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Addis Ababa, 4 Auguat 2007 

· 
The s\tuation n Somalia is matter of utmost eo,-.cern to the Afticat'l Union. On 18 

July 2007. our Peace nd S ty Council {PSC) met to review the developments In that 
country, and decided, among others, to renew tha mandate of the African Union Mission In 
Somalia (AMISOM.) for another perioc;l of six (6) months. I am forwarding, herewith, the 
Communique a·1optad by the PSC for your information. 

This dec;ision by the PSC came at a tlme of renewed etlbrts regarding the politicaL' 
process in Somalia, as shown by the opening, a few weeks ago, in Mogadisnu, of tne 
National Recorciliation Congress. While many emf dauntlhg cha1Yenges ne anead, .ttere f::r 
no doubt that :he opening of the Congress constitutes a sfgnmc�mt $lep- towards arr all­
inclusive and genuine reconciliation process, wnich tft!ser\'as the full :5\:Jpport of the 
international communrry. 

When, \J)Wards the end of 2005, the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) returned 
!o Mo.9adish1.1 c.nd regaineo control of large parts of the country, the international community 
as a whole agrood that this represented an unprecedented opportunity to restore siructures 
of governance In the country, as well as to bring to a definite end the violence that Somalia 
wltn�sed for -nore than a decade and the untold suffering inflicted on its people. The 
declslon by the PSC, ln January 2007, to authorize the deployment of AMISOM was aimed 
at seizing that Jntque opportuntty. The extensiun of tin!! , r 1ai .J.:.tQ of tn.s. Mia:;lon iv c:r: oct c! 
faith In the det9rmlnation of the people of Somalia to open a new chapter in t)ie t11'story of 
thelr country a11d a testimony of our conviction that the ob}ectrve r$ferred to above can be 
achieved. 

Due to the serious fin�ncial and logistical constraints facing the African Union, we 
have 1o date bt�en able to deploy only two ba1lalions out ofthe nine authorized by the PSC. 
A,painst this background, and given the volatile security situation O!'l the ground, tfle 
performance of the Ugandan troops Is clearly remarkable. We Intend to take advantage of 
the coming weak& to Mobilize additional support for AMISOM, accelerate the a·�ployment of 
the already pledg$d Burundian, Ghanaian and Nigerian contingents, and ldentlfy other troop 
CQntrtbuting countries in order to reach, as soon as possfDI'e, the authon:Zed mtangttr of the 
MISSion. 

Mr. San Ki-mc�on 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
New York 
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While these efforts are underway, I would nke to, once again. stress the need for the 
deployment of a United Nations peacekeeping operation in Somalia that would take over 
A.MISOM and support the long-term stabilization and post•conflict reconstruction of Somarra. 
Indeed, the ta�ok at hand goes far beyond the capacity of the African Unron; it requires 
urgent action by the United Nations Security Council, Which has the primary responsrbttrty 
for the maintenance of international peaee and secunly. Should the intemattoTTal' community 
fall to act swiftly in support of tha ongoing process, t'here is a rest nsk tha'l the modest 
progress already achieved fn Somalla may be reversed. wffl"l far reacrn'rfg regional 
implications and further suffering for the Somali peopte. Ctearly, th;s Is a prospect that th& 
international community shoukl avoid at alf cost. 

As you ·ightiy pointed out in your last report on Somalia, a United Nations operation 
would only suc;eed if it is deployed in support of a political process, not as a substitution for 
one. Now that the Somalis have embarked on such a process within the framework of the 
National Reconciliation Congress, Lt \s the duty of the international commun{ty to encourage 
them Sll"ld pro'Jide further support In order to enhance the prospects of lasting peace and 
reconciliation. It \$ our hope that the United NationS Will look at the s!lu$tlon with the required 
flexibility, bealing in mind that the political ancf peace keeping aspecnr are dosely 
Interrelated and mutually reinforcing. 

ln the neant\me, and given that the African Union is acting on behalf of the larger 
international cc1mmunity in Somana, It Is crvelat that AMISOM receive all !he support It needs 
to enable it create, in the coming months, as conducive condition$ ss possible for the 
speedy deployment of a United Nations operation. It Is in this con,ext that the PSC. in its 
Communique, called on the United Nations, pending a decision of the Security Councfi' 
authorizing the d&ployment of a United Nations peacekef!lping operatfon in Somalia, to put In 
place, In co�s,Jitation with the Commission of tha Affican Union, a fll"'anclaf, l'ogisll'ca"t and 
technical support package for AMISOM, within the context of the proVIsions of Chapter VIII 
of the Charter of the United Nations. To this end, therefore, I propose «tat �s fium the 
African Union Commission and �he United" Nations Secretariat meet as soon as possible in 
Addis Ababa t:> workout the details of sueh a package thai wollitt therr be Stibrrtttted � the 
relevant United Nations organs for consideratfon _ 

I would Ilk$ to seize thls opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to you and the 
United Nation!: for the su.P,port already tendered, thtOUgh the deptoyment of several planning 
and other staff to sup!X)rt AMISOM's Strategic, Planning and Management Unit. I am 
confident that our )oint and determined efforts wm contribute decisively to the restoration of 
ehduring peace and recondliation ln Somalia. 

1 wwld be grat�JUl if you CO\.I.Id circulate this letter to the members of the Security 
Council for th€lr information and further necessary action. 

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of my 

.----


