


25 April 1945

Mr. Philip Ryan
American Red Cross
National Headquarters
Washington 135, D. C.

Dear Phil:

- This is in reply to your memorandum of 21 April about the
provision of certain supplies by the American Red Cross
to the Yugoslav Red Cross, and will confirm our telephone
conversation of this morninge.

I have discussed this matter with Mr. Hendrickson, of our
Bureau of Supply, and we see no objection to the provision
of the supplemental supplies enumerated in your memorandum
for the Yugoslav Red Cross, assuming that provision for

shipment can be arranged under the plan which you indicate,
As I told you, lr. Hendrickson pointed out that to date

it has not proved possible to move supplies inland to
Belgrade from the Dalmatian Coast and that the Military

has only been able to move supplies to the interior of
Yugoslavia to a maximum distance of some 150 miles,

Sincerely yours,

Hugh Re Jackson
Deputy Director General




Memorandum to Mr. Hugh Jackson : April 21, 1945

In accordance with our telephone conversation, I am summarizing the
request which has just come to us from the Yugoslav Red Cross through James B,
Foley, the Deputy Director of Civilian War Relief for the Red Cross in the
Mediterranean area, who has Just returned from Belgrad to Naples,

Foley states that UNRRA is planning to meet the basic needs and
that the request which he is Submitting represents supplementary needs of the
Yugoslav Red Cross. The list submitted includes the following items: 5,000
layettes, 2 ambulances; 5,000 sheets; 5,000 blankets; clothing, shoes and
vitamin tablets for 350,000 children; 1,000 medical kits (these are standard
kits developed by the American Junior Red Cross for use in children's insti-
tutions); 4,000 surgical gowns; 1), hair clippers; 20,000 tooth brushes;
100,000 tubes of toothpaste,

Mre Foley states that he has visited all of the civilian hospitals
and clinics in the Belgrad area, and also the reception and holding centres
for refugee children. From his survey of the needs, he believes this request
is moderate, and recommends favorable consideration,

We are in a position to furnish immediately most of the items re-
quested, with the possible exception of the shoes, and we are favorably inclined
toward meeting this request from owr sister society, since it represents sup-
plementary needs of the Yugoslav Red Cross, over and above the basie require~
ments of the country, which we assume are to be met by the Yugoslav Government
and UNRRA, Tt is assumed that the Yugoslav Red Cross could make provision
with its government for the allocation of the space necessary for the shipment
of such supplies as we may be able to furnish.

It is my understanding that before giving us any comments on this
proposal, you wish to discuss it with Jour representatives who have just
returned from Yugoslavia. I shall look forward to a call from you on
Tuesday next,




UNRRA n4
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

T0: D. Weintraub DATE 30th May 1945

FRON: A, Cairns
SUBJECT: Red Cross Parcels in Switzerland

Following our conversation last night I got in touch with Miss
Hodell this morning, She explained that the reason for Silverman's
telephone message to you yesterday is that the Surplus Property
Disposal Board may change its regulations to-day or to-morrow and
that if it does the War Refugee Board will no longer be free to

dispose of the packages to us., Accordingly, we have prepared for
your signature the attached letter to O'Dwyer. I promised Miss
Hodell that we would deliver it to her by hand this morning.

Attachment




AMERICAN RED CR

National Headquarters
.u'ashingbon 13, D.C.
- May 1, 1945 ﬂ

Mr. Hugh R. Jackson

Deputy Director General

United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration

1344 Connecticut Avenue

Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr. Jackson:

As Phil Ryan is engrossed in last minute prepara-
tion for his departure for the Philippines, he has asked
that I acknowledge and thank you for your letter of April
25th regarding the provision of certain supplies by the
American Red Cross for the Yugoslav Red Cross.

iile note that you have discussed this matter with
Mr. Hendrickson in your Bureau of Supply and that you see
no objection to our undertaking the provision of those
supplemental supplies which we have enumerated to you for
the Yugoslav Red Cross, provided that adequate arrangements
can be made for the shipment and transportation of these
supplies in Yugoslavia. We are therefore proceeding on the
requisition of the supplies requested by the Yugoslav Red
Cross and will be glad to advise you further when these
supplies go forward as to the arrangements that have been
made for their transportation and distribution.

Sincerely yours,

sl

‘E(' ‘u“ !(_!( (-{.‘l‘ e 5’"' _:;_. Rt MOI‘E
7 Deputy Director
Civilian Relief

f‘L Neleas Insular and Foreign Operations
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UNITED NATIONS
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

1344 Connecticut Avenue
Washington 25, D. C.

25 April 1945

lr. Philip Ryan
American Red Cross
National Headguarters
Washington 13, D, C.

Dear Fhil:

This is in reply to your memorandum of 21 April about the
provision of certain supplies by the American Red Cross
to the Yugoslav Red Cross, and will confirm our telephone
conversation of this morning.

I have discussed this matter with Mr, Hendrickson, of our
Bureau of Supply, and we see no objection to the provision
of the supplemental supplies enumerated in your memorandum
for the Yugoslav Hed Cross, assuming that provision for
shipment can be arranged under the plans which you indicate,
As I told you, Mr. Hendrickson pointed out that to date

it has not proved possible to move supplies inland to
Belgrade from the Dalmatian Coast and that the Military

has only been able to move supplies to the interior of
Yugoslavia to a maximum distance of some 150 miles.

Sincerely yours,

Hugh R. Jackson
Deputy Director General
HRJ :1d

CC: Hendrickson
Van Hyning




Memorandumto Mr, Hugh Jackson April 21, 1945

In accordance with our telephone conversation, I am summarizing the
request which has just come to us from the Yugoslav Red Cross through James B.
Foley, the Deputy Director of Civilian War Relief for the Red Cross in the
Mediterranean area, who has just returned from Belgrad to Naples.

Mr. Foley states that UNERA is planning to meet the basic needs and
that the request which he is submitiing represents supplementary needs of the
Yugoslav Red Cross. The list submitted includes the following items: 5,000
layettes; 2 ambulances; 5,000 sheets; 5,000 blankets; clothing, shoes and
vitamin tablets for 350,000 children; 1,000 medical kits (these are standard
kits developed by the American Junior Red Cross for use in children's insti-
tutions); 4,000 surgical gowns; 144 hair clippers; 20,000 tooth brushes;
100,000 tubes of toothpaste,

lr, Foley states that he has visited all of the civilian hospitals
and c¢linics in the Belgrad area, and also the reception and holding centres
for refugee children., From his survey of the needs, he believes this request
is moderate, and recommends favorable consideration,

e are in a position to furnish immediately most of the items re-
guested, with the possible exception of the shoes, and we are favorably inclined
toward meeting this request from our sister society, since it represents sup-
plementary needs of the Yugoslav Red Cross, over and above the basic require-
ments of the country, which we assume are to be met by the Wugoslav Government
and UNRRA. It is assumed that the Yugoslav Red Cross could make provision
with its govermment for the allocation of the space necessary ior the shipment
of such supplies as we may be able to furnish.

It is my understanding that before giving us any comments on this
proposal, you wish to discuss it with your representatives who have just

returned from Yugoslavia. I shall look forward to a call from you on
Tuesday nexb,

/s/ Philip E. Ryan
Philip E. Ryan

(UNRRA mail control number — 24115)




23 Octobar 1944

UNITID NuTIONS JLILF ND o K. BULIT,.TION . DMINTIST.C TLON

TOs Burc¢au, Division, and Officc Chicfs

Fld s Fo Ve Kusy, Deputy Dircetor General in Charge
of the Scerctariat

ilclationships Betwe.n thc smcriecn iled Cross and
the ;nericen Lclicf icninistration, 1919 - 1923
This digest of the history of the relationships betwean

‘merican iled Crass and the inorican illicf Ldninistra—

ticn, 1919 = 1923, ray have pertincnee to the relatisnships

between the anarican Ned Cross and Uliil. today. It is
bascd on the docunents in the files of the ancrican

Cross in lashin t-n, =n euerienn Food in the wWorld

and iceonstruetion Pericd by Frank il Surface and .a;

Le Blond, Stanford University ircesy 1931, and on po;

in the inericen wwlief Lordnistration Bulletin, Copd

f the iied Cross nanuseripts and roferonecs to the printod
riatcrials arc 2ll availablo in the historian's sificc,

should anyone be interested in thoo.




I.

RILLATIONS BETWLLN THE oILICAN 16D CilOSS »hD THE
eilln TGN KELIEF &0 INISTIL.TION, 1919 — 1923

GLNLi¢.L POLICY

The relationships between the «mcerican sed Cross and the imerican
helief sdministration were cordial, cooperative, and complamcntary
from thc beginning of the official Relief .dministration, The ited
Cross, rcalizing that it was unprepared to undertake the feeding

of the starving multitudes of northern and eastern ILurope, welcomed
Herbert Hoover's plans to do this work as & governmental operations

The imeriean Ielief Administration was establishcd by Ixceutive Order
on 24 February 1919 with a Congressiomal appropriation of $100,000,000.
Hoover beeame the Director-General, and the Food idministraticn Grain
Corporation became its cormcreial and fiseal agent. It orgenized a
relief program amounting to more than $363,000,000 during the Lrmistice
period and went into liquidation at the expiration of its funds on

30 June 1919, Therc was no c¢essation, however, in the relicof nceds
of Turopes , To provide focd for the destitute children, Heover set wup
at once a privatc charitable organization whieh rctaincd the nanc,
equipnent, and much of the personnel of the imcricen Helief Ldmini-
stration and continued in operation throughout the lieconstruction
period. This organization was known as the ameriean Helief Admini-
stration Luropean Children's Fund and was incorporated under the

laws of New York statcs It, in twrn, sct up the amcrican ielier
Administration Warchouses in 1920 and the imerican ihelicf ;dministro~
tion hussian Unit in 1921, These 2y cneies were considered branchces
of the smerdcan ielicf #dministration Furopcan Children's Fund,
although their financial arrangenents were accounted for individually.
&ll threc were usually referrcd to simply as "aalwad", both by the
administration in its bulletins and gorrcspondence and by individuals
and organizations dealing with than, such as the imerican lted Crosse

hs the liclief administration passed from an official to an unofficial
organization, no changcg are evident in its working relationships
with the ancrican iled Cross. The first dircetive of the lied Cposs
to its field workers on '8 »pril 1919 cstablishcd principles of co-
operation between the two ageneics which subordinated conccrns for
rank and organizational pride to the nedd for efficiency and harmony
and which continued to the end of the liclief Ldministration in

July 1923, Flanning was coordinated by the top authorities of the
two agencies, .The Ited Cross alluwed its ficld perscnnel to operate
under the dircetion of the lwlief idministration to the satisfaction
of all concerneds &8 kobert Olds, Furopean Cormissicncr of the ited
Cross, wrote to Livingston Farrand, Chaimin of the Central Cormittee
in washington, on 30 April 1921, "The attitude of the sl people
is apparently all that we could possibly desire," OSome minor frie~
tions arose, of eoursc. . There were difficultics over aecrunting and
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hurt feelings cbout oversights in publicity. The 4merlern Relief
«dministr-tion food drzfts nnd the Russinn rovolving fund crusod
poriods of misunderstrnding, but these wore ~11 incidont-l to <
gro~t mutu-l dosiro ~mong tho pursonncl of both org-niz-tions to
work toguthor offcetivcly in tho common c-usd.

The work of tho Rud Cross in Buropo -ftur thu founding of tho smorictn
Roliof 4administrotion w-s l-rg.ly comploment-Ty to 1t, boing confincd
to spoci~l mudicrl sorvicos in supplumont to thu gro~t focding pro-
grams of th. Rolicf Ldministration or to gensr-l roliuf survices in
gpucific rrens whore tho Roliof «dministr-tion w-s not opur-ting on

an oxtcnsive socle. During the wrmistico puriod, howuver, tho £od
Cross &lso contributud lergs -mounts of olothing ~s woll ~s mgdical
supplics to tho rslicf of northern -nd g storn Buropo,

The tot-l funds oxponded by tho Rold Cross towsrd thu work
of tho Roliof wdministrrtion wns $7,258,553.10 ($1,741,740
dnring tho 4rmisticc poriod -~ $5,516,813.10 during tho
Roconstruction poricd). Tho gro-ter p'ri of thoss funds
w-e uscd for tho childron's rolicf progr-a of tho Rullcf
wdministr-tion rni for mcdic~l supplics -nd s.rvicus, In
gunor~l, Rod Croes officcrs wure ~v~ilatlo in arcrs whoro
Rod Cross goods werc distributed, but this waoe not nlwoys
tho o080, 0.g. Russic, rni somstimcs tho situction wrs
rovorsod, ns in Montcnugro, whers the Relizf ..dministrotion
turncd owr its gools to thu Rod Cross for distribution,

Tho grootor part of thuse funls ropr.scnts goois purchmscd
by tho Roa COross ~nd Zon-tcl to the Rolicf Ldministration,
Th.rc wors nlso ocexsion~1 outright gifts of monoy, whoro
the partioipntion of the Ruol Cross in distribution wns
purgly ineliont-l to the Jon~tion, <5 In tho c-su of funls
given to tho foliof «iministr-tion for rolicf of frmine in
isrmonin ~nd for sssist-nos to ths future *Nepson® rufugucs
in Const-ntinoplc.

Shipping
Tho Roliuvf ..2ministrction wos in chorgs of ocurn ship.ing for

cll goois lon~tul oy th. Rol Cross, Thu tot 1 costs of shipping
wero, howuver, 2iviici in tho following woyss




wihhe

lled Cross paid freight charges to the New York office
of the liclief wdministration,

The IHelief 4 ministrotion or the iied CI‘ 58 _'3,],_!
frcight and Zuropean charges for oods shippe
United Statese The iclicf «dnministration

of $369,404495 for the shipment of ke

the imistice poriod.

The led Cposs paic for the shipment of | Jalay
turcpe whan it was necessary to transfer them to ansther
yoint,

welicf sdministration shijing foeilitics were available
throughout for the transportation of lwd Cross goods,
whether the delief Ldministration was financiclly ro—
sponsible or not.

of Functions
Ilethods

The nain nothods for the four steps involved in the
transactions ~ finoneing, procuraent, shipiing, dis-
tributing - fcll inte .ne of the £211l.wing ratt;rns.
There was groat flexibility, although the first order
scens to have boen the nost curmon, L,.rt.lculb.rlf in
the cehildren's relicf progrenm in Contral Burcpe

as The iued Cross financed, procurcd, and assisted
the .eclicf wdministration in distributicn. The
Helder sdministration peic at least part of the
froighting expensc, s nctines alls

The Tted Cress finanecd, paid part freight and
”lSBrlDut;m, whilc the ilclief sdninistration
procured and paid part froi hte, This was the

nebhod used in Czechoslovakia and Greeccs

The wed Cross financcd, whilc the clief .doin-
istration distributcd, and both shoared the task
of pr o curcient and the froighving chargese.

This wos the systar used for ltussizn relicf,

iequisitions on uclicf «#dministrotion £ ood
sup;lics frow wed Cross £filld roprcsentatives
were sent to the Yaris head qusrtg 3 of The
Cross, which notificd the London headquartor
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of the ilclicf ..dministraticns iclicf .dininie.
stration ficld ripresentatives were thon dirceted
t2 turn over the supplices to ied Cross ficld
workers, and the Led Cross in Faeris was billed
nonthly.

Childrents ilelief irooran

The nost intcgrated achicvaicnt in the ficld came in
the children's rilicf progran, This was privarily a
fecding progran undcrteken by the waieriean .lief
adninistration in the wrrdistice pariod and c ntinued
int the ieconstruction perio’ as late as Junc 1922,
It was supplonented by nedical and sanitoticn scrvie
sup;licd by the swd Cross and earriced sut chiefly in
Central “urope an’ notably in ¥sland,

III. SELCLLL SITU.TIONS
i Food Drafts

The Heldef Ldrdnistration Fod Draft plan wos launched in
January 1920 and was emtinued throu, h the last of Lpril in
1921, By this syster, pcople in the Unitid States purchased
drafts good £or £ood packa es which wore dclivered |

dclic? wdnministration in Tur pe frop its warchouscs

the poiple to vhon the drafts wore wmdorseds This

should ncver heve eoncerncd the sl Cross, hal it n

a mis;uided public sent to the .ed Cross requosts fo

drafts unsup; orted by the nceessary fundse. Neither

Cross nor the wclicf wdiviniatration ha funds with waich o
£i1l1 such appwalse The .wed Cross fimally <isposcc of this
unwicldy problen by forwardin, 21l such rcquests t: its raris
sffice far investijation and rolicf on an individual bosise

The Lurospcean itclicf Council

The Turopean «cliv? Council vwas a group of charitable rolicf
srpanizations which banded together in the manncy of the Coie
runity Chest for the purposc of reising one lapge fund Tor

luropean aite The drive was launched on 19 Decarber 1920 and
continued until 1 ipril 1921. Herc, the wedd Cross broke with

its usual preecdent of conducting independent funderaisin

campaigns to ally itsclf with the lclicf ocdnministrotion, the

rittee, the YeileCousy the Y.2LCele, the Federal Council of
Churches, the Knights of Columbus and the National Cathclie
Welfare Council,




ooy

It was recognized at the time of the organization of the Coune—
cil that thc coopiration of Hoover and Faprand of the ited Cross
was the koystonce of the crive's successe The iiccd Cross contri-
buted gcenerously to the funde raisw! by the drve, donating
$5,000,000 altogethor, allwin. its local chapters to eontributce
their surplus funds, carmarking for the drive 211 gifts reccived
for-Furcpean rolief between 1 Deecsbor 1920 and 28 February 1941,
and contri buting %100,000 townrd the liquidation of the 4rivie
The only stcp which the :ed Cross wos not willing to teke wes €9
use the Junior ied Cross News for fund-raising propaganda, sines
the News was not uscd for such purposcs cven for lied Cross drives
anc was an educaticnal publicati n for classr..ms throu hout

the countrye. The ied Cross wos als: carcful to keep its Jomestic
¢rive scparatc fron the campaisn for the Councils

The drive was conductcd by state cm ittocs, cneisting of a
representative from cach of the organizati ns r.Xking up the
Ccuncil. .t its eonclusi n $28,750,000 hac boen jathered. The
funds donated by the kel Cross were rcturned to it for .istri-
bution ancd an acdditi nol §5,000,000 was turncd over to the ided
Cross, part of this lattcr to be uscd for medieal rcliof in
c.operetion with the Jouwish Joint Distributi n Caouwittcie =
similar policy was £oll.wed by the Llicf sininistraticn, which
distributed its own contributin and 512,600,000 uf the drive
dopnations, part of the lottor in co perction with tho Frionds
Scrvice Couudttcee,

The Yroran for imssian .clicf, 1921 — 1923

The anerican Friwds hod 2l ady been opereting in swssia at
the tinme that the .cdief wiministration went in, but thcy had
been to0ld that no sther roelicf groups would be allowed o cnber,
In July 1921, h:wever, s2xi: Gorky, rcalizin: thot Lwssia ¢ mld
net hope to deal alone with the catastrophes of the faiine
periody, sent his farous appesl for help to Hoover an. tho
welief adninistratione Hoower redied thot he would be glad o
+ive aid but only with thc backing of the Sovict Governnent,

On 20 i ust 1921 the idza igrcenent wos signoe, and on

1 Se¢pterber the first distributions began, & scquence which
rnust have established s s:¢ kind of rocord for tinw-saring in
this type of operation,

On 24 .ugust the mianbers of the “urozean wclicf Council were
called tojethar in Washington and, in acerrdonce with rresident
Harding's recommicncation o Hoover o feow days carliur, agrecd
t3 work togcther throurh the walicf adninistration in .aussia,
under the tems of the .dge Lgreaacnt, to raisc funds indivi-
dually, to ap.oint rcpresentatives to ticseow herdquarters if
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thoy deoecldod to sund pursonncl, ~nd to submit to the scuthority
of thc¢ Rolief Administr-otlon in mottcrs of porseonnsl ond ncgoti—
ations with the Sovict muthority. Thce Rod Cross roprosontative
ot this mcoting roportod th-t tho consconsus of -11 prosont was
th~t thc amcriern contribution to Russi~n rulicf should bo mnde
by -~ unitcd front, both for thu s~ke of cfficicney —nd for mrk-
ing n good imprussion in Rusein; for this ro-~son, thoy wulcomed
tha Roliof 4Administration -5 the coordinating zguncye.

Tho Rod Cross rnd tho Ruliuf administr-tion nrrived by trirl
-nd orror muthod st cn ~grocmont for thy fin~necing rnd furnishe-
ing of modiesl ~nd hospit~l supplics for the rulicf of Russice
The following ~rr-ngoments woru fin-lly sot ups

1« Tho Rod Crots getoblished -. rovolving fund of $200,000
with thc Roliof Ldministr-tion for the purch-s. of mudi-
¢rl -nd hospit-1l supplius, & the fund w.s doplotod,
it wes roplunishad by the Rod Cross upon prascnt tion
of ~coount by the Ruliuf idministr-tion, This ~eccount-
ing wts bi-morithly.

The Recd Cross wee rosponsiblc for - 11 purchtso of druge
~nd mcdioinge; tho Ruliuf wdministr-tion w & rosponsible
for purch~s¢ of -11 oth.r hospit-1 supplice, such 8

ol nkcts, toxtilcs, clothing, otce

No Rod Cross pcrsonncl opor~tcd in Russic,
No Bruopu-n supplics wore contributcd by thu Rod Cross,

Thu Rod Cross fin-nesd snd tr-nsportud its supplioe to
the Rollief Administr-tion in Nuw York; the Relicf ..dmin-
istr~tion tronsportod goods to Russi~ rnd billed the

Rod Cross; tho Rulief .dministrition wis rusponsivlc for
nll costs incurrod onoo thc zoods h~d runchud Russir.

Thc Rod Cross contributod gonurously to Russin rolicf -nd w.nt
over ite top of $3,000,000, but it bbld rigidly to. its dociglon
concorning the typo of supplics which weroc to oo purchiscd from
thess funds, 411 purchmsus m~dc out of the rovolving fund hod

to te rpproved by thoe Red Cross, whothor thoy wore trons-ctions
of thu Ruliuf «dministr-tion or th. Rod Cross,
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1l December 1944

@%ZJ,’/
lire. Roy Hendrickson

Acting Director General

(
William S. B. Lacy g

Subject: Meeting with lir. Philip Ryan of the American
Red Cross

lMr. Pnilip Ryan, Director of Civilian Relief, Insular and
Foreign Operations, Amerlican Red Cross, called at my office
today at 2:45 p.m.; at his request I asked Ir., John Gregg
to be present,

Mr, Ryan wlshed to nofify us officially of the maturity of
their plans to send urgently needed medical supplies to
liberated Poland. Mrs, Ryan had previously informed us of
the genesis of this undertaking. (See copy of lMr, Jackson's
memorandum to Governor Lehman, 11 September, attached.)

lir. Ryan sald that their present plans contemplated an

approach to the operation in two parts = (a) The transportation
by Russian military authorities of about 90,000 value of
medlical supplies to Lublin. These supplies are to be

replaced by the American Red Cross at some later date.

(b) The shipment, probably to Murmansk, of somewhat larger
budget of medical supplies as well as a small consignment

of clothing. The Russian authorities will undertake to

unload, warehouse and transport these supplies to Lublin

or such other point as the Lublin Committee may specify.

Questions from Mr. Gregg and me elicited the following
information from lir. Ryan:

(a) The American Red Cross has in mind the shipment by way
of Murmensk of something in the magnitude of 60 or 65 tons.

(b) ARC 1s sending only two of their own officials to Poland
at the present time and their group wlll probably at no time
excede 5 or 6. Dr, Bauer, Rockefeller Foundation, 1s scheduled
to leave the U.S. for Poland by the end of this monthe He has
not yet secured hls visas and his route is undecided.

(c) ARC is apparently taking a comparatively easy line on
the matter of supervision of distribution. They have asked
for and received assurances from the Polish Committee that
the latter will afford them full opportunity to examine into
the distribution of ARC supplies; Mr, Ryan thought that such

supervision would probably take place in most cases after the
fact.




At our request lMr. Ryan agreed to inform us when theilr
supplies begin to come into Poland and also to supply us
as soon as possible with the complete list of what the
Russlan authorities are sending to Poland on the replacement
basis and what ARC proposes to send from the U.S,.

Mr., Gregg indicated to Nr. Ryan that we were aware of the
precedent-making aspect of the ARC operation, particularly
in respect of the supervision of distribution. Nr. Ryan
indicated that they had been unable to secure any greater
degree of supervision than they had although their efforts
had extended over some three years,

I expressed to lir. Ryan our appreciation of his keeping us
informed and he assured me that he would continue to do soe.

Feller
Menshikov
Gregg




11 September 1944

URGERT AND CONFIDENTIAL

To: Governor Herbert H. Lehman
Director General

From: Hugh R. Jackson

Mr. Philip Ryan of the Red Cross called this morning to
seek our views on the following gquestion: the Red Cross has received
a message through Ambassador Harrison stating that the Polish Red Cross
requests the American Red Cross to send urgently needed medical supplies
for the sick and wounded in the liberated territory of Poland. The
request was put to Harrison by a representative of the Polish National
Committee for Liberationm, presumably on behalf of the presant representa-
tive of the Polish Red Cross in the Iublin area. Harrison has recommended
that the American Red Cross comply. The telegram was, of course, forwarded
to the Red Cross through the State Department and there is no indieation
that the Department has expressed any view to the Red Cross contrary to
that taken by the Ambagsador. If the Red Cross accedes to the recuest
they would probably request the Soviet Red Cross to release some of the
medical supplies sent to them by the American Red Cross on a promise of
subsequent replacement. They would further state that they would send a
small mission subseguently to observe the use and distribution of these
medieal supplies. Mr. Ryan states that this would probably be done by
sending the American Ref Cross representative now in Moscow.

¥r. Ryan inquired as to the present status of our negotiations
with the Russians concerning Eastern Europe =nd wished our view as to
whether an acceptance by the Red Cross of this request would prejudice
pending arrangements. I told him frankly of the present status of our
discussions with the U.S.S.R. and that we hoped to clarify the matter some-
what and complete the decisions at Moscow. He erxpressed the tentative
opinion that since it was fixed that we are going to Moscow 'for discussions
any action by the Red Cross at this time would not prejudice such arrange-
ments. I told him that Iwould discuss the matter with the Director Gene ral
and let him have our views this afternoon or tomorrow.

cc. Salter
Corson
Feller




CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. George S. Mooney
Executive Secretary
ERO = UNRRA

LONDON

Hear Mr, Mooney:

I am enclosing a memorandum of conversation

with Mr. Philip Ryan of the American Red Cross,
I think Governor Lehman, as well as Messrs,
Jackson, Caustin and Corson, would be interested,

Sincerely yours,
FOR THE DIRECTOR GENERAL

William 8. B. Lacy
Acting Deputy Director General
Regional Liaison

Enclosure

WEBL:14d
1l Dec 44
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