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Request to the Secreta1·y-General for written message 
fot· UN Photo Exhibition at Photol{ina 2014 
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The United Nations has been invited for the second time to provide the content for 
an exhibition as part of the world-renowned Photokina, a biennial trade fair for the 
photographic and imaging industries held in Germany. 

The UN exhibition will be presented by the International Photographic Council 
(IPC), a non-governmental organization associated with the Department of Public 
Information, with the Department supplying the images. 

The exhibition's theme is "We the Peoples .. . " and it comprises a mixture of 
contemporary and archival images of people around the world, including people being 
helped by the Organization. 

The previous Photokina, staged in 2012, attracted an estimated 180,000 visitors 
from more than 160 countries. This year's fair will take place from 16 to 21 September 
in Cologne. 

I would like to request a written message from the Secretary-General to be 
displayed at the UN exhibition. If the Secretary-General agrees to such a message, the 
Depruiment can provide a draft text for the speechwriters to edit. 

cc: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Amdur 
Mr. Dujarric 

Hua Jiang 
Officer-in-Charge 

Department of Public Information 
30 July 2014 
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

MESSAGE FOR PHOTOKINA (PHOTO INDUSTRY TRADE FAIR) 
Cologne, Germany, 16-21 September 2014 

I am delighted to welcome you to the United Nations exhibition at the renowned 
Photokina. 

Our presence here takes its cue from the opening words of the United Nations 
Charter: "we the peoples". The images focus on individuals. Whether they are refugee 
children or aid workers, peacekeepers on the frontlines of armed conflict or unsung 
heroes working behind the scenes, their stories share a common theme: the triumph of 
hope and peace over misery and intolerance. 

The United Nations was founded at the end ofthe Second World War out of a 
shared aspiration for a safer, more just and more prosperous future for humankind. As 
we approach next year's 701h anniversary of the Organization, we are more keenly aware 
than ever that achieving that vision requires the support not only of governments, but of 
people everywhere. 

The United Nations attaches great importance to the power of photography as a 
way to connect people and move them in profound ways, especially in this age of social 
media and global connectivity. Through the images on display here, I hope you learn 
more about what the United Nations does and why it matters. Most of all, I hope you will 
be inspired to act on what you see, and help the United Nations to build a better world for 
all. 
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

MESSAGE FOR UN PHOTO EXHIBITION AT THE PHOTOKINA 
August 2012 

It is an honour for the United Nations to be represented at the world-renowned Photokina. 

The photographs in this exhibition tell the United Nations story-- a tale of striving and 
struggle across the world for peace, human rights, social progress and better living standards for 
all. 

Diverse scenes and pursuits are on display: from peacekeeping to disaster relief, from 
children's health to the empowerment of women. But a thread is clearly visible: the mission of 
the United Nations to serve the world's people. 

Over the years, many photographers have devoted their talent to illustrating the 
Organization's multifaceted work. Whether venturing to the frontlines of war and 
impoverishment, or shooting in the calmer climes of conference rooms, classrooms and clinics, 
these women and men have shared a belief in the power of photography to illuminate the human 
condition. 

The images here capture moments of great power, beauty and urgency. I hope you learn 
more about what the United Nations does and why it matters. 

Most of all, I hope you will be moved to act on what you see, and help the United 
Nations to build the future we want and a better world for all. 

Thank you for taking the time to view this exhibition. I wish you a good visit to the 
Photo kina. 

BAN Ki-moon 


