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1 November 1962

At about 8.30 p.m. Radio Havana began transmitting a commentary -which included

information received in Cuba about demonstrations carried out in different parts

of the world, including a rally of "20.000 people in front of United Nations HQ",

as well as messages received from worker, student; and other organizations

throughout the world, supporting the Cuban position in the present crisis.

Prime Minister Fidel Castro began speaking at 8,44 p«m. and he said he -would

refer to the conversations carried out during two days with the Acting Secretary-

General of the United Nations and said he thought the best way to inform his

people would be by refering to the text of the conversation.

He explained that the conversations held during the first day were "of a

general character which served to define Cuba's position". During the second day,

he said, "U Thant wanted to submit confidential views'̂  and that the Cuban

participants "had once again explained the position of the Revolutionary Government",

He said that he had asked U Thant whether he would object to releasing the minutes

of the first meeting and that the Secretary-General said that he would not object,

Dr. Castro then read the full verbatim of the first meeting, identifying the

speakers during the course of the conversations. Among the things which came out

in public for the first time, based on the verbatim of this meeting, was the

suggestion that the International Red Cross inspects cargoes bound for Cuba, and

*sthe Cuban Government firm rejection of any U,N, inspection teams in Cuba, He said

that the United States insistance on inspection was intended to humiliate the

Cuban government, Why, he asked, does the United States insist on inspection?

It should suffice that Cuba has not objected to the withdrawal of the strategic

weapons. Inspection, he said, meant humiliation imposed on a defeated nation

"and we are not defeated — to accept humiliating conditions". (He was interrupted

at this point with the first big ovation). On the question of the suggested Red

Cross inspection of cargoes, Castro rejected such inspection in Cuban ports

especially if the Soviets were willing to accept inspection on the high seas.
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After he finished reading the verbatim text of the first meeting, he again

refered to the confidential nature of the second meeting with the Secretary-General.

He said that Cuba had reiterated, during this meeting, Cuban insistence on

assurances that its territory and air space be free of aggression. He refered

to continued violation of Cuban air space by United States planes. It was

during this part of the meeting, he said, that the Secretary-General had inquired

about the missing US aircraft. Dr. Castro said he provided the information and

acceeded to the Secretary-General's suggestion to return the body of the pilot

to the US "on humanitarian grounds" and added that he hoped that the circumstances

which resulted in the death of the pilot could be avoided in the future.

Dr. Castro then made an appraisal of the Secretary-General whom he identified

as "sincere and impartial, desirous to find a solution to these problems", He added

that U Thant was a man of "great experience, competent, who inspires confidence,

These are our conclusions: rU Thant respects our ideas and the rights of our country",

He said that the Sec.General was undertaking "a very important mission which will

serve to enhance his position and improve the prestige of the Organization",

Dr. Castro said the Organization was carrying out its task which is directed to

help all nations especially the smaller countries. "The UN is fulfilling its

work well", he said,"and we fully support it in spite of the fact that we will not

accept any inspection." He said that Cuba would not accept inspection because

he was not willing to sacrifice the principle of sovereignty and because the United

States in demanding this inspection was basing it on a position of power and "we

will never give in to a power position." (Applause)

Dr. Oastro said that during the second meeting, the Cuban participants had

reiterated the Government's firm position based on the five points contained in his

letter to the Secretary-General. Touching on the fifth point, he said, it wqs

"absurd" to ask Cuba to give up "friendly arms" when it had to accept an "enemy

base" on its own territory.
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He then described the peace-loving feelings of the Cuban people —of the

Cuban's hope to work in peace. He said that Cuba had been forced once again to

mobilize in the face of new threats of aggression on the part of the United States.

At a later point, Dr. Castro revealed that "certain discrepancies" had

arisen between Cuba and the Soviet Government. But, he added, "this is not the

place to discuss these problems". He said he did not want to give enemies an'

opportunity to cash in on these differences. They would have to be discussed at

the level of governments and party, he said,"because above all we must state that

we are Marxists and Leninists (Ovation) and that we are friends of the Soviet

Union (Ovation). There will be not split between the Soviet Government and

Cuba. We have confidence in the principles of the Soviet Union and in the

direction of the Soviet Union —that is,we have confidence in the Government and

the directing party of the Soviet Union."

Dr. Castro said he had been asked by the Cuban people for a guiding directive

in the present crisis. He said it was necessary to have confidence and patience

and understand that these international problems are very complex and delicate;

that it was necessary to analyze carefully each aspect* He called for dispipline

and full confidence in the Revolutionary Government of Cuba,

He said that in the face of whatever misunderstanding might exist between Cuba

and the Soviet Union, the Cuban people should not forget what the Soviet Union has

done for Cuba in the face of all "Yankee aggression". Above all, he said, "we

must be grateful". He refered to the fact that Cuban people have had the

opportunity to work with many Russians who had proven admirable friends of the

Cuban people. He was thinking, he said, of the experts in every economic and

social field who had gone to Cuba to help the country undertake its economic and

social development program. And he also refered tothe military experts who hqd gone

to Cuba "ready to die with the Cuban people" — the Russian experts who had trained



- 4-

and armed the "powerful" army that Cuba has today. He also refered to the arms

that the Soviet Government had sent to Cuba, he said, and for which no payment

•would have to be made (Ovation), He said that the Soviet Union had decided

recently to cancel all outstanding debts for arms shipments. Dr. Castro added

that although military matters should not be discussed, he thought it -was

necessary to point out that the strategic weapons sent by the Soviet Union to

strengthen the Cuban defense did not belong to Cuba. He explained that they were

very complicated weapons that required highly-specialized military personel

and that, therefore, it had been agreed that the arms would remain the property

of the Soviet Union and operated by Soviet crews. He said it was, thus, why

Cuba had not opposed the withdrawal of the strategic weapons, as they belonged

to the Soviet Union, He concluded his address in a rallying tone, calling for

greater unity among the Cuban people, greater efforts and sacrifices to maintain

the country on a war-footing without detriment to the productive aspects of the

Cuban economy.

Dr. Castro coniuded his address at 10,05 p.m. (it lasted one hour and twenty
\

minutes).


