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HISTORICAL RECORDS 

HR XI, INTERVI REPORT§ 

ote: This folder contains re orts of forty-seven interviews 

granted to the Historical Records Officer, Balkan ission, 

between ovember 1944 am July 1945, by officials of UNRRA 

and organizations such as the British bassy, the Inter­

governmental Comni tte on Refugees, am the International Red 

Cross, whose mrk has been connected with that of the UNRRA 

Balkan ssion. The Historical Records Officer interviewed 

some other UNRRA staff members, and used the information 

received 1 her report on the origin of ~he Balkan ·ssion, 

but the intervie s themselves did not produce enrugh new 

information to warmnt the writing of a separate report. 

Some of the i terviews in this folder are not fully reported, 

as the officials concerned gave some background information, 

off the record, on condition that it should not be written down. 
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eport of nterview with • iss .. argaret rns tein, 
20 Apr 45 

~ 
~~~r~1~e~c+t~o~1......,.orlf Nursing 

iss rnstein thinks the British military ad inistration has done 

V ry 'IJ ell . he dealt ith vol . Jacsic, 1ito's liaison officer here . 

iss rnstein joined OF 0 in 1,ashington on 15 uept 43, to go to 

taly , but this trip was cancelled as a result of the zores greement . 

'he tnen spent 4 months with CFFRO in ,ashington . 

s of 1 Jan 44 all fashington UFFR0 staff transferred to UNRR. or 

~, and iss rnstein came to Cairo with illJ"JtRA on 24 Feb 44 . 'he ar-

rived 1ith Col . ri&ht, Chief anitary ngineer for the Balkan ission , 

and ol. rown, Chief edical ufficer and Director of Health for the 

alk n ission, c Met o reeks later . 
c:,c oses · ells 

i s rnstein and a group visited 1 hatt/m.uring the first ,ieek 

in arch . ~hey found no RR nursing or med~cal consultant for the 

er.tire·camp sy tern , but different British medical officers int e indi­

vidual camps . British rrny nurses were loaned for three weeks periods , 

butte ritish rmy threatened to withdra'l them. he wired at once for 

six nurses ... ro ·ashin1:;; ton iss erze from orth frica, tle hief 

... urse of t e u os lavi is ion . 

1 e first, eek in - pril Lr . Brown went to useirat with her 

Dr . odd of N •• F . · w s at ...,.1 hatt with .. iss •uth (?) Faust . 

were at Nuseirat , and rs . 

ene)ppe allergis rr s matron at .. oses YeJls . rhese three were loaned 

from . . . ' nd Dr . Yoder , a J ennonite , was at ..... 1 hatt from January on . 

1 us there w s no single authority responsible for hea l th functi ons in 

the • cc1mps . 

vntil the end of ovember 1944 they were acutely short of nurses . 

t 1 hatt , during the measles epidemic in the summer , iss onnolly 

1oused 265 cases in the FI building, and put one grqduate nurse on each 

shift . 'o assist heri she taught squads of xa illiterate refugee women to 

perfo one function e ch-- one squ~d too'- tem~eratures , another gave li ­

quids, etc • 

. iss rns tein also had as 

'Bolnicarki" , or ... ·urses ides . 

rt of her duties the trainin of the 

'he requirements for tris course were 

6 ye rs of school, and applicants h d to be bet 7een the a es of 
16 45 . 



........ 

• 

iss ... rns tein I s in terriew--c ont I d. 

t first when the need was great, training lasted only one month, but tbe 

course was loter extenc4ed to three. .. similar system was installed for 

Jreek girls , under a law pasaed b· the reek JOVernment • 

.nfter 1 ,far 44 :Miss rnstein was de facto first in command 

nursing services. Under a gentlemen ' s agreement, she saw a 1 applicants . 

ea.1th teafus consisting of one nurse, one driver, etc., sent out by 

the .Jritish don't work in practice , and mus".: be split up. 

ihere must oe a nursing supervisor in camp, and not one for ewery 

200 or 300 !§::uqrx nurses in widely separated areas . 

Except for 12 nurses who rare deflected to Philippeville, liaison 

ui tn .. a.shington has been good. iss Johnson was needed in ugust, and 

visited in December . Functional people from va.shington are needed at 

frequent intervals • 



REPORT OF ELIZABETH BROllN, DISPLACED PERSONS 
CH, 1945. 

Up to November 1943, lilERRJ. pa.id rent of uk el Garb Greeks ( in 

hotels and houses) in 6-nionth blocks. The British Army still gives 

them rations, which they sell to hotel keepers and natives. The Greek 

inistry of Social elfare tries to get them clothes, fuel, etc. Miss 

Brown believes UNRRA did not take over the Souk el Garb area because 

it was in Lebanon which is not one of the United Nations. 

The Polish Deleg&tura (Dele tion) was established by the Polish 

Govermnent in Exile, 1n London, and was sent out by the Polish Ministry 

of Social elfare. The Palestine Delegatw,a has about 670 Polee on 

its list. The British Government loans the Polish Government money 

which it passes out to refugees (twelve pounds for one person, 23 pounds 
. 

for two, eto.). It also arranges billets, schools, etc. The British 

Liaison Unit (BLU) n:akes arrangements between the British and Polish 

military. 

The British had expected 60,000, but 120,000 Poles came from Russia 

1n 1942. There is no record of how many of this group were sent on 

by the British military to Palestine and India. 

The Polish military takes care of 4,500 Poles 1n Palestine, including 

real troops and boys and girls in military schools • 

• 
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.eport of lnterview with --r •.• E. Brownbridge of UNRP.A Welfare .uivision 
7 ~a.r 45 

... ·rom June 43 to Jan 44 . r • .8rownbridge was in 1 orth 
workirg on two m· j or . roj ects: 

frica, mainly in runis, 

l.J ~lanning program for repatriation of 1500 ripolitania.ns. Respon­
sioility for this was turned ove:t: to the British a.nd rench Uovernments to 

complete repatriation. 

2.) ..arom beginning of Jeptember 43 till January 44 in conjunction with 
the -irector of the ·1elfure ...Jiv1sion, he worked on a plan for coordin-

ation of distribution of clothes and shoes in 1'unisia. 0:E'FR0 in orth 
frica as a part of the 1orth African •«onomic .Board (its ,elfare Div-

is1 ,n) . cted as advisors and consultants on welfnre . 

•rom Januory to arch he was in Algiers. On 1 .. arch 44 he started with 
UJ:.R..A . came to Cairo early in .. arch .14 and toured camps to draw up re­
ports for ,ashington . lhen he was temporarily cting .uirector of the 
Welfare Livision, to hol together the beginnine of UiillR 's relationships 
with the military . 

Consolid3ting UNRlU'\ 1
S relations with L: acted as abserver and listener in 

sessions held by .... L officials at aaai and offered suggestions when asked. 
Ambiguous position -- Ul:, .. 1..11.'s status was not clea,r. oncerned mainly dth 

organiza~ion and definition of functions of rel~ef teams. lfh1s went on 
during late ii.pri 1, ...... ay , and e·~ rly June.) 

... r • .Jrownbridge was gener2.l as,·istant to 1 r. Greenstein. n ugust 44 he 
wa.s made responsiole for liaison with tbe voluntary societies • .:>ince 1 ov­
ember 44 he has been doing general assistant's work-- ·eneral relations · 
1 .ith merican voluntary societies,?and seconded personnel . ( .r . inney 
did t~e .bri t ish voluntary societies work while .. r • .Brovmbria£P was in the 
hospital during the summ r.) He helped to draw up the report on tr.e func­
tions of the repatriation section of the uisplaced Lersons ~ivision • 

. s observer on welfare matt 0 rs with l L r. Hrovmbridge talked about or-
,... nization of relief teams. lCol. ,!jur e, in L, drew up names and functione 
of relief tea.ms a long med icaa. lines, · s he was a doctor . r • ..drown bridge 
ot tr.e'l'i changed.) 1 he military were drawing up plans of relief teams on the 
theory thrit they would oe o erating in the a.lkans directly under ~L, and 

com o:2ed only of ~'jritish voluntary society people. Reason for this wa.s that 
at that tlilme U R.'f1.i did not exist. 1he military began pla,nning u ~ of vol­
untary society teoms in ugust 1943, or about tl en. 1 had been at .. aadi 

aoout a year before U!lli started. 

la.ns for calling voluntary society personnel from L ndon started in ear­
nest in oept 1c43 . lhe original idea. wa.s th t voluntary society teams 
woula oper te refugee camps, mobile hospitals, distrioution of medical 
stores, first aid or hygiene units(~obile}, and water purification . lhey 
were to come in as self-contc...ined "ln equi ped units . merica.n voluntary 

society personnel came s individuals, to be assigned to wt·tever UNR ~ 
joo t ey could fiJl • .!.he British came as te~ms . 

-he original L idea as thnt relief teams would be assigned to the L 
district relier' o ficer and medicaJ officer (CRO--Chief •-elief Officer, 
and U-- rincipal edical Officer) . Lhasa map of planned c mps and 
hospitals in Greece . lans for Jugoslavia and 1~lbania were less far ac -
vanced. Lat first was wholly British , & therefore had only British 
voluntary society teams. 11e plan was for the military period only. 

0N?.R in tre nerson of Jr . "ro,mbridge came on the scene as observer in 
the discussions. pril through early June) He was an observer only, 
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oeceuse the status of ... ,RR 's relations witr tre military was uncertain till 
epte~ber (from t e 16 Jept 44 ?) ~greement . ntil then, L continued 

its relief plans as if didn't exist . (had to) 

~fter ~eptember L--D1P~A agreement, volunt ry society personnel nd 
CO~ ( Council of ritish ~ocieties for Relief broad) changed their 
at i tude and began to do more planning with U1R. • ( '1'hey had thought they 

ould e responsi le solely to the miJitary . ) 

written st tement of conditions of service of the voluntary societies 
personnel ~i l oe re dy this reek- end . 1'here has up to no·: been no 
si ed arreement between ar.d tle volunt~ry societies regcrding di -
vision of responsibility , only ad hoc relations • . r. Brovmbridge's do­
cument of this week- end is tl e first real agree~ent . ihe voluntary so ­
cieties agreed generally and informally to e under UNR'.A's direction , 

nd with the UJ..l document sayin the elf· re Livision was responsible for 
1i,nsor. with tr.e voluntary societies . (l'his is probably dated ay or June . ) 

lhe voluntary societies agreed generally to ha7e u·RP,A as tle buffer , and 
as c annel of orders from the military . In Greece medical su~ ly units 
h~ve een o erating as such, and maybe the 1ater pruification units , and 

some others . t sk reenstein aJout this- - they operate more or less like 
the first . p:lan, about half way between the team principle and the in ­
dividual principle . ) 

rhe merican idea emphasizes participation by individual voJunt ry society 
members , on the sa e 1 vel as regular ~'"R- staff members (lieu tenants) , 
while tr.e Hritish tea.ms will \fork under· JR. staff members (priv· tesJ . 
ihere was some feeling a out this last summer . orne Jritish personnel 
fl7om the teams have left them and been seconded to u·RRA . 

he ritish have always planned to do direct , practical work in an emer­
gency in teams . lhe merican idea rc s to provide technical advice to 
gove nme ,ts , wr.o should do the actual work . ~he merican idea emphasizes 
national planning (which r . 3rombridge thir.ks st0• Jdn ' t be done for 
b moths) . lhe ~erican welfare staff will m ke plans in thens and the• 
ritish teams will do practical rork in the districts . 



~.eport of Talk given by Col. 1{ . • But ler of the ..... eal th ...,i vis ion on 
'J1'."P..P.., 's }ealth rogra,m. late .. ovember, 1944 

1: lans of ... edical .L1i vision 

etailed plans for the 3 countries h ve been established. UlIBI medical 
section will l· rgely give dvice and supervision in medical and public 
health fields . 

~ onthly reports wi 11 oe m· de to rinci pal :edical fficer of AML Balkans , 
durin the mili tarw phase , and to Health ,1.;ivision, 1.JJ:-.""RRA , during the pos .t­
m i 1 j ta ry p has e • 

.. :te basic Ul'lRR problem will always be to coordinate and advise the gov­
ernments and the milita.ry , und not to make nd carry out plans . 

,'e must let tr e Greek authorities carry out the medical practices they 
tr. ink are correct, even if vie think tbeir. wrong . e can try to persuade 

them to use our methods , but that is a~1 . 

The country missions will h veto operate largely as independent units. 
Over-all policies will be aecided by the military during the military 
period and by UNRPA Health ..uivision later. rincipal, edical fficers 
must make spot decisions , but inform UNRRA 1 ter. 

'he Eealth ....,ivision has not had a single really useful, specific report 
on nutrition and vitamin deficiency in Jreece. -or have trey had de-.. 
tailed reports on fo od supplies. L diet reports say m~at and flour 

--but it's necessary to know what "meat and flour • All divisions want 
accurate informRtion on what conditions will be , so trey ca,n estimate 
their problems . 

There won't be enough lJFR...tlA doctors and nurses to do much case work in 
person, except in case of emergency. 
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Gree·· Government arc to repry th co t of t; .e tents 

nd fro. t is ti.1e t e t nts were t pro erty of 

tte Greek Govern.et • • he cas 

by the ....,ri ti::i' and 1ill e r 

tr: e rre eks . 

v;as actu lly put up 

aid i:fter t VP r by · 

~he Gr ek Ref igee ervice , of course, st rted 

to ucn.l not only vi t t •. e Greek refu ees in ypt 

but also t.ose in lestine, Cy~rus , le po etc . 

Ille \r'nole of tl .. e refu ee car s crrie under the Greek 

Refugee ervice ' s ~urisdiction . 

\rs res onsi le 0r.oses .. ells c p . 

J not1.er c' te .ory of c s co es un er the juri die -

+ior o t e 9th r zy . Tho e are ouk e 1 G .. arb , .... lep ­

p o an o. ·Tri _ o 1 i • 

Tn re was a~-o a sma 1 1 b" tch of rc.·1 ·ees who 

c o u 1 · n o t c o 1 u n de r t l e tit 1 e o ~ c:.. camp • he s e 

·1ere 200 living ir: Jerusalem . This v;as entirely a 

Gree: res or.sibility . ihese eople ere looked a~ter 

oy the Greek J e a tioi1 in nkar:1 . 

not 1er ca te ory uere the ones \T o rri ved in 

yprus :1nd were the res onsibility oft e yprus Gov-

rnment. In s orie c ses :!:'.ad a oi say in the 

Camps and in some ca st. y .d nothing to s y at 

~11 ana the Greek efu ee uervice took care of every­

+ ing. In Cyprus the Re~·ugee erYi ce dealt with the 

yprus Govern ent, not R • 

Gr dually R est blis ed its a.uthori ty and it 

was reco nised as the cfficial body looki . after the 

refu ees and ad o~ficial contact with the 9th rmy, 

the yprus Government etc. 11 Cyprus refugees will 
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be .:.ct r nd no one is u orte by caw ifts • 

.1. e reek Refugee erv~ce ,~s a Gree· service 

and snot i i t red by but as developed 

by its own ef arts d coo>er ted ith 

t t i st e t ,ief of t 1e Gre k Refu ee 

ervice dec.:.de to o 01 reconnaiss ce trip to 

byssinia , an nyika , el in Con o nd eny to 

find out con itions for fur~her esta lis ent of 

ref I ees . x . r yro oul s deci ed to cont ct the 

Governmento co cerr.ed d settle the a ff" cul ties 
re 

Ji th I ic /iier 1 ys f ced . This s at the begin -

r.ir::c of u ust 1942 . r . r yropoul s send 1· mont s 

on t is tr i d c!l e ac to airo Ii.th agree ents 

t t t· e .rill acce t refu ees . 'h refugees estab ­

lished t r: selves tet'l or~ ri ly in tl:ese countries . 

o one d the right to claim er n nt status . The 

Greek nnd Briti h Govern ents too res onsibility for 

everyone r o s est lis ed int se countries . 

, n t e first li t of efue;ee s entered Cairo 

in the Gezir• DPlP ir iles L mpson made an agree -

cnt i th the ypt n inistry of Interior t t the 

ritis Goverrnner::t TOJld be res onsible for the re-

patriation of the refu ees after the ~ar. he 2nd 

cornmitm nt to the Britis oloni'l overnment was 

ade jointly int e rune of the Greek nd ritish 

overn ents by • r yropoulos on his t ip in ucus t-

e ten ber 1942 . .1.h b i r 1r. s 0 11 t se e ings 

ere e y t .. ili t ry 0 t t t e ctual si ned 

docu ents 1ere de by r . r yropoulos on e lf of 

t reek nd by riti h of icial . :r . r ropoulos 
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merely concluded ne otiations begun by the British 

llltary. 

1 ere w:ci s no .. i e 11 1 on rep'"'.tr1 t1on 1 ron 

w,s eo eti e, presumeu1y as soon as os i le. ct-

ually t ere v s ~tie 11 it .1 h the 

';;10 d s. !hen oth services had to f cc 

ypti ns of 

c onst nt 

l .Lo1: of re u ees t rou · ypt to t4e s ut t ey 

ueciaed o use oses e ~s a pas a tr ns1t CE ~ 

so t at 1 r e u e es fro o..> r i 1 d es Line rere 

re ared 11 ose e ls as re , :r e 1c c re . 

11 is \ s 1 a ... ter la e n, after t e .. ir t Date • 

.c. gon s ut arJd ter t e cre•tion of d 

reek e ... u ee er ice 0' as D r t a to 

es l1sl! more re u ees 1n t C Ont:;.O etc. J. is eE r.:t 
+ more and ore refu ees h d to rou h y t . ... 

ec u e t e UD i C ealth t t on or re :igees w s not 

on a l l vel, t ey dee e to use 0 e p 

.,_r· sit C l ... o ... .) le ( t e-
C .,_ te r i '"'ion f om + ti• r OV r ent to use 

OS s l 
' 

1i .:.c n irte e ori 1n 1 

for Greek c i drer., fort 1 urpose. J.he 

a kea t · t ea ... e ~ oul not re nin on 

ti r. 

tian 

r r, 90 d c- d I e ieve t t tis aut·ority 

1s stil- ii force. ( ocl t on ~9ti) . le revert eless 

au l l t e po rer in our ds by s in eo le 

ere rot ... lt to tr vel. J.. is V s erely If er.tl en's 
r r.1 t" oet ,e n us nd t e n Govern nt . 

1. 1 e e r tris tio ice 7 S for ed in pril 1941 

( t July 1 4' ) it irst 1 t .., d ir iles Le pso 

Ja2. 
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... r e y 1!'1 vover t e eo le 

0 be lo e t co e ir • re as no t li it 

0 t eo le . 

2 . ... r t r ek overn nt.., r C t te ith 

e en l It V r entc VJ. t e Ir::terna ior:: 1 

e Cro s or t e ri over 0 ro i ~t .. 
5000 -M 

rec r t t 0 es ells d t e ti•n 

ver reec... t er t ese C l ren to "'t J i 

0 es ·e_ s 1 

3. le e ot·at·or or t re le e o t e c i rer 

in, d t re\ s no for l cc t· e tie o 

t of ne oti tic : s te a o ... e c 1 l ren 

ue t t t C 0 er 0 f + er rn 

ov nt (n r . cr .., the ~l e 

1 ein) as of 

It 

t t 

pro .; , t y 8000 exc ees -
riv 

t' r 

t f 

ea oy 

t C e .1. t 

rou 1 ... ur ey . 

t oriti t 

OV Cl r u 

of 

;tu t· 1 o 

deci 0 t e ri ti sl 

se 8 0 ( 0 ere in Tur ey) 

.; ri• , flJ.e tine r::d t 0 

eu ral co ... rtr . cl s ~ cc u-

cil1t tin 

e E.O 

reek esca ees and 

e ot r 

in ... c e c n 11 .1. ur ey . .L eir r ov r .. Y 

o 1t1c, d rtly bun nit rian. s O e c ~ -s up -

porte y t e r t·s G1 eks . 

4 . e oritie t rrn e lt e 

n V C l r n e 

e it +· y 

0 d i l y t or 90 ec use 

0, t C_Q 0 l ' 1t s 
deci d ... e 0 J OS ls t ' St l, .1.r1c 

tAr t1c1 , ted . 

13, 
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,. It i s ree i t e ri tis· 0 1 t.ori-

ties t t t se r ul re triated fr 

st frice at so e i c..e n te ti e fter t e Jar . 

'he el ian . u t· ori ies n -+- • 
V e t io ir Govern-

t!l.Cr.ts "\1ere Cl 0 cone erne ·t ... is a r e er. t . e ... J. 

ent ,., s i ne oy ile el c,ie and 

t e r1tish b <..or . 1he y ti n nt , ro -

Cl' 
. 
""tion ~ or. June 12 t 1942 r d is still 

in force, r 1 t O'J ('0 st 1t over 00 ed . 

e r . .r yropo..i OS C e b~ck fro . ast frica 

,;li. t sue ~ s n d rec rd of s cce C "O. to e ve 

t e Service oec use t c re erv·c s develo ed to 

n vndersec tary i nd t ey ointed nun er ecre-

tary , un t e in1stry of ocic.1 .elf re . is n e .,as 

r . fse los , a per on 1 fr· nd of r . K~nellopoulos 

• o . 2 in is art , nd recent.J. esc ed fro, Greece . 

e nee e a ~ ob and "\,""' s tr ref ore " o .:.nte · 1 thou h 

e n s neverthe es ood c:.1.n . !11om sip e aa in -

istr· tion t e , o e ervice /8s d v 1 ed into a e-rade 

or n under - secretrry of tate . t t e be inning t ere 

,; ere t ree rsons in the ervic e : r . r yro oulo s, 

self nd t . il vec i 
" 0 

ms irector of ilitary 

er onneJ nd looked efter ove er.t of ilit ry atta-

chcd to t e Greek e u ee erv · ce . 1 .e Gr ek ersonnel 

i n to t e iff rent C ps uere i.i li tary as the 

C. ree} Gov n, ent ad no civil serv nts s nll erso 8 

e C i 0 ere 0 lit r e to en~i t i t e 

reek f ore es . I '\7 civil servant ~r.a coul not ive 

or ers t 1l1tar rsonnel . :r 1ere 01 P, vre ·a to '"Ve 

D. il1t r l in t ervice . r e e ct nu uer of 

ersor:: el is u no, OU not n:ore t an 150 inc l...iain 
' 
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c:.. C ors , ur es r r li i ,.. r 0 f" cers . 

15 c· e t 0 ce e 0er S42 , en 

• r • r ro 0 
., 

ro st frica . 1·e 

C e ere· I ere r, e il, rsonr.el . le u led 

l e ... ce d in I.,. e dif ... e ... ·ent 

C s 1 er .. st for ..L. 

er 1str tio1 o. r one~ . 1 e ~ir ctor 

ous o o lo , Dir ct r of e th , s 

til ys f but fr civi serv r::t I , s put into 

unifonn . .L i" i ere se of erscrne::. s bee use of 

i ere C n· ... of r s i evit ble ir. ere -
C of 11 o rr .,, of i e C s UC s 

r r:: t C i 1 t C erQ er in 

e Re ·1 i C e s d more cl. d norc. e I 

e C e in ey . V r 0 e i to st 

r C s t 0 e 1 e C t e t d 

... er co u t le pre -

red ..,y 0 .1. . r t r.J er f eo le . 

ec· t· ic C ec~ Jse t ere 

r tic lly 8000 e OU h to t e 

out . ro t· e e t le' st 00 d to 

r n in oses e t re o 6 s 

r.uc · ich tr s one O"'en ,ells ro , .LT r. . t 

to r ent C e ti' rs ,ere ore ·il -

lir t" b t n • l e r ee C la. not e ent 

C 0 e,,t· • 

In e t e V to rr .:.ve d 

i e cc t Ju 0 l V ... 0 

cc t ·r 0 . t 0 ti e 3 '.? 0 eo le ,er 



- 10 -

C 0 +. !-C • ... e :.1 ·ee"' re ro 

to ... t· r or t e rat·on 0 
,I. e I, 

0 d .., 
• 

e ..,t e 'r .. ure ... r 11 8 uth-

I r e r a 11 t t s i i • fter 

t d d. th t r riv e J V n 

1 it ecio.e t t 0 es ls ill 

ct • 

un er t r i r C'.! t u to ril 

1913- n r 0 ov t r -
ted i e t erv· C to 

ro er try d. t r. 0 il 0 oulis 

s i i ter. ' C t it e i t r of oci 1 

nr.d si t ce . 

0 e ev lo en 6 er re fr 

1 . Gre u e rvice , to 

2 . er- ecret ry i of ocial re , to 

3. ini try of oci 1 elf r r.! d lie 

i t· ce u ic e 1 ocial 

· elf~ re . 

is ne dev lo nt rou t ne cl n ea sue 

8 1 ere ers onne . s J. r . 0 OU 18 7f_ fr 

0 • l is C triot ere t en in n i ven 

jo s . f co ti ue to or s irector f e -
ic 1 ervices 

. 
to 1 ✓ 43 . I A ls u u s on 

icer to u to ... r.e ✓ 43 n I rele ned 

tr rre to h dvi or . 

t li r ece t e i a ry s 

Oli e nd r. ouli.. .. ec e r res nt tive 

0 t Gr e Gover e t i he idle de i 

·t C, rts 0 pro s ut chie y it r e u ees , 
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.,_ e Gre, 

He counter­

ov r er. t 

c exercised e er 1 su ervision over refu ees . 

ont s o in (1945) pri::.. t is sition _, :._ 

i e o ... t e re Goverr ent int e id e 

st\ s nuo:ished and t t _s tie 

~erv·ce is fu ction:r. i C r l i 

Re atri~ tion 

i th repa -

tri~ t on o re r es ri t r . Ven~r is at its 

ed . 

o th or t o o t ~ re Govern ent and 

a reed that 

trol over ~he iddle 

ould ave co plete con -

st refu ee question . t 

ou e~ G rb, t e Gr ek G0vern ent e rs the costs 

, na are anxious to · rive t es e eo le ov ec first to 

Greece sot ta i costs ould bes vec forte 

Gree Govern ent . f ntal princi le ir. 

li t re... ees \ the ritish aut ori -

ies should rovide everyt in~\ :c edec.. for 

t e sic::i ,elfnre o ais 
• 

ce r 0ns sue· 'S 

ood ~r ::icco o at·on, rd clo in ·nd the Greek 

overr ent should roviae etic 1 er one a c 

e,ns to loo· after t inte lectuu~ rel: re of the 

r>eo e . ) ·ree n ts \!ere ac e or t is rinc ip le . 

t e fiel in actu 1 r ctice t nre were e"'l sorts 

of art e,.es on 00th side nQ one u0st1tuted t 

ot r d oat ere in ao ist ce fro VO unt ry 

vOCieties 0 a toe· s of diff rer t SU lies 1hich 

ere r ally iven ·+ 
l " o en hand . T e Greek Red 

Cros icl l S foun ed fe ye rs before v. r e n , 

ct d tre for iff_r t dor tio s from 

11 V r t e orl to t neo • t er occu ied 
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Greece t' e Greek _ ed Cross in Gair o was in nos session 

o" 1 rge stocl·s of different p rts of t .e uorld or 

t e u·e oft e Gree~ ed ross . hese sup lieo rere 

give1 b t tot e Gree~ Forces Drd t e reek refugees . 

This v c s the ma in source of supply . 1· rge num..i er 

o other voluntary. societies also assiwted includin 

t le Y • • . . and t e r·ti h Red ross, Indian Red Cross, 

ed Cross, t e G~ee ar. lief and a fe~ local 

organisations in ~Ypt . Mhese · 11 contributed to rards 

~ e welfare of refugees . 

11 caps on ~gyptian soil are ~holly the 

respor:sibili ty of R d therefore Llffi 

1 caps in uYri and alestine are a Greek 

res onsibility, s reeards dministration, organization . 
a d supply . 

11 camps in Cypru~ are tr e responsibility oft e 

Cyprus Government . 

nns in elgian on~o are elgian ad Greek 

joint res onsibility , rid for in cas at special 

rices by the Greek Gover1ment . 

amps in thiopia are responsi ility of Greek 

Gover ment . 

11 refugees herever they are , are responsibility 

of Ul as regards repatriation . 

Before _ .. ooes ells became a refugee caMp it was 

used by the ypti n Government as quarantine ce1tre for 

pilgrims . It wa.s lo ned by the gyptian Gover ment • 

• useirat and ~1 hatt ,as built from scratch and give 

by ilitary . ezira v,as the property of the gr·cultural 

oc iety . le po was a Turkish barracks ad given by 

tl:e ilitary after requisition . Tripoli was a school 

rich as requisitioned by the ritis Authorities ad 

give fr use o refugees . vouk el Gharb 1ere different 

uillets in the eirut suburb used 
' as a summer resort , 
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re ui ·t·oned y 9t r 1y . 

o e: :tr . Const douli oke from memory . er.eek of --
t ~ intervie1 re ort ith other sources reve~led tat 

i emorJ f r dates ar:: figure i"' inaccurate . J e 

s lso soP.le hat c' onfused about the ter s of reel m tio 

o. 2 • efugees gr n+ed reside ce permits uere 

re ired to h vet e r er.eued every nin ty aye - there 

s no ninety- d y clause in the origin• 1 immi gration 

er it . es ite t ese inaccuracies, ~r . Constandoulis ' 

re rs re o~ v lue in 10 in t e viewpoint of an 

educ ted a .ntelli ent Greek towar t e serv ices 

ive i countryme by d ..., ITL ~re is ' 

moreover , the only vail ble scurce for infor ation 

on t e Gree efugee ervice ar d its successors , since 

t e ureek nut:orities will not grunt outsi ers ccess · 

to their files . 



--

.2.o 

_.eport of Intervie 'I with r . N • • onstanc ~ is, Intelligence ivision 
28 -'-eb 45 

he Greek inistry of ~ocial lelfare started functioning in 1943, very 
late . Before that t ere was the ,efugee ~ervice, which started func ­
tioning after t e lamein collapse . 

oses ells c mp raQ intended for Greek chilaren, but the Italians 
i.rnuldn't let them go . Lov1ever, i·lamein m de it necessa.y to send the 
refugees from oses · ells to the ongo, etc . , and the ~reek overnment 

established the .efugee ~ervice c nsisting of Dr . Constandoulis and 
a Greek diplomat . 

\,) 
Intervi v; ,1ith ur . Cons tan is, 13 .ar 45 

he .elief Jection of the inistry of vtate was established to look af­
ter the Lzreek c ildren iho I re to be evacuated from u-reece 11ith 

assent of the Germans and talians and put in oses ells, under '-'ir 
. illiam , at thews . 

~orrespondence re evacuation took a very lone time, out at 1amein "flap' 
both Repatriation and Relief fficers started to f de for fear Germans 
voula occupy gypt . 

here was a movement of about 2,000 refugees from .:>yria to ~gypt nd 
furtter south . This automatically caused the establishment of the 
reek G vernment's Refugee ~ervice to look after their o ,n n·tionals , 

June, 1942 . 
There was no further hope of bringing in children from reece . 

Preston ent south n l~ft the epatriation Office sans head . ir 
.'illiam atthews amalgamated oth. elief 0ection and ,epatriation f­

fice into RR , in June or July, 1942 . 

he .elief -=>ec ti on also sent food to ureece throug . the blockade . 'be 
first lo d of .rr.e t s sent from Haifa at t e time of the takeover y 

"RR • 

Janu ry-- •ebruary 1942 is the date of establishmentof the elief ection . 

----- -------



... INTERVIEW ITH MR, R,B, DURRANI' - ADMINl:::>'l'KA'rlV.H! 
ASSISTANT, REPATRIATION DIVISION, M.~,o. 

on_~Q_'1~1l_!215-

Mr. Durrant has recently returned from an extended tour of 

the olish Refugee settlements in India and Iran. 

olish Minister's reports on ~olish Refugees (January 1944 () 

• and on liability for support - 10 February 1944 are inaccurate 

inmanyrespects. The Maharaja of Nawanagar has never supported 

500 olish orphans - he merely welcomed ~olish refugee children 

in his state, and acts as benefactor (toys, vegetables, clothes) 

to a colony of 381 now in his state. Has never given them money. 

The South African Government supports the orphan colony in ~outh 

Africa as a gift, not a loan. (About 360 - used to be 500.) 

Of the 42,000 Polish civilians who entered Iran in 1942, 

some joined the forces or went to England, etc., leaving abo~ 
be 

40,000 to/repatriated from the India-Middle ~ast-Africa area. 
~ 

British Government supplies the funds which support these 

refugees (except for Cyprus Group and south Af'rican colony, which 

are supported as a gift), nominally as a loan, debited to the 

London olish Government. Funds are disbursed by the local 

authorities - E.A.R.A., Government of India, or British Ambassador 

to Iran. At first the funds were given to the ~olish Delegatura 

to disburse, but they proved too extravagant, Government of India 

has never dealt directly with the London Polish Go rnment, but 

always with British Foreign Office. Some 21,000 Poles :f'rom lran 

passed through Karachi1'Transit Camp~ to other lndian camps, Mexico 

Ne .rjZealand, East Africa. 

In January February 1943 the oles started moving :f'rom Iran 

to East Africa, India, e Jealand (700, mostly children), Mexico 

(about 800) etc. 

Some 900 oles worked for the American and British military 

authorities in Iran, ith their dependents, they numbered about 

2,250. The military authorities wouln't evacuate them while they 

needed them, but now feel morally bound to do so as the British 

and Americans have left Teheran and Russians are coming in. 
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Isfahan children's colony number about 1,coo - roughly 1/3 adults. 

Poles in India have to stay in the refugee camps. Some 270 

have jobs in Bombay, but only 110 are legally released from camps. 

They ork in the Polish Consulate, Delegatura and Hed Cross. uver 

6,700 ~oles draw monthly subsistence allowances in ralestine alone. 

e UNRRA's Responsibility for Poles. 

MERRA, by request of the British Ambassador in Iran, screened 

all olish accounts, rte insisted that UNRRA continue screening. 

We don't admit this as an UNRRA responsibility, but e do it -

might put it under "advice on refugee administration", 3 August 1944 

letter of Lehman to Lord tf.oyne. '1'he British bassador wouldn't 

pay the budgets submitted by the Polish ~elegation until they had 

screened by MERRA• MERRA officers we~ taken over by D RRA, and 

just went on screening accounts. Later they got the best tender 

for Poles on vegetables, etc., 

We're responsible for repatriation of Poles according to an 

unders t nd ing i th t.he Poli h I.ondon Government - the ne Government's 

existence reopen the q eation, s many refugees on •t nt o eturn. 

In Iran, the olish camp t fi az is maintained entirely by 

British rmy rations, etc. 1 e other to (one c p done ho pital 

in Tehran) are get 1ng supplies purch ed 1th riti h fun a ( omin lzy' 

a loan) plu some British rmy ration. 

In the vant, ome 6,780 Pole are supported by r nt fro 

the eleg tion , , 'Which in turn borro a the money from the riti h 

Government. bout 300 are at Syri n Universities, nd about 5, 0 

get oney direct from variou British Government or aniz tiona. 

The Polish Government rece~tly gave the u,ndon office a check 

for £-12,603 (British) for services rende:z:ed in Iran - e don't 

know hat for. 

On ?th June 1945 ome 625 Pole moved from India to frica. 

Ther•re plit up into groups of 200,300, etc., in v rious part of 

British frica. 
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BIB OF POLISH REFUGEIS. 

Africa, 

(Includes ast frica, South 
frica and the Rhodeai a, also 

the 625 Poles ho left India 
in June). 

Iran, 

India 

Palestine, Syria Lebanon, 

4,100 

5,200 

12,000 

+ Approximate only. Figures of ref'ugeea in the Levant are 

e timatea only. They include thoae in ao-caJled milit ry 

achool, etc. 



Report of Interview with Mr .~. M. lliott 

King 's Hotel - 22 February 1945 

'.Che Division of 
~ 

gr icul turJ. ha.s been get ting latest reports 

on conditions in the country - mostly ~reek Government reports and 

requests - inform!?tion on supply a.nd shipping which will be avail-

- oble , and setting up a program for t.Th'"RRA to begin about 1 May 45 

( L to supply through_ pril and perhaps later). 

~hree programs have been set up, one showing 100~ of 

what the gricultural Division thinks is needed, one showing 75~, 

and one 50;6. oney and transport, rather than supply, will be the 

limiting factors. 

,upplies have all been catalogued by nine ports - for 

exa.mple, so many tons of seed for Patras , etc. 

Personal Information: 

4r . Elliott is on loan to U~"RRA from the Near ast Founda­

tion which has been working in this area since the 1922 Smyrna 

disaster. He had long had a livestock breeding progra.m - used 

artificia.l insemination of cattle in Greece as the quickest way to 

replenish the milk and cattle supply there (This is a new method, 

first used on a large scale in :ew Jersey in 193U). Mr . lliott will 

oe in charge of this work in reece, with an assistant. He hopes 

later to have the Greek Ministry of Agriculture take over. Most 

agricultural men in Greece will oe in the districts, discovering 

needs and supervising distribution of seeds, feeds, pesticides , etc. 

r. ~lliott joined the Near ast Foundation full time on 1 

uly 1944. He had previously done part-time planning for them while on 

the Cornell staff. He went to College Park for two months - 10 July 

to 11 0eptember 1944; spent a month at UN Headquarters in ashing-

ton; went to New York on 12 October; and arrived in Cairo 20 November 

1944. He conducted a forum during the voyage, in the afternoons, 

discussing international politics, different programs, etc. ( nother 

UNRR group had a near-strike among the crew.) 
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ce here he began the planning program, until he left for 

lexandria about 2 or 3 ecember 44 . He spent one night on the 

ship and returned to airo on 4 ecem er . He began the Greece l ission 

- chool aoout ten days after his return . he people received ten - day 

leave while w i ting . 1'he school started a.bout 15 December . Downie 

was then Acting hief of the Greece 1 ission . lhe first contingent 

of returnees from Greece arrived on 19 ecember 44 . 

esolution ·o . 1 - ashington directive came saying A 

mis not to be integrated with L. 

~he civil war set b ck the whole Greek program by several 

months . 

for 

l'he agricultural program had to be revised - they had planned 

to start on 1 January 45 , and it was changed to 1 May 45 . 

ifferent seasons mean different feed , seed , fertilizers , etc . 

essrs . rcher and Kelsey , perhaps at L ' s suggestion , planned for 

UN . to start supplies as of ay; before that , YL supplies must be 

used, and perhaps later . 

Bone of contention was the principle that U should be 

given tools and supplies and allowed to do the joo; there vros also 

some feeling that 1.:L was inefficient and was jeopardizing UJ:•rRRA ' s 

chances . 

r . lliott remarked on the rumor current in Camps Division 

concerning certain off ice rs reputed to be heavy drinkers . 1'he camps 

were also sometimes c· lled 'concentration camps" . certain amount 

of criticism ras extant against ~ir Tilliam for permitting such 

conditions to go on . 



., 

e ort of .J..ntervie 1 ·i th iss aro yn ... lexner , amps Division . 1 ar 45 

r .oeck came out here in ug 44 . He was appointed in .,ashington, 

w ere lie was to1d that ol . oss (no 1 Brig . ... oss) ,;,as head of camps, but 

as going to leave . r . eek 1as to come out to gy t, learn all he could, 

ano take over as a ps Director . -
ol . ,oss ,ouldn't let him :e rn or do anything . 

his own not ic et o camps that he ,1as Director . 

r • ec k h d to s end 

the 
r . Heck's met"l:od of learning •1hat 1as going on in/camps was to send 

in, as welfare 1v0rkers, some 8 or 10 camps activities people (,1eaving, mechanics 

in schools, etc . ) • • rs . Green, vr.o ?a ... to e fficer in Charge, c me in ...,ep-

tember . r . Beck's ambassadors v1ere 8 or 10 people who .,ere to run camps in 

the balkans, if any materialized . 

perience • 

hey all had extensive administrative ex-

... heir reports to Jr . B ck , ~ ocx around ugust and eptember, 1944 , 

s .ow that t ere are many oad s otsin camps, although the situ tion is im-
1· e 

prov1r.g . / lathing situation in cam s t is •linter ,,as inexcusable , bee· use 

ol . .. oss rnuld never have the camps fill out the Healtt , lelfare, nd .uis ­

pl~ced ersons questionnaire ihich iss ~1exner drew up for ehman to bring 

over in arc - pri, 1944 . ome ans 1ers c· me to this, but ol. ,oss never 

answered h~r cables regarding su lies needed . ol . oss asked ams om-
the 

man ants in/early summer of 1944 uhether t .ey needed clothes, shoes , etc . , 

ihe said yes , but ass never asked for ar.y . ( lothes later had to e 

oucht here . ) (Rumor re -us e irat, Vredenburg , oole , canteen kickbacks ••• ) 

r . eek did noting fort 10 months . 1en he took over there as 

no bud et d no thin for him to rnr on ana no one on • om he could rely . 

J • .Jenson chs rived first . e had been on tbe rir .. ,elocation 

rtUt ority in the united uta es, nd s a graduate of rvard ,a chool . 

r . -eek ut hiM to 1rnrk on t e bud et . 

, rs . reen c·me in ueptember, 1944, in ch rge of ctivities • 
. 

1 es era ~u llin ton c· me ,.i th l:er , a.nd \lent to work Ii th vr eeks in os s el ls . 

l alk with rs . reen, ~ iss ... ollock, 

cams.) ihe attitude oft e ritish r 

fer le- - t ey ha ho faith in them , so 

unre ... iable . 

r . ec re ~orrible itu· tion in 

men to rd the Greeks as insuf-

e reeks reacted badly n ere 
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olman (ex -oses ells) has gone b ck t Great Britain, and ,as 

n ,ful . .. any ri tish er.d 0outh :rican rmy ommar.dants mre awful i Bekker 

is an aole ad ,inistrator but a ,olf. 

o one could be sent in s an education speci<ilist, so r. -ita 

or an as ent to useirat as an activities officer. 0he did a wonderful .joo 

tie reeks--established kindergartees , schools, etc. te is now trying to 

I to draw u_ a -«1 a - ual for schoolteachers goin. back to Greece . 

ihe prime fault of the whole setup is t et uir 1illiam and .. r. Roseman, 

etc., have never tried to educate tre ca~p comm~ndan:s tote difference be-

t ,een runninl.. a mi, it ry caTJip and an lJrRR C!:'!mp. 

In tle Jugoslavian camps there are the Central Committees which were 

practically a pointea y ii to, and completely domina.te t e ci3mps, even to 

censorin the refugees' mail . 1'hey have done fine things such as getting t e 

ex-director of the pera in plit to organize 1 hatt chorus, etc., but they 

h·ve too much control over tie refugees' personal lioerty. they're running a 

e ear- ommunist ~ictatorship . ~ome 500 refJgees ave n t siuned tte card say-

in t ey ,ant to o v·ck to Tugosl~via, even th@ugh t e Central Committee insist 

t t t ey s ou ld. 

RR s oul' not hove permitted mail censors} ip in camp and so· much 

control over ersonal liLerties. If ,e are operating in a country's territory, 

e ~uat fol lo r the line t ken by its government , but we s ould not give a 

e~tral ommittee such o r in the iddle ~ast Ca.rips . 

lhe Ureek overnment is not red, ana therefore doesn't w·nt fraterrization 

bet,een reek and Ju oslavian ca ps--an<l t e Tugoslavian Central vommittee does-

r. 't :i±k for t 1e opposite reason . 1'r.ey agreed, however, to send a Jugos lavian to 

teac t e ureeks r.ow to make 1 s s for shoes . 1he Jugoslavians ane very clever 

1 t re rd to s oemaking, rnod, orking, etc . 

any Jugoslavian girls are getting fine training as nurses' aides, etc . 

h reek overnment ruined its people by giving ten money for no ,ork . 

he reeks got an allo. nee and/or rage. 'he Jugo lavians got no pay eca.use 

tne1r soldiers dian't . ovr a:;_1 ref gees get 15 p . t . per day . 

the Greek doctors at oses /ells didn't eat with Bri tis h officers; t ere 

ras a a1sti0ct line of demarcation main ained . The ~ritish treated t he Greeks 

1ke dogs, and they reacted as such. 

he chief trouble ,as wrong personnel as camp administrators . 

s· oula have been socially- minded canp direc ors inc arge . 

here 

•iss vilruth's re ort to 

general popula~ion of camps . 

shington as of 1 Jan 45 gives background and 



REroRT OJ! INTERVI ITH Hr. PETER LOUD , 

, 1945 

Mr. Floud joined UNRRA on October 20, 1944 in London, having been 
keeper in Victoria & Albert useum, and in the Home ecurity inistry 
during the war. 

He arrived. in Cairo on November 11, 1944, and remained in the Office 
of the Chief of ission until December 3rd. He "oriented himself" until 
he was attached, at Mr. Haskell's request, to the lba.ui&n ission as 
Special As istant to the Chief or ission. He remained, however, on 
the Balkan .Budget, (he had been recruited tor Yugoslavia). 

During Mr. Haskell's absence in the hospital, • Floud acted as 
Chief of ission, until 2 Jan 45, when he was expelled from the Mission 
by • Haskell, upon his return from the hospital. 

From December 3rd to January 2nd, ~ • ..1 loud was Special ssistant 
9 days, Acting Chief of issioij 10 days, and in a rum.pus 6 days. After 
these events, he stayed in n Spirito with the Yugoslav ission, 
unattached and doing nothing, until January 24th, when he returned to 
Cairo. From that date until ebrus.ry 8th he worked in the Chief of 
! ission's Office, and about February 9 became pec:i&l ssistant to the 
Chief or the Balkan lission. 

A letter ot 28 December 1944 says :r. Haskell waa Chief of ission 
tor 3 months, but never held a formal policy discussion with top staff 
officers of the ission. A cable of 1 Jan 45 states that 12 out or 
14 heads or sections met on that day and i:assed a formal note or o 
Confidence against the Chief of ission, and asked his immediate with­
drawal or their return to Cairo tor reassignment. This meeting was 
actually held on 31st Dec 44. The crux or the question was •s plan 
to land 1,200 men and relieve lbania with or without Premier Hoxb.lts 
o.k., and • Haskell's acceptance or this plan. The TOte of No Con­
fidence was chiefly because of this. 

changed its plan about the.I\, but Haskell was already on his way 
out. He was recalled as or ebrus.ry 5th, 1945. 
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- 26 JUN 1945 

r . lynn st~ted t t the ori inal L~(;.rantee 
{t' t reJ.U ees \,ould be no c1 rre on the 'ypti"n 
Governrne nd t t t 1 ri ti ' U-overnrn r.t . ou lo. m' .in -
t in t 1,d ev tu ::.ly re trice te t. em) ras ',de by 
ir il s L' son to the '_y ti n ri e .1 inioter in 

.... ril 1c-41 , .... n t1 ir t br tc 1 of 784 refu ees from 
Greece nrrived . It covered non -Jritioh as 1ell as 
Britisl n tio 'ls . 

T e idertity ca.rd iven Ge"'ira refu ees 7'!.s 
not t e ern.1ivalentof p"'ss")ort , a.r,d er itted ten to 

ove arouna Cairo but not freely throu h the country . 

Tne agree ent between t~e ~ritiah ~ ba:sy and 
t: .. e ti n .. ilitary Governor (the rime ir.ister , i.. 
tie of r) of 1 ec . 1941 stated tt t refu ees enlis -
ted in the ~ritish forces in yJt should be deoobili -
sed out i e , ypt . Greek refu ees so enlistee ,rere 
occassion lly disc 1'r ed for ill healtt , and returned 
tote e tri tion f~ice - P- c~mps . his =PPa­
rent inconoistency i"' explained by the f!C!ct th" t dis ­
ch rge of individu~l is not t.c sa e ao demobiliza­
tion of units . l~o, t y could not be repatri ted in 
tine o... 1 r, • o t 1eir return to t' c refu ee camps ,;as 
ore er lcs t~citly i ored . 

ty or t r 
e plo en-t . 

ri ti~ Govern ent retai .cd res .. onsibili ­
tri tion of re ... u ees ,. .1. o : und rivatc 

~ny lo~ }oles ~1d caps int e atter of 
the re :.io,r ntee ere caused by t .e "act 
tr t it \,a.. hasty ad hoc rran ement , and possiole 

ture difJ.iculti s could not be forseen . 
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..eport of lnterview with iss • Gifford, .ssista.nt irector, elfare 
....,ivision . 2 .npril 45 

iss Lifford arrived in ~airo at end 
r. vreenstein asked her to start work on 

i n the . id d 1 e , as t • he b e ga n c on f e r r i n g 
1strator of caM s, to: 

of ugust44, to be assigned . 11 

pro lems of re lf a re in c mps 
with 1.,0 l. os s, rho vms dmin-

1) Get an agreement bet 1een him an the el re Livisinn on 
11 rt welfr re "'ervices \,ere. ( ... here hadn't been a. ,elf re program in ca ps 

s outlined o:,, U1R, ' s elfare .. .,ivision . ) ol • .::toss dic.n't 8-pprove of 
ul' 's iddle ,a..,t Camp lelf~re rogram . ( or example, ·.hat to do ,lith 
blind or orphon crildren . 1'he ugosl' v .tartisan ~ommittee dealt wit t is 
sort of t.l ing, t:iut tbP. reeks did not . ) Col • . o .... s had tr.e British rm 
concept of welfcre -- food , shelter, nG repatriation on y . ft r some weeks 
on afreement as reached, as per terms of a letter to Col . oss Gated 
'/ Uc t 44 . 

,1. uo wee ks ::if t er 1 is s i ff ord' s arrival , .;3rovmbridge en t to t e hos­
pi ta. l with typhoid , so iss Lrifford too over voluntary societies proolems 

S \ e 11 S C . S • 

.1. ereupon i iss l.1£nsie o ~lack vms a oir::ted Chief elfare fficer in 
Gamps • ..)he h d n1uch trouole, "eec..iuse , although Col . oss had agreed to 
le program, he never sent her out to the cam~s. ~esides, t ere were no 

buaget po 0 itions _or such jo s . ••equest for budget ms made in Ucto er, 
out a proval ca e only on 7 Jan 45 . 

Co 1 . ··o s left i n c tob er or early ~ ovemb er . .3eck arrived in ep-
t embcr, and for some weeks nobody knew who was h ead of cams . iss Gif-
ford 1n practice but not title was r . li-reenstein's de,.uty . 1e was in 
ltaly for two weeks in or around Octo er . 

oig b· tel of personnel for the alkan countries, 78 Ll. budget line 
or loluntary 0ociet1es arrived in one week . ~nree co~voys of around 80 
oluntary ~ociety pers nnel arrived from reat ritain tat week . 11 
ere assigned to country miseions , but , since they c uldn't go tot~ 

countries then, many ,ere loaned to tte c·mps . ~his ~s unsatisfactory 
from t1e elfare ~1vision's viewpoint, ecause many nmerican voluntary 
doc1ety personnel vere rot recruited on the same asis as budget line 
pe1sormel . Jilso, t 1ey felt t ey were leaving any minute , and~, re oftem 
crJled ::orward at s 10rt rotice . ence the Camps never had a stable staff 
or one very rnll selectea for the j oo . 

In March 1945 tle five hie! ~lf re 6fficers approved by ,ashington 
arrived in vairo . lo, e are about to repatriate the refugees, but don ' t 
know hov. many blind , orphan, feeble - minded, and aged , etc . , there are , 
oecouse we never h d the str ff to do ,hat vas planned on ctooer '! , 1944 • 

.1.here r,1s a staff morale proclem-- the ,;o s given ,ere obviously made 
\Jorie . 

Voluntar 

1hree poin s are to be cons·dered : 

1. ••eception obilization into tens , and lrns for moving them into 
courtry ~1ssions for ritish uroup . ~hree hundred thirty indivi uals have 
cne t rou h tlis ivision · nc aadi . i ey re all met , intervie'ed here , 
rouped into teams , given courses in driving , cooking , J'T maintenance , etc . 

ine elf re ...iiv ision cooper ted with • J officer who rr n ed their actual 
moveme~t into the countries . e worked out their equi ment ~Tith t e .rmy . 
1e,ms included roooile me dical clinics, 1 ter purification , relief , field 
bacteriological medical stores , and transpo rt units , etc . 
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2. ..an car.ip at aa.di. ome voluntary society personnel h!"\ve een at .. aatti 
since last ugu t. ~ecause countries Gidn't open up as soon as expected, 
t ey 1 ve aited for months after finishirg training. lso, morale prob-
lem rose when t ose who thoucht they had joined to go to Jugosla.vici, were 
~ 1fted to ~reece . 

3. merican voluntary society personnel came as individuals, and all were 
in erviewed by the· elfare ..1..,ivision--doctors, nurses, arcl:itects, .elf· re war 

orkers . 11 re n c:ia- assigned. 

~veryone has r reed to conditions of service of the voluntary societies, 
oath the societies n tle, elf re ~ivision, ut ir 1i+liam left before 
he could s1 nit . he plan is in operation, ho• ever . 

ork oft e ~ivision bas oeen largely day to day problems , anu personnel . 
~here has never oeen a written pro ·ram or plan for tbe Balkan ission 
elf re u1vision . 



.e ort of ~alk uiven oy. iss u . ~ifford, elfare ~ivision ( ssistant to · 
i .r . Greens rbein . ) Late . ovenber , 44 . 

/elf are ...Ji vision personnel planned the ~,elf· re programs for the three 
countries wit. the military authorities . Some persons are now in ari, 
- -ne,1 peo le a.rrive here for assirnment • 

• i problem arises in that t· e elf~re uivision oudget didn't allow per­
sonnel for t e ca..'!lps in the •• iddle ast , where some 40,000 people are 
gathered . 

The extent to uhich UNRR ' s services may be used int e different countrie 
depends entirely on the military authorities and the government . 

lans differ for the three countries --we don ' t know yet ~at the gov­
ernments wi 11 be . · 

...'eams --before UlR"9. was established , the 3ritiah oreign ffice , • ilita.r , 
ar;d voluntary societies agreed that we lfare teams should be used in the 
Balkans . .1.'hey worked in ] 1,RR camps pending entering t e Balkans . 
Jome tearrn are medical and some relief a.nd refugee teams . These teams 
\liJl enter the Balkans when UNR! A does , and be under UNRRA ' s supervision . 
("/elfare ivision) Tre teams will operate¢' slightly differently from 
the UNRR st ff , but with close cooperation . These British voluntary 
teems a.re still a:rriving from Great ritain , and will be staged here . 

ome are a. lready in ...zreec e . 11 full teams have left th e camps . ome 
indivi ual members of tl.e t earns are still there, till the rest of t' e:i:r 
team arrives . ,.,he military m· y break up and separa,te a tea.m if t e 11, 
vlis . O 

'1 e ·~lfare ~ivision plans nrestill on paper, and subjec t to change on 
arrival . ~he deal with services for speci~l groups which the ouncil 

tloueht s .ould have s:-ecial services -- i.e ., women , the aged , etc . 
Since there is not enough money for all t e greatest difficulty 1ill be 
to dee ide, in the countries , vrho can be helped . he UL. Counci 1 ha 9 
responsibility for over - all division of supplies and services on the 
basis of relative needs amoung countries . ,1ith the countries division 
amoung groups wilJ be made on the basis of relative needs . 

Camps 

These rere op"rated by the British ilitary , and established to last as 
lone; a time as necessary and as short a time as possib l e . -'he welfare 
Hervices in these camps ~.ere operated by British voluntary tea!"ls . e -

c· use ttese t eams were intended for the ~alkans, they h·d to be with­
dr.s.vm/ to .. aadi in July for training in c nvoy driving , etc . ( 11 these 
teams are mobile , v-i th their own ru c ks , etc . ) Hence these camps & re 
badly underst· ffed-- some h~ve no welfare personnel at all . Ulffi.R.A is 
sending some welfare personnel to these camps as replacements, nd will 
send more w en the Balkan progra is estcJblished and needs are knovm . 

The UNRRA ,'lelfare .uivision must also keep up relations with the volun -
t1: ry societies . 'flny of the people in the teams are real volunteers --
ttey get only pocket money and Ulffi supplies their maintenance . tbers 
ure paid by their organizations . 

1 he Balkan ission HQ , at least of the 'lelfare iv1s1 n, will probably 
stay in airo for some time , as it is the only place where teams can 
be organized and get equipment and t r ucks . ersonnel will be coming in 
from t e U and UK for some months . 
-- --- --------
UHRR is not t· e direc t administrative· gency , unless such an arrangement 
is agreed upon directly between U.N"'RP . .A an the Q:overnment or the hlitary . 
U1RR will fill a miche in the plan drawn up by the military or the gov ­
ernment , when so requested . 
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iss Gifford ' s s eech-- cont ' d . 

The military plans for relief in the 3 countries \1ere rawn up t n the 
iddle ast , ,i th an lffRRA opposite number for each military officer 
e aing a section--trarsport, supply , relief , ~tc. lans may be changed , 

but re so dra,n that after the milit· ry pF-riod , tn:RRA can step in and 
take over at once if the over ment so d&si res . 

he elfare ...,ivision helps determine whdch groups needs ecial attention , 
ad elp org nize supp ies sent to them . 

e reek c unity in gypt has not been, sled to run the iddle 'ast 
amps bee use of political questions -- relations with Greek and ....:gyptian 
overr,m nts, n intern tional rel tions . ome me bers of the reek 

Red Cross h ve helped . 
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Report of Talk given by r . Tom Hall, Jugoslavia Lission, eputy Uhief 
of •inance and dministration . Late ~,ovember 1944 

The Chief of ,.ission has not yet been appointed . tr lan Ha.11 in the 
ter'lporary o ficer in ch·rge . 

::3ari is 1 rgely Fascist-minded, but t he re are also many Reds there . 

m·RR is at an 'ririto, a Eari suburb, and near L-- ilitary Liaison 
Jugosl"via, ( x - L) - - which uill "be OC Jugoslavia, and UNRRA Jugoslavia 
at first . 

- r . Hall ha 2 copies, one of vrhich goes to •ashington, of minutes of 
. L-IDffiRA-Jugos lavian Government meet in ::-s . 

The problem concerns the numoer of distribution people (observers and 
c eckere) who will be allowed to enter Jugoslavia . United Jugoslavian 

overnment ( ubasic and Lito) are suspicious of an excess number . 
deadlock 'I, as reached on this point . lashington demands agreement before 
supplies enter . le hope to gree and st rt s ipment t is '.leek . Two 
of the four ports are open, an some sips are loqded in Bari . 

Jugos lavia, embraced UNR 
supplies , for example , 

(though not L) after learning what medical 
·RRA has to offer . 

he Jugoslavian Government asked .L to train some 2.000 drivers to drive 
t· e 900 - 1,000 trucks , ~tc ., that.Lis supplying . ome top Jugoslavian 
mechanics w:11 be brought to B ri T school for training , later to train 
others ad be forement in Jugoslavia . UffiR will be largely trainers . 

1ere will be 8 or so admini trative centers and probably about 15 sub­
admiristr tive centers with su}plJ centers , ,, rehouses , etc . (A slightly 
different figure from .lashingtr,r. ' s . ) There are no supply centers in 17orth 
~astern Jugoslavia , wrere there re food surpluses . 

eh ve alre·dy h·d trouble ith the ugoslavian &overnment because UNP­
personnel gave t eir v i~ws on Jugoslavian internal politics . ~his ust 
cease . 



of Int •i h is ent ch of the 
on 1 e ,.,ro C ·ro. 0 he 5 July 1945. 

--------

i ent ch e lt ith the Cairo I .R.C.' rt in the 

n o' I 11 re 
' " nd "Stureborg" negoti tions. 

The t ee sh. s e 11 ~ a· h, ith ed h o.i:>fic r nd 

r he II all n' ' first tr·p to ir eu it s "e r lief 

up lie a the one mentioned in the • • • • • J •• c.reort. 

er Relief ~ec i rgo a flour. et o other S C r 

t. 

he •• C. 1 f c ion 

belli ren.., in e r ne o 

to act as liai on be een the 

t·ons o the ships' markine route 

and ere s, n to ee hat t e tter .rere truly neutral. 'lhe 

food a d res ed to the r •. c. in Greece, and distribu ed under 

it ervision, bu the I. • • ha an ent on t e "Sture r II 

only (He ent co ith her.) 

S edes, or u ese, ur n iss ere conr-idered +he only 

real neu ral . 
The "adman o• II ere includ S e s, a e Turks n ' 

tin. anes ere used on he othe to shi s becau e of 

the British overnrnent's objections, e ritis OJ<!d them for that 

on o ly - n t ere as only one tian on the 11stur berg" 

because o the is ob·ection. 

he I ••• ever di cus ed insurance forte ere s, nd 

n f c t ne don re for co e 0 y the 'Sture or 1 ' 

vi or. It t e insur ce of i o n ent o ly - a 

i 0 lot h Sture o • oth the ritish n he 

roe ( e ••• ) o he It lian 

ent i i he I •• c. i no - it cou,dn't, 

h "turebor C r i bla etc., 

e ri ro 0 riti h • • 1 Gre ce, ell 

at. 



' . 
The 11Hallaren11 as the ea'i st to r · nge - ·ust .... ollo ed 

ear _ier routes. 

The "Radrr.enso' left ort-Said for ''!ai .P e rly in · bru .. 

194~, ~thout ne oti~tions for~ fe conduct for th t art o-P the 

run. 

The I.R c. h ndled hree shipments only (not four s st t 

in • • .R. • • r ort) fro . the iddle East dur · ng the er· o 

October 41. - ugust 4~ - n o e ere e el· ef ect · ons • 

he :Sri tish (""overn: en o+ t .e s,-,.; n e 

ere·. 

Th ' urt , A:_ · ' s i ~or 1 i h Gre k Gover 
• 

nt one 

(f'rom l~nd-le se) n the heat she brought o Greece · iven 

by an ca. 

Greek ' r ••elief, et t · ~ in ::;epte b r 4 , rtered ht 

eventually total ed t4 ships ... or the C n da-.Pir u run. .'r. 

Vonder uhl. ) 
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LY 19' ... 5. 

r. Huh-Jones :1a one of the ori inal evacuees from reece. He 

as Treasurer of Lady lBx. son•s .efu ee 

lo-~reek cli f Co ittee in Cairo-

to t (. u. 1 • • • • reece iss ion du rin 

nd 

e 

d C irman of 4e 

inancial dvi r 

the Greek crioi in tl e i ter 

of 1 ood deal of the intervic he g e the balk n i ion 

Historic l ecords fficer 

not for the record-

s devoted to bac round info~ at·on, 

ee i'und. 

ened in ril 1941, closed in July 194~. id for luxuries d 

comforts .hich tl e Briti h Tre sury did'nt provide, for ex ple, 

15 bedsteaa (the Tre sury aid fox m ttres onl. ) , clothe e 

and 5 or 6 irrors for the o e I bedroo~ in Cairo periQion, 

1 o aid for a nurse and a Greek edical Qtudent ( ho had al ost 

finished hi 

y1..111 s i um and 

tudies) t Gezira efu ee C It rovide 

arts equi er t tl ere. Some British a ser nt 

volunteered to ive .T. ·n truction there free, durin their off-

duty hour , a.nd did o until dele tion of cand liscd Gree 

1 trans co 1 ined that the ergeants ere d votin ost of 

tirr.e 

rs. 

tbc oun 

as tl e 1ovin 

irl um o er the ch 4ic l orse-

piri t of the nd. ( ife o Con ul 

cir 

Gener l t le ndri ). She oth red the ol c P, rr , e for 

re nant omen to o to hospit 1 or their confin ent, tried o 

fix u bro 'en e. ents din ener 1 dealt 1th ti1e e o 1 

problem hie hol cm brou ht her e ot thre or four 

• • • fl ht 

to olunteer 

d e ref 

e 

e 

their 

C • 

' ;;;) 1 

eants ho ere uf e in from co 

t 

e vice t t e C 

oc H. 1 nt 

rt of 

e 

ho. 

' 
ich h 1 

nd n of ic 

o e of 

( the omen ho r n t e ho , for in ta.nc e) ere 

ere olunte rs. 

The nglo­ Co ittee 

t f ti u 

both th 

d eo le 

id nd o 

Cl ed in u u t lv It inistered art of the 

00, 
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rd yor of London' d hich h d not be n ent in Gre ce before 

o cu tion. Onl about 6, ub c i a. to i fu d, 

C or relief in 0 e British Gov rn ent 

t 1£25, 
' 

le clo el tied, of hich 1 
' 

to t, to lo- ree e.Lief Co ittee, fo u e 

of e efu e • o e o thi iven to t e Gree elief 

e ice for ees in ri 
' 

e ent to on•s d, 

nd 0 ro i d QC et one for the • • • • • refu eee. ni 

1 d to intain their elf-re ect nd to reduce il erin · of 

• • • • • u lie of 0 

' 
etc. Very info· al - • • • • • or 

G ek o fie 1 ould ite r. Hu h-Jone r que tin UC nd uch 

' 
nd e 0 ld ju t e d it or not, accordin to his vie 

of e oft e fund. 
• 

e of e Lord a or's • nd ( the 65, ) ent to buil the 

C i ::t V'-\E ~ "~ .. 
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eport of Interview with t . Col . H. van Zile Hyde '1 . a r 45 

Co 1 . Hyde arrived in Ul 
t-,...e J edical .u1v1sion, 
tell of his work . 

on 1 Feb 45, having served as director of 
ince 2 pr 44 . His letters to .iJr . ~awyer 

he has tried to straighten out personnel in line .rith budeet ; get Camps 
~ivision and Healtn Division under aj . rewbury on its o vn feet; s tisfy 
the gyptian government on the subject of the quarantine station at oses 
ells ; E .fission- - pers onnel movements; and arranged for -•rmy medical care 

for ill R...'R.A person n e 1 . 

ee Col . Hyde's letters to .Dr . awyer , the minutes of 
eetin~s, ana tre report on conferences with the U. J . 

on division of responsibility . illR is to take over 
field activities in the "alkan countries after while . 

Hea 1th .u iv is ion 
;p,phus ommission 

the ommisaion's 
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.. eport of in terv1 ew iii th r . r Tin, of the ugoslavia ission . 
2 '/ .. arch 45 

ersonal fi es of t e Jugoslavi .issio h' ve been sen t to 
, ugoslavia . 

r . lr ,in rrived in L iro early in ctober 44 , and kicked around 
for several , eks . ... oM 1 ent oack to D ri , so Ir in gradually took 

detail, no at eginning of an 45 as designat ed airo repre-
of osl via ission . (io~ Hall has since resigned . ) 

r . r 1n ~ ointed as a·~trict d rector, and ras assigned tot .e 
athan , ard Irwin ., u o... via 

s sixth . J 
is s ion . ( or bury, rks , ezek, i..:>IDi les, 

hen r . ic ic , s in as in ton in ovem er as uno fie ial Ju~o ­
s l v re resentative, res o ,ed t t t e ito ovcrnment ould be very 
tour. 1it ouservers . e unof icial ugoslav delega ion in Jari 
s i { personnel to e limi~ed to 50 , according to first 

ri 

tout 25 n 45 , rig . u hes & 0 dl r ent to elgrade , & got the 
li it of ouserv rs upped to 300 . ut · t I s made clear t t s o:; ld 

ve not 1in to do ri th sup lies ter they ' re lanaed . 

u osl via lSSi •i...l 
ind stri~l re ab1l1tation 
le an i le industrial 

m 11 , ut will h ve stron agricultural 
s . 1hrupp sys heh sn•t een eiven a s i ­
proolem . 

r i ) 
t er of 7 e 45 ays he/\ nts to le ve if t ere Till oe no en ­

or. eg1on 1 ficer ~ob a planned . 

in ri ived very badly (at 0an Qpirito) i 
mess, .t5ritish army ratios , no X • • r . r in did 

o os~ vian deleg tes ard L--planned for ~almatia , 

nly it representatives in ari all auri g the winter . 1 ey re 
diet orial nd sve very defi1ite ides on v ' s limits . ill 

o ... tly do ccountin • erv tion 1ill ne v ry c suaJ. 
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centl r t·r e~ from a ,:, V n on • I tr. un 
r. aco r 

Africa here re d or r . d ari s re ... e 

.. e succeed a in re is eri t 1--olec .; ... ( 23 9 b • .. 

ou,f- h rol s i Ir n r i r . so e 
t 

C in In ia er 

on account of t·1 

olan • 

· re i ' 
ut t 0 her r' 1 r 

onf r ce an~ fe r t Et u i,., 

i re onsi le for r ~ tri tin of ~oles t r 1 n, 

e nt it - b not ... or u li s or Lle Ir • 

fr~ rit· h rr.y stoc s t e riti h ~rea ur • 

inancc of 

1 . QI tl ode in ru ro A or 
. e lect ls ... n - -

or.:. jn 1., 43 - no· 1 0~ 15c - re t..., 0 Co 

.. he tr ·ct .... o r r T and r • . 
ov rnrr n . "'he e Poles live in : .. ote"' 

ivi~ ,....f-on n C s, n . '10 C si r d r 
' 

. • 

r fu d mee t r in 0~ f'Oli f -ror 

he tc . 
. 

' 
any n V ~o on e t f 0 yoli h C s, 

n have SC d , They are not un r t e .A . • • 

2 . 

Yen - 4CC 

-6,5 

i . - 6,5 

0 i - no,f- co nt· 
C ru r u ~ 

. 

. . . . 0 11 s, eo ic lly on 

re ay ent ba i from oli h or re ov r ent - n 0 

e 1 ri of ritisl ffici l in C • 

3. 

nt 

0 

C • ' 

Ii 

. 
45), 

r 

t 

Y· oli 1 or h n in C ..,c 00 1 T un r 
,. .--• • . 

u juri ictio of Poli h ,e tion in Tairobi n OU h C n 

ini try o oci 1 elfa uth fric n Gov r ce . 
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one n lo n (:i - eo~ tic lv tc re nid • .t'Oli 'o ernm nt 

4. Ir n 

o bou 4,C00 ol s u o tw by Hritish Government on lo n 

b is. (Some or ¥oles ent to · ico, In i , N e land, e c. J 

5. 

OU 5.1 in t·v i u ore on on from 

0 n ' "or 50 o p u r j 

6. 
,. 1 n , ico, e1 c., r ly u ore on so e on b si • 

Gre Loe ~en .. 
r 

'"I ,6 1 in Conro eJ.ei· n Coneo Govt. 

5 m nyika .A • ... • • 

11 Ethiopia thio h~n ovt. 

..,_ C 1 is t eore+ .:.c , 1 n r 're ~o n: t. 
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Interview 1ith r. J. Jacobson, istribution 
and Transport Division, Greek ission. 

27 ebruary 1945 

!r. Jacobson joined UN as rice Control 'pecialist 

on 21 ugust 1944. .. e left ashington on 22 eptember 1944 and 

arrived in airo on 28 eptember 1944. On 12 ·ovember 1944 he 

left airo to join the reek ission, arrivin[ in thens on 

13 1, ovember 1944. On 18 ecember 1944 he left thens to return 

to Cairo, arriving here on tbe same date. t the date of this 

intervie - 27 .ebruary 1945 - r. Jacobson as about to leave 

Cairo to return to Greece. 

I. ctivities in Cairo - ( ept.-Oct.- Nov.) 

r. Jacobson drew up plan for an appreciation and 

distribution mrnu 1 for the Distributiorrand Transport ureau, 

v hich is now mimeographed in loose-leaf' bir.der form. 

He worked out the medical distribution program, and 

plans for distribution generally, from 3hip-8ide to ultimate 

consu er. He also dre, up tentative plans for submission to the 

Greek Government and L, including techni ues of rationing. 

He colla orated in the development of 1 n for the 

collection of olive oil and grain, forte urpose of integratin 

domestic production ~ith relief imports. 

he manual of distribution reports the objectives and 

pro ram of operations which the istribution and Trans ort reau 

,,ants to achieve, and contains 11 of tne above mentioned plans. 

II. ctivities in thens - ( ov. nd ec.) 

he first three eeks ,ere devoted to makin a survey of 

operations of the Joint Relief om issio ( wedi h- iss) in thens 

d reece (in Intelli ence ivision). onferences ere hel Ii th 

and offici ls re price- 1 e carrel tions, for submission 

to he Greek government. 
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Interview ·ith r.·J.J cobson 
age 2 

onferences ere lso held on the subject of integration, 

u ith • ureau heads and hiefs of ission agreed unanimously 

t t there whould be no integration. r. Hugh ackson and Sir 

,illiam atthe s red to com romise - that part of U hould 

be inte rated nd part not. L liked this compromise no better than 

R • In addition, • Jacobson's military opposite number 

ob'ected to being under a civilian. 

ome of the reasons why integration was considered to be 

undesirable were: 

1) eraonal friction 

2) lo opportunity for to develo its own organization 

,hen it vrds dismembered 

3) ctor not openly apparent on 24 ove ber, but liliich 

developed by 3 December, Jas that L h d taken a one-

sided interest in Greek affairs, and U 

be imparti 1 a a subordin te of L. 

could not 

r. Jacobson seems to thin, but does not ish to say for quotation, 

t at the trouoles of the Greek ission ,ere caused by some of the 

follo ·ing f ct ors: 

(1) Inte ration with L, which was 1 rgely the fault of 

r. J ckson and could have been avoided by insisting, as U 

1 ter, on the ctober interpretation of CCC agreement. 

did 

(2) he istribution and Transport men were not trained 

in this particular specialty. ne of them was an ex-professor of 

n l1sh. hey ew only the military manner of operations; did not 

o ho to re-est lish civilian economy; gave orders, and failed 

to listen. It as t erefore hard for the reek iasion personnel 

0 t lon 1th t eir milit ry o posite num ers, horn they felt 

to e 1nco etent. 

(3) Greek iesion personnel o jected to one-day excursions 

to distribute food nd move furniture under fire. 



. ' -
Interview rith r . J. J~cobson 
age 3 

, 
The outbreak of hostilities in Greece me nt that the plans 

which had been drawn up were never submitted to the Greek Government . 

u had expected a stable Greek Government hich could assume some 

e of its sovereign unctions . Obviously this could not be done, and 

about 18 ovember the Greek Government requested J . • • to contir::u e 

its operations there for six months . rhis was apparently due to the 

fact that u-RR was agent of L, and the Greek Government believed 

that: L had intended to direct price ~nd wage policies bile operating 

ostensibly through the Greek government . Kno ing this, the Government 

wanted JR as a buffer. 

UN • wanted to take over ond expand the JRC • rogr"m and 

to establish a quasi - government agency on which U ·was represented . 

he JR organization was the only one hich could carry 

out distribution . UNRR , ashing-ton , airo, and tle military had 

been criticizing J.. and wanted to liquidate it as soon as possible . 

But the militar' had made no survey of JR , even though they 1ere 

there some time efore UR 

and the military agreed . 

• suggested a survey of JRC 

Jacobson m de such a survey of the capital 

, the reek Government and probably then thought that area . U 

C Yl s useful organization which had done 1ell under bad h ndicaps 

and hardships . JRC made the only distrib tion of L su plies that 

was m de . 

r . Jacobson wanted to transfer the direction of C to 

the quasi - governmental agency rhich Ul wished to establish . The 

or anizntion of the JR program aa it atoo as a government within 

a overnment hich had been established by the is nd the ,,edish 

overn ent . It had res onsibilities outside the jurisdiction of the 

reek govern ent , s ecial i unities ands eci 1 privileges . It 

had a staff of 32 neutrals and employed about 5 , 000 Greeks . UN 

,ranted to ret in the functional organizations of J , but to revise 

its administrative direction , and to put he reek government or -

anization in place of the staff of 32 neutr ls then directing 

operations . 
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Intervie1 ith r. J. Jacobson 
ge 4 

fter his return to Cairo, r. Jacobson drew up a plan 

of administration and transition from JRC to the government agency, 

hie r. erstenz ng is to submit to the Greek government. 

In airo, r. J cobson also kept the istribution and 

rans ort staff together and orking on projects. In organizing 

tis division, he broke dom t e distribution br ch into four 

large committeess 

( 1) oordina tion ii th equirements and upplies and 

other bureaus of the ission program. The function 

of this commi tee wa.s to find out all plans and 

pro r ms of the ureau of Require ents and upplies -

hat qu ntities and types of su plies 1ere planned 

for ,hat orts; and ten to determine what the 

distribution proble s were from these ports. It 

arranged conferences 1th Industrial and gricultural 

ehabilitation divisions to learn their problems, 

o that pl ns could be made for distribution of their 

su plies. 

(2 )Internal dministrative rocedures and ersonnel 

roblerns of the istribution and Tr ns ort taff, 

in the li ht of e erience gained in the field. 

his ommittee determined from reports from the 

field, etc., wh·t equi ment and communications the 

ission needs in v rious districts, etc. nether 

of its functions ~s recommendations on the organization 

of the intern 1 chain of command. 

(3) Intelligence ommittee. This committee sifted 11 

v ilable d ta in iro hich would be useful to the 

ission Distribution nd Trans ort staff - procured 

m ps and economic data - nd made nalyses of news­

P per re orts on Greek distribution problems. 
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Interview with r. J. Jacobson 
Page 5 

(4) nalysis of JRC Operations and submission of plan 

for taking over administration of JRC, and extending 

its operations. 

lane ere made for the mechanics of supply. bout 

16 December 1944, the majority of the Greek ission submitted a 

resolution to the hief of rission that the ission should return 

to Cairo for re-examination of the whole problem. hey felt that 

this ,as necessary, in part because of the integration with L 

and in part ec use better planning s needed. The first draft 

of the resolution was lost by arie Berger on 3 ecember 1944 when 

she ras wounded. 

30 s igna tu res. 

he s to have presented it th t morning for 

r. Jacobson's plan for operations in Greece establishes 

a governmental agency for the purpose of effecting distribution. 

The agency would consist of1 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

( 4) 

Representatives of the Government 

Represertatives of u 

e resent tives of L (during the . 
on-voting representative of t e 

L period) 

redish- iss 

Commission, as we would still e using wedish 

ships and they would have to gu rantee their 

neutr lity. It is assumed that the 32 JRC staff 

ill stay 30 days after the beginning of the plan. 

The pl n hast o 30-d y bases of operation. 

(1) UN distribution officers would go in s opposite 

numbers of administrative he de of the sever l dep rtments, taking 

over ositione of the wediah and wise neutrals. hese officers 

ould be ided by a Greek n med by the Greek government. o ch ngee 

in JR operations ould be m de. T us, U officials would have an 

o portunity to learn operations from the ground up, learnin the 

weaknesses of the existing system, and to plane ansion of operations. 



-- .... 
Interview with r. J. Jacobson 
age 6 

(2 ) t the end of thirty days, the wedish and Swiss 

delegates could withdraw and U and the Greeks could work out 

revision, exp nsion, personnel to be retained or released, etc. 

he whole plan's ma,;or pur ose is that, after a period 

of stability, the Greek assistants would become the heads of their 

departments, and U officials would just observe. The flow of 

operations would thus be continuous. 
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REPORI1 OF INT ITH 1 r. Nicholas KALMER, 

GREEP SION, 6 :Uar. 1945 

Mr • .LloAJuw. .. au. joined UNRRA in ashington on 22 Aug. 1944, as a Deputy 
District Director, after having been Office k&nager or the Pittsburgh 
Investors' Syndicate since 1934. He holds the degree of aster of Arts 
in Political Science He also or anised Arm:, language classes (Univer­
sity of Pittsburgh A. .s.T.P.) and arranged 7,500 daily meals in the 
cafeteria. 

,ir. Kalmer arrived in Cairo on 16 Oct. 1944, went to thens, arriving 
there on 17 ov. 1944, and returned. to Cairo on 19 Dec. 1944. In October, 
1944, he read the files for the transport, housi and med.ioa.l set-up. 
He was assigned to District II, met with his staff, and proceeded to 
or anise it. 

Once in Greece he had expected to go to Patras, District II, but 
didn't get there because of th civil war. He volunteered to deliver 
food for the Red Cross. 

After leaving thens, he spent a week each in es ells and 
Nuseirat Camps. Reports on these camps are for public relations, and 
therefore show the good side only. The situation in Nuseirat is ba.d. • 

• Kalmer here discussed off the record, certain difficulties in the 
camps. He felt that the military and the UNRRA welfare workers did 
not always see eye-to-eye on the welfare needs of the refugee•. One 
hundred troops there, but nightly Arab thefts. The conflict is between 
the welfare officers and the military, not between the U •• am G •• 

Reasons of difficulties of the Greek ission were a combination of 
ML leader, a conflict of personalities at the top (Archer vs the Brigadier, 

cher vs some of the Balkan ission, higher vs lower Greek l ission staff), 
and the policy on integration - the staff had not shaken down when the 
war broke out. Had there been no civil war the ission would have 
shaken down o.k. The integration agreement brought thi to a hea.d.. 

leo many of U •s rank and file f~lt neglected, thou it wasn't easy 
for A.relier to travel. Further, the er icans were pro- and the 
British pro-Great Britain. :Ost or the Greeks h&d. never heard of m 
and others mistrust it as a capitalistic or nisation to promote our 
trade by selling American and ritish goods to the reek Government. 

u has beoome tne football of international politics and is 
being killed by circumstance (i.e. no shipping for supplies). 

, 

iorty percent of the pre-war Greek budget went for the national debt, 
and 25% - 30fo for the armed services. Thirty cents of each dollar of 
the national income went into direct taxes. 
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.e~ort of nt rview 1ith 0ir .. ill1am atthews , ebruary 45 . 

elief ..>ect1on of 1n1 try of 'tnt,,.,: win to oiena c1. of the situr tion 
n reece , t e llies r eed to lift the blockade and l e t the u Radmanso 
o 1n nth heat . he ernans 'nd ltalians gave safe rJ uct through 

t e nt rn' t1 n 1 ed ross --about 8 , 00 tons of .he t ere ir. the f;~ + 

i ther s i ments follo ed, t e t 8ft'JiiD rg and the Hall~ .;en , 
ns sank t e ~tQ~org on t e ~ay back aoout b5 miles from 1 • 
as antecedent to lQyin on re ular s stem of relief under 
is us ices - - t e rndish- vi ss Commission . 1 he elief vecti on 

re,, like opsy . as no definite d te of estnblishment . 

' s one- e ch' rter c e fro the inistry of t te or the • iddle 
el1ef C.:ouncil . 

n the 
t 

he ritish military uthorities to) 
the spi n- - in ernal adminiQtr tio J 

i by lo n frm t e ritish overnment . 
for c re , in+en nee , ultim te repatriation, and mov­
int nn 1 dmini tration oft e camp . 

take responsi ility for 
t u Ld t ke res 

rep triable . 

camps \lhich were directly 
ility for u l timAte repatr-

r is is 1r1 ten up 1n exch n e of letters bet 'leen t e inistry of 0tate 
nd over or ehman . 

1r 1 1 11 rated o ta e over 11 CA~p , including t ose 
1ch e yprus o ernmen , etc ., as ·dnini erin for reimburse~ent . 

eh~ n didn't nt to take t em over because of an excess of inancin l 
t ion . 

o e ere 
c ps or. ly 

· ~1 1n tro 
re 
1t . 
obt 

40 , 000 ,ere left fter recru it in for 
t frica, so~e to India , etc . (I . e ., 
' s res o sibility, and people in hem 

• is s tisfies the Iran overnment -- same 
t o es ells . ) 
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. e~ort of nterview with ol . E .Y. F • 
pril 45 

'"axwell , egal dvis er to the alkan 
ission . 3 

Col. ~axve l joined U1~R from Civil ffa.irs ranch of t'.e British hrm~ 
on 30 uep 44, and went on the same day to b ri to advise 0n negotiations 
itr the Ju oslavian tional ommittee of LL.Jerat on . 

out the tirie he rrive , r . ~road , t .e ... nglish barge d ' ffaires , 
ired the ~oreign ~ffice questioning whether any such negotiations shou:d be 
allo 1ed to take place . J.. ey ,ere therefnre postponed . n consequence of 
road's intervention, t ousar.as of ugoslavians st rved . or two· n one -

half months two o ded food ships stayed in ari h rbor u i le the J°ugosla.via 
st· rved . Cochrane was weak on this . 

L;ol . LaxueJl returned to vairo . 
.1:ort1ci to see Gen .... ughes to see 

n 1 te eptember, he anc Lloyd rent to 
1hether the talks coula be resumed • 

1wo delegates from ~ondon Jugoslavian Government and five from t e ,atioral 
Committee of Liberation came to B ri to discuss ,ith U:NRR and • L . lash­
:::.n&ton then told lan .Hall not to co mit -RRA in any way . wo cockt il 
parties ere held, then lall was sent to talk to Gen Tilson at aserta . 

'ecbnical discussions were st2rted, but the talks broke down on the ques ­
tion of equitable distribution rna obsergers . (The two ondon delegates 
vere left 22 hours unmet and unfed at the Bari Airport-- then uent to t e 
J..artisan hotel overnight . ) 

n mid - 1.ovemoer ol . a..x,ell returned to a,iro, and egan negotiating 
re imm nities with the ..... gyptian u-overnment --ar::d also to consider lWR ' s 
conditions of ervice ubich zxwell though bard, un~ust, an inconsistent 
, i th ,gypt ian law . 

ln mid - DeceMber Col . iaxwell went to rtuvo to help draw up an U1R - rmy 
agreenent , as it was then thou ht that R .A woul enter lbania vlith 
Col . ,1arner 1 s force . 

n his return to ypt he found t ey h d altered the personnel regulations . 
Col . axwell's note of 15 Jan 45 criticizes tle ne,, regulations . 

~1plom· t.c immunities negot1 tions ere co~pleted in ~ebruary -- gyptian lega 
dep rtmer.t ok'd it, but change of ministry , ssassin tion of the rime 
inister, chanrre of oreign .inister, and e-ypt ' s entry into tl-ie 'ii r caused 

deley in final pproval . 

t t},e eginnin of • ebruary, ir lilliarn c.;ecided th t t e 
sol tnke a hand in negotiating the Greek and Ju@oslavian 
1he question was discussed tbrou h ebruary anu arch , but 
s1sted on acing it all . 

alk n .. issi n 
agreements . 
ashir ton in -

t i8 a w ste of money to have a legal adviser be use they don't kee files 
and his o 1n1ons are lost . (apes filed oy s urce, and should e filed 

o~ subject-- so you can't know the f cts . ) lso , aocuments are ken off 
t e file :rste' of eine ke t erma ertly in the rrchives . 

~ol . X'\ell c ulan't get a coy oft e ersonnel egulatio s --Young had the 
only coy, nct t ere ,ere no typists . Col . axwell copied it himse fat 
hristmas , and ther:: tenet regulations came out . 

v 1 . ax,ell rrived at 
nc half of October , and mos 

ans 'I red . 

airo on 13 ept 44 . 
of Lecem er . is 17 

e ~as a~ay in ueptember 
an 45 memo was never 

Col . ax,ell tried to get a legal advisor appointed for each oft e country 
ss ns, but it .as no go . 
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Report ot Interview with Mr. Neville Miller, 
Senior Deputy Chief of Balkan Mission, on 2 March 1945. 

----------------000~------------

Mr. Miller joined UNRRA on 5 June 1944, left Washington 
on 9 July 1944 and arrived in Cairo on 14 July 1944. 

From mid-July to the first of September the Balkan l.ission 
was being organized along the line of the functional units. About 
the first of September, however, "we started breaking up the 
functional units and assigning personnel to the three country 
missions". During September, a part of the Jugoslavia Mission and 
a part of the Albania isaion moved to Bari. 

On llr. Miller's arrival the Balkan Mission was beginning 
to work with .L. at Maadi, so that the staff of about 85 made 
practically daily trips to Maadi to work with ~.L. There was to 
be a relief period (presumably about 6 months) of military responsi­
bility followed by a period of UNRRA•s responsibility. Because of 
this arrangement, M.L. was very anxious to have the RA staff 
come out to Maadi and find out what ~.L. was planning to do. !Ir. 
Miller arranged meetings which were broken down into small groups. 
After the 2nd week in August it was obvious that M.L.~ UNFRA were 
not working together as closely as M.L. wished. 'lo help alleviate 
the situation, T. Miller helped to organize meetings of large 
groups, then small groups for discussions, finally a series of 
several lectures on what M.L. was doing, its organization, work in 
Greece, etc • 

• L. Jugoslavia and M.L. Albania moved from Cairo to Italy 
the ast of August 1944. M.L. Greece remained in Cairo. 1'he 
question then arose as to whether UNRRA should follo. Mr. Miller 
left Cairo on September 28th and spent October in ortici, Naples 
and Caserta working with .L. on details of our operations in the 
Balkans through A.F.H.Q. On this trip he also visited the Italian 
ission in Rome and helped work out the General Order which gave 

UNRRA privileges under A.F.H.Q • 

• iller returned to Cairo at the end of October, but 
in mid- ovember went back again to Caserta for two weeks, to attend 
conferences in connection with Mr. Hugh Jackson's visit there. 

Barly in December, Sir illiam atthews left for London 
to confer with Governor Lehman, leaving lfr. iller in charge in 
Cairo. Beginning at the first part of December, 1944, Sir illiam 
atthews asked Kr. iller to be chairman of a committee consisting 

of himself, Mr. Pierce and • Bee~ to work up with G.R.Q. and 
.F.H.Q. the whole question of repatriation of refugees.(Tbe develop­

ment of the iddle Est !ission really tarted during the last 
part o'f October, when Sir illiam first broached the subject to 

• iller in Caserta.) By mid-January the work of the committee 
itb the military led to the beginning of the Middle East Mission. 

In connection with this work, r. iller visited the UNRRA camps 
and made a trip to Greece in February. 

Yd-""'"'~ to 
t 11~t In mid-December a part of the Greece ission statt 
Npa'Mliate4 and • iller spent a good deal of time with them. 
F.rom mid-January to mid-February he was largely occupied with 
setling up the iddle East Mission and liquidating the Bal~ans 

i sion. 

I 
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In addition to his work with the tiddle East ~ic:sion, 
Mr. Miller took a large part in staff and administrative affairs 
in Cairo. He was chairman of the :i:,ersonnel committee which held 
hearings on err.ployee cases and made recorrm1endations to ::;ir 

ill:iam conce,ning them. He as also the administration's 
contact with the Staff Organization. He has been very interested 
in developing staff activities and to that end arranged a 
meeting of the entire staff at ·aadi in late September, besices 
Sunday sightseeing tours. 

men Sir 1'illiarr. was av ay (most of December and 10 days 
in February) iI'. Miller was acting head of the Balkan tission. 
He spent a good deal of time from December 1944 on ,orking on 
the mail and registry systems; he was chairman of the committee 
on the registry. He also had charge of allocation of office 
space in connection with renting ing' s Hotel in Cairo. 'l'he 
Mission went to Greece abou when he got it 1·ented and then 
returned in time to fill it. - Fortunately, from r. iller's 
point of vie ' \ as he had made the arrange ents on his own hook, 
knowing that more space would soon be needed. 

He was chairman of the Tuesday and Friday Health, elfare, 
etc., and Director's Staff l.!eetings, he helped work out the program 
for reception of new members of the staff, and he drei.1 up the 
organization chart of the Bal ans ~ission. 

• 
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.. e ort of Intervi w VTith Dr • .l:tita organ '/ ar 45 

Co 1 . =dwards is rd -boiled . rle ras oss ' interpreter . 

ere ,ere ~JOO p~ople (ureeks) at sea level, plus 250 Jews, and 35 t 
the officers' mess . 

he rmy's basic objective is to feed, c 1 otlle, and ouse tte Greeks on 
a ermitted ratio sc~le, ana to provide security . ~he haven ' t protected 
the population f~om the raos' nightly thefts . lHaven't enough men , and 
don't l .ant to?) organize a reek civilian police . ) 

u in camps is being used as an ir.strument of ~ritish foreign policy . 
l reek editior . ) 

at ·useirat 
.... ovem er 44--Dr . organ arrived/to find tents for 4000do •m in a rain be -
e au e they ha failed to dig trenches in ay to bake throuch the summer and 
carry off the all floes . 

1here ~as inco p tibility between tne milit~ry and tie UN. 
s onnel, and between the Brit is h-f oreicn-po li cy and tne UNRR 

·welfare per ­
objectives . 

~lection oft e reek vommittee, first tent election , then area, then cen­
tral c OMIIl it t e e , t o o k p 1 ace 1 s t , e e · • 

ee Lr. organs reports to iss ~lexner and rs . Lreen, d lright ' s re ­
ort on fin nc e, eorge .food sr.d rthur Brice on supply, .Jrs . l.;ha,p .an and 
er.de~ov's medical report, nd the c nteen report on thefts b~ sergeants . 

r . orga ha been at useirat since ovember . ihere has been improve­
t in the ~eric n elf· re pro r ~- - in p ysicql conditions, 'tMosphere, 

Jrface rps ect for the reek refugees . 
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REPORT of Interview with Mrs. K •• Murr~y, P~rson~l Assistqnt to Sir 
Willin~ atthe rs - 1~4--=M~ny,.___.1=9~4=5 __________ _ 

The Greek Relief Section of the Office of the Minister cf 
State w1.s f crmed rit the beginning f 1 942 with Sir William !I.ti.he s 
"'.S Chief (he ·1.s then Mr. .T. M'ltthews) ~nd Sgt Suthers P..S Confidenti 1 
Clerk. On April 13th 1942 rs. Murr~y joined Sir iilliam as erson~l 
Assist nt, and offilepremises consisting of three rooms r t1kim a.t 
No. 15 id'ln Ismaili~, Ciro. A little l~t -r r. C.S. Pick4rd, ~iss cKennp, 
and Mr. Robson joined the sbff. 

The Greek Relief Section was est.qblished in order to arr nge for 
the ev.qcuaticn of children from Greec,. Later it A.lso a.rr1.n ed,with th~ dd 
of the lntern4tion~l Red Cross and th~ Swedish-Swiss Commission,for aupplies 
of whe3t ~nd flour to be sent to Greece to feed the st~rving populaticn. 
0 n the 22 M0 y 1942, the"S.S. Stureborg"left for iraeus C'lrrying 1800 tons 
of flour, and on 30 M!ly 1942 the"S.S. H lloren"left Haif for Pirq,eus 
C'lrrying approxim'ltely 4500 tons. Unforttmately the"Stureborg" 
w.qs sunk on the return journey by !tali m plqnes, and there w~s only one 
survivor who drifted bout for nine d3ys b~fore being picked up. 

The ~gyptian Government were finally persuaded to allow 3000 
Greek children to rem1in in Egypt, and they provided Moses Valls Lqz ret 
for this purpose. Under the extremely c~pable 1nd efficient mqn~gement 
of M jor Rnlli (who so tragically died last year) Rnd ith the guiding h1nd 
of Sir Willi m, and qssistance from the-British Army Authorities, this 
Laz~ret s converted and transformed into C,unp cqp ble of receiving 
3000 children.(it w~s later enlarged). It must be remember3d th~t it thi 
p riod of the ,ar it ~s extremely difficult to get the necessary 
personnel for running such C mp, as the German threat to the Middle E~s 
w~s by then becoming a serious men c, 4nd 1jor Ralli togeth r with three 
or four ORs w~re consider bly har ssed and over or~ din he rly s ges 
before more ssistance w s forthcoming. Eventu1lly consider bl help 
was forthcomine from the various ed Cross ~ocieties, ~nd Chari able funs, 
nd from th~ Voluntary Societies. 

At the time of the Al e in "fh.p", for oper ti en 1 re sons it 
becqme necess ry to re~ove m ny mothers O d children to safer pl ce, and 
they were ther fore despqtched to qst Afric~ nd th1 Belgiqn Con~o nd 0 ken 
cqre of by the ast African Refugee Administr tion 

In August 1942 RRA took over the hepatri tion 0ffice,which h~d 
been est~blished in C~iro in April lv41. The Repqtri tion Office qs 
originally stRrted by Mr. T.H. Pr ston in October 1 40 in ls nbul, on the 
instructions of Sir Kn4tchbull-Hugessen, the British Amb4SS4dor to Turk y, 
to deal ith the m~ny refuges who re ~hen coming from the Bql ns. /hen 
the Repa riation Office tr nsferred t @qiro, the Gezir c~mp s s red 
for Gr ek refugees. The staff of ERM in Au t 1942 consis ed of Sir 
illi~m M tthews ~s Chief, Mr. r-ston as No. 2., .r. Pickrrd as Speci 1 

Assi tant, Mrs. Murray s Personql Assistant, Sgt. Su hers ~s Chi f Cl rk, 
iss McKenna, Mr. Robson, Miss Col•ridge, Mr. lnglessi , r. F lzon, r. 

Nicol ou, r. 'alter, Col. Green, rs. Lone, r. Guthri, jor R 111 
(Camp Comm nd nt oses 1ells), Mr. G r kis/ r. Price (Cqmp Co_mm!ind n , G zir ) • 
Gr dully more staff r. needed nd l~ter rriv ls jncluded iss Gjlruth, 
Mr. Young, iss D vis, Miss cott, Miss Br dley, r. Kneen, Col. Res mid 
numerous Offic re ~nd British O.Rs, nd loc 1 ersonnel. 

Agnin for oper tionsl re sons it bee me n.cess ry or, ove 
as m ny Poles s possible from rsi. These Pols hqd r kked 11 y 
from Russi, having been deported from Pol nd in 1959. Col. Ross, 
ho sslstance oft o or three oth r Officers, arr~nged for he ss mbly 

of these Poles ~t Ahv z, feeding and cqr, nd on ~r r nsport ion el hvr 
to the Polish Forces, or to C mpe in ast Afric.q for the moth.rs nd childr n, 
imd tho e o er Rbove mill y g or unfit for s rvice. 
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In ld43 the first batches of Yugoslqv refugees rrived 
in the Middle i st, and Cams ere set u Rt ~1 Sh4tt, Tolumc4t 
~nd Khat~tb, and an incre~se in st4ff w~s conse uently 
necessary in ord~r to cope with the new influx. Ibis stqff 

4S largely forthcoming from th bri ish nd outh Africqn Forces 
and Volunt4ry Societies. 

0 n Mqy 1st YJ:IBRA W4S t ken ovJr by UrRRA ho lao took 
over some, though not 411 of the lRRA c~mps i.e. only thos in 
Egypt and Fqlestine, owing to fin nci 1 caution. 
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Report of Interview 
with r .=:.icolaou- 12 une, 1945 

The Greek .rmy opened a recruiting office in 
Cairo late in 1941 . efugees coul chose the army 
they vished to join, and any Gree' s preferred to 
join tr.e British forces . 

1 or book- keeping purposes, the ep triation 
ffice may oe said to have closed as of 31 July , 42 , 

though 1 July 42 is the best date . 

t the time of 1 ~ein, Gezira held Greeks , 
British .altese and British Jews . The Greeks rere 
sent south~y the Greek Government . oome 6 to 8 
British subjects of Greek origin ,ent ~ith them . 
early all the 3ritish, ent to alestine . ome 

British Jews returned to Gezira after lamein . hey 
went to Cyrenaica or eot permits to stay in gypt , 
etc . bout 12 Greeks were sent to oses ells . he 
altese stayed at Gezira. all during the lamein 

period . 

hen 1 RP. had the Gezira Camps (July 42 - June 
43) it housed only about 80 to 100 refugees at a 
time . 

Thomas Cook and on had authority from the 
rincipal Se Trans.art fficer (British .avy) to 

arrange the refugees ' travel accomnodation on ships . 
Cook ' s did all the bookin for the e triation 
ffice , 1hich only had to phone Cook ' s for so many 

berths to India . efugees had a high priority . 
The SO ·ra.s the final aut ority on s ipping accom­
mod tion , ~nd sent the bills to the epatriation 
ffice . The Repatriation ffice had ate porary 

responsibility for steamer bills , but s repaid by 
the refuge es ' Government . •'ore ign Office paid for 
nglo - axons and any ritish su ject from the British 

Isles, the Governments of Cyprus and lta paid for 
Cypriots nd altese and the olish Gov rn ent for 

· oles . 

The .o. serveu as an employment bureau for 
refugees . It had speci 1 employment forms mich 1ere 
filJed out by th refu ees , vetted by security , and 
filed by .o., until , fore ple, the ~bassy phone 
for three n lish speaking mrdens . o pressure ;vas 
needed to induce refugees to undert ke 1ar work , s 
thy ,ere eaeer to et jooa . he epartment hiring 
a refu ee s res onsible for repatr· tin him after 
t e , r . 

esidence ermits 

t first (before oses ells was started) 
bcr of vr ek boys from ypt 1ere released from 
zira at the request of the gypti n overnment . 
1erc members of the Greek com unity in gypt 1ho 

been sent to Greece to study , nd evacuated to 

nun­
Ge­

hey 
had 
y t . 

5). 
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hey ere release beca~se they ,ere permanent residents 
of gypt, not refuges, and as such had a right to live 
there . 

ter after the i cams started, a relative of 
a refugee ould rri te a letter of uarantee to the .o., 
gu r nteein to maintain the refu ee , nd repatriate 
him fter the 18-r . he inister oft e Interior (De­
partment of ublic ecurity, assport Section, ~inistry 
of the Interior) ould consider the a peal, and might 
or mi t not gr nt the residence permit . he refu ee 
had to be a c:ose relative (f ther, mother , husb nd , 
,ife , orother , sister , c ild) of the sponsor . 

t first t e ir.istry granted them easily , but 
got more and more ~ifficu~t as the numbers of refu ees 
increased. he guarantor had to deposit a small sum 
(L •• 50 to L •• 100) uith the iristry of the Interior 
to ensure the payment of the refugee ' s repatriation 
expenses . e Greek ommunity is the largest foreign 
community in ypt , and the inistry feared the refugees 

i ht be simil ted into it and fail to leave t e coun­
try fter the ,a.r . 
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Report of Interview 
v1ith r . ~ icolaou - 30 oy , 1945 

There were 500 refugees billeted in Cairo 
hotels ana pensions, on an average, under the 
Rep" tr;ation Office besides those at Gezira. 

The gricultural ociety ' s xhi ition} 11 
was divided into cubicles to s .o~ off the different 
crops . The R. O. billeted one fa ily (usually 4 - 5 
persons) per cubicle . (Later camps had one tent 
per family) So~e lived in huts . 

efugees 1ho got ~ obs or joined t e forces ·\!ere 
v,ritten off the . O's books, responsibility fort em 
passing to the office employing them . ~xception - a 
few uho were invalided out of the rmy ,ere returned 
to Gezira, and the R.O . reassumed responsibility for 
their repatriPtion . 

rs . liner ere 1as in ch rge of the Lady 
r~pson Refugee id Bureau . This fund paid refugees ' 

hospital bills, and had eople meet and feed refugees 
arriving late at night . Bureau nad 5 or 6 on staff -
some paid, some volunteer . 

ocket money for Gezira refu ees came from Greek 
lelfare Committee headed by the Greek Red Cross in 
gypt under r . oura.tiadi, its resident . r . Lama­

ra &.nd r . Jean Trio oglu of the lacs 1 Greek Community 
did most oft e ark fr this committee - ~hich also 
provided the teac er for the school for refugee children 
in the Gez:ra band- st nd . 

bout 70 refugees were sent by train to Libya and 
alestine from Gezira . 



e art of Inter-vie v 7i tl. r . l ic olaou 

Ul Division, 26 ~a , 1242 

... GT : r . ... icoln O"J, v 10 had been on t e staff of the 
r1tis Consular f ice in t ens, r(cls one of the first 
roup of evacuees oilleted at Gezira . He later ~oined 

t e ..,t f of the e atriation O ... fice, an UL • 

1 . Gezira 

The first ro .... u 
... ril 1941 . Gezira 
ifte nor t enty 

es ave~ into Gezira at t, e end o 
ms bein re ared for sir. le men . 
le 3ritl~ subjects rere oved in at 

first . 10 ·y they ent to hot ls and ,ere replaced 
of t , 1 o 1e r c lo s s es • by Gree 

Gre 

... or 
ur 

ere in t.e ajority at Gezira at first . 
lod ed t ere ..as 1200 of all nationalities . 

n 12 ul • 41, aoout 150 'altese r :u ee , in transit 
ltese, ex arrived at Gezira . bout 100 more 

eon 27 u ust 41 . 

e ,ere iven n identity c· rd I iJc in Gezir • 
. i th curre t I r a tri .... tion c· rds) They .rere 

arour.d Cairo, o to movies, restaurants, etc . 
resent c s aren ' t free to :!.eave car1ps lithout 

ent oraer ef 1 ees arrivin at Gezir 
e tri tion ice, 1v1n · e, na e, pa:36-

. tior lit , i nci~l e[.,n, uture 1 ns 
to ic to be re· triated, etc . ) etc . T~en 
r • 'i' e os 'le ls identity car li tly 
t 1,"'d a J ot,,era h of tle 

n ri ci le, e 
rc.ir. ou .-., e in 
In r cticc, 

ry or billet· 

rice , .., t .e 
o 10 or 12 
r b erv 

ucees 1ere sen to ·1otels 
nc uneduc ted ones to Gezira 
r_fu ee.., into " 11 and "B" 
in a hit or .iss ... as· i n . 

reJ.u ees com­
efu ees ade 

once , 

v e nu oer of r fJ ees at Gezir 700 to 800 , 
not co ntin to~ in Cair rop r . On 31 D cember 41, t.ere 
ere 3,124 refu es in ezira and airo both, billeted byte 
e tri tion Office . 

he Gezira ei te I r nted fro 
ociety fter l fir;.;it three onth 

fr e . ) 

t c Roy 1 r i cu 1 tu ra 1 
( , en it 1 s loaned rent -

I c O. 
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Gezira Cam> uas closed in July 1942, on accou!1t of 1 
l!'lf'lein. (Note by KS - On chec in 1i th other s.ources, I 

found that Gezira \as co letely closed s a refugee 
c M until June 1943, en the vXCC took it over as a, re­
house. I 1is inforf'l tion ras 1 ter co firmed by r. icolaou.) 
There were 849 refu ees in t e C' _ in July, 1 7 42, os tly 
Greeks of ri tis r ti o li ty and Gr ec: s, 1ho 1e re sent outh 
to Kenya on the insistence of the Gr ek Govern. t, Thie 1 
provided tne s ip .. d ori inated th ove. o e n ed in 
the el i n Cor. o and ot ers in Ta anyika, etc. This m3.s 
t e ori in of the ast frican Refu ee i1istr· tion. ost 
of the refugees left for the south on 4 July 42. fen st yed 
a ::e 1 d s lon er, and then , e""e s e t to os es ells. 

2. Re ntee 

or th first t 10 onths after t o enin of the Re a­
tri~tion Of ice, ooatloads of refJ ees from Greec arrived in 
.uLYPt unan ouncec.... ecurity (S ) \TOU d intero te t e and 
tell the ... o. tat so .y 10uld co e to Gezir•. 

Later they began to come overland via urkey nd yria. 
The Gree and ritist Consuls in Turkey nt the1 to a tr nsit 
cam in le po for interro tion und recruitment· of sin 1 en 
into t e reek rmy. The yptian overn ent en rously 1 t 
them enter .:.Jf!.Y t, with few for lities. 

The i if ux of refu ees t rou h Turkey, yri 
lestine (P"'l stine couldn't old so ny) let t e son-
has sh!'l t lks cul inati1 in reel"' tion 298. T ey st rted 

after Gezira camp wrs .ou1de ees be n "'rrivin fro 
alestine in lar e or anize son reque t d per-

mi ion for 10,000 to enter 

rocl ation ~O. 298, of 12 July 42, re ul the entr nee 
of re u ees ( ust otay ~n c s, ~et jobs only c ns nt of 

y tin Govern ent, su ply no inal role of 11 . ents, etc.) 
their rep tri tion is till v li, t ou so e of its 

sions ere never en creed. (The Refu ee ffice int e 
Division ,as never o ened. ~ 1 ve often tol the y 
Gov rr. nt th t re u ee nve esc ed fro c p butt ere 
rever ro~ecuted. 

Until t e public tior. of 298, th Re tri tion Of ice just 
told the gypti n Govern ent t ts e 200 refu ee under e cart 
,;1ere co in fro lestine to Gezir for exnmple, 

estin tion of efurrees 

Gezira \las a semi-tr 1 sit c The lte e ere ostly 
ev, cu· ted to India. T ori inal pl n ad been to send 11 
refu ee to Indi. ,071 ere ev cut from y t, ot ers 
dis p e red , o t · ob , etc , d j o in ea t e reek or 
ritish r ie • ( no re recruitin~ office in a ro 
t first, s re ere recruite into th Briti h 
rmy .) 

y refugee ,no ot a joo rith t lli 
tri tion Of ice, etc, nd 1 o e identity card 

i order, coul by a·ree ent bet 1een t s n 
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Govern ent, le vet e cm and sta in ypt to do ,ar 

r 

ork . es ea p ic tot ose enterin 
orces . 

lhe Britis 
u ee out of 

s res onsiblc 
en t mr j o s 

the llied armed 

or ... ending t e 
ere over . 

3. ice 

tri tion ffice 1 s t 
r.d nd U • follo 

undamentally like t' e 
e 1 tter ny 
ctivi ties . 

first to de 1 ith t e 
ed in its footsteps . 

- U1 RR ca s , exc e t 
ees, more st ff and ore 

• 
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hepo,t o.t Int..erylev, vlt-n · r. J. l'. Pc tt -1•::,onJ Assistant 

:.,o Lne Deputy Cniel' (Ba .... .n:an is sion) .,:or 

Lis tr lb tlon and runspor·t 

~ebruary ~ J 945. 

In Sep temoe.r .._~4'• a su1~vey 01 .c.rlRA ca ups •.u 

• Youd.· 11 D , ..L t.1.· .i. nu c. .... o • · , 1..,nc.1ur11..:ey 

Youd.l.. ~n 

Ar. , .t. 11 1·y~1· v a a.._S() LU Cairo .l.!l uept,O bdr 

e,clc , of UuP 

Tne vi.sit o· tn(,.; oov·.ou1· to a..1.. c.:·.ap,_, tooi.c pu1.\.!e 

at t.n , tin•', .:,p nt ubout 

out 

i. c. va.1c o tnc .. e .... .., o-· t.1.1~ p, •· t to ~~c ~r t""j_ 1lb t t 1 nar ce..) 

\, l t,ll io.1.1. ci1 u i·et i.'ueu o ... 0:1.·e Lu~ 

o i.· :..n p •· t . 

r g . e . ~n ~ er 1 1<1::i l,{l t: O. i .l.Ol.l ... 

4. ~ Id an v · c. ().'.; by tn \, a1· e a1· t en 

o c.: ... se o nis o le ~ 

0 nere . t one ti e 1e in 

~ c..r 5e o t.: e 1u· ay V-- 10.11. ~ • nu c:1. .... a..., Lc1~tle t uo e nor 

i ' y . ,nen 1..,a ro n .... a t a ·a 
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e_ :or U 1rtA, ucn ~s tn~ h .P. O. 

rrn :., D pul'L 1:: t ui .10t exi_t unti.1. Lhe C.1' b.t;ion o 

Bu a! 

.l' t, lC .., -~cti U. 0 • .... t · .J.: ·or o ... t .... . 

[ · -c:u.., ... 1.01..; ..... n uo e ... · o • ... e ,.u i.teu 

Ln<;J . b~ · ug u ... .1. ...!1'1:;:Q th<.: vo.... o... L-n c u~ i .:.>t> ... u c:.1. u 

o · u t, l-1 ,, .a. 1· 1 .i. 1c...n-;e ciu A.a .1iu L:;; Lr·n t. Lou 
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&eport or lntervi • with Kr. J. T. 2atteraon, MBistant 

to the »eputy Chief (Balkan Kisaion) for 

~istribution and transport. 

lebruary 16, 1946 • 

• ~atterson arrived in Oairo from Borth Africa 

Jo 

on Karch 18, 19U. He had been with Oi RO in Borth .Africa 

for 11 montha - in Tunisia and .Algeria, and in Corsica -

doing administrative and distribution ork, aurveys for 

determining th extent of relief supplies needed in those 

areaa, and working out 1th th authorities methods of 

di tribution. He surveyed Coraica with two others in 

ovember 1943, and made recorunendationa on stock require-

menta in Alg era. On bruary 1, 1944, he transferred 

job hich had been offered him in ~eoember, 

1943, 

• rsten1ang arrived in orth .Africa 1th O IC in 

the aummer of 1943. H aa transferred to Cairo in the 

fall of that year, and to the U A payroll in January 1944, 

• £roh r arrive in airo 1th ~'l1RO a11d transferred 

rioan gation linanoe Office handled ll1&llJ 

matter a for U a lat aa ay and June 1944. 

u.._~ had it office in th American Oonaulate during 

the mont of roh, 
• a 
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located in th Camps Livision building. On June 1. 1944. 

both UR.RA and A moved to the building on ~ar- 1-~hifa. 

OJ~RO beoame part of J'EA and oeaa d to exist on ~ep-

tember 26. 1943. by virtue of an Eiecutive Order from 

~resident Roosevelt merging the Office of Lend Lease dmin-

iatration, the Board of Bconomic arfare, and OFiRO. But 

there was an understanding between Lehman and Crowley that 

OtiRO organization and staff would not be disturbed; the 

UlifiliA Atlantia City Conference was about to start and the 

O~FRO staff would be needed for Uil~RA, therefore, Xanthaky, 

Gerstenzang and others were put on the F~A payroll until 

such time as they would be taken over by UNL1EA. 

~uat before Christmas 1943 U.iittB.A Washington offered 

jobs to aom of the o.11.utO orth African staff. The 0.111FRO 

staff included: 

a) !hose ho were not offered U~RRA Jobs, 

b) those who were offered U.IililiA jobs and aooepted; 

o) those who were offered U ~RA Jobs and declined them. 

Later oame ~ryer, ~rownbridge, Youdin, £atterson, Jaoobs, 

oCandliah, and maybe James Harkash and James lalok. 

els y, Mrs. ~evereid. Archer and Ger tenzang came as 

part of c.a'b1RO or RA. 0b'FR0, though put on the FEJ. budget, 

oont inued, on a gentlemen' a agreement, to :tune ti on as o;'F.ao 

for about three months, until u mu waa organized; it •a 
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teohnioally absorbed. though actually Just housed. waiting 

for UJ:»l,\.ItA. 

~uring this three JllOnth period Lehman sent Gerstenzang 

to Cairo aa advance representative, because he assumed 

there would be a field for UlililiA in the Mediterranean and 

th Balk8!18. Geratenaang and Moher kept the United ~tatea 

in the pioture 1-re, in preparation for Ulll.RRJ. in oaae UlililiA 

ahould be organiz d, or for Ol~RO in the eventuality that 

01 BO ahould continue to •zist. Th 1r work was primar117 

that ot liaison. 

Bet en ~eoemb r 19,3 ud Karoh 1944 ther waa talk 

in Cairo ot the creation ot an U~ Balkan Kisaion, of th 

operations in the .Balkana. Until Maroh, when GoTernor 

L bran arrived., nothiq but the take-over ot the oamps had 
• 

ie n aoooapliahe4. 

In pt mber 19,3 aeTeral of th onao ataft in orth 

Africa ue 4etailed for a month to inapeot ud report on 

the~ .... oamp. Mr. Patt raon Tiaited Koaea ell.a, Baita, 

eppo, aD4 out- 1-Qar tuge ampa (thi lat being Juet 

a ahad.ow7 --.il,MA r• ponaibilit7). he• were the onl7 oampa 

then in eziatenoe, ezoeptiag the aampa for Pole and thoae 
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in East Africa. Kr • .Patterson's r port on these camp 

is filed in the OFFRO Library in ashington. 

Ralfa Camp ent out of existence, or nearly so, 

by the time that UN.RR.& came into b ~ing. 

Kr. J..anthaky has a report written by Kr • .Patterson 

73 

on the estimated cost of operating the MERRA Campa. Mr. 

Patterson oarm to the conclusion that no estimate could be 1 

made because of the ace oo.nt s being in suo h a mess. ( This 

report is a two-page on dated late Karoh or early April, 

1944.) ' 

The reason that OFDRO sent Kr • .Patterson to inspect 

the canps was that OEERO beli ved it might operate similar 

camps; or that, if UNRR.& was organized, UNRRA might either 

run similar camps or take over the liE.liliA oampa • 

• J?atterson•s report of September 1943 was brought 

up to date by him in aroh, 1944, for aahington. 

There were preliminary talks between OFFRO snd MEBRA 

on the possibility of a take-over, but nothing was really 

dom until Governor Lehman arrived in arch. Mr. Xanthaky 

(or Kr • .Pickard) is the beat source of information on the 

take-over of .IL&RRA by umm._ 

Keauar-~ ••••aee7-leaua, 

Keaars. anthaky and Youdin and General Chick ring 



- 6 -

arrived in Oairo on March li, at the same time as llr. 

2atterson. Governor .Lehman arrived a few days later; as 

also did llr. Jackso~,from London. 

Begotiations in Cairo were started between the 

Military and »~RBA re: 

a) arrangements between UliliRA and the llilitary for 

operations in the Balkans; 

b) take-over o~ ~Bal by UliRRA. 

easrs. Roseman and Geratenzang participated in these nego­

tiations. Satisfactory agreements were oonoluded on both 

points. Th Jpril 3, or Cairo Agreement 1th the Military 

was signed, and pursuant to this agreement llERRJ. e.ai•••aff 

organization, such of the DRRJ. staff as as willing, and 

the DiRA oampa were to be taken over by UBRRJ. on llay 1. 

~ir William atthewa was offered and accepted the post 

of Chief of the Bal~an Mission which was to be set up. 

llr. Moher, who had been top Ui&iJ. man here, was offered 

the paa,t of Chief of the Greeoe Misaion. 

Prior to Ma.v 1 the UlililiA offioe and atatt in uairo waa 

• 
JUMt an ou tpoat. 

the reaeon for the dRlU take-over waa on a higher 

aahington-~ondon level: p~inoipally beoause the Dritiah 

/'1 

wanted to be relieved of the experuie, and the ~z;itiu Military 
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wante4 to be ri& of the responsibility. 

irom the day of the signature of the llKBRJ. agreement 

the ~r ·t1ah started to whittle down their responsibilitiea: 

l ) in the matter of supplies. !rhe Military had agreed 

to continue to supply the ~amps; 

2 in th matter of personnel. ~h• ailitary had agreed 

to keep up their war establishment until UililU, had had 

time t~ replaae the military personnel. 

:.i:he Uairo Agreement waa not ratified until the tal 1 

of 194•, but U~ op rated throughout the aummer on the 

assumption that it wouJ.d be ratified. 

MUe to a complete laok of oler1oa1 staff, 

Patterson had to do hia own t1})1Dg llZltil -
1111

• 

• 
records were ~•pt. 

Kr. 

.J, 944, 8.!ld 110 

UJiHR4•a operatiollS Up to aa7 ••re l1m.ited to: 

a) Planning the take-over ot .11.lC!UU; 

b, Plan11111g B&lk&ll opera~iOnM; &lld 

oj making oontaot. 

:.:he U.IIJilu. orgaa1zat1on gre 1110-.17 through J&a,y am .JUZ1e; 

but not 1111t11 olu.17 oou.lct mucn more than. Pllllllling be acoom-

--~----.. --
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P..ep ort of ra.lk Given by ~ r. v . l • ierce, .visplac ed ers ons i vis ion . 
Late !0Vem er, 1944 

.i'his Division vlill probably last lont;er tban the Balken :_ission • 

.Dhe Displaced Persons ivision will operate in the uropean, fric~.n , 
and. siatic continents, though theoretic lly in the Balkan Mission . 
The Balkan I ission operations will be the largest outside of Germany . 

~he D ~ivis±~n, alkan ~ ission, used to include all Ps, but for op­
erational reasons it no longer does. It is now concerned onl with repa­
triation, not ~ith internal displaced persons . In the Balkan ission, tte 
'Jelfare Livision will probably take care of this work . 

'l'he Displaced ersons .J.Jivision generally assumes responsibility for 
"United Nations ationals displaced as a. result of the Har" • ..Lhese are 
carefully chosen words . Our authority is limited by Council 's plans , 
etc., and there u re some exceptions. r.ihe DP Division can assume respon­
sibility for expulsion of enemy nationals from ~reece, for example , if 
the Greek 'overnment so requests. It will only get them over the Greek 
borde_·s, 9cnd then wash its hands of them • 

. 
The 1 ontreal Council of September 44 established a vague and difficult 
resolution allowing uNRH.1: to assist with the care and repatriation of en-

emy nationals w o ere persecuted and exiled on account of race, relig­
ion, or activities on behalf of the United rations . Q,uery--how to 
prove their claims. 

m·RR can also help risoners of ,ar , if specifically requested by their 
government to do so . -or example, if Polish Government asks , UN P. can 
repatriate -olish Prisoners of 1 Ter from Germany . (I.e., prisoners forced 
into labor in ermany. Polish government may feel they worked too vol­
untarily, an thus should not be given military repatriation, bu t civil, 
like ot~er forced l~borers.) 

Hence the P .uivismon is limited by authority;/. and resolutions. • lso 
by L·eograpby . It hos authority to operate in the :Jnited Nations liberated 
arr->1. , out not in neutral countries. Tfe cannot send a repatriation mis ­
sion to displaced persons in 0witzerland , for exa ple . 

RP .. authority in enemy countries is very lit ited. United Nations ·at ­
ior.als, Italians , a.nd .uode cs.nese only. 1'be .J.ontreal Conferer.ce resolu-
ti n extended certain ill ::1 ..A services to Italian Nationals , as p rtly pro­
lly , and to .uodecanese as Greek . The latter will receive the sa~e treat­

ment as Lrr eeks . 

ffiR .. can only repatrinte oles f rom Greece to oland if the olish uov­
ernmcnt wishes . ID A is the servant of tl e go·ernment . 

nether l:iimitation concerns c·.re for United Nations nationals in non-li­
berated areas . Care and repatriation is allowed for bona fide destitute 
refugees, having indigency and ,ar refugee status . 1 Jan 38, pre- n­
schluss, is generally accepted as the beginning of this war , nnd this 
da.te will be used to decide war refugee status. Indigency is harder to 
determine . 

The tlliRRA Displaced ;ersons ~ivision uorks in a fairly rigid legalistic 
fra~ework , which gives aut ority to do this , but not th8t . 

A short time ago a multilateral agreement among all tbe United ~ations 
was reached, in an attempt to standardize care and repatriation of dis­
placed pers ns , ii th UN .. R , in general , to supervise. That is, standards 
of care and maintenance by Hol l nd, for example, of rench refugees in 
Holland . 



,> 
• There ',ill probably be local agreements between countries, or betV1een m;_ 

F. and the c0untries, on what RR will do with regc..rd to displaced per­
sons. 

he isplaced ersons ivision is in the Balkan ission for administra­
tive reasons--actually it has a much ·wider geographical scope--India, & 
auritius, to outh Aftica . 

The uivision is also responsible for reception of repa~riated displaced 
persons--this and maintenance are joint duties with amps and ,folfare 

ivisions . 

In the iddle ast Eefugees include Greeks, Jugoslavians, and oles. ~he 
first t rn are Tit hin the scope of the Balkan is s ion, but t .. e oles are 
no t . .L-or are the Dodecanese to be returned to an enemy country. 

oses ells - --Greeks 
1 1att------Jugoslavians 

Jugoslavia,,ias (and It liansT) 
luseirat------ reeks and Dodecanese 

leppo--------:reeks and miscellaneous 

ihere 
t he 

e about 100,000 United -ations nationals to be repatriated from 
iddle East, India, etc . , by UlL~ ispl? ced ersons Division . 

D ~ivision has a liaison o ficer near ~H in Italy, to get transport 
for refugees,i also with the odec nese and troops there . lhere is a 
big London isplaced ersons office . 

Cairo will remain the }IQ. of the Balkan Displaced ersons ivisirm , reg rd-
1 ess of w ere the ~alkan . ission goes, bee use Cairo is the Middle ~ast 
transport cer.ter. ~he rill be District isplaced ersons fficers in 

leppo, Iran, India, and ast. frica . 

Registration of Refugees - -system used earlier by the ritish . Duplicate 
cards re made out; one stays with but not on the refugee, and is visaed 
like a passport, t_q get him through transit countries and into his o"m . 
ie carries an UNR! inform tion card, showing he ' s suitable for re~atri -
ation . The duplicate card stays with illR."qA H and is indexed tilree ~ays -­
by present billet, home to,m, and profession , so that country ' s wishes 
nan pe given priority . 

l. O one is sent home by UNRRA till he has een a proved in advance by a re ­
present tive of his government (consul?) . Orne systc. will be used during 
the ilitary period . lo one s hould be returned if home politics would 
endan·er his life . 

ransport , war supplies n eds , a.nd politics , and crossing countries , are 
difficulties; n general the refugees are healthy and badly needed by 
their governments . 
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,e ort of nterviev, with ,~r . ... . H. reston, 1 esiaent epresentative 
t· e lntergovernmental oihmittee on uefugees in the iddle ast . 
b an 4? 

01:i J led oy 0 ~ G~,~•'•""-a1robi Confererce , / ritish ~o?ernment 
'onsists of: 

C o 1 on ia 1 , e t c • 

uovernors of .er.ya , Uganda, anganyika, and ya ~aland , of v ich enya 
st e most im ort~nt . lhey confer at lairobi evpry tree or four months . 

ln tl e pring of 1942, 10000 oles got to .i.'e eran - -about 102,000 oles got 
out of rlussia, of l½million de orte in 1939 . bout 80 , 00 oles joined t e 

oJish forces , · nd we h v the rest . 

1he r1tish MOassador r equested ~e rele se oft e oles to join the 
lied ... orces in the est . lhe u tral ian Government was protecting o-

lish interest in ussia; the ~ olish Government kept informed, but had no d 
dip omatic relations 1ith ussia then and therefore had no part in the 
egotiat1ons . 

11 of ou bh and ast .. frica :Vere short of food . 

dem· rche was made to get more olesout of -ussia , but ussia refused . 

1he oles in ersia were blocking the line of communic tion , of the 10th 
rmy , so the British uovernment asked the Governors' Conference to take 

10, 00 oles . Now there are 17 , 800 . 

n June , 1942 came a request to take 5 , 000 reeks and ugoslavs . t the 
sa e time res ton strirted tA..lks \lith the elgian vongo aut :10rities --their 
represent:Jtive in .t e ~-to t . P o~ 

ihe .uast fricar ~[ti& J~Off vvn Ivru. Q oy the governors to ad ­
minister t ese refugee camps . British Colonial Givil ~ervice administers 
t em , and expPn es re ch rged to the lolish overnment . -he a me ex-
pense system obtain lith the oles in ... •e er n- - only h liaison . 

ire rlepatriat1on ffice was started in stanbul in 1940 or 1941 . H as 
transferred to airo-- the ,epatriation ffice was a ranc of the .Jritish 
~~o ~sy ts me buildin as ) ~n st·rted t e first Gezira camp for 
'reeks . l'he Repatri tiori1)Jj ic,g_,~P1t on from pril 1941 till R took ove 
over in ugust 19 2 . ~~,~~ ltese refugees to India . In eneral , 
· ndled refugees who ca~e oJt o. t1e alk·ns under the aegis oft e Bri ­

tish 1 et int e prin of 1942 . he British ambassador in iurkey tol 
r ston to stort the ~epatriation Office , nd the center ras oved to Cairo 

in pr 1 1941 . 1 he Off ice ha.d the sa e functions as R . , on a smaller 
scale . 

lhe ir.1ster of ·tate ' s ffice e~tablished, R! , and took over re atri ­
atio11 , because it ~as dealing lith oJes in ersia which were not an m­

bossy commitmen t. inister of ·tate ' s vffice 1,as forming in 1941--
r • ..treston o· ys the elief .5ection of t e inistry of tate Is not 

estaolished until t he liquidation of. , and is still going to deal 
,lt ills • 

. en t e in1str of tate established ,RRA , it 
atthevs , ao he d, ~d reston oecame ~o . 2 . 

,an ed its o m m n, 
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Intervie with Mr. Roseman. 

Kr. Roseman arrived in Oairo on Karch 20; 1944. 

ll• was to have met Governor Lehman here. but Lehman waa 

detained in ilgi•• with a broken l•~• 

We were at that time negotiating with the military 

re l&i.iili.A &ad the question of the 41>ril :5 agreement, and 

talks oa the aubJect were being held in Oairo between 

Lehman, .anthalty, Jackson and .Roseman. Archer, ¥.elsey 

and Gerstenzang were al o here; they had originally come 

out aa 01(80 employeea, then transferred to DJ., and finally 

to u lilU.. 

~he chief points discussed at the talk on 11111, ••re: 

1) b basis for the tak -oT r. the policy had already 

been agreed on bet een London and aahington; but the quea-

tion to be ettled was whether the Britiah Government would 

continue to give to UliliBA all the aaaiatance and fic111t1ea 

it had previously given to IWHEA, such as military personnel, 

ration, and other auppl1••• 

per onnel. 

It was realized that a final deciaion - -especially 

in regard to military per onnel a.ad aerv1oea - would have to 
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be made in London, and Hugh ~ackson therefore departed 

for London to exp&dite a settlement of the matter. 

Negotiations in London were not completed until the end 

of June, and May 1, 1944, was agreed on retroactively 

as the date for the tak•~over. ~he fundamental agree-

ment for the take-over had. already been mad at .tlantio 

~ity, and the arrangements concluded in ~airo - for the 

take-over and cond.itions of ~ervice - were funa.amental~y 

approved in ~ondon. 

until around January 1, 1944, when the llilitt:i.ry 

decided to bring down ~ugoslav refugee \Who by March 

were arriving by the thousands), ~~A w~s a small organi­

zation and dealt only with ~reeka • 

.t>-tteraon, .iacobs, 1oua.in and cvand.litth came from 

Casablanca to join the t:imall u~RRA staff. ihere watl very 

little change in camp operation~, which carried on pretty 

much the same as they had under .IUi.rtRA. 

~ound ~une l volonel AOBs was transferred from 

~eheran and uamps ~1v1~1on was eatab1i~hec1. a~ an independen~ 

entity, with functioru:i increasing grac1.ua11y along ~alkan 

lines. u.NRIU doctors were arriving and began to strengthen 

the health program, this constituting the major change 1n 

wampe Vperatione 
• 



- 3 -

Discussions with the Egyptian Government on the sub-

ject of the take-over of DllRA went on contemporaneously. 

I 

Two main questions came up in these discussions, the first 

• was as to whether UNRRA would take over lCERRA~e responsibility 

for the repatriation of refugees who had come prior to the date 

of the take-over, Kay 1, 19'4; the second was as regards who 

would assume responsibility for atateless persons. 

lilegotiations with the llilitary in regard to the Balkans. 

The Balkans had been regarded as the responsibility of the Brit-

-- ish Military ssisted by Yoluntary Societies, and,to some ex'llant, 

by DRRA. In ~ebruary 1944 the Combined Chiefs of Staff in 

ashington (?) decided that, instead of being the respons1bil.11ty 

of the British llilitary and~, the Balkans should thereafter 

be a joint Allied-UNRRa responsibility~ 

hen Governor Lehman arrived KL was Just beginning to 

assume an Allied character, with American officers who were 

arriTing. The agreement of pril 3 was discussed between 

Governor Lehman, Jackson and Roseman representing UNRRA on 
• o.-c .. .. W\ 

the one aide, and Brigadier Hughes, Smith~De~ian and Colonel 

Bellm re~resenting KL on the other side. The major issues 

discussed werea 

a) tbe question of integration; 

b) the relative responsibility of UNRRA and the military; 
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c) the chain of comnand to be established; and 

d) the Voluntary Society personnel required. 

The point at issue was whether UNRRA would simply take 

• over ny tasks which the Military might assign to it, or 

whether it would be really integrated with the Military. 

I 

The Military wanted full integration, with no separate 

chain of command, whereas UNRRA wanted to maintain its 

identity as an international organization. 

' 
The discussions turned on the question of responsibility 

- for supplies, the Military agreeing to furnish all the - supplies; and relatively little discussion was held on 

the actual plan of operations. Sir illiam Matthes had 

not t that time been appointed Chief of the Balkan Mission 

and was not therefore greatly involved in the talks, though 

he was consulted on the plans. 

The question of Balkan Supply Center arose because 

of the need of the Military for assistance in planning 
, 

the non-military supply requirements of the Balkans. The 

function of such a supply center was to have been similar 

to that of 14ESC. As a result of talks between Governor 

Lehman and Conmander Jackson, it was decided that a Bal n 

Supp!y Center would be unnecessary, as UNRRA supply specialiits 

could assist the Military during the period before UNRRA would 
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take over. Power politics as well as personal questions 

ere involved. Landis felt that the Balkan Supply Center 

would ensure u.s. participation in the Balkan supply picture, 

and also there as the consideration that Landis' job was 

done. The Scott-Linebaugh report on the subject resulted 

n the question of a Balkan Supply Center being definitely 

discarded. There was press announcement to the effect 

that it had been established, but its implementation was never 

approved by either ashington or London. 

The Russian Minister to Egypt, Kr. Novakov, discussed 

the question of the Balkan Supply Center with Lord Koyne and 

Jlr. Roseman in Kay 1944, and Jlr. Roseman asked Archer to take 

Jlr. ovakov to see Levison in regard to the matter. ovakov 

was against the project because he believed it to be another 

Anglo :er ican agency. 

The Jlilitary endeavored to whittle down i a responsi­

bili tiea 1n various w,qaa 

1) It tried to diminish the amount of supplies furnished. 

RRA protested, claiming that n would have to repatriate 

the refugees. 

2) It endeavored to get UNRRA to set definite date for 

the repatriation of refugees, which UNRRA refused to do. 

3) It tried to reduce its military personnel, UNRRA ob­

Jecting on the grounds that: a) we needed all the military be-
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cause of security reasons; b) unless the British civilianized 

~c,I, 
their personnel, the Camps wi'H. become an all American respon-

sibility, which would not be a good thing • 

e have continued our supply program, which has been 

our biggest worry. 

About mid- tigust it looked as though we would soon begin 

to operate in Greece, and UNRRA personnel was arriV-ing in 

good numbers. Conversations on the subject of responsibility 

for distribution were first held between Mr. Gerstenzang and 

Brigadier King. 

Generals Sadler and Hughes went to Italy,and while 

they were away Brigadier Smith-Dor t.«.~- who was very anti-

merica.n - issued the ugust 29 directive. Mr. oseman imme-

diately sent this directive to tashington. 8i~ William M~~~how& 

Sir Williarii Mat the rn evinced great displeasure, and the Combil)e d 

-<hl. 
Chiefs of Staff in ashiftgton declared that Smith-Dor n had 

gone too far. There was then issued the directive of September 

16, whlch proved to be a generally satisfactory compromise. 

Until August there had been no definite pl n of opera-

tions. UNRRA was expecting to perform va rious tasks on its 

own responsibility, especially those ~f supply and distribution, 

which it was thought the Military would turn over to UNRRA 

in toto. But the Military were s.till not satisfied ~ith this 

arrangement. 
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In the talks on the subject, Sir il ' iam Matthews and 

Mr. ickard spoke f.or MER ; Xa.nthaky, Lehman, Jackson and 

• 
Roseman for UN • 

One of the main 
;,_lf;.t~ 

points discussed
1

was wheth~ t;;; cost 

of Briti-.h installations should be set down as 1the British 

contribution. In the end the British Government decided to 

donate them. 

No agreement was signed between Sir William lla ttnews 

- and Governor Lehman. The actual negotiations regarding l[ERRA, 

- conducted by Sir Frederick Leith-Ross, took place in London. 

All the talks w 1th Governor Lehman were held at Ambassador 

Kirk's house, to which Governor Lehman was confined with a 

broken leg. 
~ " \ '1V' ltlt,,ztJ' 

llr. Roseman acted as~Deputy~until r. Killer arrived, 

in addition to heading inance and Administration, and acting 

as general r ·nancial adviser. Kr. Hendrickson had not yet 

arrived. 



... epo:ct 1oft_._nterviewtwit: ~r . hilip Janford, vecretc::ry; vairo vo un ary 0oc1e -1es , JJec . 44 ouncil of 

1 here have 1666 volunteers from the societies, 500 from Gr at ~rita1n , 
or between 20 & 25 teams • 

... he Cairo Gouncil is intern· ti"nal . Its"a.llies" are tre Greek and Jufo­
sla,v Red Cross . 

iss vifford of ..,,..R.l{A 'lelfare ivis ion has the minutes of meetines of the 
persornel sub - committee of ,airo Council . (0he did all the real plan -
n in[. . ) arr at t ...5r own was the cl1airman . 

he 1'ra.inine- vubcomrnittee functi Jned until June 44 , ,:hen it was re ­
pl3ced oy t·.e ueneral l!ommittee • 

... he first .oritish team ~s a group of 32 people wr o came to Gairo in 
•eb 44 l43?J ·he first ~mericar. tean came in - y or June 1944 • 

.e .l.})e first teams were thought of in connection, ith refue:ee camps . 
c m!.) ic,,ea was subse0uently aro ed , but the team idea vr s kept . 
it is necessary to have disciplined teams , not individuals , ,orkin 
the .. rr:iy . 

ls o 
with 

ormerly the . rmy notified ... A which notified the Cairo C0uncil ich 
notified the individual societies . "he Cairo 'ouncil allocated the teams . 
,ow the .t1.rmy notifies the elf· re Division of ~R.. wrich tells the Cairo 
Council , ~hich takes the necessary steps to get the people moved . t e 
Cairo ~ouncil is res onsi le for individual discipline and persons in 
the teams . 1 ne r..rmny enuips them . 

~reat changes h8ve come since une of 1944 when the ,elfare ivision 
WAS established . 

ihe british societies ins i st on autonomy , and their own uniforms when they 
have them . 1hey expect to work i~ the Balkans long after ~RI is dead 
nnd gor:e . 

99~ of a te,m is from the same society . 
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• eport of interview with r . L. L. 
7 ar 45 

cranton, .gricultural & •isheries 

e files were taken over from Central .egistry only about a month ago 
hey are mostly re technical m'""tters --what sort of supplies should be set 

up for country missions . 

r . vcranton's division ha~ worked very closely with .tL opposite numbers, 
especially 1n ... reec~, rhere they h· d adjoinin _ offices . .1.here was much 
exchange of information on needs in the field , and travelling about the 
country vn th L officers . 

e;ri. R and 
ent to ital • 

for talks d th 

gri . M H tolks took place last summer , before ... L .0alkans 
oat the BalkPn level there has been Jittle o~portunity f D 

L, who oved out 4 or 5 months ago . 

.iaison & cooperation between ·RR & _"L has been oest in 'gricultural Di ­
vision , primarily oecause they ' re the s·,me type of people , with the same 
tb"lining nd aims . "'L gri . ·1s interested , as ill-l"RRA was, only in doing 
a professional joo . Some were t rained agriculturalists , otheres farmers , 
a very fine bunch on the whole . Col • .Llickey , the L officer in charge 

of the ... reek 1.gricultural program , was Officer in vharge of the gricul­
tural program in taly forte llied ""ormnis ion , nnd agricult nrally 
trained . 

Lis responsible for bringing in agricultural supplies for the first 6 
mor. hs . e helryed them develop their supply plans ·nd demands , and they 
took much of our advice in vreece . griculture is one of the few UNRR 
divisions h1.ch .a always h d very good cooperation and relations 1ili th 

• 

Col . Dickie (~ickey?) -- reece gricultural officer in charge . 
aj . .. a ... ker-- ugoslavia ... L .Agricultural officer in ch~rge . uur men helped 
Talker set up his list of deman sand scheduling to the various plants . 

aj . (.) cDouc:al orter is L ricultural L)ffic r for lbania., and has 
, orked very closely with our •. cDaniels on pl:.rnnint and programm ng, wl:ich 
is bout as far as they've gotten . 

~r . crantor.: 

Joined OFFRO in ay 1943 . He joined lilIBRA on 1 Jan 44 ( 1hen it was formed) , 
aid arrived in Cairo in July 44 , a s gricultu r al ehabili t ation ~~e c ial-

1st, to help r . elsey who ias then .uirector for the Balka.ns . 1 e, 
elsey , eek , • cDaniels drew up the first agricu l tural programs for Greece 

bania , and Jugoslavia . 

ln ovemoer 44, when the ~ureau of upply 1as set up in ~ples, Kelsey ap -
inted cranton as his neputy for agricultural supplies and requirements 

t ere • .LIUring October , 1ovember , and p9rt of ecember , -r . cicran t on 
worked on agr1 . su ply programs and shippin~ schedule . rte helped the is ­
□ 1ons at sari and van ..>pirito . 

r . ·elsey s a pointed direc or for G-reece in JJec 44 , and cranton was 
made eri . Director for the 3alk-r.s nd also for tre lbanian ission . 
~t the oeginnin~ of ~ebruary he "ent to thens to meet th~ Greek inister 
of griculture re is directors and bureau chiefs (no notes or minutes 
ere ta en of these discussions) Qnd helped them draw up the i r final pre ­

sentation of needs for rgricultural sup lies forte first three months of 
t e agricultural period . r . ccranton carried on eenera~ly till Kelsey 
rrived in mid - ebruarJ . bout 21-a3 ~ebruary , he went to ~ar. pirito 



, 

gri . 
and, as/Dirctor for the ;;aJkans discussed agricultural personnel needs 
( numoer a.nd types) for the Jugoslavian J. iss ion . He was at rluvo when 
t-he loania.n Lission was dissolved, so he transferred their agricultural 
personnel to t: e Jugoslavia _ ission . 

i"e is now winding up the Balka.n tission, and g tting staff transferred to 
the country missions . Our main JOO in Cairo was recruiting agricultural 
p~rsonne1 for t e country missions ;:rnd that is r.o 'I nearly done . 
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Interview 1ith rs. Lois Sevareid, ssistant to 
the Chief of the Greece fission, on 28 February 1945 

~rs . Sevareid joined the organization in \ashington 

on 3 eptember 1943. She was alerted to go to lgiers, and was 

scheduled to sail on 15 October 1944. She was the first woman 

to go abroad for A, which was then under the otate Department. 

he was disalerted on account of the zores greement, since her 

scheduled sailing was on a ortuges~ boat and the Germans would 

no longer guarantee its safety. uhe joined as a cJerk-stenographer, 

having been previously on the Comite Internationale de 1 1 nfance, 

, A, and with an organization to repatriate Americans wounded in 

SJain. 

Originally, Mr . Ben Yerriman was appointed Director of 

the Balkan Mission to do planning of operations for OFJ?RO, but 

he never came to airo . He was Professor of .. 
Arci1eology at 

rinceton. then 1 r. Lerriman failed to come, Mr . Laird re:her, 

who ha been Near- as:t oundation irector for twenty years in 

the Balkans and J'iddle a.st, took over this position. r. rcher 

arrived in mid-November. 1wo girls went to lgiers for OFFRO in 

June, and rs. evareid followed, arriving in Cairo on 1 December 1943 

by plane. 

lr . Gerstenzang had come from lgiers about the last 

of ctober, 1943, as the first OFl!1RO man in Cairo. The office was 

then a part of .1! , and was supervised in the merican Legation 

by r. Landis. 

rs. evareid was l r. Archer's secretary. r. - els ey 

arrived on hristMas Day , 1943. These four people - r. rcher, 

Mr . Gerstenzang, ... r. Kelsey and 1 rs. evareid set up files and 

an office in airo. The four of them lived in a villa~ 

hich became more or less semi-official headquarters 

for the airo office. 

In ecember, a cable arrived asking if. these four would 

like to join IDRR • llr. Landis was in the United tates, but advised 

them not to join mrn because be wa.s trying to organize the Balkan 
up ply enter. r. Landis returned to airo in February. 
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bout March, 1944, they were paid by both F= .nd UNRRA, 

but an arrangement was later worked out whereby March 15th was 

established as the dividing date - the date on hich they became 

officially U1RR personnel. 

1 .. r. Landis continued to supervise all cables from the 

office; but in spite of tbis control, he failed to give the office 

the equipment mich was needed for the work to be done. l rs. ~evareid 

took on the additional duties of chief accountant, and interviewed 
. 

job-3eekers, managed the office, etc. , as well as continuing her 

secretarial work. 

About 12 ~ebruary argaret rnstein and Colonel right 

• arrived as U:NRR personn_el, followed by Colonel Brown and later 

e the lgiers O•FRO group . The situation was anomalous - under 

r. rcher's supervision, but without clear-cut lines of authority . 

s an example, the F' Office anager took away.the cleaning service 

for the office, since in her view UNRR was no longer OFFRO. The 

office :,as without funds and without supplies. 

rom the beginning, r. rcher was dealing with the 

Greek, Albanian and Yugoslav governments and planning Ul. operations. 

He was also planning fusion with. 

Important documents dealing with the U 

with Sir Tilliam atthews. 

fusion are 

letter of 11 ecember 1943 from Governor Lehman to rr . Ben omith 

of the British 1 ba.ssy in ,Vashington ~ the Balkan Supply Center 

and U:L R ; and i.1ire of about 12-20 ecembe;r re joining U ... R • 

In February a letter arrived from 1-r. Hugh Jackson to r. rcher, 

dnted 4 Janu·ry, which was the first indication to r. rcher that 

m_R· wanted to take over 'RRA with ir ,illiam atthews as head. 

This proposal is also in a letter of December 

Jir ,illiam v10uld head the Uh"P.P Balkan "ission . 

suggest.:.ng that 

l r. Hugh Jackson's letter to ommander Jackson of about 

20 ]'arcb 1944 was tbe first important letter~ the RR takeover. 

r. Jackson had done preliminary negotiations rith the Foreign 
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s. evareid 

ffice in London regarding the take-over, and then c ~me to 

airo to talk with Sir illiam atthe sand the inister Resident, 

Lord oyne. 11 was settled, except for finance matters, in these 

talks and those ith Governor Lehman • 

iss rnstein, t io doctors, and other U.S. ublic Heal th 

ervice nurses and doct9rs assigned to UN , went into the 

camps s soon as t ey arrived - about ebruary 1944. 

r. G rstenzang dealt with the olish situation. 

Governor Lehman arrived and finished off the talks about 

re ,_ 1944. 

hortly before Governor Lehman left, Mr. oseman arrived 

nd began dr wing up tables of organization for the Balkan ission, 

l,i tr ir illi m atthews as Chief, r. Gerstenzang as Chief of 

Distribution and Tr nsport, and r. oseman Chief of Finance a.nd 

dministration. r. rcher was hief of the Greece ission. 

One problem of organization which caused much worry was 

the terms of service. 

Ihe fusion on paper was accomplished as of 1 ray 1944, 

ut ,ir illiam atthews was busy polishing off • The united 

o:ffices of and UL moved into rel hifa as of 1 June 1944, 

hen ir illi m re lly took over. 

The set-up s one of im rovisation all along. There ra.s 

never a sufficient staff. r. Greenstein arrived in June; 

r. lkinton of equirements and upply arrived in July or ugust; 

so that, ~t first, non-experts made the policy decisions. The first 

six months were spent in planning, 1) the take-over; 2) ilitary 

Liaison; 3) 1 ns for operations in the Balkans - except that the 

Iealth ivision supervised the medical operations of the Camps from 

the tie of their rrival. 

The cable files show when the first funds came to buy 

paper and other office supplies. rs. Sevareid was sometimes forced 

to buy paper herself, or dickered ith for this and other supplies 

such as soap, cleaning equipment, etc. The u. s. Treasury did the 
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accounts until about June, 1944 . The United tates government paid 

the salaries - i . e . , the Treasury did the disbursine during the 

period as the disbursing agent . The last U. ~. payment 

\,a.s the a rch salaries • 

There was no inance and dministration man until rr . Rohr­

ba.ugh was procured t m weeks before he went to Greece . :rs . 'evareid 

and r . rcher did almost all of the work themselves until the last 

minute, as people ,ere not a pointed to the Greece .ission till then . 

The lis~io has never been all together . There were no staff 

meetings of the ission until eptember ecause there was no staff . 

regress ~eport of Greece 1 ission dated 15 eptember 1944, from 

the ission to □ ir iJliam atthevs, contains appreci tion and plans 

of the ission to that date . 

rs . ev"'reid believes that the Greek ission would have 

v,orked satisfactorily if it had had time to "shake don" before the 

\;ar . s it was , the top men v'ent to Greece, ithout staff, secre­

tarial help, or office supplies , since the military ,as unwilling 

to provide more transport . The staff remained in airo 1ithout 

supervision . 

r . L~ndis ' ideo was that UNRfu would not get un er way 

soon enough , so the Balkan u ply enter should be established as a 

stop- gap . 

of ill,~ R • 

ossibly r . LDn c!is wanted the Balkan oupply enter instead 

or terms of reference of B as of 10 ay 1944, see 

r . Linebaugh ' s report . 

Because UN , believed that it rnuld enter the Balkans 

almost immedi tely , it continued to improvise in the iro office . 

had lready started Balkan su ply planning, and .r . Kelsey 

worked with them on agricultural supply . He got coordin&tion 

,ith agencies of all govern ents here . 

The Balkan upply enter died on the vine when killed by 

- r . Linebaugh ' s re ort . It had done some progressing and planning . 
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1 ania ission . 30 

· isdell ..,harp, Displaced 
pril 45 

ersons .L1ivision , 

r. v arp was a ..;nitarian ~.inister in e lesley, Jass . , from :936 to 

y 4 . e · rri ed in as n tnn on 15 ay 44 s uirector of Lispl ced 

ersons forte reec ission . e elt th~t eh d a debt to pay to 

reece s one oft e three sources of western civilization . 

ere ined t volle e ark until 26 June 44, and arrived in Cairo on 

23 u y , fter h vin 

er.t dispute oet1,1een 

een det· ined 10 a ys in ~ iami on account of a qocu ­

an t e ~tate Lepart ent . 

J..n v~iro from 23 uly to 16 ctober he spent his time a.t .Lar el hifa 

nd i the reek cool . n 13 Jept he :transferr ed to the 1 ania .Mission . 

1 he u;r- >os e of the a di class cs ,1as to fr tern ize with J. And to 

re lnte li ence e orts . hey re specific here Colle e ark was gen -

er 1 . r. rp t i s ot ,ere pretty good fort eir urpo~es . He 

I spent t e s ~i:>r in prep r~tion of _ lans for disp aced persons o. erations 1n· 

reece, a tter.ded about 25 lectures at aadi . 

n .:: 3 c t e " n t t . uv o (.. ri . rom mid ept to 23 Uctouer he 

orked on t e 1 ani ispl~ced persons 1 ns . 

scanty at first . 

t .uvo h~ reaa ntelliee ce 

e did this until 4 Jan 45 . teri 1 on lbania, , ich , 

1 e tr uole all lon in has een ialeness . r h rp thinks 

e es o~l h ve been nt to the c mps ri~ to f . 

1 e 

ffice . 

2~ ov 

nia ission rns al ays cold , ith acute con estion in t e-m in 

le: ess ms big f ctor ~- t ~ ermans, re driven out of lbania 

s oulQ hn e o ed in on 1 ~ec 44, ut aidn ' t . UNR · as 

c letely cut of from contact ith lbania uov ' t. ission in ari . 

... 19 de t e i<'>sion eel that its pl ns o ld never be used -- nd t .ey 

iun' t et in or ti n . 1he · ssion aidn 't kno, 1het r their Jl ans , re 

b d on co r ct <inform· tion or 1 etrer t e muld be acceptable to 

t e lbani n overnment . 

ilit ry ecurity m e u n contacts 1th l,anian uovernment . 

morale roke t 16 Dec meeting en t e le rned of proposed 1 nding . 

r . rp returned from t e l ania ission on 4 n 4 5 a , rived 

1n iro on ~3 Jan 45 . 
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nterview 1it:t .r . 3harp-- cont'd. 

LJi,r.:rtA 1 s ·crounles : 

J . Confusion of Motive -- so e disinterested and others full of self and 

material interest . :h~s led to divergence between 3ritish 

~ . Idleness . 

U st·ff . 

3. ieeded Detter t r aining and warning tr2t some motives would De ~ixed 

. tnat t ere woul be long periods of Vff: iting . 

4 . ~ersonnel lenders~ip needed -- calisthenics , sings, etc • 
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•. eport of Talk given by Col. Shepheard, -reece ission Intelligence 
Officer. te .ovember, 1944 

In 1942 the first ...)ri tis' fficers were dropped into reece. 1 hey 
de ... troyed the Georgopa tamos Bridge in ...,ecember 1942 . 

he Germans and Italians didn't take much away fron Greece . ... ountain 
villa,ers ,ere swell dressed and fed as efore the war, except for 
no coffee, tea, and sugar, a. d run-dovm shoes. They ah:: 1y!'l made their own 
clothes • ...,ut the/plains villages of rhessaly and J ac edonia (wheat) 

in 
people buy light tovm clothes, and in war c ou ldn' t get en oul;h . 

estern Greece is a deficiency or starvation rea--has fine sto e houses 
but poor food. 

Vlachs -- i 1t , in._, often oyalist; ex- oman Legion, anti -E M. 

he ureeks and It lians are accidental foes of ten yea.rs ' standing; the 
Bulgars are enemies of 100 years . The Greeks hate them . 

pirus is t e poorest area--best sto e houses but very little feod . -ost 
are emigres to the U. S . ~nd professional men . fhey have to be clever . 

ake t eir o,m clothes . 

has universal suffrage, including ·women, from 18 up- - to get the wo­
men 's votes . They have the Greek youth, so louered tr.e voting age from 
pre-war 21 . Have omen on committees, and say they will give equal rights 

etween the sexes . 

illages from thens to Thebes are ~1oan ian, and collaborated with the 
Italians. ome raised rmed bands which ~ ttacked Zervas ( Right) and 
the ndartes • .1. hey submitted when the Italians collapsed, but re-
cently Zervas ordered all 20 , 000 Albanians to move to lbania bag and 
'Ba gage . ( hey >'ill probably lose it all . ) 

The reeks t ;ought the Germans were fools, but the Italians ·rnre much 
better at counter-espionage-- clever , but no good as fighters • 

•. early 30,000 died of st r~ation in thens in the winter of 41-42, but 
by 42 - 43 thenians ~ere less shabby tham Londoners . o outward sign of 
starvation and malnutrition . Lower classes .ere no worse dressed than 
b fore thew r . The middle ard upper classes always loved clothes, and ffll 
,ere living on their 4 or 5 good suits . Bu t shoes were bad . 

'he people had lost weight, and had very little meat to e , ut)less they 
cnuld fford black mnrket shoppine . he upper 5o could live better than 
in ondon . fhese ,ere lrrgely black mnrkete rs or contractors for the 
Germans . 

There h s been a tremendous change in possession of wealth . The 1orking 
class did better than salaried class, as they were given food . ~ssential 
v,orkers did almost as well as before the uar, and some did etter,counting 
food an real wa es . 

orkmen in big tobacco f ctory got food , v1ages, nd 400 p cks of ci­
garettes to sell on the blakc m~r~et . ~irectors got about 20 per month, 
--much less than necessary to eat well . 

rmy officers, c i vi 1 servants, etc. , never got enough to keep pace i th in 
flation . 
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Co l. Shepheard ' s speech-- cont ' d . 

t..rreek middle and u-pper classes never lived on their small salaries , but 
pnrtly frorr. inherited land and houses . They haa to sell all they 
owned cheap to the new rich--black m· rketeers , butchers , green grocers, 
millers • 

.l!actory workers have been ·working about 4 hours daily , 3.nd office staff 
as they liked . J3usinesses kept on their staffs uith no iork . There vlill 
be a problem here . 

Young men en~oyed fighting the ermans and political foes . This, ill 
mean conflict ,li th the peacefu 1 aged . 
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.eport on nterview with taff ~ergeant uthers. lb .pr 45. 
t3gt • ..,utbers was confidential clerk to uir filliam ~attL.ews from the 
inception of the telief 'ection of the British inistry of citate, until 
t e liquidation of the · lkan .. iss.i.on of ljlRR • ) 

barter: about June 1942. 1he iddle ~ast iar Counci+ decided 
should be formed to 1) take over the increasing responsibility of 

fefug~es in ~na around the· iddle = st . 2) Merra will be guided in policy m· 
m tters by decisions of the iddle 'a.st ,ar Council (which met regularly 

1n in 1s try of ta te offices an cons i ~ ted of repres en ta.ti ves of enc h of 
t e three services an t· e inistry of tate . ) 

r . • · •• Clayton, ~in . of ..:itate's office, knows rll about the ... iddle .Jast 
,ar Council . 

J.he .elief ect1on was esta listed in J~n 42 when Littleton was . inister of 
tat e , in order to ar1·ange evacu" t ion of Greek chi J dren under s r fe couduc t . 

lhrou~h ""'r . G rvice of the ...,gyptia.n inistry of .health we got oses ells 
vamp 1n arch or ebruary 1942 . 1'he Camp Commanda.nt ( ureek Relief ..:iection 
... 11e 1 k lJ -- aj . alli --arrived in ,pril 1942 • 

• n une oc uly 42 the Greek ed ross in reece didn't want to send the 
children out- - 1mnted food sent in instead . 

anuary to June - -negotiations with ermans & ltalians via legation ir, berne 
res fe conduct for childre~ . 

rs . urray 1,as in the •. elief ..iect icn after pril 1942 • 

... he cal'lp is well written up-- cards 11- 1 . •iles on evacuation o Greek 
c 11 ·ren tat terr: ts to get safe condu<'t), January- June 1942, ere destroyed . 
~ee cards 11/l or 11/~ which give sore r eta 11. (Destroyed oefore Jul 42) . 
1le on food s .1p and 1.rreek Relief was destroyed . (Relief to Lireece t ru 

Olockade-- c~rds 11/1 or 11/2 . ) 

• arch 1942 --ci Radmanso took in 7000 tons of w eat . 1\•ro sma.ller shipments -& 
a out 2500 tons each--were made- - a ship sunk on the way back . he 
turebo rg 1t 1as . (In R t1 --Reports fie . ) ne survivor only -- sunk 

by taliar. panes • 

... he 1urks woulan't agree to send more supplies -- nd this stimul· ted · ction 
t send supplies throu h blockade . '('lurks vrithdrew ( hip) Dumlupi.1~ .. ) 



rtep ort of nterview with rs •• tyson, ecretary to the ~irector of 
rublic -·el tions, nalkc'n ission. 28 ~ arch 45 

n cto er, 1943, ~ rs • .i.yson joined 0 1 O, then part of the t te epart ­
mert in asl.ington, as a clerk- stenographer to go to OF:b'RO ' s Italian is­
sion. J.his never materialized because the tlantic vity Lonference de ­
cided no~ to help enemy countries . 

r. eeny went in J. ovember to Italy to survey the situation, He is no 1 

Chief of ...,_ffi 's .Ltalian ~iss1on . (Liovernor Cochrane in Caserta is in 
charge of su plies for all missions in taly ; he is ehman's liaison man . ) 

OF m·de ~rea « langu·ge studies on ltaly • .!.hen it concentrated 
Balkans . r • .rlettleman of a ewish relief COM..""f'}ittee ;ent to 'pain 
about t~king t1 e ..)ephQr~ic e'1s from ,J a.in to a ca.np at Casablanca 
had been uuiJt y the rmy , at edhalla . OFFRO brought over about 
people to this camp . 

in hovem er, OF O became .. 

on the 
to see 
hie 

850 

oout 3 .l!eb 44 bout '/ people, including rs . 1yson, came over to orth 
fric~ as members of F • 1 rs . 1yson uent to vasablanca to ,ark on t e 

ca~p . About 15 pr 44 they moved to the cam , and the first group of re -
fugees entered it around 15 ay 44 . ost of these i/'ere later moved to 
.rhiljppeville . 

On 6 ay 44 1 rs . "yson came to Cairo for llli""RBA . 0he transferred to that 
agency about 1 i'ipril 44 . In Cairo in ay .R was in the egation , and had 

a staff of a oout 15 . 1 and is had left just before she arrived . ( He was 
a minister.) 

n 1 June 44 , when R & P. A entered Dar el hifa , both st ffs ere 
s 1 , and amalgamated Pasily . She continued to do cables for about a 
month . t first there were 2 5 ·RR people and 2? RR people • 

..,;)t ff c:rrived in batches of 20 . 

1he ureek .;>Chol was in the UR 
ar::d ugust . 

uilding ~or about 1~ months --1~te uly 

J}iRR first had a feu rooms at t e .l.,egation; t. en mov d into JJar el hifa . 
Later got the reek chool (one floor) temporarily; ouza ~as also ac -
C'uired in eptenber . rings ' •. otel as rer.t.ed on 2U Dec 44 . 

1 ew arrivals ,,ere eent to aadi for orientation courses . lf they flww they 
arrived 3 days before the cable announcing t em . 1he course 1 sted a out 
a week . Divisio. chiefs lectured to them . 

OF •'R CascJblanca group w s about 16 or l / people-- came almost as a unit . 
even from the u •• su plemented lgiers and London staff . ,hat was need -

ed vras complete teams , but R sent / secretaries , 4 1 men , etc. 

(~eckelm n was acti g chief of the asablanca. ission . ~ 
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INDUSTR.REHABILIT.DIVIS • 

• Thrupp arrived in Cairo on July 20th, 1944, and began to aaaemble 
personnel tor hie division. This waa extremely difficult, becauae 
ashington and. London sent none tor months. 

He got one ftAe~cally and found two here already. Adequate, 
trained engineer, were hard to get. London and aahington didn't anawer 
cables asking when men were coming. 

The main task ne to allocate men to the three country mis1iona, when 
they were in the course ot formation, and to prepare them tor their work 
in the field. Therefore a paper called "Functions and Limitations or 
Induatrial Rehabilitation" was prepared. The Division helped prepare 
preliminary programs baaed largely on a1eumptions because industrial ~eha­
bilitation consists mainly or repairing daa!Me, the extent or which 11 now 
unknown. 

Whan ML waa at 1, during the aummer ot 1944, • Thrupp endeavoured 
to couult with the membera, but bad no opposite member• for induatrial 
rehabilitation. The military definitely stated that they did not propoae 
to be concerned with any induetri&l rehabilitation whatsoever, and in the 
•tter ot repairing dwellings, they indicated that in their opinion the 
damage had been vary greatly exaggerated, tor which reaaon they would only 
bring into the oountriea very limited quantities ot nateriala tor repair, 
to buildings, ( the above etatanent wu made by Col. Katzin, who na in 
ob&rge ot requirements for all ). 

The military alao decided that ■hipping sJ;&Oe tor any such material 
which might be requisitioned by UNRR.A tor delivery during the military 
period could not be allocated. 

Having apent the ■Wllller oonterring with ML and collecting staff', 
Mr. Thrupp n1 occupied through the tall and winter preparing "gueestinatea". 
Mu.oh thought na given to Mr. ThrUpp's paper on tunctions and limitations 
ot the diviaion, and to the allocation ot re,t0nsib1lity f'or the preparat­
ion ot requirement• ot ditterent oonmoditiea·- determining which diviaione· 
ahould be reaponalble tor deamcling certain coD1110dities. A certain amount 
ot contuaion aroae trom the tao, that the guidance received trom aahington 
•• not 1pecitic, in that oerw.in itau which would 1eem to be the province 
ot induatri&l rehabilitation were allocated to other diviaiona, (tor 
inetanoe, rehabilitation ot tood proce1aing induatriea •• put under 
jgricultural Rehabilitation; certain raw material• were allocated to ■om• 
diviaion1 and 01lher1 to other■, with no clear principle apparent). 

Another veey eerioua ditticulv •s that supply and Requirement■ 
Diviaion got all 'fihe documenta in aahington and London, probably only in 
copy. Iuutficient number a ot oopiea ot important documents were ■ant 
to the i■aion, ao Induetrial Rehabilitation often didn't get th•. Thia 
1ituation wu aggranted by the tac11 that pply and Requirements Bureau 
.. aent abroad to plea in order to be in clo■er contact with 11he 
Jllilitarf at Cuerta, ( the whole Miaaion ahould have gone to Naplu - Sir 

ill:l.am'• llliatake in organiaation - but ,ending one department handicapped 
all the other■). • Thrupp himself eventually went to Naples ~d found 
any document• which ahould have been sent to him •rlier, (neither Rtgia­
tr,- nQ:i the :Bureau ot Bequiranenta and Slpply had been told to di■tribute 
docWllllltl). !he above are atriotly oontidenti&l raaarb, given to help 
1D organiaiDg tuture m111ion1. 

Bet••• December 15th and J'ebruary 11th Kr. Thrupp Yilitecl N1Pl•1, 
Athena, and Ruvo, Italy, to di■ou•• induatrial rehabilitation que■tiona 
with hi■ atatt there. Be made two other tripa t6 Italy to keep in touch 
with the induatrial rehabilitation ■tatt, give th• guiclance, and acquire 
information and knowledge ot their ditteranoea. • ThruPP'• tirat trip, 
trom Aug 22nd to 23rd, n• mad• to u■iat the Italian ieaion on in-
duatri&l aubJect■ to be d•lt with in their report, and to view c!amlge 
■uatainecl by induatri&l eetabli■hmlnta in Italy with a view to g.tting an 
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idea of what would be required in the Balkans,for industrial rehabilita­
tion. The second trip, which he took between October 20th and November • 12th, he made to deal with certain personnel problems which arose in the 
Yugoslavia and Albania Missions. 

The London E.R.B. Industrial Rehabilitation Division frequently sent 
very informative reports on different branches of industry and on sources• 
of supply in the United Kingdom. tvashington did not). The Industrial 
Rehabilitation staff on the eountry missions also mde "guesatim&tes". 

Mr. Thrupp believes that. ML has since begun to appreciate the need. 
for repair of dwellings (saw damage after entering Greece, for example). 

The Industrial Rehabilitation Division did not know until r. Hugh­
Johnson ca.me in late November ijow mch money {i.e., supplies to wh.a.t 
value) it might requisition. There was no decision and no action taken, 
till the 15th of December on ,r. Thrupp's November request to move the 
Division to Naples - and •11. that time Mr. Thrupp was told to go himself, 
without his staff. 

In July, 1944, r. Hendrickson drew up a :pa.per entitled °Conmodity 
Classifications and ppropriate Price uotations", to be sent to the 
various governments for them to use as a base for requirements schedule■• 
Mr. Thrupp first saw this document in December, in Caserta. The Indus­
trial Rehabilitation Division had not understood the governments' 
schedules because of the lack of this list. .., urthermore, Mr. Thrupp 
never received complete sets of the governments' requirements scluld.ule1, 
which were sent to London for comment then supposedly to Cairo. There 
was DO covering letter showing what was included. and whether the document 
was complete. tt. Barratt-Brown at :uaadi, one of the Industrial Rehabi­
litation mEll, bot some on Yugoslavia which he took with him and which 
ll'. Thrupp never received. 

It is essential to ha.ve a distribution office under an experienced 
archivist and a good registry. (Mr. Thrupp received on March 16th 1945 
the report covering a meeting of the Industrial Reh&bilit&yio4 Sub-Com­
mittee held cln London on eptember 5, 1944). 
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Report of interview with Pau l l"nger , Aiisist nt to irector , UN 
CampsDivi~ion , ~ebruary , 1945 

lthough the same personnel remained in ca.mp operDtious from May to 
regarding camp opera t ions 

ovemoer , 1944 , t.he follov,ing six changes in ·policy/took place after U. 

took over the camps: 

l) stablishment of a repatr iation policy was begun . 

2) olicy on ..:>upplies --mcthod of pr ocurement and standard per person , 

etc . 

3) 

man lc1s een 

elfare--difference in voluntary personnel, and also a ~elfQre 

placed on the administrative staff , as a regula.r art of camp 

o~eration , s1m1Jarly to the supply en , etc . 

4) The activities set - up is new . 

5- ore people have been ,laced in the ealth nctivities since iRH 

took over . 

- b) 
of the camps 

he change in policy oe tween operation/as an a.rm of the military 

· nd as a pnrt of VKR has not yet been effected . 
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. e ort of lntervieH \lith t . 01 • • .!.5 . ebb , vffice of hief of , ... iosion 
1 . rch 1945 

1'wo lenc.ers of Jugoslavfrin refugees came to Cairo to discuss t eir 

problems . \.jol . ,ebb went to see Col . Velebit re t ese deleg3tes . 

/07 . 

~he second report concerns CoJ . · ebo's trip to fetch the two delegates • 

l'he .Jritish ..!Orce 133 a11d the c.rtisar.:s held Vis vitich was crammed with. 

refugees from ot er Lalmatian islands . ihe ~ritish sent then to Ita1y-- the 

CC refused to keep them _,ecause there was already too little food for I t aly . 

~orth Africa couldn't take them , so ERR did . 

ol . e D's trip was also made to stop ewis refugees from going into 

l taly . 

1'he origine.l aereemei1t to remove refugees from ualma.tia i,vas made be ­

tween Ureat ~ritain and rito , through }orce 133 , for operational rather than 

1:.umani tariar reasons . .1.'here was no formal agreement netween 1'i to and ru 
' 

, alt o..lgh possibly tr ere was one bet een 1'ito aro tr.e ondon Foreign Office or 

e oetween l'l to ar.d 'orce 133 . 1 he two delegates in airo quoted such ar.: agree ­
the 

ment lmade in Jugosl via) . Co ... . .!)eakin who wos present at/ airo and .;ugoslavia 

discussions and is now in ~ari said the Jugoslavian delegates misquoted tnis 

a reenent . 
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