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1 March 2003

Dear Senator Hartke,

Thank you for your kind letter and expression of support.
Your encouraging words are most appreciated at this difficult and
challenging time.

I am well aware of your distinguished role in the Senate and
your deep commitment to peace and multilateralism. I also have
admired the fine work of the Executive Service Corps. Thank you for
your leadership, vision and outstanding public service.

I will keep your kind offer of assistance in mind and send all
good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

The Honourable Vance Hartke
United States Senator, Ret.
Falls Church
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Senate

HONORING FORMER SENATOR R. VANCE HARTKE
Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I am pleased

to submit for the Record a statement in honor of one
of our former colleagues, Senator R. Vance Hartke
(D-Indiana), who served in this body from 1959 to
1976. The statement is written by a good friend of
mine, former Congressman Bob Mrazek, who
worked for Senator Hartke from 1969 to 1971.
Congressman Mrazek was thoughtful enough to
submit this in honor of the Senator's 80th birthday,
which takes place later this month. We wish him the
best.

I ask that the statement be printed in the Record.
The statement follows.
Tribute to Former Senator R. Vance Hartke

(By Hon. Bob Mrazek)
It was my privilege to serve on the staff of

former U.S. Senator R. Vance Hartke (D-Indiana),
from 1969 to 1971. These were tumultuous times
for the United States in the bitter aftermath of the
assassinations of Senator Robert F. Kennedy and
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As the Vietnam War
continued to cause deep divisions in the nation's
social and political fabric, I was proud to witness
Senator Hartke's courageous opposition to that
war, which he began at great personal cost in 1965.

Throughout his 18 years of service as a U.S.
Senator, Vance Hartke demonstrated absolute fear-
lessness and political courage in taking principled
stands on the most important issues facing the
nation, often at the risk of prematurely ending his
career. His Drojdisi©.us!le l̂a(3^e^GhieveTRirits un-
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contributions to creating the Head Start program
and Medicare to the Guaranteed Student Loan Pro-
gram and the International Executive Service Corps,
Senator Hartke was a leader who made America and
the world a better, more humane place. I am
honored to call this legendary legislator my friend.
In what I believe is a long overdue tribute, I would
like to present the highlights of a career that contin-
ues to have a positive impact on our country and the
entire world.

Senator Hartke is credited by the definitive
book on the Great Society, Guns or Butter, with
being one of six Senators who passed Medicare, the
crown jewel of the Great Society. He is often called
the "Father of Medicare." The Jeffersonville Evening

News wrote that he was, "instrumental in gaining
passage of more legislation to benefit the elderly
than any other senator."

Vance Hartke created his own Peace Corps, the
International Executive Service Corps still going
strong after 30 years, with activities all over the
world. The U.S. "business peace corps" has been
emulated in 23 developed countries in the world,
with 35,000 business leaders participating, with
each replicated version also having outreach to
every developing country in the world.

His successful passage of the Kidney Dialysis
Amendment saved 500,000 lives and continues to
save lives today, earning him the following obser-
vation by Richard Margolis: "We can measure our
greatness in compassion, too." Perhaps this quote
best represents Hartke's legacy.

During his 18 years in the U.S. Senate, Hartke
spearheaded the passage of every major educa-
tional bill, among them, the Guaranteed Student
Loan Act and the Adult Education Act, which are
still going strong today. He has a perfect voting
record as rated by the National Education Associa-
tion.

As a matter of personal conscience, he broke
with President Lyndon Johnson in 1965 to oppose
the war in Vietnam at a time when fewer than 300
Americans had been killed.

Senator Hartke was a Civil Rights champion--
even in the face of death threats to his family in
Indiana from the Ku Klux Klan.

Ralph Nader said of Hartke, "He was the most
consistently effective advocate of the consumer in
the Senate."

Ed Lewis, the well-known Indiana lawyer who
died in 1996, called him "a visionary, an environ-
mentalist before people knew how to spell the
word." The national environmental community hon-
ored him with a "Special Tribute" at the 1997
Clinton-Gore Environmental Inaugural Ball.

Senator Hartke was a candidate for President of
the United States in 1972.

hi summation, this prodigious record of achieve-
ment represents not only a tremendous contribution
to the people he represented for 18 years in Indiana,
but to every citizen of this nation who has benefitted
from the legacy he created for us.
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