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JR 3co BrGU 31 December 1963

D!Par Iir. Jagan,

|
on behalf of the Secretary-General 1 acknwlaqse receipt
|

[
of your letter C.68/60 VIL of 18 Decaber 1963 and the annexure
|
tflmto.

Thank you for furnishing us with this information. You
NLV be assured that the documents referred to in paragraph b

|
qit your letter will be treated as confidential,
| Yours sincerely,

Codfrey K. ¢. Amachree
Under-Secretary Department of
Trusteeship and Information from
Hon=Self-CGoverning Territories
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A/RES/1955 (XVIII)
20 December 1963

Eighteenth session 3 Loe® 777 2¢w ABREU
Agenda item 23
RESOLUTION ADOFTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
/without reference to a Committee (A/L.4l42 and Add.l)/

1955 (XVIII). Question of British Guiana

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 1654 (XVI) of
27 November 1961 and 1810 (XVII) of 17 December 1962,

Having considered the part of the report of the Special Committee on the

Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, relating to British Guiana,l

Noting with deep regret that the Government of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland has not permitted the visit tc British Guiana
of the Sub«Coémittee established on the suggestion of both the Government of
British Guiana and the principal opposition party with a view to seeking, together
with the interested parties, the most suitable ways and means of enabling British
Guiana to accede to independence without delay,

Bearing in mind that the leaders of British Guiana who have appeared before

the Special Committee have expressed the desire of the people of British Guiana
for independence without delay,

Noting paragraph 65 of the report of the Sub-Committee on British Guiana,g/
which was approved by the Special Committee and which invited the Govermment of
the United Kingdom to do its utmost so that British Guiana might achieve
independence as soon as possible without any conditions or reservations, in

accordance with paragraph 5 of resolution 151k (XV),

1/ 4/5446 and Corr.l, chapter X.
g/ A/5446 and Corr.l, chapter X, appendix,

63~30011 [avie
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Regretting that at the recent constitutional conference on British Guiana
no date for independence was set,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of British Guiana to
independence;

2. Calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland to fix without delay the date for the independence of British
Guieana in accordanecs with the wishes of the people of the Territory.

1277th plenary meeting,
11 December 1963.
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8ir, i
|
|
On behalf of the Secretary-General, 1 l'rave the honour to
adiknfwledge receipt of your communication dated 7 ;Novjmber 1963 and

iﬂ'(s enclosures and to inform you that its contents have been noted
|

by the Secretary-General,

Yours truly

Godfrey K. J. Amachree

Under-Se¢retary for Trueteeship
and Information from Non-
SeJi_f—Géveming Territories

Dr. Cheddi Jagan

Premier

Ofifice of the Premier
blic Building ,

Georgetown. DBritish Guiana |
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k¥ New-York, le 25 octobre 1963
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du Sous-Comité de la Cuyane britsmnicue, eréd
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1'appliestion de ls Déelaration sur 1'¢ da 1'indé-
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15 JUL 1963

IR W32f2— New-York, le 12 juillet 1963

Monsleur 1'Ambassadeur,

J'ai 1'honneur de me référer au consensus que le Comité spéeial
a adoptd le 27 juin 1963 au terme du débat géndral sur la question de
h&#mhritmlw.

Par ce consensus, le Comité spéeial a déecidé, en tant que mesure
intérimaire sur la question, de eréer un Sous-Comitd ayant pour mandat

de avec les parties intéressdes les moyens et les voles
les p w‘:mwhwmmmmdma
1 ance sans délai.

En ma qualité de Président du Comité, me fondant d'une part sur

ce sensus et, d'autre part, sur 1l'invitation oﬂidolio reque du

Jagan, Premier Ministre de la Guyane britmnicue et celle
contenue dans la déclaration faite par le Docteur Burnham devant le
Comité le 7 mars 1963, j'avais demandé 2 M. King, np‘-?mu
Royaume~Uni au Comité d'intervenir auprds de son Gouvernement en faveur
de 1l'entrée du Sous-Comité en Guyane britannique.

Pﬂ cours de la 1908me séance du Comité spdeial, le représentant du
Royaume-Uni a, dans sa déclaration, fait savoir que son Gouvernement
aceeptait de coopérer avec le Sous-Comité & New-York, mais qu'il ne

t pas donner son accord & aucune visite du Sous~Comité en Guymne
britannicue.

Son Excellence

Sir Patrick Dean, K.C.M.C.

Ambasgadeur extraordinsire et plénipotentiaire

llnprz-um permanent du Royaume-Uni aurres oy
Nations Unies

eL5 Avenus

h m n’ l.!.



Le Sous-Comité, lors de sa réunion du 10 juillet, a pris en
considération 1a Déclaration du Représentent du Royaume-Uni.

'll'out. en exprimant son appréeiation sur la coopération que le
Royaume~Uni accepte de lui offrir 3 New-York, le Wous-Comité tient
3 marquer sa surprise et méme ndéenptiendwmtlorurn‘s que le
Royaume-Uni oppose 3 son entrée en Guyane britanﬁiquo.

En effet, le refus cue le Royaume-Uni oppose 2 1'entrée du Sous-
Comité en Guysne britammicue remet en cause les éilpuiti‘pns pertinentes
e 1'Assenblée générale a adoptées en ce qui concerne le mendat du
Comité spdeial et la manidre dont ce dernier doit s'accuitter de ce
mandat,

A ce sujet, j'aimerais vous préciser que le paragraphe 4 de la
résolution 1654 (XVI) de 1'Assemblée générale autorise le Comité
ﬁciﬂlaoﬁlrmhﬁmtnliuquhdipdol‘kmlﬂim
des lLtim Unies chacue fois que cela est nécessaire.

De plus, conformément sux instruetions qu'il a regues de
I*AuLnblb générale, lacuelle lui a demandé "d'aceomplir sa tiche en
se ui-uut de tous les moyens dont il disposera dans le ehdrt des pro-
e&dnr#a et des modalités qu'il adoptera pour bien s' quif.tu* de ses
fonctions”, le Comité spéeial a adopté certaines méthodes et procédures
dont i'une consiste 3 envoyer des missions de visite. A sa dix-
septidme session, 1'Assemblée géndrale, sprés avoir examiné le rapport
du Comité spéelal sur ses travaux en 1962, a adopté la résolution 1810
(IVII!). Dans cette résolution, elle a notamment réaffirmé ses
résolutions 1514 (XV) et 1654 (XVI), a pris note avec satisfaction des
méthodes et des procédures que le Comité spéeial avait adoptées pour
s'aequitter de ses fonctions.

La ®isite projetée du Sous-Comité en Guyane britannique se trouve
ainsi pleinement en harmonie avee les déecisions de 1'Assemblée générale.

En outre, 1'objectif du Comité spéeisl en eréant ce Sous-Comité
est d'aider 3 réunir les conditions néeessaires pour l'accession de la

sosflws
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Gvu*- britannique 3 1'indépendence dans le délai le plus eourt,
selon les principes qui figurent 3 1a Déelaration de 1960, objectif
i est égalenent celui des Nations Unies et selui du Roy .
i’wtwbumraimudnnthprtimumm- appera
certainement pas, le Sous-Chmité m'a demandé, Monsieur 1¢ *
de vous adresser la présente lettre en vous priant de b:lq vouloir
intervenir auprés de votre Gouvernement afin que le Sous-Comité
puhnurm“mﬁwambritmiqmw aux voeux exprimés
par le Comité spéeial et selon le désir des parties intéressées 3 la
cuestion,

Dans ces eirconstances, Jlaimerais exprimer 1'espoir gue votre
Gouvernement se trouvera en mesure de reconsidérer son att%itudo au
sujet f’m visite par le Sous-Comitd en Guyane br:ltm:lqu'p en lui
a.pparulmt sa pleine coopération et en permettant ainsi de lui assurer
le plus grand suceds dans ses tentatives.

Vi % agréer, Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur, les assurances de ma
plus haute considération,

| x.: Président du Comité spéeial



Unofficial translation

3ir,

I have the honour to refer to the concensus adopted by the Special Committee
on the 27th of June 1963 at the end of the general debate on the question of
British Guiana,

By this concensus the Special Committee has decided, as an interim measure,
to set up a Sub-Committee whose terms of reference would be to seek, with the
parties concerned, the most appropriate ways and means so that British Cuiana
might accede to independence without delay.

As President of the Committee, basing my opinion on the one hand on this
concensus and on the other hand on the official invitation emanating from
Dr, Jagan, Prime Minister of British Guiana, and on the tation contained
nmmmmwur.hmhtmtmcoutmoq7m1ﬂa.

I had asked Mr. King, the United Kingdom representative to the Special Committee,
to approach his Government with a view to facilitate the visit of the Sub-
Committee to British Guiana,

At the 190th meeting of the Special Committee, the representative of the
United Kingdom informed the Speeial Committee that his Government was willing
to co-operate with the Sub-Committee in New York but that it would be unable
to agree to any visit of the Sub-Committee to British Guiana,

The Sub-Commuittee at its meeting of 10 July has taken into consideration

a statement of the representative of the United Kingdom, expressing
its a ciation for the co-operation that the United n Government is
unquoIMhMIoH, the Sub-Committee mdﬂlﬂctrmlitl

surprise and even its disappointment at the refusal by the United Kingdom to
oppose the Sub-fommittee's vieit to British Guiana,

Actually, the refusal of the United Kingdom to the visit of the Sub-
Committee to British Guiana reopens the question of the pertinent provisions
adopted by the General Assembly coneerning the terms of reference of the Special
Committee and the way in which this Committee discharges its duties.

H.BE. Sir Patrick m' K.C.M.G,

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom
to the United Nations

845 Third Avenue, 10th floor

New York 22, N.Y.



htﬁlmtimlmmm.hmwthtmbefm
Assembly resolution 1654 (XVI) authorises the Speeial Committee to meet
clgewhare than at United Nations Headquarters each time it is deemed necessary.
Furthermore, in aceordance with the directive given to the Special Committee
by the General Assembly, the Special Committee is asked "to carry out its
task by the employment of all means which it will have at its disposal within
the fromework of the procedures and modalities which it shall adopt for the
proper discharge of its functions". The Special Committee has adopted methods
and progedures, one of which is to send Visiting Missions., At its seventeenth
session the Ceneral Assembly, after having considered the report of the Special
Committee on its wrk in 1962, adopted resolution 1810 (XVII). In this
resolution it has notably reaffirmed its resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1654 (XVI)
and has taken note with satisfaction of the methods and procedures that the
Special Committee had adopted to discharge its functions. |

Thus, the proposed visit of the Sub-Committes to British Guisna is fully
in keeping with the decisions of the Gemeral Assembly, Purther, the purpose
of the Speeial Committee in setting up the Sub-Comiittee is to assist in
bringing sbout the early attainment of independence by Eritish Guiana in
accordance with the prineiples contained in the 1960 Declaration; an objective
mudoqmumwmmmuamumwuuﬂm

For all these reasons, the pertinence of which you will certainly be aware,
the Sub-Committee has asked me, Sir, to send you tids letter to request you to be
good enough to approach your Government so that the Sub-Committes may proceed
to British Guiana in accordance with the wishes expressed by the Special Committee
and by the parties concerned with this question, '

Under these circumstances, I should like to express the hops that your
Government will find it possible to reconsider its position concerning a visit
by the Sub-Committes to British Guiana with a view to co-operating with it
fully and thus ensuring the greatest possible success to its endeawours,

Aceept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sori Coulibaly

Chairman
Special Committee and Sub-~Committee
on British Guiana
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Seventeenth session
Agenda item 25

/K 3020 ERLU

THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TC THE IMPLEMENTATICN OF THE DECLARATION

ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAIL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES:

REPOKT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITIEE ESTABLISHED UNDER GENERAL ASSEMBLY
RESOLUTION 1654 (XvVI)

letter dated 26 November 1062 from the Permanent Representative of
the United Kingdom of Great Britein and Northern Ireland, adaressed
to the Secretary-General

With reference to item 25 on the agenda of the General Assembly entitled

"The situation with regard to the implementation of the Declaration on the granting

of independence to colonial. countries and peoples", I have the honour to transmit

herewith a copy of the report of the British Guiana Independence Conference which

was approved at the closing session of tie Conference in London on 6 November 1962:

"l. At the British Guiana Constitutional Conference in 1960, a
constitution providing for full internal self-government was agreed
and the principle of independence for British Guiana was accepted.

"2, In August 1961, the new constitution was brought into effect and a
general election was held. The People's Progressive Party (led by

Dr, Cheddi Jagan) gained 42.6 per cent of the votes cast and twenty
seats in the Legislative Assembly: +the People's National Congress

(led by Mr. Forbes Burnham) obtained 41 per cent of the votes and
eleven seats; and the United Force (led by Mr. Peter d'Aguiar)

secured 16.4 per cent of the votes and four seats. (Of the tkirty-five
seats, the People's Progressive Party did not contest six and the
United Force did not contest one.)

"3, In November 1961, the Legislature of British Guiana passed a
resolution calling on Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom
to grant independence to British Guiana. On receipt of this
resolution, the Secretary of State for the Colonies informed Dr. Jagan
of his willingness to hold a Conference for the purpose of settling the
form of the Constitution and of fixing a date for independence.

[ows

62-27038



A/5315
English S

Page 2

"k. The Conference met in London at Lancaster House on 23 October 1962,
under. the chairmanship of the Secretary of State for the Colonies,

Mr. Duncan Sandys. It was attended by delegates from three political
parties represented in the Legislative Assembly of British Guiana.

"5. The opening session was held in public. Speeches were made by the
Secretary of State and by the leaders of the three delegations,

Dr. Jegan, Mr. Burnham and Mr., d'Aguiar. Thereafter they made general
statenents setting out the positions of their respective parties.

"6, Eightecen sessions of the Conference were held. A number of
constitutional points were settled. But it was found that no ::’
substantial progress could be made until decisions were reached on

three major questions:

"(a) Chould elections be fought on the basis of single-member
constituencies as at prereat or on the basis of ‘proportional
representation?

"(b) Should the right to vote be accorded at the age of 2l as
at ‘present or at the age of 187

"(e ) Should fresh elections be held before Independence? -

"7. ‘The People s Progressive Party advocated single-member constituencies,
voting at 18, and no elections before Independence, The People's National

" Congress and the United Force asked for proporticnal representation, voting ::)

et 21, and fresh elections.

&

"8, These issues were exhaustively discussed, but no agreement could be
reached.

"9, The Secretary of State informed the Conference that he had considered
putting forward compromise proposals with a view to breaking the deadlock,
However, after exploratory telks with the three leaders, he had reluctantly
come to the conclusion that there was no formula which appeared to offer
any prospect of agreement.

M10. It'wés recognized that in the absence of agreement there were only
two possirle ccurses: '

"(a) To leave the British Government to arbitrate on the questions
at issue; or

"(b) To adjourn the Conference.

"11. The leaders of all three delegations stated that they were unwilling
to agree to arbitration by the British Government. Mr, Sandys, for his
part, stated that, if they were not prepared to accept arbitration, he would

faxn
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not consider it appropriate at this stage to impose decisions against
the wishes of the Government party which held a majority of seats in
the Legislative Assembly, or alternatively against the wish2s of the
Opposition parties which together had polled a majority of votes at
the last election.

"12, At a final session on 6 November 1962, it was agreed with regret
that the Cnnference should be adjourned to allow for further discussions
beireen the parties in British Guiana.

"13. In conclusion, the Secretary of State stressed that, since continued
political urncertainty must inevitably prejudice the social and economic
progress of the ccuntry, the present stete of affairs must not be allowed
to continue much longer., If cfter an interval no agraed solution could
be found, the Brltish Government might have to consider imposing a
settlement on their own authority so as to enable British Guiana to

go forward to independence. But, since this would te a most unhappy way
of launching the new nation, he urged the three leaders to make a further
serious effort to reach sgreement amongst theunsslves and assured them of
his readiness to help in any way which they might consider useful.

Signed:
DUNCAN SANDYS CHEDDI JAGAN
Secretary of State Leader of the People's
for the Colonies Progressive Party
L.F.S. BURNHAM P,S. d'AGUIAR
Leader of the People's Leader of the United
National Congress Force

Tancaster House, S.W,l.
6 November 1962"

Your Excellency will recall that in a statement to the General Assembly en

27 September 1961 Lord Home, Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
said that Her Majesty's Government were now ready to provide full information to
the United Nations on the political and constitutional steps which Her Majesty's
Government are taking in the Non-Self-Governing Territories which remain under
British administration. The report now transmitted to you 1s sent in accordance
with Lord Home's undertaking.

I should be grateful if you would arrange for the circulation of this

letter as a document of the United Nations.

(Signed) Patrick DEAN
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[£r~Action Completed |
P L] Ackmowledged ‘ November 26, 1962,

Action

| s 72 300 BRLU
Your Excellency,

C With reference to item 25 on the agenda of the
General Assembly entitled "The situation with regard

0 the implementation of the Deeclaration on the

B

ranting of independence to colonigl |countries and

peoples", I have the honour to transmit herewith a

|
copy of the report of the British GuTana Independence
|

onference which was approved at the closing session

of the Conference in London on November 6, 1962:

"l, At the British Guiana Constitutional

|

Conference in 1960, a constitution providing
for full internal self—governme%t was ﬁgreed

and the prineiple of independence for British

Guiana was accepted. o

i -
h2, In August, 1961, the new constitution

was brought into effect and a general election

' /was
His Excellency U Thant, : f9 i A e
Secretary-CGeneral, - -~
United Nations, Ao thesmst @
New York, MES | i



was held. The People's Progressive Party
(led by Dr. Cheddi Jagan) gained 42.6 per

cent of the votes cast and 20 seatd in the

Legislative Assembly; the People's National
Congress (led by Mr. Forbes Bu aq) obtained
41 per cent of the votes and 1 seéts; and

the United Force (led by lir., Peter d'Aguiar)
secured 16.4 per cent of the votes and } seats.
(Of the 35 seats, the People's |Progressive
Party did not contest six and the United Fofce
did not contest one.)
D In November, 1961, the Legislature of
British Guiana passed a Resolution |calling 6n
Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingéom
to grant independence to British Guiana. On
receipt of this Resolution, the Sedrethiry of
State for the Colonies informed Dr. Jagan of

his willingness to hold a Conferende for the
purpase of settling the form of the Constitution
and of fixing a date for independence.
Lo The Conference met in London at Lancaster
House on 23rd October, 1962, under the
chairmanship of the Secretary of Stiatel for the

/Colanies
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T The People's Progressive Party advocated

single-member constituencies, voting at 18,

and no elections before Independencde, | The
People's National Congress and| the United Force

asked for proportional representation; voting

at 21, and fresh elections,

8. These issues were exhaustively dyscussed,

but no agreement could be reached.

Qe The Secretary of State informed the

Conference that he had considered putting

forward compromise proposals with a view to

breaking the deadlock. However, after exploratory

talks with the three leaders, he had reluctantly

come to the conclusion that thlre ﬁaa no formula

which appeared to offer any prospe#t o& agreement.

10, It was recognised that in thelabsbnce of

agreement there were only two possible courses:
(a) to leave the British Government to

arbitrate on the guestions at issue; or

(b) to adjourn the Conference.,

ll. The leaders of all three delegations stated

that they were unwilling to agree to a}bitration

by the British Government, MNr, Sandys, for his
| |

/part
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part, stated that, if they were
accept arbitration; he would not
appropriate at this stage to imp

against the wishes of the Govern

ment

not prepared to
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party which

held a majority of seats in the Legislative

Assembly, or alternatively against the wishes of
|

the Opposition parties which together had polled

a majority of votes at the last election.

12. At a final session on 6th November 1962, it

was agreed with regret that the [Conflerence should

be adjourned to allow for further discussions

between the parties in British Guiana.

13. In conclusion, the Secretany of State stressed

that, since continued political uncertainty mst

inevi tably prejudice the social and;economic

progress of the country, the pre

affairs must not be allowed to conti

state of

nue%much longer.

If after an interval no agreed solution could be

found, the British Government might

have to consider

imposing a settlement on their own authority so as

to enable British Guiana to go forward to

independence. But, since this would be a most

unhappy way of launching the new nation, he urged

the three leaders to make a fur|her;senious effort

/to
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! to reach agreement amongst themselves and
i assured them of his readiness to help }n gny
i way which they might consider useful. f f
! Signead: ! i
DUNCAN SANDYS CHEDDI JAGAN
Secretary of State Leader of the People's
for the Colonies Progressive Party
L.F.S. BURNHAM P.5. @'AGUIAR
Leader of the People's Leader of the United
National Congress FOFCQ
Lancaster House, S5.W.1l. i :
6th November, 1962" 1
|
Your Excellency will recall that in ja stateTent to the
Genergl Assembly on September 27, 1961 Lord Homer Her
Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affalirs;, said
that Her Majesty's Government were now ready to Lrovide
full ;nformation to the United Nations on the| political
and constitutional steps which Her Majesty's Government
are taking in the Non-Self Governing Teryitories| which
remaiP under British administration. The repPrt now
traushitted to you is sent in accordance with Lord Home's
undertaking. :
/I




I should be grateful if you would arranﬁe for the
circulation of this letter as a document|of the United

Nations.

'

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to
onsideration,

Your Exﬁéllency the assurance of my highéét

| Uya) 72A 04T
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Sir,

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I have the honour to refer to the
resolution concerning British Guiana which was adopted by the Special
Committee on the situation with regard to the implementation of the
Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial countries and

ceeee peoples at its 270th meeting (A/AC.109/86 - copy enclosed).

A® you are aware, the Sub-Committee of Good Offices on British Guiana,
which was established in accordance with operative paragraph 6 of the
resolution, has begun its work and is due to submit its report to the
Special Committee before the close of its current session,

Operative paragraph 7 of this resclution requested the Secretary-
General "to renew his efforts to facilitate the implementation of the
recommendations of the Sub-Committee on British Guiana established in
1963", The Sub-Committee of Good offices, in the carrying out of its
task, will no doubt wish to take account of Secretary-General's efforts
to fulfil} the mandate conferred on him,

I should be glad to learn to what extent your Government would be

osiy b on
prepared to feeidwbabe the Xj implementation of the recommendationgof
the Sub-Committee on British Guiana established in 1963.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Godfrey K. J. Amachree
Under-Secretary

H.E. Sir Patrick Dean, K.C.M.G,



