.

And it is in this spirit that I adjure the opposing parties to strive for

a negotiated settlement of the problem of Viet-Nam. In this era of

independence, there can be no military victory. The road to peace

must necessarily be via the negotiating table. It would be a tragic

mistake and folly for either party to believe that it can achieve a

complete victory by arms or destroy a political regime for the purpose of

changing the status quo. This belief is futile and dangerous to peace
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for It serves the interests of those who hold military power and,

at the same tiros, thwarts the principles of peaceful coexistence.

That is why the war is not producing and will not produce either

victors or vanquished; that is why, by its unforeseen implications

and its obscure chain of events, it poisons international relations

and prevents all progress, both in the negotiations for general and

complete disarmament and the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and

in the efforts to achieve understanding and co-operation. Why not halt

the massacre, the devastation and the chaos? The preliminary and

false pretexts merely serve to prolong needlessly the indescribable

sufferings of the peoples. Throughout the world voices are being

raised with ever-increasing strength and greater and greater insistence
» * . •

to demand peace by negotiation. Have not His Holiness the Pope, the

Secretary-General U Thant, and many Chiefs of State launched peace

appeals that are most stirring in their force and their sincerity?

The people of Laos, who are the direct victims of this raging war,

call with one voice upon the parties to the conflict to negotiate.

The sooner they sit down at a conference table, the better it will be.

"In our opinion the Geneva Agreements of 195̂ » whatever may be said about

them, furnish an honourable basis and a valuable framework for the

Viet-Namese peace negotiations. It is a question of returning to the

agreements, while improving the mechanism of control and supervision

in order to increase their effectiveness and arranging their content,

so as to take into account the interest and the wishes not only of the

people of Viet-Nam but also of all the people of Indochina. We believe

that the guaranteed neutralization of the entire peninsula would ensure

a good framework for laying permanent foundations for peace in
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South-East Asia. The neutrality of Laos of 1962 would find in this

expanded neutralization the strongest and surest foundations, enabling

our people to live safe from foreign intervention and to work out a

harmonious development of their relations with the neighbouring

countries.

"I would not wish to conclude my remarks without expressing the keen

regrets of my Government and my people at the decision taken by

Secretary-General U Thant not to continue in office for another term.

We fully understand the noble and deep reasons that have led to his

decision, which is a problem of conscience. We have known for a

long time his devotion to the cause of peace, the nobility of his

thinking, his personal modesty and his keen sense of responsibility,

so that we cannot help feeling that his departure will be a great

loss to our Organization, at a time when the world situation requires

the greatest coolheadedness and the greatest wisdom. Because of the

crises that have been shaking the United Nations for several years,

we, for our part, should have liked to have His Excellency U Thant

continue to serve as the guardian of world conscience. But if that is

his wish, we can only defer to it. However, we shall take the liberty,

although he has recommended the greatest moderation in eulogies, of

expressing to him again the regrets, the esteem, and the admiration of
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the people of Laos for the service he has rendered in his post to

the cause of de'tente, peace, and international co-operation.

"May I also add my high appreciation of the great work of the

Secretary-General His Excellency U Thant.

Mr. HUSSEIN, Somalia (A/FV.1̂ 7 at page 26): "It is sometimes argued

that as long as the most difficult problems, such as the war in

Viet-Nam and the unification of divided nations, remain unsolved,

we have to resign ourselves to lack of progress in the field even of

nuclear disarmament. My Government does not share this view. It is

certainly true that grave problems complicate each other. Yet, the

United Nations must proceed on several fronts.

Mr. HUSSEIN, Somalia (A/EV.lM? at page 28-50): "The darkest cloud

now hanging over the world is of course the war in Viet-Nam. The

suffering of all the people of this divided nation and the dangers

which the escalation of the war poses to international peace both

demand that all peace-loving countries continue their efforts to have

the hostilities ended and to bring the parties concerned to the conference

•A
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table.

"The Somali Government has consistently urged that military force

cannot solve the problems of Viet-Nam, that the reunification of

Viet-Nam can only be achieved by the peaceful procedures of self-

determination, and that all parties to the conflict must unconditionally

accept a return to the Geneva Accords of 195̂ . We regret that our

proposal to establish a committee of good offices composed of Afro-

Asian States to bring about a cease-fire and to arrange for a

conference, and the attempts of other non-aligned countries to achieve

a settlement, have not met with success.

"Humanity demands that a speedy end be brought to the terrible

suffering of the Viet-Namese people, and to a war which, if continued,

may lead to nuclear disaster.

Mr. CORNER, New Zealand (A/FV.lWjf at page **2): "We meet at a time

when even the most optimistic among us must confess to a deep and

growing sense of concern at the tide of events on almost every

international front. The Secretary-General himself has in a number

of recent statements given voice to his mounting anxiety; it is not,

I believe, an exaggeration to describe his statements as expressing

foreboding and despondency.
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Mr, COSHER, Hew Zealand (A/FV.lW*? at pages 56-62): "These reflections

bring me directly to the question of the conflict in Viet-Nam. Great

as may "be the other issues that confront the world, and this Assembly,

the situation in Viet-Nam carries the most immediate threat to peace

and the gravest implications for us all. This Organization — and

more especially this body — may not "be the forum in which the problem

can be resolved. But this Organization and this Assembly are

certainly a fitting place, indeed the only place, for all of us to voice

our concern at the situation and our common desire to see negotiations

begin for a just settlement.

"The situation in Viet-Nam is not simple, though some of the issues

it raises are. Some features of the situation are particular to Viet-Nam;

others are shared with other countries which, in the post-war years, became

divided into communist and non-communist zones. The fact of such division
'r

is regrettable. But it exists: in Germany, in Korea, in Viet-Nam. The

people of all these divided States will, we hope, be able to achieve

reunification, if they so wish, by their own decision, through a

democratic process, through self-determination. But, pending these

decisions, an attempt by one part of such a State to impose reunification

under its own political system by force — whether by direct invasion,

as in Korea in 1950, or by a war of terror and subversion, a so-called

war of national liberation, as in Viet-Nam today — is not an act of

self-determination: it is an act of aggression. There are those who

deny that an attempt by North Viet-Nam to impose a government and political

system on South Viet-Nam by force can be an act of aggression. To their

eyes it can be only a civil war. One must ask whether this Organization
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should have stood aside when North Korea attacked South Korea in 1950,

on the grounds that to assist would have been to interfere in the

domestic affairs of the Korean people. One must ask whether some of

those who put forward this notion would have stood aside had the

Federal Republic of Germany attacked Bast Germany. Would they then

have argued that an attempt to achieve the unity and independence of

the German people by force could not he regarded as aggression because

the German people could not possibly commit aggression against themselves?

"Others have said that this war is, in essence, $OT was, in origin, v

a civil war within South Viet-Nam. There is not doubt that political
*£. • •

and social weaknesses in the Republic of Viet-Nam have contributed to

the success of communist military tactics. But we believe the evidence

of the direction and support of the Viet-Gong forces from North Viet-Nam

to be undeniable. We believe further that the extent of this direction

and support is such that the war cannot be regarded simply as a civil

war within the South: there is also clear aggression from the North.

Countries such as New Zealand do not seek to become involved in a civil

war, but we cannot disregard an act of aggression.

"My country lies remote from Viet-Nam, more than five thousand miles

distant from that unhappy country. In the 1930's we were farther still from

Manchuria; from Ethiopia; and from Czechoslovakia and Poland. Yet we

found then that developments in those places carried implications for

our own safety and for the world's safety. We were further still from

Korea in 1950 than from Viet-Nam today; but we recognized then that

armed attack, even though it might be across the demarcation line of

a politically divided country, was nonetheless aggression, and a threat

•A
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to us along with others. Whether the seeds of conflict appear in
i

Europe, as in Berlin in 19̂ 8, or in Africa, as in the Congo in I960,

or in Latin America, as in Cuba in 1962, we have seen that our fate can

be involved in the outcome of events in many places, places more distant

from us that Viet-Nam. That is why the Charter is founded on the

notion that a threat to the peace anywhere is a matter of general

concern. That is why this Organization exists. That is why none of us

here in this Assembly can stand aloof from what is happening in Viet-Nam

today, whether or not the matter appears formally on our agenda. That

is why Hew Zealand has responded to the request for militaey assistance

from the Republic of Viet-Nam.

"The effort in which New Zealand has joined is not designed to

impose a government or a regime upon the people of Viet-Nam, whether

North or South. We do not believe that the people of South Viet-Nam

want a communist government or a communist front government. Through

all the difficulties and vicissitudes of recent years we have seen

no major group or political figure rally to the National Liberation

Front; but we have seen many struggle against it at great cost and

risk. We do not believe that victory for a so-called National Liberation

Front would be a victory .for national liberation or for the future

of the nation. We have seen, in the north of Viet-Nam and elsewhere,

by what means and at what price such a regime would impose its will and

deal with those who oppose it. If the people of South Viet-Nam were to

choose a National Liberation Front government, we should accept that

decision, however great our regret and our concern for them and for

ourselves. But when an attempt is made to impose a National Liberation

•A
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Front government "by force, and our assistance has "been asked, the

principles that have long governed our policy demand that we give it.

"None of us can fail to be moved by the material and human tragedy

of this war. It is a war not fought upon a narrow and defined front, but

in the midst of the people themselves, day by day, month by month, year by

year. The grenade thrown into the restaurant, the airstrike from the sky,

the mortar attack upon a village, the operation to clear a road, the

assassination of local officials and their families: all take their

toll, and the toll, we know, is heavy. It is horrifying. It must

be stopped. The only question that can divide us can be: how to stop it.

"Unfortunately not everyone regards such a war with horror. Mao Tse-Tung

says that:

"The seizure of power by armed force, the settlement of the

issue by war, is the central task and the highest form of

revolution. This Marxist-Leninist principle of revolution holds

good universally, for China and for all other countries."

Mao Tse-Tung lays down: "Political power grows out of the barrel of

a gun". Lin Piao, his prophet, proclaims that "fighting is the pivot

of all our strategy and tactics" and that "war of annihilation is the

fundamental guiding principle of our military operations". This, we are

told, is the inevitable future course of events for Asia, Africa and

Latin America. "Protracted war" in these areas will come, must come,

and must be promoted and supported. Viet-Ham, we are clearly and

expressly told, is the example before the world of what will occur —

of what will be promoted ~ elsewhere.

• A
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The countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America already know

from experience what this means. Guerrilla wars were seen in several countries

of Asia in the forties and fifties. In Southeast Asia the people of

the Philippines, Malaysia, Laos, Indonesia and Burma do not need to look

at Viet-Nam today to see what such a war would mean, as the Prime

Minister of Laos pointed out from this rostrum a few minutes ago.

The newly independent States of Africa have teen told that they

are ripe for revolution. The nations of Latin America have been similarly

advised by a recent conference held in their region.

"Those who urge this"cause" as a necessity of some supposed "objective

laws" know too what it involves: "The sacrifice of a small number of

people in revolutionary wars", says Lin Piao reassuringly, "is repaid

by security for whole nations, whole countries and even the whole of

mankind; temporary suffering is repaid by lasting or even perpetual

peace and happiness".

"Do any of us here, we who support the Charter, support this

doctrine? New Zealand opposes it, not simply because we reject the

ideology that has given birth to it, but because it is a menace to

the security of us all. We are not committed to an ideological war.

But we are committed to defence against aggression. Certainly, it would

be quite wrong for us to let any ideological concern excuse anyone from

seeking to bring the war to an end. But wars of this kind will not be

stopped by making them profitable. The world community must make known

its desire for a settlement; it cannot ask for a unilateral capitulation.

"What can such a settlement be? It is not perhaps here that its
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terms can be formulated. This can be done by negotiation among those

most directly concerned, as soon as the will to seek a solution is

evident on both sides. But such a settlement will surely be one that seeks

its modalities and its justification in the wishes of the people most

directly concerned. The people of South Viet-Mam should be able to

choose their own government and their own political and social system,

including the question of relations with the North, free of pressure

from any quarter, free from the threat of terror and reprisals. Self-

determination for the people of Viet-Nam as a whole can hardly be advanced

by allowing South Viet-Nam to have imposed upon it the same lack of choice

that marks elections in North Viet-Nam and other communist States. If

the people of South Viet-Nam were to choose communism, we should be

surprised, even concerned, for nowhere, not even in North Viet-Nam, has

a people freely shown by an ejection or referendum offering a genuine

choice, that it wants communism. But if the people of Viet-Nam, .-North

or South, were freely to choose communism, this is their right. If

they freely choose to reject communism, this is equally their right.

"The question now is how to bring the war to an end in a manner which

will safeguard this right. We have heard constructive proposals made

from this forum. We have heard readiness expressed to consider other

proposals also. What is now needed is a constructive response from the

other side, a response which Members of the Assembly have a right to

expect.

"Is it too much to hope that an additional benefit of a successful

negotiation bringing peace to Viet-Nam might be an easing of tension

in the whole of Asia — a process which might, in turn, open up
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possibilities for gradual accommodations between Communist China and

the non- communist States of Asia and the West? Such a trend, a

softening of hostile attitudes, might then aid the important task of

"bringing the Government of Peking into a wider and more constructive

relationship with the international community at large and with this

Organization. "

• • # •

"In conclusion, I wish to express our deep appreciation for the

devoted work of the Secretary- General. Throughout his term of

appointment he has worthily maintained the high standards of impartiality

and integrity which the Charter demands of his office. He has never

spared himself in his search for means to promote and to maintain

peace. In this aim, he has had the warm support of the Government

and people of New Zealand. It is our hope that U Thant will agree to

continue to serve the United Nations and the world community as

Secretary-General of this Organization."

Mr. BOUTEFLIKft, Algeria (A/PV.lÛ T at pages 71,72,73-75 and 76): "If

we do not take care, we shall with our own hands destroy the instrument

for safeguarding peace which we have constructed with so much labour.

The crisis opened by the end of the term of office of the Secretary-

General is without any doubt a new and serious factor which helps us

better to see the grave nature of the situation. Through the problem

of a man, we perceive the problem of the seriousness of the situation

in the world and the weakening of international institutions which

confronts us.

"With courage, lucidness and sincerity, U Thant clearly raised

the problem in words which will live forever in the history of the

•A
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United Nations when he said:

'If the Members have the will to see the United Nations develop

into a really effective force for peace and progress, to bring it

back to solvency, to see that this Organization is so constituted as

to contribute significantly towards the easing of tensions and conflicts

and towards enabling the United Nations to perform its harmonizing

function, as envisaged in the Charter, then there' will be a way to

achieve these objectives with a new man at the helm.'

"Indeed we hope to see U Thant change his decision. He has our

complete esteem and confidence. He has proved to the whole world that

he is a man of exceptional stroke whose only ambition is to serve the

principles to which we are all attached. But to make an appeal to

him without considering his suggestions, to ask him to remain in office

without providing him with the necessary conditions for the discharge

of his duties, would not seem to be a method likely to solve the

crisis. In fact, if the situation were to remain as it is, it would

not be easy for any person, conscious of his responsibilities, to put

forward his candidacy.

» • . *

"More and more international society reverts to the law of the

strongest and the peoples of the 'third world' fall prey to the

contradiction between their desire to lead an independent life and their

fear of the consequences of their choice. In this connexion, the

experience of the peoples of the Indochinese peninsula is one of the

tragedies of the second half of the twentieth century, and the most

cruel of these tragedies is that through which the heroic people of

Viet-Nam is living today.

"If today we allow a Power to intervene militarily in a country

in order to impose a political regime, we shall contribute to the
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creation of a precedent which will weigh heavily on the independence

of all the small countries. If a government believes, trusting in

its material power, that it has special responsibilities in the five

continents and resorts to force to carry out the responsibilities

which it thinks it possesses, the world will only move towards chaos

and general conflagration.

"Already in Viet-Ham there is nothing which allows us to think

that the war will not develop into a conflict fatal in its scope and

in the parties that it could pit against one another. As of now,

beyond political calculations and the confrontation of ideologies,

the war in Viet-Nam raises the whole question of the survival of a

people.

"Just as all other peoples, the people of Viet-Nam has the right

to choose the form of government which suits it and to achieve, under

its own responsibility alone, the unity of the people and of the

territory. Whether it be in the north or in the south, the Viet-

namese people is one and indivisible. In these conditions, to judge

in the same way and to put on the same plane acts of natural solidarity

between the part of a single country and the military intervention of

the United States of America would be to raise the problem in a

manner that would make the search for a solution extremely difficult.

"We can never repeat enough that the question of Viet-Nam is,

before all else, a matter which must be solved by the Viet-Namese and

between the Viet-Namese. Nobody can claim to have a right to inter-

fere in the internal affairs of a people, or to pass upon in the

ideological or political choice of that people. United States

intervention in that faraway country has only given to that conflict

a scope which transforms the just struggle for self-determination of
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peoples Into a strategic confrontation on a world scale.

"As long as the escalation continues, more ruinous and more

murderous than ever, and while the possibility of the United States

forces crossing the seventeenth parallel remains open, no prospect for

a political solution is conceivable* In fact, only the military

disengagement on the part of the United States, the withdrawal of its

troops and bases according to a predetermined time-table, can create

the conditions for a just andequitable peace. Then fruitful

negotiations could be opened with the National Liberation Front, the

authentic representative of the Viet-Namese people, to find a political

solution to the problem.

"The Algerian people, which has undergone a difficult and exalting

experience of revolutionary liberation struggle, and which has deeply

felt international solidarity, can only be at one in active solidarity

with the struggle of the Viet-Namese people for self-determination,

the unity of its people and the integrity of its territory.

"Although the political and geographic contexts may appear diffe-

rent, numerous analogies and similarities are obvious which, in our

search for solutions, permit us to hope that one day some lesson will

be drawn from history.

"In any case, the United Nations, which cannot claim the right

to interfere in this thorny question through formal channels, cannot

nevertheless hide behind the absence of a juridical and legal basis

in order to refuse to serve as a forum where the serious events

taking place in South-East Asia can be debated, thus enlightening world

public opinion, awakening its conscience, and helping in the

creation of a healthy stimulus towards peace, which is so desired and

awaited by all the peoples of the world.
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"It is not for us to take the place of the Viet-Namese in

finding a solution to their problems. Those who are fighting are the

only ones capable of expressing the sentiments of their people.

Be that as it may, reason clearly dictates that a serious,, organization

such as ours should not seek a solution to a problem when it refuses

to certain parties the right to have a seat in its midst.

t
Mr* LOPEZ VIIiLAMIL, Honduras (A/PV.lWT at page 82): "The present

war in Viet-Nam moves the conscience of all mankind, for the propor-

tions it has acquired exceed those of the conflicts of some years ago.

Anyone engaged in the discharge of high public responsibility under-

stands that this war represents far more than an.impediment to

solution of a great many international problems, problems which

converge here, in the United Nations, from every corner of the world.

The war also constitutes an insurmountable obstacle to better exchange,

to the realization of programmes that would benefit great hungering

masses of humanity and raise their living standards, and reduce the

worldwide inflation caused by the accelerated manufacture of armaments.

In this connexion the President of Honduras publicly expressed his

hope that reason will prevail in any negotiations seeking peace in

Viet-Nam. The road to peace in Viet-Ham will not be found if in adv-

ance we lable the contending parties as 'angels' and 'devils'. Only

constructive negotiations in which the two sides are prepared to agree

to a cease-fire and to gurrantee the independence of South Viet-Nam

and its right to self-determination can lead to the kind of solution

the whole civilized world awaits. Fanaticism, hatred, violence,

arrogance and intolerance have, through the centuries shown that they

never serve as the basis for the conclusion of peace treaties, and when
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treaties have been imposed in their name "by force, they have

produced even worse consequences. Peace achieved around the conference

table, as it has been pointed out, is always better than peace achieved

on the battlefield. As the representative of New Zealand said this

afternoon, we must not seek any unilateral solutions."

Mr. LOPEZ VILLAMIL, Honduras (A/P7.3M-7 at page 92): "The present

session of the General Assembly has in mind the statement by the

Secretary-General, U Thant, regarding his desire not to stand for re-

election. Mfy Government, together with those of the other Latin

American countries, has fully supported all his efforts for the cause

of international peace and we hope that this Assembly, by means of a

majority vote, will find a solution and persuade him to remain in

office, while helping him to maintain the prestige of the Organization

and maintain its constructive dynamism, in which all Member States

have placed their faith, especially the small countries, which would

stand to lose much if thepprinciples of the Charter were not to be

respected and if this Organization were to decline because of the

apparent lightness with which some resolutions are regarded."


