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UNITED N A T I O N S 
Department of Public Information 
Press ,pd \Publicetiona Division 

Unit~d Nations, N.Y. 

(For use of information media -- not an official record) 

Press Release REF/119 
19 March 1957 

t 

UN HIGH COMMISSIONER WILL VISIT YUGOSLAVIA 

ON HUNGARIAN REFUGEES 
~o ~~'-\\ ~d- "'\~. 

... !-' . 

(The following was received here from the Information Service of the UN 
Office in Geneva.) •· 

, ' 

The UN Hig~ Commissioner for Refugees, Auguste R. Lindt, will arrive in 

Belgrade Wednesday for talks with the Yugoslav Government regarding Hungarian 

refugees in light of the new appeal launched on 11 March by the Secretary-General 

and Mr. Lindt. 

After a four-day stay, he will continue for official visits to ~ome, Athens 
~ 

and London, returning to Geneva 7 April. 

There are now 16 ,Boo Htmgarian refugees in Yugoslavia for whom emigration 

and financial aid is sought. It is estimated that $8,000,000 will be needed for 

reception care and maintenance of Hungarian refugees in Yugoslavia until the end 

of 1957. 

'Ihe High Commissioner has so far received the following offers for resettle­

ment: France, all Hungarian r efugees wishing to settle will be received; Norway, 

300; Sweden, · 200; Switzerland, 100; West Germany, resettlement to ethnic Germans; 

and Israel, to Hungarian Jews. Further negotiations are in progress with a number 

of countries. 

Up to date, 374 of the Hungarian refugees . in Yugoslavia have let't that 

coi_:.n-+;ry for-resettlement elsewhe.re in Europe. One thousand four hundred and eleven 

.have returned to Hungary. 

, 
( , 



Note for File 

CC: ., 00 531 
· . SO 534/32 Yug. / 

U.S. Cont~ibution in Response to Appeal 
of 11 March for Hungarian refugees 

Mips Aline Cohn informed me this morning that the United States 

t. 

has decided to allocate, on a bi-lateral basis, two million dollars · 

out of its further contribution of three million dollars for assistance 

to Hungarian refugees, for the transportation of refugees from Yugoslavia . 
to countries ofl•migration. The funds will apparently be transferred 

directly to the authorities concerned with the transportation of these 

refugees. In order to avoid any possible public misunderstanding, the 

contribution is not being given any special publicity. 



19 March 1957 
I, . . . .. 

. ... 
CC: ._ .f36 531 

--~ SO 534/ 32 Yug. ~ 

U.S. Contribution in R sponN to Appeal 
ot ll March tor Hungarian retug s 

Mir~ · Ali.Na Cohn into d this orning that the Unit d Stat a 

i:,.aa decided to allocat, on a bi-lat ral basi, two million dollar 
out ot its further contribution or three million dollar for aiat ce 
to Hungarian r tug e, tor th tran port, tion ot retugeea tr oalavi 
to countriea oti gration. The tunds will pparently transterred 
directly to the uthoritiea concerned with the tran portation ot the 
refugees . In order to :void any po ible public misund rstanding, the 
contribution ia not being giv n any special publicity. 
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PERMANENT M ISSION 

1! OF T H E F EDE R AL PEO P LE'S R EP U BLIC O F YUGOS LAVIA 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

854 FI FTH AVENU E, N EW YO R K 21 , N. Y. 

March 14, 1957 

Sir, 

Upon instructions of my Government I have the honour to forward .,. 

herewith an aide-memoire relating to the expenses so far incurred by my 
;· 

Goyermne~t>-~f or 1he care and accomodation of Hungarian refugees in 

~_gosl;via as well as to estimated expenses for the period from March 1 

to J,uly 1,1957. 

In submitting this aide-memoire for your information and conside­

ration, I should like to draw your attention to the following: 

1 . The Federal Executive Council has been obliged to draw a loan 

from the National Bank of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia to 

the amount of 3,oco.ooo.ooo dinars at 6% interest, in order to meet- thes~ 

expenditures. My Government reiterates its request that these expenditures, 

as well as those to be incurred in the future, be refunded from the 

appropriate international funds so as to enable it to meet its obligations 

to the National Bank of Yugoslavia. 

I have therefore been instructed to request you to undertake the ··------
necessary steps for the requisite funds to be obtained in accordance with ,..__.__,._ . ~--~·-- . - .u,,-.;.- "• ..... - _ .. ., .... - ----------

~al ~~s!mbl~'s ~~so!ution re~~ting t~ t_?.~ ~garlan refug~es. 

2. The assistance pledged by the League of Red Cross Societies and 

by other ~rganizations has helped to diminish, although to no eonsiderable 

extent, the expenditures for the care and maintenance of the Hungarian 

refugees . My Government is of the opinion that these expenses could be 

H.B . Mr . Dag Hammarskjold 
Secretary-Ckneral a~ the United Nations 
New York. 
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considerably reduced if a major part of the refugees were to be placed temporarily , 

pending their re-settlement in countries they have elected, in the existing camps 
.. 

in Western Europe e . g. in Italy, Get'11lany or France. In this case the expenses for 

the adaptation , furnishing and construction of new camps for the refugees who 

. are at present accom<Xiated >' in hotels and rest- houses would be eliminated. 

3. A great·majority of the Hungarian refugees now in Yugoslavia have ,.,. 

expresse~:i _the ,.desire to be re-settled overseas, primarily in the USA, Australia 
-~ .. \ 

and Canada. However , as you are no doubt aware , none of these countries has so 

far signified its readiness to receive theme 

This , of course , could not but have an effect on the refugees themselves . 

Until now, 976 refugees have been repatriated . Within the next few days , a further 

group of about 300 refugees will be repatriated. The absence of any prospect of beine 

re-settled in the countries of their choice , naturally leads a growing number of~ 
refugees to decide to return to Hungary. 

My Government is of the opinion that this question requires your urgent 

attention and that every effort should be made to a rrive at a solution of the 

question of Hungarian refugees in Yugoslavia , and in particular to make it possible 

for them to re-settle in the countries they have elected and which had previously 

promised to receive them. In the event that an eatly solution is not found. , my 

Government wishes to emphasize that it will no longer be in a position to bear 

such a heavy burden on the economy ·of Yugoslavia . 

I am confident Sir , that you will do all that is in your power to assist 

in the solution of this problem and that you will once again appeal to all Membere 

States which have demonstrated their interest in a solution of the problem of 

Hungarian refugees , to admit Hungarian refugees from Yugoslavia who have expressed 

their desire to be resettled there . 
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I avail myself of this opportunity to express to you ,Sir , the 

assurance of my highest a,nsideration. 

f 

-
(Dr . Joza 8rilej) 

Permenent ~epresentative of 
Yugoslavia to the United Nations 
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Al DB• - ME :MOIRE 

1. For the accomodation, care and maintenance of the Hungarian 

~refugees in Yugoslavia up to March 1, 1957, the total amount of 1,361.717.000 

dinars has been spent. At the rate of exchange of 600 dinars for one dollar 
;, -
tis SW'I amounts to the equivalent of 2.269.529,83 $. The breakdown of this 

i' 

total per item of expenditure is given in the table below: 

,.,, 
Furnishing and equippment •••••••••• $ 841.C57.28 -: 

~ 

' Adaptation ••••••••••••••••••••.•.•• $ 175.285,88 .,.. '-

Care and maintenance••••••••••••••• $ 797.560.53 

Clothing •••••••••••••••.•..•••••••• $ 198.214,63 

Transportation ••••••••••••••••••••• $ 99,070,71 

Medical care •.. .................... $ 113.168,09 

Administrative expenses •••••••••••• $ 45.172,71 
. r 

2. It is estimated that for the period from March 1 to July 1119S7.~ 

1,soo.000.000 dinars or on the be.sis of the above rate of exchange 

2,500.000$ will be needed. It is further estimated that this amount will 

be spent as shown in the following breakdown: 

Furnishing and equipping •••••••••••• $ 227.755,50 

Adaptation and building ••••••••••••• $ 417.soo,oo 

Re-adaptation •••••••••.•••••••••••••. $ 107.143,24 

Care and maintenance •••••••••••••••• $ 1.031.000,00 

Clothing•••••••••·••··•••··•••••••••$ 

Transportation••••••••·••·••••••·•••$ 

Medical care •••••••••••.••••••.••••• $ 

Administrative expenses ••••••••••••• $ 

33.333,40 

258.996,90 

333.948,57 



. 
3. In connection with this estimate of expenditures for the period 

of March 1 to July 1,1957, the following explanations for different items 

may be useful: .. 
a) The expenditures forseen for adaptation purposes is intended to 

cmrer the nuilding of new camps. These camps are necessary so as to make 

13 hotels and rest-houses in which the Hungarian refugees are now housed, 

available fo~ their normal use. The evacuation of these buildings should be 

eff~ted n~t later then April 1, 1957 • . ,... 
b) The sums allocated for re-adaptation would be used for -the re­

conversion of the above hotels and rest-houses which should be ready for 

normal tourist use by the beginning of the season. 

c) For the care and maintenance of 17.000 refugees for 122 days, i.e. 

from ~rch 1 to July 1, 1957, the sum of 1,249.170.200 dinars would be 
.,.~ 

required. However, from this sum the contribution pledged by the League of'-

Red Cross Societies and by other organizations has been deducted, so that 

under the item "care and maintenance" estimated expenses amount to dinars 

622.200.000 or$ 1,037.000. 

d) The item "clothing" includes the most essenti~l and urgent needs 

of the refugees already in Yugoslavia as well as of those still arriving. 

It will be observed that the estimated swil is smaller than the actual sum 

spent during the period preceeding March 1,1957, because. here also, it is 

anticipated tha.t the Red Cross and other organizations will extend conside­

rable assistance. 

e) The amount to be spent per person for the periorts refered to 

would average$ 1,028.- daily. This amount is considerably lower than the 

one actually spent in the period prior to March 1,1957. This anticipated 



reduction of per capita expenditure is based on the expectation of the 

assistance pledged by the League of Red Cross Societies for the furnishing 
.. 
and equipping of new camps for 1he accomodation of approximately 10.(X)() 

fugees who will evacuate the hotels and rest-houses. It is also based on 

the expactation that the promised assistance by the League will lead to a 

lowering of expenses for the care and maintenance of refugees • 

. . · · f) In the event that the assistance pledged by the League of . 
'~ ~ 

Red Cross Societies is not forthcoming, the above figures will, of course• 

be subject to revision. 





UNITED NATIONS 

OFFICE OF THE HIGH • ~ NATIONS UNIES 

OFFICE DU HAUT 

• COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES COMMISSAIRE POUR LES REFUGIES 

, 

l~fJLe 
~o•:34\ 2, 

~ (J) r;:3 4-( 3 '2-
, ~~.> 

Myer Cohen, _ rt(];, 
With the compliments 

of the 

United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees 

Letter of J .R. Symonds , Technical 
Assistance Board, Belgrade, of 4 
January 1957; refers . 

14 January 1957 
Geneva. 
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I 

11 January 1957 

De Mr . Symonds, 

Thank you verl much for your letter of 4 January 
concerning the Hungarian refugees in Yugoslavia who wish to 
emigt9ate to Urµ " ay. ,. 

' 
, I ·have had the occasion to discuss this matter with 

repr· ~entatives of the Intergovernmental Committee for European 
Migrations and the United States Escapee Program, the two 
organizations which are most usually concerned with the trans­
port, practically and financially, of refugees . Unfortunately, 
the mandates of these organizations restrict their areas of oper­
ation geographically and they are at the moment unable to provide 
financial or practical assistance to migrants emigrating directly 
from Yugoslavia. As, to my knowledge, there are no funds avail­
able for this purpose through United Nations agencies, I can 
only suggest that the case be referred to an appropriate voluntary 
agency which may be able to advance the necessary funds for the 
fares of the people in question. Perhaps the Uruguayan Charge 
d 1Affaires in Yugoslavia could refer the case to an appropriate 
voluntary agency in his country, enquiring as to whether a possi­
bility exists of funds being made available on a reimbursable ba:d.s . 

At the moment a representative of this Office, Mr . 
Amir A. Hoveyda , is in Yugoslavia, and while there he will look 
into the possibility of a transfer to a country of second asylum 
in western Europe of Hungarian refugees wishing to emigrate to 
other countries. If such a transfer can be effected, there would 
be other possibilities of assisting financially and otherwise the 
migratioh of the persons concerned to overseas countries . It would 
be wise, the1'fore, for Mr . Fleurquin to follow the development of 
any negotiations to this end . 

Yours sincerely, 

(siuned) James M.R ad, 

Deputy High Commissioner 

Mr. J.R. Symonds, 
Representative of the 

U.N. Technical Assistance Board, 
P. O.Box 644, 
Beograd, 
Yugoslavia. 

cc : M. Read, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Woodward , Mr. Hoveyda 
Mr. Myer Cohen; 

'WKMcC:jsr 

(COPY) 



SO 534/32 Yug. . 

1' 

. 
De r ii~ r , 

'. . • 

9 January- 1957 

Confidential 

Pouch 
MC/ms 

Just a note to tell you that I recei d my copy or your letter 

of Janu· ey 4 to Jim Re d relating to the nqui !'rom Fleurquin 
d I w nt to conti th tall op r tional tte relating to the 

fugee probl ar being handl d by 

. Re~and not by 

I.A,...~~ With best wishe , 

in ew York. 

Mr. J . R. Symonds 
Representati of the 

Technical Assist nee rd 
P. O. Box 644 . 
Belgr d, Yugosl via 

I 

High Commissioner for 

Sincerely yours, 

Myer Cohen 
Executive Director for 

Relief to the Hungarian People 
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ROUTING SLIP 

TO Mr . Myer C ?fn.. ~ e!'}.!'}. 1 ,., ept. of 
E9onomi~ & Soc~ffairs, 
U . N . , New York 

four Information For Action 

Note and Return See me please 

Initial and Return Your komments 

For reply 

JAN 81957 

TO...... ...: ..... ._ ......................... . 
~ Action Co plet d 
{2t"Acknowtedi.,d 
0- Ne Ac.' · n ~- ,quired 
l . ·_ V\,C.. . ............ J 

I Fcoms~; ft§.· 
Belgrade . 



, 

' . ' . 

Dea • ead , 

Ho• 
of i 
ef 

i 
u a 
C 
0 0 
C 

t_ ~ 

iv f 
pc e ce 

s 

tr--- s i a 

pccif.: 
is t:1.er t 
or s 
of thes... 1 

osl~v t 

pay fo 

o /lema i 
½., v~ry -G 

you . 

.;en y 
ie s I re 

r. • 
the U Gov c 
Int ent tee 
5.n 

-fl 

e-,(7 
($~ 

4 Jnnua y, 19:i7 . 

to 
1 • 

• 

ls overi e _ t 
u· ha 

1-he epr9sen­
no 

10r is • eq· ~tn 
i 1 

C e _ 0 ,el 
j in 

C g ips 
t 

s 

~·1s at~er ad I 
oorllost os~· le 

0 • 
is t 
5-t b 

a, CU 1T 

p 

Yo · s s_i cer 1 y , 

I 

J 
ut 
ai 
e (l • 

• c Q 

s e 

ep 
U.J . Tc 

i i~gio e_ f - 6 - uge m, 
N llS , 

ye co· en, J 1 Yor ... . 

th 
ce Boa d 



-
UNI ED NATIONS • NATIONS UNIES 

BRANCH OFFICE FOR THE UNITE STATES DELEGATION POUR LES ETATS UNIS 
HAUT COMMISSARIAT POUR LES REFUQIES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 

I. 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

..... 

j 

iNDUM . . / ~(1;; 
t\ o/.A.. ,P I Ii 

INTEROFFICE MEMO 

2 . ~ (i< li. -?,t t~◄- , LV ~ .. ..:1 . . \ / -·------.. ......,..---""-•.-..-.,,., .... ,... r ~ 

~ . -P~lippe de Seynes /2)._ 1.,.-q_ REr,....,1r,~ CONTROt 
Under~ ecretary for Economic, and Social Affairs ~ O S ~ l \J 

.Aline Cohn .AIJ <'/7__ tf '3 l. ( ~ 
Representative , UNHCR ~, 7:>- 15 MAY L 57 0 -• 
Hungarian refugee9 ~n Yugoslavia 31 December 1956 

Th~ ·High Commissioner wants you to have a copy of the attached 

"Pro Memoria 11 which was handed to him by Ambassador Brilej on 

28 December . 

As you will see, the Government of Yugoslavia has asked for assist­

ance, both financial and for resettlement, from the Office of the High 

Commissioner. In accordanGe with the A"..!o6cstion made in the final para­

graph, the High Commissioner has decided to send a representative into 

Yugoslavia as soon as possible to ascertain the requirements of the 

situation. The High Cor:unissioner would appreciate it if you could 

inform the Secretary-General of Yugoslavia's request for assistance in ---~·•·-- ...... -....... ~ 

this matter of Hungarian refugees • 

.,,. /) t1/. ( ( c,J / l,._.;,, I,<, c::,..., ,._ ~. , -~ ,. , { 

(6) 

iJ-i~ .u .. ,f-t:~1 61 /\,f.-i,'--,., 
,..-t . I .;:,t /2...;. re.-, ,. :.. r, 11,,,,.-('le,. 

/;::,) f,.-,.,.te.~-.,, t • ;c;· .... 

t,-J/,,,../4.,(J, •• -t,.,. )",..,, ~,.}. Lu &-1,,, ,,A" h:> 

I 



Pro Memoria 
I 

On the Question of Hungarian Refugees in Yugoslavia 

I . On 26 ~ecember 1956, there were 1227 Hungarian refugees in Yugoslavia . 
Of thi~ ' rtumber 132 persons have so far been repatriated, while 29 persons 
have gone to the Western countries . The refugees include 173 women and 
138 childr~~ under 13 years of age . There are 65 families. 

II •. 800 r~fugees have express~ the wish to go to other countries . On 
the 10th and 11th of December a first list, containing the names of 302 
refugees, has been handed to the representative of the countries where they 
wish to go. Accordinm to this first list, 133 refugees desired to go to 
the United States, ,40 to Australia, 36 to Canada , 15 to France, 6 to Argentina, 
16 to Austri~J -15 ·to West Germany, e to Sweden, 7 to Italy, 3 to Brazil , 
3 to the Umted Kingdom, 3 to Switzerland, 1 to Chile, 1 to Uruguay, while 15 
have expressed the wish to go to a Western country without specifying which . 
So far Italy and France have signified their readiness to receive the refugees 
and have issued the necessary visas . These two countries have also received 
7 of the refugees who have not specified the western country to which they 
wish to go . The United Kingdom has also signified its willingness to receive 
refugees and has promised to issue the necessary visas in due course. 
Switzerland and West Germany have notified that they are unable to receive 
Hungarian refugees . No replies have so far been received from the other 
countries . 

The Office of the High Commissioner has been informed of the above and 
has been requested, in accordance with an offer made by the office, to inter­
vene with the governments in question for the issuance of visas . 

A further list of the 500 refugees who have expressed the wish to go 
to other countries will shortly be transmitted to the representative of the 
countries concerned. 

III . As we have already informed the High Commissioner, we are above all 
interested in financial assistance for the purpose of covering the expenses 
connected with t he care for, and the repatriation and transfer of, the 
refugees. These expenses have so far amounted to 30 million dinars . This 
sum includes, in addition to food and housing, clothing, medical care, 
transportation f rom t he frontier to the reception centre, and the transporta­
tion to the frontier upon departure. 

As regards cooperation·with the High Commissioner, we are prepar ed to 
have him, if he so desires, send his representative to visit the reception 
centres in order to acquire first hand information of the life and of the 
needs of the refugees·.. We should also wish the High Commissioner to contact 
the governments of the countries to which refugees desire to go in order to 
expedite the issuance of visas; we would also appreciate it if he informed 
us of the countries which are prepared to receive Hungarian refugees should 
the others refuse to grant visas . 
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Mrv Cohen 

It_ is Mr. de Seynes 1 under-
:·standing that we will not 
publish this note separately 
but will use it as material 
for the subsequent report by 
the Secretary-General under 
item 67. 

Ralph 
14 December 1956 
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P E RMANENT MISS IO N 

OF TH E F EDERAL PE O P L E'S REPUB LIC O F Y U GOS LAVIA 

,.... ' TO T H E UNITE D NAT IONS 
"f=(\ ' 
~ S" 34( ~ '1~6.54 FIFTH AV E NU E, N EW YOR K 21, N . Y. 

<;o 29 DEC \956 December 13 , 1956 

, The Permanent Repr esentative of the Federal People's 
Republic of Yugoslavia to the United Nations presents his compliments 
to the Secretary~General of the United Nations, and, with reference to 
his note of De~e~ber 6, 1956 , has the honour to submit the following 
information .concerning Hungarian refugees in Yugoslavia: 

,· - , .. . _ 

.,. The Secretariat of State of the Interior of the Federal 
People's Republic of Yugoslavia has published the following communique: 

"In conformity with the principles of the United Nations 
relating to the freedom of choice of refugees so far as concerns 
their future, and on the basis of the agreement concluded between 
the Government of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia and 
the Government of the People's Republic of Hungary, i t has been 
agreed that 141 persons wh0 have voluntarily expressed the desire 
to return to Hungary, out of a total of 417 refugees on Yugoslav 
territory at the time of the signing of the agreement, will be 
repatriated by 9 December . The first group of 51 persons was 
repatriated on 7 December at the Horgosh frontier post, while 
the second group of 90 persons will be repatriated on 9 December 
at the Kotoriba frontier post. 

"Meanwhile, 442 other persons have sought refuge in 
Yugoslavia coming from Hungary . Thus the total number of refugees 
at the beginning of repatriation proceedings reached the figure 
of 859 . 

"In addition to the 141 persons who pronounced themselves 
in favour of returning to Hungary, 302 expressed the desire to go 
to other countries, and the Governments of the countries concerned 
will be so informed." 

In addition tb : the information contained in the above 
document it is necessary to point out that 9 persons have changed their 
mind since the publication of the communique , so that 132 persons have 
been repatriated to Hungary . Furthermore , lists containing all the 
necessary information have been submitted to the representatives of 

His Excellency 
Mr . Dag Hammarskjold 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
United Nations Headquarters 
New York 17. N. Y. 


