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Compte rendu de l'entretien du Secretaire general avec le Premier
Ministre de la Principaute d'Andorre
Au siege de l'Organisation des Nations Unies. le vendredi 24
septembre 1993 a 10 h 30
Presents:
Le secretaire general
M. Marrack Goulding
M. Alavaro de Soto
Mme Seguin-Horton

S.E. M. Oscar Ribas Reig
Premier Ministre de la Principaute
d'Andorre
S.E. M. Antoni Armengol Aleix
Ministre des affaires etrangeres de
la Principaute d'Andorre

Se felicitant une fois de plus de !'admission, le 28 juillet ·
dernier, de son pays au sein des Nations Unies, M. Ribas Reig
souhaite le voir contribuer activement au developpement de
!'Organisation.
M. Ribas Reig dit que son sejour a New York doit lui
permettre d'etablir la Mission permanente de la Principaute
d'Andorre aupres des Nations Unies.
Le secretaire general reconnait que sa delegation permettra
a Andorre de renforcer sa presence au sein de la famille des
Nations Unies et ses contacts avec les 183 autres Etats Membres.
Andorre a deja pu participer a l'election des juges du
Tribunal international charge de poursuivre les auteurs de
violations graves du droit humanitaire dans l'ex-Yougoslavie,
fait notamment remarquer M, Ribas Reig.
=L=e......,s~e~c-r-e-t=a=i=·r....,..e___,g-e=n=e=r-a=l souligne que !'Organisation est fondee
sur le principe de l 'egalite de tousles Etats, qu'ils soient
grands ou petits. Ainsi chaque membre de l'Assemblee generale
dispose-t-il d'une voix.
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Rappelant que l'ONU fetera en 1995 son cinquantieme
anniversaire, le Secretaire general estime que la Principaute a
un role important a jouer dans la celebration de cet evenement.
Diverses manifestations culturelles et touristiques pourraient ·
etre organisees, conformement aux traditions andorranes, pour
sensibiliser !'opinion publique. Andorra, qui a recemment accede
au statut d'Etat independant, ne pourrait que beneficier de
telles festivites.
Le Secretaire general souhaite que les activites du Premier Ministre soient couronnees de succes, dans son pays, au niveau
international et dans le cadre des Nations Unies.

TALKING POINTS FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MEETING WITH MR. OSCAR RIBAS REIG,
PRIME MINISTER OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF ANDORRA

1.
Andorra was admitted to the United Nations on 28 July this
year and i t became 184th member of the Organization. Andorra is
located at the French-Spanish border. It has an area of 453
square kilometres and a population estimated in 1990 at about
53,000, including 40 , 000 foreigners. Catalan is the official
language, with Spanish and French also spoken.
The Prime Mi nister will meet the Secretary-General as a
courtesy visit ~ However, the Secretary-General may find it
appropriate to share his views on some issues that might be of
mutual interest .
2.

Former Yugoslavia
3.
The Secretary-General may wish to brief the Prime Minister
on the latest developments in this region and to indicate his
recognition of the difficulties that lie ahead in the
implementation of the agreement on Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Middle East

4.
The Secretary-General may wish to ·indicate that IsraeliPalestinian agreement which was signed on 13 September opened new
prospects for the settlement of the Middle East conflict.
Somalia

5.
The secretary-General may wish to give the Prime Minister a
brief outline of recent developments in Somalia. The UN
operation in Somalia is proceeding well, despite the difficulties
relating to security i t encounters from t i me to time in South
Mogadishu . Both the political and military officials are working
hard with local Somali elders to bring s : tuation under control.
Food and other humanitarian assistance are being delivered and
starvation or threats thereof, which precipitated the

intervention of the international community in Somalia, have been
completely eliminated.

23 September 1993
A. Matsouka, Europe Division, DPA
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MR. OSCAR RIBAS REIG. PRIME-MINISTER OF THE PRINCIPALITY
(ANDORRA)

Mr. o. Reig was born in 1936 in the parish of Sant Julia de
Loria close to the see of Urge!. For years his family has been
involved in tobacco growing. As a result of lucrative tobacco
trade with France and Spain the Reig family set up a bank which
is now one of the six principal banks of Andorra. Mr. o. Reig
followed the steps of his uncle Julia Reig first in charge of the
family business, then in political life (Mr. o. Reig's uncle was
twice elected syndic-speaker of Andorran Parliament).
Mr. o. Reig is of Spanish upbringing. He has a degree in
law. Member of the General Council (1971-1981), Prime-Minister
(1982-1984; January 1990 - January 1992; April 1992 - until
present).
Mr. o. Reig has been actively involved in pioneering the new
constitution in an attempt to put his country on a democratic
footing.
Mr.

o. Reig speaks fluent French.

He is married and has five children.
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Forty-seventh session
Agenda item 19
R.ESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(without reference to a Main Committee (A/47/L.63 and Add.l)]
47/232.

Admission of the Principality
in the United Nations

o membership

The General Assembly,
Having received the recommendation of the Security Council of
8 July 1993 that the Principality of Andorra should be admitted to membership
in the United Nations, 1/
Having considered the application for membership of the Principality of
Andorra,';,_/
Decides to admit the Principality of Andorra to membership in the United
Nations.
108th plenary meeting
28 July 1993

1/

A/47/976.

'j,_/

A/47/973-S/26039, annex.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADMITS ANDORRA AS 184TH UN MEMBER STATE

Head of Government Pledges to Contribute to World Peace. Cooperation

The General Assembly acted by acclamation this morning to admit the
Principality of Andorra as the 184th Member State of the United Nations,
following an 8 July recommendation of the Security Council.
Also this morning, Narcisa L. Escaler, Assembly Vice-President, expressed
the Assembly's sympathy to Japan on its earthquake, and to Bangladesh, India,
Nepal and the United States on their recent floods. It heard an appeal for
assistance from the representative of Nepal which, with the other affected
States, expressed appreciation for the international community's sympathy and
support.
Concerning the admission of Andorra, Oscar Ribas Reig, Head of Government
of Andorra, said that, as a "micro-State", his country was fearful of
"political giantism" and sought to safeguard the accessibility to political
life that characterized his country . Andorra was a country of the Pyrenees,
the European mountains which "do not form a barrier but a meeting place". He
attached high priority to stimulating the Pyrenees' economic development.
Mr . Ribas Reig said that, as a country which had not been at war since
the thirteenth century, Andorra intended to contribute to world peace and
cooperation and to share i ts ancient love of freedom.
Welcoming statements were made by the representatives of Uganda (on
behalf of the African Group), the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea (on
behalf of the Asian Group), Poland (on behalf of the Eastern European Group),
Chile (on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean Group), Luxembourg (on
behalf of the Western European and Other States) and the United States (as
host country) .
The draft decision recommending Andorra's admission to membership
(document A/47/L.63) was co-sponsored by Albania, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Cyprus, Djibouti, El Salvador, Finland, France,
Greece, Guatemala, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
(more)
4728P
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Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Morocco, Nicaragua, .Norway, Panama, the
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Thaila,I1-tl, Tu:i;-key and the United Kingdom .
•'
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Andorra is located in the eastern Pyrenees mountain range on the
French-Spanish border. It has an area of 453 square kilometres and a
population estimated in i990 at about 53,000. Catalan is ··the official
language, with Spanish and French also spoken .
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~ ,. J... eMJlL' ADMISSION DE LA PRINCIPAUTE D' ANDORRE
AU SEIN DE L'ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES
LE 28 JUILLET 1993

Excellences,
Mesdames, Messieurs,

Au nom des Etats Membres de !'Organisation, je suis heureux
d'accueillir la Principaute d' Andorre, pays millenaire des Pyrenees,
au sein des Nations Unies.

Et je souhaite la bienvenue

a Monsieur Oscar Ribas

Reig,

Chef du Gouvernement de la Principaute d' Andorre.

L'Histoire raconte que Charlemagne a fonde Andorre en
l'an 805! Longtemps, la Principaute a connu une structure
politique originate, placee sous la souverainete conjointe de
l'Eveque d'Urgell et du President de la Republique fran_yaise.

- 2 -

Tout recemment, le 14 mars 1993, Andorre a adopte la
premiere Constitution de son Histoire et accede au statut d'Etat
independant.

La derniere etape naturelle pour Andorre restait done son
admission au sein de la grande famille des Nations Unies. C' est
aujourd'hui chose faite!

Je suis certain que la Principaute d' Andorre, Etat de droit,
democratique, epris de liberte, apportera une pleine contribution

a

la realisation des objectifs qui sont les notres. Le principe de
I' egalite des Etats, fondement de la Charte des Nations Unies, lui
en donne tous les moyens.

Je me felicite done de l'admission de la Principaute d' Andorre
au sein des Nations Unies et souhaite la voir participer activement
aux travaux de l'Organisation.

Hissez le drapeau de la Principaute d' Andorre!
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Notes on the secretary-General's meeting with
the Prime Minister of Andorra
Held at the Palais des Nations
at 4:30 p.m.

24 June 1993

Geneva

Present:
The Secretary-General
Ms. Aboulnaga
Ms. Mackay

H.E. Mr. Oscar Ribas Reig, Prime Minister
of Andorra
H.E. Mr. Antoni Armengol Aleix, Minist er
for Foreign Affairs of Andorra
Mr. Jordi Cinca Mateos, Secretary-General
and Speaker of the Parliament of Andorra

The Prime Minister thanked the Secretary-General for receiving
him.
The prospective admission of Andorra to the United Nations
was an occasion of great historic importance for the small
principality, which had been in existence for over seven hundred
years.
He handed Andorra's letter of application for membership of
the United Nations to the Secretary-General.
The Secretary-General gave a brief explanation of the
procedure for handling applications for membership; the General
Assembly would take the final decision based on the recommendation
of the Security Council.
He would pass the letter on to the
competent authorities.
The only question was the timing of the
General Assembly meeting.
Noting that San Marino and Monaco, also small states, had
recently been admitted as members, the Secretary-General foresaw no
problem with Andorra's application. He stressed that the principle
of universality was very important to him.
The Secretary-General asked
population of the principality.

about

the

configuration

and

Andorra's inhabitants currently numbered around 60,000, Prime
Minister Ribas replied; the population had almost doubled in the
past ten years. The principality was located in two valleys in the

2

Pyrenees between France and Spain, and covered less than 200 square
miles.
Andorra was in the process of trying to modernize its a i ent
customs, and adapt to the "new rulei; of the game". ,-~The country was
und·e rgoing an important social transformation,
and a
new
constitution had just been drafted, a copy of which the Prime
Minister had brought for the Secretary-General's information.
A
French translation, as well as the original Catalan version, was
included.
The Secretary-General thanked the Prime Minister,
and
expressed confidence that he would soon welcome Andorra as a new
member of the United Nations.
He hoped that Andorra, once
admitted, would be represented on a permanent basis at the
Organization.
The Prime Minister presented to the Secretary-General a gift
from the principality of Andorra, a reproduction set of ancient
coins.

~HA ~
Freda Mackay
31 July 1993
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RESOLUTION 848 (1993)
Adopted by the Security Council at its 3251st meeting,
on 8 July 1993

The Security Council,
Having examined the application of the
admission to the United Nations (S/26039),
Recommends to the General Assembly that the Principality of Andorra be
admitted to membership in the United Nations.

93-3918 3 (E)

