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Secretary of State, 

Wasington, 

2399, 30th 

FOR I.A TIMER FROM ARCHER 

PLAIN 

Cairo 

Dated 12-30-43 

Rec!d 7:30 p.m., 31st 

"Airgrammed December 28th (A-35) our preliminary 

information your 1945, December 14th. Now airmailing 

MERRA report same subject also extracts agreement 

between Polish authorities and East African refugee 

administration . See also Embassy's dispatch number 7 ¥' 

Greek December 17th." 

KIRK 

MRM 
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.. .<ro'l: . ::i1.cricar .bas"'y near t1 e 

Gove rrarcr t ').,. Greece, 

Sccretarr of ~tate, 
ash . r.

0 
t'bn 

-ry5, ~ecenber ?2, 1943, 2: 0 c •• 

Ce :ro, .. ,f__;ypt 

n .r1. 

111 F.2 u. has not yBt r 1.: .,d ... o ur q.1er · es on :,rm r 1945 
pendi~ reN·1::-t:."' t A'r ir. 1u:r~ ....,,:..rt . fricu rnd In'i a . . £'n 
¥ '"',' lp our ')I'~ 1 i:Tir..ar~- in!'ornat · on oar .est ccr ns fol lows: 

11 !~ t l osos \ el::.. Ca.'np, refll' oes 8re pai-1 · n mair..to!lance 
or houseke in ta"~· pccorlin tot' e :oh ~n l t :r fitnees 
bvt do rot ',her. receive poc1.:it. m0n".ly paid to oth rs at vhe 
followin rates: .t<'lfteer. ---"gypti&r: pias trcs , or Fbo1.1 ~ .: ixty 
centc, "Lr Hee!: to s.:.r.. le ir. lividu.al , t·¥enty-f-tve to marrieri 
cr.J.plos , plus !'ive for re c'1ild , 1"18X

0 1ur:. thi t_r - fivE, 'Y) r 
v ~81"1:l~. Cobblers a~c pai~ tn renair s½oes ~ refueees (free 

of ctar-e to them) . : edical s~eff n·p lie~ 1rec~ ~ove~n-
~ent . Adn'nistrPtLV~ st~ff eeconded fror1 ritls forces . 
vmpcrat{ve1:r s~f.11 •·r-'opor,1-ior. of 2,000 Gree'• ref ..... £_;ees l~ 
employe,1 . or1e agyptiar 'ltc en c:.n. ot'1 r 1-0 p r1ploye--t . t.o 
uill be ~ le to rerort T[ c sc"lE s lPter . Crom J..,,ir.coss 
/re'lertcka ' s. CO'll':li ttee employs about e i : ty wo, e n sewi,...g for 
Gret=>J, Red 8ross, e.t t irt:-clx r~"8t..,,es ,..wr ·rnek . 

''rtt :~useirat Ca 'J :.n rclest· €' npcrc:tei 
tretiv. QPf'cerr rccor~l fr rn r · t · s ~orccs 

J 'n.'..nis ­
Graev 

rt :'ervlsors f 1' ,.., • 1 .'..cal sts.rr )£' • >/ Gree '1ov ,rnment . :·o 
✓ wa~es rre pa ' d tc v t for Yitc' en eni ainter..anc. t cks b·t 

ext-r>r rat.'..ons fn' ~i rcttes Pre 1istrib11te-:i fer serv · ces . 
0

~s M~Y be pRid later . T1 ' s ca l rinc:prlly ~or 5000 
new Greek rcfu ee~ nd 3000 Ital.:.a!l sol 'icrs fr r- Sanos. 
Situi:itlor st ' 11 fl•~-:d . 

" Carr.. :: 
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11 Ca'11PS .-.t Athl it. rr. 1-..le-:">po ·n s. ria recej_ve poc:Vet 
money at rate of t,rnnt~ -f·ve Piastres D r ~·eek rlus fifteen 
pias tr·es for c ach add.:. t.:.onal r1E>r1bur of farr..:.ly by '1reev Gov­

vernm nt ·1nrl.er -'-be 1 r lccis·on lo. ,:>f> cf J1..:ne 84, 1943, v'1ic:i 
·sin add~t~or. to foo~ anc lodcin. These are transit Car'lps 
only. 

"At Souv el Gharb in ~yrie.. approxi""l.ately 1000 refu6ees 
~lso rece~ve Greek Governm6nt 1 s pocket r1oney lonat~or.. 

"Livin • allowances are paicl ::.n Cyprus to 5,000 refuzees 
plus 2500 ne 11ly arrived fro :)ol8canese, tctal 7500, at 
rate of five pounrh., st,erlin a,...d ~iY 0 billin •s •r individual 
mont1:ly, or eleven '")ounds p r eouple, thir.t, ,@n -"or t-iree, 
fo1 ... rteen R.nd ten for fnur, sixteen for five, plus one pound 
st0r1·n_ per pnrson ryJr rionth for each add:tional nerrber of 
t e f n~iJ y, an 1 tr e~T fe0d t er1sel ves. 

''In Ji:.:rusalem 350 refu ee~ r ce · ve s im.:lsr al lcwances 
on which tl e: .. feed ,.;,emselves. 

"In Abyssinia pocket r1oney Lr given. 8t the Gr·eek 
JovcrI1r1ent rate equivaler.t to twoenty-five piastres weekly 
plus fifteen for en.ch addi tionrl member of the family.. This 
rate also rcva.:ls in Ta •0 anyEca. 

"Ir. the ~elcian Con o the ~e1c.:an Gove,,..DJ"'ent is renorted 
to ive allowances a~ r nroximately 100 fr&rcs pP.r couple, 
whicl1 is equivalent to sixty niastres n~r rionth, or eech 
add.i.t.:.onal mcnber nf fan:ily. 11 

TA ,V ,A7I 

File No. 

'l1hls i_c,, in &nsv er to To. 19 5 
(cable) dated D cenber 14, 1943. 



C 
0 

p 
y 

Oli RO 

US G :•T 

A u.:.HICA L AT ION 

CJ IRO ( GYPI' ) 

1945 

December 14, 1943 

FOR L l!D FO, AF.CHER 

Kindl collect and cable immed1 tely info ation on 

b sic policies of age and fam11. allowance payments to 

refugees inc ps 1n bast ffric , at osea ells, end other 

camps in Ne r est and India a to which auove information 

is procure blo . 

Infonnation is de ·red specifically as to whether 

camp members are expected to do certain mount of work in 

return for their keep; hether paid ork is restricted to 

necessary housekeeping tasks of ca.ps or is extended to 

include ork projects aimed to improve mor le of c p mem­

bers. 

1th respect toe ch c p reported on, wh t proportion 

of members are employed at housek epin jobs, in morale 

work projects and at hat iages? Are wages paid on o. flat 

rate to ell o~ployed in camp or on a varied scale, based on 

character of work and fitness? If w gs are p id on a flt 

rate to all camp members employed, are hi r r tes p id to 

doctors, nurses, school teachers, o..~d working foremen 

selected 



selected from tho refugees? re individuals like 

cobblers and barbers permitted to carr on b" siness in 

the camp or are they mployed at flat or varied r tea? 

tailed info ation is particularly re uested with 

respect to Polish caps ln ast Afric. 

Forw rded by: -----DPR: CAI• LEX .:..,R: dd 
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SecretEry of State 

'rn.shi ._,ton 

ST.-tIC'IIY 

A-64, ~ecem er 28, 1943, 1:00 p.IT. 

':'O I li..:'IL~ E F·ROI: ARCIIL 

A~e.,..,ican m~cssy neqr 
the ~overnmAnt o~ Greece 
Ca· ro, ,gyPt 

Dated Deceriber 0 8, 1843 

Rec'd ;an~ary f, 1044 

5 p. 1. 

11 The f0l lowin repor·t is for .farisius fro:ri Kel.,..ey: 

"The ~ri t · sh n:01- Corn and 4"or t'1is a t'P,u , ar t:1.rou1.:..,h its 

c.:vil Affnirs ~ivi:Jion created a r"tlsh ~ilitary I iss.:on for 

Greece, one for Yut;oslav.:.E, P"'l f ..,mall one for J.lbfm:..a, to 

n~Ar t1-.e..,e countr: ,.s up0n eventual w.:t 1irR :val of the Germans. 

The Liss ion for (}reece hl::. th· r-teP.n ar· ,r rien v:: th soriei agrict..:.­

tur 1 trEJinir.. or E-x > rl rice ' si nated f0r serv·ice ur~r. ne-

• s frvorBble -i-o ntr"'~ of 4-;hA c · v' 1 ian "t_,c11.c~ 

ear>" ·est ncssibL, ate tc releqse :.l·t~r;-r. 

"I,.a jo¥ :)awson of the (}...-.eek ~. · s s · , lescrP 

cab le -:umber l 1f - 3-roek - o!' :::)ecenber 2?, O\ • ln I ond0n p·.1shinc 

procureri6nt t: tr e arn~T ,-,f r r>~ t i e li nte o. • • c "l 1r" "'.. .,...e •· · re-

ments ~,hich. ay be C0'1"'.:.dere r art >f' O'J.r total !'irs+ '"'Oason'c, 

needs, .a.:n::.y to ' cer1-;ei'"' a .:.i ur rf' "'U li s a.,...e c:ct,a.lly 

re" .. for ntry. Gopie s 0 f t 1 9 ce require ent"' a r r· th :::.,an is, 



.. 
,.... . . .. 

a~1 others are' 0·r. .:.1 ,.:i :rou. . lion.:' rence to ay ,r·tL r..-,. ·.e,. 

con arir r ..., on rel ... r, nt 4"or Yu osla.v · a . ! .. :'a· t · n n-

truct · on U" •• ,. art ." 



1'IERRA 

See file: Refugees - Greek for cables of 12/21/43 and 
December 2, 1943, on re spons iblli ty for Dodece.nes-ian refugees. 

~a,nfe filte, for _9.B-ble from Cairo, Dec . 15, 19 3, 
Mgar.Mng refugees ow.,. Greek islands. ----

Same file, for letter from Greek ,,-ar Relief Assn. 
on Middle East camps, 11/30/43 



MOV""EMENT OF REFtJGEES IN THE MIDDLE EAST UNDER MERRA 
AUSPICES 

I /17 ('-/ 

1. When MERRA was set up as a part of the Minister ot 
State•s Office in June, 1942, the numbers of refugees in 
the Middle East were already considerable. Since the 
summer of 1941 parties of the Greeks had made their way 
from Greece and especially the islands, to Cyprus and 
Turkey. During the winter of 1941-2 the exodus was fair­
ly considerable. By June, 1942 there were some 4,000 
refugees in Turkey and 4,000 in Cyprus. In Persia there 
were also 20,000 Polish refugees who left Russia during 
the early summer of 1942 with the Polish Forces. 

The flow of refugees has now greatly diminished, 
partly because of increasing difficulties of movement 
and even more because of the improvement of the food 
situation as a result of food shipments to Greece and 
the isl ands. 

In June, 1942, the chief problems which faced MERRA 
were the removal of some 12,000 Greeks and 20,000 Poles 
from the operational area of the Middle East where they 
were a political and military embarrassment to the allied 
war effort. This memorandum attempts to give a general 
outline of the problem of handling these particular re­
fugees as illustrated by MERRA•s practical experience in 
the Middle East and especially in Moses Wells Camp. 

2o The first step in the main problem was to remove the 
4,000 Greek refugees from Chesme in Turkey. Turkey had 
allowed considerable numbers of refugees to land on the 
coasts opposite the Greek islands, but Turkey itself was 
chronically short of food supplies and as the numbers of 
refugees increased her attitude hardened. Plans were 
laid for the removal of numbers of Greek refugees from 
Turkey through Syria to Quassassin Camp, bJ permission 
of the Egyptian Government and thence to overseas des­
tinations later to be found. 

The Axis advance in June, 1942 prevented these plans 
from being fully implemented. The threat to Egypt was 
such that 700 Greek refugees already in the country were 
evacuated to East Africa, and the military authorities 
unable to agree to further refugees being brought to 
Syria. 

By ·this time negotiations with the East African 
Government had led to the agreement on the part of the 
Belgian Congo to take 3,500 Greek refugees. Tanganyika 
agreed to take an additional 500. Later negotiations 
led to the acceptance of 1,400 refugees by the Ethiopian 
Government. 



Movement of Refugees in the Middle East under MERRA: 2 
Preliminary ~inistrative and Politics, Difficulties 

In October the removal of the threat to Egypt made 
it possible to resume the movement of refugees from Turkey 
to Syria end thence to Egypt. 

3. The Middle East Governments have been from the first 
extremely cooperative in facilitating refugee movements. 
The Turkish Government provided the necessary transport. 
The Syrian and Lebanese Governments raised no objections 
to the continuance of refugee camps at Aleppo, Souk el 
Garb and Tripoli. The Egyptian Government agreed to the 
temporaryaomicile of refugees in Moses Wells Camp, end 
extended special customs and visa facilities to the re­
fugees. 

The East African Governments have contributed (omission) 
refugee problems by agreeing to receive large numbers of 
refugees, far in escess of their total white population 
in add_ition to the large numbers of prisoners of war with 
which they have been burdened. 

4. In June, 1942 the responsibility for Greek refugee 
camps was already divided. A camp at Souk el Garb had 
been set up some time previous and was under Greek con­
trol. The Greek Consul General at Beirut was largely re­
sponsible for its organization. Since the Autumn of 1942 
a new Greek Ministry of Social Welfare has taken over re­
sponsibility. 

The Camp at Aleppo was originally set up by the local 
military authorities. In turn an Australian division, a 
New Zealand division and Ninth Army have been responsible 
for its administration. In fact A.I.O. which has been re­
sponsible for the interrogation of refugees has supplied 
the executive staff at Aleppo Camp. 

Moses Wells Camp in Egypt was first taken over from 
the Egyptian Quarantine authorities in May, 1942. A 
small staff attached to the Minister of State's Office 
was responsible for preparing the camp for the reception 
of 2,000 Greek children from Athens. In fact owing to the 
refusal of safe conduct by the Italian Government, no 
children ceme, and in June, 1942, MERRA became respon­
sible for the camp which was adapted to take 2,000 re­
fugees. 

5. It would perhaps have been convenient if MERRA had had 
sufficient staff to take over responsibility for all re­
fugee camps in the Middle East. But in fact MERRA had 
had to work with an extremely exiguous central stai'f, 
and a few officers and other ranks on loan from the Army 
in Moses Wells. The central staff of four administrative 
and executive has bad not only to control Greek and 
Polish refugees, but also deal with the relief questions, 
discharges from the allied armies, Middle East evacuation 
policy, miscellaneous groups of exchangees and repatriates 
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Movement of Refugees in the Middle E st under MERRA: 3 
Preliminary lministrative and Politlce" Difficulties 

as well as coordination of the activities of voluntary 
societies. The administration of Syria refugees camps 
therefore remained the responsibility of the army and 
of the Greek authorities while the camps in Cyprus have 
been a~ninistrated by the Greek staffs under the direction 
of the Government of Cyprus. 

The Greek Government has been responsible for detailed 
arrangements with the Governments of the reception coun­
tries for the welfare of Greek refugees in the Belgian 
Congo, Tanganyika and Abyssinia. These countries are re• 
sponsible to the Greek Government through its represen­
tatives. MERRA functions with respect to Greek refugees 
are: 

(a) the formulation of policy as to the disposal of 
refugees arriving in the Middle East. 

(b) the movements of refugees into, through and 
away from the Middle East. 

(c) relations with Governments of territories in the 
Middle East in which refugee live and through which they 
pass. 

(d) liaison with the Greek Ministry of Social Welfare 
as to general welfare policy and in dealing with individual 
cases. 

(e} coordination of the activities of ell voluntary 
societies assisting Greek refugees. 

(f) the maintenance end welfare of refugees in 
Moses Wells Camp. 

B. RECEPTION OF REFUGEES IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

1. The Greek refugees from the islands usually crossed 
in caiques and small boats to land on the Turkish Coast. 
There they were taken under the care of the Greek consul, 
who either put them in the camp of Chesme or in the 
villages roundabout . They were there inoculated against 
typhoid and disinfected as far as possible . Conditions 
in Turkey could never be satisfactory since neither the 
supplies or the personnel were available, and the chief 
aim of the allied authorities was to send refugees out as 
soon as possible. 

The refugees came from Chesme to Aleppo by railway. 
It was a hard journey - two days and two nights in a train 
and they arrived at Aleppo hungry, ill-clothed and dirty. 

2 . In Aleppo camp they were disinfected, 1nnoculated if 
innoculation had not already been carried out, interro­
gated and given A.I.O. identity documents, and as far as 
possible reclothed. 
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3. Aleppo was never intended to be more than a transit 
camp from which the refugees would be sent on as quickly 
as possible to Moses Wells. In fact owing to congestion 
in Moses Tells Camp and difficulties about shipment to 
East Africa large numbers of refugees remained in Aleppo 
for a considerable period. It was difficult to provide 
amenities at Aleppo for the refugees and there was con­
tinual difficulty in keeping reasonable stocks of clothing 
in the camp. 

C. MOVEMENT FROM ALEPPO 

1. Between 4 1000 and 5,000 Greek refugees have been moved 
from Syria to Egypt since last October. On the whole these 
movements have been carried out satisfactorily. The move­
ment instructions issued by Ninth Army at appendix A show 
in detail the arrangements made. 

2. In order to m:>ve refugees it has been first necessary 
to overcome their strange reluctance to :n:ove. The refugee 
is often content to stay where he is, so long as he is fed 
and clothed and to be suspicious of any proposal to move 
him. The present and actualis known; the future end dis­
tant is unknown, and the ref ore feared. Only persuasion 
and tact can ensure that the refugees can be got away. 
An appeal to common sense or to military necessity does 
not receive a ready response. 

3. The essentials for a rail move are: 

{a) the appointment of officers in charge of the 
train and of doctors for the journey 

(b) the provision of food, water and medical supplies 
in the train 

(c) the necessary bathing arrangements and provision 
of food at the bathing points 

(d) special arrangements for cleaning the train 

(e) special arrangements for a baggage wagon to be 
attached to the train and to be sealed at departure 

4. Two points should be especially noted. First, unless 
adequate supervision is arranged and above all adequate 
provision of food, the refugees will exchange their equip­
ment for food to natives during the joruney. What is 
worse 1s that they do not get value in exchange. A per­
fectly good army blanket is often given away for a packet 
of cigarettes. 

Refugees are given a personal issue on leaving Aleppo 
of two army blankets, a plate and mug and knife, fork and 
spoon. Many refugees arrive with none. They have~8ense 
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of social responsibility about the disposal of such a kit 
and they are sure that they will eventually be issued 
with new equipment, because they will not be left to be 
cold or to eat with their fingers. 

Secondly, the refugees have no sense of hygiene. Un­
less the train is cleaned at every opportunity, all the 
W.C.(s and washbasins will soon be fouled and in a dis­
gusting condition. Even with a great deal of cleaning 
the refugees trains often arrive in a filthy condition. 
!tis of value to put brooms in the w.c.•s especially if 
these are of the Turkish type. 

PART II 

MOSES WELLS CAMP.A.SA SPECIMEN REFUGEE CAMP 

Site end buildings 

1. Moses Vella Refugees Camp is 27 miles east of Suez on 
the Gulf of Suez. It comprises some 103 acres of desert. 
The climate is of Mediterranean type. Sunnner temperatures 
are generally over 70° and sometimes as much as 100°. The 
winter is mild md the temperature rarely falls below 400 
in the coldest month. The annual rainfall is 30 inches. 
The site presents the advantages of a coastal area and 
the prevalent winds are cool in summer. The sandy soil 
prevents the accumulation of stagnant water and allows 
good surface draining. 

2. The site is free from the danger of bilharzia and 
other such diseases endemic in Egypt, since there are no 
irrigation canals as in the delta. There is no danger of 
contagion from natives, since the camp is isolated and far 
from the nearest native-inhabited locality. 

Despite the desert environment the proximity of the 
camp to the sea and the view of the hills of Ataka across 
the bay give some scenic attraction to the camp. More­
over, the existence of a deep water jetty makes sea trans­
port easy and compensates for the difficult road approach. 

3. The camp consists of some 9 permanent buildings, 
E.P.I.P. tents and 4 Iris huts. The buildings are used as 
follows:-

(a) Greek doctors quarters sid mess. 

(b) Administrative building and officers quarters 

(c) Clothing store 

(d) (omitted on copy) 

(e) ration store 
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(f) two hospital buildings 

(g) three isolation units 

(h) two cookhouses 

The Iris huts are used as follows: 

(a) Two double huts as dining halls, capacity 800 eacj 

(b) One single hut as a store 

(c) One single hut as a recreation room 

The tents are capable of holding up to 20 refugees 
per double tent. 

The camp is so arranged (see plan) as to leave a large 
assembly space in the center of the camp. 

The camp has no perimeter wire since it is isolated 
in the desert. Two subsidiary camps are at either end of 
the main camp, one for the Greek guard and one for the 
native labour. 

4. The two hospitals consist each of a self-contained 
building with its own water supply and lighting. A 
kitchen is attached to each. There are 4 large wards and 
three small wards in each building. In addition there are 
three double E.P.I.P. tents for isolation cases. 

5. Attached to one of the hospitals is a dispensary in 
charge of a qualified chemist. There is also a fully 
equipped dentists theatre in one of the hospital buildings. 

6. The kitchens consist each of a three roomed stone 
building with a corrugated iron annex. One room of each 
building is used as a store for dry rations. One room is 
fitted with sinks end is used as a scullery and the third 
for preparation of cooking of food. Each kitchen has a 
20 foot iron range, each annex has 14 soyer stores. 

ORGANIZATION OF STAFF 

1. MERRA is responsible for the administration of the 
cs.mp. In charge is a British Officer, responsible to MERRA 
alone except in so far as in respect of his military posi­
tion he has certain responsibilities to local army author­
ities. All other personnel in the camp, both civilian and 
military are responsible to the camp administration. 

2. The Greek officer of the guard 1s immediately respon­
sible for the discipline an d good order of the Greek 
military guard. The head Greek doctor is responsible for 
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the health of the refugees and fDD hygiene in the camp. 

3. The Camp Administrator is empowered to issue instruc­
tions for and on behalf' of MERRA. His signature on receipts 
and issued, in no way makes him personally responsible for 
goods or money, but it is his duty to act as responsible 
bailee !'or the property of which he and his staff are 
custodians. 

4. The present staff in Moses ~ells is shown in appendix 
B. The principal on which the staff has been appointed 
is that British officers must be the executive officers 
in the administration of the camp, because of MERRA re­
sponsibility as guarantors of the refugees to the Egyptian 
Government, for security and movements to the British 
military authorities and as custodians of stores both 
to the British supply authorities and to voluntary societies. 
In no circumstances can KERRA and its representatives 
(omission) or abrogate these responsibilities. 

5. The key British personnel are the Csmp Administrator, 
the Camp adjutant, the Liaison Officer, the c.s.M. in 
charge of the office, the C': .• •·1 in charge of stores and 
the Sergeant in charge of labour. 

6. Only the duties of the liaison officer need explana­
tion at this stage. The refugees are allowed to seek inter­
views with the Canp Aaninistrator daily between 5 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. lf tsy require assistance with personnel prob­
lems. These personal problems are dealt with, however, 
by the Greek speaking Liaison Officer. The cases brought 
to his notice are many and varied. The problem of com­
munication is perhaps the biggest welfare problem. The 
refugees are of course not allowed to leave the camp ex­
cept for exceptional reasons, such as special medical 
treatment. The great majority of the refugees have rela­
tions in Egypt, U.S.A. and in other refugee camps in the 
Middle East. Many of the refugees cannot write. All who 
need assistance to get in touch with their friends and 
relations are helped by the liaison officer. There are 
continual problems about the receipt of drafts of money, 
especially from ~e u.s.A •••• quite large aggregate amounts 
of money are received by the refugees •• end the Liaison 
Officer has the job of seeing that the money reaches the 
re.fugees for whom it is intended. The Liaison Officer 
also dee.ls with complaints on the part of the refugees. 

7. The following are the most common problems put before 
the Liaison Officer:-

(a) Negligence on the part of the soldier husband 

(b) Loss of trace of children and other (omission) 
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(c) Claims of pension and compensation for husband 
or children killed in Greece or at sea 

(d) Tracing relatives 1n the u.s.~. and in other 
foreign countries 

(e) Sending Red Cross messages to relatives in Greece. 

THE REFUGEES 

1. Nearly all the refugees are from the Greek islands, 
and are farmers, vineyard cultivators or fishermen. In 
peacetime they are neither well otf nor desperately poor. 
On the whole their standard of life is low and their diet 
simple. There is no doubt whatever that the vast major­
ity of the refugees are housed and clothed on a higher 
standard at Moses Wells camp than they ever were at home. 

2. The educational standard of the refugees is very low. 
Moreover they have very little conception of social re­
sponsibility, and appeals to them on grounds of common 
welfare have no effect whatsoever. Hygiene is non-exist­
ent, although there are some refugees who have a pride of 
house. The refugees throw up no leaders from mi.ong them­
selves and despite the desire on the part of MERRA to re­
duce the British staff to a minimum and t o give the re­
fugees a chance to do responsible jobs, it has been found 
impossible to do so. 

3. The refugees have a definite refugee mentality. What­
ever is done for them they always find ground for complaint. 
The food at Moses Wells for instance is ample and well 
cotked. The Army catering arrival took a personal inter­
est in the messing arrangements in the camp, and attached 
4 first class cooks to it. The ration scale is not far 
short of that of a fl ghting sol di er and due account is 
taken of the ~ational tastes of the refugees. The standard 
of feeding is probably higher than that obtaining in 
England at the moment and certainly higher than that of 
the refugees in peacetime. Yet there are continual com­
plaints agai nst the food. 

An occasional check on letters shows that the wildest 
statements circulate in the camps and are passed on to 
relatives outside who presumably believe them. Possibly 
the refugees retail these stories in order to persuade 
relatives to send ttem money. Perhaps they are the result 
of the commonly observed irresponsibility of refugees. 
The following statements are typ1cal:"The food is terrible. 
I have not tasted vegetables since I left Chios". tt 
least send me money so that I may buy an orange for our 
son who is in hospital". "The climate 1s terrible. At 
least four children die evecy day 11

• r f gratitude there is 
little •• but that is a phenomenon known to refugee workers. 
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4. The greatest vigilance is needed on the part of the camp 
staff to prevent the stealing, accumulation and disposal of 
camp stores. Although the refugees are not only fed, clothed 
and maintained in Moses Wells Camp, but also receive pocket 
money at the rate of 15 piastres a week as well as free cinema 
shows and other amenities, many of them go to the greatest 
trouble to steal, wangle or destroy camp property. Some of 
the destruction is senseless and useless, such as the destruc­
tion of tent walls to make cleaning rags or other cutting up 
of blankets, sheets, to make clothes, even when there are plenty 
of clothes available in the camp store. 

5. Although there is no desire on the part of MERRA to. over­
emphasize these traits and still less to criticize the Greeks 
as a people, it is necessary to point out these problems 
clearly, since it is contended that difficulties of this sort 
will be met continually by anyone who has to deal with large 
scale refugee movements. Our difficulties are small compared 
with the size of the problems of this sort which will arise 
in dealing with the vast mass of refugees in Europe in the 
period after the war. 

MAINTENANCE OF FAMILY LIFE: 

1. The family instinct amongst the Greeks 1s very strong, 
and every attempt is made to keep them in their family groups 
in the camp. Each family is al.lotted half a double E.P.I.P. 
tent which may be screened with blankets as the occupants wish. 
Single men and single women are accommodated separately in 
double tents in special areas, with 16 beds fitted up in dormi­
tory style. It may be of interest to note that when Moses Wells 
Camp was first set up it was proposed to separate the older 
children according to sex, but in fact the family instinct was 
too strong for the regulations and the refugees simply moved 
back into family groups. 

2. Every attempt is made to keep the family unit intact. No 
refugee is sent from Moses Wells Camp to camps in East Africa 
unless all the other members of the fan ily go too. ?Jhere one 
member of the family has become separated from the rest and 
is in a different refugee camp, every effort is made to re­
unite the fE1I1ily. It might be added that the necessary arrange­
ments for the movements of individual refugees take a consid­
erable a.mount of administrative time and lay a heavy burden on 
MERRA staff. 

3. Visitors are allowed in the camp, and soldiers on leave 
often spend several days with their families. Soldiers dis­
charged from the army as unfit are allowed to join their families 
in the camp. 

4. The head of the family 1s made as far as possible respon­
sible for the conduct of members of the family. The family in­
stinct thus is made use of in maintaining discipline in the 
camp. 
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RECEPTION OF REFUGEES IN MOSES WELLS CAMP 

1. Parties of refugees usually arrive during the night by 
train at El Shatt some 5 miles from Moses Wells. They are met 
by officers of the Moses Wells C8l1lP Staff, who leave them to 
sleep in the train until dawn, when they are given tea and 
buns. They are then embarked on barges and brought to Moses 
v'ells jetty. There they are gi van breakfast before being 
alloted to their tents and registered. 

2. The system of registration is very simple. A long roll is 
kept showing:-

1~ Refugee's number 
2~ Name 
3. Age 
4. Sex 
5. Married or single 
6. Profession 
7~ Passport number and other details to prove identity 
e. Remarks 
9. Date of arrival 

10. Date of depsrture 
11. Number of identity card issued 

The remarks columns 1s used to denote ultimate destination, 
etc. 

An Alphabetical Index Book shows name, surname end chr1st1an, 
number identity card, date of arrival, date of departure. 

3. Refugees on arrival are in possession of A.I. O. Interro­
gation Forms. They are instructed to form themselves into their 
respective family groups. They then file past tables where 
brief particulars are taken and they hand in their interroga­
tion form. In return they are given camp identity cards which 
they retain during their stay in the camp. The camp identity 
card is a temporary document for use in the camp and such 
things as issues of stores are recorded on it. 

4.- MERRA identity cards, which were planned as suitable for 
international use, are then prepared by the camp staff from the 
A.I.O. interrogation forms and from particulars given by the 
refugees themselves on arrival. Photographs are taken and fas­
tened to the identity cards. 

5. When a draft leaves Moses Wells Camp for another destina­
tion, the cemp 1 entity card is exchanged for a MERRA identity 
card which bears the seme number. Throughout the time during 
which a refugee is in the camp he or she has a personal number. 
The system has proved most successful in practice. The confusion 
between similar and strar:se names is reduced to a minimum. Re­
ference to number rather than names saves time and trouble. 

6. After registration the refugees go to their tents. In 
Moses v~ells Camp disinfec on on arrival is not normally 
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necessary, since the refugees are disini'eeted with their 
baggage in Syria. The conditions in Moses Wells are not such 
as to encourage bug or louse breeding. Compulsory baths are 
however taken every week. These have to be taken before pocket 
money is drawn. They are superintended by nurses who have 
some difficulty in persuading refugees to get themselves wet. 
Innoculation in Moses Wells Camp is also unnecessary since all 
refugees have been innoculated before arrival. No refugee leaves 
Syria unless he is fit - in theory. In practice the doctors 
who are in attendance at the registration, pick any obviously 
sick refugees for attention. 

FOOD -
l. A revised scale of rations and a typical week's menu are 
attached as appendices to this memorandtmi. 

2. Rations are drawn in the same way as army rations for the 
D.I.D. Fresh rations are drawn daily and hard rations per week. 
Fresh rations are cooked and eaten on the day of issue. Each 
cookhouse keeps its own week's supply of hard. There is a large 
icebox in each cookhouse for fresh rations. In addition to army 
rations, there are supplies of relief foodstuffs supplied at 
various times by charitable organizations. The most important 
of these foodstuffs are flour, beans, dried milk, and certein 
canned goods. They are not necessary for the health of the re­
fugees but provide some dietary variety. 

3. The stai'f of the two cookhouses consists of 2 Corporal 
Cooks, 14 native cooks, 11 kitchen boys, 34 suffregis and 
16 refugee women cleaners. The large native staff is necessary 
partly because of the difficulty of using refugees and natives 
together and partly because, whiie Moses Wells Camp is still 
used as a transit camp, it is difficult to find a suitable perm­
anent staff from among the refugees. 

4. The food is prepared by the cooks and taken to the dining 
halls in serving pans. The refugees file past the suffragis who 
issue plates to them and serve the food. They then go the 
tables where cutlery is laid for them. After finishing their 
meals, they leave plates and cutlery on the tables, from where 
they are collected by the suffre.gis for clothing ( J) ( cleaning 
is the word obviously meant. 

5. In principle it would be preferable for the refugees to 
keep their own plates and cutlery and to do their own washing 
up. In practice for hygiene reasons - that is to ensure the 
plates and cutlery are washed up and not left to collect flies 
in the tents - the work is done by natives. 

6. The food is more than adequate, and well cooked. The com­
plaints about food really come mainly from the disproportionate 
part which food plays in a refugee's life. If a refugee has 
not to work to earn his living, and is unoccupied m::>st of the 
day, he appears to become (omission) •ritical about the condi­
tions in which he lives. The best method of reducing 
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dissatisfaction would be to give the refugees a full time 
occupation. 

CLOTHING 

l. Refugees arrive in Syria with little baggage. Perhaps 
they have the clothes they wear, some jewelry, photographs, 
correspondence, small articles of sentimental value, and a 
little spare clothing. In Syria they receive the minimum of 
essential clothing and they are issued with two blankets, knives, 
forks end spoons. 

2. There are mixed stocks of clothing in Moses Wells Camp, 
donated from charitable sources. Of this clothing, 80% was 
Rrovided by the American Red Cross, 10% by the Canadian Red 
Cross, 5~ by the Greek Red Cross end 5% by the British Red 
Cross. On the whole the clothing is not suitable for refugees. 
There appear to be three main classes of relief clothing 
supplied: 

(a) first class clothing such as knitted pullovers, 
woolen shirts, overall suits mostly of children's 
sizes made by Red Cross chapters. 

{b) second hand clothing of useful size and type 

(c) uaeless new and second hand clothing, such as 
thousands of pairs of single shoes, dancing pumps, 
thin evening dresses, and a few fur coats. 

3. At first a system of individual issue in cases of proved 
necessiSY was introduced. It was unsuccessful. These people 
who were the most inveterate hoarders and scroungers managed 
to "prove" necessity, and to acfluire most clothing. The ful­
fillment of any individual demand is based upon stock, and as, 
obviously, the larger the stock the more gener~us th9 issue, 
so it becomes apparent that the article which is held in 
sufficient stock to meet the demand of the total strength of the 
camp will eventually be issued to that strength, since as the 
availability of an article becomes apparent to the refugees, 
so the demand goes up. Moreover the first come first served 
principle means that those who are in lOOst need rarely get 
clothing. Those who are turned away complain of favouritism. 

4. This system has now been superseded by a general camp 
issue of clothing when available. In fact, there has been no 
general issue and no need for one. Certain standard articles 
of clothing such as overalls for men and women and tunics and 
shorts for children are now being produced in the camp, and it 
is proposed to issue them shortly. 

s. Experience has shown that the only practicable system of 
clothing issue in a camp such as Moses Wells is a general issue 
of standard clothing. Viith a small staff and few leaders among 
the refugees, it is next to impossible to check in detail the 
clothing which refugees have brought from Greece or ac,uired 
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in the Middle East. Some refugees have acquired large hoards 
of clothing. Camp inspections cannot bring them to light, and 
even, if they are found it is almost impossible to impound them. 

6. The main clothing requirements for refugees are as follows: 

Men and boy,s 

Overalls (summer) 
Trousers (winter) 
Long sleeved pullover 

(winter) 
Boots 
Shirts 
Socks 
Pants 
Singlot 
Handtowel 

Essential items 

Women & Children 

Dress 
Shoes 
Pullover (winter) 
stockings 
Vest 
Hand towel 
Sanitary towels 

Secondary items 

Infants 

Layette 
Diapers 
Bonnets 
Bootees 
Carrying blankets 

Topees, boot laces, braces, belts, corsets (for medical 
recom:nended issues}, nigh,t wear (for hospitals), gloves/mittens. 

7. Seamstresses work in the camp store repairing and alter­
ing any worn or torn garments. Cases and bales are emptied as 
soon as possible after receipt and the garments are dusted with 
Naphtalene powder, folded and stacked on covered shelves. All 
folds are altered over periods of not longer than eight weeks 
when the clothing is shaken, briefly aired, re-dusted and re­
stacked. 

a. The large majority of female refugees are efficient needle­
women e.n d can and do repair and alter their own garments. Most 
refugees hoard all new or serviceable clothing received and wear 
only their oldest garments, partly in order to have wee.ring 
apparel for their return home, and partly in an effort to ob­
tain more clothing. 

9. There are cobblers in the camp who repair shoes. Most of 
the poorer refugees have no appreciation of the value or care 
of their shoes and boots. They often ruin them immediately 
they are received in order to obtain greater comfort - for 
example, both tfoe caps and heel uppers are often removed. 

10. There is a weekly issue of 4 ozs. of soap per head, so 
that clothing may be washed. In most cases the women tho~oughly 
wash their family clothing. 

SANTIATION AND HYGIENE 

1. Water from cookhouses and washing places runs through 
grease traps into large soekage pits dug in the sand tilled 
with old petrol tins and covered over. This method is not 
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particularly satisfactory since the site is only 3 feet above 
sea level, and the level in the soakage pits rises and falls 
with the tide. A better method might have been to create an 
artificial fall for the waste water from the cookhouses and 
wash places and to run the water in open culverts tD the sea. 

2. The latrines in use are batteries of Turkish type squatting 
latrines. They consist of large pits with concrete cover in 
which holes are cut. The salt water level in the pits is within 
6 feet of the cover, and water acts as a natural disinfectant. 

3. These latrines have not proved satisfactory. Firstly, the 
pits have been filled with excreta at a rate faster than new 
pits can be constructed. Secondly, the pits have become breed­
ing grounds for flies. Thirdly, the r efugees make them filthy 
and the native sanitary squad find difficulty in keeping them 
clean. Fourthly, there is some danger of fouling the sub-soil 
of the camp. 

4. It is now proposed to construct bucket type latrines with 
wooden seats and lids, and to dispose of the excreta in Helwan 
incinerators. 

5. ~ashing is done at army type ablution benches covered with 
corrugated iron, with drainage through grease traps to soakage 
pits. 

6. Despite the difficulties of sanitation there has been no 
evidence of epidemics arising from this cause. Every effort 
is being made to improve the sanitary arrangements by new con­
struction. One of the main difficulties is, however, the im­
possibility of providing the necessary supervision to enforce 
hygienic standard, owing to the small staff available. 

DISCIPLINE 

1. The re:fugees at Moses iells Camp are allowed to pass through 
Egypt providing that they remain inside a refugee camp. In 
law they are under the jurisdiction of the civil authorities 
in Egypt. The Camp Administrator can restrain any person break­
ing the law and hand him over to the civil police. He can, also, 
withhold privileges from delinquent refugees, but he has no 
right of imprisonment, fining or inflicting corporal punishment. 
He bas of course the normal rights of discipline of his mili­
tary rank in respect of Greek or British soldiers in the camp. 

2. There 1 s a guard of 42 Greek soldiers in :Moses Wells Camp. 
Their duties are to prevent unauthorized entry end exit, to 
guard stores and valuables, and to exercise general super-
vision over and prevent misdemeanors on the part of the refugees. 

3. The guard is responsible to the Greek Officer who in turn 
is responsible to the Camp Administrator. 

4. The problem of maintaining discipline among the refugees 
is considerable. Persuasion and appeals to reason have little 
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success. Moreover, the refugees are well aware that the 
Administration of the camp has few sanctions which it can 
apply. Therefore, direct orders are often flouted, and tact 
rather than toughness is required. 

5. In the last resort it is extremely difficult to enforce 
an order on a recalcitrant and sometimes militant mob of 
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women and children. One occasion a fracas developed in Moses 
Wells. It serves perhaps as an illustration of the disciplinary 
difficulty. Some twenty Greek soldiers were staying on leave in 
Moses Wells Camp, when it became necessary to clear the camp 
for security reasons since a draft was about to leave two days 
later. Some soldiers left, others refused. The Greek Guard 
failed to eject the visitors and the officer of the Greek 
Guard suggested to the Camp Administrator that British Military 
Policemen might have 100re authority over the soldiers. Four 
military policemen were called in, and one of the visiting 
soldiers was placed under arrest. Immediately the military 
policemen were assaulted by a mob of some dozens of women and 
their prisoner was released. Since bloodshed appeared likely 
the military police withdrew, and the refugees gained a moral 
victory. Next day the visiting soldiers had become a little 
nervous, and a high ranking Greek officer was brought into the 
camp with a bodyguard to remove them. By then common sense had 
prevailed among the refugees and there was no further trouble. 

6. Individual punishments which have some effect are the 
withholding of pocket money and the exclusion of visitors. 
The former is not always effective, since many refugees possess 
large sums of momey sent in from outside, and they are not 
dependent on provision by the camp. Collective punishments, 
which are generally objectionable, include deprivation of pocket 
money, closure of the canteen, exclusion of visitors and the 
stopping of cinema shows. 

7. The chief delinquencies which are difficult to check are 
such things as ta.~ing '4ood from the dining halls, eating and 
cooking in tents, and avoiding medical inspection. Such de­
linquencies can be best checked by rigorous inspection, but in 
fact the shortage of staff makes this impossible. 

socaL LIFE 
t,,, 

1. A playground for children, with swings, slides and see-saws 
has been set up in the camp. There is also a football pitch. 
In fact, the refugees have little interest in organized games, 
and prefer to amuse themselves on the seashore. The children 
join togetaer in Greek dances. 

2. A canteen has been set up in the camp. Its success has 
created a new problem. Since many of the refugees have large 
amounts sent into them the consunption of food in the canteen 
is absurdly high. It is proposed therefore to convert the 
canteen into a coffee bar, and to attach to it a reading and 
games room. 
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3. Religious services are held weekly by the local priest, 
who also performs christenings and burials. Important saints 
days are also observed. 

4. A mobile cinema visits the camp once a week. Local troops 
and Red Cross concert parties have given entertainment. Twice 
a week a tea car of Canal Area Welfare Unit visits the camp 
to distribute fresh tea and play music. 

MEDICAL CARE 

1. Every refugee is inspected on arrival in the camp. One 
doctor and two nurses inspect the refugees in their lines every 
day. In fact, medical inspection is difficult, since the refugees 
are most unwilling to let their children go to hospital. Mothers 
with sick children attempt to evade inspection by moving from 
tent to tent, and the mortality rate among children is in­
creased by this evasion. 

2. There ere five Greek doctors in the c~~P, one dentist and 
one dispensary chemist. The nursing staff is under a matron. 
It consists of two professional nurses and twenty assistant 
nurses. There is a training scheme in operation in the camp 
to train batches of young refugees as nurses. Sixty-one girls 
have "qualified" as assistant nurses in Moses Wells camp during 
the last seven m:::>nths. 

3. There is hospital accomodation for 100 patients in the two 
camp hospitals and the subsidiary hospital tents. This provis­
ion is adequate, and thanks to supplies received from the Greek 
and American Red Crosses the hospitals are well equipped. 
Current medical supplies are indented for in the Army. 

4. Appendices give an analysis of hospital admissions, med­
ical inspection room outpatients and births and deaths. It 
will be seen from this analysis that a great deal of attention 
has been given to the medical care of the refugees. On the whole 
there appear to be no significant deductions which can be drawn 
as to the effects of malnutrition which they suffered in Greece. 
After a year in the Middle East there is little if any sign of 
their past sufferings. It is true that in most cases refugees 
have already been out of Greece for some six months before 
arrival in Moses Wells Cemp, and that medical statistics for 
Chesme and Syria have not yet been analysed. Yet it seems fair 
to deduce that the effects of malnutrition have been largely 
overcome by the provision of adequate food, shelter and clothing. 
Only one case of avitaminosis has been reported and the use 
of artificial vitamins has not been necessary. 

5. The constant arrival of new parties of refugees, and the 
visits of relatives from outside the camp tend to increase 
the morbidity rate. The high death rate of young children from 
measles complicated by broncho-pneumonia is attributed to two 
main factors. Firstly, a fresh party of refugees, who had had 
a cold and uncomfortable journey from Syria, arrived in the 
camp at the height of a measles epidemic and complicated the 
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epidemic by the spread of influenza and bronchial diseases in 
the camp. Secondly, in many cases mothers avoided medical in­
spection when their children were ill and many were not ad­
mitted to hospital until they were in a late stage of illness. 

6. Of the 38 deaths recorded, 25 were of the measles-pneumonia 
group. Of the remaining 13, 9 were chronic diseases with a 
fatal prognosis. The age distribution of deaths is as follows: 

0 - 2 years: 21 (all of the measles-pneumonia group) 
2 - 10 years: 11 

10 - 15 years: 2 
50 - 70 years: 4 

The specific death rate for measles end the pneumonia 
group in the camp, however, was only 2.6 per 1000 per month. 
The figure for the same diseases in Greece (1938) was 2.19 
per thousand per month. The death rate 1s thus surprisingly 
low, both absolutely and comparatively. 

!Qfili 
1. It is a fundamental principle of a refugee camp that the 
refugees should be kept as fully occupied as possible. In 
Moses Wells Camp there have been great difficulties militating 
against full employment of the refugees. In its early stages 
it was purely a transit camp, and it was impossible to begin 
training schemes or to use refugees for camp staff jobs . 
Secondly, the shortage of sta.ff end the lack of leaders among 
the refugees has made organization difficult. Thirdly, equip­
ment and tools have been hard to obtain. 

2 • Some 100 refugees a.re working in the camp e1 ther as 
cleaners, kitchen assistants, needlewomen or labourers. They 
are paid approximately 50 piastres a week, instead of the 
usual pocket money issue of 15 piastres. Although it is argu­
able that refugees should be expected to work in the camp with­
out pay, it has been decided that wages should be paid partly 
as an incentive to work, partly to raise the status in the 
camp of those who work, and partly so that the more thrifty can 
accumulate some small capital against their return to the 

homes, where they have in many cases loat everything or sold 
up all their possessions to pay for a caique passage from the 
islands to Turkey. 

3. The following work schemes are now being put into operations: 

(a) needlework and sewing for the repaiR, alteration and 
making of clothing. It is hoped to employ 100 women in due 
course. Thirty are employed at the moment. 

(b) embroidery. The more expert needlewomen are being 
encouraged to do artistic work under the guidance of two 
ins true tors. 

(c} handwork. It is proposed to iet up a workshop for 
the instruction of boys in woodwork and metal work, and for 
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the making of useful camp furniture. Already some 12 refugees 
are working in a small workshop, but difficulty is being ex­
perienced in obtaining sufficient tools and in erecting a suit­
able workshop. 

(d) cobbling: Two or three cobblers are at work repair­
ing shoes and boots. 

(e) construction: Refugee labour is being used under 
R. E. direction in the extension of the camp. 

EDUCATION 

1. A school has been set up in the camp, and nearly 400 
children are in attendance. Seven teachers have been found 
from among the refugees, one of whom is qualified. Books and 
equipment he.ve been donated by Cairo schools and from other 
sources. 

2. An elementary course related to the official program in 
Greek elementary schools is followed as closely as possible. 
Every effort is being made to obtain the services of Greek 
teachers from Cairo during the period of their summer holidays. 

3. School hours are from 10 a.m. - 12:15 and from 4 p~m. -
5:30 p.m. They are restricted by the available accomodation, 
but special school tents are now being erected and it should 
soon be possible to extend the instruction. 

4. The refugees are eager for their children to attend 
school - not least becaus e they are thereby relieved of the 
trouble of looking after them - and there are few absentees. 

GENERAL 

1. On the whole Moses Wells Camp runs smoothly and effi­
ciently. Shortage of Br i tish staff is perhaps the chief diffi­
culty, but that is inevitable when British manpo wer is strained 
a.s it is to day. Much of the success of the camp is due to the 
keenness and enthusiasm of the British military staff. The 
versatility and adaptability of the ordinary British private 
is always surprising, and the influence which they have over 
the refugees is considerable. 

2. The value of the camp is not only that it provides a home 
for refugees, who have fled from Axis oppression. It is 
also a most interesting subject for study, endprovides exp er­
ience of difficulties which will be met with on a far greater 
scale in post-war Europe. The experience gained in Moses 
Wells will be useful for personnel who will have to grapple 
with similar problems. Arrangements are now in hand for train­
ing personnel in Moses Wells for the part they will be called 
upon to play after the war, an d it is hoped to be able to 
give members of voluntary societies too first band experience. 

/ 
Dovering letter, dated 12/17/43, Cairo #7, signed by 

wbs ewe Lincoln MacVeagh: Subject: Greek Relief-nesponsibilities 
and Operations of MERRA 



EMBASSY OF THE 
ITED STA S OF 1ERICA 

Ne r the Government of Greece 

Cairo, ec. 17, 1943 
lo. 7 

Subject: Greek Relief - Responsibilities and Operations 
of HRA ( iddle "'ast Refugee and Relief 
Administration) 

The Honorable 
he Secretary of State 
vashington 

Sir: 

Por the epartment 1 s information, and as of possible 
value in definint the precise responsibilities and 
activities of the ritish organization known as !ER , 
(Middle ast Refugee and Relief Administration), now very 

much to the fore in connection with the whole relief prob­
lem in this area, I h ve the honor to enclose h ewith a 
memorandum which has recently been drawn up by that or­
gani zation, entitled" .ovement of efugees in the iddl 
ast under 1 RA auspices." 

The Department will observe that this memorandun, in 
addition to describin the or anization asp rt of the 
office of the British . inlster of State, defines its re­
sponsibilities as (1) formulation of polic regard:n= the 
disposal of refugee in the ._iddle e.st, (2) control of 
refu ee move. ents in this area, (3) up rvision of rela­
t ons iith local overnments, (4) liaison with the Greek 
inistry of ~ocial elfare both as to eneral and parti­

cular problems , (5) coordin tion of the activities of 
voluntary societies assistin Greek refugees , and fin­
ally (6) the mainten ce of refugees in the .oses \ells 
camp. It makes very clear th t the oses camp is the 
only camp "maintained11 by thi.. a inistr tion. 

In this connection, I would refer to the Departments 
telegr No . 1859 of November 30, 1943, communicating 
certain plans formulated by U (United Nations Relief 
and Reh bill t tion Administration) to absorb L 1A. as an 
operating agency , and call attention to the fact that 
actually. R has a very small operating staff, to be 
found almost wholly at the _o es ells C p . For opera -
ing purposes, it is counting heavily on private assist­
ance, American as well as British. All persons wishin~ 
e~ployment with ERRA for relief in the alk ns are in­
for ed th t they shoul• apply to one of the voluntary 
societies. These societies p rticipate in a council, 
known s the Cairo Council for Balkan Relief, of' whos 
organization and functions I am wld the Department 
is already informed. At present .r. , • • , at the s, 
Dirac tor-General of 1 ~R , is the Chairman of this council. 
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It appe rs to constitute the nearest thin to an operati~ 
a 0 ency that is as yet connected with F R • At the time 

it w s set up, the Chairman stated that nbesides its main 
functions of coordination and cooperation, the Council 
will serve as a channel through .~ich the variou uthori ­
ties may be able to draw upon the resources of the constit ­
uent organiz tions," and minutes of the p rsonnel sub­
committee of the council sho that its constituent volun­
tary societies will probably be called upon to supply as 
m y as 1500 oper tives, o which number American. volun­
taru societies are expected to furnish at least half. At 
present I understand that before .American agencies can 
po1t:cipa~e in this fashion under the over-all direction 
of I i._ , the must r9cei ve clearance from our f' A 
Foreign conomic Administration). 

Respectfully yours, 

(si ed) Lincoln ac\eagh 

;nclosure 
1emorandum 

Sent in ozalid to Department 
l i lc l~o . 848 
Ll acV/ad 
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P2rauhm;e of Incoming Telegram 

Ft-:OM: CAIRO? F~ Q_f nILL AND ,HITE. 
• 

TO: S 'CE. T Y OF STATE , 11AS1I..:GT0.1.f , FOR G EK l'AR RELL,, 

DA=:'E : 15 , 7 p .m. 

.m:,IBER: 132 .L •~;K S ':i.I S · 

Total refugees no,... 2~r-unt t 20 ,oor); t.t.L :.::icl·i 'e"' rece.!lt 

, rriv&ls o-r co roxim:-tel~· 7500 from Gr e·: Islend , Izmir not incluced. 

P~yments to G:re:-n'7lent o:" Greece s::--e for exoenses incurred by Gree~{ 

Gove-YL,1e::i.t ,<"l!lC fo!' tr,ns if-"'io to ·:er::.·c to oth"r ""overrnnents . (?) 

• 
Accur· :.e fi~urcs si.1-.Luc' oe :. :~·1 "t this ti__ e ;:ince E.-1. "i tors l1eve 

c-::, l ted 0:1,: a.li?" ;rsis fi res of .forr, t J. a 3) ". - "ree:: Government 

coverine Syria C" 'lps , ~--~rot , 2nd Prlestine camps. From Anril 1 to 

December 31 ref cee e::-..."'Oenses c:re r"'.1£hl esti:ui£-ted c:-t sterlin£; 540 , 000 
.:i., , 

or ap-)roY..imctely Bl,DeO•;OO. Acditional .pl00 , 000 ?hould be 2(ded for 

further necessr•I"J e;;:penoi ture c, ')S and re:u_;;ees . Al nost L 'ef.:.ni te 

number of personnel can be used as li steo L'l cable 8 for Zl Dre sent 

ca:n-:is es Jeciall~ i·1 nine , i dle •'a.st c- :ns . Exec· tives n·e ~1so neede 1. 

It is felt by Hill t21ct :e fh:mld htve ['t lec:-$t fort~· at el":-liec-t 

un6erst2nd Ste: te De 2rt·:1e::it :-ive yi:.,::s to ka -ic2n citizen::: onl~ . I:1. 

c re of .Americc::i Lei;.,:t5.rm is CEDle ecdr sP . 1fore Cc- bled shol~tly . 

CSB 
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS 

Civil Affairs Office 
Division of Public Welfare and Relief 

-

October 27, 1943 

NAWA 17 

Subject : Transr,lission of Renort on 
r,;ER:81\ Refugee camps 

Dear Mr . Burland: 

I am attaching hereto a report on 1:ERl?A and Greek 
refugee canps in the l,.iddle t.ast , prepared by 
Messrs . Harakas , Patterson, Reekie, Shvetzoff , 
Truax and Youdin . The report , I think , 0ives an 
objecti v e picture of each of the ca.-nps . 11bile it 
will be of special interest to 1,1r . hoses Beckelman, 
it will also provide valuable inforriation for 
other nembers of the staff , especially those who 
may be considered for the Casablanca refugee center , 
should it materialize . 

Sincerely yours , 

(signed) E . Reeseman Fryer 
Chief of ~ission, OFRRO 

,.r . B. G. Burland 

Acting Chief , Division of Field Operations, 

Off:ce of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation O~erations 

\,asnington, D. c . 
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8.5 ft:, r;_1c-:r~e 1...r<.; 
. 1.,my .mt lOOS( .-: .. .. ... u.nps, o.r:i.'~.u~,. 

he i"' tj er l "G"'t o.i.' 
.:-ed .,c 1;Ul:lf] 1 

-
, 11 coR; .. t tl1rouLh 
~- o r 8 l n1cd to 

i'rcr. r:u-~ i o ·,l P tt 11 3c. o v · i .. c ~1. ~'e., .. t .r:·~, 1 .. 3..1 o~t rn.::I of 
'lel i :-.;.v r ::-:.d J,;r _r-t. cr,1 F·'nal cor, cronc-Bs with r.1-.n A G.!1", a 
hort we.it i'or· .,_ .c·ar.npm· • t: o _ dale:s,..;;.f' ot·r ... ·ctu.r• ,o Alr,iers 

'r,t;il (.,ctc,tJCP ,_; 

.nwh 

'aci 
)t} ie 
18.d 

J r • r -.E 

1. t ~- -:;, fc, • ..1 110;1c:mrn n; 
pnr- · s of 

.1 be est h 

v~ ,.o 1/· Polish 
'G SociHll.st 
1eav t:1e 
:tr: still 
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1;n1r. 'l·he n~l1t r·v ~taff ::.sec. '-;· 1-tl~· c ~·.-,~:ll £·~· .~t 0 no!"'bcrs 
ar•c • os ly on lonn f1·•0!.1 t.::e B··:!. t:.rh Ar--~:;; --.:.tnd ':1.rc r·ecnlled for 
dt ty ,Ii tr ... tLe r !.vll Aff J.r, ~~ ct1.orL 0.r,:;111 L ~ 1.. 1 .. ( ther :mit :~. 
::~rm, t S l)0\"101''- :r:tE'nd to ~1ut ;,,e:;rs 01· <.'Cl'UL :[; G'!">r c,::: an.._ Po::.ish 
re.:t'uceoa :"..n tLe . ·tcdle :~us • /,s tY .• ;lai ·;.ud · bovc, tJ1cy ac"i.r,1::..n­
l~tc:• o J.y ono ru p.. .:_.~co all t}P GPcJ-;. c:m,:p~~ ar~ inextricably 
inter-twinod, ;·ii; UA aces act .in a sort; of c:,r.sult.ator:-· capacity 
to t .. o otncv nur.1:p .. Inam.11 1.c 1 as uL cx_:rnnse..; 5 r.curred are thoo­
rctlcally n chup~ ~ !.1;•.uj_n.;>;:; the Greok GovoJ:>nJ-icnt, and since 
almost all food s:1p,")liaJ are drr.i.n: fpo,1 che 3->itish ,rLT', 1.:ERR.. 
acts as a cbann.,l f'or fo:r-vJJ=.trd Ln; L1L nccou .. ts to L:>1-dcr1 , It ls 
belleved that t:e loos~~~s3 of Lhn ~nttre strJctu~c ~s due pri­
marll::- to tl,-~e f ,, t.hm; it vms o,. .. · 1..~· nallJ c1 :oved t-Lnt ~71:1-UA 
wculc~ be only c s· op 6 a.._.., unt ll th6 est1..:bl 1 ¾r:. r:.:; cf 'J::.:-MA. 

1lleppo t o Ialep) is sltuatcd about; 30 nilC;.S frorr. the Syr•ian­
Turk1sb bO'r>der• ... nd La.D t ·10 rc.fug;c,e ear:;p<:: wr. i ch nre recepti-:in points 
fov• "11 l''1fugee.., cozaln ~ out OJ. .rur:,.ey. T:-..s&e re ·pt .on stutions 
1-..ave bee:-: in oµcr ition ,ince : O~l t~r~d ttt \,nc o tsot r-ecelvcd i._nd 
charucl:ed to oth'r plnccc- refu~:ec .. of ulJ. m:."'·io.ul.t~es, princ.i­
pull:·· Poles r .. !ld J 1rroslavs :1r iv.':.nr t.brouc'1 ~1u_-.1-~0y, Tl E total m.un­
::.er of nat.:.onal.i. t _es \1:1..1.ch }·:nve clG'tred th~•o'1r,l the Aleppo stat ion 
is 2G. In t.he l·• ,t 18 !'1-)-:th... t .o tn.21.:i.x ·rn.s b,) ,n eon.posed nlir.ost 
cntlral~ of Grc k. 

The £·ofw•1;e a_•pi ~,c a , ~-~1c A1 e.Jpo :•a ~lrond stc1.tton and a1•e 
broucht by t1~ur, <: ~o one Qf t:1 10 c:arp3, ··J'. .e1--o t:10;r arc dhd.nfostecl. 
rp11s car .p co~:isi3t of c.1 <1eriet: of rece:i:it_·w l,u":.lt stov:e bar1"nclrn 
wlLb iron rools" T -.e ru.fugeos ..,;1t;;;_, t:1c d · si,..·festirc unit, louv­
ir-.t· -~.•1cJ.r ::h)e;s out3idn.. r:1::)eJ '5t:r.:.p, ~1.r.d ull t 1eir- elothinf: is 
':'1-r>&Pt 0d Lto ''.\JO ,1 ~nkc-css, ,li :,0r al1e£:.c'..- o .. niec "uy ther. or lssuec!. 
by tl e CP!!iJ- ::11~.:e -:;>o c;J.ot·~es u:r-c be.:.:i.1; d::s:nf rntoci, t;1e r·~Lf•, -
coos arc tho,..ou~·h y ;;e....,!·•'"'c under s.1~-.·1cr0 and recetv€ n r:1cdical 
ins-:Ject1.c."n~ a tcr 1,"1:!.cL they dress m1d Ui'C r uc f,tionc. b·r r.1er:1ber:J 
of the I31•it,i.sh _n elJ.ir.;ence~ Corps, .1h~c~1 -:.s r•0.s.t,cnsiclc" for tl1c 
deteutlcin of an"' <'ncn:r r[,ent., m 1cnr 1 hon. J L uusti<. miafre for:r.1 
is f1.lled out, awl :.t bee.or.cs, for :..l1 ;n:•ncti s.l ;)ur·roses, their 
passport f'1•om thc11 on. Their r!a::::e ."..s c!.l :10 ent c.·od -r a card 
whicl i8 retairn d ln o. per] mnent fi:..c. vn t1 ::;. s cur a com·olctE: 
!;.,l3tc:z•~ h, knpt U J.•,.~l L.:. :e1Jai?t11ra f'r·ou tlJC a:.1~ • At tb is 
po:..nr, e.11 refu--:~ es, exco-:")t r.1.cu of r::.l.: tn .. ·7: nu.;, a~o rent to 
imothAl .. ca . . p, \1h~t,h is i:; ! tuatod in t110 oJ.d Tur,,kis:1 silltary 
barrl:.c}rn of tho clty of .. loppo. 
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The r:.en rn f> re 4. nir t-C i~t this t1::=£:,t ca1,1p in qtw.rancine 1'or 
t·~o m2cks, &ftc· ... ~·l i.eh they Lr.c cen·t to the G!•aok nt•nw(1. l'nrces., 
i'/1:ile et the c;.;nr t 11c en il!?P h-:ild i~ncier m11~ tti . .c•y i·out ~ n-;; and 
discipl:tn .. • to tH · t,! tt,rr tl:cm t;c bes:.. 111.1."'.itnr.y •1 Wlts. T:te:r 
'eoe:!ve foot~ b ; .a Ol"l f.'11.;.:;!£.h r:it:.it x·y rr.:c ... cr:~. but .. ,.,r,ny of them 
~riv- at ~he CE<t",p ccrw!t1{1r ..... L.ly undernou1•i:.:.hed in h("ve to be 
'bu:i._t uµ r;.:-i::i

1luLl.1.y. r.•.r,3 of'f'icc.1.1 c 1 L·,re in "'ep;;i ·t,to qw.u~ters and 
have :c.rt!•. in mlno1~ t>r'iVl.Lsp,et;. 11'h-, -.-~ Wt3:t•e ill to ,other a.br,.ut 200 
mon in tne c ,1,p ut !.L? t.; r19 Vie i:ioro tLere~ 

'::nl s c -,rnp .t 
0 i ""te· r'- b·,1 , ~1~,1· '' ~,J ... .J, ........ ~ .. i;.. 

gone , ~ll"',:.iu-:;h th 1. 
• .ud h ,•.;;n (t:-;iptu.r- 1 ·• 

1941 t m: L0 .... d · 1 ..i 

r ·'1. by a .. 1.lcn..1.tcn£1.nt o!.." t.h.:1 B~itish 1z:>.ny, a.s-
do.-en r~3ek and Br:1ti:~h tJold'L0. 3. lh hnd hims.alt 

... e:m e.1'..;G·:• 3~cap1no-; frc,~ (h•,Jec;1~ ri,1. Tur-k•iy. .i.s 
oy t1.1~s fo:...-.c(rn during t:10 Grer,;b_ cs.r1~:w.i::;n in 
)a;•t 1s of ::1:t 'S v-e::·y hu.-nan s ..,01 ... y. 

Tne B•:r::•:;nd -~p 1 · loc&,ti::d in the oatsl-ci:t•cs 01"' Al0pl o: in 
the a:!''r)remE..ntioi-1 ,d be. ~·rucks Only old .men, i:rnm.e 1~ qn ,. chlld.t'en 
ar-e sent, there. ·,. 1e ro.t"n.gce~ are quartered in large hall..! and 
l.'l002.1s wbl~h are c-:..ean !lr.:.d ci:io1, but lnc:c homelike atmos,r,hn"<.➔ o 
'1

1

be-.. ,•a is a di.nlr,G hall ~•h.JT-l; rofut3eos e t., Cbll .. :ren attend 
school... T'ne :rof eces .u.r•0 tillov:rad to go 1L1to towi:l at"'ter <.'btain­
ing pnsse.s.. l''€h!t'.l:tve the Udual ullcwa.nce cf. sbout 6t cents 
pei, \tl£ok per pc:r· on, but can pick up additional :money c.oing odd 
jobs abct:ct tr..,s, cr.r-!p. A eant>$Gi.· mnlws f-4vailabJe u.:idit. c? nl items 
o.f i'ood not ~.nch.: ~ed !n the r-gular• r,r;tion. 

~:here uppon!."ea !::CJ bo a cert.a ·\n 1:d .. 1· cl' ,m~srt~-lrity about t.ne 
tutu.re of these r--1op· e, Ta.e-y <Huue. there for G. ti;m1port::..rj st&y 
until they ccuJ.c. be sh:tpr.:cd farthe1", but r.,sny ha' a'.!.:r·:.edy been 
thare :f OI; r:•ru1~ :mor tr •.. ,. 

01' al) thf-> carpt v~o .. aw, thi~i appev.red to be: tho lm.ist at­
ti u.ctive and co1n!'ort~r.,1e.., Tnort was a tlcctor ln rosid$rwe, e-Yld 
2'1ecUcn! ca1•a £01" th,;; 800 :r•efucees living there vies £LVallo.LJ.e. 
'l'l<cl'i dt 1 i:nrecl._o.J.s cisousen 'llor•e .separated .. 

A B!'i ti~h CPIJt !.n ar: C~r.ip C.:ornrnru .. dant, and there were 
severa.., B~:-1 ~ish s ld·· e •s help:-.ng hin,. f:i..1..ita1•y pi:,:r-sonnel at 

l th HJe c 1m:ps d.!'e 1:sual]y mt n , ho have been r,o n<led and 
rendorocl u .. vifl t to. co:riba~~ ser-v:.teo,. 

Situatod on the hil::1,!:i o·"' Leban n OV)rlooking .3oil• 1t o"l; the 
... oothl 

1 
s oi' t1.1s • :> :ita!u .i.. ... ani:;e ~ t:hv camp at 3ou1-:-el-Gha1•b occupie:J 

:.1\"ora: small -hot ...,:!.s ·1hich ·,7Ci.'O i'orruerly s1.m1.":'!er I e~orts o 
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The Greek Gover1unent iu dir·ectl~r 1.,espons.:hle for the opel"a­
-cion of' this ca np. It 1- a.sod tho build.1nss f. "'Om the va:.:-ious 
owners in !~ay 1942, and began accep··-tng .. ofugee"' from Aleppo au 
the cawps there wee .f'llled to capaci y. A;;, ::;he start a.ll 
1., fugees were no1.:epted. But as time f1~mt on ar:•' it v:s.s f"'U.l'ld 
tr.at many w~re incapable of co ti mi116 the jour~ ey due to 111 
heulth or physical disabilities, the Greek Gover-nm nt in 
September 1942 d cided to make it a pe:•ma,·H:int c mp -Zor those 
~ho v.-ere phynically unfit. 

The cwnp administrator ia a G1..,eek b r.t lieut€.n&nt 'i'ho he.s 
seven nor-coms a•1d 2b 1nval1dl7 G1•aek scld.:tera o help him in 
the adr.d.nistratio 1.. Two Greek ftrn1y doctor~ .. ano .,o.o Gree.v.: nurse 
trained at r-Ios s 1'Jolls ar-e assigned +o tha cantp to to.k£? care of 
refugees~ medi l n eds. 

There ar Ul'1 to fug es, · f whom 627 are ch:!.} <i:>on nnder 16 
71eara of age~ 'J

1 1e b • lance uz>o old i· 1nen o.n .. won.en 11,h, aa s ·art'~~e 
ge 12 58.. Faml.1y group:: ax-r-> not ~eparated but 1. .;Jg,. ect to single 

rooms at the v ,,•ou:;; hotels. 

All food is ls.sued diroctJ-y to t;he :i:•e .. :uf;e 
1 

.. ..,,ho do their 
vm cooki:rtg J.n t.n.,. roo~ls o:r· ln the k1tcl1cn-.!. 11tc!11t,ieu already 

ss~a.bl shod 1 u '~ u t: tels '1"11?. c mp _ ct- 1, e~ tl. "r ri. l lm .. s from 
the BX>i ti..J.1 A.ru The I>.tl.' 101 a :tre the sa.":'l.e a.s t •~o o ;-1 ven a:c 
th ot er cw:ip dd re ... ugccs a.r allotted thol~" r tlons based 
o .. -i th0 nurnuor o · I o le in he _ ru11J.y. ?J1.. t of' ... he11 supp- ement 
theh" l."at tons by purcl_t.f'os f' om th outside:- n.s ,ho f r:1iL_{iS il!' · 
given a dole o:f ~1Egypt1an p,r n nt-i 1'or tho hefJ. of the .f'm;1ily., 
plus 60 pi tres f' ,~ each d€·· and nt o 1~ui e ·1 n- 1 .b i• ( f "he 
re geos rec0iv, out•··· de a E'L:1tance f1~:m z•aJ. ·t.:.ii a~ in the iJ .s,., 
G :- Att fr.t t .i.an, :Jg,/ ._>t $> v.nd othor , 01.ln tl:•1_ea ... 

Tho ca .. •e, : .n ntenar .. c~ tit.tl up11:ee· cf .,he ·o lil{ t11ga occupied 
by the ret"'u~,.;eea :ts thl, 1.r ros) n,.,ibil _tr. 'I'hey µo11ce, cl&~n and 
t. ·::e "s.::-•c o:t' the gr unJ.0 T 10 1,ef. '~003 ar·c free to cnt, r and 
J. ·H.V the Ca."T;p t l l t.'l~;.es. 

Sci-1001 are : · 1:J.UC te · f' .... r ch111r·:... 1n .uoveral of t 1e 1~otel 
haJla, v;tth t·e r ... ·;so.s t--emsi,:lve~ act.L.:.g, .J.S t"ae:h1:- s., T1f-3jT 

hold s~r-v-ices in "" of th"" 1-;.otel s f:ry ..::una :T, c ., ductBd by a 
"'r."esk Ar-r.r:l ohe.p 1 ;J 1 n • 
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Conver•sati.on with sevcrf 1 of the refugees r•ev~aled that 
their r.iorale wns low, nnt:1 tho.t they were dissatisfied with 
cond1 tlono in gener 1. their me.jor ccmple,int be1 ng the in-

dequa.cy f' the £cod; They 1.· e e all a.r.1.X:ious tc, r-0 tu1n to their 
hor.1es and were not desiro1 s or oi ·0 on tc r!r se ,.ells :t'or re­
eettle::1ent in otnor colonies. 'vio felt ~hat "-ho ::!ntorest !n 
the rcfueees of' the lieutcnent ir,. chs.rge was no .. very grent. 

r his 1•e.fugc c mp ls two milos south of the ci ;y of Haifa. 
It is ~ntirely sur;r .. unded by :r.-my cantonnient::1, n:'_tL a ha.1·•bed w.ire 
ferwe uep ~ati1.g the cn!!.lp i'rorn the canto:m:ients .. 

Th<;: -1 .p ha six poZ"7!lane v buildings of' st no walls and 
cenen., !'o-..indat::.<YHl, used as an adn.tnistrution b· ~ld:ing., a •.:ook­
houoe, a sci1001., . clinic, and a dol"t.1itory anJ m~ s hA.11 fo .. 
b ys bet\· c,c:n t:10 agf1s o:: 6 n."1 16. Tha rei'ugoos for the most 
pa:r-t "'"'O housed n ': ... _t3, 0iwh ... ·umlly grw:p bcin ~ given a. .... rent 
r 1" i s 0

11n u e 't 1erave!" p•:>ssi l:>, th~.1" allow ... ng... i. .... iea th.$ 
gc>e-"'i'tes·; amoun:. <Ji' privacy. Tho re s. ... e 425 ::?9fug -s in t}1is 
ca.mp, c: t::'.i .. h 227 o.~e children under 16 ~ 

'l ~e st.gSf c L"is:t .,s .f a !3 ~itt h Army capta ... n,, ... hs a,1 llinis­
trato_., fo~~ llr t1 s.. non-com ,, t·IVo G · ek soldier t.t-anclators, 
f.1.ft~e Greek uo 1-rs nctinr, a gu_rds, and one nurse · ·nose 
sold qu.ulif'ic .t ~ .. 1. is t o mont· of t7'a:1.n:~ng J::.t .'o us '/ell:;. 

Coo.kit g a.nd ,.:Eanp p~licin. · a?'o done by the re!'ugnen, ln 
'O.r::tttG t t · tne . oO natives en:oloye t U, e~ ~·icll· for t' o 

cs ... e, t ainte &nc~, opsi-e:f:ior1, ana"' o.,hor 110:r k jncJ det t 1 to 1 ts 
orerat1on,. All cf' th i:.c:r•k i? t:i1_s c1ir;1p is done 1 y tle :.-e:fugee~ 
t'1.o'rnse.3,-,; es I who eccd ve a nomi.. al h.,go 

Th. 
un"'xpecte,.. .. y ti:. February 
,ould roriain th..,..co ucvs ., 
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The c:iptain .1s. 3 inatii; ted H · 

d d to b::rt..tor th ... y oration o:f the 
'1a.ving the "' 

t ""..~y to • 11 theor,j 
s, ar.d treir ~le n 

, ihO!! r1EJ irq · 1.l:'eu. :ho 
..,tr-ict ~ ol1.ci:-1g uy 

i..hs;y • e!"a ki:- .,1t 
0v0z•a1 re1'Pc;eaa 

• 

so el:;;t:n~ h 
~., Cl.'2 it nos 

exceptional. 
"e 11ed t.nat 

:.. ,1e. 

.:'ood 
or., -ijhe 

. ·he p t:rent • ln,..,.'1!7 ng t et the 2, children n,. e -~.:t en 'betteJ> 
1d ~ :e be· p ss:tble ... a"., coul not do e oug .1 ·~,::, .ho~ the ii, 

a ,i.atlon -co tho caut in fo. hi nue:-t•0.eL in .ei:r c ,il ~l"en' 
'Ii r:._f a. l a r suit/ hG 'J s b .. e t.c n.:itt.;ut~e r lea ,. .. d ~eg,.ua­

fffi tinr-; the r· a.,_ th, car"" e.nd •en.8 1 o1,el::'a.,,1on cf the 
ca.mp which mude 1t u.n ,"i.oo~.hly and afflciRn.,ly s .1n ~ithout so":"!,. 
m. tr.€ fac Llitie" .round i 1 the other ca:npn ve ,,1s .. ad" 

'11he f od fol"' tl e :r,3 1..tgeea is co kud at . 
t} , refugees cnl: f, !' it and. ~ak 11. 

•~ cm·.s.mption. Tl e camp 1 a· r.o 
tht: mass aervh,g of food.. 1ho re 
ElCija ant to ~heir i .lts 
pm~ch<.5e"". H-::r· n 
Greek Uov v ri.lYlen t 
f .~ly o.nd 6 i s 

a .vc,rnen n eel 
•on i,gs~ ea we l ~1 to 



R fugee 0 

fu'"l leg. tinato 

• 
-.. -

• d to letnr... ha Od.I. p end i it II lf for-



O.i tOl .1 e s D a 
lleut< ~ant u&S 
e. B.!·l tifJh , ei~g.:: · 
crmn.. o 

• 

f the 
ls 

loses Wells a~ 
"ri·v d thcr-e 

e-:iaed ln 
... "'ntiflca­
a er-oup of 

no mor 
!kitvla 
t.1e 



• 
• .l..J. -

,..t in the Iis:ison 011..:,.01 
the r~ft·._, cs~ 
G p.rn .. ~ 10xcept 
r:o:1 dit,;r anc: bv 

h· u?.•C l<n c 
In h i.r-

cees., ,,..., tL-s r•_.fu.r:·· • arc 
::- ost J:xccpt · n J ca HJ J .~ i.:, · ! eir 
Tbo :~ ;.i. jo•"i ty c , 16 1 ·1 .. vc. rela : vc s 
unct/o.i. :.n oth 4~ er .1,,e: i.1 t:.e r· da.1 c 
r;tat.c:::i t ~ 01• G.i\. • -;le, oft on sv .1 ,., ~- t~ td ... r•at 7 
hrm.k craft o. ';: I 01A ;I o_ aJl~.. ·,.'.1e L:La'.:." )r ( 

t 1j_ s . ·,on :;_.r fot"' he::1 and • ak ;:1·oat care :c r 

GCts .xactl:t v{.vt i.. .. duo .. rrt .1 tho•'C s:i:ft 
;.;bole frn 1ily ·;,uat .:. "' l.')~ to~ct.1 ,,r ::11 t:.e c 
co~atlon has to be ~~~nrdac f.~~~er. 
f r t !e no:1e"':r or...,.er to be d"t•m1r up, n -t i::.n~c. 
It is :-.o~ urn~ua_ :re~ u rEd ..:f::,u to want tc ~ 
crams aro -preseri~cd to t:e off. cor '!'l GroEk 
.for t: e:ll• treneJ at: 0,1 i !to .t::nr· ish 8.:lc.. cor 0 
miss ion. Thf re":'u6 c pHys :.n t..dva .c. ar:id c· 
that p1,oof is J 1. ni~hcd that, tr.a telec •nm o 
boen "e1 t; th~ reru~cos ar•e of1 ,n VE •"J sl:q i 
t: rid o hE·.!" s.:.mllc · r.ette 'f' 1 Le Lit:.5 son vff 2c 
r,r.1ourts ·o . l.. poftof1 .. ce., 

_n his &s ~~l!ar O~ft ar hE c 
1.·ofugees o.nd tr·ss to s .i;tle 'or t • m sue}, 
foi• e :.m'l1;le, fr- ;i nq;li[;:.•nce on t: .. 
losiJ of 1;:n:1c0 of ,,l7 l<.ir Jr n.nc./ 1 .. o vl., "' ~·clc., 
pc.nw: on ?.:nd cm pr,n;5. tl0:1 for ·,ufllH.1.rJd anJ/or, 
Or o~ o. o~ at 3ca, tru0

·• nc r-c1 a. ,1vor., .n 'C!K: 

ot:1 ~r i'm•eicn 001:i.n+-rlss, sondi 1, Bed G"'•Cs" 
::.n 13-r1cec0. /\lco i 1 t1ls car c !.ty dfJ ·.-elf arc 
u ather extc:.sj_ve qnte n for· the b"}r.C)"'it 
Tbls is actual y run by t11e Gr e1-::s u ~e:r h · !' 

opora-es at a i-)rof1 t of' bot ·1een 01 a1.d U, • 
used to pay the salQr Les of tl-1 canteen e'L. .. 
costs of' t!1e cm oen-i-ry-s} o."' in w: • ch tl a ref 
s;)ocial purc1--~s0s fo:i, tr-cir be ef~ t, ~1·c> a~ 
... pealrt,r 1'or t. 1e1 Recreutl o 1 C nter 1 and th, 
of al. tl.c ser ~ ces ho o ex tos !'or f. ,c 1~Bf 

f 

o _ofrt 0 c ''i.P m.l~ ir 
ti..e ut~ic"e i::orld 

.1e Un ... tea t"utes, 
'?p E :'....~ t c l.nitod 
a· "1" o:' .. 10.1e:y bv 
i'' er lm o' c:,i10,::t 
:1 tlc., cH·h refureo 

ntc 1ded ··or a 
, ~ • ;>Ur>t c,f t:;,1° 
rr ·.cer n.s to nrrc..ff~:J 
•op0r1y a 1d forvmr-do~. 
•nd l' 1.;01- [;ra::;... ';'ele 
nd 1 e D..l3 to t:rrm: GE 
sa,lcn befo~e trnn3-
c ~F ta~en to see 
~aole laq Pctuel:l 

'l'o 1.andlc t~1e!.:e 
r 1,us sc=-t up what 

~v ~ses ·Jith the 
ro,· ,ns as a2lse, 

,, ld~er hustnnd,. 
i.79 ~ 11 claim:i of 
l-dJ c ... r-,2:n l, il::..ed in 
it d Sl-atos and i:::. 
ss ·lccri to rola ;;:tve.s 
ff ccr he onorntes 

t 0 refw;0e..:1 • 
u, ervL, ~on; it 
,cso nrofits ure 
,¥ec s. t1.1e overhead 

t·,or1:, to 1:m}:e 
=~ rinc.io o.ncl loud­
!~c dcLtal e~ponEes 
ce 11 

r:ost of t~.e ac :lvit:..es of tho Br·ltlsh c )_, .in w10 11nndJos 
thJ accm:ints do not 1•og_u re ~n-y ::cnt.:o::-. in tail l10Po. I~e 
1·mndl s the d:..sb..irs, ::i. o O all .suns noAded to r 1_;et t:w m:::ponses 



l 
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'I'bere is a wee!~l y .:snue of 4 oz. of . ')a.p pe~ .c" on fc:t the 
purpose of was 11 1g cloth-':.zrr-. Csreat v ~ilr:.1c • h -co be exer-
cised by the s oJ.'f' n oraer to urev9nt tl:w 1 :- ll~1c r.,r dis­
no sl of f up;)lies a. l'ltF:r they are issued. R ·ug e., sho" 
tc':lc.cn.cle" to 1-J.~urd nc,1 clothing and to Wt:.a: old c 1 otnes, 
SO'l;-E times a.lr.rt"".;t rar_;s. This r.ny be for tJ 7.1.£· ose r:f havirJg 
r.ew clothes co ,.car on the51"' 1•eturn to Gr1:.ec:r; ·s talnly many 
hope .:.n th::..s v,:0.7 to r:et r ox•e c1ot':les is sued . o tl 1 t1. 

A Briti•·l- 'err(ant ha"' cl" rge of' then ivo lcb-.1.• ernployod 
1;.:r:-1unc tJ10 cur-1p., who were t ~ed to tako car·e 1. tl 1e sanitation 
re t..irerno1:.ts f the curµ., The-:,: collectec. l ca1~l'n-Ge an(: oUmr 
refu~G.,, ct rt0d .., f.! ·ny in smi.11 bar d-•pr>or,e::.: d :r>' iJ.wuy a.ump-carts s 

on· bu:cned. it .i. the disposal pJ ant. Tho:· E so policed \,he 
latrines.. llat.i.: Jpbor also did m s~ of t ,f r;ork in th0 kitchens 

T:1e staf:-..' c:i.a:..::ied that i La .... l:lecn found 
1:ecest~ary to emn loy thls lure a num .... ,e.i' of nat. vu v1orke:rs---appr·)xl­
mately o::-1e for ever:· ton re u~iecs in th:) ca. 1--becaus .... the refur;ecs 
ei Lhcr would not or co'.lld not do the ·.;:ol"k ·c} t tb nat ·.ves r:id. 
;•:bile tho staff rcr.: liz0d tl o im~ortnncc of : )in"· t. e refusccs 
as fully occup:t d a"' possU le, t1->ej :~ave r:.. b · n hlc to put 
r,:ia 'l." of thom to mrl. orou.nd t!1e cam. The· t:1£.t tho I'eason J .J , .. ti 

rot more than 10,~ of ths re .. 1:unoe ... l a.,te i"u} J ~ · ir:'. E"·nploymcnt are 
threef'olcl: there is a la,.·!< of leadorflhl,.... .,. 6 ._Le refug ea; UJ, 
to r_m: r.:ot1es ,,eJ ls h£s bcr:r: arc;el; a trar" c · p: an~ st'r.!tJLlr,.es 
tlPre arr1 not ad ~quate tools uvo.ilcb: €., 

Each of the two cooli:.-1 ous . .s r:nd c lrd.nr 
tho ::;upc!'vis ·.on of h B:r,5.tish 1 .eut.,rw.nt.. Ir 
le follows tl-10 1 1t, ion scale or the Britisr. 
·10:men a1•0 g:..vcn ,.o~J.J b:r-·a.nd than the nen (10 
of 14 oz.) and c··1ildren a:r-c g:. ~en mo. e J111.1 k 
Sl :pl•3 d .... -:,' s rnenu vms: 

Rrcakfa t: 

ul..1..r- is now under 
1 .. re JUri ng tlie nenus 
ny, except t~ .at 
z o pc:t• dn~ lnsteac. 
1an ao.ul ts. A 

Lun~h: savoury b.::.ans ':lnd t:imst sauce ore a, 
mare;arlne, melon and co a. 

D!.rms:r: roast beef or ~t~w~ c! i· od otatocD, 
I nrrow, b:::-ead, t~Hl anu. r lk. 

l t wa ... cJ..aim1;.;d trwt. e d5 et zmr; entl.:z•o1 y i~c. 'ti.a"' , ar.c. cort•1inly 
all the 1.•efu[..,et..,S th .. t we snu cave evE ~- h ~,_ "'1t.:~r: t!.,nt '!-h!.s vms 
~.:;r..te. But :tt 1.s also t.rLte that the 0lct wo.~ no-...t r.onotortous, and 
the stafi' act i tt.ed t1:at so1 ct: 1l: c Jh01. 1 l be r. to inprove the 
st •le of cooklnc so u.S t:, su:t norc noa.,..l. ,/. e 4 a te f ~.111:; Circd::s. 



·• 
__ £:..., 

If O! e ccr :;_cer& ~ .oses /e.1,.ls 
would seon thE't :it 
dif'1'icP2.t 

5 
.tz, v _,.,,.,, 

1'or all p,..nct.· '·l 
d:>;.nit m1 l.'.!~.J. ar1 -~ t to 
rc~-eees ~1 o e~ 
of the pO~"'Ula,. 1l "'.C- m.:.ns vhPl'C 

four to si ~t ;e .. s, n:.. .:; ~tons.:. .~os.,..ar ~­
L1 ivldunl r .... :::' 1 __, ,s err.J' oy.,c.. and m1u • .wd. 
tio benc. e::; a 'tat:i.c 010, q-r.i.te 1 10 zcve.t•.;;, 
woulc: r. ·c. prub!!ble t:.1c..~ ,·1ith mere lear·ers 

.. 

:::.nd 

b,,tter 
t.l eh~ 

'1 t. a:iE it car-.p, it 
11 ut it is 



on tl1c > ·:- • 
arnl ·c ...1] • o 
In addi~ion 
.,,_,rnir -;:; _ t .. " 
b':J El,.. ult ;, 
.3or.:e sort or 

nmlti.pJ.ioc s 
trurn en ro of • 

'Ila q f1~. c .... i'Jn 
keep j 
.,.,,a,;tcr of' co 

1 L " 

c~· '"'P ' u l < i. 
Anh sJ.., 15. ·e .. t· 

A b&tt, v of rr•i,• .. ea 
., .n t !'enovod so 1e 0 JO cc '1 

-
.. 1 [-

" 

c,u or. L' t f 'l,o 1, 

but 
eoo feet i'ro. t:n irnl.'~ J.OW, m:·, ,, 

0 

ll <J t 
in 

rmkini-; 

i...1t ts.:.c.e t;l,c tents. 

1 rhc r0t. of tent 
,.,. t mt~ ·1nc1 3017!0 

ctcd H l fi'er a 



i'c .... tuno t:·1, t 
be prov.ded 
. t1·ucture n , 
,)a_•tlt.:.01.s 
trnp door> h~ 

·-

ri'h :.s bin "Ol 
-prlvncy nc. 
fQrr:1 to dofe,..a 
L:1 .. boot 
it t::> ;·et o 1t. 
t1t. )lt,1 1·old 
a· .CY ff1r d .i.~ r. 
surf ac~ of tl G 

!, ..• !.CS f-:: I1 
nm out ·nto 
·,; .. 0 heu. , 
::,;e:.n• 

(n ts 

-lC-

Oll"" 
·. :i.tur, 

c .. ,s 1,~sccts 
o v a•, t I.., 

cont m~s. 
could be conGa 
in f _01 r. 

r L:e, s ' .f'oo i 

Tie kit,Jlc.~s 
fc0d. Tnoir . m 
liLori e .. 
lt_ tcher ;: a' 

, r1e 1'<:i' 
,...o,:..red 

T1 1·-1 hos 
doctors in ~ 
preven-i:;a le <:: 
mrrg""ry could 
au tc~lavi:: 'lims 
e ::l.sted., a.id o. . nn 1 er ,~rcenc" 
perfori~ed ~y t 'e Gr-or.:-.. dcc~o s in a ... t8!."ld.·--.o 
rei::r•uited f1•or:1 ar.:o ~; t 1c 1;;fur;:::es i und t :c , ... 
plctod in s.!.). oel:s. 

• 

<'1b9 t•vad 

n ·€'pet ed U.o 
a a. lc,di .,f 

,m Lie 
T ere 

, 



"·f d 

aown 
each 
t ll3t 

·-

It 

s, . ns of .f'cred 

- 7~ 

-5·1ch ce·:ip l"!PJ. :;_ ct >eGn a(!up,.,c-' ht 
c.ian0e, an s111 ,') 1 'S t=tv __ :n t'J e in ..... ,11,nl rn 
were i;otnlJ.:r t V ri.l[~ in oL ~I'S. 

... A 1,0 ne1 
.t,, of 

r· 
<.: m-.1• -

be•:;t fce.turos c;f 
, e,:·0cpt b:; sh<.:cr 

. an, a:.es i one 



·e 

·:Je all co 1c.lu 
inc orga 16at~.r ~ 
oe brou;·t:t to bear 
r·epresents..:. f :- .or r 
ot:1mJwise cL.ff-t c.ul 
t't-1e :t cfu "e:.es 
be"t :.ntoz•csts 

The q1.art rs 
I:!.' thG;T 0 x•e clco.n, 
essor..t • ·11 requir01~1 
people Jill r0qui.r 
childro-1, o. co.rm on 
r.:unity spir·t, nt 

It would oc en! 
in tlc ntnf of ~n 
A w oms.n \:l o c U.."'l ~, t 
nrc :.1...,e""ul Hn<l cdH 

• 

-lD-

d tha.·c a c..,_r, p aC. ·.lnis i;ratlon u 1d the operat­
·ld be f1 eed f'ro""1 Ul,y p1•essurc ·1h1ch :-1ig.t:.t 
. t-:10 ,__overrn1-,.,nt.c-: of t:1e nati:)nalitl.es 

:.vor ef• gcE. group. Optin.u results are 
to obt .:.r , c ~i.DP C.:.isc:i. 0J.in0 suffer!1, m1d 
be r a':' cd 1r.. u nannt;;"" con 1c ~ve ,o tbe 
c r:ajQr1.l:...Y" 

vi dod for ~ ref 11,ee. ne c,.d no., bo o laboz•a te ~ 
' ht, lli!':r, a ... 1d not ,:;o) cro :dod, the 
t ·,:ill }mve bee "l fulfilled. I3ut the 
ade~1a~c rccrca lonal facili,ies ~or the 
, Jtlnr; place w:..Lcrc 'they car: develop a cor~­
~tisfactory acco:nnodat·cns for catln~. 

e...,1.rable t:1r.t a+ 1-enst one oman be includ.oC. 
,.er:1p \/' .. ic 1 accor-ll'!loc~e.tes women or ch:ldrcn. 

~, late tno rcf1;,...ec \ o~an to actjvitlr--s ,.,:,icl 
t i ."'::10.l \Joule. .•ol iev~ t.16 c p coz.,r,andnnt 

te:1. i'l'cn 1." 1 cnoss. Tho .ornle of refucoe 
lm5bo.nc..s ,nJ. ot> r 1,1 c I' lat:tvcs 
posn.:.uJ o . st :n:· .. 11a~1t i; 'l d ... t :." n been 

·e a: .... -.: ... ,:;._st'l'." 1.to.1..,,., at ea·~ OJ. ~.:, :lddle East 

of marr:, burdens w~ 
\1omen ..;c,1a.1:ated fr l 

must be s i:..t·1:.n c.;_ 

the ex;>..,.·lE;ll o of 
camps t at co .. plni 
to the van~s ~rJ p 

•md d:sputes r:.on,3 th x• · f"'....,es c.ir.1inis:1 
nt-, when the wom0 n r.uve "Orr.El t. : nr; to clo. 

Ti.c C U:lp D 
to use sa. c-t·or , 
~it :nfr<l liors r 
that r.t ict I Ml .ta 
numbers of ·,,ore • i 

. by fo:.~f:e, ! o:r v; ul 
r:oses ·mils 11ff 1~1_: 
cultios of adl,_ 1 11 

•.i:;,~1c~1 in t!'-:.mse .. ve 
ex~ p.e, ~s n t ~R 

but if lt earn o J 

clirninuto, c sp0cJ.: 
basic rvlcn of 1er 

str9.tor ::;h01:ld e "'err..: tte'l .s ne uuthori t"r 
.., 11att r> how m:!.ld, a['eln°t efur;ces ·1ho coL 
r:st cBmp re1,ula . · c,r.~. It is not necessary 

liscipJinc 7re,ai1·1n ~ c~.t, for large 
children cannot be cc tro .... lcd satisfactorlly 

ouo want r-ucl1 a cor.c"tt: 0n to exist. But 
us in op1>or t.unl ty to undo1 s .r nd tl:e dJ_ff i­

::,tior' · ii thout nri.y po- ·01 .. to enforce rules 
r..tr'e 11· r.:l1ly dosil"'nble o ::.Jnc ..... ean.lir.es ... , ro· 

v Lo "Le ' ca ... t!, of over .,7 rc:'ur-ce in o. cnqp, 
. unisl.ed, it is exc8cdingl c..:.ff.:."ult to 
-:; c..,. on-: >?co ·•le . ,o hc.ve ,10~ oven known t_.e 
.nl l;, ,iene 

re nust be o. pa:i:•ari ount co1.s i<.!.erc.t !.c.n 
in of &nv cc.rm.. vno v e::..1-trni:: ec. n-__1-sc, 

l ~ .. ;, £:6 of t "'e cfu.coc group, is 
or. .... etel~r t 1•r- inea. heJ pers, and e 

vieor•cus ho"'1e 11:u-... co!"lp' tc• .• t 1 u't) ic, healt}. nurse., 
•;muld b; ·· r.Lvn 1.uu ):'.. • One t;ood 'octor, v1ho r, !.r s tlie conf ic!ence 
of the 1~c "n(:oc~:i, ~ . ·ort:1 c. dozen ·.;1:o urP no•_; ex~or:tcnced. 1:!:~.0 
adoption of tLe L:c•·,~r dr•:..16 s and tccl.niq_ue;!:! .;houlC:. be oncourn~cd 
by v:i.s.:. t ir : s;:)oc:i.u.J.. sts. 
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Site and buildings. 

1. Hoses Wolls RE:fugee. Ctunp is 27 . r.1ilcs cast oi' Suez on tho Gulf or 
Suez. It comprisiss some 10·3 a.eras of dr.,sort. The ·climate is of Mediw 
tc1·rancan typed SummGr tc-mporaturos arr: gonrrally over 70° and somctino □ 
0-s much as 10'0 • The wintr:'r is mild r.nd the temperature rarely fs.lls 
be low 40·0 in the coldest month. Thr: o.nnuri.l rcd.ni'all is 30 inches. Th e 
sitr-: prosonJ.;s thE': a.dvantagns oi' a coo.str,l o.rr:a and the'. prevalent Hind .s 
ar G cool in surnmor. The sandy soil prevents tlk a;ccumulo.tion oi' st:1gnn.nt 
wn,t0r (am allows good surface draining •. 

2. ThG sitB is free from the danger of bilh~rzia and other such 
d:tsetl.sos endemic in Egypt, since thcro a.re, no irrigation canals as in trw 
de lta, ThGro is no danger of conto.gion from natives. Th.c .c.a.-np :L.s iooJ.att:d 
and far from the noarost no.tivc-in,11.abitcd locality. 

Dcspito the dosort cr1vi:ronmcnt the; proximity of the cnmp to tlv' 
see. and the vfrw of the hills oi' Ataka aero ss tho bo.y give; sonc sc enic 
c:.-1:;traction to thn cnmp. Morcovor the oxiot,nc0 of a docp water jetty 
·:, o..kcs soa. tra nsport oaey and compcnon.tco for a somewhat difficult ron.<l 
approach. 

0. The c'.J!np consists of so:mc pr.rmanrnt build ini:; s,· about 300 r, ·.1). I .P. 
t(mta and 4 Iris huts, Tho buildings ar0 used as follows :-

a) Greek doctors quarters o.nd mcos 
b) Administr2.tiv-0 building and officers quo.rtrrs 
c) 8 loth in6 store 
d) Pu!".p houso 
c) Ration store 
i') M(Jdical in::rpccticn room 
g) ':ch.rec,• iso-1,'.:l-t:i;.,:in "tll3.i ts 
h) Two ho spitn.l buildings 
i) Two cookhou SGS~ 

The Iris hut:;; n.ro used n.s follows :-

2.) Two doublr: huts as. d inin;~-ht1.1ls~ capacity 800' cE>,ch · 
b) One si~6lc hut as store 
c) One t);.i:.;;Jo hut as recrea tion roe::.. 

Tho tents aro capa'::>lo ·of hold.inc; up to 20 refugees per doubk tc!lt. 

The Gamp is ::;c, arr::cnr:; cd 
1~11.r.: c,mtr ,J of the c.ctmp. 

( se a pl.'.'1..n) e,s to lcc~vc a 10.rgo asscn bl;y- spaec i. .'.1 
I' 

Two ::-c1'.:i;sid ic·.ry cDmp s B.rc at r:ithL~l'.' end of the r.12.in c2mpt one i'or th,-: 
G:r.•m·• ·::: guf,,:rd ::i.~ ::i :::c for the n2,tiv t: lL,bqm1

• 

4, T'V,b ho spi t:;i,J.s consist cLch of a oclf-conto.incd builc ir.6 ~:", i th :Lt ::; 



-
01:.-n Hat: r ,:;,'Uppl;~r ar,il lighting . 
:::,,re tf: l::,,rg c wo.r d s arrl tv-ro smn.11 
th.cro ;;.::- c tl:u c,~ double: E .P.I.P. 

-
" .-2~ 

A k itchen i s n.ttr1chcd to each . Thoro 
we.rd s in en.ch building . In o.dd i tion 
tcnto for isola.tion co.scs ~ 

5 . Th. :re is e, scp0,tatc, mcdtcal inspc.ction r oor,1 -..vi th n. disponsnry 
i :,-, char ge of a g_uo.lificd ch_cm:i:si o.tto..chcd·. ·· J,.lso a f'ully-·cquippcd 
<lcnti:::1t 1.3 thco.trc in one of the ho:,pital huild ing;n . 

, ,-.i. 

6 . '?he kitch,,ns corrnist en.ch -of a tl-,rc-C'-roor,1cd ;:itcinc buildinr; ,"l it.11 
,:1 c.:,~·rui-;citc.'d iron annr.xo . Onc · roor:i. of each· building: i s u sod o.,i n. store 
for dry r c:..tiona . Ono'· ro'ot.1 is fitt ed. r.i t h ·si nl~c o.nd is u sed o..s o.. scullery, 
the- -:;lci!'d :,~,. :i_~ pr cparn.tion o.,nd cooking ' o:£' food . E1:1ch ki tchcn ho.s c~ 20-f t . 
iro ··: :lr1-ng; c ) ·:;,·-:-v<.~h t1r1n r:xQ haf? l4 so~}"rr sto't1cs . 

~ . ~ . . ' 

1. 1EF2J, is r esponsible for t ~c ndr:,inistra tion of tho camp. in 
::;J-~c-.:r'[',,~ i s~" 3:citis.h. officer_ c0lled Cor.}) J.dn ?_nintrr,.,tor· who-,: i s :i: cspons5..blc 
tc .~DLc\ ::,l oEc . All othor ucrson:1cl in ,;;},.-c cDnPy bo=Ehoiv:llie,n 8.titl 1c1ilito.ry 
,_.,__.,. ,_ ,, c,_-,{) •• ,.,.:"bi " to +h,-, C"'"'P.c " d'"' .;r1i' ,.-tr ,' to·· r ' 

4 

• • ;_ .: ~ •• -

_..,,. \,. • • - 1-'_l,. !.t. ........ J.. _t, , ..,, I,,_;" C.."'lli..L. ~ !1 ... 1.. ,.., ... - • 

2. 'i~-:.c Gr eek oi'f icc r 
d Lniplinc c,mt t;o od order 
do ,:: t of' 5.o 1~c spo:rniblc fo:r 

of tho guosd i s itil::i.cdi~'.tely respon sib l e for tho 
of the Grc.c\ r::ilit0ry r;uard • .. The hco..d Greek 
tho heal ti1 · of the r ofugcc.a and for .. hy ~; i cnc in 

~-5. 7!1.c c;ru.1p cch:--~ inistrc..tor i 2 rT1110v1cr cd to i ssue instructions fo:r and 
on bch2li' o.r :.C.."R.RA. His ' signature on_rc,ccip-cn f1nd issues in no way mn,kos 
:.-..:i.s perso::-~,.::lly r r.sponsiblc for goods or r:1onoy; but it is his duty to -':let 
o..~ ;r,.·.coo ns:::03.c bailee for the propf.rty of ·~h ich hr. e,nd his stiff' nro 
c 1)_ e·Cc:d i o~~1. s . 

• ~. TLC; 111· ,:sGnt sto.ff in Mones 1.''T01ls is :Jhovtn sopo.re.toly . Tho I=t'i~1--
0ipl•, ,:,n ,·.-J-,icL the s to..ff' hns boon ::i.ppoin-tcd is that British ofi'iccj~s 
'c!USt 1,f, -~'.•c,_.-,i_:,tivc oi':f.'iccr :, in tho n.dninist:ra:t.ion of · tho co..jp , b nco.\HJC of 
~',1'.SP.R.', 13 1.·csp.:,:1::iibility o.s guarantors of' thL : rrfugocs to tho Egyptic.> .. n 
Gc 0:~;r.,~1l, .. ,,t~ ?or sacurity ,:\nd r:i.ovcncnts to the British military o.uthori-t.ics~ 
a:1d t,,;;, Gu ;_;·,.,;c L2.ns of storcl:! both to the Brh:Lsh rupply authorities and to 
?:;lun-r.o.r;,r w . .:;irti0a . I n. no circur.,}; t c:.ucos c:;;; Ii:SP,RA ::-.. nd its rcprosent1.:.t ivc 
,1:f'fic c.!' f! i t: th,: CL'.J:lp dolcGD.tc or o..brop:-.tr.<tb.i:, S(~ r e spcnsibili tics • 

f " .., . T::. c :::cy Bl·i tish personnel o.i:·o · thus :- ·tn·b Ca.,.':i.p Adninistro.tor, tho 
camp ,\d,j',.;":;;:~:-,t .. the Li::l. i son officer> the C .s,.=,L in ch:;.rgo of the of .ticc! 
the c.s._.,., . i r . -JL:.~r i;o of stor es and the· Sm.· r::;,~1-.1t ih char e;o of labottr. 

6 • o ·,.,.ly -t!t.:· ,.1uti,.:: s of the Lio.i son Oi'ficor need explanation o..t this 
:o~;&.t-:! . IL:.: ;:;· ,··::'..\:ts ' ~::J a.re o.llo,·Jcd to seek interview s with the Camp 1-..(:.,:::i.ni-
str:: • .,u ::- •.:. :-. i1~ '::.>.., t,~ :~,1 5 p .m. tmd 6 p .n . ii' they :require assistance YJith 
l)(!l.":,0:·, :1 . .l ·0~,~,b l . __ s . ~lost of the l oss diff_icult problrms aro r cfcrroci 
ho ;;,,;~'er .,_,e; tL:::. G: • . .-. ;:;- ..,peaking Liaison Officer. Th e: casos brought to his 
;.i.'t''c ,,.::: ::~::-;: "'.:, .. : ,;-/ ;.;,;\~ ·:Lr i cd . '!'ho difficulty oi' conmunicn.tion is pc:rho.ps 
·th-- t,:1.c;:; s·i; ·:!, :L\;~••-- pr0b2.cr.1. ':'he r efugees arc o:E' oours0 not n.llowcc. to 
J.1.;8.Vc th, ..:::.:-.:::,, :-:·ver-c for cxccptiono.l r car;on11 such o..s six-·ciD.l r.1cdic11l 

, 

' 



- -trcn.tt10nt. The great r.1ajori ty of the rr·fugc)0.0.1- 1:1.cmy of whot:i. cannot 
·,:ri t,} ho:vc r e l/:!.tivns in :Sgypt.,, U . S .A .:, £',nd in other refugee c&'1lps in 
tho Hiddlc East and wi sh to G•t in touch wit.,,_11 then. All vhlo n.--:r:d 
assisfo.ncc to do oo o.rc hr:lpcd by the: Li2.ison OfficC':r. There o.:rc con-· 
tinuo,l problems about the r ece i pts of d1·o.fts of ;;1or..cy ~ c spccic..lly fron 
the: U . S .A.~ quite lo.rgc sums arc r cc,ivcd by the rcfur;n s, and the Lio. i8o n 
Officer }ms the~ job of' sc c inc, that the money ron.ch( s the rd'ugr:r s for whori 
it i o intended . The Liaioo ,1 Officr.r 2.lso dr.n.ls with complf1,ints on the 
pc,rt 'J{ the r cfugcc-o . 

? • The follo~i-1int; are: ·t }1e: '::1.O 0+t cor2t1oh pr ob l c:8

:~.B put br:forc thr. Li~isor: 
Of'f iCC''l'.' :-

t") Ncgli~;r:ncc on tho ,x:,rt of c, soldier ht:sbo..nd. 
o) ID ss oi' trn.cc of' childr:~n arrl-- other r c lc..tivr.s. 
c) ClaLu: of pc n::-:ion and coti.pcns.'.,tion for huobo.ncl or childn:n Jdl1cd 

in Groocc or at ura . 
d) Tr acing r r.lativco in the:: TJ S .A. 8.nd in other forcir,;:1 cou:.--itric.::;. 
t·:) Sending Red Cross m.rss2.~;cs to relatives i n Grr.ccc. 

':'h ,. ,-, r.-f•-,,., cc· 0 • ..:.:...:..:;._ .r~ .. \.-1.t) ., - iJ ~ 

1. . iJr.arly all tho rd'ugr:08 n.rc from the Gr c.dc i::Jln.nd-s and ;_,re the 
far'l:i.lLs of farncrs. v ineyard cultivators or fishcrncn . In pco.ccti::r: 
thc;y arc i1C•itha ·1ic ll o:C'f nor· :de spr.ro.tc ly poor • . On the viho l C' their 
r-;ta.nd 0.:,..d of life is lov: ~rnd their c1 iot sir:iplc . . Tho V.'.1.E:t mD-jori ty of: the 
;"r:f'u-:;crJJ arc in gcnorG1 Lo1.rntcl 'e.nd c·lothed on a higher ste.ndc.rd i ri Hoses 
·,Jc 11 s cD.1;1p than n.t homu . 

2 . 1:hr. cduco..t iorw .. l st:.-,rid·ard of the rcfuG r· r s i s '!cry lov:. l:Iorc\Jvcr, 
they }ir,'.-· c vc-r-y li ttlc co nccption of' co lloctivc: social rcsponsibili ty . 
;\_-r,rrc,ls to thnn on Grou::d::: of C\)'JI.c.on ·,:clfarc ho,vc littlr. effect . Littlo 
sst·•~c-:1·i;L:n is on5.d to -oo :crn>!".8..1 hvd.cno o..lthour£h there o.rc many rcfuc:,:c.::: 

-'- - / V -.: V ·J 

vihu a1::,·0( a r to have a pri de or hou.sG , The rd'ugr-cs throw u p no lcadcr.o 
froT;,_ ,:;.-,;icn·,; thcm sc:1-rs . T>~npitc the desire on thr: pnrt of ~SR.rt.A te, n~ducc 
th.- ILr.iti3~, staff to e. t.1 i r,cirGUTI 1ind t o g i ve the ;rrfugr.cs a chance to d0 
r cm-:ionrii'bJ.,.~ j o-bs~ it h2'.s bcc:1 found irn.possiblc t o do so to r: .. ny 2.ppr cc i c,blc 
r.xtcnt • 

:'.5 . ·r- t 11c natur:::? oi°' t'.·1r co.c:c. rd'ur:;c cs~ in v i r,·1 of previous hc-.. r :1-
sh~uh -~,;,d th,: ir c,xilt,· cxhUJ:i.t dci::i.nitc. tendenc i es tu corap l::i,int. The 
food G:C \J(;;3r s -Trlls to:r inat:""_.ncc is :}.r:rpl 0 c..nd y1cll cuoJzod . Thr: 0-r1~1y 

\!!•1ttr :1. z1.~ ::td~tisc r took r:.'-' ::")C r2c:--.:.D,l in.tcrcst in. t :1. r. r:1c ssing c1rrr1.ngr.:--1cntD 
ii:1 ti·•r· Gt1.r:iP: a,v1d Q.~. tr').Chcd f oi.H: .. first cln,DS oool·CO t0 •·~t - The· re .. tion 
rG;J.l ~ iP. :i,-t. f~1.r ehort vf th ,.-,t of 1:,. i'ic;hting·soldicr and due aec,mnt 
in -~:-.-.. >( n •,;f th,.- nr,t io ru,-,,1 t,0,13t,.J of ~-h,: r cfur;ocs . The: stand,wd of' 
:•:·•,-:cdin1_; :L, ;:c.r :,1J:1b ly hi rrJH:r t'11\n tJ:::,t 0btriL1ing in na.ny co,mt.l•i r.:G not 
':,\ w 0 ,r :.')',d o,-rt_:->..i!1-ly h:i ,_:h. T t)1-~•-:1 th;1.t of th e rcfugc r.:o in prc~cr.tino , 
y,_t i fir.::t·;::vr;_,,::-1 c:or,p:bint13 n,c:,inBt U::: foc.,c: arc otill ne,dc . 

A·~ ccc:-: ,J :i.>1,ia l chca1-: un l cttcTfi Eho•rn th £tt th e wildr-:st rU":,JL~::·B 

cirr;ti.)_:i.tc ir:. ·~~~H.: (}':.,-:-.·~ps and arc p~1L:sccl ,Jrl to r elat ives outside \/no 
.i: r :1·1-:,.~-1~L. l:I ·~;~ lie-'-'" :.J1:;1:1.. . P.J □ i3ibly- r c/u;ccs r ct:iil thc·s~ ;:;tor i c s i:1 orJ .:---r 
t} ·;·=\·: r .Ju .. ?.,r.:.c: r ... i . .-.·Civ:·t-; to St'.:·1d thcr.1 ·.1onG:/· • I->r.:t1::.~:~.-,n tl:cy et.re t]~,...::, r c&111t 



- --·.:•~ 

.,f c•.·, U'1; .-Ly t'"tscrvcd ir:r i-:E;ponsibility. 

'-:, . The :_; r c~;tf_st vir;:i,lc1ncc:: is nccd(id rm the µ-:,.,:rt of the c:'1.np ,.rtLfi' 
to rrc,.-."~.t the hoarding ond di;:iposo.l of c::imp store;:;. . Although rcf'1.1f;ccs 
::i.1Y :,.0-t; ---~1:_y fc:d ,. clothrd cmd r.aintr-,in.c:d in :\) sec i!(clls C.D,np., but 0-l13o 
r,:c:...iVf. rockr-- t 0noncy at th r: :ro.tc of 15 ,:,i_0-str,cc _a, wr'c:k o.tJ w:-11 o,s free 
r;ir:::no. :Jhows und other 2.·.-1cnitic13! Y1'1ny ui' then contiauc to diopl:!.y -chc:::0 
t.,nu,::~1.d.c ;~ . Thor, is also Cl. ccrt .. 1 in fH'.lO Ur:t of. sc.n::;closs ·cud usclc 3:J 
(l;; 8t::-uctL:,ns f.;u ch as the destruction. c- i' tent W').,lls ·to no.kc cl0aning r2...- fJ 

o::· t'1 , c.L::t;tin; up of blr.:mkcts , 2,:1d shcct,s to nnko clothoo > cv,;1. 'nhcn. 
thc-1",. :,re plenty of cluthes cw,~,ilE,1Jlc i:--. tho cGJ.J.P stores . 

5. J:..lt:i.m-:;h th :: rc i s no de oir r i,;J. t~1c fC .. rt of MERRA to ovrr-cnpr.r: s ize 
th:.:sc trn.iL-~ a!i.Ct atil l Jr ss to critici;7,,· the c+rccks as :1 p,oplr~ 5-t it• 
ncccci.,c.ry t c. point out these e,.spccts ol rci'ucc:E". i:cdr1inistrst i o:-i clc·r·ly~ 
;.ii::-,cc -it iti 0ontcndcd tho.t difficuJ.t:i.r:G 1,r th.is sor·t will be ·,:1ct L~o~1--
t:i.nU-"' l].y by ·:,ny on[ who he, o to dc::i.1 ,1ith ::..c .. 1·cc sco..lc r0fut;cn 1T.0i.- cn(m'~r., . 
on -:;he ctr.c :-- hand. there i o li ttlc d0ubt tJ1c'..t tho sc tendencies o.ro sm·:c.-
0<>1.::i.t .supc.rfici:J.l. Dcop do 01n thcrr i3 r, spfri t of thrn1kfulnoss for 
e:scap . '-,t:d t::':'~..._t itudo for thol:lr. Hho hclT) them i n their cxb·cr1it-,t , 

}:1(.:.:htc:,e:.nc,: of Fp . .r1ily Lif e . 

1. Th,; fmJ.ily- instin_ct e.r."iongJt the Grcrks i s ·,rr:.ry st:runt;. :,very 
attc:1y:rt ~.s :.:[sdc t.1-i.crcforc to keep thee. :i.n their f'ri.·:dly grou~Js in th :­
:.,'.:r!-:p . Ec,,ch fcv:i.ily is allotted hciJ.:f.' r._,, duublc J~ . P . I . P. tent which nay 1.Jc 
s::::~,:-rncd ~~:::: the oc cupants wi:-:h. ;;; in;-~ln n10n o..nd' sinr;lc wm:1cn a r c 
c.ccor-rr:'.od e.stc0 scpn:rc.tcly i:·1 doubJ.c tc:1.tG i n spccic-,l o.rr.n.s 0 vfi:tl:. bco. s 
fi~t::f. 11p 5-1-~ do;r:"'.lito ry style . It :·1:"'..y ·b~:: of interest to note t..h.,~t Yi:w·1 
:,:c; s,::_3 Tells CC1Jup wo..s first set u p, it 111,-:1,n p:r:-:9c1sad to n<-:po.ro,tc oldm· 
ch::. ld_ ~·en ·:,~c<:;rc: ing to sex., but in f ::.ct t!-J. c: fr.naily L1Stinct ,1. c~ t oo 
,jtrc\,~ f or th,.:: rcpi lo.tions nnc. tho r r.f'ur-;ccs :3:i.,.r.;.ply movco. bc1-ck into 
/::,x;-.5_ly c:; roup;'l -rf -i:;hcil· ow'n c"'..ccCt r d '1.J•.d the fr,it· '."l.ccor:.pli ·,:f'tJ 1:1ccnptcc1

• 

;~. E~rc:~1 uf.~· .. ,:~ .. t is ;J£!.CJ.s: tu. J<crp tho f t1Y.1 il:,,- un~t intact. lTo rcftt.~ i'C 

i ::- tr 1.t, f:t'o;1 .!1i::..1tJ~:s 1,/r:: lls Cnri1lJ to cci..r1p8 i r1 Fin~it /l.frico.. unless all.f~~.LC 6th'"r 
•• 1.::: .. J-Jc:t;~ cf tl1c .f[:_ir:---.ily n.lso so . ~DL(rr-· onr: r.~.c.r.1bcr of th e fo.r.1.ily ht'-s b .. ~C'.)TI-lC 

,':;~"'?;:1rnt,:d from t!:.c rest r:nd is in c~nothc_r r r.fi.lGCC cC!Ji1p~ the fL"'.Bily is 
J.,.. .. tir.L i~£~<l . :t ;:--i~:,.,t b~ :..C:dcC. th.c..t - the nrcc:B,~-~r:/ ~ .. rrr' .. nr;cr .. cnttJ for -l:,}1c' 

• • -_1 ... ~•:. 1 ta •) f i ,-/~ i ·:r idu[!.l rcfug; c rs t··<t:c ['., co :10i.tj.(;r n .. b le t1.r1tG\1r.1.t of' ::mr1i~1i­
---~.:c. ,;i,: :-, -~i":v: and conr:,titntc. a hr.:::,-y 1:>unlcn fo1· I,}l;RRA st!:..:.'£' . 

::i . ·._;- -1. ~;it0 r :, :::~:!'.'c '1llow,::d j_, _ th , c.'.1.rtp • . SoJ_,_1 i ::r3 o!"l l c'V~: oftc!"l 
31< ... •J.Li ~c ... --r ..... 2,1 d.::,3rtJ rr iti1 "t)1rir fo..rtilic:s . S01C: icr 1.:: di!Jch ·~.r;cd f'r 1J~-:-: tho 
.,,_"~' •\· .. , e <,12:i.t Ct.~~ •... c."1.L V'cc: to join their f~.:,ilL-:s . 

• J,.:... f.\1· f:>,' .,..,,}soiblo tht: .:1e'',d of' the {'·•:'lily is no.C::.c r cspcin..:;iblc 
f ;_1;~ -;~~~t"·:- ,:3\_,:.c: ,.lot vf t • rr"!1.:-:-r 3 of th:·. f-'J.:·-ii ly ~ T}1r- fr.1.!".!iI:y· ir~::;tinot is th.ti G 
ut-I.}.i~~'·:J i,~ -. •;;i:t.--:intnf~ discipli::-1.c in th.cc'.· ... . ;) . 

i .... . •.Ji' r cfu,;;c,.s usu •ll,t ::-.rr:l.vr::-



- -5- -~'o sc s i;ir:lls Conp_ s~o.ff) who lc-~w0 thrt., to slcrT) in the tro..in until 
c1 ,wn~ v,hcn they 2.rc f: iv en rl'·r~··c .Jh,. cnt . They arc thc::-i. cr.ibo.rkc,d on 
'i:i:11·[:--r:) '.:!.:1d brou6rrt to llo oe:o ·r11s j :·tt.:r. Thc,rf' they ::i.rc given 
brc;_"kfi:;.st before bcin::; re.sistered c.nd o.llottcc'. -to their tc nt,s . · 

:2 . The ey stcn of rq;istcr i ng is ver y siri.plc . J,. long ro 11 i o kept 
a½ovii!1e; :·-

1 . Rcfugcrs nunbcr 
') ~. 
~; • Jl.~:;c 
4 .• Sc:K 

sur no .. nc o.nct christio::J. 

.5 • . ::c .. :rrird or s i nglo 
G. A·0foss i on 
7 . Pz.1,;Jsport nun1?cr o.nd othf'r dctn."ilo to prov0 idrnt,i\y 

9. D::1tc of n.rriv2..l 
10 . n:-.. t.-: cf d r:p-:-.rturo 
11. :·\1r:ocr of id,-ntity co.r d . ' 18::JUC'Q • 

Trw rc1·.,m·kr; co_lunn iD USC'C'. t0 dc:1ot0 ultir.rntc 
'::1cotivir~tio11; t:tc . 
An ~1.lp;1." .. b( ticn,l Indrx Buok sho :tJ surno.r1r o..nd 
christi2.n n,'nc , i').Ur.bcr 01' identity co.rd , d'7,tc 
,·" .,.,.,. J· •. ,,,·1 •1r,tr )f c1 c~r·rt11v•~ \.,; .L U.1. .!. ~ v ..:: ,. .:. . L. (:.I, .._ t . . .~ 1-h ., .... c ~ • 

.~ . Il.uf't1.p;ocs en o.rri,rnl urc inotructr:d to for. thcusclvcs into 
thd.r r:. spc.ctivc f',)?1il;7 gr oups . Thr._y thl :l file· p::i.st ti:cblc c ··',hcrr: 
pax·tic1.1l::i..:r.·n n.rc tatcn for r<'."gictr:-·,tion. 'Ihty ~'.re issqc<l with co:o.r 
idc·ntity c 7.rds •,vhich they rcto..in duriY1:; their ste-y in the cox:ip . Tho· 
0.::.n:,~:, 5.dc::Y;;ity cnrd is r_ trtrporo..ry d~•GtEic:.t for use in the co.mp o.nd such 
'.DtI,t_tr·rs -~,s issues of cJ.ot}1inc ·rcc0:cdcd ·on- 1-t . 

<l: . Ii/iI~:RR.!l idcr..ti.t-y cnrd·s: vlnicl1 -v12.rc plc..!U1r:d r:s suitable for ir1tl---r-
·v:i.t:i.0n:' .. 1. '},c;, ) ':'..re then prepared by tho co..r:rp :::to.ff f.:co,1 particulars ::'9ivcn 
on :u·r;_val. PJw+,ot; r o.3-t1s '."'..l'.'C to,'v~cn nnd f'.:..;J"tc-nc'd tu tho id~n.ti ty c.J.rds. 

5 . ·;rih;;:'. 'ci. .dr·..,,ft loavcs 1dos(s Yiclls Co..r:tp fer D.nothcr ctc·stinations 
t.;hc co;:,r .i.<lt-nti ty ~:-i.rd is c:x;cho..nE1 11 fo1~ [l, :.:SR?..,\ identity card vJhich 

oc-::;,:t• .J the s. I,,(~ :~ti'! her . Throu;r,;ho"u t t!--w t Lfr d ur in[; wh ie11. o.. rcfubcc i-s 
i!"J. canp~ h:: or she- ho..s a pcrsonn.l nu1c1bcr :for ndninistr::,..tivc purpo scs 
\):-;.ly· . Thr' O:,f!?rt::r;. }:l:1s :Jr c•\-.. (!: ::iufJt wucccs.sfl11 ir1·~rn.ctict' .. Tl10 conft1cir)n 
tir.i;~/·.IC~7'. ::1~.r1ilc.,r ~r~a t1tr2 .. !!.t_;(. n6r1cs :L .. ,:; rr.duc.~·.cl tO' D~ ·,!.inir,A.ur.1 r·t.nd rcfr:rcncc \ .._ 
i:1 th .. _s ;:,:.f.'·Ci·:i- to nuubcrs re.the:, th2..n no:r:1c:L .;r.,vrs t :i.nr o.nd trouble . 

:J . 
l"'·t .. :r~·r1." "J.. r ,,-~3·or "11.d ··1c•'l'crt-l ,-.v•,··in~ti·,r1 t'hl· rcfucr-,-,... go -1-.-J . .il ,, ,!. . '-·1=,• uL. L,u. ·~ ""· , ... · .... < , ••• ·". .,.. ,. • 0 L.L u · lJ\ 

tent;:; . In ;,;,J sc ;:: \:ells ca.r:rp d i iJini'c. 3fr,-t.ion or. o.rriv0,l is not 
no:..·"".1-~·,.J.J.y ·'l,.:;:fJot,1·y, Gincc:· the :r.ci't1,;cncr,.rc clisi!"lfcstcd with thci:r 
b~J.f~~,nl~-, i_v1 Sy·ri;i,, . 1'l1c oondi.tio~1.o i!.1 I\osct1 1:·~·c1ls C!.rc not such. c .. J to 
,·nc,~u1~.:::-..::;, bu6 or lo'.16t" br,ccH:1.i:; . Refugees he.··::- the ndvc.ntn.;;L uf :;;ra 

lx-~h:i.:v, ,he!:. thuy 1·<:"Lsh 1..,r f~ciJ.it i cs for ~0°.:cr t-:-,,ths . Cor.rpulsory 
·~·o,ths ~c:•:-: h•JY'c·tc,· -~;':)~c:1 CL"cch vic(k . Thcso have. t,, 1;c tc.l(cn bcfo:rc 
lx;·•kit ::.s.•nc--~ is dr .:n . They o.rc, GU.pcrintr:ndc:d by nurses who so·:~1c­
ti•--·:s :x::7,Tic:wc c:i:r':E'iculty iD prn;uo.din;; refugees to ;;ct thcnscl'-:c.s 
'\!~.t . :/!.:.1:.:(:;t,l-:i.ti0:1 in ;.!,]s1. s ~'icllE! CC'.J:lI} is :..-~lso un11cccssnr:v ... si11cc all 
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:r cfi_;_l'~t..':· ,.: h,::-. .... ,/i:: 1::h) .. ~1 in.n.jculo.:t~d before ~ .. rri-.r"'l . !i~J · rr:fu.r:;c.c lcc:."'~1 os 
t-:-~i'~ -.~~~l ess h,-, is fit; in ndditiQ"1 th0 doctors who c.rc in c.ttcnc.o.nec 

.:..·)~ t~1r: rl--:;,; istre,tii)D cr:,.,rry e>l1t r~ cli.J sc ncd icn.l cxc..:1inn.tion • . 

FOOD. -· 1. 1, rcviscc~ 'Jcc:~lo of : ['.tio;1.s n,,d o. typicD.l wc:ok 1 s ncnu aro shovi:~ 

f!!;:k'~r~.tol:.r . 

z. Rl-,tions O.l'C dro..wn in tho cx1--:,0 way l:-s ~ruy ro:,:;J.rJns . __ Fresh i•c,tioris 
c.rc d!'G.'.Vn dc,ily r,nd ho.rd r2.tions o:-,r)C Der •Jcok . Frosh ro..tions o.rc· cool:2d 
':me'. ,;,<:.t c,n c ::i. the rJ.-:,..y of issue . Ee.ch coo1tli.ousc ;(ccps its orm ,:oak ' s mpFlY 
\)f !1n.rd l"' 2.-t ions. Thero iG 2. lc .. r c;c ice box in cac11 c_o olqlousc- f'o r frosh 
r·-:..-~ions . In o.dd. ition to o.rmy r0.tions_:1 there o.rc ru lJplics of rolic'f i'c,)d.­
.:;tufi' n St1."')~J2.icd· .n,t vi:_1,rious tir1os O'/ chm~it,csble rourcca . The mo st · .L.... .. . ' . . 

i '"'spo rto,nt of thc~1c food stuff 3 o.rc flou:.· ~ boo.ns.i; dried n iJ.k~ .c,nd ce rtain 
c. ri.::1 nc<l 6ood s . They ore not bo.sicl:~liy :1.cccaD'.'ry for the hc0lth of · 
~· ci' 1bccs 'oui:; :provide uoci'ul d i ,tt'.ry n u · i c ty . · -

3 , :'h_c st8.ff of the t ·wo couJ:li vI: :.;c- 8 cc nsints o:e 2 Co ~porc.il CO L' L~s ), 
14 11:::.ti·lc.: coo i'.:s, 11 kitchen boys, [._, su::·fr:tr;is n.11.d 16 rcfubco ..:01:1Gn 

:-:. J.c J..n,:rs. The le.rGc nativ e st.8-fi' i;3 r.-cc1u\ nnrtly bcc::-cuso 6f tho diff i­
culty ot usir1c; r 1. fu1.;ccn and ::10,tivcJ tof;cthc r ,'.'..Ud ID,rtly bcco.usc, ':,;1ile 
f.fo.:;cs fs lls c:-np i 3 .still u0cd 0.1, ~ trm1.sit ccnp, i t i,: difficuH tn find 
;.1. r,u it:::.blc 1xT:,10.ncnt st::i.ff fror:.·rn--i.vn;; the r cf'u ;:;ccs . 

- • Th ... foo~~ i s rrr~pQ;rr-d hy the coc11{s :'..rul t;;1.l~c11 to tJ10 dinini:;-h.t.tlls 
in nerving po.ns . Tho :rc.fur;c.::s f i l e p:-,_i:_:-t; _the , mffrci.gis ,;he_) issu9~ p lo,tcn 

to ".;h::1"1 ~:nd serve the food . 

5 . In :1:rincipJ.o it woulc11x-p~rfcrn.blc for the :rcf'u[:.~GCS to kcop 
!:J1-:i:r .:,-:::1 r, lat,,s ~iri.d cutlery 2,nd_d0- -t1wir ot:n _w2shir;{; up . In prp.cticc 
i'o:r h.yf~L:: n..-:: reasons - that io to cnsur.o the p l.'.1tc s o.nd outlcTy ,,,1.~c 
iJ.'.1.-,hod up D.r,tl nut lE?i't to_ collect .,:-1.ics in the tcn~p - t 1, c -,\; r t i a c.:0nc 

ry_y-- rt:'J., ti·vC:'S . 

S. ThL :L'ocJc', ::.1.:; norr.: ttc.n n.cL~qu~.tc : n.nd we 11 cooked . p:..•. ro.d o:;d.,):~l l y 
unoui;h ·-c-c,, 0 ~-,1,·; int::: :',001.i:t fo cd ~.,~:-.."J,ly d cri v<~ fro,.1 the d ioproport:Lc 112.tc 

,,,xi.r··~ ,~'hic..-i 1'·::iud rl·,ys· in the rc:£\t -,:c I s :!,i,2;: . _,If .o. rd'ugco has not ti: 
·~;·.1~<:;. to ... ·~rn. hk, 15 .... _ ... in·t~! o..nd •i ·u ~111i:_,~~=-~1;1i .. :x: ~>{'.f·r:t _of thG dn~r!, ho o.:npct:.~~·-.:: 
-~~~--~ 1.:~ ... c,.:~:< i:Lcr ct~·c'i.~i.:~ ly crit i c2.l t::.l)•itlt th.a -cc, .:· ... ~itions in vJhicJ1 he 
_.i ··· ·: ,; :~ .. 1~ "'JC'Ht _ .. 1e:t!"1<;c~- o~ rodu ~i11t: di~):;{:,tid1'c¥c·!:,ion i::J to ~i ,10 

r r~.~~·.J;_·: · .. ~:·~:: ;~J j_l ti~-:' _;)C CU?,~tion . 

l. ?.c.:\: ,;:..:s ,::.n iv(, L1. Syri2. x' ith Utt}.c lu ;r;nt;c . Po:rho.ps they 
}:tL~v;, ·t::.\-:) cl0tr10~: ti:t.:y· •·.7c-~~ !,, mr•1c jc "\ l·lci .. /, ~--:~-;.d t·~~.;~-ttph.s. cc:r ro spDn(: 1-:r1•~c- ~ 
--~~·_c:.ll. r·~r-ticlc2 ·:-:-2 iJ•:r1t~_ r.-:.~ntc!..l "\/'.).l~J.t:. ;1:11.~ ri. lit·1;lc sp~""1rc. cJ.ot}:ins . 1.::1 

STr L - ·:;:-1c;r r c •>:;·b,· the init-w:, i.!i' cosc':-;i:;2_··.:l. <1J. thinb ::'.nd they 8-rD 

i L 01 t -{: \-· S . .:;;~::. ·t:, ··.:u ·, -~1..~:. :1.}{c Li:.:, > :-:r ... i F :--· s:, . f'_i-; r lc 3 ' .. -::C: 2i1fC u 11-~1 . 
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J:'ror'. chn.rito.blc courccs. or thi:1 clothing_. Ho;t. wos providoc. by tho 
Ai:·,cri-.~,:n ·Red Cro ns, 10~< by tho Cannd inn Red Cr? S[i, .51, by tho Grcok 
Jwd Gross :md ~ 'by .thl· Br.Hi sh Red 9ro.ss._ 

Tho clothing is ·entirely suitnblo fo.r .. isruo to rofugoos. 
'.rhcro appoar to 1.>o thnc r.10,Ji;n cle,_ssos of roliof clothing suppliod :-

n) Ffrst class clothin6 :such 0,s knittod puliovcrs, woollen mir.ts., 
overall suits., t1ostly-·of' childron 1o sizcG_r.11:~o by.Rod Cross 
chapters, · 

1.,) Socond hnnc. clothing of uocful size nnd typo, 
o) U scloss now o.nd. socond ·hand clothing , 1;i.;1:ch ao thousc1nds 

oi' 1-nir s of Ding lo oho·o:S, dnncing punps,. thin oron~ng .. 
U'.);'ossos ·.o.nrl fur coc.ts. 

' i ' i-

3. At-fi:rst [1 syston 'Cli' indiv~dunl issuo in iCO.·S.OS of:provod. 
noce:Jr:Ji ty was introduced. It WD,S 11nsucoossful. ·· Tho.so pooplo who 
v1sr0 the nost invotor2..to hoo.rclorr, o.nd scrouncors nn.no.god to 11 provo" 
noccsrd·ty, and to· acquiro no:st clothing_.: M@rcovcr, ~ho fulf'iJr.1ont 
of nny indh·:i.duo.l do.:innd j;s bq,scd :ppon stock,. o.nd o.s,, obviously. ~R 
larger tho Bto ck tho noro gcnorou ~' tho , issue, oo it bocomcsc appo.rF1n-t 
that tho o.rticlo vJhich is hol-d .:in 34fficiont stock. to moot the'. denn.i1d 
of tho total strongth of' tho conp ,\'iJ.l ovontuo.lly bo isruod to that 

. strongth, sinco as tho a.vailnbility of an o.rticlo bocomos n.ppa.rent to 
tho r •of\i.g;ocs) so tho dumnd.gocs up. 'l'ho first <Jo1:10 fir .st ,.scrvcd 
principlo no11ns thl1t tho so who aro in most nood ro.roly got clothinr;.' 
Tho so who aro turned rnvn.y cor:1.pl.::dn or fnvc,uri tism. 

1, . This s-.1otor1 ho.s now boon suy..'crscded by a· 'gonornl conp·-issuo m~-
clothin'i nb.cn ,wo.i'lo.tlo • . CorJ,u.in sta.ndn.rd, D,rticlos of clothini; such 
-as overalls for men 1.md; woncn c.nd tup.ics and short:ii for .childron :;.re 
now boing;· produced in the cC10_ps . 

5. Exporionco has :shown th~t tho bos,t p_ro.ctico.blc syotcni in r1. ccrirp 
~u.c!:;. c.s ~VIoifos Yfo lls in:a p;nnor,a.l iDsu-c oi'. si:;o.ndo.rd cloth"ing. W~tt1 r1. .. . 
mall uto.i'f n.nd n. fow loadors mon{; tho rcf'uEocs> · i~ ,ls alnost · - :· '• 
impo ss:i.bJ.o to chook in dotn.il tho do thing v.hich rcfugocD ho.vo hroi.1£',h't 
ftor.1 Greece or 'l.cquirod in tho Middle Ea.st. Sor:ic r ·e;f'ugoes -ho.vo 2..cquircd 
unrt-1:.30110.blo qun.ntitios of clothinG .. : - Co.n._p insprntions ·a.ro : only pt.s:rtl:r 
cf?eotivo in .bringing· tho;~ to lir;ht, and _ovon if thoy o.ro found it :i.s 
alr10 st i':'1possiblo to :i.r:1pound the1:1. · 

6. Tho . ;210.in clothing ·roquircncnts _for rofugoos area as follons :­
E sscntial Itm:i.~ . 

I:ftGn '.lnd· boys · · 
-r-- ) ov eralls \ 1:,i.1r-.t10r 

Trou sur s (wint e; r) 
Lonst:lr ovcd · r,u1lovcrs (wintor) 
:foot 8 

:P:1nttl 
J:inclcts 
H£mc1 -t,.,-ViGl~1 

Wo non o.nd children . 
Drossoo 
Shoos 
PullovGrs (winter) 
Stockings 
Vests 
Hc .. ndtowols 
:ianitn.ry towols 

. Infc~nts 
l,'.1yettGC: 
DiapcrB 
~onnots 
Boottoos 



- .. ,'- -,,.a- .· 
Socondn,ry'. i tens . 

Topoos, Buotlo.cos~ Braces, Belts, ·corsets, · (for ncclical rccor:1."':londod 
issucn), Nigh_t wear (for hospitals), Glovos/Uittons, 

7. Sennat~<hsaes wo rk irl tho C').J:lp· storo rop0;irine; and altering· 
.::my to rn or worn gan1mt s . Co.sos o.nd bo.los o.ro omptiod n.s c,oon c..s 
po ssiblo o.ftor • r ccoipt and tho :gairncnts ar,0 dusted with naphth0,:q.no 
powder , fo·ldcd ond stacked on cbv~;6·.d'.. isho·lvoS. . All fold .s aro c.l torod 
over periods of not longer than oiL;ht v,ocks whon tho clo,tpinr; is shc.kon, 
briefly n.ir od , ro-dustcd and r o- ;stcic:kod .• · 

r· 

9. Tho fargc najori'tif of r·cno.lo rcfUGOCQ o.rc cffi·ci;ont noocll1
,-

wonon aud r cpnir ond o.ltcr their own i:;c.r!':lonts. RcfugccfJ show [l., tcnc~c .. cy 
to hoc,.rd all new or scrvicca.blo clothing received cmc.1 wear only r -~r.ci . 
Psycho logico.lly this nay bo· attributed partly to dodr.q _-;tp o.ccunulcd;o 
dcc~nt a1,,pr1irnl for· tho iv .x1frtta•n: hone, n.nd partly to t•n/ cf.fort to: obt:~:Ln 
nor o c lo th'.'inr!; . · · r 

' .. .._. 
.. t 

9 . ni•cr o o.rc cc)bblors in the canp who ropo,ir ::ihoos . ·Many oi' .1210 

poo rer rdup;co:si ho.vt!:i :litt1o :a.ppr ccb.tion of tho vi::,luo or 00..rc 9f tho:i.r 
foo ~we.:ir, : 'of ton thoy. ruin .'thoti inned ir. toly bn .'.rcc~:ipt in ·0:r(1.~r _ ,to -
obt6in' i;rc2.tcr· c0nforti for' oxanplc , both too ca,p:;r rmd •hocl uppors . .'.'.re 
rGbOVcc.1 ~- . 

10; '1'hcro i s •n.'Wockly ' inruc.of 4 0z·3 , _o r :JOO.p;;por,.hc,1d,:.r'6r 1114shing 

Clo thing. 

Sa.nit:::1.t ion ri.nd · 'ffy~ i en~ • . 

1. 'Wn.tcr frori' 1 cdok~ouscs · ,:m1 w::ishiing plo.,qos runs throug;h g.rc0-so 
trr,.ps into br1s c sonka.go pits due i n tl:.ro :s.1-nd . f·il1cd with old patrol tins 
D,nc'. cov~rcd ovor. This ncthod is not po.rticulnrly mtisf"nctory whore the 
sHG is-·only ·n.· fo <;i t o.bovcY.,'r:Jc:.'.!. 1cwd., siri:cc tho . lcv,ol.,P. f · thc s08.ke1.go pits 
ric,,s Md fnlis 'Hith · tho'-ti-do'; . A1:t1cttcr :nothod r.1ig,ht:bc to cro1,,,,toun I 
P..rt1fici1.l 0 i'Gl1 for·' tho .. w-n.st0 wa.t.c;r fror: the coo.ldlous0s · and ;,-tho w:,sh. 
ii;i.c.cG·r.J~ th on to run 'tho"witcr iri : o.pcn culverts to.i: ti;-9 ;sco._ ;. - · ·' 
. ' ' . . -

.. !',_1 

i-••; 
, .. The · 1o.t:r-i'nos · in; use arc bo.ttnr:ios of' Tu-r_kish_ typ0. sqt?,:,,:~•tin[~ 

'rhoy consist or lc..r1;0 p~ts .w'5.th 1 cone.rote;: co.11ror:-Jn vti;i_i.ch.holo~i 
Tho salt W.'.'..tor lovol in tho .pi'ts is withi.n fr ft. of_;-th,o qov,)r~ 

wntor n.cts as ·-,, nnturo.l d Liini'octo.nt. 

J:o/tr incrJ . ·' 
c.ro cut . 
and the 

th(, pits 
p j_ts cn.n 
f.lL-18 . 

.. . 
1'hooo ln,trincs have not p:r.ovod. quite sn.tisfo.ctory. Firstly~ 

q,rd fro~1ctjt)..y _{illod with· oxcret', at Cl, rato fn.stor thon new 
be 'co natructcd i~ which· ov~mt pits bccc,nu 'orc0dirig {2",ro)it\,:i_.::i for 

.'., : ·, 
J ~ .. ':u~ 

'l . It i1J now propc,scd to' cortstruct bucket typo lo..trincs with 
wood on ~c,;it,3 nnd lids, o.nd to dispo nc of the excreta in Hclw2,n incinor-
_3tors . 

5 , 
CU !.'!"llf'/Lt Cr1 

6, 

Yhsh ing is done at 0,rny typo ,r,,'blution bcncbGfl covorcc:. wi~1 
ir1)n , with dro.irn.1,gc throup;h grco..ao trn.ps t0 aoo.lmr,~o p:i.tr: . 

Dr::r.rpito tho dift'icultios of ::1r..nit'1.tion then: iw.s bee·\ :11.' 



e -evidonco of opid.QrJ.ic~ p.ri::iing fron ,this coo so. Every offort is being 
no.de to f'ind :ii:iprovod sll.nito.ry o.rro.ngtt1ents . One l:lD.in problem is., 
hoWovor ., tho difficulty of providing adoquo.to suporvision to enforce 
hyg ionic., sts.ndo.;rd s_. _r 

Discipl;ir.o • . · ·' 

1. Rofugoc i'o.cilitios a.re allowed by tho Egyptian Governriont 
providing that r0fur,oes n.re a.ccorJIJ.oc\ated spociany iri rofugee camps. In 
law they arG under tho jurisdiction of tho civil authorities .in Egypt. Tho 
co.mp administrator can rostro.in any person bran.king tho law· and· hand ·him ovor 
to the ci;vil polico . He c::i.n.p,l!;Jo . withold privi~Gges f r om. delinquent 
r-ofugocs , put :he has no :right of .il.nprisonmont , . fining , o.r inflicting 
corporo.J .punishment • . Hi,~- hn .. ~ tr;io .r,i~rmal rights of disciplino over Grook 
or' Britid1 soldio:r.s in. thFl cntlip/ :- ·· . · ' 

• I . , 

2 . '· Tho problem of naintaining discipline nmong tho rcfugoos ha3 
complex facets. Per suasion a.nd [~ppoo.ls to reason have only pn.rtial 
6Uccesf:l . Moroovor, tho r ofugocs c,rc violl o..waro that tho Aclministrc"tion 
of tho camp ha:J f _o~V m:1.nct.ion·s Yihich it co.n ronlly _a,pply. Thorcforo 
diroct orders aro often i'lou:tod, .:m,d. fa.ct ro.thor;than' toughnoss is 
r~~ ... 

~) . In tho 16.st re Gort" it i;. oxtromely 'difficult to. enforce :.m 
order on roc['..lcitr11nt and oomctir.1es r.1ilito.nt rofugoo groups compo sod n s 
thoy mo rrt;J.y Q.ro qf womon ::md children . 

:1 . . . . J : • •• 

4 . · ~ .. I~cliviqual san0ti0ns which
1

-hp;vo · some offoct aro '. tho witholding 
of pocko~--· monoy . a,nd tho wi;tl;1.rlrawo.l of : ~ho right to rocdvo visitors. The 
f orr.1or ··is not always ofi'octivo sinco no.ny rofugocs possoss sums of monoy 
sont fron outsido , and aru not dopondont on provision by tho co.r.ip. 
Colloctivc. punishP.1.C.:'\1-t;S; which 11ro gcnorally objcctiono.blo include 
prh-':l.tion of pocket monoy , clo suro of tho canto on, exclusion of visitors 
o.nd teo stopping; o~,. cincna mows. 

5 . .. The. chief dolinquonctcs which ?,re difficul.t to ch·ock aro S1 ch 
th hi.g :J as abstracting f'o 0¢1 from tho d :i.ning halls,. ea.ting and co·oking in 
tqnts#: and avoid in[;. n~d icn.l ip~poct.ion,. Such , d,olinqucn<jlios ~o.n_ bost bo 
checkod by ,rigoroµ~ inspection, but ).n fnct'-.tho o;i1;igcno°ios or' ·mc~ical 
~1rovision mako th.is difficult . · 

Socia,l lif'o. 

1 . A pla.yg;il.7ound for child r en, with swin;:,;s·, s°lidos and ·· soo- saws-
h n, s boon si:it up on· tho · comp. · 'I'hore is a.loo a football pitch. · RE:fug01 :n 
hrwc -littlo intor0st, howovE:.r, in or canisod gmn.os, n.nd prof'er to r,irlUS(' 

thomsolvos on tho son. shoro, Tho childron join together in Greok d2.ncon. 

" ~ .. A cantcon has poon set up in tho cmnp . 

3. R01i6 iou s services nro hold wookly by tho local. priq1t, v,ho r :. 2-2.;·) 

porfo:r.us christenin6 s o..n: buriGl.ls. Important Groek Saints ' days n.ro alm 
c bscrved . (i}.no p:roblcm wr. G tho nccossii:;y for the consGcro.tion by the; Gre ek 



- -10- • pric st~ oi' a s-pocio.l burif--l ground., :th·G · cxisti~g ccnctorics being 
noslcn . 

4 . A mobilo cinonn visit s tho cnnp once n week . Locn.l troops 
and R0d Cross concert p.'.lrtios have, 5iven ontcrtainmont. Twice a we0k 
n tEa car of Canal Aron vVelfnl'.'o ifki.t visits tho cru:ip to distribute 
frGe ·tGa nnd t o . plcw nu·sio •7• '.~·~c£:ugoGs P,'.1Y.. fo.r.. 0trho ;-0ntranco to t:!;l.o 
cinena. f:rom thei,~ .. pocket noney_ • . .. 

• \ . r , r · . , -1~ l 

Mcd·i~~l care • . 
I· 

J.. ·Every . .rcfygoe _·is _inspoctcd on o.rri,,;.al-at,the cw.ip. 0Ytc 
doctor 2nd two nurses inspect tho rofugoos -i n their iincs every 9 ... •, 
As 2-t::.i.te::d , medical inapoction is difficu~t, since tho roi'ur;Gos p,tf"empt, 
to Q.Void tho discovery of s ickness ,~hich will lead to r emovnl t o tho 
cnFlp h•:i::1pitnls . Mothers w~th ·.sfok child:ron attempt. to avoid inspoctioq . 
by 1~,ovinG from tent to · tont. 

\ 2 . Thora a.re fivo ,Greek doctors. in tho camp , 0!'.10 dentist and one 
dispcn:::inr y che:mii;t ·. Tho .nuroing . t2~:~ff _ i~ supervi sed by a raf1.tron. It . 
consista of two profossi ono.l nur sris cmd twenty n.ssistn.nt nursos. Thoro 
is a trnining sch cno in opcr n. tion in tho coop to trn.in bn.tches of young 
rofusoos n.s nursos. 61 r;ir lo:J1nvc 11 qu:11i,fiod 11 e,.s assistant nursos in 
l\'Io ses ·,·,\Jlls du :rinc tho lo.st (JOVGJ1 ,r::r_onths , t 

.I 

3 . Ther o i s hospital o.ccor:inoda.tion for 100 patients in the two 
cnn,.p hospitals ond tho • su.bsidiary, hospital. tonts. This provision is 
adoqu?,tc . Thanks to ,supplios:-l'ocdvccl f:ron tho GrE>ek and American Rod · 
cro sscs tho ho spitnls o.rc ..,~_ell cquippcq ,1_ Current racdico.l supplies -p.r'? 
indented fron .tho_ Array , 

, , r 

4 . An ·analysis of ho,S'pital , nd::i.issions $ nodico.1 inspection roon, 
uutpaticnts and bi'rths 'an·d dcD.ths i att.p.chod to this pc.por . rt will 
bo soon fron this a.nalysin that n. rr.i:- c r>.t dcc, l of o.ttontion has boon rr,ivon 
i;r,. thc ,~da.c.;:i.l . cn,ro ot ;thqrofugcc:i;, · On Jthc:Whq,J;c, thero o.ppcar t,,o be 
no _signif',icn.nt;<iloo,uc~ionp V✓hich can bo drc..v{n ·as to tho offocts of' mal­
nutrition Yl'l'.\ioh, th,oYt, suj.';f'qrc~ i n G,x:o-qco . •Aftor a year in tho Mi ddle 
}~o.st thcro is li~t-lc,: if n:ny , ,de;n qf' .thci_r wst rufforinc:s. It is truo 
U.,a.t in nost c::iscs rofugccs hn.vo c, lron.dy bo,on ou·t ·o:f' Grc0ce for med ic:11 _ • 
r.rt,.1t.i.c-:tics for Chosno ond S'yrfo. hQVO not yot boon analyssd. Yet it 
sr .omz fnir to dcduco thn.t tho of'foct of r:nlnutr ition havo boe.n larsoly 
ovrrcono by tho provision of ncJ.equato fo od.~ shelter and clothing. · Orily 
0no cr.:.::iµ of Ewit~.1i;nos i _1;1 h~c. boe,n ro_r;0:r.t,;.:d· p.nd the usv~ of n.:rttf icial 
vit~x:lins h[LS not bqqn red~co.lly _n6ct~_ss:>.cy _·c>.xc,opt in this cc:.~e. 

, ~ . , .: '! , ·! . ·, l . . ; · ; ;- ' · ·, ' . : . . . . J 

5 . Tho cpnotr;1nt .o.rriv[.\;l of now :inrt,ios o.f rofugeos · anc1 the. visits 
::if rehtivos j?rom outside the carap tond to incroaso tho sickneos rate. 
The rcl~~tivdy hi!-"h r'oat_h . rate of ,younp; child r en from measlec com­
plicn.tod by bronch0-- rinoumonia ia attributed partly to the fa.ct th1.1.t 
a i'rc.=.h party of .r ofm;ces , who ·hnd n cold - and uncomforto.ble journey 
fro.:i Syrin , D.rd.vcd c,t tho c~p l",t the heif,ht of a neaslos opi danic 
und c;)mplie;:i.tod infl~onze. and ... br onchio.l d i soo.iJcs in tho cnrnp. 

G. Of the 38 dcc.ths recorded~ 25 wor n of the moasles pnoumoni-:c 
g;roup~ of the rcuaining 13, 9 wore chronic d isoo.sos with a fatal 



• -:-11- -pr ognosis. ~h o .o.go d i stribution or' c1catl_1s i s o..s f oll,w,ts :-

., 

(ri.11 of group ) 0 - 2 ·;y 9a r s .. 21 the ncnpl e s pncunoni2, 
2 - 10 11 11 

10 - 15 It 2 
so· - 70 II 4 .. 

Th e specific d onth r n.t e f or noo. s l os a nd th e pnoumo 11 b group in tho c'.cr,p, 
however, was only 2 .6 por 1,000 per no nth . '. The figur e f or th·c some 
d i soD.sc-<:ll in Gr eeco (193 8) wo.s 2. 19 por 1,0 00 pr.r · mrmth . Th·t fflath · 
r a t e was surpri s ing ly l ow., ; _ 

iVo r k • ----
1. It i s impo rtant that rd'ur;ecs should be kopt o.s f ully iJ.ccupied 
as, possible . In .Moses Yfolls Rofusr-c,, Cnmp ther e have been fa cto r s r.1 ili­
t a.ting o.cainst fu.1.1 omployncnt. ;J:n i ts oarly s t8.ges th e cnmp: ·was pur o'ly 
3, transit cnmp , and i t wo,s not po ss i b J. E t o fo r mu l a t e l ong t enn o c cu pc,­
t i ona l schEI!lES , Socond l y, the l o.ck of l eo.c ,3r s nmo ng ·tho r ofugGcs tho:1. ­
s0 l vGs h o.s me.de o ccu pational or hrmd i cr af t or ganizat i o n d ifficult. 
'l'h ird ly equipment and t oo l s hn:i.rE been s ca r ce . · 

2 . Sorac 100 r efugee s o.r.o wo r k ing. in t h f. camp c i thp• as clen.ncr s, 
k itchon airn i stnnts, nocd l ewoincn. o r l nbour er s ._ ThE:y a r e po. i d n.pp!'oxinqtdy 
50 -p i a stros a we Gk instead of . tho u suo.l po ckB~; r:to n cy uf .15 pin.st:res . 
Although it is n.r r-;uab l e t hat r 8fu gGi::s should., bf: c:x:pocted.' to W1; r k in t h_o 
cnmp _without pay, i t hns boon dec.idcc; that v>J2.c:;t:Ls should - be pai d par·t1y 
as a n incentive t o wo rk, partly to r n i sE. the statu s in the· cC::.'1P of those 
who wo rk, and "'.)artly s o tho.t t ho mo r e thr ii'ty c['..n accumul0,t0 sonc smo.11 
capital ap._;ai nst t h t-: ir ret urn to thE'lI' ho-r.. es 3 wher e thoy have in mo.ny 
caacs l ost Gvc ryth i nc . Many sold u p thr. ir ho:nFs cmd possessiiJnS i n 
retur n f o r n ca i qu e p.'.l.sm.•.-§'_;e f r 1)r,1 the: i s l and s t o Turkey . 

3 . Th ( fo llo,Ji ng k :.nd i c r eSt 2.nd wo r k schcr' cn o.r c boi nc put into 
oporat.ion :-

c.) Need 1E3Wo r k n.nd sewi ng f'o r th e.. r cpc.,ir , nl t e r nti on n.nd :'i '.11•: i nf; 
of 0loth i ng . I t i s h oped t o omploy 100 wot:H-m i n due cour s(o. 30' a r o 
er,1ployed 0.t the ncimcnt. 

b) B·-~b r o i dmsy- . The mo r e GXpcr t nEEd lswor1en a r c bcin; cn£; ct~;c.:d 
o,n•·1 :.;ninu ro.r;cd tJ d, ar t i stic ',J-:i r k u nd er t~uidanoE nf two instruct~ r s. 

o) H·J.ndwor k . A \'lo r kshop for the insti~uctbn of boys i n 
n .• , J :1 work ·::'..nd n,;to.l v," rk :1ml fo r th 1c. iwJ:i '1.;s of c ,::r:1p furnitu r e hns bGGn 
r. st~i ~lishr::d. A1r c'.1.dy SQr.tC 12 r efugees :=i.re iJor t i n g i n o. si.a'::'..ll wo r ks.hop . 

d) C;.1 t, b·;_inr,; . Cobb ler s nn: .:::.t v,0rh: npairinr::; shoGs 11nd boots . 
o'i C :, 1c.:t~·uet i cJYl . Refugee b .bour iu bcinr; used under R , E . 

:l i.:tc::-t i on L ·, ~L r , z tcnc i on of the c··:.mp . 

1. l,. 3ch r.-,1:i hr_s been :C\H·ncd in t he ce..-np} m:',,r ly ,:',-OQ ch i ldron 2.r c 
in ~1.:: ~: nr· ·1. :-,r.: ,..: . 7 ·;;u'H':ho·n hr.~ve bEen found fr u•:"!. c., ,,~ .1c thG refugees .• ,me 
,d ·J1: ., .. . L . 'DU.lif:i.,:;c~, . r~.) ., ks ~:.nd cquipr.1. E.nt h.::~,c 1x s n d onated by Cri.iro 
::~ eh 1...,•.:.,1 .J ~lt l t.~ rr \-J!J 0··11.e:r.- C:_·;ll";.'~E.Ou 
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2" 1~n clf.r11~ntary course r olatecl to . the officio..l progr nmme in 

/ Gr2:clr. el~.raent~ry scho1·,1~ i s foll,)Vlcd ns closc:Ly as pl)ssible . Tho 

I 
savicE,:..·, of Gr cok tr:,1.chers f'ron Cqj .. :r .J n,ro being obtained durinf; the 
pcrioc af seh 1 .l l sunmcr holidayo. · r 

3 . Schuo 1 h0u:r s o.rc frora. 10 D .• rn . - 12 .15 and frul7l -1 p .m. - 5. 30 , 
They o. r t, r 8str:lct ed by the r:i.v1:. ilablc accocimocfotion~ but ' speci Lt school 
tents a.re now bcinG erected and it · sh·ould 'soon be p:)Ss ibTc to· · 0xtcnd 
thc. instruction oour sc s . · ' · · · · · 

4 . Thr3 rofut~ecs are cnr_:;cr fur thei r children to n.ttr:nd .scho,) ls -
and thor e nrc few n.bsentcr.s . 

L On the Vvho le Mosr.s_ Vfolls CDJ:J.p runs anoothly Ct.rid c:ff·iciently . 
Sho rto.f~C of suito.bl§. st_gJ:tJ:s pcrhc.ps the ·chid' d iff iculty, ·but thc.t .. i r:J 
inevitable when netnpower i s asstr c.:i.r1Gd 'S..s it is to - day . Euch of the 
oucccs'o of the comp i s due "tlJ tttEJ. h:enncss o.nd cnthu s i n..sm of the E:Xis'ting 
str,.ff , The influb'1c0 which they havE, 0ll'8r the r cfugnGs is considE=:rc.blc , 

2 . ExpaiE:ncc in MosEO Yicllo Comp illustr,1.tos the vo.r _bus pr obl,ms 
·wh ich will certainly be met· alb.cit on ·a fa.r gre'..'\.tcr scale in po st- wo.r 
'Eur,Jpr.. Arra.n~cr:1c:nts arc now in hanrl .fo_r tro..inin6, pcr Gonncl iri the C2mp , 
for th£ part which they will be called on 't o pln.y· in Europoo.n r cconstr uc­
tioi:i. It :i.s hoped t o G :tve members of Vo lu,ntnry Soc i cti:cs s_:imilnr_ f aci­
li tier:: . T.x;:ir:ri E-mcc thus gained fi r st h~,nd in Ure field will be vn l un.ble . 

'( 

I 
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· This camp wn.s Dris•inally Gstablishod· soon after· 'tho fall of' 

Greece to acc,)nll:lodD,to r ei'usijes- who had conie out with the Bri ti'sh forces 
in tJ·1c:ir retreat r,nd hns bu:n co.rried on since thon to house tomporririly 
tho s,: [~{l,.1-it ing .shiµnont to Ccn'tr:::.l end "East Africh ni'tor they l~avo 
escaped f r ·om tho r\ c-:6 cci,n islands throur:;h Turkoy to 1, lcppo , where thr:y 
h~:1.v2 been sorted out :. tho men to tht Ar!Jy nnd the others to the comps. 
]\J,;:-_-,-crthe]cs::; , many f2.t1 ilios r~t J,ley have been thoro f or over n yBnr and 
a] J. ho:;:,c not t o go on to Africa. , but to r eturn strnight to Gr8ec.e ... · The 
es.~1::, has ho.d r. bad rcputD.tion fron tho po int ,>f viGW of ndministration and 
elcs.nl:boss , but thiti hci.:t1 bci::n r,1ueh ir.lproved fJf_ ro_cmit months_. There i 3 
a pl'.'01-1os.::,l that i n tho nE;rir future· th(~ ·presont i-Gfup.;oes should be·movcd 
-rn to ·r-1: ,.1 ,JPS Wcll :3 and the cnrip u1.10d ris a convnJ.esocnt h9nc, ·or at J.cast 
rnrt tJt it so used, for th,Jsc rcrugt:os i n ah cai:-ips whb cou l d benef i t fron, 
the won'.':.crful eli.,·:11::.to and cond:i. tions. 

At th
1

c bq,;inning ' of /-,,ur;ust , 194S, th.ore were l1bout 950 rd'ugcos 
ir1 Ah,y n.rGa ; 25n in 7 hote1D c..rld large huusos i n one villn1,:;0 lind the rest 
i-n Suk~-cl-Gn.b in 16 no r o holclD and houeui, The populn.tion includo~ tsbout 
150 n1cn and 35(1 children.· -' Ho st o:f the ncn nrc-, too old for 'the nrmy , hut 
sc1::-:e ,1rc d i t1chL1r ged fl1r ·6-ther :reasons. Al l the hoUSES nncl hotPls lie on 
:·,ht~ i1:,pcr s i de of D, road rnnninr; round tho moun'ta.in at .:1,bout 3 ,onry feet 
~:."·)ve i-iE:a lev el with a quite maGnificent view OVfT Bc iruth and ths Mcdi-
tF :rrnncan • Tho plc.cc -was a hcnl th r coo 1·t in · poacc tir.ic r.~nd mo st of tho 
}~ ·:,uses bclonccd to wcr.lihy Sy1· i ans nnG arc built on tho principle of n 
1,:.::.:-.·o.;c nnd .:it<J1·c hnllHt' on tho £",r ound floor o.nc1 n. lo,r~~o centre hnll abovo 
-,:ith lnvctor i es etnd k it chen .. , o~ the cant s id e ba.ckinf; ci. ri'to the mountain, 
,~oo;:tfJ lea•! inr;: off on the north and r;ouiJ1 sides r1nd a balcony t o the wcsi 
cv,; x-luokl.ni:; the, sea, In a~idit ion to :tho housE..s nnd hotol.s. there i s u 
f1ri' cll .s-Luro r oom behind 0110 o:r the hot

1G'ls,. thoro i s D, house occup iud by 
th,;_: C .:,-:,r10,ni:1ant with his office, thc:r.e i n n. buildinr, o ccupied by the GrE?ek 
(;'. .. n:d.3 [md there is a amo.11 hospital with d ispensary n.nd .MI room; also n 
s!-1c,·:1\::t· and l,o.throom. 

So:-;io of tho !-10tel:.:1 have a occond storey with '1 g1.'tllery round 
1.:i'.1C ,:-; ,:,ntr;-d h-':1,ll. Eo st of these nri:: furnished, but tho houses hr.wo only 
lJcd r,; r:.n,:: clu~p- bo:x.cs for f.urn:i.turc. The fnni li es who have barn in t~e 
,, .\T[) lJ!li.;est h'.1VE; the furnished r ,!oi:-,s . There is some jcnlouey- about 
t 1--. i. :: .. 

/.none tl:e housf',s ::m'.1 hotoln thm·e o.rc one or tvvo mops· and ccJ'es 
r•~n by J.ooal ;,ni,bs in which the r:1en cr,h t1 i t and_ .tt1.l k . Tl:lerc c,ro big rooms 
i 11 t~wJ ,.,£' thn hi:,tels Hhlch e,rr: used as schoolr·oons for thG children '.lnd for 
v~,:r:/ ::; c,c·,.:c;ior.,:, l r~:1t1tu.~ings of the whol( ~mnp. 

·-· ... --.......... _,,.,, ..... __ ,., .... ...,.,.,, 
I. :}·rc, 1.:; '.:: G'.;,._ !., 1,L•1, 0:r:.i is r c span sible to the Grt0) k Mini .st:ry of Su cinl ';_'cli''.:'.r,:: t 
i ,i tr:c r:''.:m'.·, : ;,11 ,-.:~n>11T~; . He i[; assiutu1 by o. few Gr eek OR I s n.nd 2.n inter­
r,.r.·'-,tr:r. I'i:1i-::t J.f in c.dcl ition ::i Gn,rk c-;uurd of nbyut 12 nen wi th '-'11 cif'fiCGr , 
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A Greek cor1xi r...,J. 10 .-,ko ·aftor thE: storE: room end issu ,3· tn·o r n,1.:i.01-_;:. t 
Greek doctor with c, chemist and two orderlies and e, nurs0 live in t!·,,, 
hospital and prov id c its Rtaff'. 

Rr:lntions b~twcc n the cnmp n,nd t~ERRA are lir.1. itod to dcci.si011.n 
a.bout tho novments of refugees which a.re. orgt'.niscd throut71 tho Grod: 
:Ministry of S icio.l 'FclfP-rc. No voluntary socir:ties o.ppco.r t.) he.VE to.h:n · 
r>,n "interest in tho comp ev~r. 'the 9th Army sub n.ro['., h0-s c. very H r,:i.tor.: 
responsibility for the cnrap , r.1-'..'dnly cx.crciscd through the hy~icn") s1.r,tr':,(~ 
corporl11 wh,) makes o. dnily bsp,. ct ion. · ~r-1is we.~ insti tutc,~ 1:~rto- it ,W::.:3 

di soov ered th.'."1.t the crunp wo.s in n very unclean e,_nd~ inso.ni t0-ry condit i on . 
The Allied _Forcos (GrE:ol<:) Liniso.n 0ff;:i.6cr . to.kos an ix:it cro::ii:t in tho 0r.mp . 

CATERIUG AND FECDING. 

Ro.ti?i:ts o.ro provided by tho 9th Arny, rou5hly ¾ n.my _ rn.tions 
with vn.riq,tions to moot diet of' Greeks. _ Soft ro.tions o..ro issued dnily 
to one mcr.1bcr of oo.ch fm:\ily, h['.,rd r :~t ions woekly, ch.urcoo. l for bretzii:;r•s 
monthly fr01:1 supplies bought by 0on1-aando.nt with nonoy from Greek 1-: inistry. 
Thr. queuo io ord0rfy nnd only e .. fc•.1 family rcprcscnfo,t:ivos cone at D. tim6; 
they ho.vo other thini;s to do. Tho Groek corporal d oea tho issuing ove1· e, 

counter, hiwing_ n.l:roady weighed out uni ts for d iffcr0nt sizos of f n.ndly. 
E£i.ch family has 11 card is:ruf:d fo~· the ;:lo..y Which is g itron up f'or th q : 
rations and for tho noxt day' a c :.,r d . There sccr.tGd , to bo li ttlc pili' Grine; 
and no abuses. 

,, Families cook for thenscJ.w:s on their little brnziors either in 
tho kitchen of tho h nusc or in the ccntrnl hall. Wash ini:; up fncilitios 
a.re provid~d. Ench fsmily ia insucd with its own utonsi].s and oomc have 
designed oven-a, et~~ nnd. cook f,n• oach other. The mess is c3.rd\.ily 0101:1.n:d 
awayand kitchen{> o.nd halls kf:pt spotlessly clea n. So::i.p anr1 scrubbing 
brushes a.re issuGd regularly. Rooms thl!)Uf;h used for eating as well D-S 

sleeping n.nd living nro b8o.utifu lly clE:o.n and not a.t all smelly. 
No p:)Cket m0 ney is issucc , but rnti1:ins r.,r e supph:montod by 

snal1 purchases fr om the shops o.nd c<'-f es froip. ®Vinr; s and earnings of 
sold i0r·. husbands o.nd by. tl:)Jng s broucht home: by . so ldior s on le1.1v0. 

The children look WG11 f ed and ful.l .r;;i';C cne:rr,y.· 'rhr, doctor 
has n. little milk D.l).d ~r·o:pefruit J~d. (~G for inv p.,iid.s. · No· c!of'lpln.ints 
wero mnc'\'o thouch asked f or • . : . 

No stores o.rc kept. Rc:.:tb r s a.re issued c1,c1 · ::Jo,1n .'.1S they come 
in. The cor:ir.10.nc'!mlt ha.satiny ):'(;GGrVt: of clothinf; "for nbsolute l1(;0Ulsity. 
The, refugee:s h1_1vo tho clothes they: wer c L-rnucd with at Alop~io and one or 
tvir, f'BJ::1iliC?s hovo ocwing mach ines r.1nd buy a1mll. q_ucmt;i.tics of cloth in 
the town. Somo child.rcn c;o ,:.1:bout without s.l-i.00s, as they would at home. 
}~•J...:.ryone looked ndcqun:toly dressed. . 

There n.ro no g ifts from voluntr.i.ry socir::t-i E:s , etc. 

~ ·:EIF' J\.RE • -----
'. 

All r ofu r;e es hc..ve th d:r pc.p0n1 but, . th,,1·0 appear ed to b€ no 
:'(v·,::t:,:l uf cDmp ro;, istro.tion. 

Rofu~eos can go into the villae;c or d,)W'n t o t he toNn ,·:i.t'·. 
!)~. r rd.;''3i ,,n . Thoy use tho luc,1.l -;:.10st offic e f'or c.11 10ttE:rs, G'l;c:, 

The 35() chilrl rE'n r~ rc d i.vic'lod into i;wo D{SC i; r ou-;;s fu:r (:1. 



- -e.r;d nro tnuc~ht by tilo G!'eok toG.chE:r/3 v,ith l:'Qmc o.ssi:3tancc. . 
Thero arc n,i cont~crts , cincr:io. sho v-rs ;) :r corimuna.l :activ,itiGs 

cxcor~ c.n occc.siom1i visit by a. Grcck Minister, tfost f.o.rrd.lios o.re 
:·,~ir''ly busy l ookin~; d'tm· their child r en , cooking , n0ndinr; clothes, 
clcc,n in1.; 11) orris and tn.king it in turns to cloc~n the central halls 
o..n~:. kite~wnG o..nd le:vatorifJS . The r c:fugcen socncd to be r oom- pr iJud 
nnc, k,,pt their thirn;s tidy r:md VEry cloo,n, NcvorthE:le::;s o. gcrH,:rn.l 
c:coix-c ,\/as c.xprc s.sed for entcrtainrwntu and mwonc who could provic.L· 
the nc;,~csu:::.ry articlos nnd sto.rt occupat ions - sewing , co.rpcntry , t-:te. ·­
would .J't_,,,7i;)Us ly be r~ goc:scmd . The two biv, scho,)lroor:is coulcl be usGc~ 
fo~ ~~tivit i cs like d2ncing , singinb et c , 

1/:'ntcr is rntioncd by only bt:ing turncrl on nt eF:rto..in times . 
Houc:cn ,md hotcL1 hn.vo wntcr closctrJ c,nd sinks for v,c,shinr;c; up and l ~:.um1ry . 
Th8 t>:-:1:i.nB un: on tho nun icip,'1 lity 1 s sovrcr. 

'l'hor o i s n com1urn:cl bnth nncl d:1ovtcr room 0-nd :rcfur;ees havo to 
h$}.VC one bnth po r wock o.t pa i n of ho.vine thoir r :1t i ons cut. Al l looked 
clean. 

Hr.fu se i s clopodtcd in bin[;, v\hich n.rc colloctcd d,'.'-ily by two 
Ur eGk guri.rdl.l on n, mule c11rt and ti::.ken off by the municip2.l ity. 

An a r my hyg iene sque,d corpi)ral dooo 0, daily t our of inspoctbn 
o (' tho ;;:itiro conp with tho interpreter. They occ thn.t me sues c1rc 
;;;:Le:0,rod u p and dirty far,i lice arc r cp.J rted t o tho conuncmdnnt who Guts 
:r''.1tions for continued offences . The r Gsul t of thi s seems to be a eon­
sic!or.o.l,lo m.i.ceosrJ , Apo.rt fr ora o. few unused r'Ch)r.rn , which wore b reed i ng 
f.l.1.os, the er~7.p was stn.gp;,crincly cloo.n • .• tiled f'luo:rs scru b:.icd, lrw::1,tory 
bc,;:i ino flushed, sinkti clcn.ncc and o,11 r ubbish in b i ns . 

!.111.:DICAL . 

'I'ho sma]J. ho.32 itoJ ho. s tvro sma 11 -Nard ~1 with n bout 6 :)eels c?.ch .1 

c. c"! isr,cnaa ry and on MI r oom . The due-tor is frot1 Chio s n.ncl r CJrutcd to 1--10 

~:,rrnd . 'l'hc disponsc:r i o n. ,}hcm ist ·with c:.n intcreet in su1Jhonor,idos . 
Thvrc were only thrco cn.sc:i - very minor compl0,ints - in tho ho spi to.L 
I'iuj Pr caaca go down to the hospital in the town. There ha,3 been very 
J. ictlc d.,Knoc ,)r illness, pr <;bP..bly m2.inly due to tho climn.tc. The 
hor:::_:,itnl ir.:: bcautiC'ully clr.o,n and the stnff sco;1od kocn . ThE rofugccs 
certainly lookrsd :t'louri sh ine;, 

MORALE . 

Hora le semed to be high . Refugees ar8 looking; forward to 
?· ctur11.i.n5 to thoi:r islD,nds and fe➔ cl that Bciruth looks in the rir;ht 
,!.:i. r e•:d,;J.on . -. any 1•cfugees have been thore :f.'or somG timE-J and no-one 
30f:.,DC'' to cx pi::,et to lie moving sout}1, The other main reason for hig;h 
t'/, r· c.:t.o ·,,;,1a obviously that no st fwnili0s are f'o.irly v,ell occupied just 
·;c:1l'."i"J :,nf._; on :i:i.f' c . Tho Cm:w1and~1nt 8.ppoarGd to 1Je popular and respected 
:~,:1.d h::d co:,1,J n.utho ri ty . The sanction of a cut in rations do os not 
(Ji't:~,\ 1-'.'1\'C to \x_. cnf'o l"G t,d , 1)Ut tho Comrr.anda.nt scorned t(1 be ca.parilc of 
"'~.:'•)r,_:ing_ :i.t, if' ncccssi:, ry. Somo occupations i'o1· tJ-10 r.irl s and old 
:'",1A1 i,\•r,ld ·:-,:-- n, hc'ip , A dcu,1· old priest livc3 in ono h:,tol, but a·:x,:·'J 
i'1~0:1. iJ;\.L,:;1,1,;_:; __ :•.1,; at the bed nid c of iLL children, appca ci.:d to tak-2 no J,c:.rt 
Jr; \;,_-_. u-:,.:;,r It•cJ rcfugcc:ci_, judeSinf; by tho pictures J.:·::'.: :r.oc::;r:Lsr, Ctl Lhu 
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•;•::).1.ls , s1::0ncd nn.rk~:,d_ly rclif;ious. Unurch is apparently well [;,tt:;ndc:1 , 

Th r: site :or the oonp g ivcu absolutely no g,:r-ouncl f.' o x· ('ur.·,p1o.I.rr\: -
hc:::tlthy, bpn.utiful, prct,:ty · c.m:afortablG a.ri.d noar to n. villne,c ar.ci. s. t ,;·,•,;, , 

· {n short I was as-\iun i sh.d . 

·• I 

V: i ch2..cl Barratt B1·own 
4 . 8 ,.13 . 

! i" , 

. ,·. 

,, 

, 
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GREEK REFUGEE CAMP AT ST. LUIIB I S , RAIF A. 

RJRPOSE AND HI STORY •. 

This 6turi-p was taken o_ver to accommodate the st;remn of Greek r efugees 0oming out 
from ·:the islands off t.he Turkish coast in the middle of 1942. M-'.1.ny f' runilioD 
have bcien s ent on to Mose s Wells and drafted oh to Contral Africc.. It is 
expc,~tcd that tho pro sent population will be drafted to :Ethiopia. With 
thiD in m_in\i. those who were unfit to · 1travel, about 65, wsre sortGd out 
anJ s1:.nt to' a. .· hostGl in a monastery outside ,Jo:rusalom. 

• I ' • . ' . -

FOPU LA '.i' ION .AND ACCOMMODATION • 
J. 

".J 

At the b q; inning of' AuguBt _1943 there Wero 374 refugees in th0 St. I.uko ' s 
Camp, a.bout 130 of' these boing . children. The er.imp io made up of. about 
ten brick ·huts with Nisson rooves and about 50 · tentsJ EPIP and 180-lb. 
It is ::iituated next d·oor to th ,e military camp just o.boyc th e coa st 
road runnin1tr rom Haifa to Toi-Av.iv, 2 miles from Haifa, jut1t b o low 
the hills and "abo\.it ' 400 yards i'rom the sen.. I should oxpoct the wholo 
cr.unp to be wni;,hed avmy nftor a.: hoavy rn.instorm. · ']'ho tents are p.itch,(,d 
on sand to the south of .tho . build·in.gs with a goodly crop of thistl9s 
growing 8.t.'r,ongst them. Tho builcLinKs includ8 an administrative block, 
quarters for the Yugoslav Guo.rd, t ,,o schoolrooms, dining roor.1 for the 
childron, W!lsh-houso, two kitchens, storeroom with ponthous8, cc.rp6ht:ry 
shop and s everal do:nr,i torios for n number of tho families and for -the 
bo:,;t, . During the wet weath.or a.11 tho fomilios had to s qu0ozo into tho 
buil.d ings. Tho boys have a dormitory of their o,vn. ThorG i s no fur-
ni ture bosid os wooden bods o.nd soap·boxos, oxc opt for a small n1,1mbc:r of 11 

irc-n ·bBd stou.d s for' tllo old peoplo. Except dur _ing th'e rains mo st. f'nmilic-J 
p~cf er the t:;r;ts. 

ca1>t.. Vrodcnburg of' the Ninth Arrn,y i s th0 oom..-rnandant of tho cci.mp. f:io 
st £1f'f -::imuii;.::;+;u of two WO' s 1.1nd thro0 or f'our OR' s. Tho Grock stnf'f con­
ul ::rto 0i' an i :dc:,rpreter from Cyprus, two Grcok officers and tho MO' i n. 

Corpc1nil coed•· and onD or two other O'R ts. Tho guard consi.sts oi' ton 
Yur,~,1a J.av ,J . I", .:.,-\dition thE: ro is n, cv,rptntcr from omon@st tho r ofuGcc:-: , 
v)} , o e.} a; ;'.)rov i d o tho G<'ln i tary squad • 
Rc latiun~ bLt;;•-_cn th0 comp a nd NERRA ci.rc lir11 ited to the rn.ova:rwnt of r cf't1rcc-~.; 
'\<liith ·crt>:: :te~ :rccmc.n+; qi.'. tho GrookMini1rtry of' Social We lfare . Cn.pt. 
'lc" cr~cnI)\ll',s · L:: r· c.:: ;rinsibl0 to Allied Fe recs (Roccptior~) 9th Army. · Ne, 
y1, li.11:t.•.1.ry ,;00 iL :;i ;;; o.pr)onr to hc.vo t[1kcn ·any interest in the car.i.p ro..cq.r!.; 
i1;, t~ an:i r:ir,:i. Locfr:. ui' tho Society of Friend.:; who have m·1·angEd to pr ,.i~r i dr 
fui~/lr. ;~ur th ,::, (( ~;::1i. ribution of a pint of milk pu:- day.to o.11 the childrb, . 

CA.fU·t;:iJ(l .A"·~~ :?~~SDI'.;'?-. ---·--·--·--------
R,tion2 nrc r,:,·o•,; :Licrl by tho 9th Army n.nd sorkd out. b.1 the Q~ISM . A 
B,:.-:lti..,h c~).r-;.,.n~l l o0h:s :::,.ft er thG,actuq,l ' storo. 'I'hc ' r ations ,J.r,_ divid~;~ 
,.1? bt0 -~!t-,.i. f\,:t.· \.~,. stafr mosses, thocJc i'o r the childrGn 2.nd those., 
: cJ' vt::1cn: . i./::r -:~ fr•u~,, the messes all cookin[~ L3 done. u nd8r the 
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r1ircction of a Greek corporal, ·who with the holp of a rota of r cf'u goos 
~, r ucluccs a.11 tho f ood in ono ki tchon for th0 childron and ln 2,nothcir for 
tho other s ; The· ehild r cn-, boys and g irls of school age, oat commun2.lly ·-
8. now institut:Ln which is VE, ry succossful and popular - and the familio1] · 
b.°l..e t hdr food frorri tho kitchen to their tonts. Thoy are n llowod to brow 
v.p outeidc-; th eir ·t ents and thGr€ hav e not yd bean any firs·s. The system 
sr::f;ms ·to wor k well and to bo pqpular, largely because of the efficiency · 
of tt-e Gr 8ck cook . Th:e terrts, thoui:~h used for onting sQoncd tidy arrl 
clean . One or two f'rnnilios had p0-v cd the floor s of thdr tents With 
shells from th& shoro. The school children fil n. thro.ugh their _ kitchen ':•,, 
to get t:-i.cir po rtion G and take them to their hul·~- whf: r c "the t-ablos 
havo br::on lo.i.d by a :t1ota· of refugees . · The E:choo1mastc;r·s keep ord er 
and ono of the kitehon helpers servos seconds.· Frunilies hn.vc their 
own utensils for vJ!Hch they 0ir E: r csvonsiblc after i ssue ,. 
-Pocket money i s now i ssued by , the Gre8k Minist ry of Soc i nl 'Ne lfaro o.nd · 
a c,:-..,:1.tr~cn ho.R bGcn , ope.med where anaJ.1 supploncnts to r o.t ions can be ·. 
bought . · 
,\ pint of milk p0r dey i s ism.rnd to c.11 the children. This i s bou6ht 
fr;.m loco.l -produecrs and pc.id for by the: Frionds. Tho childr en look 
well rm it, but wor e ct.ppnrcntly nt one t:uno r ather b e.low: s tando.rd. 
'l'he c--•mmun8-l dining ha-s in the, opbion of the Qii.SM g iven thein a better, 
shur o . .-

,STO:i:ES • .... ---
J, vr:ry M-'.111 sto r o ot blnnkots 2.1:1d camp oqui;_:mE:nt i s kept by tho {1US!ff- with 
·.:.:1 OR to holp him:' The cornrnr..i.ndo.nt kcops. a v er y smEl.11 storo o;(' c1o_thing 
f'.,l' Vf::ry hard cascn. All tho r efug00:s lookc<l o.dE::quatoly dn,sse-d with 
tilo cJ.othos thoy had from Aleppo 2.nd small supplemonto.tion from shops 
,jincc . 
There a r c no g if~ s from voluntary soc i eties. 

iELFARE . 

There ,:.ipp1.6.rt:d to be no speci a l system oi' , dOJ11p r .cgi,st,ration. 
Refu gt~GS c;:1n go into th .. tov✓r1 ·Hith permission; 
The children o. ro dividcci into two gr ou p13 :f or .h:ss.ons vvhich .::, r e given 

_by t v10 Groi::k nchoo lmo.stur s . . 
Then~ did not '.lpjxar to be· any cntort::.i.inmonts > but ·the refugees hc.vo 
the ir co.ntoen r oo!'l . There o..re one or two r,c-N ing nl'\d.1.ines. Th.ore ia 
w~sh i ng , hGJping in tho k1i:tchen o.nd keeping ro or.ts D;nd tents clean-and 
tidy to keep tho women occupied. The f, irls were sweeping out . tho 
schooJ.roor-,.s when I ·Nas there. More e.ctiv itics could ·b r- cncour2:.r;cd 
nnd c,rJsistcd to 1:;ood offoct. 

s,·~N 1 T ;,T rmr • 

The tvio long lr.wn.tory chcd s- in -tho ct•mp hnv c been sup<?r se<l od by tho 
nect i cn of' a number of ainr;).o l8-t3 to ensure that tho r ofugccs use 
the:1 . Thcs1~ ilro Jlhiced all alone; tho lines . There arc two n,b;l..u tiun 
benches vr i th g; r E:asc trnps and so 0.\k- o:w2..ys in r..ddi tion to the wash 
room , Th8 l a ts have a ll got olsan.3 1 v,h ich arc empt i ed by the 1t1u:1 i --­
cipo.lit y daily. A san itn,ry 1Jqund of the r cfusr::cs seas that all the l t\t:3 
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Its consciont i ousncss has improved n.nd wo.sh rooms o.rc kept c lonn. 

n,ccntly. 
Refugees havo to have a bnth· onee-~a week and thG- childron onco a day after 
their ga'ril.eB period . WatE":r is rationed and only on for o. cLrtain poriod 
every day or the boys would bo consto.ntly having shoW~:rs.. Thoy .. ho.ve· .. 

to.ken a liking · to . t~an •. 
The r efuse is cloa.red daiiy. Qy tho municipality . . . _ 

, The commandant mn.kes· rogulo.r visits, so docs-' the Qj\1:SM and so n.lso docs 
the Grook doctor • . On the whole the cor,1p V<f8,s cler..n and _ t_idy and mo.ny of 
the rooms and tent~ w~r~ beautifully kopt. · 

MEDICAL . 

. 1'hc s:n.o.11 hp spital .cc3:t ers only for- n inor illness o.hd has onl.y about a 
dozen b:cds. - The doc t or o.nd his smQ.11 staff scened comp-. tent and obviously 
pnpula.r -with the pooplc .. There ho:s lwen li ttlo illnoss unt_il just r o.contly 
vllwn thorc h'.1s been v. co.sc of typhoid , on,o of dipthoria nnd qnb of mumps . 
The 65 who wer o u nf it o.n_d l fift tho co."1.p dovoloped · ti:'achomo. when they got 
.to J8ru salcJ:J. , but there was no s ~g-n 0 1' i t in the co.mp. It is hoped tho.t 

< the suddon outbreak of d ise:aso will be :i,so ln .. t8d. · 

MORALE, 

Morale semsd to be V8r y high o.rrl both tho nMSM md Mr . and Mrs . Lerch who 
had tn.lked to Capt. Vrodenburp; n,bout this o.t"tiribut.fd it to the r ecent 
dGction of o. house oornnittee by the rcfugees ':-on -tho suggestion : of the 

· commandant • . • The eommittcc is n.pparcntly able to get o. hi6h dq;ree of 
· scrvicE out o:f.' the s 0ni ta.ry sq_urui 0,nd _to g·it gr cn,t cooporo.tion ovor 
t he kitchen dutios . Fwailics ·h'."'..Ve someth i nG to do - with those orderly 
dut i es , with their wo.shing; , with mEmding 8.nd sewing, but there is scopo 
for" more· occupations • . Th, men pr.ovido the. sanito.fy 8.ro tr.~t sq_U.£1?.S, Tho 
carpcnt,c11' has a l ot -of w~rk and ' cn plJys sovc r al boys. OnG'or two dis­
charged sailors- look c1.f'tcr the cnntecn . The success of tho Houso 
COltm"'iittEJc may depend on the fo.ct ·tho.t a rn;mbGr of the refugee: s come 
from Thrace and c.1,re of. a . rather superior i:;yp9 _to · the lif)\lt\.l -fishcrm:in 
pc::::.sa_nt islander. ThosG Thraci::ms provide n.lJ th0_ ~embers of tho · _ 
HuusnCommittee> vfuich fs composr.d .oi' two ir.t.:m .'.lnd three women o.nd tho 
Commandant. It was. not cloo.r :Whether_ the rofue;ocs roo.lisc thnt th'oy 
might b€ going to Afr ica . If they do , then.morn.le i s rer..lly reinark-
o.bly hiGh, It i s possib le that .this is duq to the quite r ecwt issue 

, , of pocket mon8y , but I don ' t. thinl: entirely . 
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GREEK REF'UGN; Ci.~P AT AIFPFO 

}1'JR.T'O"; } AND RISTOHY ; .. 

'l'ho two cC:F.,p::.; at Aleppo were dosi grn.,d f'or the r ccopt i on, intcrrof_;ntion , d i s­
infcction, mod icnl oxnm i nn.th)n cmd so rting rifter a qut1.r0,ntino period of c.11 
thL rdufOGs coming through· Turkey from tho islands· off tho Turkis...1-i eo[wt , 
from B\;,lt~J.rir, , Thro.cc , Yugo slo.vh'.. , etc; . '£he cn.nps wc:r-0 th.G responsibility 
of AIO'. but aro now tcchnico.lly .U:nd or tho· _9th Ar!µy . ·. 'lli.c-rr- e r e t wo of•.f'iocn; 
responsible for interrogation. The ctaff h,w cho.nged r ecRntly. The comps 
had a b;:,rl :reputation some timr.: ago , but a,n nuw qui to improved . Rdur;o03 
are sorted out on ~wr iv n.l i nto :-
(a) Men ,()f m5J. itary nge. Their cEl,r.i,p_· is- purdy o. g_uaro.ntine tr:-msi t oemp . 
Refugees [\,X--1:; kept f"o r 14 dnys and then po3t€d t9- th0 · GrcGk,Arrn.y in · 
IiciJ.estim, . ·~ Ci'lrilians ar (1 (1\ia:;tionod :-J.s t o .theJr preferences and th en 
pu flted ::!l,uth for ·r 0cr..uitmcnt 1il~cv: i ~c i. 
(b) Wot.1ei'i , . c:hi1drLn -s:nd T:icn of non-!nili t;;:;ry D;g~ . Tho so :r-8f~p;ees mus"½ 
p~~.-;s through thE: disinfection t,nd.mGdicc..l cxeJnin:'.1tion oe!)trc,at the-mqn

1

.s 
er.imp and fr,cn ai'tcr n. pr ol:iJninory · interrr)f';ation thoy m·o l?c_nt up to _.thoir 
camp , the TDrkiru Bo.rrr~cks . Herc they -::,r e knpt until they nre rcacy to 
tr3,vol fu r the r 1;1nd until cm:1ps in Syr i n or P2.lestine 8-r e ready to to.ks r-
t~18Tl • 

I-D HJ LAT IO~T AND ACOOMHODAT ION ; -

Th•-: refur:r,Bc.s L;,1•e. !:l.a.inly G-r:0ekoofrr)m tho i slanq,s off tho_ Turkish coast , but 
thEre have l.f,cn ·some frorn Thrace nnd th€ rrwin.lc1nds i somc·Yug;oslD.VS, Bul­
gc.r.ian. Jews,; etc . · The cmaps o:t"e on tho hills 0-b11Vfl Aleppo and two or threo 
nilr;:;s out ·of tM town . · - ., __ . 
(o.) The m_c,,,. 1 s Cf'DP en.ff ' ci:ccm1m10d:'te 4.-00 , · but h&l only about 100 in : tho :raiddlo 
of' Juiy· . .It· h,'1S ithc . disinf,r.cti on .:1-nd ex:Jrn i n0,tion cm:itrc- o.ttnchcd to it. 
The canp itselt:' i s• mndo up· of stonc-VID.lh,d huts v i·th cq.rrug'..1.tcd iron : 
rooi'i::1g, ,coo1 in summer but· -prob;:,,bly v0ry cold in wint~r . :;o_ far t,h~y 
h:we only one stove for oach batrr::.ct· r oon . Officers~ ocr6 ennts and OH. ' .s 
live in S€'1po:rato ban·o.ck r oofas . . The c(:rn.1) is c _lo sely ,·gua,f<,lGd, by En.st; 
Afr icr,ns and m8n o.ro only n.l l owed into thfl town (}Ur ,:Lnr; -~ th~ •iva,ra:1.t:-~no 
::,erbd for spec bl reason:B . -· All .J'oom-o .D-r1;;. kcpt·vcr,y, c;l_cn.r1 :nd _t i dy· .. 
(b) The co..-;-i.p ,for worr_en;,.' ch i ldr.on•n.rd mcn·ovr,_r n,i1it-ary ago 9;ccup:i.es 
about a q_uurto r- of th.G o_ld Turki:sh bar r 11d:s j th_Q r:c_st bci:nc, occ~picd 
by FF troop::1, mostly cnlo?1ial.· The _barrack· r Joms are· div.i d~l.up :;,.fl. follo7rn ; -

4 lar13c0 rooms for the w0r.u,n 'c.lld 0hildrcn of both sexes, cool but 

r B,th er L; loomy . 
1 large room for f' omiliGs vtncrc there :::.re hust••:cnds . 
1 largG r oom u::ir;d for the• schoc, 1 
1 MI room with r,,, · sn.-'J.11 hospital ·Ne.rd 
1 lF.;.rge dinin<; ho.11 , ::.i, ston., [1,nd E~ cantE:Gn ::iu i lt like a Greek Tc.W8.,'nD, 

1 roor'.1 fc,:r shower;; witb a l['..undry '.1ttachcd. 
In adcUti,m thore ia o, p:r•,rdon uppoGito th(. bnrracks, vfh.orc rofu~~ccs c;L:.n 
ai t, but i:1 ,-mrar:-:cr it i s t;.jo nrid and shadolc::w to ,:;ivG 1:mch comfort. 
AU br Jon;in:e: s an· kcwt by 1bci n C'.Xcr:pt money which is depo sitGd with tho 

n.d·:.,.1. ir1 i st:r £t t io J1 • 

'DT·~·1·r··rT,"j'';:lj rc•roH I ;.:_ 1!1 IJ.l.0;_ .... v l.1 ,llJJ'" • • • • • 
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ADIHNISTRAT ION. 

Th ,:rc ,~rr.: tuo AIO officers - Capt. Burn ari.d Lt. Schnpiro . 
c-,,) Tho n1cn 1 s cor.1p hc...s o.n oc - Lt. Briton; 0, rce;ulo.r soldior WhQ 
r c ecntly e Dc,·:i.pcd fr\m Grcocc r.md runs the ccnp -dn plon.srint but efficic-nt 
nil:it::cry li11e'.t1 Md is very populnr ·,vtth thbwhoio co.r.ip~ In addition 
t) the OC there ;:,,re ci, nur.ibcr qf Britisl1 !ind Gr ed~ OR 1 s. Tho acimini­
strr1.tbc L,tr~fr sccr.1ed, quite ndoque..t., . 
(b) 7hr Jtl1-:1· ct'.np h~c..s n.n OC - Cnpt. · H2.rrison of the Northumberland 
FusiJ.icrs . Undr-r him he hc..s n, Stnff Sorsccmt QM , two othor sergeants 
::1nd o. fcvr 0R's. In o.dd itLrn there 11ro a Greek doctor , two British 
VAD ' Sr.ml JOr:\0. r cfUGCOS tr11i ning to be nurses . A Lt. mujico.l offic~r -
Lt. K:)cniF, - nakc..:J o. dai l y v i sit . · The comp sccnod slightly short hn.ndcd.­
I<ERR,\ 1 s rcGpunni b il;i.ty is liTiitcd t G the movement of the non:...rr. ilitar-y 
rcfu·g;cpr, _in c:oopcrnt i 9n vvith tho Gr oci<: Ministry of Soci el Welfnn, . Tho 
AIO is responsible for tho int errof;·ition , tho 9th Ar my for the o.dminist.:.. 
rn.tion of the comps. Thero i s gcnc-crc,lly n linison offic0r from the 
GreE::k }\rny . 
N,) volunt::.:.:c-y ,1ocit.tios hnvt tc, l:on ~n interest in the cr:.l"lps . 

CATER.ING AND "B'EE:OJNG. · 

· Feed f .Jr_ :ti ,>th co,nps is dre,wn fror'l the 9th /,rmy and consists of about 
h:.ilf s,~cilc 8.nt;y · r cttbns arnf i s supplo:i. entcd by lo cal purchases of 
n'),ce,r oni , br,ans, olives , oil, .;tc . to· Vihich the rr:fugocs are· accus­
tir,,cd . Appnr cntl,y is has not bcrn found nccc ssnry fo providf, a spcci0-~. 
d ict f •)l' thu st Wh.,) ho.vo noi been properly fed i'or a long time c.nc, 14 days 
arc f'ound to lie sufficient to rchet.bilit-::.te the men nt lrn.st from their 
l;,W c,1nditi,in on ::.srr i vc.l . It nu.st bG rG,cmb€rcd th2.t the refu;;ecs· 
h ~'. ve ,'.1lrt2.dy bccrt ·co..rcd for for o. period while pf\soinf~ through Turkey. 
( ,-") 'fas TI !_ er, nre fed cov1nunally, but in their resp.ective messes as in 
i::h(~ a rmy . . . 
"(b) IhG othr.rs hnve the, saino food an the mr,n'. ~ The cooiing is done by a. 
Grcbk cook ·aho. i s 1.:a i d and pcrmnncnt nnd the ,,omen are r opEd in for 
oeullcry duties - pr-:elint~ pot0-tocs c..nd onions, _ picking rice, · ctc . 
Thf0 rE: :LG a r,tr.1caroni mo,nufacturinf~ room, whore the refugees make their 
ovm r.,Gcr:.roni f rom flour 3.1.pplicd by the a r my . There a,re complaints · 
about the :no no tony of the: d ict v,hich [.],re unavoidable. Rofugeos o.ro 
f·J.irly finicky ,:..bout what thoy Utt nnd will not eat onything to which 
they Ztrc not r1,ccuotoc1cd - c . g; . swrdcs nnd turnipc. J\kals are t&~en. 
in the dininr;: h-::.11 e,t 7.30, 12,30 '.tnd 6 . 30 . Admission is by queue 
:,1y} t.:icke,to of' ;-,;ddmiosions, to cwo id poop le coming round twice for 
:r,o:rr.. Rcfut_;e,- f. btinf;, _thcir own utcn.iils in with thein . · 
i.td'ur;ccs e-s.n :.: upplcraont their mt=,c1ls '.:-..t tho co.nteen; whore the woTrien 
1Juy :f.'ruit , tct'. , cof.fcic: , Qtc . and the men can get cigarettes ci.hd bE,er. 
f,2 pu; no ,1th is i,istrnd ;:i.9 pockE:t t7lo'noy fo r these purchase-s· c,nd ms1.r{y 
rcfugec,s ,,r frig out g_ui.tP. lo.rgc 3Ums in tho form of 'promissory notes , 
,,s tho Turkish authorities allow no Greek dr2.chma out of the country. 
Sumt:J e,c l::'.r,sc c1s £1 ,000 r-.. ro not unusual. These are kept by the oomini­
ctro..ti,:.in . 

R'l.tions issued fr ·c the 9th o..rrny we looked after by the Sto..ff SergErsnt QM . 
Clothing i s ism.J.od to all those who l1f)t'3d it after disinfection of old 



- -clothing. 
(o.) The mr,n t:::i,·<l t,) :,,, ·l:mt stn~.:.._,;·.;; ir.'.:c.· '.:..tL~.!N•~··i out the stocks ::i.:rc 
now used ".l~) ,·md ·r.hc-r-c w,~rc G'.'ac11 _,f ;:a::l.ling this :'..2:-i'.ic in trD.rsit to 
PCl.)\;stinc. l•T;,,v ·~he r,-,\·n ::tr..:.y in t)·.,,ir· c.ivi.l:i.c.E clot.Le;:, in wh:i.;::h th\sy 
r. • -_-4 1 ., ....,....., ~ .,;;- ,if , ,...,_,,,r,··. ,.....,.. ~ '1--•1" i ,;,, · ->f ~'")r'j° - 1·-r· t.'h. r., ,.-... ~.rrlV't .,, supp C-.J.• •• ;,l,•.:,' (,L .. ,1..,o,:. ,,} .... , __ s....,:.1-.. :, ... ~•-·•·) )·, .,.o Vu• 

(r') T'·,, womC"'l "'{'r ~: =rt:.~d \v'i~), \\h'f- the'r' IiPOCl 
0

8iT''n; ·'.·:1 tho ·'·•)"'l"i·c:f.' 
.... •• .,'~:~ '1 "' ,;·::.J,..~~ ..... -:::·1·~,.., ,,I .,i-:,.,· ,.Y ,.,: ...... .; .. .1 ........ ~:. _,.1,-·..i~~·. -J.~o...J ... "~· .. . 
,jlctlua ut.,, ... ~'1B-~'-'r:t7, ........... ::'l.d they ,,,.n sup}i.Lr.n:,,.n,, th":' ,,1,..r, }Jt,.rcnn...,,.;s 
f'rorr. the 6nntGol1. ft vnrc:llll {}t' .. E}ol:: in J..::t~Pt .:,£.' ':'..li i .saucD . There i~ 

~ = 1 • t t' ..,~. th' ] ~ •l.; -,c• ~--·• _, ,,.:.;•<•·•,i., ,,.,_·,~ •~~i .. ·I-' •----~ ' "' SOniG uo.,,p 3.l.n Jl ,:... 1., ( C .. Ow.t . .:., .; ,('. 1.•--t,C..:J..d·-'C• "··~,.d.~_,,,._gncct ~or W:J.:n,e. 

weo.r ~.n.<l ac,t f'o:'.' sw:-;::1:-:~·., '}:Lore :i.s nothin1; · .t::-cr: volur,1·,n.ry l:mitios~ . .,.., . ' 

v1fEll'ARE. 

(;:,.) Th0rc ;1ppfiar;:; <::o ;bu r:.o p:i•o':,10:,i c_:• cm.p~,:;y:;.n.~; th~; 'Tion e..s they n.rt 
oniy .:.::t the camp f,:r so 2hort ~ t:u:ie. In ti'~u r,,,:rn tn:~ thoy [l.:"r.: omploycd 
,:,n ,:.rnmp duties ,:::.nd in the ai't'):,:·1:-.,·.~1<~ Tt.,:;y :i.ic doY1r.~ - it is to<) hot to do 
cnything o.l.so. J:-1 the cool oJ' .the 6Vs::nir~~~ thoy JJJ.e.y :f.'ootl1all m1d ho.nd 
ball, Thone (J.I'(: vc "t'''/. pcpui'.1r. . · · .. ,· .. 
(b) All the othcr2 };;w,: co~1~i,h:ro .. bh:: f'rr . .:drm1, · l,,':ing;"1 2.llo·,\fcc. J?,.-'1.S.Jotl 
into the tovm i.:i,ny d:-i:y b,:tv'i:-cn 1-J. o...rr,. n.nd 6 p.l'!. vrith M ~:x:tcnsi;:,n for 
tho cinc;i'.".. In th:- -~-:.ftc rnoor . .:.·.he go.rdcn :i'.~~--,'!)cr:, bu~·. moat rc?fugi0r.s 
pref', 1.· t0 sit on their bed,:::~ •'.:..::' ~-"t is oo hot out:·Jide,. ... ,. 
The wm!le::n sc1,~1' help in t.½c xi.·,-.c:hcn, w-.-,sh ciothc;:.l :::-.nd k.-:c:p .f.h,:ir ro.orr:s 
ol~an .s .. ;cri tidy ['.nd e,n occ!.',s:i.nnnlly tr, the cantGcn V{<J.ich is op€n nc:,.rly 
all dn.y and lv:i.::i n:i.c,:- clc.1n t·:..blc cloths.~ comfort·:,.bL: wiekcr· chairs 
nnd the --.tmo sphere 11nd _d(;~;i.f;!l ,: f Lt C',ru::k to.vcrno.~ 

The :)ld ;.1cn CLrc- -r;>ut ,)rito J~.bs 01r0uhd th.o ,.;-:-,.:np in t.:.-:tc morning, but· hc:1v0 
to be closely supervi.:;Pd or thoy ta.ko rm.y opportunity to dati~ round to 
the ca.'1tccn for. 8. xiokc o.ng o. drink. Some of' the men n.ro fully _ employed 
o.nd pr.id ·fo-.~ th, .ir work. Thcne sto;y. on n.t the: co.mp - ,:-:.~. 2.. boiler man, 
'.'l. M bbl€r,. tho cooks and sari te.r.1 squD.d. · 
The children hq,vc school in thu :aor:1.ing in ::t. spoc:LJ.,'i. r,~,0m w:'.:th troask 
tn.bJ.es and i"or,·t.s - .. abo'Jt 20-30 bo.rs tmd g;irls with ::~ .Cl.reok. schcolrnist:r;:,::lfl. 
Thcr,- fxnnr:rJ to be; ·a: lot of other child!"~r, rt;n)',:ing c~1~ot1'L~· thE, r;:=-.. -ip a:t. tho 
same t:L.-:-.c. Thnr;,i_it~ n0 s:.:hoc- 1. i.n the r,:f'·t;,,rncon ..... nd. tbc an.all 'buys 
o.ppc.:-:u~ to ·oc <~ b;:.t G!~ .":·tr-::>'l.,'b:t,1:;~ .:/i.thcugh thcr;; i,s ·smr,-::body vho ·~or.1oa 
in f o'l" Y·:·"t",.th Mov,.r:u.:::n·~a cmd D.lmost ;_·•.~c·ry i.:d:.'tcrnc;ory. the, boys n.re to.kon 
0ut into thG country in [\..'1 0r.r.,y L,x:~,· i'or n. :, r::cttbJ.oH. 

AD. rc,fur_• ccs nr .:1 ai:-iin.;.'cntcd vri'-c.1"1. ·~·.:-,c~.r -:iic:t·r:.,..;fl '_:d arriv:~l. 
(
. r '1 ']'II..,, (t/\ c.·',' ➔ ·'1" !r ,:.:I, ,.. ·•!'I•~ r·· -:,,-.,.-, :...·. •: ... r· :.•l . ,m-- :t.' "' k-·,·,-.,·~.+. ·vc .. r", - , .. ,,.·1. 0,c' •. tl 'J. "'1 

,.L, , .. l~-~ .,'"V ·.·. ,..,J.. V t ~.1. , . iJc:.;_:.. . ._,. _,., •.J •• r,..,, ., . ,.., .~~"'lnjJ .. -• ~ , v .. U.... , .:,.,..., .. 

tidy n.n.i thi.::• L:1 do~ic. co:-:ooic:-~tb·c: <:.y ,'.:-,d r:u '.~ j',3t f (; '!' ·:-1.nspecti;i;1.S. 
(::,) 7:l-H. ,>thGl:' cr:np t•:.1.s .:1 r,·on: .i.\;'t' .t .. ,w-:;r::: w.Li.;n. [. lt•.und:ry ,:~ttnchcd . Wo1i1on. 

W'.i.Jh olot~;:is very wc1:1 cm1 :i.·~·ccr,wn-L.Ly, ::i-._i·" J:t •i.:: c:X:ctcdi:igly difficult 
to p.;;rsu2:lc t:·1c;rr: 't'c.·t;;_:k:::; : eh.,-•.J,,;' ·3:. o.:.:·.. I'hcr,. i2 :-:,: and C :ru.nning n.11 
the tir1c c,1n7 dcl.) Ro1.•1,1 [? t.r·::: k• .. ft n·:ry r;lc::.n ::..nd t:idy. 

iv!ED I CJA .L • 

(::1) The; non'£ hr;n"lth iD !' C'f=n., :rtr;C, to bo ,·o--y :",:,),');; 
Si:)U'tth. un-..;il t~·\c doc''.,,Ol .. J;.('...t:1,~~C!J !11Jt .. e:.-►, fi:.1· <h.li.:;",· · 

indooo 
Th l::l'O 

. 
is 

No 1~1r:.n i::' pc stcd 
a. vary ;;o~,d little 

, 



• • -23- -MI r;iom with o. permnnont Greek mc<lic~,l orderly (vr ry highly thought 
of) . Serious cases ure srnt to the Franch mili t8.ry honpitn.l in Aloppo. 
Only two such cases have oceured in recent r-wnth s . 
(b) The others have o. good UI r,)ur1 with o. renidont Grcc:k doctor . two 
British VAD I s [1,nd sor.1e Greek girls trt'..ining to bo nurses . A mo.11 
h ,::;pital wn,rd ,)f o.bout lo· beds cupeo with mi n0r illnenses !'..nd there 
is o.n iso lo.tLrn W'.1.rd for infecti;)Us ct:hscs . Rccc ntly there h11Cl been 
o.n outbroo.k of measles Olllong the children., but there wo,s only one 
f'lmily in the hospit.::.l at the time nursing a mcnto.l c·,so. Children 
ho.ve been born while women ':.re at the c8.mp > but the mothers ':.lwo,ys go 
dovm to the hospit:1.l in thE' tovvn for thdr .::.ccouchcmcnt . There is 
very little illnGSS on tht ,"11018 as the oitc i s healthy up on o.. hill 
awo.y from thr tovm. Mosquito nets arc issued to ::i.11 C'.nd there h:-,s 
bcon no mnlario. . 

MORALE, 

(e,) The m,.n only sta.y for so short n. time tho.t few problEmn o..risc. The 
OC is noticrably liked by a ll. 
(b) Of the othu ::i the:: women seem contented sewing on their beds or w~sh ing 
clothes or hclpinr~; in t11c kitchen> the childrfm to hc.vc soner\!h~,t in­
o..doqu'1tn dir ection '.1.nd the 1:1.r.n to be quite h2-ppy with their co..ntccn .?,nd 
noncth i m; to do in the mornings . It is obviously en n.dv0nt2..gc ho,ving 
thr. town nc,rby with o, cin0r11a> shopo~ etc . to which the r.:fugcos can go 
o.t o.ny tine. 
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September 10, 1943 

Establishment of Middle East 
Relief and Refugee Administration 

Mr. Ryan 
Assembly Hall 
Main Building 

V. A. TURNER 

In accordance with our telephone conversation of this 
morning I have reviewed the material we have in the files 
regarding the establishment and functions of the Middle 
East Relief and Refugee Administration. This material is 
not as complete as might be desired due, I believe, to the 
return of Ralph Bain to the United States and the sudden de­
parture of Barber for Khartoum immediately after the forma­
tion of the Administration. It is presumable that Bain report­
ed orally on the subject and because of his illness did not 
prepare a written report. I have therefore brought together 
the various references to the Administration that I have been 
able to locate and have set them down in chronological order. 

The earliest reference to the possibility of the estab­
lishment of such an Administration is contained in a paraphrase 
of cable #999 from the American Minister at Cairo to the De­
partment of State. This cable, which was forwarded to the 
Chairman by the Under Secretary of State, is dated June 15, 
1942. In it Mr. Kirk made the following comment and explana­
tion: 

"The lack of foresight and the makeshift 
methods which have hitherto marked the efforts 
to deal with the problem of foreign refugees in 
this area have been the object of concern for 
some time. As the influx of refugees has been 
threatened or materialized various welfare 
agencies in the Middle East have assisted in 
their care up to the present there has been no 
organized plan for this problem as a whole al­
though the British authorities have in general 
assumed responsibility therefor. vith the threaten­
ed exodus of Poles from Russia and the possibility 
of the removal or escape of Greeks from occupied 

territory the possibility that a grave situation 
might develop at any time here becomes apparent. 
I, therefore, conferred with Ralph Bain, American 
Red Cross representative in the Middle ~ast whose 

judgment 
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judgment and resourcefulness have constituted a 
source of strength in all relief emergencies which 
have confronted us here, and he prepared at my 
request a proposal for the coordination of all 
Allied refugee relief in the Middle East. On the 
basis of that proposal the British authorities and 
the Minister of State in particular decided to co­
ordinate the work of relief organizations estab­
lished in this area with special reference to Anglo­
American cooperation and steps were ta.ken to form 
a local relief and refugee committee under the 
chairmanship of the British Ambassador on which I 
agreed to serve as well as a Central Executive 
Committee under the office of the Minister of State 
on which Mr. Bain agreed to serve as American Red 
Cross liaison. 

"Following meetings of those committees the 
Minister of State sent a telegram to the Foreign 
Office in London stating inter alia that the refu­
gee problem in this area might comprise over 20,000 
Poles, Greeks and lv1al tese requiring relief within 
the next few weeks, that 55,000 additional Poles 
might reach Iran in the near future and that un­
less steps were t~~en to prevent the exodus of 
hundreds of thousands of Poles might come from the 
Soviet Union within the next months. In view 
therefore of the gravity and magnitude of the 
problem the Minister of State recommended that 
the entire problem be placed before the "ifor Cabinet 
in London with the proposal that efforts be made 
to allocate refugees to South Africa, the East 
African colonies, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, 
Madagascar, the Belgian Congo, Portugese East 
Africa, the United States and Canada." 

In section two of the cable Mr. Kirk outlined a plan for 
the establishment of an Inter-allied Commission to deal with 
refugee problems. 

As a result of the receipt of this cable, we sent the 
following message to Barber on June 18, 1943: 

"ME 131. In view information reaching us from all 
sources, including your reports reference present 
and anticipated refugee problems Iran we prepared 
undertake early shipment food, clothing for women, 
children, and medical supplies sufficient temporary 

care 
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care 30,000 refugees, Iran. ,e propose consign to 
AMcross for distribution in accordance present general 
procedure but assume British prepared maintain primary 
responsibility relief problems that area and will 
welcome such Amcross assistance. Please clear im­
mediately British aut11.orities and advise." 

To Mr. lelles note of transmittal, the Chairman replied on 
June 19, 1942 in part as follows: 

''I have read with interest the telegram from the 
American Minister in Cairo with reference to ~etting 
up a governmental organization to deal with the refu­
gee problem in the Middle East enclosed in your note 
of June 17th. 

"I have discussed this with Mr. Richard Allen, our 
Vice Chairman in Charge of Foreign Operations, and we 
both agree that this is primarily a govern.mental problem 
and concur in the recommendations of Alex Kirk. As the 
refugees are in British controlled territory, it is 
necessary that the British will take the lead and 
responsibility. I regret to say, however, that thus 
far the British have done an awfully poor job in all 
their refugee and relief undertakings. For that 
reason, when something along this line was first sub­
mitted to us we thought it unwise to have the American 
Red Cross represented on the Committee over which we 
really have no control and thus get the brunt of a 
failure to do a creditable job. With the view, however, 
of being of as much assistance as possible in a situa­
tion where we do not have the control, we suggested 
that our representative, Mr. Bain, should act as a 
liaison in order that we might be of as much help as 
possible. The supplies which we sent to the Middle East 
are now practically all distributed but if transporta­
tion is available we could,of course, send additional 
supplies ••••••••••• " 

"The British will want us to do the job, but if they 
are in command, as they should be under the circumstances, 
we simply would be unable without a free hand to do a 
creditable job which tije American Red Cross is accustomed 
to doing. Therefore, we should take a secondary place 
and help as much as we can under the circumstances. 

In a memorandum covering a conference with Messrs. M. T. 
Matthews, Pickard, Barber and Bain on June 23, 1942, Mr. Bain 
stated: 

"As a result of cable ME-131 from Washington, we 

contacted 
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contacted the British authorities in connection 
with relief for Poles. 

"Mr. Matthews is to be in charge of the 
MERRA (Middle East Relief and Refugee dministration) 
under the Minister of State, who has full au­
thority and control. A special policy committee 
on refugee activities has been formed as part of 
the ,ar Council in which the American Minister and 
the British Ambassador serve with the Minister of' 
State. 

"As a result of our conference with Mr. Matthews, 
the following information and recommendations wer~ 
obtained: 

"The British authorities will assume the primary 
responsibility f'or relief problems in the Middle­
East. They most heartily welcome Amcross assistance. 
They anticipate bringing refugees from Persia and 
establishing a camp at Basra where they will be 
moved by boat to their final destination somewhere 
in South Africa. The whole scheme to be operated as 
a coordinate plan under the M.E.R.R.A •• 

"The Poles are to remain in Persia only during a 
reconditioning and transitory period. An effort is 
being made to cooperate with the Russian authorities 
to control the exodus of Polish refugees from 
Persia and to give proper care for those entering 
the Middle East. 

"The British Army is to provide basic rations. The 
A.R.C. is requested to cooperate by supplying such 
needed items to overcome malnutrition and supplement 
Army rat ions ••••••••••••• " 

On June 25, 1942, Mr. Bain cabled: 

"155. Your 131. All British Relief activities now 
being coordinated under llinister of State, known as 
Middle East Relief and Refugee Administration, with 
Matthews as Director. Conference today clarifies 
following. Greek children scheme held up due to 
recent developments. British accept primary responsi­
bility and welcome Amcross assistance. British Army 
to furnish rations for refugees with result that 
milk, soup powders and vitamin concentrates will be 
urgently needed." 

A report 
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A report preps.red by Mr . More on September 3, 1942, 
with regard to the discussions a.tan inter-office confer­
ence, held on September 1, to discuss the problems of 
present and future Middle Ea.st Relief Operations, contains 
the following: 

"Mr. Bain ma.de the following statements: , •••• With the 
establishment of the Middle East Relief and Refugee Ad­
ministration under the Ministry of State, the British have 
recosnized the necessity of some central organization for 
the ca.re and movement of refugee groups . This organization 
under the capable administration of Mr . Matthews and with the 
authority and financial backins of the Ministry of State would 
appear to be an effective group with whom the ~~merican Red 
Cross could cooperate in any future program of expansion.' 11 

In a letter to Mr .. vvelles dated September 10, 1942, 
the Chairman stated : 

"I am further informed that there has been, until recently 
a notable lack of coordination on the :cart of the British 
authorities responsible for relief operations in the Middle 
East , but that largely due to the efforts of Mr . Kirk, our 
Minister , the situation has now been greatly improved by 
the establishment of the Middle Bast Relief and Refugee Ad­
ministration, directed by Mr. M. Natthews , who is in turn 
directly responsible to Mr . Casey, the British Minister of 
State. The Middle Bast Relief and Refugee Administration 
is now responsible for all care of refugees, including tempor­
ary care, care during the evacuation to other reception areas, 
and for their eventual repatria.tion. 11 

A memorandum prepared by Mr . Bain, on the arrival of 
Polish and Greek refugees in Ea.st Africa, dated November 7, 
1942, commences: "Today I interviewed Mr . Pickard at MERRA 
who is assistant to Mr . Matthews , in charge of the movements 
of refugees." This is the only reference I have been able 
to discover among our records which deals with the composition 
of the administration and the individual assignments of its 
personnel. 

However, in a report to Mr . Homer Davis , Acting Director 
of the Greek ar Relief Association, dated at Cairo, December 
19, 1942, Miss Dorothy H. Cox , a field representative of that 
association makes the following explanation of the means 
MERRA uses for the accomplishment of its work: 

"MERRA 
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"MERRA is a 6oing concern with which no other set up 
could hope to compete, both because of its experience and 
its resources. It draws. freely on the British Anny. Army 
personnel is used for management of the camps, for doctors 
in the hosp itals, for instructors in handicrafts, etc. For 
supplies, they have access not only to Army stores but to 
British Red Cross and American Red Cross supplies. The 
American Red Cross is working with them in a way that our 
smaller agencies would do well to emulate. They have had a 
long familiarity with this situation of which we are just 
beginning to learn s anething." 

In a later report sent from Ankara on January 2, 1943, 
Miss Cox adds this further explanation regarding the composi­
tion and activities of the Adrninis tration: 

"The people who have been of greatest assistance to me 
have been the NJ.ERA pronounced as one word. It is a British 
set-up the Middle ,;,;ast Relief and Refugee Association, the 
head man Mr. M. T. ulathews, most extraordinarily able, de­
lightful and kindly, and his assistant, Mr . Pickard, an ex­
Oxforddon, high strung, intelligent, a driver. This organiza­
tion which is responsible for both the refugees and relief 
in occupied countries 1s part of the British Mid . Bast G.H.Q. 
They run their camps with army personnel, they draw their 
supplies from the Army hence have access to Lend-Lease, but 
there is no red tape, they draw direct (through Fred Winant) 
without going through other channels. This being so there is 
nothing I could contribute to which they do not alr·eady have 
access. Their medical supplies they got largely (80%) from 
the American Red Cross. The Red Cross works in no sort of 
competition with them, but cooperates and works through them. 
The only one of their camps I have seen so far, Moses Wells 
opposite Suez, is a model of organization. Captain Ralli 
(British Army and son of the well known Ralli Brothers) is in 
charge, the doctors are Greek Army, the rest of the staff 
British Army, mostly officers with a couple of non-coms on 
convalescent leave. Only two, Captain Ralli and one other are 
permanent ••••. . • 11 

Van Arsdale Turner 
Acting Assistant Director, Civilian Relief 

Insular and Foreign Operations 
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AIRGRAlVI 

Cairo 

DatEd SEptEmbEr 10, 1943 

REC 1 d SEptEmbEr 16 , 12 noon 

SEcrEtary of StatE , 

Viashington 

A- 10 , SEptEmbEr 10. 5 :10 p .m. 

DEpartmEnt 1 s GrEEk SEriEs 21, August 26th . 

For GrEEk War REliEf Association from GEorgE \.lhitE: 

11 Summary situation aftEr satisfactory confErEncEs 
AmErice.n , GrEEk and· MERRA officials •. In gEnEral car:1ps 
appEar opErating satisfactorily undEr prE eE nt administra­
tions . BEliEVE bEst immEdiat E assistancE from GrEEic ivO.r 
REliEf rEimburs~mEnt appr ovEd EXpEnditurEs rEtroactivE to 
April first . At prEsEnt MERRA dirEotly rEsponsiblE 
administration 1400 rEfugEES two camps Syria , 700 two 
groups PalEstinE , 1300 MosEs ~Ells , Cyprus 5000 administErEd 
local GrEEk CommittEE appointEd by and undEr supErvision 
Colonial GovErnmEnt . BElgian Congo 2400, tEn localitiEs 
administErEd BElgian GovErnmE □ t loca l GrEEk community 
coopErating but sm3. ll and rEsourcEs limitEd . Abyssinia 
800 two camps 500 additional going soon third camp , PrEsEnt 
administration und Er l ocal GrEEk Committ~E with limitEd 
funds likE l y rEquirE assistnncE soon . Tanganyika 500 in 
transit undEr Colonial administration , ult i matE dEsti □ation 
uncErtain . Total 12 , 100 . FEW constantly filtEring in . 
MERRA ovErhEad ExpEnsEs bornE Entir Ely by British GovErn­
mEnt, thEir camps largEly staffEd by Br itish officErs on 
Army pay , nEithEr itEm chargEd to GrEEk GovErnmEnt . ThEsE 
camps draw British Army rations , thEr EforE food costs low . 
'.::arEful ana l ysis 1vIERRA ExpEnditurEs April to JunE , dEducting 
EquipmEnt having rEsalE va l uE also spEcial contributions 
privatE organizations , total 24 , 000 a l l monEys quotEd in 
pounds stErling . This amount covErs food , transportation , 
local wagEs , pock Et monEy, clothing , mEdical and miscEllanE­
ous suppliEs . In addition GrEEk GovErnmEnt WElfarE DEriart­
mEnt has somE EXpEnSES in MERRA adrninistEre:d camps which WE 
arE now analyzing opproximetEly 11 , 400 for quartEr Ending 
JunE . Cyprus accounts submittEd dirEct Colonial OfficE 
London, MERRA has no dEtailEd knowlEdgE . EstimatE for yEar 
1943 was about 20 ., 000 monthly . ·;;E quEstion policy Cyprus 
cash allowancEs but doubt advisability changing now . BElgian 

Congo 
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Congo acc ounts submittEd dirEct ForEign OfficE London . 
1VI~RRi has somE statistical and narrativE rEports rEgarding 
Congo but no dEtailEd financial statEmEnts . S~mmary rE ­
fundablE EXpE'nditurEs quartEr Ending JunE 30th : IAERRA 
24 , 000 , GrEEk GovErnmEnt BElfarE appr oximatEly 11 , 400 , 
CJprus ' 55 , 000 , Congo rough EstimstE 25 , 000 , total 115 , 400 . 
SuggEst ~E arrangE cErtifiEd 2c countant ExnminE accounts thEs 
four 2dministrativE and disbursing agEnts c Ertifying propEr 
vouchErs inspEctEd for it Ems GrEEk '\'Var REliEf considEI'S 
rEimbursablE and thEn GrEEk War REliEf rEfund to Each a~ Ency 
thESE ExpEnditurES giving t o GrEEk GovErnmEnt c opiES of 
accountant ' s statEmEnts and duplicatE rEcEipts for cash 
rEfundEd ~ This t o bE donE quartErly vJhich is f is c::-.1 pEriod 
for NIERR.'~ to closE its accounts for submission to London . 
Congo would rEquirE trip thErE to arrang.E nccountant ' s 
cErtificatE . Action on Abyssinia dElayEd pEnding furthEr 
informati on now unavailablE . For futurE coordination end 
financial control rEcommEnd organizo.tion committEE undn .... 
PrEsj_dn10y GrEEk PrimE Mi nistEr suggEstEd MERR:1 1 s mEmo 
July 6th,G.nd GrEEk PrimE MinistEr ' s July 28th rEStricting 
our participation to rEfugEEs outsidE GrEECE ns p:Er your 
cablE ~ugust 24th . REgarding your suggEstion GrEEk War 
REliEf takE c omplEtE chG.rgE cErtain camps mEntioning Cyprus 
in particul ar WE fEEl duE to dElicatE situation Existing 
bEtwEEn GovErnmEnt and local population that it is unwisE 
to ask for full control . WE erE alrEndy assisting in dEVEl ­
opmE □ t spEcial handicraft and_wElfarE activitiEs madE 
possiblE by gEnErous spEcial contribution from England . 
BEliEVE satisfactory arrangEmEn t s for coopEration can bE 
madE with Cyprus GovErn□Ent . M~RR~ suggEsts GrEEk ~3r 
REliEf takE full financial rEsponsibility Cong o or lbys sinia 
or both . No rEports any sort nvailablE on Abyssinia . 
GrEEk MinistEr WE l farE now in ~byssinia f ollowing visit 
to Congo . If you wish WE can mEEt him thErE t o invEstignt E 
conditions and dEtErminE advisnbility of accEpting full 
rEsponsibility . MEanwhilE rEquEst authorization sEarch 
locnlly two womEn undErtakE occupational and WElfarE work 
MosEs ;v"Ells undEr supErvision Mrs 41 VJhitE . 'Ihis wE l comEc1 by 
iviERRl1. . Publicity must bE plnnn Ed diplomatically so :.:::s not 
to prEjudicE assistancE also bEing givEn by othEr privatE 
agEnciEs but bEliEVE this can bE arrangEd through GrEEk 
GovErnmEnt and othEr mEans . PrEsEnt organization titlE whEn 
usEd abroad has no suggEstion ;di,Erican or i gin . SuggESt for 
considEration GrEEk ;iVR r REliEf of J.,mEric8. . Had alrEadv con ­
tactEd Mouratiadi comrnittEE wi ll follow up suggEstionsu 
your cnblE S,EptEtnbEr 3d . 11 

KIRK 

GW/VJB/rag 
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Paraphrase of Outgoine Telegram 

::B1'RLE (AC ' .. ) 

l'O : 

, ,,,_., At GU,.; • 4:, 19~3 , 11 n . rn . 

SE I S _,Q • 
..., 
' . 

CO:JFID.cllfTIAL 

YOUR GREEK SE?.r'S 27 , JULY 30 , 10 e.:n., 21 , AUGU.:3. 3, 9 . a . '7 ., 

and 32, AUGUST 3 , 10 a . m. 

SEE STATE D.r1PA:1 ::S TT !:!S'::.'!WC~I")_rs ~ O. 419 , date M~r 5 , 1943 to L-!.GATI':'.J 
AT CAI .O. 

fr. George \Vhite , Jicosi2. , Cy:)rus , is bei.uo; c:m)olnted by the 

Gr-?ek · .. c r Glief As s oci r- tion , z.s itr renrese,1.t~tive anr asking him on 

uroceedlng to Cciro to undertake discussions reg~rai.ng the Ar"'ocictirm 1 s 

~roposed particip~tion in aid to the reek refugees in .A.fric end tne 

~fear Ecst Y1 ith ,rnRR.A end the Greek Govern.neut . Self- expl rotory e.nd 

detailed instructions from the Associ: tion ;:re being trrnsmi tt f for 

c1eliver-y to ··r . ifu•te by sen.?"'rte telegram. 

Mr . 7'.ai te should be renaere<" a~Y)ro:pri2te cssist~nce . 

You/ should , howl.'ver , e:nph, size to him tb.,'l.t he should limit 

himself strictly to refugee m2tte1·s en'' shoulc: not discuss ~~ost- w2r 

relief question in hi~ Pc.rtici~otion in &"ly com•ni ttee . :~r . Trsoud,,,ros 1 

m·::-un<'l 0 r"'t:-ndine shoulr- bP correctect · y rec llin~ to his ~ tte:1tion of 

the lan,u _:;e of trn penultimete ".l.'."l"" re..,h of my l0t":"'-r re," uing t:1e 

a coJy of '\"J'1ich w s enclo!:'.:.d in the De•r-tnent 1 s ~nstru.cti.ons noted in 

reference . Plans of the Greek th-r Relief Associ~tion to undertd:e 
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program of o.S • stc..."'l.ce for the Gr 0 e 1c refUP,Pes in Africa end. the Ne:1r E:_:ist 

are purovec.. by this Govenunent , a,nd necess2ry arrangements -v;ill be m.;:,ce 

fore ~en in~ good offices . It should be cle2rly understood, however 

that the A soci ~tion I s nroposals c.re Drive,te ones 2nd as such must be 

in accord2nce , i th the laws and regulations govern in~ relief societies 

2.dmini.st·red by the President ' s War Relief Control :Boaa , and th;:,t this 

Government is in no way resuonsible for them. 



• E R R A 

See file : Gree! ar Re]ief Association -----------------
for airgra11 o"" JPl T 7 , 194.~ .:'ro Cairo , "or proposed 
coordinc.t:'...on bet· e n ~· }( .A c.rr Crc 1

., nr ~ eli ef 
Assoc:ation - Re~ly , Au . 24 ro Le~ tio~ , Cairo . 
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Fryer's letter 093/14/43 -
among the Greek refugees) and the cl1ildren from the same 
families-had never been to school before. 

These camps, and the million personal problems 
which crop up in them, afford a very valuable training 
ground for what tho liberating administration will 
find when it lands in the Balkans. Enough is knovm 
about conditions in those countries to make it certain 
that there wi~l be enormous problems of food and shelter, 
and the training in the camps is being directed towards 
having personnel -- British as well as Greek, etc . -­
ready. MERRA is just about to organize a 2-3 weeks 
course for administrative personnel. 

There arc two importantpspects of the planning 
for relief operations in the Balkans; one is that, as 
at present plann0d, the Army Civil Affairs Branch (~MGOT) 
will do all the work for the initial period, which for 
planning purposes is assumed to be six months. MERRA has 
only a small administrativo 3taff -- three or four mcm 
who obviously cannot do field work.. Of course,whon 
UNRRA comes into being this picture may be altered., 

The other point is the gr0at emphasis placed 
here on tho assistdilcc to be obt.a ined from voluntary 
soci~ties. As I said above, the ~merican Red Gros~ 
and others have supplied considorablo quantities of cloth­
ing and other supplies. But even · more important are the 
arrangements, now being worked out, for the use of their 
personnel on relief work~ The Army (Civil Affairs Branch) 
have asked for a number of "teams 11 to run refugee camps,, 
mobile clinics, etc. Each voluntary society will fur­
nish one or more teams,and each team will usually be an 
all purpose group of half a dozen men capable of doing, 
between them, all the varied jobs that have to be tackled, 
for example, in running a camp. 

All of these voluntary societies (there are 15 
or 16 different ones) have come out with the American, 
British, or Allied Forces, and their personnel who come on 
to relief work will be released from their obligations to 
the Army to do welfare or ambulance work. 

Since the administration of relief is to be 
an · Army responsibility, it has been relatively easy to 
persu~de the Army to use t½e personnel of these voluntary 
societies whom they know already and who arc, of course 
in some sort of uniform. But negotiations between the' 
societies and the Army have all been through MERRA which 
has set up a Council of Voluntary Societies for Baikan 
Relief., Thus,Herra is recognized by the Army as the 
expert advisory staff on relief --~ to such an extent that 

OFR M 3'96 
August Si) 1943 

, 
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Fryer's letter of 14/4.3 

Dear Fryer, 

• c/o W.T.Mathews, 
Middle East Relief & 
Refugee Administration 
c/o G.H.Q., M.E.F. 

In case I do not pass your way when I leave 
here, I am sending a few lines to give you a -broad im­
pressiot of the work here. 

It is mainly one of contrast, because the work 
here has been different from ours . The main task has 
been that of moving refugees~ These arrived in two 
main streams. One - Poles fromRussia - came through 
Iran; about 35,000 men,women , children, not counting 
the organized Polish troops who came in at the same . 
time. Tha other stream, about 20 ,000 to date, consist 
of 12 other nationalities, with Greeks from the Aegean 
islands preponderating -- arain, men , women and children. 
Ih both cases, all the able bodied men and most of the 
younger women were cut out of the refugee str0am and dir­
ected ·1nto their national armie~ or wom0n 1 s auxiliary 
corps. · This left tho compos.i. tion of refugees to old 
men , mothers and children (many of v!hom have been born 
enroute) . 

JIIERRA . has established a chain of cs3-mps through 
Persia, Syria and EGypt, where th3se str0ams have been 
sorted and passed on to their final destination · -- settle­
ments in Ethiopia, Kenyn, Uganda, Belgian Congo, Rhodesia, 
etc . The negotiation of these settlements with the gov­
ernments concerned was a MERRA responsibility., Their 
preparation was undertaken by the local people. An idea 
of the task can bo gathered 1'rom the fact that Ugenda~ 
which normally has'a white population of 2,000, received 
5,000 refug0~s. 

Tho camps in Iran (now closing, but may be re­
opened if more Poles come out of Russia) S.yriu and Egypt 
are staffed by Army personnel inqluding Greek and Polish 
doctors who, themselves often refugees, thought some 
v10re Greek residents in Egypt, wdro given commissions in 
their respective national armies . But all these camps 
are administered by MERRA.. Supplias come partly from 
Army stocks, partly_from voluntary societies -- American 
British and Greek Red Crosses,Gr0ek War Relief Fund (USA~ 
etc . The nurses who help the doctors have boon recruited 
from the rofugcos t·homsol vcs and trained in tho camps. 
In the Moses Wells camp, ·which I visited,there are o. dozen 
school-teachers -- all rocruito~ and trained in the camp 
by the h .. rndmistress . She was the only trained te:=.i.cher 
to start with , and has dono a sterling job, when one con­
siders that her assistants nearly all come from fisher­
folk families (there are few, if any, middle class folk 

OFR M 396 · 
August 31 , 1 S43 
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the Army has sent some of its Civil Affairs Officers 
to b0 trained under MERPill at Moses Wells Camp . 

One last point . The Army has decided that 
it cannot undertak0 tho det...1iled issue ~f relief food 
and clothing in kind; it cannot affo~ the necessary 
personnel, cv0n with the help of the one or two hundred 
work0rs which it expects to got from the voluntary 
socictie~. So the present plan is for the Army to 
issue suppli0s in bulk to the local channels of distri­
bution, and to giv0 individual families relief in cash 
so that they can buy food Gtc., at the storos , (of 
course prices will be controlled)5 H0re again, this 
may be altered if and when t1-1e Army hands over to UNRRA . 

I hope I have said enou6h to show :mu that , . 
from the point of view of practico.l work having a direct 
bearing on re1ief in Europe , the people h ,3rc have a lot 
of valuable experience . I would strongly suggest that 
you either come or send a deputation (on which I would 
suggest tho inclusion of Harakas) to pick the brains of 
people hero . I would even co further and say that it 
would pay to ask Matthews, whose address is at the head 
of this let tor, to lot ycm send half a dozen of your best 
men to the tra:i.ning course which is due to start next 
month . 

My warmest regards to you and all , 

OFR: M 396 
August 31, 1943 

s/ Eyre Cartor 



A. Parsons Letter of 
' . COPY ~x, ATB/~520/101 

Civil Affairs B~h, A. ~ .~b), -::::: 
G.H. Q. M.~.f . 

Director General, 
M. E. R. R. A. 

Extn. M. E. 523-4 

11th August, 1943 

It is generally accepted that Voluntary Workers will be required 
in the Balkan territories to be dealt with by A.T. (B), under 
two headings, 

(i) Medical 
(ii) Relief 

2. In order to ach ieve this object certain personnel and equip­
ment will, in principle, have to be supplied by Voluntary Societies 
organised by you and functioning in the territoreis under the C,A.B. 

3. I understand that in order that you may be in a position to 
call upon Voluntary Organisations for assistance you want a state­
ment from C.A. B. as to what personnel and equpment will actually 
be required. 

4. With this object in view, the following is the position: 

(a) If C.A. B. are called upon to send Administrations 
into any of the four countries under study (Greece, 
Dodecanese, Albania, and Yugoslavia), Voluntary 
Organisations as referred to above will definitely 
be required. 

(b) It is :impossible to say precisely when, or where, as 
this depends on the international situation and the 
result of military operations 

(c) It is probable that the notice that we shall be able 
to give you in requesting such assistance to be de­
finitely sent in will be very brief 

(d) It should be pointed out that the C.A.B. can in no 
way hold itself responsible for accomodating or other­
wise look after any voluntary personnel in the period 
before going in to the territory 

5. wdth these reservations it is considered that the following 
person..Tlel and equipment on am inimum basis should be prepared. 

Medical Personnel 

( i) Individual Heal th /elf are vi orkers -
women (possibly to include teams to start 
recruitment to national societies and to 
give general health instructions) 

(ii) Mobile Medical Teams •••• 30 
composed of: 1 KO 

1 Nurse 
l Nursing Assistant 

120 persons 

270 persons 



9 1 Hygiene and sanitatioAan 
1 clerk interpreter 
4 Driver orderlies 

(One of the team to be the administrative l e ader) 

{iii) 

(iv) 

Disinfestor Units••• 10 
l MO Bacteriologist 
2 laboratory technicians 
2 general duty orderlies 
1 clerk interpreter 

Medical s tores Officers and Assistants 
(to include at least some dispensers) 

1Eedical Equipment and Stores other t han vehicles: 

This is already on order through C.A. B. channels and 
will be handled in the field by above pe rsonnel 

Refugee and Relief Personnel 

{i) Teams to deal with Refugee and Relief Problems 

20 persons 

40 persons 

100 persons 

It is particularly requested that the individuals selected 
as leaders of these tearns should be competent administrators with 
common sense and tact, who could wit~ advantage be given sane 
C.A. B. training, and it is further requested with this in view 
that they should be made available as soon as possible. 

Refugee and Relieg Equipment 

No equipment for Refugee camps, soup kitchens, etc., 
has been ordered. Thus any equ ipment which Voluntary Societies can 
provide will be valuable. It is particularly important that volun­
tary societies should as far as possible provide adequate equpment 
and transport for the team themselves. 

Transport 

It is particularly emphasized that transport is likely to 
be very short. Any transport therefore that can be made available 
from Voluntary sources will help very considerably in meeting the 
meeical, relief and refugee problems. 

(signed) A. Parsons 
Major Genersl 

CHIEF CIVIL.AFFAIRS OPFICER 



(COPY) 

Mr. W. T. Fatthe•vs, 
Director General, 
M. E. R. R. A. 

-
ATB/26520 

CIVIL AFFAIRS BRANCH, 
G.H •• , M.E.F. 
Extn. M. E. 523-4 

31st July, 1943. 

Civil Affairs Branch vis-a-vis Voluntary Organisations. 

General Principles 

I understand you had a discussion yesterday with Lt Col. 
Smith-Dorri en and :·aj or Keswick regq_rr! ing the general principles 
concerning the relationship between Civil Affairs Branch and the 
Voluntary Organisations. I write to confirm these ~eneral 
principles as set out below. 

1. C.A.B. will only deal with Voluntary Organisations locally 
through MERRA. All requests, information and instructions from 
C.A.B. to the voluntary organisations will pass through this single 
channel, and HERRA will be responsible for co-ordinating the vBrious 
Voluntary Organisations and for conveying to them C.A.B. decisions. 

2. C.A.B. having decided what assistance it requires from Volun­
tary Organisations will communicate these decisions to MERRA only. 
C.A.B. will make no general recommendations with regara to relief-­
short or long terrn--other than specific requests. 

0. C.A.B. will keep MERRA informed regarding the lim1.ts of 
its planning and estimated prov1.sions to meet that planning. 
Any further or additional preparations beyond C.A.B. limits 
will be the responsibil~ty or for the consideration of the 
Voluntary Organisations. C.A.B. will make no recommend;::itions 
for any plans other than its own estimated demands for the 
emergency period. 

4. C.A.B. in employing voluntary aid will undertRke no legal 
or financial obligations except in providing transport to the 
occupied territoriP.s and facilitating the arawing of army food 
rations against payment or credit by the Voluntary pem,nnel. 

5. All Voluntary Organisations• personnel who are permitted to 
:so to occupied territoriew during the emergency period of military 
responsibility will be under the control and discipline of C.A.B. 

(A) The following 1s a.n example showing how principle 2 
above will work •••• 

C.A.B. will estimate the number of hospital nurses 
considered necessary during the period of military 
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responsibility in Greece and will request MERRA to 
assist by arranging for Voluntary Organisations to 
provide the necessary trained personnel. This in 
no way limi~s the scope of the Voluntary Organisations 
in making their own estimates for long term relief. 

(B) Si~ilarly to illustrate principle 3, the procedure 
will be as follows •..• 

JK/GDT 

C.A.B. will inform MERRA regarding its pl~nning for 
Civil Supplies of clothing to meet estimated essential 
demand during the military responsibility period--i.e. 
the btrnis on which estima.tes are being calculated and 
the actual amount of clothing being prepared by C;A.B. 

With this knowled~e of C.A.B. limited commitments the 
Voluntary Organisations ffill be able to make their own 
estimates for the lon~er period of rehabilitation on 
possibly a more generous scale and to meet other 
phases of destitution and relief which do not come 
under military responsibility. 

(Sgd.) A. PAHSOWS 

Major General. 
CHIB:F CIVIL AFFAIRS OFFICER. 



MERRA 

See file: Private Agencies - Cairo Council of 
Voluntary Agencies: for memorandum 
28 October 1942, for 11st of Cairo 
Demands for Relier Units and Number 
of ;¥orkers Sent from British Voluntary 
Societies 
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