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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

25 November 1997

Dear Mr. de Warlincourt,

Thank you for your thoughtful letter of
10 November.

I was very glad to see you again, along with
Messrs. Vandelac and Dagilis. I was very interested
in your projects to promote an increase in bamboo
production, which, as you explained, would provide for
sustainable and people-oriented development.

I encourage you to continue working with the
United Nations system in the pursuit of your efforts,
and to keep Mr. de Soto informed.

Yours sincerely,

Kofj, A. Annan
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Mr. Jean-Pierre de Warlincourt
Gala D'Or
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Dear Mr. Secretary-General, " — •~1^-T^F'Sfc

I am writing to thank you for the warm welcome you gave Pierre Vandelac, Trevor Dagilis and I in
your office on 28 Q~ctober 1997.

We were very pleased to have the opportunity to brief you on the advantages of increasing bamboo
production world-wide and on the newj?articleboard processing technology developed by Mr.
Dagilis. It is not difficult to be enthusiastic regarding the positive impact that future activities such as
those we are planning, are certain to have on the environment and economies of concerned
developing countries. I will list only a few of the most significant advantages: a stimulus to
sustainable bamboo agro-industry; a decrease of the pressure on forests; greater employment
possibilities (with equal opportunities and remuneration for women and men); development of low-
cost housing; improvement of the country's income-earning capacity (including of foreign exchange);
and amelioration of the environment thanks to both the gradual substitution of wood products by
bamboo products, and to the increase in the fixation of carbon, since bamboo absorbs as much carbon
as tropical forests and more than softwood forests.

We are most grateful for your ideas, and those of Mr. Alvaro de Soto, as to whom we should see
within the UN system of organizations and specialized agencies. Thanks to you, we were able to have
several stimulating meetings in the few days we spent in New York. We began to follow these up
with other contacts in relevant UN offices in Geneva. We intend to return shortly to Geneva, New
York and Washington to complete the visits to all UN bodies you and Mr de Soto recommended that
we see.

As you suggested, we will continue to update you, through Mr, de Soto, on our contacts in the UN
system and on the general progress of our project.

We were most encouraged by your positive reaction to the objectives of our project, and we are
confident that these - and our commitment - will complement positively the aims and on-going
activities of the UN.

We look forward to further opportunities for exchanging information with you and colleagues
throughout the relevant organizations and specialized agencies of the UN.

Yours truly,

Jean-Pierre de Warlincourt

Carrer de sa Cantera, 9
07660 CalaD'Or
Mallorca, Spain

cc Alvaro de Soto, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, United Nations
Organization
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