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THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL.

+ 19410.4.5. The International Militery Tribunal appointed by the Chorter of

~=Tugust 8th, 1945, for the trial of the major war criminals of the Axis,

held its first public session on October 18th, 1945, for the purpose of
receiving the indictment against 2, Nazi leaders.

The judges composing the Tribunal were: British: Lord Justice
AWRENCE, who it was believed would preside; Deputy: Nr. Justice BIRKETT.
French: DONNEDIEU de VALRES; Deputy: M. FALCO; Russian: General
NIKICHENKO; Deputy: M. VOLCHKOV. United Stetes: Mr. Francis BIDDLE;
Deputy: Mre. Justice PARKER.

The indietment was presented to the Tribunal by the leading counsel
for the prosecution, namely: British: Sir He SHAWCROSS; French: M.
F. de MENTHON; Russian: General RUDENKO; United States: Justlce Robert
Ho JJ’SG}‘;.%I"O

The accused numbered twenty-four, namely:

KRUFP von Bohlen und Halbach, Gustav

GORING, Hermann Wilhelm
HESS, Rudolph - RAECER, Erish

RIBSENTROP, Joachim von DONITZ, Karl

IEY, Rcbert
ROSENBERG, Alfred
FRANK, Hans
KALTENBRUNNER, Ernst
FRICK, Wilhelm
STREICHER, Julius
KEITEL, Wilhelm
FUNK, Walter
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SCHIRACH, Pe..ldur von
SAUCKEL, Fritz

SFEER, Albert

PORIANN, Martin

PAPEN, Pranz von

JOPL, Alfred

NAURATH, Constantin von
SEYSS-INQUART, aptur

FRITSCHE, Hans

The indictment was arranged in four sections or counts:

The first seotion wasgeneral, and governeg dithe., othex
o E

charges the defendants with a "common plan of conspiracy'and names the Nazi
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party as an "instrument for carrying out the aims and purposes of the
conspiracy." Pracing the history of the Nazi party, the indictment accused

the "conspirators" ef planning and launching

"aggressive wars and wers in

violation of international treatics, agreements and assurances.”
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English Bar should appear for the dcfence of war criminals accused before the
Tnternaticnal Tribunal." Press reports from Germany (October 28th) said that
Allied legal authorities in Eerlin had welcomed this resOlution. It was
expected that the Russian, French and Unitcd States authorities would take
similar action; Gemrman legal circles had given the resolution a mixcd welcome.

The new Suddeutsche Zeitung sold 400,000 copies, containing the
indictments in three hours., The main impression of the German public was said
to be that the trial would be a recital of facts already known,after which it
was taken for granted that the accused would all be found guilty and executed.

Tustice Jackson, as reported in "The Times" (30.10.45) told the Press
that "although the essence of every defence is to play for time, no delay is
indicated in the opening of the trial, "Once begun," he told correspondents,
"the procecedin:s will be pushed on with the utmost dispatch. The Court is
expeoted to sit six deys a week, with the possibility of holding night sittings
if necessary, and it would suit American plans if therc werc no recess for
Christmase In view of the necessity for translation into four languages,
evidence will be dispensed with by thc prosecution whenever a point can be
proved from the mass of captured documents in allied hands, and full use will
e made in court of many documentary films seized by the investigating teams.
There is to be no separate arraignment of the eccused before the trial opens."




IRIALS TN FUROFE BY NATIONAL TRIBUNALS.
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SS. Obergruppenfiihrer Walter SCHMIDT was convicted of
atrocities at Ravensbriiok Cemp and was executed at Prague
on September 18t., 1945.

Dr. Joseph PFITZNER, ex=deputy Iord Mayor af Prague, was
tried at Prague on September 6th, 1945, for preparing the
German cocupatien of Sudetenland, Germanising Prague,
removing monuments and using the oity's funds for the
benefit of Germans (see Report R/C&/ZO/”; and was executed
the same dﬂyo

22.945, Rudolf SCHICKETANZ, legal adviser to Hennlein, was tried
and convicted at Prague on September 20th, 1945,

16.9.45. BLASKOWITZA, ex=Gestapo leader at Prague, was tried,
convicted and executed about 15:9.4.5,

FRANCE.

R/F/17/10E. The Recapitulation of judgments by French Military Courts,
i issued by the Military Justice
Directorate on September 25th, included the trial by a Military
Tribunal at R B N-N E 8 on July 13th, 1945, of five Germans,
including HILLENBRAND, a Lieutenant Commander, charged writh
murder and attempted murder, They were all found guilty and
sentenced to death,

A German N.C.0., SZABADOS, was tried by a Military Court at

Lyon (8.4 .45) en a charge of murder,

OCCUPIED GERMANY
i Soviet Zone )

3.10.&._5_. Before a German "People's Court" at Dresden, in the Soviet Zone of

Occupation, four guards and a dootor of the Radeberg Concentration Camp were
tried for murder and i11- ; t September 30 - October 2nd).

The Pecple's Court found them all guilty, Two were sentenced to

death; one to life inqariuonment; and two others to shorter terms of imprisen~
ment.

UNITED KINGDOMNM.

The Belsen Trial.

This case has been fully dealt with in the raw Reports veries, No, 1, 2,
€t seq., prepared by Dr. Schwelb for Committee IIT.

It may be bri(:f'ly stated that the trial, which on October 31st was in
its seventn week, opened at Luneberg on september 17, 1945, before a Military
Court, convened under Reyal Warrant by Mield Harshal Montzor ery. The
defondants wepe 45 men and women, of the staffs of the Relsen Camps, including













...9.-

THE FANR EAS T,

25410.45. In the House of Lords, Lord Addison said it was hoped that the
recently appointed Commission would make recommendations that -.arould.ef‘fectlvely
deprive Japan of any powers of aggression in future. A8 to war crimes, .
instructions had been seul Lo SEAC., in comsort wilh Dominion representatives,
to collect evidence and apprehend suspects and he hoped they were be?.ng acted
on. A great deal of evidence was coming from prisoners of war and internees
since liberated, and instruotions had becn issued to set up a military court,
consisting of representatives of the United Xingdom, the Cwmonwea?.th, and the
allied Nations, Already there was a mass of evidence, which was increasing
daily as further prisoners were liberated.

A despatch from Shanghai to the "Daily liail" stated that, f‘ollowing
orders from General Chiang-Kai-Shek, immediate action was to be teken against
& number of war oriminals. The offenders would inolude the "Lord Haw-Haw" of
Japanese propaganda— a man of Russian origin, and ten Japanese arrested for the
"death march" through Hangkow in December 194k, when three American B 29
pilots were tortured and burned to death.

The Philippines.

2920445, The Press reported the opening at Manila on October 29th of the trial,
elore an imerican Court composed of General Reynolds ( President) and. four
other generals, of General YAMASHITA, charged on 123 counts with atrocities
comnitted by his troops.

29410.45. A Times Melbourne Correspondent's cable (October 29th) said that
e a court=martial, which is used only to investigate crimes camitted
by members of a nation's own forces or in arcas under martial law, or to try
spies, this court is not restricted in its findings by the articles of war.
The final decision rests with General Macorthur, who will review the findings."

The prosecutcr said that he would base its case on the contention
that Yamashita failed to discharge his duty to control the operations of his
comnand by permitting the continuance of atrocities of which he must have becn
aware, thus violating the Jaws of war., The atrocities were so notorious and
flagrant that they must have been known by Yamashita. Witncsses mutilated
for life would be brov.ht to the court on stretchers, not to shock the court,
but because they had stories relevant to the prosecution's case,

20.20.45. The Press (Ooctober 27th) quoted Colonel Carmenter, Chief of iar
Criminal Proseoution in Japan under General MacArthur, as having stated that
triols of Japanese war oriminals would begin in Japan within a month.




A letter written by a senior British officer in Malaya,
received from the United Kingdom National Office, stated in part:

"Please show my letler to anyone who is soxry for the Japs.

I can assure you that all I have teld you. is true. Luckily,
we have witnesses and we have a list of names, and have already
ayrested many of the ringleaders. They will, I hope, be
hanged, shooting is too good for thems We have given striot
orders to discipline the Japs, but any British or Indian
soldier found ill-treating them will be dealt with by us.

We do not intend to descend to the level of the Japs, but we

do intend to bring all war criminals to trial. I feel that
unless we are carcful, the British public will becomne apathetioc.
Once again, I do beg of you to give my letter the widest
circulation."

The writer had seen and spoken to men and women who had been
tortured, end had witnessed the conditions in which these people had
existed for three and a half years. For instance, the Bishop of
Singapore was. confined with seventeen other British prisoners in a cell
eight feet by eight feet for eight menths. They had only one bucket for
all lavatory purposes and they had to sit in a huddled position on the
concrete floor without blankets or mattresses. On one occasion the Bishop
himself was ticd to a table and given two hundred lashes before he became
unconscious. ! i

Again, the British troops found a woman and "She was dead, thank

God", says the writer, "with her breasts cut off, lighted cigarettes in her
nostrils, and other atrocious details which arc quite unprintable." It was
a common occurrence for British women to be $iripped naked and put in: shop
windows for all to see and kept therc for a week. Nineteen nurses who
refused to these sex maniacs were taken out and bayonetted to death in front-®
of other female prisoncrs who had to bury them.

A scrgeant, luckily discovered by the writer, with a broken thigh
bone and a crushed leg, had been made to lie down while the Japs drove a
lorry over him as a form of sporte
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shot in thc back as he was being led into a cell. The Germans threw their
bodies into the sea on a dark night. The five remaining members of the crew
were token to o place of execution north of Oslo where they were shot.

KINGDOM.

The Belsen (Lineburg) Trial.

This Trial, which had lasted for 8 days, ended on November 17th,
when 30 of the original 45 defendants were declared guilty. Of these, 11
(8 men and 3 women), including Josef KRAMER, ex=-Commandant of the Camps, and
KIEIN, the Roumanian-born medical officer of the camp, and HOSSLER, formerly
in command at Auschwitz, were sentenced to be hanged; the remaining 19
received various terms of imprisonment. One of the latter group (ZODDEL) was
already under sentence of death for the murder of a Hungarian girl. Fourteen
of the defendants were aoquitted. The case ageinst one man (GURL), who wes
i1l in hospitak, was dropped cn November 13th, and it was announced that the
convening officer would deal with his case as he thought fit. Kramer and six
of the defendants sentenced to death appealed to Field Marshal Montgonery
against the verdiot and the sentences. = All of the remaining 18 found guilty
have also appealed.

£ The proceedings have been fully discussed in the Law Re&orts

Series prepared for Comnittee IIT by the Legal Officer.

PRESS CRITICISMS.

As before, many of the comments—cspecially those from the U.S.5.Re—
showed impatience a2t the length of the proceedings:

FRENCH COMMENTS.,

18,1145, M. Henri Benazet, broadcasting from Paris, said that the Litneburg
verdict was of a scandalous and revolting clemency; he was more than
disconcerted by a British Agency's embarrassed explanations. Were they
to believe that it was difficult to ascertain the responsibilities for
crimes on such .a large scale? «sses The internees present among the
public had reacted with natural indignation. So had the families of all
the dead. ...+ What had justice to do with this sad affair? It was
easy to read batween the lines of some British papers that the question
was one of propagsnda. One of them naively observed that, by this result,
the Germans would be led to a better conception of human dignities. eeceee
Apparently, what mattered more than inflicting a penalty worthy of =zusb
ocrimes was to gratifly the vanquished.

181145, The French radic service for Belgrade, said that French public
opinion learned with amazement that 14 of the Belsen executioners had been
acquitted, while only 11 had been sentenced to he hanged. The British
Judges' verdict would further disturb world public opinion, already
surprised by the triall's slow tempo.

1841145, "L'Aiube" wrote: "This verdict will f2il to satisfy human conscience.
Is it not significunt that even one of those who benefited under it passed
Judgnent on it? Helena Kopper, when she heard that she had been sentenced
to only 15 years' imprisorment, begged the judges to condemn her to death.
What a lesson for the British judges!"







BRITISH CCIGHIENTS.

13+11.34. The British Press, on the other hand, quoted Colonel Backhouse's
statement, before his closing address, "that no time had been wasted by
the defence"; and Judge Advocate Stirling's remark that "time was
~relatively unimportant so long as justice can be donc."

One paper, the "Dundee Courier" (10.11.45), after oriticising

soume of the arguments of thg dsfencec, chascxved:

"Such excessivec efforts of extenuation publicised from Luneburg are
having unhealthy rcactions in urexpected quarters. A leading Arabic
newspaper in Palestine comments that Goering and his co-prisoners were
only doing their duty to their homeland, and that their trial would go
dovn to history as a monument of political injustice."

1911645, "The Times", in a leading article (19.11.45) said that, though a
good deal of the evidence had been redundant and some of doubtful value,
this latitude .has "confirmed rather than invalidated the general
impression of the almcst exaggerated desire to accord fair play to the
accused; and ne impartial observer or reader will be inclined to doubt
that the sentenced men and women have heen proved, by any test, guilty of
causing death and injury in circumstances of aggravated cruelty to allied
nationals in the two camps." (See also page 14: Swiss Comments.)

Coming Trials.

The "pulag Luft" Trial.

3141045, Tt was announced that the trial of the five German air force
officers accused of torturing R.A.F. prisoners of war by imprisoning them
in heated ocells would begin at Wuppertal in November. (This trial has

now been fixed for November 26th.)
%

The "Essen" Trial.

31410445, The Press announced that a trial would take place at Wuppertal in
.. November of nine Germans accused of murdering three British airmen who
were shot dovm over Kssen on 13.12.44. It was' alleged that the officer in
charge of the airmen incited the mob te kill them; two of them were
beaten to death and one jumped over a bridge and was shot in the water.
(The date of gpening of this trial is not yet known.)

The trial of two Germans accused of the murder of Gerald HOOD, was to
begin at Almeno A&tc in Novembers v i

The Oslo Trial.

( See under Norway.)

The Neuengamme Trial.

211045, The Press announced that, after the Belsen trial, a court would sit
to deal with atrocities against /1lied nationals in the Neuengomme Con-
centration Camps, in the Hamburg aresa. The first defendants would be a
group of twelve officials; o seccond batchof 25 subordinate S8 personnel

would follow them in the dock.




The Ravensbriick Trial.

1411/12/45. Pritish investigators are collecting evidence against six Gexman
doctors who performed "vivisectionist" experiments on prigoners in the
Ravensbriick women's camp, vhich lies in the Russian Zone. The accused,
with the evidence, may be handed over to the Russiansj or, if the latter do
not want to try them, they will be tried by the British.

Miscellaneous8s

The "Peleus" Trial.

23+410.45«  Speaking in thc House, with reference to the "Peleus" Trial, the Earl
of Cork and Orrery was reperted as saying:

"We have read lately the report of a trial of young German
officers on o submarine. Some of them, I understand, have been sentenced
to death. The one man who should have been tried, if anybody was to be
tried, was the man in command. You cannot in a military service have a
young officer saying, 'I do not think this is a right order.' If he did,
what would happen to him? If he did that he would be shot or sent to a
concentration camp. I think before you.condemn anybody you must think of
the orders he was working on. The man who gave the order is the man who
should be tried. Why on engineer who was dovm in the engine room should be
condemned to death is hard to understand.”

19411445, The Press reported from Nuremberg that Admiral Doenitz wished to
call ECK, the Commander of U-boat 852, who was sentenced to death in the
"Peleus" trial, as a witness for his defence; and that, should it be found
that Eck's evidence mi sht be useful, he would be temporarily reprieved.

1ol a5, The press repcrted that Kurt von SCHROEDER, now held by the British
in Disseldorf, was likely to be tried as a var criminal. It is alleged
that he was in the Inner Councils of the Nazi leaders, and assisted Hitler
to oust Schleicher and assume power.

8:11:45. Press photographs showed General Kurt MEYER, closely guarded, on
his way from England to 0ldenburg to be tried for the illegal exeoution of
L8 Canadian priscners of war, in Normandy in 194k4.

9.11.45. Albert HOFFMANN, Gauleiter of Scuthern Westphalia, was arrested in
the Ruhr. 4

(Hoffmann was the author of an order, dated 2642.45, forbidding
the police to interfere with the vengeance of the mobs upon
shot=down airmen: Seo Sumaary of Information Noe. 36 -~ Appendix 3 b.)
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FURTHER COMMENTS ON THE BELSEN TRIAL.

(Continued from page 6)

Professor Smith's Statement.

Z— The full tex:t of this statement was circulated in the Law Reports
Sorics Noe 4 by the Iegal Officer._/

SWITZERLAND,

8.11.45. "The Rasler Nachrichten", in a paragraph headed "Sensation in- the
Belsen Trial", writes:

Luneburg ( Exchange) =

"In the Belsen trial, which is now nearing its end, Professor
Smith, the London expert on international law, caused a &ensation,
in the course of his defence of the accused on Wednesday, the
45th day of the trial, when he said THAT THE TRIAL OUGHT NOT TO
HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKEN, because no war orime had been committed e...
( The paragraph then gives a short summary of his arguments,
without further comment.)

8.11:45. The game paragraph (no doubt syndicatcd) appeared almost vcfhatim in
the "Bund", the "Basler Volksblatt," and the "Solothurner Zeitung."

9.11:45. The "Tribune de Geneve", in a paragraph headed: "Dramatio
Tncident -at the Belsen Trial", wrote:

Luneburg, 8 (Exchange):

"In the Belsen trial, which is now nearing its end, o a veritable
sensation was caused by & declaration by Professor Smith, an
expert on international law, who told the Court, on Wednesday, the
L5th day of the procecdings, that this trisl ought never to have
taken place. Professor Smith was defending one of the accused.
He said that the acts fcr which the accused had been sent for
trial by the Court were not punishable under the laws of the IIIrd
Reich, and that there was thercfore no jurisprudence applicable to
the accused." >
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"WiR CRIVES" by Manfred LACHS (Polish National Office): ¢ 5 Company.,

7/6d. nete

Sel11:45, 4 reviewer (L. Stein) desoribes this work as ? "oareful analysis of

o somewhat elusive conception."  "Among these problems", he writes, "is that
of punishment: Who can be punished for a war crime?  ithat. tribundl has
jurisdietion? = What penalties can be awarded? To none of these questions
is it easy to find a comprehensive answer which lawyers can regard as satis=-
factory."

"By his scholarly expositicnss...", bire Stein concludes, "DPr. lLachs
hes placed all students of the subjects in his debt, and has provided
valuable material for the further examination of a somewhat intractable
problem." ¢

'"GENOCIDE,"

Under this title Francis Bauer, in the "Nineteenth Century"
(November 1945) reviews the chapter on "Genoeide" in "Axis Rule in Occupied
Ewrope" by Dr. Lemkin, the author of the expression. Mr+ Bauer notes
especially the section dealing with attempts to destroy race in Occupied
Territorics by destroying their language and culture,

"The eduocated classes," he writes, "became the foeal point

of this attack, because this group largely provided naticnel
leadership and organised resistance agninst Germanisation.
The native population of the incorperated areas was for-
bidder to use its own language in schcols and in printing.
Germen teachers were oppointed in all schools and compelled
to teach acwmrding to the principles of National Socialism.
In order to prevent the expression of the naticnal spirit
through artistic mediz, a rigid control of all cultural
activities was exercised, {All nationzl ereative activities
in the cultural and artistic fieclds have been made impossible
by the regimentation, and the population has also been
deprived of inspiration from the existing cultural and
artistic values."

1o TOn
Avdliidad

.

Writing on this subjeot in the "Portnightly Review", a Barrister-
at-Law examines the legel difficultics in the way of a judicial procedure,
and finds that they are/insoluble; in this connection he also refers to
"War Crimes" by Ir. lachs (see above)s In regard to major criminals, he
believes that the Inter-.llied London Lgreement has happily resclved that
problem. '




UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIIES COMAISSICN

(Research Office)

P'RES 8 NEWS SUMMARY No. Lil.

(For internal circulation in the Comnission)

10th December, 1945.

I.

PRESS REFERENCES TO THE CORIMISSICN

(Contributed by the Public Relations Officer)

In the December 1st issue of "Picture Post", a page was devoted to
the United Nations War Crimes Comuission, with a pisture of a full session
in the Commission. ’

The notice handed out regerding the 16th List of War Criminals
appeared generally in the Press of December 7th.

The War Crimes Exhibition.

As early as October 29th advance notieces of the Exhibition. had
appeared in the London and provincial Press and in some Scottish papers.
The date of opening was given out by the E.B.C. on November 27th; on
December 4th a pre-view was arranged for the Press, and on the same day
notices that the Exhibition would be opentd the next day by the Chairman
and the French Minister of Justice zppeared in some of thé papers. On
Decemoer bth the opening was announced in "To-d:iy's Events" in the "Daily
Telegraph", and "To-day's Happenings" in "The Times". On Decenber 6th a
fairly full description of the Exhibition was given in the B.B.C. 7 a.m.
and 8 a.ne news. The opening of the Exhibition on December 5th and the
speeches delivered by Lord VWright and i, Teitgen were briefly reported in
M"The Times" and some other papers on December 6th.

Though the Press notices on hand, up to date, have been rather
slight (+), it is pleasing to say that the Exhibition is being well filled,
and the cincma attached has so far been packed at every one of the four
daily performances. The complete attendance on Thursday, the day after the
opening, was well over 2,000, .and a very intelligent type of audience was
arriving, as could be judged from the questions they asked our staff, and
the criticisms they made. Quite a few visitors were men who had been
prisoners in the Far East. They said they never dreamed that such
atrocities had taken place in Furope.

Since this wag written at least eleven more excellent notices have
appeared in the Press. The attendances a2t the Exhibition were very

. o i ap e A - v T . - .-
gatisfactory; on 8Bunday morning there was a queuve at 9.45 a.me

i
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23.11445. "Pputh" expressed doubts as to the legality of the Belsen
trial:

"Where doubt does arise, however, is in deciding whether
or not the proceedings really were legal, Britain's leading
authority on international law assured tae court that it had
no proper legal authority ;1th which to uny the ecases. That

is a disturbing thought."

22.11.45. The Berlin "lleue Zeit" wrote: "One of the most dangerous
parts of the Nazi organisation was the Security Police and its
central office in Berlin. Only a few of those who caused the
death of thousands were in Allied hands. e intend, therefore,
to help to find these guilty men by means of a search service."
qu list of some 30 officials of the Security Police was appended

with details of their crimes./

221145 The Central Committece of Polish Jews in Warsaw published
a protest: y

"Millions of Polish Jews and Jews from Qccupied Countries
perished ... in Belsen after terrible physical and moral
torments .... A group of hangmen faced the Trinubal. «....
The court granted life to 'a great proportion of these
abominable eriminals. ... In the name of countless murdered
victims ... we demand the reopening of the trial in the spirit
of complete justice to satisfy decply injured humanity."

211445, The (Jugoslav) "Glas" wrote:

"The ideas of certain rcpresentatives of the Allied
Juridical machine regarding the conduct of war oriminal
trials, the assessment of responsibility for the orimes
and the sentences, heve caused surprise and justified
dissatisfaction. The trial was dragged out. It gave the
Impression that it was not being conducted to prove the guilt
of the accused, which was already abundantly clear, but to
give them a chance of presenting themselves as exemplary,
conscientious servants of their people and even as the bene-
factors of their gassed victims. Accused and defending
counsel actually used the trial for propaganda in favour of
National=-Socialist regime and to justify its orimes.
Sentence haos now been passed. Only 11 of the 30 accused
were sentenced to death, 14 were released, the remainder
being sentenced to varying terms of imprisonment. If the
manner in which the Belsen trial was conducted called forth
indignation, thec sentences arc a direct insult to all
freedom-loving peoples, particularly the concentration camp
victims. Many of cur ‘inest countr:iien languished and lost
their Tives in these canps, In their name, in the name of
all who suff'ered from Nazi tyranny, in the name of Justice
and civilisation, we protest against this treatment of war
eriminals and asscciate ourseclves with the demand, already
made in many quarters, that the sentences on the Belsen
oriminals be revised and that they reccive their Aue punishment.”
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241145, It was reported that Ribbentrop had applied to summon as
witnesses some well=known British personalities, including Lord
Vansittart, lLord Beaverbrook, Lord Iondonderry, Lord Derby, Lord
Kemsley and Lady Astor; also Lord Dawson of Fenn, lir. Geoffrey Dawson
(both of whom are deceased), and a General Wood of the U.S. Army.
Keitel asked to call & nephew of lixs Churchill and a cousin of Field-
Marshal ilexander,and tc call Jodl to give evidence of his protests
against the handing cver of recaptured priseners of war to the SS.
Hans Frank applied to call five witnesses, including his secretary,
to prove that he had no authority over the SS in Poland. Schacht
applied for six witnesses to show that he joined in the attempt against
Hitler.

The Court ruled (November 28th) that the presence of the
British personages mentioned above would not be denanded. Interroga=-
tories would be sent to some of them, enabling them to give evidence, and
they would be told they might appear at Nuremberg if they so desired.’

An application by Hess to call G8ring as a witness was granted
by the Court on Noveiber 26th.

Seyss-Inguart's counsel objected to the admissicn of an
affidavit by Schuschnigg, the ex-Chancellor of austria, on the ground
that he had recently besn present in Court, and could give his evidence
in person. The Court ruled that he could bec sumioned gither by the
prosecution or the defence. )

An objection by von Papen's counsel to an affidavit by Mr.
Messersmith, former U.S. Consul General in Berlin, now in Mexico, relating
to conversations with Nazi leaders,.on the ground that he should give his
evidence in perscn, was overruled by the President under Article 19 of the
charter, which exempts the Tribunal from some of the technical rulea of
evidence.
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2211445, In the case of Streicher, for whom his counsel had pleaded
insanity, the Court ruled that hc was "eapable of understanding the
nature and quality of his acts" during the tine covered by the
indictment.

22411 o450 The Court also rejected a plea by counsel for Bormann, who is

being tried in his absence, for a postponement of his triale

294114450 The seven medical experts of the Four Fowers who had examined

Hess had agreed, broadly, that his hysterical condition made him unable

to defend himself. The Prosecuting Counsel of Britain, the U.S.A.. and

Russie had, however, opposed Hess's counsel's application for a suspension

of the proccedings against hime — Sir pavid Maxwell-Fyfe cited precedents

te show that a loss of memory did not rclieve a defendant from

responsibility. Justice Jackson subriitted thet, as Hess had ;efused
every simple treatment, he was not in a position-——even were his amnesia
genuine—to say that he should not be tried.

Some astonishment was csused when hess amounced in court (1-12-45)
that his reasons for simulnting loss of memory had been "tactical", and
that he was ready to be tricd with the rest.

1:12.45. In a staterent handed to the President(%f the Tribunal, the

Polish delegate referred to its Governuent's nﬁé iof Asugust 31st
to be included in the Agreement of August 8th, 1945, constituting the
Charter of the Court. It requested the Court to be admitted to the
trial as "amicus curiss". If this were granted, it was prepared to
present documentary evidence after the sumning up of the four main
prosecutors.

U.5:5.Re

——

2641145 M. Vyshnisky, Soviet Vice-Commissar for Fereign Affairs, and forme.
gtate Prosecutor attended the trial as an official observer for the Soviet
Government. ° A Press correspondent reported in this comnection that Russd
wished to hasten the proceedings, SO that the trisl should end in January

19,6,
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PUBLIC RELATIONS

(Contributed by the Public Relations Officer)

The news of the arrival of ilr. Justice liansfield, Judge of the Supreme
Court of Queensland, after & journey by 2ir of less than four days from
Australia, to assume his duties as Australian Government Representative with
the UNWCC., was published in the leading British Sundy papers on December 16th.

The War Crimes Exhibition had been visited by 28,864 people up to
Saturday evenihg, December 15th. The notices in thé Press (copies of some of
which have been circulated separately to the Cormmission), upon the opening
of the Exhibition, included appreciative references to the speeches delivered
by Lord Wright and by i. Teitgen, the French l{inister of Justice,

Notices regarding the Commission's 15th List of V/ar Criminals, issued on
October 25th last, appeared in the American Press, via Reuter.

Arrangements have been made with the United Nations Information
Orgenisation to ensurc thot adequate coverage is given to the Commission's
activities in broadecasting from warious stations in Europo.

"UNIO" assemblcs material on United Nations activities and the B.B.C.
uses this material in regular transmission. ague radio is also experimenting
in a special service on these linesj and other stations, notably Paris, Copen=
hagen, Oslo and Stockholm cre regularly supplicd. Any materinl supplied to
these states by the UNWCC. will be used for these radio programmes 2nd in the
UNIO monthly digest of Intermational Affairs, which has a eirculation of about
2,500; when ocecasion permits it will also be used in the UNIO News Bulletin,
which has a cireulation of about 9,000,
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101245, "The Times" reported from Tokyo that TOJO, former Prime ltinister,
and members of his Cabinet would be tried there in January. Mr. Keenan,
United States special prosecutor, who had recently arrived at Tokyo, told
the Press that the death penalty would probably be demended for Tojo and
"the men who set in motion the merhanism which made the dropping of bombs
inevitable,"

"A nunber of the cccused," will," he anidy "underge several trials,
having judges from the various countries where they were alleged to have
committed crimes against humanity." Mr. Keenan added that "other Allied
nations ..... had been invited tc send General MacArthur ..... the names
of the representatives they wanted on the bench or among the prosecutors."

12445, General MacArthur ordered the arrest of Prince Konoye: former
Prime Ministers #mong cight other leading Japanese arrested was Koiochi
Kido, described as the Emperor's right~hand man during the war. Yushio
Kodama, who is to be tried as a war criminal has admitted that he made
£60,000,000 out of the war.

"112.45. Lieut.-General HALL, commander 8th U.S. Army, ammounced that the
first war crimes trial in Japan would open at Yokohama on December 13th.
About 300 Japanese were to be tried before military commissions of five
to eight members.

12445, A list of 57 Japanese whose arrest was ordered by General MacArth.
includes the cormander of the Cabanatuan Camp inthe Philippines.

SOUTH PALCIFICG,

;The Times" reported from lMelbourne that the biggest trial so far
held in the Pacific area would begin at Labuan on December 10th.  Seventy
Japanese would appear to answer jeint charges on ill-treatment of interned
persons at Kuching, where 14C0 white men, women, and children died of
neglect and ill-treatment.

A Morotai Court, after 20 minutes' deliberation.found Lieutenant
Tanaka and Irivate Fujisaki guilty of the murder of an Australian airman
on Talfa Island on March 23rd. Fujisaki teold the Court, on oath,how he
was ordered from the ranks by Tanaka and bayonetted the airman.

On December 8th an Australian military court sentenced to death
by shooting 20 Japanese and Formosan guards, including Sergeant-lMajor
Tsuroo Sugnio, found guilty of the massacre of 46 prisoners of war at Miri
(Sarawak). This was the third trinl in the Miri massacres series.

+ Prince Konoye has since committed suicide,
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PUB L IC RELATIONS.

(Contributed by the Public Relations Officer)

The Nazi War Crimes Fxhibition at Prince's Galleries, Piccadilly,

continued to run with consistent success. Up to December 31st last,

60,000 people had visited this Exhibition.
In view of the interest shown, it has been decided to extend the

Exhibition until January 14th. This fact was mentioned twice on the
B.B.C., and appeared in several daily papers, including "The Times" and

"paily Telegraph" of December 31st.

A letter from Sir Robert Craigie on the position of the Japanese

Bnperor was published in "The Times" of January 1st ( sce under "Far

East).
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"Is it viorth replying to the nonsensical babble about the
participation of neutral countrics? A man who is an
indifferent witness.of torture, loot and murder, and con-
tinues with cold curiosity to follow the course of events, with
no intention of aiding the victim, might claim the role of
criminal's accomplice, but never that of judge! What then can
one say about some of the neutral countries which formally stood

aloof from the gigantic struggle of the freedom=loving nations
while helping Fascist Germany under cover?"

Sheinin then condemns the tactics of the defence, in seeking
to reterd the proceedings by sunmoning unnecessary witnesses. This,
he says, "is an attempt to make use of procedural rights to drag out
the trial and drown the terrible facts of monstrous crimes in the
cloudy water of senseless babbling by quite unnecessary witnesses.
Mankind and history will appreciate the calm deliberation of the
Nuremberg trial, at which with reserve and without haste, keenly and
profoundly the whole picture of the criminal conspiracy is being dis-
played. With scientific accuracy and extreme olarity crime after
orime is established fact by fact, step by step. Therein is the
great significance of the trial, which has been sunnoned not only to
condemn the culprits, but also to reveal 211 the roots of and motives
for their crimes as well as the s0il in which they grow and all
factors which aided this growth: a trial summoned to condemn not only
the defendants but the whole nonstrous Fascist system. However, no
one should be allowed to make use of the calm and deliberateness of
the trial to drag it out, or of procedural rights for dirty and
unscrupulous casuistry."”
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Professor Trainin also criticises the exorbitant number of—in
his opinion—irrelevant witnesses who have been calleg by the defence.
Calling of witnesses must not be used as a means to delay and sabdtage
thetrial. He con&ludes by the expression of the opinion that the
International Tribunal will certainly frustrate these nopes of the German
Fascist oriminals and will conduct this international trial to its
logical conclusion.
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The Wiener Zeitung announced that, at the forthcoming trial of
Dr. Rudolf Newwyer, charged with high treason against Austria, Dr.

" Berger would bs president of the court, and Dr. Helmreich publ.l.n

prosecutor.

The Austriasn R ad th "-"tfws of 800 insane children in
the V:u'nn" Mental H Steinho etireen September 1943 and Feb-
ruary 1945 are being inve qhg te d. ‘.‘f‘orlm ; to medical experts more
than 100 wealk- .11*1(1.& children were deliberate l, killed by the doctors

of the .nCS_ulet o Most of the shildren raceived an overdose of '.'_101*_-__;1}1i[‘.;
in other cases injections which caused fatal pneumonia.

The iiinister of Justice gave the Press the following data concern-—
ing the prosecution of Nazi vwar criminals before the People's Court:
that Court which began its activities in the middle of iAugust, ‘received
6,8?1;. complaints agrdinst Nationil Socialists. Out of the 325 pr‘osoﬂ-u—-
tions begun, 1350 sentsences ‘:'.:,:rl so far been passed, while a2bout 1,900
charges were dropved, The blinistry of Justice had asked the Nuronbu.rg ;
Tribunal to examine three ca 1:\ gories of persons: first, the ahief wvar
crimipals, Goering, Seyss-Inquart, Kaltenbrunner, Pipen, Ribbentrop,
Keitel and Schirach: second, the former Gauleiters Roiner, Eigruber,
Hofer, and the National Socis 11-1 ts Neubacher, (?Boehminn), Tavs,
Reinthaler, Glaise-Hlorstentu and the forimer C—erm n Military Attoché in
Viennz, Lt.Gen, 1ufif, Pbrl.‘.,m.d_cn hod been tsked to send an Austrian
investigntion commission to Nurembsrg. Finally the extradition of
Seysa-Inquart, ];-‘Jt"r*b"'-“mui', Papen and Schirach to Lustria after the
Nuremberg tri al had been demande JL irrespoctive of whether ‘Ln\._)r yrill
be sentenced or tequitted. Jfius ufl nacuses 01l these persons of having
boen instrumental in bringing cbout the annexation of austrin, Kalten-
brunner is furthernore chirged with having ordered the nurder for
personcl revenge of two policemen ot Linz in Morch, 1938.

A second list of e jor war eriminals issued in Viennt includes the
following nanes among otzmrs; Dr, Richard FRANZLEITNER, deputy Gou-
leiter of Styria; Dr. Arminm DADIEU, Reichsstotthalter of Styria; Dr.
HELFRICH, Gauleiter of Styris; Otto LURCHER, head of the Security
Serviece who signed over 1(‘ “‘f" denth sentences; Klaus HAHIERT, depuby
Gauleiter of Tyrol; Dr. Dluu rich (‘:’.).JT"'.L,) head of the Terezin Con-
centration Comp; 2__. WALLNER, Police Superintendent of Maribor,

&.00u f*}rl of miss exacutions. The report adds that 40k of these men
are hold by ‘r"' 111.1._!" and 10% by the Austricns.

The ]-'ir..i_:a’r,r:,‘ of Justice .1-,r.c'.rr-» d the discovery of mas groves of
162 viotims, belonging to © aonvey Jevrs taken from Hungory to
Mauthauson Concentration Canp: -:'.l;c:-.h_. persons hive been arrested

suspected rmwderers.

Extroditior
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The Prague radio reported thot Nationtl Security detachrents near

Novy Jicin had arrested Lieutenant Heinrich Goering, nephew of ilarshal

Goering. He had escaped from 2 prisonar of wor CC?W?-’Y and wos passing
hinself' of{ as an ex lonce=-corporal, '

DENMARK

The Press reported that Werner BEST, former Gerrn plenipotentisxy
in Denmerk, 2nd Guenther PAINCKE, chief of S.S. in Denmirk, who head the
Danish list of German var oriminals, had appeared before 2 Danish acourt
in secret.

In & radio tolk Professor Andenes szid thnt about 63,700 persons
in.Nomay would be affected by legrl proceedings Igoinst traitorse In
Denmark the number would be about 8,000 - 10,000, Russia, he sadid,
had been very lenient, having taken only the lecders in Viasov's Army
(apparently from among refugees in lorwey ond Denmark) and allowing the
rest to go free, ;

GERMANY

The Petrusblatt, an officicl orgon of the Romon.Catholie Church
in Berlin, stated that 1,467 Catholic priests were interncd at the Dachiu
concentration carp on Jonuary 1st, 1945. The list was mnde up of 325
Gercen nationals and 19 Germans from other countries, 791 Poles, 122
Frenchien, 73 Czechosloveks, 38 Netherlanders, 34 Belginns, 29 It lions
19 Yugoslavs, 8 Luxemburgers, 4 Hungarions, 2 Swiss and 1 Russian, 1
Britisher ond 1 Americtn, -

The Borlin radic recorded « speech mrde at & BVG works meoting by
Kurt Stoebe who soid that his collengues had token note with horror of
the indictment agiinst the mtin wer coriminals ot Nureimberg. "They
rogard, however," he said, "the pillars of the Nozi Intermodiary Reich
as not the only guilty ones, for their backers anong the coptains of
industry and the Junkers! aeuste are not in the dock. Thosa ot this
meeting, fully realising that the sentencing of the Nureuberg dsfendants
will atons only for o portion of the orime tgninst the worlk, dervind
that the German people shall take justice into their ovm honds, meting
out well-dosorved punishnent to thit for grenter number of wor orimintls
who have of'fended agninst the Gorman people.”

The "GNS" sorvice roported fron Berlin thot the Berlin city
administration was asking 411 former Polish prisoners of wvar to help
in, a search for former Gestapo members, stito's attorneys, judges and
prison, penitentiory or concentrotion ctuap officisls who had suoeoess-—
fully evaded punishnent so £, Fifty thousand questionnaires wveroe
being distributed to these ox-prisoners, requesting nomes of n1l1l former
Nezi justico officicls and “ceounts of their prison experiences.
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It wns announced that CGruppentihrer 1 Loritz, former Po'v tf.nr.’u' nt of
Snchscnhiusen, whors he is alleged to have killed 20,000 Russians, hod
been found, in di:sg_;is:, in the British zone and ¢ rrcstud

s Brockhaus, Hans Hubr: Rdrnd Galle nberg and Dr, Corl Schnidt
were arrested by Brltlu{. 3; .“r_Lt_l,' off'icers, An official ennouncenent
said: "Uhe men were selected because of the significant part they
ployed in the organization of the mineril oil industry for wor and their
collaboration with the party to that end,. In severil instances they
were involved in seizure ond sxploitntion of oil properties in occcupied
couptries.”

Seven lending o l e c;n vte Gidl Helfferdch, lax Engel, Korl Grosse,

FRENCH OCCUPIED ZONE,

at a nmass necting of the Dew -'.':.i.if: “*-opl--:'s Party &t Stuttgart

Dr. Maier, Minister-Fres ,I.U.JI"“ L that GH mny''s surrender at Rheims
should be s .‘ppl"‘”‘ onted by & "donestic sux render" in which the Nazis
should admit their 11.-0114, o the Gernén people on nine grounds.
These included: "(7) The number of foreign workers forcibly brought

to Gor'-xan;,'; (8) The number of instne persons killed, and (9) The number
of German nAvionals throwm intc -:L.-mrc:ntr:-t:i.on canps &nd the number of
Germans killed there."

The Stuttgart radio anncunced that French iilitery Government
Courts were coipetent to deal with all wver crimes cormitted after 1st
Soptember, 1 939, .-Lt.ufl-s Franca or territories which at the time of
the offences were under French .’-lcv--r' imty, by citizens of non-illied
States or of other than Fr h pnationtlity in the serviee c¢f such
States.

The Hungarian "Kis Ujsag" reported that, in the French cccupied
zone of Austria, particularly in larger toms, "Arrow Cross" nen wvere
literally svarning. Attermts made on the Hungarion side, to arrest
these war crininals, had hitherto failed, hecause the French authorities
had besn misled by Laszlo Vay, fornerly in the "frrow Cross " Governments
The "Hangi¥in of Sopron=HKost mu’ 12 jor Dominics, vas still in the
French Zona, The PFronch a {ro;* tics had now got in touch with the
Hungarian delegntion in Salzburg, and im'cr"':“fl it that all war oriminals
to be flound in the French Zone would be handed over ‘:) the Hungarians.

The Budapest radio announced that the U.S. ;:LJ.JLt.z') L.smn had
sent a letter, signed by Lt. Genoernl Key, to Premier 1_11‘:1_', informing
him that the Allied Powers hoad intention of' questioning Imredy,
Rajniss, Budinszky 2nd Palffy ot Nuremberg and that the death sentences
passed on .them could therefors he enrried out without hindrance.

General Grassy and |} on Zoeldi were ied before the Paeople's
Court 4t Buda U""-t. I'cr t'.: ) LAagstere of Y va ot Novi ."3'\1 and.
sentenoad to deatl A 1ssage from Bu ('1 [e 1.46, ) sai (1 that
these criminals, ¢ * boing sentenced vere X .l,r.h d over to the Yugo-
slav authoritivs for trial by & military r:o-nft- &t Novi Sad.

The Viennt roadio cnnounced th the Hungarisan Government had
domandad th ¢ surrendor, 4s 4 eriminal, of the .ustrian srcnduke
Albrecht, who vas in the PFronch Zong of cec ipation nt Feldkirchenes
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Reuter reported from Tokyo thi*t General licarthur had ordered the
establishment of an International Hilitary Tribunal in Tokyo. This
Tribunal was to consist of not less than five and not more thon nine

nembers from & list subnitted by the Allies who sipmed the Joptnese

surrender terms.

The Times reported that Tojo “nd menbers of his Cabinet would be -
tried before this Tribunal, The Soviets hod 2llowed to pass the date
of January 15th, by which the Allies hnd to noninate their representa-
tives, If they now applied to the State Department, they could still
be permitted to nome 2 judge, but it wes thought in Tokyo that they hnd
decided not to take port. £ France and the letherlands had not yet
signified whether they wished to participate in the trizl.

A message fron Ottava stated that iire E.5, Mricdougrll, judge of the
King's Bench, Quebec, had been noninated to represent Conada on the
Tribuncl; 2and Brigadier lolan, vice-=J.:i.G. &8 on associate prosecutor.

The British Press cnnounced thet ir. 4. Conpyns Carr K.C. had been

cppointed Chief British Prosetutor at the approaching trials of Japanese
wor crininals, and that he wes shortly lecving by air for Tekyo.

SOUTH PACIFIC

i despatch from Melbourne stated that 93 Jupanese officers and
Guards of the Tantcei prison eamp were charged collectively before the
wer orines court in Arboina with ill-treatment of Allied prisoners of
war. The prosecution showed that out of 550 priscners 17 were executed
and 326 died of ill-treatment.

A nmessage fron lorotai said that wvar crimes trials were proceeding
ot Cembon in the Dutch East Indies and & Labuan Island off Borneoe
Captain Takauwwa cormendant of the Sandakan comp and Vntanabe his
adjutaint were accused of the rnurder of 832 British 2nd sustralicns
during the "Bornec death mereh", The defence was "superior orders'.

The Kelbourne rodio said thot Admiral HAMANAKA had been sentenced
to death by the Australian ldlitary Court at Horctai for complicity in
the murder of an Lustralinn prisoner in June 1945. The Court reccmmended
hin to merecy, as having ccted under "supervision orders". Baron Tnkaski,
who was tried ot the scne time, was asquitted.

SINGAPORE AND MALAYA

It vas cnnounced that the trials of 1,000 Japonese for atrocities
committed in Singapore and ialaya (see Press News Surwary No.V, page 11)
would begin about Jinuiry 10th, The prisoners were to include General
Animura, who is held responsible for the Thailond "blood railway" horrors;
the British J.A.G., Brigndier Dovis, wis to be in charge of the
prosecution.
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I.

PUBLTIC RELATIONS.

(Contributed by the Public Relations Off'icer)

The national papers of January 28th, and a few provincial
papers revorted the move of the United Nations War Crimes Commission

to its new offices in Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square, We 1.

An announcemont of the issue of a 24th list of War Criminals,

containing the names of Japancse wrongdoers, vas put out after the
Commission meeting held on Janvary 30th and appeared in "The Times" and

other national papers of the following day.

A story regarding the dying confession of Ziereis, Commandant
of the Mauthausen Concentration Camp, was issued via the Ministry of

Information on January 12th.

Ag this number of the Digest goes to press, wn‘impcrtant meceting
is being held in regard to the tour of the Nazi Crime Exhibition
throughout the country. It is a cquestion of making final and complete
arrangements between Paris and the French Enbassy in London, and as
soon as this is happily arranged, a series of towns will be selected.

It would appear that the first showing will take place in the

premises of Lewis's, the large departmental store in Leeds.
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The Riga Trial.,

2941446, The Military Tribundl of the Rig: Distriot began the hearing of the
cage agninst Germans chorged with comnitting ntrocities during the
occupa*ion of the Istvicn, Lithuanian and Estonian Republics, The def-
endants included; Gener:l of Police ECKELEN, Lt, General RUFF, Lt. General
Dsjon von MONTETON, Lt. General WOLFGNG von DITFURT, I Jje« General WERTHER;
Ha jo General Bruno PAUL, linJj. General KNEPPER And Si Stondartenfithror
BECKII'G. The evidence showed that during the occupation, over 1,4C0,000
people were put to death, property was locted ond whole toims were
destroyed. On February 3rd the court found all tho priscners guilty.
Seven of them were sentenced to denth by honging; the reminder to
varying terns of isprisomnent; the death sentences were carried out
the sane day.

The Velikic Luki Trial

242,46, 4 nuiber of Germans, acong thon Lt, Genercl Pritz von RAPPARD, Col.
E. von SASS, i jor SOAMNEJALD besides other officers and N.C,0.'s of the
Gerran .rmy, voere arraigned before o iilitary Tribumal at Velikie Luki.
socording to the indictment, the Germins extoerminated about 60,000
Soviet civilians nand priseners of wmr in the Velikie Luki region; thoy
doported some 40,000 others to slavery in Germeny. On February 1st
the Court declared all the defendants guilty; eight of them were
suntenced to. de~th by honging; three others to varying terms of impri-
sonrent. The death sentences were carried out on the stae day.

I!:GOSL;LV:{L

5e2eli6e In the House of Corrions on February Lth kr. licleil said, in answer
to 2 question, that the British Government had received requests fron
the Yugoslav Government for the surrendsr of & nuber of quislings ond
people of Yugoslav nationality olleged to have engeged in treasontble
nctivities 2meinst the Yugoslav State and to be guilty of offences under
Yugoslav law. Up to the present the allied authorities in Italy hed
traced and surrendered to the Yugoslav Government four of'.thoss concerncd
including the principal Slovene quisling, General Rupnik, General Nedic
had been handed over by the United Stntes ~uthorities, Search for
others continued,
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