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Geneva, 21 June 2004

Delivered by ...

It gives me great pleasure to send my greetings to the Executive Boards of the UN
Development Programme and the UN Population Fund, and to join you in marking the 10th

anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development.

Population issues are not just a matter of numbers; they are first and foremost about
people - about human beings and their inherent right to development and to lead a decent life no
matter where they happen to be born.

During the past decade, the far-reaching agenda agreed to at the landmark conference in
Cairo has guided governments in addressing population dynamics and movements, and has led
many of them to increase access to education and reproductive health services, and to empower
women to participate more fully in society. These new social policies and programmes have
contributed to real improvements in the lives of many men and women, adolescents and children:
from increased longevity and reduced mortality to broader life choices and opportunities.

Today there is also a widespread recognition that implementation of the ICPD agenda is
essential for the achievement of the Millennium Development goals. But greater efforts are
needed in the next ten years to truly put people first by guaranteeing universal access to
education and reproductive health services, and by reducing maternal and child mortality. Such
steps are especially critical for women and girls, who should be afforded equal opportunity and
freedom from discrimination and violence.

At the halfway point of the 20-year ICPD Programme of Action, we must acknowledge
that while progress has been made, it is not nearly enough. I hope that next year, as the world
assesses follow-up to the Millennium Declaration, the key recommendations of the ICPD
Programme of Action will figure prominently. On this 10th anniversary, let us pledge to do more
to invest in all human beings, to uphold their rights, and to keep the promises made in Cairo, for
the benefit of us all.
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Richard Amdur

15/06/2004 11:13 AM

To: dikhit@unfpa.org
cc: Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO@UNHQ, ephrem@unfpa.org

Subject: sg message for undp/unfpa executive board event on icpd+10, geneva,
21 June

many thanks for the draft that was provided for this message, attached is an approved text.
sincerely,
richard amdur
first officer
speechwriting unit
executive office of the secretary-general
t/212-963-6784
f/212-963-5965
e/amdur@un.org

icpd+10.doc
Forwarded by Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO on 14/06/2004 01:28 PM —

Ranjana Dikhit
<dikhit@unfpa.org>

04/06/2004 05:32 PM

To: ferascu@un.org
cc: Ranjana Dikhit <dikhit@unfpa.org>, Ephrem Cruz

<ephrem@unfpa.org>, Joy Mata <mata@unfpa.org>
Subject: Re UNFPA Request for S-G Message for Executive Board Special

Event in Geneva

Dear Roxandra,
As requested, attached please find the Draft text submitted by UNFPA. I
have also faxed to you the same text plus the cover letter from our
Executive Director, Ms. Thoraya Obaid,- to the Secretary-General.
As I mentioned to you, in conjunction with the UNDP/UNFPA Executive
Board Annual Session in Geneva, UNFPA is organizing a. Special Event
Panel Discussion marking the tenth anniversary of the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). It is in this
connection that our Executive Direcxtor is requesting a message from the
S-G.
If you have any follow-up queries or need additional information please
do not hesitate to call (tel: 212-297-5027} or e-mail me.
Thank you, in advance, for your kind help.
Best regards,
Ranj ana

P.S. My colleague Ephrem Cruz is kindly walking over a hard copy for
you. Your office may amend the text as needed. Thanks.

Draft SG ICPD at 10 Message, 4 June 04 versiot



06/04/04 16:20 FAX 1212 557 6416 UNFPA IBRD

The Executive Director
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EXECUTIVE OFFiK

4 June 2004

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

In conjunction with the annual session of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board in I
Geneva, UNFPA is organizing a Special Event Panel Discussion marking the tenth I
anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD).
The Special Event entitled "Putting People First: Implementing the ICPD Agenda and
Achieving the MDGs" will take place in Geneva on 21 June 2004.

I am writing to request a brief message from^you^to m^ark the occasion. We have '
prepared a draff text ̂ a^Ee'H} r̂3'̂ "i:^vTew and consideration. Your office may feel
free to amen^K^afC'aslieeded. We have also attached the provisional programme of
the Special Event. " . • - • - - -

In case your office needs any additional information, they may contact Ranjana
Dikhit, Senior Reports Officer, Executive Board and External Relations Branch, IBRD,
UNFPA- Her telephone number is 21 2-297-5027 and her E-mail is: dildrit@.imfba.org.

May I thank you, in advance, for your kind consideration of our request.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Thoraya Ahmed Ob aid
Under-Secretary-General

His Excellency
Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York

United Nations Population Fund 220 East 42nd StreEl, New York, NY1Q017 www.unfpa.org
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Draft submitted by UNFPA

U1S Secretary-General's Message to mark the 10th Anniversary of ICPD
At the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board Special Event

Palais des Nations, 21 June 2004, Geneva

On the occasion of the Executive Board's Special Event marking the 10th anniversary of
the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), we can take
satisfaction in the achievements that have been made since 1994. Chief among them has
been the widespread recognition that population is not only about numbers; it is first and
foremost about people. It is not about abstract figures and statistics, but about human
beings and their inherent right to development and to lead a decent life no matter where
they happen to be born.

During the past decade, the ICPD agenda has guided governments in taking action to
address population dynamics and movements, to increase access to education and
reproductive health services, and to empower women to participate more fully in society.
These social policies and programmes have contributed to real improvements in the lives
of many men and women, adolescents and children. Over the last ten years, the
implementation of the ICPD agenda has contributed to increased longevity, reduced
mortality, and broader life choices and opportunities.

There is now widespread recognition that implementation of the ICPD agenda is essential
to the achievement of the Millennium Development goals. Therefore, greater efforts are
needed in the next ten years to truly put people first and to guarantee universal access to
education and reproductive health services. Greater efforts are needed to reduce maternal
and child mortality, and to promote the human dignity and human rights of all citizens.
This is especially critical for women and girls, who should be afforded equal opportunity
and freedom from discrimination and violence.

The ICPD agenda focused attention on the need to invest in all human beings and to
uphold then- rights, including reproductive rights. By expanding human capacity, choices
and opportunities, individuals can make the most of their potential, and contribute fully to
economic and social progress and the fight against poverty, Next year, it is critical that
the key recommendations of the ICPD Programme of Action figure prominently in the
follow-up to the Millennium Declaration.

At the halfway point of the 20-year ICPD Programme of Action, we must acknowledge
that while progress has been made, it is not nearly enough. Let us seize the opportunity
afforded by the 10th anniversary to take greater action so that the promises that were
made in Cairo are promises mat are kept,

* * *
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PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board Special Event Panel Discussion
Putting People First; Implementing the ICPD Agenda and Achieving the MDGs

Monday, 21 June 2004, 3 to 6 p.m.
Palais des Nations, Room XVTII, Building E

Geneva, Switzerland

Welcome Remarks: -Mr, Serge Chapatte, Assistant Director-General., Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation

Opening Remarks: H.E. Mr, Abdullah M. Alsaidi, President, UNDP/UNFPA
Executive Board

Introduction; Ms. Thoraya Obaid, Executive Director, UNFPA, Panel Chair

First Segment of the Panel; Presentations

H.E. Mr. Poul Nielson, Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, EC
"What ICPD implementation has meant to me personally as a global leader in the area
of development cooperation"

Professor Gita Sen, Chairperson, Centre for Public Policy, IIM, India
"Making reproductive health services accessible to poor people"

Dr. Jotham Musinguzi, Director, Population Secretariat., Ministry of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development, Uganda
"Integrating HIV/AIDS prevention in reproductive health programmes "

Dr, Nabiha Gueddana, Director-General, National Office of the Family and Population,
Ministry of Public Health, Tunisia
"The rote of gender in reproductive health programmes"

Discussion and dialogue

Second Segment of the Panel: Testimonies

Ms. Gabriela Ocampo Jaramillo, Youth reproductive health promoter, Ecuador
"What ICPD implementation has meant to me as a youth reproductive health promoter"

Mr. Cheith. Hassan Cisse, Chairman, The African American Islamic Institute, Senegal
"What ICPD implementation has meant tome as a religious leader"

Mr. Damian Brown, Youth advocate,, Jamaica
"Lessons learned in adolescent reproductive health in the Caribbean region "

Discussion and dialogue

Conclusion; Ms. Thoraya Obaid, Executive Director, TJNPPA, Panel Chair

Reception: 6.15 to 8 p.m., Palais des Nations, Geneva
• Co-hosted by the Government of Switzerland and UNPPA

All delegations are cordially invited to attend the reception.
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