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MIDDL .. EAST RELIEF AND REFUGEE A INISTRATION
. \ o
POLISH REFUGEE CAMPS - PERSIA/ Jre.. )

December 30, 1043,

1. Refugees receive pocket money at the following
rates:~

ABMISS:oscssoessranssssnses ceeesdale 80 per month
ORLLIAPOR. e covosvecssnasecscssos ¥ 49 * .

2. Refugees who undertake paid employment do not
recelve pocket money. There is no obligation scoept |
proffered smployment. There is no ban on refugees finding
employment outside camps providing the PFolish ecivil au-
thorities are satisfied that such employment is bona fide.

3. Refugees living in camps are not expected to work
for their keep. The reason for this lies in the impossibility
of giving work to such great numbers of refugees, especially
a8 theoretically they are only in transit.

4, Every endeavour is made to provide smployment for
as many as possible, elther within the camps or outside.

6. Employment within the camps falls under twe headinds:-

(a) Housekeeping tasks, and

(b) General morsle and Cemp Projects, e.g. school
teachers doctors, dentists, nursing sisters,
storekespers, guards, members of sewing guilds,
members of art gullds, ete. Graded scales of
pay for both forms of employment are laid down
by the Polish authorities and pay is issued
from Polish funds,
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6. The proportion of Foles employed 1in the camps and
with the Polish Civil Authorities is spproximately one firth
of ‘the total number of refugees.

7. For Poles who ean be employed outside the camps by
American or British military or official ecivilian authorities,
rates of pay have been laid down by the Director of Pioneers
and Labour, Paiforce, Ameriean Autherities conform to these.

8. Individuals are not permitted to carry on private

businesses in the camps such as ecobbling, talloring, washing,

ete. Such work is performed under the auspices of and paid
for by the Polish eivil authorities.




PLAIN
Cairo
Dated 12-30-43

Recld 7:30 p.m,, 31lst

Secretary of State,
Wasington,
2399, 30th
FOR LATIMER FROM ARCHER

"Airgremmed December 28th (A=35) our preliminary
information your 1945, December 1l4th. Now airmailing
MERRA report same subject also extracts agreement

between Polish authorities and East African refugee

gdninistration., See also Embassy's dispatch number 7 .

Greek December 17th.”
KIRK










December 14, 1943

US URGENT
AMERICAE LEGATION

CAIRO (BGYPT)

1945

FOR LANDIS FOR ARCHER

Kindly collect and cable immedliately information on
basic policies of wage and famlly asllowance payments to
refugees in cemps in East /frica, at Moses Wells, and other
camps in Negr East and Indla as to which sbove informastion
is procuresble.

Information is desired specifically aes to whether
camp members are expected to do a certein amount of work in
return for thelr keep; whether pald work is restricted to
necessary housekeeping tasks of camps or is extended to
include work pro jects aimed to Improve morale of canp mem=
bers.

With respect to esach camp reported on, what proportion
of members are employed at housekeeping Jjobs, in moreale
work pro jects and at what weges? Are wages pald on a flat
rate to sll employed in camp or on a varled scale, based on

character of work and fitness? If weges are paid on a flat

rate to all camp members employed, are higher rates paid to

doctors, nurses, school teaschers, and working foremen

selected




selected from the refugees? Are individuals like

cobblers and barbers permitted to carry on business in
the camps or are they employed at flat or varlied retea?
Detailed information 1s particularly requested with

respect to Pollish camps in East Africa.

Forwarded by
DPR;CAFLEXNER:dd










MERRA

See file: Refugees - Greek
December 2, 1943,
refugees,

for cables of 12/21/43 end
on responsibitity for Dodecenesian

> .énfi;e, for cablg from O#liYo, Decy 15,1943,
carding refurees fxom-€reek \is¥ands :

T p—

Same file, for letter from Greek

= q war Relief Assn,
on Middle East camps, 11/30/43
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MOVEMENT OF REFUGEES IN THE MIDDLE EAST UNDER MERRA
AUSPICES

1, When MERRA was set up as a part of the linister of
State's Office in June, 1942, the numbers of refugees in
the Middle East were already considerable., Since the
summer of 1941 parties of the Greeks had made their way
from Greece and especlally the islands, to Cyprus and
Turkey. During the winter of 1941-2 the exodus was faire
ly considerable., By June, 1942 there were some 4,000
refugees in Turkey and 4,000 in Cyprus. In Persia there
were also 20,000 Polish refugees who left Russia during
the early summer of 1942 with the Polish Forces.

The flow of refugees has now greatly diminished,
partly because of increasing difficultlies of movement
and even more because of the improvement of the food
situation as a result of food shipments to Greece and
the 1is landﬂ ™

In June, 1942, the chief problems which faced MERRA
were the removal of some 12,000 Greeks and 20,000 Poles
from the operational area of the Middle East where they
were & political and military embarrassment to the allied
war effort. This memorandum attempts to give a general
outline of the problem of handling these particular re-
fugees as illustrated by MERRA's practical experience in
the Mlddle East and especially in Moses Wells Camp.

20 The first step in the main problem was to remove the
4,000 Greek refugees from Chesme in Turkey. Turkey had
allowed consliderable numbers of refugees to land on the
coasts opposlite the Greek islands, but Turkey itself was
chronically short of food supplies end as the numbers of
refugees Increased her attitude hardened. Plans were
leid for the removal of numbers of Greek refugees from
Turkey through Syria to Quassassin Camp, by permission
of the Egyptian Government and thence to overseas des-
tinations later to be found,

The Axis advance in June, 1942 prevented these plans
from being fully implemented. The threat to Egypt was
such that 700 Greek refugees already in the country were
evacuated to East Africa, and the military authorities
uneble to agree to further refugees belng brought to

Syria,

By this time negotiations with the East African
Government had led to the agreement on the part of the
Belglan Congo to take 3,500 Greek refugees. Tanganylka
agreed to take an additional 500, Later negotiations
led to the acceptance of 1,400 refugees by the Ethiopian
Government,.




Movement of Refugees in the Middle East under NMERRA: 2
Preliminary /ministrative and Politica™ Difficulties

In October the removal of the threat to Egypt made
1t possible to resume the movement of refugees from Turkey
to Syria and thence to Egypt.

3¢ The Middle East Govermments have been from the first
extremely cooperative in facilitating refugee movements,
The Turkish Government provided the necessary transport.
The Syrian and Lebanese Govermnments ralsed no objections
to the continuance of refugee camps at Aleppo, Souk el
Garb and Tripoli. The Egyptlan Government agreed to the
temporary domicile of refugees in Moses Wells Cgmp, and
extended speclial customs end visa facilities to the re-
fugees,

The East African Govermnments have contributed (omission)
refugee problems by sgreeing to receive large numbers of
refugees, far in escess of theilr total white population
in addition to the large numbers of prisoners of war with
which they have been burdened.

4., In June, 1942 the responsibility for Greek refugee
camps wes already divided. A camp at Souk el Garb had
been set up some time previous and was under Greek con=-
trol. The Greek Consul General at Beirut was largely re-
sponsible for its organization. Since the Autumn of 1942
& new Greek Ministry of Soclal Welfare has taken over re-
sponsibility,

The Camp at Aleppo was originally set up by the local
military esuthorities. In turn an Australian division, a
New Zeeland division end Ninth Army have been responsible
for its eadministretion. In fact A.I.0. which has been re-
sponsible for the interrogation of refugees has supplied
the executive staff at Aleppo Camp.

Moses Wells Cemp in Egypt was first taken over from
the Egyptian Querentine authorities in May, 1942, A
small staff attached to the Minister of State's 0Office
was responsible for preparing the cemp for the reception
of 2,000 Greek children from Athens. In fact owing to the
refusal of safe conduct by the Italian Govermment, no
children ceme, and in June, 1942, MERRA became respon-

sible for the camp which was adapted to take 2,000 re-
fugees,

5. It would perhasps have been convenlent if MERRA hed had
sufficient staff to take over responsibility for all re-
fugee camps in the Niddle East. But In fact MERRA had
had to work with an extremely exliguous central staff,

end a few of ficers and other ranks on loan from the Amy
in Moses Wells, The central steff of four administrative
and executive has had not only to control Greek and

Pollish refugees, but also deal with the relief questions,
discharges from the allied armies, Middle Hast evacuation
policy, miscellaneous groups of exchsngees and repatriates
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Preliminery ‘ministrative and Politice” Difficul ties

as well as coordination of the activities of voluntary
socleties, The administration of Syria refugees camps
therefore remalned the responsibility of the army and

of the Greek authorities while the camps in Cyprus have
been sdministrated by the Greek staffs under the direction
of the Government of Cyprus.

The Greek Government has been responsible for detalled
arrangements with the Govermnments of the reception coun-
tries for the welfare of Greek refugees 1in the Belgian
Congo, Tanganyika snd Abyssinia. These countries are ree
sponsible to the Greek Government through its represen-
tatives. MERRA functions with respect to Greek refugees
are:

(a) the formulation of policy as to the disposal of
refugees erriving in the liddle East.

(b) the movements of refugees into, through and
away from the Middle East,

(¢) relations with Governments of territories in the
Middle Esst in which refugee live and through which they
pass,

(d) 1liaison with the Greek Ministry of Social Welfare
as to general welfare policy and in dealing with individual
cases,

(e) coordination of the activities of all voluntary
socleties assisting Greek refugees,

(f) the maintenance end welfare of refugees in
Moses Wells Camp.

B. RECEPTION OF REFUGEES IN THE MIDDLE EAST

l, The Greek refugees from the 1slands usually erossed
in caiques and small boats to land on the Turkish Coast.
There they were teken under the care of the Greek consul,
who either put them in the camp of Chesme or in the
villages roundsbout. They were there inoculated against
typhold and disinfected as far as possible, Conditions

in Turkey could never be satisfactory since neither the
supplies or the personnel were availsble, and the chilef
eim of the allied authorities was to send refugees out as
soon as possible,

The refugees came from Chesme to Aleppo by raillway,
It was a hard journey - two days and two nights in a train
and they arrived at Aleppo hungry, ill-clothed and dirty.

2. In Aleppo camp they were disinfected, innoculated if
innoculation had not already been carried out, interro-
gated and given A.I.0. ldentity documents, and as fer as
possible reclothed,
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3. Aleppo was never Intended to be more than a transit
camp from which the refugees would be sent on as quickly
as posslible to lMoses Wells, In fact owing to congestion

in Moses Wells Camp and difficulties about shipment to
East Africa large numbers of refugees remalned in Aleppo
for a considerable period. It was difficult to provide
amenities at Aleppo for the refugees and there was con=
tinual difficulty in keeping reasonable stocks of clothing
in the camp.

C. MOVEMENT FROM ALEPPO

l. Between 4,000 and 5,000 Greek refugees have been moved
from Syria to Egypt since last October. On the whole these
movements have been carried out satisfactorily. The move-
ment instructions issued by Ninth Army at appendix A show
in detail the arrangements made,

2. In order to move refugees 1t has been first necessary
to overcome their strange reluctance to move, The refugee
is often content to stay where he is, so long as he is fed
and clothed and to be suspiclious of any proposal to move
him. The present end actualis known; the future and dis-
tant 1s unknown, and therefore feared. Only persuasion
and tact can ensure that the refugees can be got away.

An appeal to common sense or to military necessity does
not receive a ready response,

3¢ The essentlals for a rail move are:

(a) the appointment of officers in charge of the
train and of doctors for the journey

(b) the provision of food, water end medical supplies
in the train

(¢) the necessary bathing arrangements and provision
of food at the bathing points

(d) special arrsngements for cleaning the train

(e) special arrangements for a baggage wagon to be
attached to the train and to be sealed at departure

4, Two points should be especially noted. FErst, unless
adequate supervision is arranged and above all adequate
provision of food, the refugees will exchange their equip-
ment for food to natives during the joruney. What is
worse 1s that they do not get value in exchange., A per=-
fectly good ermy blanket is often given away for a packet
of cigerettes,

Refugees are given s personal 1ssue on leaving Aleppo
of two army blankets, a plate and mug and knife, fork and
spoon. Many refugees arrive with none. They haveBfense
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of social responsiblility sbout the disposal of such a kit
and they are sure that they will eventually be issued
with new equipment, because they will not be left to be
cold or to eat with their fingers,

Secondly, the refugees have no sense of hyglene, Un-
less the train is cleaned at every opportunity, all the
W.C. (s and washbasins will soon be fouled and in a dis-
gusting condition., Even with a grest deal of cleaning
the refugees trains often arrive in a filthy conditlon,
It 1s of wvalue to put brooms in the W.C,'s especially if
these are of the Turkish type.

PART II

MOSES WELLS CAMP AS A SPECIMEN REFUGEE CAMP

Site and bulldings

1, Moses Wells Refugees Camp 1s 27 miles east of Suez on
the Gulf of Suez. It comprises some 103 acres of desert.
The climate is of Mediterranean type., Summer temperatures
are generally over 70° and sometimes as much as 100°. The
winter is mild amd the tempersture rarely falls below 40°
in the coldest month. The annual rainfall 1s 30 inches.
The site presents the advantages of a coastal area and
the prevalent winds are cool in summer, The sandy soil
prevents the sccumulation of stagnent water and allows
good surfece draining.

2., The site is free from the danger of bilharzia and

other such diseases endemic in Egypt, since there are no
irrigation canals as in the delta. There is no danger of
contagion from natives, since the camp 1s Bolated and far
from the nearest native-inhabited locality,

Despite the desert environment the proximity of the
camp to the sea and the view of the hills of Ateka across

" the bay give some scenic attraction to the camp., More-
over, the exlstence of a deep water jetty makes sea trans-
port easy snd compensates for the difficult road approach.

3. The camp consists of some 9 permanent bulldings,

E.P,I.P, tents and 4 Iris huts, The bulldings are used as
follows:-
(a)
(b)
(e)

(d) (omitted on copy)

Greek doctors quarters snd mess,

Administretive bullding and officers quarters

Clothing store

(e) ration store
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(f) two hospital bulldings
(g) three isolation units
(h) two cookhouses

Iris huts are used as follows:

(a) Two double huts as dining halls, capacity 800 eacl

(b) One single hut as a store
(e) One single hut as a recreation room

The tents are capable of holding up to 20 refugees
per double tent,

The camp is so arrenged (see plan) as to leave a large
assembly space in the center of the camp,

The camp has no perimeter wire since it 1s isolated
in the desert. Two subsidlary camps are at either end of
the main camp, one for the Greek guard and one for the
native legbour,

4, The two hospitals consist each of a self-contained
bullding with its own water supply and lighting. A
kitehen 1s attached to each., There are 4 large wards and
three small wards in each building. In addition there are
three double E,P,I.P. tents for isolation cases.

5., Attached to one of the hospitals is a dispensery in
charge of a qualified chemist. There is also a fully
pquipped dentists theatre in one of the hospital buildings.

6. The kitchens consist each of a three roomed stone
buillding with a corrugated iron annex. One room of each
bullding 1s used as a store for dry rations., One room is
fitted with sinks and is used as a scullery and the third
for preparation of cooking of food. Each kitchen has a

20 foot iron range, each smnex has 14 soyer stores,

ORGANIZATION OF STAFF

l. MERRA 1s responsible for the administration of the
camp, In charge is a British Officer, responsible to MERRA
alone except in so far as in respect of his military posi-
tion he has certaln responsibllities to locel army author-
lties, All other personnel in the camp, both civilien and
military are responsible to the camp administration.

2. The Greek officer of the guard 1s lmmedigtely respon-
sible for the discipline and good order of the Greek
military guerd, The head Greek doctor i1s responsible for
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the health of the refugees and fop hygiene in the camp,

3¢ The Camp Administrator is empowered to issue instruc-
tions for and on behsglf of MERRA. His signsture on receipts
and issued, in no way makes him personally responsible for
goods or money, but it is his duty to set as responsible
bailee for the property of which he and his staff are
custodians,

4, The present staff in Moses Wells is shown 1In appendix

B. The principasl on which the staff has been eppointed

is that British officers must be the executive officers

in the administration of the camp, because of MERRA re-
sponsibility as gusrantors of the refugees to the Egyptian
Goverrment, for security end movements to the British
military suthorities and as custodiens of stores both

to the British supply authorities and to voluntary socleties,
In no circumstences can MERRA and 1ts representatives
(omission) or sbrogate these responsibilities,

5. The key British personnel are the Camp Administrator,
the Camp adjutant, the Llialison Officer, the C.S.M. in
cherge of the office, the Ci§,Mérdin charge of stores and
the Sergeant in charge of labour,

6. Only the dutles of the liaison officer need explana~
tion at this stage. The refugees are ellowed to seek inter-
views with the Camnp Administrator daily between 5 p.m.

and 6 pem. If tiey require assistence with persomnel prob-
lems. These personal problems are dealt with, however,

by the Greek speaking Lieison Officer. The cases brought
to his notice are many and varied. The problem of com=
municatlion is perhaps the biggest welfare problem. The
refugees are of course not allowed to lesve the camp ex-
cept for exceptional reasons, such as special medical
treatment. The greast majority of the refugees have rela-
tions in Egypt, U.S.A. and in other refugee camps in the
Middle East., Many of the refugees cannot write. All who
need assistance to get in touch with their friends and
reletions are helped by the liaison officer, There are
continual problems sbout the receipt of drafts of money,
especlially from ghe U.S.A....quite large aggregate amounts
of money are received by the refugees..snd the Liaison
Officer has the job of seeing that the money reaches the
refugees for whom 1t 1s Intended. The Liaison Officer

also deals with complaints on the part of the refugees,

7 The following are the most common problems put before
the Liaison Officer:-

(a) Negligence on the part of the soldier husband

(b) Loss of trace of children and other (omission)
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(¢) Claims of pension and compensation for husband
or children killed 1n Greece or at sea

(d) Tracing reletives in the U.S.A. eand in other
foreign countries

(e) Sending Red Cross messages to relatives in Greece.

THE REFUGEES

l. Nearly all the refugees are from the Greek lslands,
and ere farmers, vineyard cultivators or fishermen, In
peacetime they are neither well off nor desperately poor.
On the whole thelr standard of life is low and their dilet
simple, There is no doubt whatever that the vest ms jor-
ity of the refugees sre housed and clothed on a higher
standard at Moses Wells camp than they ever were at home.

2. The educational stenderd of the refugees is very low,
Moreover they have very little conception of sociel re-
sponsibility, and appeals to them on grounds of common
welfare have no effect whatsoever., Hyglene is non-exist-
ent, although there are some refugees who have a pride of
house, The refugees throw up no leaders from among them-
selves and despite the desire on the part of MERRA to re-
duce the British staff to s minimum and tc give the re-
fugees & chance to do responsible jobs, it has been found
impossible to do so.

3. The refugees have a definite refugee mentality. What-
ever is done for them they always find ground fer complaint,
The food at lioses Wells for instance is ample and well
cobdked. The Army catering arrival took a personel inter-
est in the messing errangements in the camp, and stteched
4 first cless cooks to it. The ration scale is not far
short of that of a fighting soldier and due account is
taken of the nmational tastes of the refugees, The standard
of feeding is probably higher than thet obtaining in
Englend at the moment and certainly higher then that of
the refugees in peacetime. Yet there are continual com=-
pleints agelinst the food.

An occasional check on letters shows that the wildest
statements circulete in the camps and ere passed on to
reletives outside who presumebly believe them., Possibly
the refugees retail these stories in order to persuade
relatives to send tiem money. Perhaps they are the result
of the commonly observed irresponsibility of refugees,
The following statements ere typical:"The food is terrible.
I heve not tasted vegetables since I left Chios". At
least send me money so that I may buy an orange for our
son who is in hospital”, "The climate 1s terrible. At
least four children die every day", Of gratitude there is

little..but that is a phenomenon known to refugee workers,
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4, The greatest vigllance 1s needed on the part of the camp
staff to prevent the stealing, sccumuletion and disposal of
camp stores., Although the refugees are not only fed, clothed
and maintained In Moses Wells Camp, but also receive pocket
money at the rate of 15 plastres a week as well as free cinema
shows and other amenities, many of them go to the greatest
trouble to steal, wangle or destroy camp property. Some of

the destruction is senseless and useless, such as the destruc=-
tion of tent walls to meke cleaning rags or other cutting up
of blankets, sheets, to make clothes, even when there are plenty
of clothes available in the camp store.

5. Although there 1s no desire on the part of MERRA to over=-
emphasize these traits and still less to eriticlze the Greeks
as a people, it is necessary to point out these problems
clearly, since it is contended that difficulties of this sort
will be met continually by enyone who has to deal with large
scale refugee movements, Our difficulties are small compared
with the size of the problems of this sort which will arise

in dealing with the vast mass of refugees in Europe in the
period after the war,

MAINTENANCE OF FAMILY LIFE:

1. The family instinet amongst the Greeks 1s very strong,

and every attempt 1s made to keep them in their family groups
in the camp. Each family i1s gdllotted half a double E,P.I.P.
tent which may be screened with blankets as the occupants wish,
Single men and single women are accommodated separately in
double tents in specisl areas, with 16 beds fitted up in dormi-
tory style. It may be of interest to note that when Moses Wells
Camp was first set up it was proposed to sepsarate the older
children according to sex, but in fact the family instinct was
too strong for the reguletions and the refugees simply moved
back into family groups.

2+ Every attempt is made to keep the family unit intact. No
refugee 1s sent from Moses Wells Camp to camps in East Africa
unless all the other members of the family go too, Where one
member of the femily has become separated from the rest and

is in e different refugee camp, every effort is msde to re-
unite the family., It might be added that the necessary arrange-
ments for the movements of individual refugees take a consld-
erable amount of administrative time and ley & heavy burden on
MERRA staff,.

e Visitors are allowed in the camp, and soldiers on leave
often spend severel days with thelr families, Soldiers dis-
charged from the army as unfit are allowed to Join their families
in the camp.

4, The head of the femily 1s mede as far as possible respon-
sible for the conduct of members of the family. The family in-

stinet thus is made use of in maintaining discipline in the
campe
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RECEPTION OF REFUGEES IN MOSES WELLS CAMP

1. Parties of refugees usually arrive during the night by
train et E1 Shatt some 5 miles from Moses Wells. They are met
by officers of the Moses Wells Camp Staff, who leave them to
sleep in the train until dawn, when they are given tea and
buns. They are then embarked on barges and brought to Moses
Wells jetty. There they are given breakfast before being
alloted to their tents and registered,

2e The system of registration is very simple. A long roll is
kept showing:=-

Refugee's number

Name

Age

Sex

Married or single
Profession

Passport number and other detalls to prove identity
Remarks

Date of arrival

Date of depsrture

Number of identity card issued

The remarks columns is used to denote ultimate deatination,
ete,

An Alphabetical Index Book shows name, surname end christien,
number identity card, dete of arrivel, date of departure.

3. Refugees on arrivel ere in possession of A.I.O. Interro-
gation Forms. They are instructed to form themselves into their
respective family groups. They then file past tables where
brief particulars are taken snd they hand in their interroga-
tion form. In return they are given camp identity cards which
they retain during their stay in the camp. The camp ildentity
card is a temporery document for use in the camp and such

things as 1ssues of stores are recorded on 1it,

4.- MERRA ldentity cards, which were plenned as sultable for
international use, are then prepared by the camp staff from the
A.1.0. interrogation forms and from particulers given by the
refugees themselves on arrival. Photographs are teken and fas-
tened to the identity cards,

5. When a draft lesves lMoses Wells Camp for another destina-
tion, the camp 1 entity card is exchanged for a MERKA 1ldentity
card which bears the same number. Throughout the time during
which a refugee is in the camp he or she has a personal number,
The system has proved most successful in practice, The confusion
between similar and strange names is reduced to e minimum. Re-
ference to number rather than nsmes saves time and trouble,

Ge After registration the refugees go to thelir tents., In
lMoses Vells Camp disinfect#ion on arrival is not normally
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necessary, since the refugees are disinfested with their
baggage in Syria. The conditions in Moses Wells are not such
as to encourage bug or louse breeding. Compulsory baths ere
however taken every week. These have to be taken before pocket
money is drawn, They are superintended by nurses who have

some difficulty in persuading refugees to get themselves wet,
Innoculastion in NMoses Wells Camp 1s alsc unnecessary since all
refugees have been innoculated before arrival. No refugee leaves
Syria unless he is fit - in theory. In prectice the doctors
who are in attendance at the registration, pieck any obviously
slick refugees for attention,

FOOD

p A revised scale of rations and a typical week's menu are
attached as sppendices to this memorandum.

2e Rations are drawn in the seme way as army rations for the
D.I.D. Fresh rations are drawn daily and hard rations per week,
Fresh rations are cooked and eaten on the day of issue. Each
cookhouse keeps its own week's supply of hard., There is a large
icebox in each cookhouse for fresh rations. In addition to ammy
rations, there are supplles of relief foodstuffs supplied at
various times by chariteble organizations, The most important
of these foodstuffs are flour, beans, dried milk, and certesin
canned goods. They ere not necessary for the health of the re-
fugees but provide some dietery variety.

e The staff of the two cookhouses consists of 2 Corporal
Cooks, 14 netive cooks, 11 kitchen boys, 34 suffregis and

16 refugee women cleaners, The large native staff is necessary
partly because of the difficulty of using refugees and natives
together end partly because, whille Moses Wells Camp 1s still
used as a trensit camp, it is difficult to find a sulteble perm-
enent staff from among the refugees,

4, The food 1s prepared by the cocks and taken to the dining
hells 1in serving pans. The refugees file pest the suffragis who
issue plates to them and serve the food. They then go the
tebles where cutlery 1s lald for them. After finishing thelr
meals, they leave plates and cutlery on the tables, from where
they are collected by the suffragls for clothing (!) (cleaning
is the word obviously meant.

Se In principle 1t would be prefersble for the refugees to
keep their own plates and cutlery and to do their own washing
up. In practice for hyglene ressons - that is to ensure the
plates and cutlery are washed up and not left to collect flies
in the tents - the work 1s done by natives,

€e The food is more than adequate, and well cooked. The com=-
plaints sbout food reslly come mainly from the disproportionate
pert which food plays in & refugee's life, If a refugee has

not to work to earn his living, and is unoccupied most of the
day, he appears to become (omlssion) eriticel sbout the condl-
tions in which he lives., The best method of reducing
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dissatisfaction would be to give the refugees a full time
occupation,

CLOTHING

1, Refugees arrive in Syria with little baggege. Perhaps
they have the clothes they wear, some jewelry, photographs,
correspondence, small srticles of sentimental value, and a
little spare clothing. In Syrla they receive the minimum of

essentlal clothing end they are issued with two blankets, knives,
forks and spoons.

Sa There are mixed stocks of clothing iIn Moses Wells Camp,
donated from cheritable sources. Of this clothing, 80% was
rovided by the American Red Cross, 1l0% by the Canadian Red
ross, 5% by the Greek Red Cross end 5% by the British Red
Cross. On the whole the clothing is not suitable for refugees.
There appear to be three main clesses of relief clothing
supplied:

(a) first class clothing such as knitted pullovers,
woolen shirts, overall sults mostly of children's
sizes made by Red Cross chapters,

(b) second hand clothing of useful size and type

(c) umeless new and second hand clothing, such as
thousands of pairs of single shoes, dancing pumps,
thin evening dresses, snd a few fur coats,

Se At first & system of individual issue in cases of proved
necessigy was introduced. It was unsuccessful. These people
who were the most inveterate hoarders and scroungers menaged
to "prove" necessity, and to acquire most clothing., The ful-
fillment of any individual demend is based upon stock, end as,
obviously, the larger the stock the more generous the 1issue,
so 1t becomes apparent thet the article which 1s held in
sufficient stock to meet the demand of the totel strength of the
camp will eventually be issued to that strength, since as the
avallability of an article becomes apparent to the refugees,
80 the demend goes up. MWMoreover the first come first served
principle meens that those who are in most need rarely get
clothing. Those who are turned eway complain of favouritlism,

4, This system has now been superseded by a general camp
issue of clothing when available. In fact, there has been no
general lssue and no need for one. Certaln standard articles
of clothing such es overalls for men and women and tunics and
shorts for children are now belng produced in the camp, end it
is proposed to issue them shortly.

5. Experience has shown that the only practicable system of
clothing issue in a camp such as Moses Wells is a general issue
of standard clothing. With 2 small staff and few lesders smong
the refugees, it is next to lmpossible to check in detail the
clothing which refugees have brought from Greece or acquired
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in the Mlddle East. Some refugees have acquired large hoards
of clothing., Camp inspections cannot bring them to light, and
even, 1f they are found it 1s almost impossible to impound them.
6o The main clothing requirements for refugees ere as follows:

Essential items

Men and boys Women & Chilldren Infants

Overalls (summer) Dress Layette
Trousers (winter) Shoes Diapers
Long sleeved pullover Pullover (winter) Bonnets
(winter) Stockings Bootees
Boots Vest Carrying blankets
Shirts Handtowel
Socks Sanltary towels
Pants
Singlot
Handtowel

Secondary items

recomuended lssues

Topees, boot laces, braces, belts, corsets (for medical
S, night wear (for hospitals), gloves/mittens,

Te Seamstresses work in the camp store repelring eand alter-
ing eny worn or torn garments, Cases and bales sre emptied as
soon &s possible after receipt and the garments ere dusted with
Nephtalene powder, folded and stacked on covered shelves., All
folds are altered over periods of not longer than eight weeks
when the clothing is shaken, briefly aired, re-dusted end re-
stacked.

8. The large majority of female refugees are efficlent needle-
women and can and do repalr and alter thelr own garments, lMost
refugees hoard all new or serviceable clothing received and wear
only thelr oldest garments, partly in order to have wearing
apperel for thelr return home, and partly in an effort to ob=-
tain more clothing,

9. There are cobblers in the camp who repeir shoes, Most of
the poorer refugees have no appreciation of the value or care
of thelr shoes and boots, They often ruin them immediately
they are recelved in order to obtain grester comfort - for
example, both.kba ceps and heel uppers are often removed,

10, There is a weekly lssue of 4 ozs, of soap per head, so
thet clothing may be washed., In most cases the women thopoughly
wash their family clothing.

SANITATION AND HYGIENE

1., TWater from cookhouses snd washing places runs through
grease traps into large soskage pits dug in the sand filled

with old petrol tins and covered over, This method is not
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particularly sastisfactory since the site is only 3 feet above
sea level, and the level in the soskege pits rises and falls
with the tide., A better method might have been to create an
artificlal fall for the waste water from the cookhouses and

wash places and to run the water in open culverts 2o the sea.

e The latrines in use are batteries of Turkish type squatting
latrines. They consist of large pits with concrete cover in
which holes are cut. The salt water level in the pits 1s within
6 feet of the cover, and water acts as a natural disinfectant,

Se These latrines have not proved satisfactory. Firstly, the
pits heve been filled with excreta et a rate faster than new

pits can be constructed. Secondly, the pits have become breed-
ing grounds for flles. Thirdly, the refugees make them filthy
and the naetive sanitary squad find difficulty in keeping them

clean. Fourthly, there is some danger of fouling the sub-boil
of the camp,

4, It is now proposed to construct bucket type latrines with
wooden seats and 1ids, and to dispose of the excreta in Helwan
incinerstors.

5. Washing is done at army type sblution benches covered with
corrugated iron, with drainage through gresse traps to socakage
pits,

€. Despite the difficulties of sanitation there hss been no

evidence of epldemics arising from this cause. Every effort

is being made to improve the senitery arrangements by new con-
struction., One of the mein difficulties is, however, the im-

possibility of providing the necessary supervision to enforce

hygienic stendard, owing to the small staff svailsble.

DISCIPLINE

1. The refugees at Moses Wells Camp are allowed to pass through
Egypt providing that they remein inside a refugee camp. In

law they are under the jurisdiction of the civil authorities

in Egypt. The Camp Administrator can restrain eny person break-
ing the law and hand him over to the civil police. He can, also,
withhold privileges from delinquent refugees, but he has no

right of imprisomment, fining or inflicting corporal punishment.
He has of course the normal rights of discipline of hils mili-
tary renk in respect of Greek or British soldiers in the camp.

2. There 1s a guard of 42 Greek soldiers in Moses Wells Camp.
Thelr duties are to prevent uneuthorized entry and exit, to
guard stores and valuesbles, and to exercise general super-

vision over and prevent misdememnors on the part of the refugees,

Se The guerd is responsible to the Greek Officer who in turn
is responsible to the Camp Administrator,

4, The problem of maintaining disci{line among the refugees
is considersble. Persuasion and asppeals to reasson have little
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success, Moreover, the refugees sre well aware that the
Administration of the camp hes few sanctions which it can
apply. Therefore, direct orders are often flouted, and tact
rather than toughness 1s required.

Se In the last resort it is extremely difficult to enforce

an order on a recalcitrant and sometimes militant mob of

women gnd children, One occasion a fracas developed in MNoses
Wells., It serves perhaps as an illustration of the disciplinary
difficulty. Some twenty Greek soldiers were staying on leave in
Moses Wells Camp, when it became necessary to cleer the camp
for security reasons since a draft was sbout to leave two days
later. Some soldlers left, others refused. The Greek Guard
failed to e ject the visitors and the officer of the Greek

Guard suggested to the Camp Administrator that British Military
Policemen might have more authority over the soldiers, Four
military policemen were called in, and one of the visiting
soldiers was placed under arrest, Immediately the military
policemen were assaulted by a mob of some dozens of women and
their prisoner was released. Since bloodshed eppeared likely
the military police withdrew, and the refugees gained a moral
victory. Next day the visiting soldiers had become a little
nervous, and a high ranking Greek officer was brought into the
camp with a bodyguerd to remove them. By then common sense had
preveiled among the refugees and there was no further trouble,

6. Individual punishments which have some effect are the
withholding of pocket money and the exclusion of visitors,

The former 1s not always effective, since many refugees possess
large sums of momey sent in from outside, and they are not
dependent on provision by the camp., Collective punishments,
which are generally objectionable, include deprivation of pocket
money, closure of the canteen, exclusion of vislitors and the
stopping of cinema shows,

7e The chief delinquencies which are difficult to check are
such things as taking good from the dining halls, eating and
cookling in tents, and evolding medical inspection, Such de~
linguencies can be best checked by rigorous inspection, but in
fact the shortage of staff makes this impossible,

SOCIAL LIFE

l. A playground for children, with swings, slides and see-afis
has been set up in the camp, There is also a football pitch,

In fact, the refugees have little interest in organlzed games,
and prefer to amuse themselves on the seashore, The children
join together in Greek dances,

2. A canteen has been set up in the camp, Its success has
created a new problem. Since many of the refugees have large
amounts sent into them the consumption of food in the cantéen
is absurdly high, It 1s proposed therefore to convert the
canteen into a coffee bar, and to attach to it a reading and
games room,
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3¢ Religious services are held weekly by the local priest,
who also performs christenings and burials, Important saints
days are also observed.

4, A mobile cinema visits the camp once a week., Local troops
and Red Cross concdrt parties have given entertainment., Twice
a week a tea car of Canal Area Welfare Unit visits the camp

to distribute fresh tea and play music,

MEDICAL CARE

1. Every refugee is inspected on arrival in the ceamp. One
doctor and two nurses inspect the refugees in thelir lines every
day. In fact, medical inspection is difficult, since the refugees
are most unwilling to let their children go to hospital. Mothers
with sick children attempt to evade inspection by moving from
tent to tent, end the mortality raste among children is in-
creased by this evasion,

2. There are five Greek doctors in the camp, one dentist and
one dispensary chemist. The nursing staff is under a matron.

It consists of two professional nurses and twenty assistant
nurses, There is a tralning scheme in operation in the camp

to train batches of young refugees as nurses. Sixty-one girls
have "qualified" as assistant nurses in Moses Wells camp during
the last seven months,

Se There is hospitel accomodation for 100 patients in the two
camp hospitals and the subsidiary hospital tents. This provis-
ion is adequate, and thanks to supplies received from the Greek
and American Red Crosses the hospitals are well equipped.
Current medical supplies are indented for in the Army.

4. Appendices give an analysis of hospital admissions, med-
ical inspection room outpatients and births and deaths, It

will be seen from this snalysis that a great deal of attention
hes been given to the medical care of the refugees., On the whole
there appear to be no significant deductions which can be drawn
as to the effects of melnutrition which they suffered in Greece,
After a year in the Middle East there is 1little if any sign of
thelr past sufferings. It is true that in most cases refugees
have glready been out of Greece for some six months before
arrival in Moses Wells Camp, and that medical statistics for
Chesme and Syria have mot yet been analysed. Yet it seems falr
to deduce that the effects of malnutrition have been largely
overcome by the provision of adequate food, shelter and clothing,
Only one case of avitaminosis hes been reported and the use

of artificial vitamins has not been necessary.

Se The constent arrival of new parties of refugees, and the
visits of relestives from outside the camp tend to increase

the morbidity rate. The high death rate of young children from
measles complicated by broncho-pneumonia is attributed to two
main fectors. Firstly, a fresh party of refugees, who had head

a cold and uncomforteble journey from Syria, arrived in the
camp at the height of a measles epidemic and complicated the
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epldemic by the spread of influenza and bronchiasl diseases in
the camp. Secondly, in many cases mothers avolded medicel in-
spection when thelir children were 1ll and many were not ad-

mitted to hospital until they were in a lete stage of illness,

6e Of the 38 deaths recorded, 25 were of the measles-pneumonia
group. Of the remalining 13, 9 were chronic disesses with a
fatel prognosis. The age distribution of deaths is as follows:

0 - 2 years: 21 (all of the measles-pneumonia group)
2 - 10 years: 11
10 - 15 years: 2

50 70 years: 4

The specific death rate for measles end the pneumonia
group in the camp, however, was only 2,6 per 1000 per month.
The figure for the same diseases in Greece (1938) was 2,19
per thousand per month, The death rate is thus surprisingly
low, both absolutely and comparatively.

WORK

1. It 1s a fundamental principle of & refugee camp that the
refugees should be kept as fully occupled as possible. 1In
Moses Wells Camp there have been grest difficulties militating
against full employment of the refugees. 1In its early stages
it was purely a transit camp, and it was impossible to begin
training schemes or to use refugees for camp staff jobs,
Secondly, the shortage of staff and the lack of leaders among
the refugees has msde organization difficult. Thirdly, equip-
ment and tools have been hard to obtain,

2. Some 100 refugees are working in the camp elther eas
cleaners, kitchen assistants, needlewomen or labourers., They
are pald approximetely 50 plastres s week, instead of the

usual pocket money issue of 15 piastres. Although it is argu-
able that refugees should be expected to work in the camp with-
out pay, it has been decided that wages should be paid partly
as an incentive to work, partly to raise the status in the

camp of those who work, and partly so that the more thrifty can
accumulate some small cepital against thelr return to the

homes, where they have in many cases lost everything or sold

up all thelr possessions to pay for a caique passage from the
islends to Turkey.

Se The following work schemes are now being put into operations:

(a) needlework and sewing for the repaiﬂ; alteration and
meking of elothing. It is hoped to employ 100 women in due
course. Thirty are employed at the moment,

(b) embroidery. The more expert needlewomen are being
encouraged to do artistic work under the guldence of two
instructors.

(¢) hendwork. It is proposed to get up a workshop for
the instruction of boys in woodwork and metal work, and for
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the making of useful camp furniture. Already some 12 refugess
ere working in a smell workshop, but difficulty is being ex-
perienced in obtalining sufficient tools and in erecting a suit-
able workshope

(d) cobbling: Two or three cobblers are at work repaire-
ing shoes and boots,

(e) construction: Refugee labour is being used under
R.E. direction in the extension of the camp,

EDUCATION

de A school hes been set up in the camp, and nearly 400
children are in sttendance., Seven teachers have been found
from among the refugees, one of whom is qualified. Books and

equipment have been donated by Cgiro schools and from other
sources.

2. An elementary course related to the officiel program in
Greek elementary schools is followed as closely as possible,
Every effort is being mede to obtain the services of Greek
teachers from Cairo during the period of their summer holidays.

Se School hours are from 10 a.m. - 12:15 and from 4 p.m, =
5:30 pem. They are restricted by the avallable accomodation,
but special school tents are now belng erected and it should
soon be possible to extend the instruction,

4, The refugees are eager for their children to attend
school - not least because they are thereby relieved of the
trouble of looking after them - and there are few absentees.

GENERAL

1, On the whole Moses Wells Camp runs smoothly and effi-
ciently. Shortage of British staff is perhaps the chief diffi-
culty, but that is inevitable when Britlish mesnpower 1s strained
eS8 1t is today. Much of the success of the camp 1s due to the
keenness and enthusiasm of the British military steff. The
versatility and adaptability of the ordinary British private

is elways surprising, and the influence which they have over
the refugees is considerable,

24 The value of the cemp i1s not only that it provides a home
for refugees, who have fled from Axlis oppression. It is

glso & most interesting subject for study, endprovides exper-
ience of difficultles which will be met with on a far greater
scele in post-wer Europe. The experience galned in Moses

Wells will be useful for personnel who will heve to grapple
with similar problems. Arrsngements are now in hand for train-
Ing personnel in Moses Wells for the p art they will be called
upon to play after the war, end 1t is hoped to be able to

give members of voluntary soclietles too first hand experience,

Dovering letter, dated 12/17/43, Cairc #7, signed b
Lincoln MacVeagh: Sub ject: Greek Relief-Responsibllities
eand Operations of MERRA

wbs/cwe




EMBASSY OF THE
'ITED STATES OF AMERICA

Near the Government of (Greece

Cairo, Dec, 17, 1943

No. 7

Subjeet: Greek Helief - Responsiblilities and Operations
of MERRA (Middle Hast Refugee and Relief
Administration)

The Honorable
The Secretary of State
Wiashington

Sir:

For the Department's informastion, and as of possible
value in defining the precise responsibilities and
activities of the British organization known as MNERRA,
(Middle ‘ast Refugee end Rellef Administration), now very
much to the fore in connectlon with the whole relief probe
lem in this area, I have the honor to enclose hearewith a
memorandum whilch has recently been drawn up by that or-
ganigzation, entitled "Movement of Refugees in the Middle
East under MERRA ausplces,"”

The Department will observe that this memorandum, in
addition to describing the organization as part of the
office of the British Minister of State, deflines 1ts re-
sponslbilities as (1) formulation of poliey regarding the
disposal of refugees in the liiddle East, (2) control of
refugee movements in this srea, (3) supervision of rela-
tions with local govermments, (4) liaison with the Greek
Ministry of Soclal Welfare both as to general and parti-
cular problems, (5) coordinetion of the activities of
voluntary socleties assisting CGreek refugees, and fin-
ally (6) the maintenance of refugees in the lioses Vells
camp, It makes very clear that the lioses camp is the
only camp "maintained" by this administration,

In thils connection, I would refer to the uepartmentﬁs
telegram No., 1859 of November 30, 1943, communicating
certain plans formulated by UNRRA (United Nations Relief
and Rehgbllitation Administration) to absorb MEREA as an
operating agency, and call attention to the fact that
actually MEREA has a very small operating staff, to be
found almost wholly at the lioses Vells Camp. For opera$-
ing purposes, 1t 1s counting heavily on private assist-
ance, American as well as British, All persons wishing
employment with MERRA for relief in the Balkans are ine-
formed that they should apply to one of the volunt
socleties, These socletles participate in a councig,
known as the Cairo Council for Balkan Rellef, of whose
organization and functions I am wld the Department
is already informed. At present Mr, W. 1, Matthews,
Director-General of MERRA, 1s the Chairman of this counecil.




-2-

It eppears to constitute the nearest thing to an operating
agency that is as yet connected with MEREA. At the time
it wes set up, the Chalrman stated that "besides its main
functlons of coordination and cooperation, the Council
will serve as & channel through which the various asuthori-
ties may be able to draw upon the resources of the constite
uent organizations," and minutes of the personnel sube-
committee of the council show that its constituent volun-
tary socleties will probably be called upon to supply as
many as 1500 operatives, of which number American volune
tary socleties are expected to furnish at least half. At
present I understand that before American agencles can
perticipate in this fashlon under the over-all direction
of MEI they must recelve clearance from our FEA
\Foreign Economic Administration),

Respectfully yours,

(signed) Lincoln MacVeagh

Enclosure
Memorandum

Sent in ozalld to Department
ile No. 848

LMacV/ad
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
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MOSES WELLS CAMP AS A SFECIIN RIFUGER CAMP

gite and buildings.

1. Moses Wolls Refugee Cemp is 27 nilecs cast of Sucz on the Gulf of

Quez, It comprises some 103 scres of desort. The colimate is of Medi-

terrancan type, Summer temporatures arc generally over 70° and som

ag much 28 100 . The winter is mild end the tempcrature rarely ”l

sclow 409 in the coldest r‘-o*z*'}:. The annual rainfall is 80 inches.

gitec presants the adventages of & coastel arce and the prevalent winds
£ stagnant

arc cool in swmer. The sandy soil prevents the acoumulation of
woater @and allows good surface draining.

Ze The site is free from the danger oi‘ bilharzia and other
diseases endemic in Tgypt, since t}'“:m, arc no irrigation canals
declta. Thero is no dangct of ool LuL-b-l.On from nativcse The canp
ard far from the nearcst native-inhabitcd locality.

the doscrt cnvironment the proximity of the camp to
£ the hills of Atska eeross tho bay give some scenio
comp. lMorcover thc oxistenoc of a deep wator jehty

rangport nagy and componsates for a somcwhat difficult road

ioW 0

approach .,

The canp congists of some permancnt bulldings, about 300 T.P.I.F
and 4 Iris huts. Tho buildings arc used as follows i~

Groeck doctors 'ﬂ'tc.rk, end meos
Administrative bulldin_:, and officcrs quarters
Clothing storoe

Purip house

Ration gtore

Medical inspceticn room

Three: isodation nnaitse

o hospital buildings

TwWo sookhouses,
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hutz are usod as follows -

\

a) Two double huts as dining-halls, capacity 800 cach
b) Onc singlc hut as storc
) One edaglo ut as reercation roowm.

arc capablo of holding up to 20 rcfugces por dou blc
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charitoble sourccas. Of this clothing 807 was provided by the
vorisen Rod Crons, 107 by the Canadian Red Oross, 5% by tha Greok
Croos and 5% by tho British Red Crosa.

Tho clothing is -onbircly suiteblo for issuo te rofugoces.
appoar to be throe makn clossos of r“h.k, clothing supplicds-

First olass clothing such os knitted pullovers, woollen shirts,
ovarall suits, nostly of childron's sizos nmoado by Red Cross
chaptors. . -

Socond hand olothing of uscful sizc and typo.

Uscless now ond sooond }a:zr.d sclothing, mach ao thousands

of pairs of singlo shoce, dancing punps, thin ovening
drosses'and fur coatd.

3o Atifirst o asyston of individual issuo in;casos of proved
nocessity was introduced, It was unsuccossful., Thosc people vho
viere the most invetorato hoardors and seroungers nanaged £o "prove"

seaelty, and to :nr:-:’;uﬁ.r‘u r'=c--‘-:.'c 41\.1: ing.: Mercover, the fulfilmont
of any individual demond is bascd dipon stoek, and as, obviously, Ihe
largor tho Btock thé moro t_',n_'ncruus tho ;issue, @ it becomes, ,_rzrtnt
t‘x"-‘f the article which is hold -in myfficiont stock. to moot the demand

* tho total etrongth of tho comp will oventually bo issucd to that
utrun-th, sincc as tho availa h;lﬂsf of an article bocomes ;;-;:uarén‘c to
tho refugows;’ so tho daiand.gocs up The first come first scrved
principle moans that those who are in most nood rarely got clothing
Thoso who are turned awgy complain of favouritism,

Le This :\,rr"f(“- hos now boon supcrseded by a ponernl comp-issue of
clothing wien aveiloble. Cortoin standord, articlos of clothing such
ns overalla for mon and Wonicn and tunies and shorts for childron arc
now bheing produced in tho eanps.

5 Exporionce has:shown that the bosg 'ﬁrL.,tlcu.blc gy otem in

mch a8 loses Wolls is'a genoral issuce ef standord clothing. ':_t.p :.z_ g
anll ptaff snd o fow loadors mons tho refugecs, it is almos e
impo sedblo to check in dotail the clothing vhich rcfugecs hmc brmfﬂ“b
fror Greecec or neguiroed in tho Middlo Eost. Some refugees hoave oo uircd
unroasonable quentitios of clothing. - Canp inspections are only por tly
cfféotivo in bringing them to light, and oven if thoy ore found it is
alno gt inposeiblo to impound  then. ‘

Tho main clothing roguircrionts for refugoocs arca as followe
Essontial Items ;
and’ oy Womeon and childron Inf'onts
ralls (sommor) Drosses Ioyettco
sors (wintor) Shocs Diapers
ont £leoved mallovers (wintor) Pullovers (winter) - Bonnety
} Stocking s ) Boottoes
Veots Carying bl
Hand towols ;
Sanitary towols




Topees, Bootlaces, Bracoe Belte 1 sotd ot oll s ceommended
ismca), Night wear (£ iritto

7. ! Seanstrébecs work in’ tho:comp store ropairing and altering
any torn or worn garnents. Cascs ond bales arc cupticd ag soon &8
rossiblo after rrcolp‘t and tho garménts dre dusted with naphthaline
powder, folded ¢ gtaclked on cbhvercd sholves. All foldp are altored
over periods of mt longor than oight woeks whon the clothing is shokon,
bricily aircd, ro-dusted and re —qt l‘u

8. The large najurit:; of f'c*"'-l-:,- refugcca arp officiont mecdlo-
women and repair end alter their own garnonts. Refugecs show & tondeney
to honrd all ncw or scrviccablo clothing rccoived and wear only rogds
Psychologicelly this may bo attributed partly to dosire Ho ccowwmlato
dacent apperel for th«.:m vtturn hone, and partly to ont Li‘fDl‘t $o obbain
rorc clot uJ..Ln‘

G, B= o Thero afe osbblors in tho camp vwho repair shogs. '?-.-"my of' the
poorer refuzcos hava ‘1ittlo ‘appreciantion of the volue or eare of thoir
octwear, -0ften thoy ruin thon ...J'."'.n_'..lf‘.trjljf pnreecipt in ewder o
obtein gréater confort; for cxamplc, both teo caps nnd -hoel wppere

rehovred «

10. ‘Thero 1s'a woekly isouo.of 4 ozs. of goap.per head , | for washing
elothing, ]

Sanitotion and “Hysicnc.

1 ‘Wator f shioGokhouses and washing ploges runs through greose

trops into large soakoge pits dug in tho sand filled with old }':-.:mvl tins
ané covercd over. Thia ncthod is nof perticularly satisfactory whorc the
gite ig only‘a -foot aboverped le‘wl since tho. level,sf the soakage pits

risss and £alls with the '-tidg;'; Al ttf rrothod night be to ercote on \ Dy anth
Lesq ;

artifichl fall for tho- Wi -11:( water from tlu; ,w}huuuw and ~the wash
nlotes, thon to run %he witer in open culverts to: the scas

- g t A i L. L
g i fhe latrines in use arc battorics of Turkish type squslbiing
lakrihcas’ They consist of larze pité with' concrote -cover. in wh ich hole
src cut. The salt wotor lur.r(.-}_ in tho pilts ie within 6 ft. of;the covor

sk o8}
n,‘ the water acts na o noturel diginf uC*c-;t

lntrines have not proved q;uitr: satisfoctory. First
',-'uf“*l;/‘ filled with L,\crrt' at a rato faster tho
netructcd in which ovent pits bocome brocding Eroun

It is now t—..r'ul.\'::-k_:l to' condtruct bucket H/ o latrines with
and to dispose of the exercta in .u,l-‘a-un ingcinar-

ny typo ablution benches covered with
"-5‘»_ throuch grease traps to sockege pita

difficultics of &an itntion there nas
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ovidonco of cpidamics arising from.this causc. Every offort is being
made to find improved sanitoary arrongiments, One main problom is,
howover, tho difficulty of providing adequato suporvision to enforce
hygienic, atandardﬂ.. S

Discipli

1 "7 Refugec facilitios are allowed by tho Egyptian Governmont
providing that refugees ere accormodated speeially in rofugee camps., In

law they arc under tho jurisdiction of the civil authorities in Eg;y‘pt. The
camp administrator can rostrain any person breaking the law and-hond him over
to the cipil polico., He can.plso witheld privileges from delinquont
rofuzces, but he has no right of imprisonmont, fining, or inflicting

corporal mnldment He hae the normal rights of diseipline over f‘r’a,]c

or Tritidh soldiors in the COp .

2 The problem of maintaining discipline among the refugees hos
complex frcets. Persuasion and oppeals to reason have only partial
scecess. Morocover, tho refugces are woll awaro that tho Administrotion

of tho camp has fow sanctions which it con really ap ply., Thercfore
diroot orders aro often flouted, and tact rathor. than toughnoss is

Y t,Cg,LlIf_L«(" ;

3. In the last resort it is extromely difficult to enforce an
order on rccaleitrant and somctinmes militant rofupoe proups compo k,(,\‘. a.8
thoy mostly arc of women ~nd children,

4, L Individual sanctions which.havo some offoect arc the withelding

2]

of pocket monoy and the withdrawol of - the right to roceive visitors. The
formcr is not always offcective since many rofugecs posscas suma of money
scnt from outside, and arv not dopendont on provision by the camp.
Collective. punishments. which aroe genorally objcetionable include
privation of pocket monoy, closurc of the cantoon, exelusion of visitors
nnd toe stopping of cineme shows.

Se_ The. chief dolinguencics which are diffioult to chiock are aich
thing s a8 abstracting food from tho dining halls, eoting and cooking in
tents,.and avoiding medical inspoction, Such dclinquc'xc:l.os gan bost bo
chockod by vigorous inspection, but in fact'tho exifencies of medical
mrovislon make this difficult

.3-'Ci 1 1 f

1. A playgwound for children, with swinzs, slides and soo-saws:
hos boon 80t up on tho camp. Thore is also a football pitch. Refugees
have- 1ittle intorest; howover, in organised gemes, and prefer to aamse

themselves on the sea shore. The children join together in Greek dances.
A eanteon has boen set up in the camp.

Religious services arc held weekly by the local priest, who olso

L

porforma christenings and burinls. Important Groek Saints' days are alm
chacrved. (nc pyroblem was the nccessity for the conscoration by the Greok
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pricsts of a apoci ».\1 +ruuwi, the cxisting cometerics boing

4y \ mobilc cinoma visits thc camp once o wecks Ioenl troops
and Red Cross concort partics have given ontertainmment. Twice 2 week
o ted car of Canal Aroa .Iolfﬂ.»re Unit visits tho canp to distribute
free ten to play rmusaic.: Rofugces pay for :therentranse to tha

s
o
&
A
(83

cinema from thel-r.pockf_,t noney s

Lvery rtm'oc ‘18 inspected on arrival.at.the c;-'m. One
‘-, otor and two nurses inspcet the rofugees in their lines ory dog., -
As stated, medieal inaspoebion is difficult, since *'hm' Ttonpt -
to awoid the discovery of :ic-l'm,ss which will lsad to removal to the
canp hospitals. llothera with -sick children attempt to avoid inspeetion
by moving from tont to  tent.

1ere are five Greck doctors in the comp, one dentist and one
--';“.s."-r'v chemist, Tho nursing . gtaff is ‘upa,r' ie_f_ by a matron, It
ists of two profossicnal nurses ond twmt- assistant nurscs. Thero
raining schomo in oporstion in the camp to traln batches of young
pgea g nurscs, 61 girla have "gualifigd” as ossis hmt nur_,ra in
8 Wglls during the laat zovan munthsw

. Thers is hospital acccommedation for 100 patients in the two
camp hospitals and the -subsidiary ‘rm gpital tonts. This provision is
.-4:_.111_3’5.:. Thanks to suppliocs.roceived from tho Greek end American Red
Crosscs the hospitals are well cquipped. Current medical supplies-pre
indented from the Army

Se. I An analysis 10 spital - admiasions,; medical inspection roonm,
-\11: ""J.L'h, a r*. .:‘. dcaths i. attachoed to this paper. It will
a ot denl of attention has been given
te th._ r*,,.a.w,l care .T. » rofugocas: On tho vhole, therc oppear to be
no :significe mt. doduetions which can bo Arawn as to tho cffocts of mal-
r‘ntrlflL.n wWhich 'thuy.uuli‘z‘src;_i in Grogoen. -Aftor a year in the Middle
Eost there iz litfle, if an gign of gtheir past a.lfforln, 8, It iB truc
that in moat coses rofugecs H"'rn alrendy boen out-of Grooce for medical
statistics for Chosno ond Syris hove nyt yot boen cnalysed. Yet it
cne fair ‘b’) h;-iuc-'- that the cffoc t aof malnutrition have been largely
provision of adegua J‘J.-r‘l,_ shelter and elothing. Ouly
:.‘.‘1.1'_.3!1“0«31'-9 has boen repontad: and the use. of artifisia
has not baen zri_-:'lic:‘.lly ncc:_-c-;s_-.r';,- cxceopt in this czse,

The constant orrivol of new *'-rtlos of refugecs and the visits
relatives from outside the eamp tend to incroase the sickness rato.
The relatively hich foath rate of younp children from measles
plicatad by broncho-pnewnonia is attributed partly to the fact that
o frosh party of rofugees, who'had a ¢old. and unconfortable journey
from :'-'-‘;ri-" erpived ot the ocomp ot the height of a measles epidemic

and complieated influonza and, bronchial disezses in the camp.

COMm=-

5. af the 38 deaths rccorded, 25 werc of the moasles pneoumoniz
group, of the remaining 13, @ wore chronie disoascs with a fatal
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prognosis, Tho ago distribution of deaths is

Ll

of  the mensles pnounonia group)

5'0.

The speeific death rate for measles ond > pneumonin group in tho
however, was only 2.6 per 1,000 per nonth, The figure for the soms
1iscasod in Greece (1938) was 2,19 per 1,000 per month. The déath’

rate was suprprisingly low.

Warl

1, It is important that refugeecs should be kept as fully bveeupiald
a8 posaible. In.Moses Wells Refugec C-"‘;.‘L‘-: there have been factors mili-
tating against full onployment. .In ils carly stages the ¢

o
2 transit eamp, and it wns not poesible to t'".:lrt".ul:Lt(a l::m term occupa-
tional schemes. Socondly, the lack of leadsrs among rafugees them-

'p was puroly
crm

aelvea has mede oceupa 'Llunf'.l or handicraft or:':ml""*mn aife cult.

&l L

Thirdly equipment and tools have becn scarce, -

2 .-n'lr. 100 rcefugecos arp working in the camp ecither os cleoners
kitchon assistants, needlewomen or labourers. They are poid anyruxr'it|1y
plastros o week instead of the usunl pocket money of 15 piastres.
Ithough it is arguable that refugees should.be expected to work in tho
1ip without pay, it hos been decided that wopés should be paid
incentive to work, partly to raise the status in the ceonmg
"fﬂ """‘lI"bI_Q_,‘ so that the more thrifty con ascumulate some

3t their return to ther homes, where thoy have in many

Ve "*"bl‘ ing. Mony sold up thei pmes and possgssimms in

Turkey.

"‘-.l_tﬁ;'r'-'_"-."_'.i\):':. and
o llJ thing .
ot th

I3
L4

the camp, nenrly

fonund from anm
ipment hoave )
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Experiencc in
which will gertainly be
Turane .
for the part which they will
tion. It is hoped to give 1
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SUK-EL-QAL,

This comp was originally cetablished soon after the fall of
to aM&FuJ"”"t) refugees who had come out with the British Forces
cir retreat 8 been carried on since then 4o house temporarily
_“41t1n; ;hlrmcnt o Centrol ond Bast Afriecn after they have
an islands through Turkey to Aleppo, where they
out - tho men to thé Arny and the othors to the camps,
v:;-.n;-_.r femilics at u;lay have been 'thur'a for over a yeor and
> on o Africa, but to return straight to Greeco.. The
bad reputation from the point of view of adninistration and
but this has been much improved of reecnt nontha., There is
tho nenr future the resent refugees chould be moved
the comp uwsed #o a .;r-u"1tf-'_".'.l(-.'scuit h-.mr, or at least
thosc refugees in all e anps who could bencfit from
1 conditions.

T A e i
fromn the Aerc

ROPUTATION AND ACCOIMODATION

At the beginning ' of August, 1823, thore were about 950 rafy
area; 260 in 7 hotels ond larse houses in onc villagze and the
Suk-gl-Gab in 16 more hotels and houses. Tho population ineludes ahout
and &80 children. “Most of the mon are too old for the amy, but
discharged for other reasong, All the houses sn: hotels lie on

upper: side of a road running round the mountoin ot out 3,000 fc
ve sen level with o quite magnificent view over Beiruth and
vterranean. The place'was a health resort

rcs

1"1(- Med 1=
in peacc time ond no of tho
arc built on the princl_izic of &
sore housn on tho rround flosr and o larzo centre hall above
vetories and kitchene on the cast side backing dnto the mountain,
~enting off on the north and south sides and balecony to the west
erlooking the sea. In sddition to tho houscs and hotels. there is o
11 sture room behind one of the hotdls, thoro
m-'lm G with his officc, there ic o

belonged to we althy Syrians and

is n house ocoupied b
building oscupicd by the G

iTesk
ere is a mall hospital with disponsory and MI room; also a
hroom,

J

sume of tho hotels have 2 second storcy with a gollery round
hall., NMost of these are furnished, but t}\ houases hava only
boxee for furmiturc, The fmilics who have been in the

\zest have the furnished rooms. There is some jenlousy about

: houses ond hotels there arc one or two gopa
raba in which the men «

»rhotels which

and cafes
reh 9t and talk, There are bizg rooms

schoolrooma for the children snd for
atherings of the whole camp.

ik i

ponsible to the Grioek Ministry Soeinl Wellsx
io ossisted by o few Greck ¢ and &n inter-
cddition o Greek guard of about 12 men with an of' ficer
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& Greck corporal lonke aftor the stor¢ room snd issucs the rations
' Greek doctor with o chemiat and two ordcerlies and o nurse live in tl
hogpital and providc its staff.

Relations between the camp and HERRA are limitod to deeizions
nbout tho movements of rcfugecs which are organised through the Graoek
Ministry of Soeial Velfare. No voluntary sccicties appear ty have taken
an interest in the cmp ever. The 9th Army sub arce has o very limited
reaponsibility for the camp, mainly excreised through the h,*lrm suuadl
corporal who makes a daily inspecction.. This wos instituted cfter it wes
discovercd that the camp was in a very unclean and: insonitary condition
The Allied Forces (Greck) Liaison Officer taokes on interest in tho eamp

CATFRING AND FECDING,

Rations aro provided by tho 9th Army, roughly 2 amy rations
with varintions to mect dict of Crccks. Soft rations arc issued daily
to one menber of oach family, hard rotions woekly, charcoal for braziers
monthly from supplics bought by '-urs"-.am'l".nt with monoy from Greck Einistry.
The queue is orderly and only o fcw fomily representotives come at o time;
they hove other things to do. Thr,- Greek corporaldoes the issuing over &
counter, having azlready weighed cut units for diffcrent sizes of family.
Fach family has o card issued for the day which is given up for the
rations and for the noxt day's card. Thorc scemed to be little pilfering
and no abuses.

; Families cook for themselves on their little braziars either in
the kitchen of the house or in the central hall, Washing up focilitics
are providdédd. TFach family is icsued with its own utensils end some have
designed ovend, ete. and cook for each ather. The mess is carcflily oleored
awayand kitchens and halls kept spotlesely clean. Soap and scrubbing
brughes are issucd regularly., Roome though used f‘or eating as well as
sleeping ond living are bet unfu]l_r clean and not 2t -all amelly.

No pooket money is iasued, but rations are mppls-:r-.ent‘,c‘. by
anall puirchases from the shops and c{‘l‘ss from savings end earnings of
soldicr husbands and by. things brought home by soldiprs on leave.

The children look well fod and full of encriy.- The doctor
h*‘-s a little milk ond gropefruit jnice for invelids. No complaints

cro made thourh asked for.
STTRES.

e P AR

o r—— e m—

No storcs are kept. Rations nrc issued aos

soon as they come
in. The conmniandant has a tiny rescrve of clothing for absolute necessity.
The refugees hove the clothes thay were issued with at Alepro and one or
twes families hove sewing '..lu.c}“l_].t‘li’_-d and buy anall guentities of r:lo‘ch in
the town. Somo children zo about without shogs, @8 they would at honme,
Lveryone looked adequately drassed. :

There arc no gifts from voluntary societies, eto.

=
£
o
1

BEAE.

All refugees hove their pepeors but. thore appeared 4o be no
of camp rezistration.
Refurees can go into the villagc or down to the town Wi
perizoion. Theoy use tho loosl post office for all Lc‘tr_r 8, ele
The 35 children are divided inbo two age groups for
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ard arc tousht by tio Greek toachera with some assis tancc.

Therc are no ocnccrts, cinema shows or communal activit
an occogionel vislt by o Greek Minister, I"_.~:at f.:.“-;?‘.llit:& are
busy looking ofter thoir children, cooking, mending clothes,

x‘- oriz and taking it in turns to cloon \_-th central halls

wens end loewvatories. ""hi; refugees socmed to be room-proud

their things tidy and very clean. Wevertheless o genersl
-""T*"L.-;rsk;_'. fﬁr L.n‘t 1"'L.".J."|.. ents and emyone who could provid:
; art vccupations - sewing, carpentry, eto. -
"--.',alznu. The two ’.';-‘lg:-_' schoolrooms could be um'.u'-.
ginging ebe.

rationcd by only being turncd on at certain timea.
water closets end sinks for woshing up and lsundry

tho nmunieipality'e scwer,

a conmuncl bath and dthower roon and refus

week ot pain of having their rations cut.

Refuse ie deposited in bins, which arc collocted daily by two
Greclk puards on a mule eart end teken sy the municipality.,

AN army h;,n:ir;-m. squad corporal doos o daily tour
of the entire comp with tho interpreter.  Thoy sce that
:.'.x._luf’ u;, and dirty familics are roporied to tho comman

3 f'or cont d offences. The result of thic scems to be a
.Jlu suceoed n_n::.rt from o fow unused rooms, vwhich were breed '.1'..';
8 staggoringly cloan..., tiled £leors scrubbed, lave
ancd and 211 rubbish in bias.

LEDICAL.

&nall hoop 128 two 8 1 wards with about_& beds each,
and on ..1I I"\_.-._.!. \;'.,'L\‘r 18 from Chios and re] uted Lo he
spenscr 1o o chemist with on interest in subhonunides.

» only thres cascs - very minor complaints - in the hospitel,
£o down to the hospital in the town. There has hesn very

or 111né88, probably mainly due to the climate. T":h:-

is bcautfully cleon and the staff scenod keen., The refupcos
looked flourishing.

to be high, 1~ﬁfu- ees are looking for“*'rn
Jul,nuz- and £‘- el that Beiruth looks in Ll.(:.
eny refugees have ¢ri there for some time and
Yo be moving south. The other main reasen {'
ugly that **10:'-'?' i:"m‘.ilif 5 are fairly well oceup
The Commandant appes 1‘;,-6. to be popular and
uthority. 13-,_,;. 8
cif'orced ; but
if' nccessary. Some occupsations for tha g
0ld pricst lives in one hat
of ill children, sppearcd
judging by the pictures v







FIRPOSE AND HISTCORY.

Thi§ camp was taken over to accommodate the stream of Greek refugess coming out
from the islands off the Turkish coast in the middle of ¢94-2. iny familics
have been sent on to Moses Wells and drafted on to Contral Afriea. It is
expected that tho present population will be drafted to Ethiopia. With
thizg in mind those who were unfit to %travel, about 65, were sorted outb
and sent to a hostel in a monastery ocutside Jorusalem.

POPUIATION AND ACCOMMODATION .

At the beginning of August 1943 there Werc 374 rcfugees in the St. Inke's

- L0

Camp, 2bout 130 of these being .children. The cemp ic made up of about

ton brick huts with Nisson rooves and about B> tents, EPIP and 180-1b.

It is situated next door to the military camp just above the coast

road running"from Haifa to Tel-Aviv, 2 miles from Haifa, just bolow

the hills and ‘about 400 ‘f-.rd::' from the sca. I should expect the whole

camp to be washed awgy after aheavy rainstorm. The tents are pitched

on sand to the south of tm, buildings with a goodly crop of thistles

growing amongst them. Tho buildings include an administrative block,

quarters for the Yugoalav Guard, % schoolrooms, dining room for the

childron, wash-houso, two kitchons, storercom with penthouse, corpentry

ghop and scveral donmnitories for 2 number of the families and for the

boye. During the wet weathor all the families had to s queoze into the

btuildings. The boys have & dormitory of their own. Thorc is no fur-

w*u“o besides wooden beds and soap boxes, excopt for & small number of
n bedsteads for tho old people. Except during the rains most familiews
fen the tonts. ' '

\\,""L '[l»\f‘r‘
I L

Gapt, Vrodenburg of the Ninth Army ie the commandant of the camp.
ghaf?® sonoishu of two WO's and three or four OR's, Tho Greck staff
plote of an interpreter from Cyprus, two Greok officers and the MC,
Gorroral cool and ons or two other OR?*s. The guard consists of ten
£ I :;";j‘tion thero is o ctrpenter from amo st the rofugees,
la; provido the sanitary squad.
Relaticns boetvzen tho camp and MERRA are limited to tho movement of refuge
vilth the aerecment of the Groek Minlstry of Social Welfare. Capt.
wedonbuye 1e roconnaible to Allied Ferecs (Reception) Sth Army. 1
voluntury socichiss appear to have taken 'any interest in the ocamp except

*.._'c. an; Mra, ook of tho Soelcty of Friends who have arranged tu provide
fumd & e Yoy ibution uf a i'.l‘Tt oy s 1 1\. PE i 5&-".“’ TO :'.11 thc G‘ﬂil‘!‘-'j;‘_".__,'

the 9th Army and sorted out |
after the.sctual store. The
gtaff messes, those for the

"._‘}*.‘,‘_:

messcs all
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dirccetion of 2 Groek corporal, who with the holp of a rota of rcfugcos
sroduecs all the food in ono kitchen for the children and in anothor for
the: uthers. The children, boys and girls of school oge, oat communelly -
a pnow institution which is very sudcossful and populaer - and the familios
tave thoir food from the kitchen to their tonts. Thoy are allowed to brow
up outeids their tents and there have not yet beon any fires. The system
scemb to work well and to be pepular, lergoly because of the efficiency
of the Greck cook. THe tents, t}'--:,u-"“ used for cating seemcd tidy and
clean. One or two fromilics hod paved the floors of their tents with
shells from the shore. The school :nildrer. file through their kitchen

to et their portions ond take tham to their hut, wherc the tobles

wave beon laid by a rote of refugees. ' The schoolmasters kecp order

and one of the kitohon helpers scrves seconda,’ Femilies have their

own wtensils for waich they are responsible after isbues

Poeket money is now issued by the Greek Ministry of Soecinl Welfare and

A has boen oponed whére mmall supplonents’to rotlons conibe

Al of milk per doy is issued to oll the o ilrxron. This is bought
from looal produccrs and peid for by the' Fr:t.m 8. Theo childron look
well on it, but were apparently ot onc time ra thwr below standord.

The eommunal dining has in the opinion of the QM riven them e beltbter
gharo.

STOHES .

A very mall storo of blankots and camp equipment is kept by tho oS with
s OR to help him) The commandant keops & very small store of clothing
f.r very hard cases. All the refugeecs looked ade quastoly dressed with

he elothes thoy had from Aleppo end amall supplenentation from shops
BLNeG,

There aro no gifts from voluntary socicties.

There apresred t0 be no spesial system of camp r cgistration.
Refugecs can go into the town with permission,
The childran aro divided into two groups:for lessons which arc given
by twWo Grock schoclmastors.

-I._,r': did not apbeor to be’any entortdimmonts, but-the refu

*‘rw ir contoen room. There are one or two scwing mechines.

waghing, hclping in the kiktchon and koeping rooms ond tents

.,I.fl‘-, o keen tho women oceupied. The girls were sweeping out,
sehoolrooris whon I was thorc. More cetivities could be cneoursged
and asaisted to pood offcet.

cstnp have been superseded by tho
ensure that the refugces usc
1i.n.;:,=. Therc are two abluti

: in addition to the W
vhich arc emptied by the muni-
the refugecs sess that a




rooms arc
Refugoas
games period.
day or thec
o liking to them.

mandant mokes

Oon

an1l hospital cate v for.-minor illness ond has only about a
: staff scencd comm tent and obviously
Leen 1ittle illncss until' just recontly

ing of dipthoria and onb of

worg unfit and left thc comp devc loped trachoma W
Jerusalem, but therc was no Sif ot it in the comp It is hope

Morale scemed to be very hirh and both the AMSM and Mr. and Mrs.
had talked to Copt. Vredenburg about this attributed it to the
committee By

mmittoe is apparenily

ore
't squod s,
e

garpents

A
the refugecs re
hi




AT AIEPRO

were dosigned for the recoption, interrogation,
amination and ‘sorting after a quarantine period of
r.:.-r.r.in‘ "1rl1'1-" Turkey from thoe island s off tho Turkis
THrace, Yugoslavisn, cte. " The camps Were the rot
ra now ts_:ch'wic--"zl}_y under the 9th Argy. - There are
for interroscation. The etaff has chonged recently. ]
coutation some time ago, but are now quite improved. Refugos
out on srrival into -
o of military oges. Their oamp! is.purely o quarantine tronsit com
o8 arc kept for 14 days and then po sted to tho Greck Army in
Etim,. Oivilians are gquestioned as to their preferences and then
4 south for recruitment likewiged
nen of 1‘1l,u;1-~5.".'l,i.i tary agg, These refugeesd mu et
1ieal examination centre at the.men's
ing ry interrogation they are sent up to their
they arc kept until they are rcady to

or Palestine are ready to teke
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1 reasons.. . All. fooms ) len:
en,” ehildren: apd
'.iU'.r tor of the o0ld Turkish barracks

e

e

where refugc
rive much comfort.

.8 -;:'_._-_..Jlt”‘. with the

thre



TN ISTRAT ION .

bwo ATO officors - "".{‘ « Burn and -It. Schdpiro.

) Tho ment's eomp hos an 06 - Lt. Briton, o regular soldier who
rocently @seaped from Grcoee and runs the comp on pleasant but efficiont
militory 1ings end is VEXY D npular With the wholo camp. In addition
to the OC there arc o nunber gf Britidh nnd Greek OR'a. The admini-
strative staff scomed guite adeguate.

(b) The other eomp hos an 0C - Capt. Harrison of the Northumberland
Fusilicrs. Under him he Has Staff Sergeant QM, two pther sergeants
8 In addition ‘-J'w re are o Greek doctor, t'.'v'n British
ne refugces troaining to be nurses. A Lt. medical officer -
nakes o daily visits The camp S("-""t‘cl sllyl tly short handed.
ponsibility is linited to the movement of the non-military
1 conperation with the Greck ] mlstry of Socizl Welfare., The
wonsible for the interrozntion, the 9th Army for the administ-
T the eamps, Thoero is generally o liaison officer from the
.;r.-u: ArTiy .
Mo voluntayy societieos howve teken an interest in the comps.

1ls L

AND FEEDING

for buth conmps is drown from the 9th Army and consists

rny rations and is supplemented by loecal purchascs
w8, olives, oil, etc. to Which the rofugeces are
ently is has not been found nocessary to provide o spocial
who “have not boen properly fed for a long TiMe an
to Le aufficient to rchabilitzate the men at least from
and it .LM. on arrivel. It must be rematbercd that the refuzecs
y beoen sored for for o period while pnssing through Turksy.
The nien are fed communally, but in their respective messes as in
TrnLy .
() The others have the same food as the mer. The cooking is done
Greoek cvok who 19 poid and permancnt &nd the women are roped in for
geullery duties - peeling potatoes ond onionas, picking rice, cte.
There ig a nicaroni manufacturing room, vhorc the refugees make their
own maenroni from flour supplied by the army. There are complaints
"'m* the monotony of' the diet vhich are unavoidable. Refugces are
wirly finiclky ““J'Lﬂ whot they cat and will not eat anything to which
v are not aocugtoncd - e.g. swedes and turnips. Mezls are teken,
the dining hall i‘-.-*_. 7.50, 12.50 and 8,30, Admission is by queue
ticketo of asddmicsions, to avoid pcople coming round twice for
bring their own utensils in with them.
fugedd sen & upplemont their menls ot the conteen, where the Women
fruit, toh, ocoffoc, ete, and the men can get oig z‘-.rctt('-:i and beaer.
£2 per month is issued 28 pocket money for these purchases ind many
rcfugeus brinr out guite large sums in the form of T_'Jl"Dﬂ‘.l.JBDTy notes
as tho Turkish asuthorities allow no Greek drachma out of the country.
Sums og larec as £1,000 ore nos unusual. These are kept by the adnini-
stration.

the 9th army are looked after by the Staff Ser "q"',rl,‘f‘.
211 those who need it after disinfection of old




clothing.
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to be slosely superviccd or theoy take "'\,r opportunity to dad: round o
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and prid for their work. Thcese stay on at the cohp = C.ge & Doiler man,
n cotbler, tho cooks and sanitary squad. X
The children have school in the morni in &
tables and forms = about 20-30 boys ond girls with o Creok schecImistrsus,

spocini room with +treassle
Thers seemed to bg & lot of other children munning stout the camp at the
8ane nce Thari. is wno acghool in the afterncon find the amall bhoys
to wugh thers is ‘somcbody vho comos
Movenenha o almost cvory afterncon the boys are taken
for & "romblo®.

SAN ITATION .
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MERRA REFUGEE CANPS

Director We T. Mathews, and his asssistant,
¥r. Pleard, and other British
Cfficers. Other personnel largely
military. This constantly changes
as they are recalled for duty.

In Iran, September 23, 1943 there were seven
caups for Pollsh refugees with a population of
11,800, In East Africa under East African Relief

Administration (not MERRA but operstes through MERRA

for supplies): eleven camps, Polish and Creek, located

in Tangayika, Uganda, Northern Rhodesla and Southern
Fhodesia. The population as of June 30, 1943 in this
area 1a between 12,000 and 12,500. Of this population
12,000 are Folish and about 500 are Greek. In the
Belgian Congo there are 2,700 Greek refugees. The runm-

ber of camps is not known.

From the report by Dorothy Cox early 19043.




PFRYER'S REPORT OF OCTOBER 27, 1945

Name of Camp: ALEPPO - Reception caxmp for all refugees
coming out of Turkey
Locationt 30 miles from Syrian-Turkish border

Personnel: Camp Commandant, lieutenant in British Army

Number of First camp consgists of 200 men

refugees: Second camp consists 800 old men, women and
children

Name of Camp: SOUE-EL-GHARB - Overflow camp. Ideal for old
and sick people

Location: On a hill on Lebanon, overlooking Belirut

Personnel : Greek lat Lt., seven non-commissioned officers
25 invalid CGreek socldliers

Composed of several small hotels formerly
summer resorts, operated by the (reek Covern-
mont. It has 817 refugees (627 children under
sixteen and the balance older men and women)
Rations received from British Army.

Name of Camp: HAIFA -

Location: Two miles south of city of Halfa in Palestine

Personnel: British A.rq{ Captain
Br

four (4) tish non-commissioned officers
two (2) Greek soldlers (translators)
rifteen (15) Greek soldiers as guards

one (1) nurse

425 refugees (277 children under sixteen)

MOSES WELLS REFUGEE CAMP

Situated in a barren desert on gulf of Sueg
15 miles aoutlau‘l): of town of Sues (lMerra's
largest on

Between m.bo 1300 Greek refugees-

15% men, 55% women and 30% children

Koy persomnel mostly British-
clarge

Major in
three (3) Lieutenents
five (5) Creek doctors
one {1) Greek dentist
one (1) chemist
twenty-three (23) rnurses
guarded Greeksoldliers
1285 to native men employed in em?‘
4,000 Greeoks have been moved from Moses Wells into Ethiopla,Belgisn
Congo, Kanya, Uganda and Tangayika. When they leave Moses VWells
they are no longer under the care of MIRRA.




MOSES WELLS REFUCEES CAMP
TContinued)

Practically 758 of the supplies, clothing and blankets
for use of the refugees have been supplied by the American Red
Cross. The balance has been given by the Canadien, Greek and
British Red Cross and by some private individuals in Calro.
These are distributed by a PBritish Lieutenant in charge of
stores.

While NERRA only runs licses Wells it acts in a consul tory
capacity to all other camps,

All expenses are theoretlically charged against the Greek
Covernment and all supplles, except those mentioned above are
obtained from the British Army,




September 10, 1943

Establishment of Middle East
Relief and Refugee Administratlon

Mr. Kyan
Assembly Heall
Main Bullding

V. A. TURNER

In accordance with our telephone conversation of this
morning I heve reviewed the materlial we have in the files
regarding the establishment and functions of the Middle
East Relief and Refugee Administration. This materiel is
not as complete as might be desired due, I believe, to the
return of Relph Bain to the Unlted States and the sudden de~-
parture of Barber for Khartoum immediately after the forma=-
tion of the Administration. It is presumable that Bain report=-
ed orally on the subject and because of his illness did not
prepare a written report. 1 have therefore brought together
the various references to the Administration that I have been
able to locate and have set them down in chronological order.

The earliest reference to the possibility of the estab~-
lishment of such an Administration is conteined in a parephrase
of cable #999 from the American Minister at Cairo to the De=-
partment of State. This ceble, which wes forwarded to the
Chairman by the Under Secretary of State, 1s dated June 15,

1942. In it Mr. Kirk made the following comment and explana=-
tion:

"The lack of foresight and the makeshift

methods which have hitherto marked the efforts

to deal with the problem of foreign refugees in
this area have been the object of concern for

some time. As the Influx of refugees has been
threatened or materialized various welfare
agencies iIn the Middle Cast have assisted in
their care, up to the present there has been no
organlzed plan for this problem as a whole al-
though the British authorities have in general
essumed responsibility therefor. With the threaten=-
ed exodus of Poles from Russia and the possibility

of the removel or escape of Greeks from occupied
territory the possibility that a grave situation
might develop at eny time here becomes apparent,
I, therefore, conferred with Ralph Bain, American
Red Cross representative in the Middle East whose

judgment




judgment and resourcefulness have constituted a
source of strength in all relief emergencies which
have confronted us here, and he prepared at my
request a proposal for the coordination of all
Allied refugee relief in the Middle East, On the
basis of that proposal the British authorities and
the Minister of State in particular decided to co=-
ordinate the work of rellef organizetions estab-
lished in this area with specilal reference to Anglo-
American cooperation and steps were taken to form

a local rellef and refugee committee under the
chairmanship of the British Ambassador on which I
agreed to serve as well as a Central Executilve
Committee under the office of the Minister of State
on which Mr, Bain sgreed to serve as American Hed
Cross lialson.

"Following meetings of those committees the
Minister of State sent a telegram to the Foreign
Office in London stating inter alia that the refu-
gee problem in this area might comprise over 20,000
Poles, Greeks and Masltese requiring relief withiln
the next few weeks, that 55,000 additional Poles
might reach Iran in the neer future and that un-
less steps were taken to prevent the exodus of
hundreds of thousands of Poles might come from the
Soviet Union within the next months. In view
therefore of the gravity and megnitude of the
problem the Minister of State recommended that
the entire problem be placed before the VWar Cablinet
in London with the proposal that efforts be made
to allocate refugees to South Africa, the East
African colonies, Northern and Southern Rhodesia,
Madagascar, the Belglan Congo, Portugese East
Africa, the United States end Canada."

In section two of the cable Mr. Kirk outlined & plan for
the establishment of an Inter-allied Commission to deal with
refugee problems,

As a result of the receipt of this cable, we sent the
following message to Barber on June 18, 1843:

"WE 131. In view information reaching us from all
sources, including your reports reference present
end anticipated refugee problems Iren we prepared
undertake early shipment food, clothing for women,
children, and medical supplies sufficient temporary

care
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care 30,000 refugees, Iran. e prapose consign to
AVMcross for distribution in accordance present general
procedure but assume British prepared malntain primary
responsibility relief problems that area and will
welcome such Amecross assistance, Please cleer im-
medietely British authorities and advise."

To Mr. Welles note of transmittal, the Chairman replied on
19, 1942 in part as follows:

"T have read with interest the telegram from the
American Minister in Calro with reference to setting
up a governmentel orgenization to deal with the refu-
gee problem in the Middle East enclosed in your note
of June 17th.

"I have discussed this with Mr. Richard Allen, our
Vice Chairman in Charge of roreign Operatlons, and we
both agree that this is primerily a governmental problem
and concur in the recommendations of Alex Kirk. As the
refugees are in British controlled territory, 1t 1is
necessary that the British will teke the leed and
responsibility. I regret to say, however, that thus
far the British have done an awfully poor Jjob in all
their refugee and relief undertakings. IFor that
reason, when something along this line was first sub-
mitted to us we thought it unwise to have the American
Red Cross represented on the Commlttee over which we
reelly have no control and thus get the brunt of a
failure to do a creditable job. With the view, however,
of being of as much assistence as possible in a situa~
tion where we do not have the control, we suggested
that our representative, Mr. Bain, should act as a
lisison in order that we might be of as much help as
possible. The supplies which we sent to the Middle East
are now practically all distributed but if transporta-
tion is aveilable we could,of course, send additional
SUPDILON . oo snnooniy

"The British will want us to do the job, but if they
ere in command, as they should be under the circumstances,
we simply would be unsble without a free hand to do a
creditable job which tle American Red Cross 1s accustomed
to doing. Therefore, we should take a secondary place
end help &s much as we can under the circumstances.

In a memorandum covering a conference with Messrs. M. T,

Matthgws, Pickard, Barber and Bain on June 23, 1942, MNr. Bain
stated:

"As a result of cable ME-131 from Washington, we

conitacted




contected the British esuthorities in connection
with relief for Poles.

"yr., Matthews is to be in charge of the
MERRA (Middle East Relief and Refugee Administration)
under the Minister of State, who has full au=-
thority and control. A special policy committee
on refugee activities has been formed as part of
the War Council in which the American Minister and
the British Ambasssdor serve with the Minister of
State.

"As a result of our conference with lr. Matthews,
the following information and recommendations were
obtained:

"Phe British suthorities will assume the primary
responsibility for relief problems 1in the Middle=
Esst. They most heartlly welcome Amcross assistance.
They anticipate bringlng refugees from Persia and
establishing a camp at Basre where they will be
moved by boat to thelr finel destination somewhere
in South Africa. The whole scheme to be operated as
a coordinate plen under the M.E,R.H.A..

"The Poles are to remain in Fersia only during a
reconditioning and transitory perlod. An effort is
being made to cooperate with the Russian authorities
to control the exodus of Polish refugees from
Persie and to give proper care for those entering
the Middle East.

"The British Army is to provide basic rations. The
A.R.C. is requested to cooperate by supplying such
needed items to overcome melnutrition and supplement
Army rationS.ceesscsccses’

On June 25, 1942, Mr. Bain cabled:

155, Your 131. All British Relief activities now
veing coordinated under Minister of State, known as
Middle East Relief and Refugee Administration, with
Matthews as Director. Conference today clarifies
following. Greek children scheme held up due to
recent developments. British accept primary responsi-
bility and welcome Amcross asslstence. Britlsh Army
to furnish rations for refugees with result that
milk, soup powders and vitamln concentrates will be
urgently needed.”

A report
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A report prepared by Mr. lMore on September 3, 1942,
with regard to the discussions at an inter-office confer-
ence, held on September 1, to discuss the problems of
present and future Middle East Relief Operations, contains
the following:

"Mr. Bain mede the following statements: ',...With the
establishment of the Middle East Rellief and Refugee Ad-
ministration under the Ministry of State, the British have
recognized the necessity of some central organizstion for
the care and movement of refugee groups. This organization
under the capable administration of Mr. Matthews and with the
authority and financial backing of the Ministry of State would
eppear to be an effective group with whom the American Red
Cross could cooperate in any future program of expansion.!' "

In a letter to Mr. Welles dated September 10, 1942,
the Chairmen stated:

"I am further informed that there has been, until recently
g notaeble lack of coordination on the prrt of the British
authorities responsible for relief operstions in the Middle
East, but that largely due to the efforts of Mr. Kirk, our
Minister, the situation has now been greatly improved by
the establishment of the Middle East Relief and Refugee Ad-

ministration, directed by Mr. M. Matthews, who is in turn
directly responsible to Mr. Casey, the British Minister of
State. The liiddle East Relief and Refugee Administration

is now responsible for all care of refugees, ineluding tempor-
ary care, care during the evacuation to other reception areas,
and for thelr eventual repatriation.”

A memorandum prepared by Mr. Bain, on the arrival of
Pollish and Greek refugees in East Africa, dated November 7,
1942, commences: "Today I interviewed Mr. Pickard at MERRA
who 1s assistant to Mr. lMatthews, in charge of the movements
of refugees." This is the only reference I have been able
to discover among our records which deals with the composition
of the administration and the individual assignments of 1ts
personnel.

However, in & report to Mr, Homer Davis, Acting Director
of the Greek War Relief Association, dated at Cairo, December
19, 1942, Miss Dorothy H. Cox, a field representative of that
assoclation makes the following explanation of the means
MERRA uses for the sccomplishment of 1ts work:

"MERRA




"WERRA is a going concern with which no other set up
could hope to compete, both because of 1ts experlience and
its resources. It draws freely on the British Amy. Army
personnel is used for mmnagement of the camps, for doctors
in the hospitals, for instructors in handicrafts, etc. For
supplies, they have access not only to Army stores but to
British Red Cross and Americen Red Cross supplies. The
American Red Cross is working with them in a way that our
smaller agencies would do well to emulate. They have had a
long familierity with this situation of which we are just
beginning to learn samething.”

In & later report sent from Ankara on January 2, 19493,
Miss Cox adds this further explanation regarding the composi=-
tion end activities of the Adminlstration:

"The people who have been of greatest asslstance to me
have been the MERA pronounced as one word. It 1s a British
set-up the Middle East Relief and Refugee Assoclation, the
heed man Mr. M. T. Mathews, most extreordinarily able, de-
lightful end kindly, and his assistent, Mr., Pickard, an ex-
oxforddon, high strung, intelligent, a driver, This organiza-
tion which 1s responsible for both the refugees and rellef
in occupied countries is part of the British Mid. East GeHaQo
They run their cemps with army personnel, they draw their
supplies from the Army hence have access to Lend-Lease, but
there is no red tape, they draw direct (through Fred Winant)
without going through other chamnels. This being so there is
nothing I could contribute to which they do not already have
access. Their medical supplies they got largely (80%) from
the American Red Cross. The Red Cross works in no sort of
competition with them, but cooperates and works through them.
The only one of their camps I have seen so far, Moses Wells
opposite Suez, is a model of organization. Captain Relli
(British Army and son of the well known Ralll Brothers) is in
charge, the doctors are Greek Army, the rest of the staff
British Army, mostly officers with a couple of non-coms on
convalescent leave. Only two, Captain Ralll and one other are
permanentecec...”

Van Arsdale Turner
Acting Assistanp Director, Civilian Relief
Insular and foreign Operations




Dated September 10,

-

Rec'd Septewber 16,

Secretary of State,

shington

A-10, September 10, 5:10 peme.
Department's Greek Series 21, August 26th.
‘or Greek War Relief Association from George

"Summary situation after satisfactory conferences

American, Greek and MERRA officials, In geEneral camp
appear operating satlisfactorily under Drraent admini

tions. PBelieve best immediate assistance from Greek uar
Relief relmbursement anprovzd E“kEndlthP;S retroactive to
April first. At present MERRA directly responsible
administration 1400 refugees tJo camps Syrila, 700 two

groups Palestine, 1300 Moses Wells, Cyprus 5000 1dn1ﬁistcred
lo~:1 Creek Committee appointed by and under supers >

Colonial Government, Belgian Congo 2400, ten 100111“_55
administered Belgian GOVEanEut local PPEEn community
cooperating but small and rESOUrCES limited. Abyssinia
800 two camps 500 additional going soon third camp, FPre
administration under local Greek Committege with limit EC
funds likely require assistance soon. Tanganyika DJ“
transit under Colonial administration, ultimate destiln
uncertain., Total 12,100, Few constantly filtering i:
MZRRA overhead Exnsnses borne entirely by British Govzrn-
ment, thelr camps largely staffed by Eritish officers on
Army pay, nelther item charged to Greek Government. TheEse
camps draw British Army rations, therefore food costs leow,
Jareful analysis MERRA expenditures April to June, deduct
equipment having resale value also special contributions
private organizations, total 24,000 all moneys quoted in
pounds sterling. This amount covers food, transportation,
local wages, pocket money, clothinc, medlcal and miscellan
ous supplies, In addition Greek Covernment Welfare Depar
ment has some expenses in MERRA administered camps which
are now analyzing approximately 11,400 for quarter endi
Junees Cyprus accounts submitted ﬂirrct Colonial Qffic
London, MERRA has no detalled knowledge, Estimate for year
1943 was about 20,000 monthlys. We question policy G'jﬁus
cash allowances but doubt advisability changing now. Belgian

Eipd

Conzo
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Congo accounts submitted direct Foreign Office London,
MERRA has some statistlcal and narrative reports regarding
Congo but no detalled filnancial statements. Summary re-
fundable expenditures quarter ending June 30th: MERRA
24,000, Greek Government Vielfare approximately 11,400,
Cyprus 55,000, Congo rough estimste 25,000, total 115,400,
Suggest we arrange certified accountant examine accounts thes
four cdministrative and disbursing agents certifylng proper
vouchers inspected for items Greek War Rellef conslders
reimbursable and then Greek War Rellef refund teo each agency
these expenditures glving to Greek Government coples of
accountant's statements and duplicate recelpts for cash
refunded, This to be done quarterly which is fiscal period
for MERRA to close its accounts for submlssion to London.
Congo would require trip there to arranpge accountant's
certificate. Action on Abyssinia delayed pending further
information now unavallable, For future coordination and
financial control recommend organization committee under
Presidency Greek Prime Minister suggested MERRA's memo
July 6th and Greek Prime Minister's July 28th restricting
our particip&tion to refugees outside Greece as pEr your
cable august 24th, Regarding your suggestion Greek War
Relicf take complete charge certain camps mentionlng Cyprus
n particular we feel due to delicate situation existing
between Government and local population that it 1s unwise
to ask for full control. We are already assisting in devel-
opment special handicraft and welfare activities made
possible by generous special contribution from England,
Believe satisfactory arrangements for cooperation can be
made with Cyprus Government. MERRA4 suggests Greek lar
Relief take full financlal responsibility Congo or Abyssinia
or boths No reports any sort available on Abyssinia,
Greek Minister Welfare now in Abyssinia followlng visit
to Congoes If you wish we can meet him there to investigate
conditions and determine advisability of accepting full
regponsibility. Meanwhile request authorization search
locally two women undertake occupational and welfare work
Moses Wells under supervision Mrs, White, This welcomed by
MERRA. Publicity must be planned diplomatiecally so =2s not
to prejudice assiastance also being given by other private
agencles but belleve this can be arranged through Greeck
Government and other means. Present organization title when
used abroad has no suggestion .uerican origin. Suggest for
consideration Greek War Relief of aAmerica. Had already con-
tacted Mouratiadi committee will follow up suggestions
your cable September 3d."

KIRK

GWw/WB/rag
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Fryer's letter 8/14/43

amonz the Greek refugees) and the children from the same
families- had never been to school before.

These camps, and the million personal problems
which crop up in them, afford a very valuable training
ground for what the liberating administration will
find when it lands in the Balkans. Enough is known
about conditions in those countries to make it certain
that there wifll be enormous problems of food and shelter,
and the training in the camps is being directed towards
having personnel -- British as well as Greck, etc. ==
readye MERRA 1is just about to organize a B-3 wcoks
course for administrative personnel.

There arc two importanthspects of the planning
for relief operations in the Balkans; one is that, as
at present planned, the Army Civil Affairs BRranch (AMGOT)
will do all the work for the initial pceriod, which for
planning purposes 1s assumed to be six months. MERRA has
only a small administrative astaff -- three or four men --
who obviously cannot do field worke. Of course,when
UNRRA comes into being this picture may be altered.

The other point is the great cmphasis placed
here on the assistance to be obta ined from voluntary
sociaties. As I said above, the Amcrican Red Cross
and others have supplied considerable guantities of cloth-
ing and other supplles. But even more .important are the
arrangements, now being worked out, for the use of their
personnel on relief work. The Army (Civil Affairs Branch)
have asked for a number of "teams" to run refugee camps,
mobile clinics, etce Each voluntary society will fur-
nish one or more teams,and each team will usually be an
all purpose group of half a dozen men capable of doing,
between them, all the varied jobs that have to be tackled,
for example, in running a camp.

All of these voluntary societies (there are 15
or 16 different ones) have comeé out with the American,
British, or Allied Forces, and their personnel who come on
to relief work will be released from their obligations to
the Army to do welfare or ambulance work.

Since the administration of relief is to be

an Army responsibility, it has been relatively casy to
persuade the Army to use the personnel of these voluntary
societies whom they know already and who are, of course,
in some sort of uniform. But negotiations between the
societies and the Army have all been through MERRA, which
has set up a Council of Voluntary Societies for Balkan
Relief, Thus,lMerra is recognized by the Army as the
expert advisory staff on rclief -- to such an extent that

OFR M 396
August 31, 1943




Page I

Feey 1.4l ' ¢/o Vi.T.Mathews,
Fryer's letter of.’lt}./é_'l) S 3 Middle East Relief &

Refugee Admlnistration
c/o G vi MuB.F

Dear Fryer,

In case I do not pass your way when I leave
here, I am sending a few lines to give you a broad im-
pression of the work here.

It is mainly one of contrast, because the work
here has been different from ocurs. The main task has
been that of moving refugees. These arrived in two
main streams. One - Poles fromRussia - came through
Iran; about 35,000 men,women, children, not counting
the organized Polish troops who came in at the same
time. The other stream, about 20,000 to date, consist
of 12 other nationalities, with Greeks from the Aegean
islands preponderating -- again, men, women and children.
In both cases, all the able bodied men and most of the
younger women were cut out of the refugee stream and dir-
ected into their national armies or women's auxiliary
corpse ' This left the composition of refugees to old
men, mothers and children (many of whom have bezen born
enroute) .

MERRA has established a chain of ‘camps through
Persia, Syria and Egypt, where these streams have been
sorted Jnd passed on to their final destination -- settle=~
ments in Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Belgian Congo, Rhodesia,
etce The negotiation of those¢ sottlements wlth the gov-
ernments concerned was a MERRA responsibility. Their
preparation was undertaken by the local pcople. An idea
of the task can be gathered from the fact that Ugenda,
which normally has‘'a white populdtion of 2,000, reccived
5,000 refugees.

The camps in Iran (now closing, but may be rc-
opened if more Poles como out of Russia) Syria and Egypt
are staffcd by Army personnel ineluding Greek and Polish
doctors who, themselves often refugecs, thought some
were Greek residents in Egypt, wére given commissions in
thelr respective national armies. But all these camps
arce administered by MERRA. Supplies come partly from
Army stocks, partly from voluntary societics -- Amsrlcan
British and Greek Red Crosses,@Greck War Relief Fund As
gtce The nurses who help tho doctors have been rccruitud
from the refugecs themselves and trained in tho camps e
In the Moses Wells camp, which I visited,there are a dozen
school=teachers =-- all recruited and trulDOd in the camp
by the headmistresse She was the only trained teacher
to start with, and has done a sterling job, when one con-
siders that her assistants naarly all come from fisher-
folk families (there are few, if any, middle class folk
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Fryer's ter of 8/14/43 .

the Army has sent some of its Civil Affairs Officers
to be trained under MERRA at Moses Wells Camp.

One last point. The Army has decided that
it cannot undertake the detuiled icsue Qf relief food
and clothing in kind; it cannot affor@ the necessary
personnel, cven with the help of the one or two hundred
workers which it expects to get from the voluntary
socicties. So the present plan is for the Army to
issue supplies in bulk to the local channels of distri-
bution, and to give individual families relief in cash
so that they can buy food ete., at the storcs, (of
course prices will be controlled). Here again, this
nay be altered if and when the Army hands ovor to UNRRA.

I hope
from the point o

I have said enough to show you that,

f view of nractical work having a dircct
f in Buropc , the people herc have a lot
ri

bearing on reli
CNCe »

of valuable expc I would strongly suggest that
you e¢ither come or send a deputation (on which I would
suggest the inclusion of Harakas) to pick the brains of
people herece. I would even go further and say that it
would pay to ask Matthews, whose address 1s at the head
of this letter, to let you send half a dozen of your best
men to the training course which is due to start next
month

My warmest regards to you and =11,
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Letter of A. Parsons ATB/26520/101

* * COPY . Civil Affairs B B, ATe(b)s =
: GnH.{-‘.". jﬂ.ﬂ-‘t—.

E.'Ktrl. i'r;. Eo 523-4

1lth August, 1943

Director General,
M. Eo« Re Re A.

It is generslly accepted that Voluntary Workers will be required
in the Balkan territories to be dealt with by A.T. (B), under
twe headings,

(1) Medical

(11) Relief

2s In order to achieve this object certaln personnel and equip-
ment will, in principle, have to be supplled by Voluntary Socletles
orgenised by you and functioning in the territorels under the C,A.E.

Se I understand that in order that you may be in a position to
call upon Voluntary Organisations for essistance you went a state-
ment from C.A.B. as to what personnel and equbment will actually
be required.

4, With this object in view, the following is the position:

(a) If C.A.B., are called upon to send Administrations
into any of the four countries under study (Greece,
Dodecanese, Albania, and Yugoslavia), Voluntary
Organisations as referred to above will definitely
be required.

It 1s impossible to say precisely when, or where, as
this depends on the internationesl situation end the
result of military operstions

It is probable that the notice that we shall be able
to give you 1n requesting such assistance to be de-
finitely sent in will be very brief

It should be pointed out that the C.A.B. can in no
way hold 1 tself responsible for accomodating or other-
wise loock after any voluntery personnel 1in the period
before going in to the territory

5o #With these reservations it 1s considered that the following
personnel and equipment on aminimum basls should be prepared.

Medicel Fersonnel

(1) Individuel Health Welfare Workers = 120 persons
women (possibly to include teams to start
recruitment tc national socleties and to
give general health instructions)

Moblle liedical Teams,...30 270 persons

composed of: 1 MO
1 Nurse
1l Nursing Assistant




. 1l Hygiene and sanitation man
1l clerk interpreter
4 Driver orderlies

(One of the team to be the administrative leader)

(111) Disinfestor Units ... 10 20 persons
1l MO Bacteriologist
2 laboratory technicians
2 general duty orderlies
1l clerk interpreter

(1v) Medical Stores Off'icers and Assistants 40 persons
(to include at least some dispensers)

Medical Equipment and Stores other than vehicles:

This is already en order through C.A.B. channels and
will be handled in the field by above personnel

ﬂéfugee end Relief Personnel

(1) Teams to deal with Refugee and Eelief Problems 100 persons

It is perticularly requested that the individuals selected
as lesders of these teams should be competent administrastors with
common sense and tact, who could with advantage be given same
C.A.B, training, and it is further requested with this in view
that they should be made avallable as soon as possible.

Refugee and Hellef Equlipment

No equipment for Refugee camps, soup kltchens, ete.,
has been ordered. Thus esny equipment which Voluntary Societies can
provide will be valuable. It is particularly lmportant that volun-
tary societies should as fer as possible provide edequate equbment
end transport for the team themselves.

Transport

It is particularly emphesized that transport is likely to
be very short. Any transport therefore that cean be made aveilable
from Voluntary sources will help very considerably in meeting the
meeical, relief and refugee problems.

(signed) A. Parsons
Ma jor Genersl
CHIEF CIVILAFFAIRS OFFICER




ATB/26520

CIVIL AFFAIRS BRANCH,
G.H.Q., M.E.F.

31st July, 1943.
Mr. W. T. Matthews,

Director General,
M. E. R. R. A.

Civil Affairs Branch vis-a-vis Voluntary Organisations.

General Principles

I understand you had a discussion yesterday with Lt\ Col.
Smith-Dorrien and Major Keswick regarding the general principles
concerning the relationship between Civil Affalirs Branch and the
Voluntary Orgsnisations. I write to confirm these general
principles as set out below.

1. C.A.B. will only deal with Voluntary Organisations locally
through MERRA. All requests, information and instructions from
C.A.B. to the voluntary organisations will pass through this single
channel, and MERRA willl be responsible for co-ordinating the various
Voluntary Organisations and for conveying to them C.A.,B. decislons.

2. C.A.B. having decided what assistance it requires from Volun-
tary Organisations will communicate these decisions to MERRA only.
C.A.B. will make no general recommendations with regsrd to relief--
short or long term--other than specific requests,

Se C.A.B. will keep MERRA informed regarding the 1limits of
its planning and estimated provisions to meet that planning.
Any further or additional preparations beyond C.A,B. limits
will be the responsibility or for the consideration of the
Voluntary Organisations. C.A.B. will make .no recommendations
for any plans other than i1ts own estimated demands for the
emergency perilod.

4. C.A.B. in employlng voluntary ald will undertake no legal
or financial obligations except in providing transport to the
occupied territories and facilitating the drawing of army food
rations against payment or credit by the Voluntary pemonnel.

All Voluntary Organisations' personnel who are permitted to
o occupied territoriew during the emergency period of military

5
0 t
ponsibility will be under the control and discipline of C.A.B.

0
es8

r

(A) The following is an example showing how principle 2
above wlll work....

C.A.B, will estimate the number of hospital nurses
considered necessary during the perilod of military




ter, 7/31/43 Pare 2

respo nq1'-‘1] “Ar

assist by arrar

Greece and will request MERRA to
1g2ing for Voluntary r“I""‘*'it"“ ons to

provide the necessary trained personnel, This in

no way 1imlts the scope of the Voluntary Organisations

in making their own estimates for long term relief.
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Similarly to illustrate principle 3, the

Pth
will be as foll

will inform MERRA rezarding L;“ nning for
Supplies of clothing to meet es ated essential
during the military 3 P f period--1,e,
on which es nates gwa uﬁlﬂ: calculated and
amount of bthinz being prepared by C:A.B

1

1imited commitments
able to make th
rehablilit ﬁ‘i"n
to meet other
ich do not cone

am?
s 18

rﬁnprn‘.

FFAIRS OFFICER
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See file: Private Agencies - Cairo Council of
Voluntary Agencies: for memorandum
o8 Uectober 1242, for list of Cairo
Demands for ERelief Units and Number
of Workers Sent from British Voluntary
Societies
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