
18 January 1 

Dr. Ralph J . Bunche, Under-Secretary for Special Politic l Affairs 

• c. wokedi, Chi ef Assistant to the S;,eci l Repr oentativ 

Li..,t o orkers at ·tona B<se 

The attach d report by 

info tion. 

• achaat is for arded for your 



. 
' 

' . NOTE 

13 January 1961 

(to be placed in KITONA f i le) 

The Special Representative dis cussed the attached memorandum 

r egarding Arms and Ammunition at Ki tona on 5th January with the 

Secretary-General, who ac7eed with our proposal at t e anus m1 

ammunition should not be allowed, under existing circumstances, to 

fall into the hands of the .ANC . He however counselled patience and 

suggested that we should embark upon a protracted correspondence with 

the Congolese authorities if they submit a written request for the 

release of the arms and ammunition. 

fl. 
F. C. Nwokedi 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES 
AU CONGO 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE CONGO 

INTER · OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

.......... .. ... 4 .. Janua.ry .......... 196 .1. .. 

TO , Secretary-General 

FROM , Special Representative of the Secretary- General 

suBJEcr = .Arms and Amm.uni tion at Ki tona 

1. At Kitona Base there are three separate items capable of mili tary 
use : 

a . the store of arms and ammunition belonging to the Belgian Government; 

b. the store of arms and ammunition belonging to the form.er Force 
publique, now the ANC; 

c . the airport . 

All these three items are at present in the custody of UNOC. 

Belgian .Armaments 

2. The Belgi.an Government intends to remove from the Congo the store 
of arms and ammuni tion belonging to it . UN0C is not in need of these 
stores and would view with favour t heir transfer out of the Congo • ....., 

ANC Armaments 

3. The store of arms and ammunition belonging to the ANC consists of 
1050 new FN rifles, 12 mortars and considerable stocks of grenades and small 
anns ammunition. In our opinion, these stores constitute a considerable 
danger to the public, and under no circumstances should they be allowed to 
fall into the hands of the ANC . Apparently before Independence these stores 
were the property of the Force Publique, and by succession they became the 
property of the ANC , although in the custody of UN0C. 

4. The UN, in accordance with the statement made by you to the Security 
Council on 21 .August, took over full responsibility for the administration 
of Kitona Base, without prejudice to the rights and claims of the parties 
concerned. The temporary administration established by the UN is regarded 
as a provisional measure in the sense of Article 40 of the Charter, the UN 
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acting as "caretaker of legitimate interests invdved in accordance with 
recognized principles of law." 

5. The administration of the Base by UN affects all property thereof 
irrespective of the ownership of such prq»erty, "without prejudice to the 
rights and claims of the parties concerned." Thus , UN is empowered on 
this basis to safeguard and control any equipment on the Base. 

6 . Having been informed by the Belgians at Kitona on 4 December 
that these stores of arms and ammunition were the property of the ANC, 
I referred to you (cable B- 1590) the possibility of UNOC requisitioning 
the stores for use by UNOC. The question of payment for these ams and 
ammunition v«:>uld have to be decided later. On 5 December, in cable 3943, 
you queried the advisability of involving UN in the large expenditure 
required to oonteract the anticipated folly of the ANC , and suggested 
that no action be taken for the moment . 

7. On 17 December, in your cable 4276, I was advised that the claim 
by the ANC to the ownership of such material , supported by the Belgians, 
would raise some delicate questions about removal and/ or requistioning by 
UN . The UN requisition claim seemed to have received little consideration 
at Kamina. It was therefore felt that UNOC should confine itself to taking 
adequate security measures to safeguard the stores under UN control . 

8. However, we still feel that, in the disturbed state of the Congo , 
the presence in Kitona of these stores constitutes a danger to security. 
The existence of these war- like stores is known to the ANC, and will always 
present a temptation to them to take over the stores. In the hands of the 
ANC they would constitute an obvious danger to life. In our opinion , there­
f9re, the stores should at all costs be removed from Kitona. 

9. Purchase of these stores would certainly be the neatest solution. 
If the Congolese authorities refuse to sell, UNOC would have to consider 
requisitioning, which could be done under either of two principles . In 
either case it v.uul d involve a subsequent financial settlement : 

a) Operational needs of ONUC; in Kamina we asserted our right to 
requisition material which was needed for our operation in the 
Congo. Headquarters had al ways been very firm on thi s . Your 
cabl e 4276 indicates that the Belgians seem t o have challenged 
our right to do so , and that we have accepted their point of view. 
This requires some clarification. 
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b) Restoration and maintenance of law and order; by the relevant 
resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly, the 
Secretary-General is enjoined to take vigorous action for the res­
toration and maintenance of law and order in the Congo. Under the 
present circumstru1ces, requisitioning these anns and ammunition 
would be part of this law and order mandate. The difficulty with 
this approach is that the action of the Secretary-General as 
regards law and order is "to assist the Central Government of the 
Congo''; we would therefore be forced to assist the Central Govern­
ment against its own wishes! None the less, it is felt that under 
the present circumstances regarding law and order in the Congo, this 
approach is likely to be the most successful, and the one likely 
to invite the least criticism. 

10. It is therefore suggested that the best step for the UN is to inform 
President Kasa-Vubu that UN intends to purchase the stores from the ANC, the 
amount payable to be determined later. Thereafter, UNOC can: 

a) remove them from the Congo f9r use with UNEF or elsewhere. It seems 
unlikely that UN could find a suitable use for the stores outside 
the Congo, especially since resale by UN to oontries or military 
organizations seems out of the question; 

b) load them on an aircraft at Kitona and sink them out at sea. This 
seems, however, a great loss of funds, as well as a loss of excellent 
material, to purchase the stores merely to destroy tram; 

c) distribute them to the UNOC Forces in the Cong-o. Although this would 
involve the difficulty of bringing the stores out of Kitona to Leopold­
ville for distribution to the UNOC Forces elsewhere in the Congo, this, 
on the whole, would seem to be the best solution. 



T 

• 

' 
• 
• 
I 

l 

• 



T : • • y l 
ro . s or n r 1 . 

. 5 C r 19 o. . 
r • 9 3. • 

:B-1590. 
qui it on o 0 Oid th r urn 0 to C r 11 involv 

UN ooun r C d d • I 0 
ro hon 0 h 

on on 0 d 
' 0 

' l r 0 t u C 
r b 0 in t uo. 



• 

n , 



• 
' • ' • • .. • I 

I 
I 

' I • I 
I • I 
I 

• • 





' 

ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES {~'\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
AU CONGO \ffl IN THE CONGO 

~ 

INTER - OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Ki t_ona __ _ -___11 ___ January __ ._ 196~ ..... . 

A , Mr . Nwokedi - Chief As sistant to the Special Representative 

DE, Amal Nachaat - Administrative Officer, Ki tona 

osJET : Lists of the 85 permanent and 125 t emporary Congolese 
workers r emaining at Kitona 

Mr. Shields 

With reference to the above-mentioned 

matter and further to our cable KIT-229 of 26 December 

concerning the evacuation of Congolese workers from 

Base Kitona, we submit her ewith lists of all Congolese 
~ 

workers presently emp loyed at the base. 

The first lis t includes 85 men retained 

as support for the Moroccan security forces, stationed 

here for safeguarding and t he four ONUC t echnicians 

handling basic maintenance. The second list comprises 

125 workers being maint amned on a dai ly wage ba s i s to 

help the Belgians with the r emoval of their equipment. 

This task is expected to be comp l eted by the end of 

January, and at t hi s time t hese workers will be dis­

missed. 

The list of permanent workers cannot be 

t aken as exact, as there are constant minor fluctua­

t i ons in the personnel. However instructions have been 

given that in no case is the number of Congolese work­

ers employed by the UN to exc eed 85. 
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OnGANISAT ION DES NATI( UNIES AU CONGO 
BASE DE KITONA 
----------~-~-----
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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2234 PEDRO Paulo T .T . 

2223 PIICT Tshiatuna II 

2215 PIOKA Paul II 

2682 SALA Tshingola II 

632 NGUVULU Dilu II 

2325 TEMBO Yeyo II 

2500 FUMU Mingi II 

3l MANDUNDU II 

321 LUBENDO Pitu II 

324 PUati Alphonse II 

1954 YALA Simpi II 

744 TONI Sumbu II 

2306 MAKOEKELE J ean II 
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T . T . J 
CDT~O T, L . 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES (~ ) UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

DE , 

OBJET : 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

~ 

INTER . OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Ki ton a ... - ... 11 ___ J anU?,!'Y. 196 1. ... 

Mr. Nwokedi - Chief Assistant to the Special RepresEnt ative 

Amal Nachaat - Administrative Officer, Kitona 

Re port on final nvlgian evacuation from Base Kitona 

I nformation 

With referenc e to the above-mentioned m3,tter, we wish to 
inform you that the Be l gians ar e proce eding with evacua­
tion of their equipment from t he base. The mefuhod adopted 
is by airlift to Luanda; they rejected the alternative 
possibility of overland transport to Cabinda or Pointe 
Noire. It s eems they have t ak P.n this somution with a view 
towards centrali zing the ev acuated mat erial, as e _uipment 
from Kamirra i s a lso being s ent to Luanda.§ • 

Thus the UN is not i nvolved in any way with t h e evacuat i on, 
and no UN military e~cort ~s required. The only assistance 
re uest ed by the- Bel ians was 125 Congolese workers ; this 
r eque s t was grant ed by UN headquarters with the understand-
ing that the worker s would be dismissed upon t ermination 
of t he ev acuation • 

The Be l gians are pr eparin lists of s tocks, e auipment , and 
r eal property being left by t hem. We expect t hez e l i sts to 
be finished by 20 January. Unt i l now we have heard no of­
f icial po s ·t i on from headquart ers r eP,arding par agraph 2 of 
t he Be l gia~ confident ial note of 2 De ember 80ncerning t he 
powers of t he UN r pre s entat i v e s for s i gni ng these l i sts. 
A copy of thi s l etter was delivered to Mr. Br ackenbury on 
29 D~cember. 

Further to our cable KITLE0-31, we r epe at ou request for 
i nstructions about equiument the UN f eels wi ll b e neces­
sary for t he t a sk of maintainine the base. This matter 

ows more pressing a s time passes, for the Be lgians are 
con t .. u t ng to ev fl.cuate t h CJir suppl i e s and equipment . If 
autboriti e at UN h eada u arter s ar e n ot di su osed to proceed 
with this study '1Ild s e l ect· on of necessary eq ipment , we 
sugge t that we be per mi t t Pd to s ubmit a l ist of our own for 
your apnr oval. J t would be understood that t h e l is t ed itP.ms 
would be c onsidere ~s b v in~ b P.en n P C'3 ~t t h P. 1i s poPa of 
the UN by the Be l .clans for t he maint en ance of t h 0 bas e, a.nd 
not pure '.1sed by t he Fl\T . 

§ ~c ~or i na to s t a t em,nt s m~de 

by Defrerine t he evacuat i on "'h ould 
be com leted by ~l J an a.r y . 



ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES 
AU CONGO 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE CONGO 

INTER - OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

ro The Special Representative 

FROM, Mr. F. C. N okedi J..,#1~' ;rt-
SUBJECT' Thefts at Ki tona 

1.- This disturbing state of affairs at Kitona calls for 
firm action and I recommend that you discuss personally ith 
General Kettani such appropriate instructions as should be 
given to Lieutenant Belhaj. It must be brought to the Moroccans 
in very clear terms that t he thefts are deplorable and that 
the responsibility for safeguarding all properties at the base 
rests on their shoulders. If the thefts continued it ould be 
necessary to reconsider the whole question of posting at Kamina, 
troops who can be trusted to fulfill the duty assigned to them. 

2.- As regards the question of liability for losses, the legal 
Adviser, Mr. Berthoud, is of the opinion that there can be no 
question of UN being held liable for compensation for all losses. 
But as regards Belgian Government property, ho ever, the question 
of their putting a claim against the UN for failing to fulfil 
its responsibilities as care-taker of the base might arise if 
it could be proved that the UN has been negligent in the execution 
of its mandate. Our information on the behaviour of the Moroccans 
prevents us from excluding such possibility. 

3.- You may wish to consider the advisability of sending Mr.Knecht 
to investigate the thefts. 

4 .- I have sent a cable to Mr. Nachaat informing him that the 
matter is being examined but that in any case he should do nothing 
which can be interpreted by the Belgians as an acknowledgement 

of UNOC liability for the thefts . , k. .~ 11--rv 
f M J -J_, t . ,-,,. ,. j;---rlAA M..v-llt J'~ . 

_.!-/ V l) V\ ~ kuvW~ d'~-,;..,, .,., ,,,_, l'r_ /CAA,,;° - 1-/4.-4 
~ ~ ~ kdt~ " ~ ~~ -,., 

)!. w.-- ~ 1) J, -)4 _ ~-- • ~~. 4u"D ~,;;..(,-;, · 
f ~ µ 'd' " ~ u,--. S---r 7 1 k t;;; Lr 
i M . M~ l4"",l~ jo tUiv..... d ._ 4 · · ) q 

9,,.- I ~ tr-..A1 rn , .. ,,/l n~ IJ~ ~ .(.¥- ~w ~ 
~ ~ 1!f_ ::~ '1['µ1, 'lLl ~ -~ vi,_ p / }1 



ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES 
AU CONGO 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE CONGO 

TO : 

FROM 1 

SUBJECT : 

• 

INTER - OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

30 December 0 
···················································· 196 ...... . 

Mr. J. Kelly, Assistant to Special Representative 

F.C . Nwokedi, Chief Assistant to Special Representative ~ 

Please look up the correspondence on the subject of the 

protection of arms and ammunition at Kitona and prepare an 

aide-memoire for the Special Representative for discussion 

with the Secretary-General on January 4th. \e should make 

a strong case for the purchase of the arms and ammunition by 

the United Nations , so as to prevent their falling into the 

hands of t he ANC . 

. 
D,,;,,/ (71'-~ 

~ µ,r/- . ~ r. 
~~ 
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CONF'I OENTI AL 1 September 1960 

Dear Georges. 

Th nk you for your letter o~ 1 Septe ber . The story th t you 

portray for the second tie is el.most ide ticel wit the spirit wo h ve 

found at K ·na . They have not yet received direct .i,nstructions fr 

Brussels hich would enabl us to proceed expedit iously i n ex "ning 

stores and supplies and date ining what we i t take over . So ebody 

is p ·n1y lyi ng, either Brussels or th peopl h re. re keeping 

pressure on K 'ne , and want you to keep pressure on Kiton. 

I s a little surprised th t Colonel Viverio sent someone back 

to Brussels by ir to get the green light . Cebles ere f ster nd che per. 

ru~thermore , tune is of the essence and t e base question is now becoming 

quite cute s dipl tic issue . I n fact , for your information, it 

seems ore end more likely t hat .we c::ennot use single Belgian at either 

base . This would compliCEi _our proble greet deal especi lly for Kaina. 

It ppea.rs on the beAi~ of our preli ina:ry findings that Kitona 

should not be 

11 practic 

int ined es supply base by us. Perhaps it could be for 

purposes clo ed ncl guarded by few en. K i n which 

io ny ti es 1 rger h s the best of equip ent nd excellent workshops 

nd should be preser ved s a ervice center for our irplanes and 

vehicles . Ther e is another complication there , th tis , that it is in 

Kat ng-.. 

Mr . Georges O ,ontet 
0 UC Representative 

t di 

. .. / ... 



My · dvi to you in light of th g neral ttern of d laya which 

o finds in both besea, ie to keep on the pressure,. perhaps stand ov r 

Colonel Viv io until h dr fts • ceble to Brussel . Keep repeating the 

assur nee given by the Belgian Govemment through the Belgian Delegation 

not only to th S cretary eneral but to the Security Council . Also add 

that you feil to e what dvant ge th y hop to realiz by e n a day• a 

d lay, as e h day ' s delay dds to their own difficultie and to that 

of their Govern nt . 

Keep inform d bout developments . 1 hope we can break through 

with utmost peed. 

Sincerely yours, 

Andrew W. Cordier 
.Speciol Represent tive of the . 

Secretary- eneral 

PS 1 I received following cable f om Secretary-G nerels 

Aeur 720 . I read Du ontet •s report th t Belgian troop 
still i n Kiton. The report is not cle in t his reg rd . 
Plese advise urgently about the f act . I f evacu tion 
of Belgian forces is not complete , I heve to inform Secco. 
H ve ttlso reque ted info tion from Lori.den. • 

I repo~ted to hi substance of your letter, but I would hope that you 

would ake every poasibl effort with Viv rio direotly toge~ most 

exact information on evacu tion of Belgien troope and how any, if 

a y, re ain, and why. 


