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Note to the Secretary-General 1._ ~ iJ £/t. 

Ad hoc ECOSOC meeting on the food crisis t! J 

Your leadership in the current food crisis, which has substantial economic, 
political and security implications, is cruciaL ~urther to yeste_!slay's al}!1o~nC<?_!!lent by the 
Pr~sidentQf]:lC_OSOC of his intention (after consultations with the Bureau ofECOSOC) 
to hold an ad hoc Council meeting on a global response to the food crisis, I .§..hould_like_t_9 
suggest ~Q_me specific parameters for the organization of such a m~eeti~ng, particularly with 
_regard tg i!s t!!n-Lng, participation, format and outcome. 

Timing: The President of the Council is proposing ~ tw9-hs>ur tp<?_ming meeting, 
either on 19 or 20 May, at a time most COf!Venient to you. This would position the 
meeting to take place within three weeks of the Spring session of the Chief Executives 
Board, where the World Bank and the Rome-based organizations will lead a discussion, 
at your request, that aims to catalyze the UN system response. It would also follow on the 
161h session ofthe Commission for Sustainable Development (5-16 May), focused on 
agriculture, rural development, land, drought, desertification and Africa, which you will 
address, at its high-level segment (14 May). So there is an opportunity for the ECOSOC 
meeting to build on the immediately preceding inter-agency and inter-governmental 
events and to add further momentum to the global response. 

Participation and format: Expected participation at the meeting would be at the 
level ofPermanent Representatives in New York. The meeting could be a panel 
discussion chaired by the President of the CounciL I suggest that you represent the United 
Nations system. Invitations may be sent to President Yudhoyono (Indonesia), President 
Lula (Brazil), President Mutharika (Malawi) and Prime Minister Gordon Brown, who all 
keep a high profile on the issue of food crisis and hunger, and who may either participate 
in person or send a video message. In addition, invitations may be extended to the head of 
OXF AM, former President Jimmy Carter and the head of one of the larger US 
foundations, such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. After presentations by the 
panelists, the floor would be open to brief statements from the regional groups and 
countries most affected by the crisis. 

Concept paper: In consultation with the Rome-based agencies (WFP, FAO and 
IFAD), UNHCR, World Bank, UNDP and OCHA, DESA could prepare a short concept 
note (about four pages), outlining possible actions required immediately and in the short­
and medium-terms. The main focus, however, would be on the immediate and short-term 
measures to alleviate the distress of those suffering the harshest impacts of the food 
CflSlS. 

Outcome: The outcome of the ad hoc ECOSOC meeting could be a non­
negotiated declaration by the President of the Council calling for urgent and coordinated 
action by the UN system and the international community and appealing to the donor 
community. . ..., 
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Note to the Secretary-General 

Ad hoc ECOSOC meeting on the food crisis v 

Your leadership in the current food crisis, which has substantial economic, 
political and security implications, is crucial. Further to ~_§terday) announcement by tge 
Ps~?jd~l}!_of_E<:Q~Q_Cgf.l1is_int~!liiQn (after consultations with the Bureau ofECOSOC) 
t_Q_~cld_a_n_ad.JJQC CQllTI~il_!IleetiJJ.g gp a global response to the food crisis, ~ sho_l!lQ like to 
sy_gg~st some specific p~~_!!!.~ers_f9r tl:]:e _9Eg<l!l:iz~tion of su~_l:]:_~_g1eeting1_particularly with __ 
J~gf!IQJQj_t~_ tirp.ing,_particip_ation, formi'J.t and outcome. 

Timing: The President of the Council is proposing a two-hour morning meeting, 
either on 19 or 20 May, at a time most convenient to you. This would position the 
meeting to take place within three weeks of the Spring session of the Chief Executives 
Board, where the World Bank and the Rome-based organizations will lead a discussion, 
at your request, that aims to catalyze the UN system response. It would also follow on the 
16th session ofthe Commission for Sustainable Development (5-16 May), focused on 
agriculture, rural deveiopment, land, drought, desertification and Africa, which you will 
address, at its high-level segment (14 May). So there is an opportunity for the ECOSOC 
meeting to build on the immediately preceding inter-agency and inter-governmental 
events and to add further momentum to the global response. 

Participation and formai: Expected participation at the meeting would be at the 
level of Permanent Representatives in New York. The meeting could be a panel 
discussion chaired by the President of the Council. I suggest that you represent the United 
Nations system. Invitations may be sent to President Yudhoyono (Indonesia), President 
Lula (Brazil), President Mutharika (Malawi) and Prime Minister Gordon Brown, who all 
keep a high profile on the issue of food crisis and hunger, and who may either participate 
in person or send a video message. In addition, invitations may be extended to the head of 
OXF AM, former President Jimmy Carter and the head of one of the larger US 
foundations, such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. After presentations by the 
panelists, the floor would be open to brief statements from the regional groups and 
countries most affected by the crisis. 

Concept paper: In consultation with the Rome-based agencies (WFP, FAO and 
IFAD), UNHCR, World Bank, UNDP and OCHA, DESA could prepare a short concept . 
note (about four pages), outlining possible actions required immediately and in the short­
and medium-terms. The main focus, however, would be on the immediate and short-term 
measures to alleviate the distress ofthose suffering the harshest impacts of the food 
CDSlS. 

Outcome: The outcome of the ad hoc ECOSOC meeting could be a non­
negotiated declaration by the President of the Council calling for urgen\ and coordinated 
action by the UN system and the international community and appealing to the donor 
community. 
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Speaking for the UN system at the meeting, you would assert your critical 
leadership necessary to unite the international community in a swift, coordinated and 
comprehensive response to the accelerating world food crisis. 

In light of the above, I would request an indication of which two-hour slot 
between 19-20 May is most suitable for you, as well as your recommendations on-the 
_suggested format of the meeting. 

cc: Deputy Secretary-General 
Chef de Cabinet 

CJC 

For SO's approval 
For SG's attention 
For SG's information 
For SG's signature 

JP~1!~ 
SHAZukang 
15 April 2008 

SG 

~ o __ 

Approved 
Noted 
Seen 
Signed 

o __ ...,. 
rH:fii/C-....... ~ o __ 
o __ 

Date---------
Date _____ _ 

Comment (if applicable): 

a..., t..J '-4 (n. L. ~ c..J '"-. 
IU- ~~vi· 
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leadership necessary to unite the international community in a swift, coordinated and 
comprehensive response to the accelerating world food crisis. 

In light of the above, I would request an indication ofwhic_h_two-hour slqt 
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