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E. W. Mathu, Chief UN 

~ M.I,-~267 

Representative in E' ville ~ ~ 
Mr . R.K. Gardiner, Officer- In-Charge, ONUC, t eo~Qldville 

Dr. Lasserre's Reuort on the Health Situation of the 
Former Baluba Camp in E'ville 

29 September 1962 

I attach herewith a copy of Dr. Lasserre 1 s report on 'the above 
mentioned subject. 

I wish to inform you that Dr. Lasserre performed his assignment with 
expedition and I myself am grateful to him for the work he has so efficiently 
accomplished . 

I have asked him to bring this report to you in person as he is 
leaving by plane early this afternoon. You will get it quicker this way than 
if I pouched it to you. 
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lisabethville, le 28 septembre 1962 . 

, onsieur G DDTER 
Representant des ~ations Unies au Congo 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

Concerne Enquete sur une eventuelle epidemie parmi les r efugi es 
Baluba a Elisabethville . 

Cher fonsi eur, 

Selan votre desir je me suis rendu a Elisabethville le 
24 septembre 1962 pour y faire une enquete sur l' epidemie qui aurait 
eclate dans le Camp des r efugi es proche des troupes tuni s iennes. 

Voici le r esultat de mes inves tigations : 

I- a) Donnees generales : Les Baluba sent reparti s en 2 camps , l ' un de 
2 . 500 personnes environ, dent 1. 400 enfants, situe a cot e des cantonnements 
des troupes tunisienne~. L ' autre, comptant environ 5. 000 personnes, dent 
2 tiers d ' enfant , est situ' aux abords des cantonnements des troupes 
irlandaises . Je parlerai dans ce rapport de 11Camp Tunisian" et "Camp 
Irlandais" pour d 'signer les refugi es Baluba peuplant les zones des troupes 
tunisiennes ou irlandaises . 

b-) La situation des logements et d ' alimentation des r efugi es vous est 
connue : Je n ' y reviendrai done pas . 

c-) Alimentation en eau: Les r efugi es utili sent l'eau d ' Elisabethville, 
qui est saine . N anmoins les points d'eau sont rares et lors des pluies 
on peutcraindre que les r efugies n ' utilisent les eaux de ruissel lement qui 
seront certainement infect ees . 

d-) Vermine ,; : Lors de mes inves tigations je n'ai pas trouve de poux chez 
les r efugi es , ce qui ecarte le danger d ' eclosion d'une epidemie de typhus 
exanthematique. 

• •• I ••• 
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2-) Etat de sante actuel des Baluba: S'il est certain que l'on observe 
des cas de sous-alimentation, surtout parmi les enfants, la sante des 
refugies nea:r.unojns m' a paru satisf aisant~ . 

3-a) Investigations sur une pretendue epidemie actuelle : Le medecin 
du 14eme Bataillon Tunisien a ete frapp e par la pre5ence de nombreux cas 
d 1une maladie dans le Camp Tunisian qui presentait les caract eristiques 
d'une affection epidemique . N' etant pas en me:!'lure de pousser plus lo~n 
ses observations , il envoya un rapport alarmant a Leopoldville 

b-) Enquete epidemiologigue : Jel 1ai menee successivement aupre5 du medecin 
tunisien, des m~decins irlandais, du Lieutenant Colonel raerup (ADMS), du 
medecin en Chef des troupes indiennes, de l 1Hopital ONUC de la Croix-Rouge 
italienne, du Service d 1Hygiene de la ville d'Elisabethville, des medecins 
de l ' Hopital Prince Leopold (Hopital Indigene :·) et de la Croix-Rouge Katan­
gaise . part le medecin Tunisien aucun autre medecin n ' a observe jusqu ' a 
maintenant de cas d'une maladie r eputee pestilentielle . Le medecin tunisien 
craignait avoir a faire a une epidemie de fievre tyPhoide qui pourrait mettre 
en danger lee troupes ONUC . 

c-) Enquete clinique personnelle : J'ai examine une trentaine de malades du 
Camp tunisien ayant pr ' sente des signes qui avaient alarme le medecin tunisien. 
Ni l ' anamnese, ni le~ signes cliniques ne font penser a une fievre typhoide, 
mais simplement a un etat grippal. 

Enquete laboratoire : J 1ai preleve 8 echantillons de sang chez des malades 
atteints depuis suffisamment de jours pour que la r eaction s erologique puisse 
etre positive en cas de fievre typhoide . Les 8 echantillons de sang , examine 
au l aboratoire de l ' Hopital italien se sont r ev ' l es negatifs pour la typhoide. I 

et pour les brucelloses. 
I 

d-) Conclusion: Les investigations epidemiologique, clinique et de laboratoire j 
me permettent d'affirmer qu ' il n ' y a pas d ' pidemie actuelle de fie:vre typhoide 
ni de maladie pestilentielle parmi les refugies Baluba d 1Elisabethville. 

En revanche plusieurs d ' entre eux ont et e atteints d ' une maladie a virus 
de type grippal . Cette af fection virale e s t benigne et guerit spontanement 
en quelques jours laissant tout au plus uncertain etat de faibles se pendant 
quelg_ues s emaines.. • 

L ' hopital Prince Leopold a hospitalise de nombreux cas $imilaires et 
son laboratoire e s t en train d ' essayer de savoir de quel virus il s ' agit 
exactement • . 

• . .. I ••• 
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Il n'y a done aucun danger particulier pour le moment pour les troupes 
et le personnel 0NUC a Elisabethville . Mais il est clair que la concentration 
de plus de 7. 000 r ' fugi es vivant dans des conditions tres miserables, souf­
frant de plus en plus de sous-alimentation, ne peut que favoriser l' eclosion 
d ' une epidemie pestilentielle catastrophique . Parmi elles on peut craindre 
en tout premier lieu la peste, mais cette affection n'eriste pour l'instant 
pas dans le Katanga . 

Le typhus exanthematique est peu a craindre puisque les refugi ee ne 
semblent pas etre atteint s par les poux. 

Il ya quelques cas de variole a Elisabethville, mais la majorite des 
r efugies est vaccinee contre cette affection. 

La fievre jaune pourrait etre un danger pour les r efugi es . En revanche 
ce danger est minime pour le personnel 0NUC puisque celui-ci est vaccine 
contre cette affection 

Les refugi es representent done un danger potentiel, comme cela etait 
le cas depuis le debut des camps. 

4-) Propositions : J ' ai observe qu 'il y avait des rapports un peu trop etroits 
entre lee soldats ~unXaie~set les Baluba du Ca.mp voisin . Il conviendrait que 
ces rapports soient empech 's ce qui semble possible dans une troupe soumise 
a la discipline militaire . 

Devant l'eventualite , du:reste peu probable , d'apparition de cas de peste , 
il conviendrait de s 1assurer que l'0NUC a assez de vaccine anti- pesteux pour 
le cas ou il deviendrait brusquement necessaire de proceder a des vaccinations 
massives . 

Il conviendrait de s 'assurer que tout le personnel civil et militaire de 
l'0NUC stationne a Elisabethville et dans ses environs a effectivement ete 
vaccine centre les fievres typhoides dans un delai de moins de deux ans, contr 
la variole dans un delai de moins d'un an, contre la fievre jaune dans un dela· 
de moins de 6 ans . 

Quant a la question des chiens et des~ je n'ai pas et e frapp e , en 
parcourant les camps a plusieurs reprises par la presence de cadavres de 
chiens ou de rats et je ne pense pas qu ' il y ait lieu de s ' alarmer da.ns ce 
domaine . 

Envoi de mission medicale chez le s r efugi ' s Baluba: Je me rallie dans 
ce domaine a l'opinion unanime selon laquelle ce serait une grave erreur que 
d 'envoyer une Hi ssion de secours internationale dans le s camp ::, Baluba. 

••• I •.•• 
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1 1envoi d 1une telle mission provoquerait un retour massif de Baluba et 
recreerait en quelque sorte tren rapidement le camp. Ainsi en voulant venir 
en ai de a quelques milliers de .r 0fugi 0s on ne tarderait pa3 a avoir a faire 
face a quelques dizaines de milliers d 1entre ewe. Si bien qu 'une aide actuelle 
ne tarderait pas a causer un v eritable desastre . 11 est clair qu ' il s•agit 
d 1un probleme qui releve le s autorit es katangaise s et de la Croix- Houge 
Katangaise . 

J 1ai insiste personnellement aupres de cet te Soci et e pour qu 'elle prenne 
en main l es problemes qui se posent parmi les r efugi es Baluba 

Je tiems a remercier ici tout particulierement Monsieur Roeffen de son 
ai de aussi efficace qu 1 eclairee . I la pris sa tache parmi les refugies 
singulierement a coeur et a acquis une tres precieuse exp erience, dont je 
n ' ai ce ase de beneficier , des difficiles problemes poses par les camps de 
r ~fugi es Baluba. 

Veui llez agreer, Cher Monsieur, mes respectueuses et 3inceres 
salutations . 

c . c . - Croix Rouge Suisse , Berne 
0 M S, Leopoldville 
CIC R, Leopoldville 
:r. . •. W. Mathu, Elisabe thville 

UNITE MED!CALE SUISSE 
Le chef de mission 

/- · ;P. ~--··· 
Dr. R. Lasserre 

Lieutenant Colonel aerup, Elisabethville 
M. J . H. J . C. Roeffen, EJ. i sabet hville. 
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E.W. Mathu, Chief UN Representative in E'ville -~ ~ 
Mr. R.K. Gardiner, Officer-in-Charge, ONUC Leopoldville 

Report on Supposed Epidemic Among Refugees 

28 September 1962 

Attached hereto please find a copy of the report on supposed 

epidemic among refugees in the former Baluba camp and of the transmittal 

letter from Gen. Prem Chand. 

Also attached is a copy of the report on clinical and 

laboratory investigations. 



COPY 

Elisabethville 27 Sept. 
Med 697 - 9/62/JN/RB 

From Maj Gen D Prem Chand, GOC Katanga Area, E'ville 

To Mr.E.W. Mathu, Chief UN Representative in E'ville 

Subject Report on Supposed Epidemic Among Refugees 

Date 27 September 1962 

We discussed a few days ago, the implications of a report 
received from Mr. Gardiner and the Force Commander that there was 
a danger of an epidemic in the Tunisian Camp resulting from 
unhygienic conditions in the squatters camp in the vicini t y of 
the battalion. As agreed, an investigation has now been made and I am 
sending you a copy of a report by Lt. Col. NAERUP. ADMS Katanga Area. 
Certain pre~entive measures have been recommended in the report and 
our medical authorities and Bravo Sector will go into these further 
to improve conditions, wherever possible. 

At Para 6 of the report, it has been recommended that the 
Katangese authoriti es be approached for necessary action tuw:ards 
ensuring that better sanitary and hygienic conditions obtain in the 
squatters camp and that any possibility of an epidemic is avoided. It 
is requested that this matter be taken up with the Katangese 
authorities on priority. 
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TO GOC KAT AREA 

FROM ADMS HQ KAT AREA 

COPY 

Elisabethville 28sep 
Med 699 - 9/62/JN/IIB 

SUBJECT REPORT ON SUPPOSED EPIDEMIC AMONG REFUGEES 

Ref our Med 697 - 9/62 of 27sep. 

1 Laboratory tests carried out on blood from supposed epidemic cases 

among refugees is negative. 

2 Both clinical and laboratory investigations do not show any sign 

of epidemic among the refugees referred to. 

COPY TO 
CMO HQ ONUC LEO 
INTERNAL 
CHIEF UN REPRESENTATIVE KATANGA AREA 

(J. NAERUP) Lt Col 

ADMS HQ KAT AREA 
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~el~phone~m$ B.P. l8J4,, ~- ~'\ 

135/137 Chauss8e -de Kasaiiga, J ~'-'X, \\ 
ELISABErHVILLE. 

11th September;1962. 

Mt-. R. GARDENER~ . 
Director United Bations Organization in Congo~ 
Headquarters; 
LIDPOLDVILLE, 
Republigue du Congo, 

Dear Sir, 

May I be allowed to write you brte:fl:y in connection \d th the 
REI.IDGEE ·cA:MP here outside the city of Elisabethrllle? I aJjl aware· that 
the Camp is not the direct concern of :any Mission; further, I do not write 
from a:rry political viewpoint or m0tive, but solely from a humanitarian 
basis. · · · 

Our Mission is establishErl in Ka.tangs. since 1884; we have posts 
in every section t,£ Ka.ta.nga., including the North. I mysel:f know the Baluba 
Ka.tanga. intimately, having spent some twenty )tea.rs among them in North 
Ka.tanga.I have spent some years also among other Katanga peoples, West and 
South. I cam therefore claim to write impartially. 

. - - .. 

I do not knew the precise number o:f people still living in the . · · 
Camp; it is variously state:l to be from -~500 to 4000, all told. But I have, 
as a missionary speaking their language, contacted them many times. I feel 
it therefore to be my dutt to place before you their request. There is one 
thing- they desire,na.mely, to be repatriated to their one-time district or· 
origin. Doubtless many·-o:r them have spent-·many years in Elisabethville and 
district, but they affirm that · tliey -will on no account return to ·the com.mes 
and that they wilrnever do so; they will accept neither :food nor clothing 
nor help of any kind. 

It does not· appertain ·to me to judge of their cause, whether their 
claims are right or · wrong. But,.· bearing in mind the hum.reds of women and -
children among them, would it not heal an-open breach to let them be transport­
-Ed to the region they wish to go to? Thar living cond.itions are appalling. 
They neither wash nor clean their clotheitJ,; because they, it seems, have 
ta.ken a final choice to return North or perish~ We iray try to reason with 
them to retm".l'l to their communes, that they have Government gu.aran¼ees o:f 
security and o:f work, as well as o:f :food .;. all of which is doubtless true. 
Nothing avails. I know their position is illogical. But to put an end to this 
state of affairs, and to allow at least those women and children to lead 
decent lives, would it not be infinitely better to take them back than w 
allow such bitterness to grip them as it is doing? I believe both UNOO and 
the Katanga Government wish to see them treated rightly; it is un:fortimate 
that so many should have to suffer because a minority is not prepared to 
trust to promises given. 

I trust you will not take amiss this letter. We pray that you may 
be helped in your onerous task. ~ .. - - · 

Yours faith:f.'uilly, 

· -s.&Nock · · · 
Legal Representative'Sarem nze Evan lical Mission 

P.s. I need ha:ro.ly remind you,Sir~ that the 
rains are not :far oft; many of the campers are 
wi theut shelter o:f any sort. 
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To 

From 

Subject 

• 

'\ • ; , V V ~ CAO LE • ON UC, El ISA BETHYI LLE 

y 
Mr . ·Robert K. Gardiner , Officer-in-Charge ONUC 

G. Fulcheri, Acting UN Representative , Elisabethville 

Mail for Refugees 

22 August 1962. 

A large quantity of mail addressed to former inhabitants of 
the Refugee Camp, as well as mail returned to them, is at present 
lying in our Mail Office. Such mail cannot be delivered since the 
forwarding addresses are unknown. 

.. ,.. 
We would like to dispose of this correspondence by destro7ing ~: 

but, before any action is taken, we would appreciate your instructions 
on this matter • 

GF/ysg. 

7( 
, , 



Leopoldville, 13 August 1962 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

MEMORANDUM 

Mr. Robert K.A. Gardiner 
Officer-in-Charge, OlIDC, Leopoldville 

A. R. Cashmore, Member of Quaker team 
at Elisabethville 

Liquidation of the Refugee Camp , Elisabethville 

Present S~tuation: August 13th 

1 . :By the 1st August, dateof the official transfer of the camp 
site to the Katang~se authorities, approximately i500 men, women and 
children remained in the camp . All , or most of these people, appear 
to have been issued with U.N. registration cards , but could not be 
evacuated to their own home areas, because these lie under Katangese 
control • 

These are the hard core of the camp population, remaining 
after the last U,N. evacuation flights had taken place. Several 
thousand other camp occupants had voluntarily dispersed befor e August 1st. 

2. These 1500 have persistently refused to re-enter the Communes, 
despite guarantees of safety, of shelter and work by the Katangese 
authorities. They have also refused the offer by the same authorities, 
made several times to the camp leaders, to transport them by train to 
Kamina, thence to their home areas, but at their own risk . 

3. The women and children, guarded by a IlUIIlber of youths who 
appear to belong to the Jeunesse , have main~ ned a sit-down demonstra­
tion - and, at least initially, a hunger-st rike, near to the Tunisian 
Camp, over the past eleven days . The camp leaders have had 3 or 4 
meetings with Mr. Mathu, to request U.N. evacuation to Albertville . 
These requests have consistently been refused, on the grounds that the 
U.N. evacuation operation had terminated on July 31st, having evacuated 
all those who had registered and whose home af reas lay under the Central 
Government's control. 

The camp dwellers have consistently maintained that U. N. was 
responsible for t heir welfare and that any deaths which might occur, 
would be the responsibility of U.N. 

4. The Chief of Katanga Pplice, Colonel Sapwe, is anxious to 
avoid violence, which may lead to accusations of persecution, but is 

./ . 
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equally determined that the Camp must be cl·osed for fear of incidents 
between camp dwellers and local communities . The proposal is to clos·e the 
camp on or by Tuesday August 14th with the minimum force necessary. 

Nobody knows what the camp inmates will then do. It should be said 
that the detennination of the camp dwellers to seek evacuation. , . mtY be due 
to discipline imposed by members of Jeunesse, who may have S~~£Ril records 
and are almost certainly terrorising people who would - or some of whom would -
be prepared to return to the communes . 

Pro.1:,0,sals 

As these people have persistently demonstrated their desire · to be 
evacuated to Albertville, where they declare they will· be amongst their own 
people and out of reach of the Katanga gendarmerie, U.N. cannot abandon 
all responsibility for their welfare . 

It is suggested that the Quaker workers, Ruth Bilton and Tony Cashmore, 
should find out from the relevant Katangese authorities, whether an area of 
the camp can be sealed off with complete effectiveness, so that the remaining 
camp inmates cannot be joined by fresh arr ivals • 

It is essential that this condition be met before the following 
steps can be undertaken . 

A. The Quaker workers, together with other relevant voluntary organisations 
who will help, and in co-operation with the Katangese authorities should: 

1) immediately register all those in the camp . 

2) prepare to evacuate the camp dwellers by train to Ka.mina base at 
the earliest possible time. 

B. The huts must be razed to the ground immediately after the evacuation 
by the Katangese or by ONUC in consultation with Elisabethville City 
Authorities. 

c. U.N. will undertake to receive a group not exceeding 1500 men, women and 
children evacuees at the Ka.mina base and will maintain them until they 
can be transported by U.N. to Albertville. 

D. It is understood that the group which still remains at the Camp site must 
be given an assurance that they will be taken to Albertville, otherwise 
force will be necessary to entrain them at Elisabethville . 

E. UN protection will be provided on the train from E'ville to Kamina, if 
considered necessary and not likely to arouse false hopes as to possible 
resumption of the refugee evacuation programme• 
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13 August 1962 

IIr. R. K. A. Gardin r , Officer-in-Cha rge, 
ONUC, L-opoldville 

Nils Gussing , Chief 
Elisabethvill 

Situation of the refugee camp at 

... 

When planning and making proposals for a liquidation of 
the giant refugee camp at Elisabethville it has always been stressed 
that whatever proj cts were adopted to that effect, ther would always 
at the end be a residue in the camp refusing to accept any of the 
solutions offered. 

Especially when we at the end of Apri l were r apidly 
reaching tha t point when a refugee camp attains that certain age 
when it r oves almost impossible to get rid of it and it was a reed 
upon that the only solution which would lead to the result aimed at 
liquidation of th camp within reasonable tim - was to meet the 
wishes of the r fugees to repatria te them to their tribal areas , i t 
became evident that the residue would be fairly l ar • This was mainly 
due to the f act that up to the last minute it was unclear whether it 
was nec essary or even advisable lfi'.or UN to "repatriate" the Balubas 
from North Katan a whose trib~l areas were situated not only in the 
Federal Republic of the Coneo but in the Province of Katanga where 
at least at that time 1ville was the capital. 

In the last weeks before the completion of the UN re­
patriation project .and as l a te as 26 July it was estimated that on 
the date of the closure of the camp - the 31 July 1962 - there would 
remain in the camp some 10 , 000 refugees , who for several reasons had 
not been elieible for UN repatriation . My opini on on this situation 
has been reported in my memorandum No . 393 of 26 July 1962 . 

The actual situation did, however , improve between 26 
and 31 July and when UN in the morning of 1 August withdrew its pro­
t otion from the camp site thousands of refugees ha d dispersed and 
there remained in th camp according to the estimat s of myself and 
my staff only some 1, 500 refugees - according to the refueees them­
selves there r emained some 2, 500 :persons ., Practically all of these 
refuges seemed to be (as ex ected) Balubaka t or i g ina ting from areas 
controlled by the Katangese provincial authori ti s or newcomers who 
for tha t reason wer not elieible for UN repatriation . 
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Since th n re.f'ugees have left the camp and I would say 
that maximum th sam numb r (1,500) did remain in th old camp on 
11 August 1962, i •• , the day before I left E'ville, persist ntly 
demanding evacuation by UN not to th ir tribal areas but to Alb rtvill 
Their wish is certainly to a great extent influenced by Mr. Sendwe ' s 
promise th th ir del gat s to demand UN evacuation of all Balubakat 
to Alb rtvill irrespective of th ir real place of origin, which promise 
was not limited to the Balubakat in the camp . Of the r maining re­
fugees the men and the young boys stayed (on 11 Augus t ) calm in the 
camp or visited the city, where«s the women and the small childr n 
sine on week were squatting outside th office of the Command r of 
th Tunisian Battalion supervised by a numb r of what s eem d to be 
J uness and stating that they would hunger-strike until UN did re­
patriat them to Alb rtville . The first days they really s emed to 
hungerstrike, but now thy seem d to beg tting food somehow -- there 
was a constant coming and going to and from the "sit down" area, and 
the women were attending to their laundry, etc . , and by no means acting 
as people really d termin d to carry out as rious huneerstrike -- but 
the fact cannot be denied that they still r main don the spot on 11 
ugust, which fact in itself carri s a constant risk of incid nts. 

ccording to the 1 ad rs of the remaining refug s th re are 
three different groups a 

a) 

b) 

o) 

problems 

peopl who want to return to the communes but apparently 
dare not take th necessary action against the will of the 
others . They all seem · to be dominated by a comparatively 
stron roup of Jeunesse . 

people who hav not yet made up their minds and who are staying 
along to see if something bett r is offered. 

people who insist on repatriation . It is believ d that this 
group contains a numb r of common law criminals who really 
have som thing to fear from the Katanges police . 

There are, in my opinion , the following solutions to this 

a) Re~atriation by UN 

i . e . , that UN makes a final effort and repatriates these 
maximum 1, 500 persons not to their tribal areas but to Albertville or 
perh.,ps Manono . 

./ 
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UN would d finitely d part from the basic principl adopted 
for the whole op ration - r patria tion to tribal areas only -- and 
t ho result would probably be the creation of a new r fugee camp -t 
Alb rtville or nono. 

Irresp ctive of principl sit would certainly not matt r very 
much if UN actually did repatriat 72 , 000 or 73 , 500 refug s , but it 
is my firm opinion that as long as UN continues with a repatriation 
proj ct there will at an iven dat always b left b hind thousands 
of ersons claiming repatriation by UN. 

Thos thousands of refugees who dispersed b tw n 26 and 31 
July are still somewh re in E 'ville and they would most probably return 
to UN claiming what thy consider to b th ir right to a free repatriation. 

e lrnow of thousands of newcomers to E ville squatting in empty 
houses mostly in the ni ghbourhood of UN troops -- all hoping for or 
r questing UN .r patriation . 

N w "re:fugees " continue to come into E' ville every day, and 
this influx will most probably incr ase at t he first sign of a con­
tinuation of the repatriation . If, on the oth r hand, the Baluba popula­
tion still remaining in South Katanga und rstands that the repatriation 
via UN has really stopped it is to be hoed that th influx will c ease , 
and p ople will stay where they are until thy hav th p ssibility to 
trav l by their own mans in cac e t heir wish for r epatriation still 
p rsists . 

With one word UN would start something to which we could see 
no end within reasonable tim, and we would try to solve a roblem the 
extension of which has nothing whatsoever to do with th li~uidation 
of the form r r fuee• camp at E 'ville . 

b) Th Katangese provincial authoriti the probl m 
and roint grate th• remaining refug es in E1ville or re atriat 
them to their real tribal ar as which they have already offered to do . 

Comments a 

Experience has proved that very refugee programm l eaves a 
residue which i s not ligible for or does not accept the solutions 
offered - in this case r patriation or return to the commun s . 
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Unless new projects ar decided upon , this residue always has to 
stay in the camps -- as was th case in Europe for decades - or 
to be absorbed by the local population. To my mind also in the 
casa of the residue of the refugee camp at E'ville it would seem to 
be the most natural and best solution to reintegrate them in E1ville 
where most of them are born and have lived all their life . Such 
an int gration cannot be carri d out against the goodwill of the 
loca l authorities and the best results are usually achieved if the 
operation is handled by the same local authorities, which will have 
to handle the af t r-care which oft n is n c ssary also when foreign 
"missions" such as ONUC have left the country. 

As far as the E1ville "refug s" are concerned, a re-integra­
tion should be easi r than usually is th cas with refuges from 
another nation , who hav not to r eintegrate but to integrate into a 
foreign and to them strange and often hostile community. I also fee l 
stron ly that the Katanges authoriti s should b able to cope with 
this comparatively small probl m. Still UN remains on the spot and 
experienced staff is left in E'ville ready to offer their advic' if 
need d and wished for. 

The Katang s authorities want to do their best - and I 
feel they are sincere - but as yet they have found no solution to the 
situation other than by su esting UN should r patriat also the residue. 
I do , howev r , still feel that thy will find a way to solve the problem 
themselves and after all UN is there following the fat of the refuges 
althoU8h now at a distanc and trying to help not direc t but via 
voluntary agenci es . 

Should th Katangese authorities compl i ely break their word 
a new situation might arise. 

c) - voluntary agency undertakes to solve the probl m by 
r integration or r patriation . 

Commenta1 

The only a ncy which at res nt is comple t ely neutral is 
the British Friends Service , which has ac tually sent a team to E' ville 

.;. 
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to counsel and help those refu ees who we knew wanted or would hav 
to r eintegrate in the E' ville area. I would sugges t that they are 
asked to evaluate the real situation of the remaining refugees still 
in the camp • 

.Any agency, however, which would undertake to continue or 
follow up th proj cts so far im lem nted by UN will to my mind mos t 
probably met exactly the s · me difficulties as UN has met in the past 
i •• , to det rmine the actual scope of th probl m. s far as this 
proposal i s concerned I also have exactly th same fears as if UN would 
st in again namely that the mere fact tha t hopes for re atriation 
are again rai sed would lead to a new influx of new "ref ees ". 

Whatev r agency is concerned world o inion mi ht a lways claim 
that th responsibi lity for this complet 1 new problem which , i n my 
opinion might arise , lies with UN , 

I t must b stress d once more that a ll th time it has been 
acc epted both by New York and Leo that in ord r to liquidat the cam 
within reasonable time, UN would have to tak risks . The stimated 
residue was all the time and actually proved to be th major risk. If 
UN had not taken this risk by firml statine the compl tion of UN hel 
at a certain date , the residue would today have been a steadily increas­
in number of some 10,000 "refugees". Now the residue is .a slowly 
deer asin number of maximum 1, 500 ersons on the cam sit • My feeling , 
therefore , i s that UN should not interfere now but follow the situation 
and be ready to reconsider its policy in case a new situation should aris 

It is a lso stron -ly felt that UN should as from now stop 
referring to thes :p ople a.S "ref es 11 , which word in connection wi t h 
UN in i tself implies a certai n right to i nterna tional assistance . They 
are really politica l or oth r opponents to the local gov rnment and 
are carrying out th ir "fight " in a way which does perhaps se m s trange 
to a western mind. As far as I am informed, such "op:posi tion elem nts 11 

do exist in several parts of the Congo all running simi l ar p rsonal 
r i sks as the Baluba population in South Ka t anga -- but as far as I know 
only in Katanga these eo le have been called and tr ated as refugeeA 

NG/ ln /V 



• Robert K. Gardiner 
Offioer-in-Oharge ONUC 

Kr . K. Khia.ry, 
Chief Civilian Operations 
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:31isu.bethville , le 7 o t 1962 

... LIS,1. ,ETHVI LL3 

1 onsieu r; 

l! NSI:."U t .. , • .n,l ILmm. P~ s P::n 
t' , s1 1 T PROVINCL'..L Gorn , m. 1rT 

DU LU_.L...,Brt a 
ALil::::! .TVLLE 

~·uus peu le !. uluba refugies dcpuis se tembre 1 1 
stop. Proteston a contre les manoeuvres injustes de 
l.l . FL1 D, JUSTEL-:JCK , ,.LPII ~ .,JG f.JU . qui i nfil trerent 
les nouyeaux- arrives a notre r ang s top. 

Ils l 1ont fai t ;Jour l ' ar ent et reta r dent no re 
aevo.cuation stop. K~lLl I,!ichel seul de f end J,l.Otre i nteret sto / 
Un avion a notre dispos ition est necessaire i mmediate stop 
0 . l'f .u. deuande votre intervention aupres du Gouverne.i.1ent 
Central pour notre evacuation stop . 

On nous oblige de rentre dans des Communes stop. lei 
si tuation tres miserabl e stop Preferont tous mourri r, s i 
pas satisfaction en bre~ delai f ul lstop. 





D • • 

Objet . : 

Av cl e du 
eux pea · de df co un.. p-ro 
er ou e est eel'. en pol.itiq u.i ont ~t 

lib t transpo e · ar uluabourg e don e -f illee 
;r eore en terri toi i inaccessible _' l. ' ONtJC. Pour 
oe mi ternational de l Oro et 
par po re les de ,ce in 
c s El vill :t"re po i 
qui ort it . ar · r Surfa ant 
. n. a leur d • or . ine' · b 

mb n' xcede 25 

1 
, - ·s 

- 5 
. - 2 

.... 

Ci31Ui d e:f 
qui ont e r s, 
oir: le L c 

iers rens e . e9us i 
m r total de C ugies qui 

atrie d leur mili u ' 'gine, s'eleve ·a 
ultes -· t 96 en u.1t.,: 

pour Albertville 
Bakwanga 
Luluabour 
oquilh t 

vu 
' acquit 

_probl . r · • je pro 
'ev cuation e i r . . 





Cawp des Elisubethvi lle le 1-8-62. 

tef/ L'6vacuution immediate . 

ILUBIII 
~ 4345-n,. +c 

sieur .Coussine, 

, inistre de l ' inter:eur du ouv­
entral de Leopoldville . 

' . Lendwe Jr son , Vice Preoier I, inistre du 
gouvernement Centro.I Le~poldville . 

~. !.Iwa.mba Ilun 0 £.\ , President Provincial du Nord­
Katan ·a . 

·~ • RolJert, Gbrdiner, lt 
Congo , ,Leo :10 

rge de la mission des refugies 
sa be thvi 11 e . 

onsieur le Lie utenant ,Colonel ABSINE :?.euiza , nous o. appris ce raatin <:ue 
vous ~tes des a.ujourd ' hui responsable des uffaires qu 1 interessent les refugies. 
et surtout de lmfl evacuation . 

Comme vous le savez nous n ' avons ja.mais pense a o.utre chose que ce soit, 
si ce n 1 est qu 1 a notre ev.ucuution . Le gouvcrnement Central et les Nations- Unies 
savent l ' un , l 1autre que c ' est nous ui sommes victimes jusqu ' alors , de faim , 
des q,aladies de toute sorte et de la mort dans les conditions tellement inhumaines . 

Bien s r , nous connaissons la grandeur de cette t che muis nous ne doutons 
jamais qu 1 avec de la bonne grtce vous reussirez . Il vous faut comprendre une seule 
chose notre desir de regagner le Nord-iCatanga . 

Nous attiront votre attention sur les consequences ue pourront surven•r 
le cas OU un re lement a notre robleme ne sera pas satisfaisant. 

Nous vous aeront tres reconnaissant et pour le mooent nous ne couptons que 

vous et a votre bonne volonte. 

Nos remerciements . 
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31 July 1962. 

To Mr. R. K. Gardiner, Officer-in-Charge, ONUC, Leopoldville -

From Nils G. Gussing, Chief Coordina tor, Refugee Camp, Elis e .,~,~~~{,( J 
The Office of the Refugee Camp 'at Elisaoethville Subject 

In your cable ER 544 of 27 June , you informed me as follows: 
"Have explained Sendwe ONUC intention establish and maintain office 
Elisabethville to which those returning communes may report any 
harassment and invited him nominate Balubakat repres entative to be 
stationed there". Has any Balubakat representative been appointed 
by Sendwe, and when will he turn up? 

2. In my private letter to you No . 372 of 11 July 1962, I gave my 
full support to this idea and also informed you that in my opinion , Mr . 
H.J.C . Roeffen would be the most suitable officer to take charge of that 
office when I leave . 

3. In Secret cable ADMEL 973 of 14 July 1962, Mr . Gauvreju, Senior 
Administrative Officer at Elisabethville and myself' have made t:b'.e following 
proposal for the staffing of this office: 

(a) 

Mr . J . H. C. Roeffen 
Mr. Arne Forslund 
Mr . U. Lindencrona 
Miss N. Lyn~eberg 
Miss C. Eliasson 
Mr . P. Caheii 

Chief of Section 
Administrative Officer 
Social Worker 
Social Worker 
Social Worker 
Administrative Officer 

Mr . J. Flad (Local 
1 Secretary 

Staff)Administrative Officer 
(suggest Miss Y. Granger) 

Mr. J. Bayi, Mr. V. Mukoka , Mr. H. 
Office Clerks - for one month. 

3 local staff -

The main duties of this office would be: 

Purdom -

to reoeive any complaints from the ex- refugees who have returned 
to the comnnmes in Elisabethville; and where necessary assist them 
to get in touch with voluntar y agencies or local social authorities 
which could look into their problems . 

(b) To arrange transport t o Leopoldville and Luluabourg etc . of · 
family reunion oases for which the travel on space available 
basis has been authorised by Leopoldville . The family reunion 
cases in the refugee camp are all transported but for about 30 
persons who will be moved within the next few days . We have, 

/however • •• •• 



i' ... 
: ' I 2 

however, received transport authorisation for a number of persons 
living outside the camp - usually their relatives have applied 
direct to you and we have just received the request from you to 
transport them. 

(c) To arrange transport for new cases which might be authorised by 
you, as was also the case before our family reunion project started. 

(d) UN has in the past helped students to go to Leopoldville to complete 
their studies. If that is going to continue thiw office should 
handle it. 

(e) To set up a card register on all refugees rep~triated so that ONUC 
in the future can give a correct answer to the International Red 
Cross and other agencies or private persons who are already now 
trying to trace, via us, their relatives who have previously lived 
in the refugee camp. This work is already going on and is estimated 
to take about one month. 

5. How long this office should bekept is impossible to say for the moment. 
I feel the future of the office should be reconsidered in early September, when 
the card register will be completed. Then at least some of the staff members 
could be released for other assignments in the Congo. 

6. The situation of the remaining staff is the following as Leo was 
informed in Secret Cable ADMEL 973 of 14 July 1962: 

l!r. R. Barion:- at present leader of transit camp at Albertville. He wants 
to leave UN and return home when he has completed his mission at A'ville. 

Mr. Desmond Baker:- transferred to Bukavu (see cable LEOLI 1629). 

Mr . N. Lassen:- was transferred to Eakwanga and no longer belongs to my staff. 

Mr. A. Sala:- has resigned. 

Mr. W. Rose:- is leaving for USA 2 August since his contract has expired. 

Mr . J. van Soeren:- has left since his contract expired. 

Mr. F. Scheller:- at present leader of transit camp at Manono. When that 
mission is completed available for other assignment in the Congo. 
Recommended. 

Miss I. Eerntzen:- already transferred to Leopoldville. 

Mr. U. Lindencrona:- at present escort officer in Manono on river transports 
for refugees. After completion of mission he will return to refugee 
office at Elisabethville. 

Mr. A. Schaen:- has resigned and already left. 

Mr. J. Versteegh:- at present assistant in transit camp at Albertville. Will 
leave at end this week when his contract expires. 

Mr. S.J. Habimana:- Dismissed. 

/Mr. Karl Nurk •••••••• 



3 -

Mr. Karl Nurk:- available at once for other assignment in the Congo. 
Recommended. 

Mr. J.C. Goede:- at present assistant in the transit camp at llbertville. 
After completion of this mission available for other assignment 
in the Congo . Seems uncertain if he wishes to stay. Recommended. 

Miss A. van Gool:- at present assistant in transit camp at Albertville. 
After completion of mission available for other assignment in 
the Congo. Seems uncertain if she wishew to stay - dependent 
on post offered. Recommended. 

Mr. Lino de Vieira:- will get assignment with Accommodation at Elisabethville. 
Recommended. 

Dr. 0-Klausner)) - Both belonging to WHO 
Dr. H. Triendel) 

Miss H. Steiger:- Should be dismissed . Not recommended. 

Mr. Paleologos1- Will get other assignment in Elisabethville. 

Mrs. C. Terrell:- will get other assignment in Elisabethville. 

7. I am planning to come to Leopoldville on 11 August for discussion 
before leaving the Congo around 15 August . Then I Will be available if 
Personnel wants to discuss the suitability of staff members for other 
specific assignments in the Congo. 

8. I should appreciate your views on the above proposals and should 
also say that practically all of my staff has done an excellent job. This 
fact has all the time made me confident that we would see the end of the 
refugee camp at EJ.isabethville as p71 

NGG/ysg. 

c.c: Mr. Mathu 
Mr. Gauvreau 
Mr. Ab.med 
Mr. Khiary 
Mr. Tooby 
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22 July 19 2 

-l. Total evacu ted by OfflJC from ~lieabethville camp to 
unday 22 J y inclusive is 62,029. 

Mass evacuation - by train 21, 72 
- by air 3 64 

5 6 
Othor ONUC operation - Fa.mily union 2,305 

288 
62,029 

- oturn to Communes 

Destinations of refugees in ma evacuation: 

Total evacuated from Camp 
Additional former political refugees 

Arrived in Bakwanga - .Balubaa 
- :Ba onges 

Arrived in Lulu bour 
Arrived in North Katanga - Alb tvill~ 

nono 
- Kamina 

32,881 
6,247 

39,128 
14t421 

1,968 
3,339 
1,204 

... I .•• 

T 22 July 
59,436 

624 
60,060 
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3. Evacuation through 13akwanga was completed 14 July and the 
team was evacuated 22 July. The close of the operation was 
marred by thefts by Balubas from ONUC food stores and vehicles; 
sev ral of the vehicles which were brought out in convoy to 
Luluabourg, on a journey which took 23 hours, had to be abandoned 
because the J3alub_a drivers became drunk. (The Nigerian Bde is 
recov ring the vehicles). A detailed report is awaited. 

4. On 22 July there remained in the Camp at Eliaabethville 
eligible for repatriation by NUC, a total of approx 4,500 r ~ug es. 
The evacuation of thes is expected to be completed by 26 July. 
There will then r ain in the Camp an atimated maximum of 10,000 
persona who, on the basis of your directives, are not eligible 
for repatriation by ONUC. These p opl know that ONUC will cease 
to protect and feed them and that the Camp is to be raz d by 31 
July. The»e has be n no resentful reaction so far among them and 
~he ONUC personnel in Elisab thville are confident of their ability 
to control the situation created by the closure of the camp. he 
Elisabethville authorities have been warned of the difficulties of 
housing and public order that may arise with the final expulsion 
of this number of people from the camp-site. 

2 • 
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Mr. Robert K. 

Frederick • Tooby - Relief Coordinator 
Elisabethville Ca.mp Clearance Operation 
:.J>roGress to ening of 8 July 1962. 

11 July 
e , ONUO 

2 

l. Total evacuated by ONUC from Eliaabethville camp 
Sunday 8 July inclu a 51,421. 

2 . 

Maas evacuation - by train 
- by air 

21,972 
27,068 
49,040 

Other ONUC operations - Family Reunion 2,107 
2q4: 

51,421 
- lleturn to Communes 

Total evacuated by ONUC from Oamp 

" evacuation from Elisabethville camp during week : 

~ w. e l July w;e. 8~ Jul;y; --

'.By train 
'.By air 

3,421 
3,782 
7.20J 

~ 

number of refugees per fliglit 
weight of baggage per passenger 

1,540 
6,291 
1,831 

= 75 plus, 
30 lbs minus . 

4. Destinations of refugees in mass evacuation. 
to l •July 

rQtal evacuated from Ca.mp 41,209 

- . 
to 8 J:qly 

Additional for.mer political 
refugees 624 

41 , 833 

49 ,040 

624 
49,664 

... / ... 

/ 

f 
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CVri d for'4ard 

Arrived in: 
13akwanga - l3alubas 

- Basongea 

Luluabourg for I • Kasai 

Awaiting movement at Kamina 

23,826 
1,442 

25,268 
14,244 

41,833 

J9,512 

2,321 

32,322 
l 151J 

33, 835 
14.244 

5. At Bakwang_g all refugees received hav been dispersed to 
villages of destination. 

49,644 

48,079 

1.585 

6. At Luluabourg slight progreos ,as made in dispersing r~fugees 
awaiting onward movement by ONUC transport, numbers being reduced 
to epprox 1,300. 

7. 'he task approaches completion. Evacuation of all refugees for 
Nort~ and South Kasai will be completed with the last flights to 
Bak anga on 13 or possibly 12 July. The final phase, dealing with 
Balubas to North Katanga, will begin 16 July and evacuation of the 
camp should be completed by 23 July. Under latest directive final 
closure of c will be announced 15 July, feeding b~ ONUC o:V'1;hose 
r mainin in camp will oease 23 July, and all ONUC civili n and 
military personnel will withdraw on Jl July. 

cc: Force Commander 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Air Co nder 
Mr. Gussing, E'vill 
fr. Packham, Lulu 

&r. Postma, Kamina 
Mr. Duncan Smith 
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tt. Robert K. Gardiner, Of 
Frederick. · • T oby, Relief 
Eli abethville Camp 
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18 June 2 
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ioer-in-Charge, ONUC 
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Pro ress to 

1. Tot cuated to -------.,----.--------. June 1962 
inclusive is 28,798. 

l3y train 
'.By. air 
, . 

15 , 608 
13,190 
28,798 

2. ·Evacuated from Elisabethville during week beginning 
11 June i962: 1 

~ By train, 
,BY air 

2, 849 
5,857 
8,706 

Average number of refugees per flight 
Average weight of baggage per refugee 

4. Destination of refugees: 

Tot 1 evacuated from Cam~ ,_, 
Additional former political refugees 

:Arrived in a 
;,,;. ' 

Bakwa.nga or South K sai 13,391 

75 plus 
:::. ~JO lbs minus 

~ Luluabourg for Nor~h Kasail5 1631 29 1022 

Awaiting mov ment at K ina " 400 

... / ... 
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F I L E N O T E ~~ (ltJt::---

Situation on the Refugee Camp at EJ.isabethville on ~Jul~6: n4?-f.17 

Under U.N. projects the following number of refugees have left 
the Refugee Camp: 

By combined train and airlift: 

Via ICamina 

To Bakwanga Balubak:as) 
To Luluabourg !Luluas etc) 

Via Bakwang& Basonges) 

By airlift from E'ville 

to Bakwanga !Balubakas) 
via Bakwanga Basonges) 
To Albertville Balubakat) 
to Manono Balubak:at ) 

Under Project Family Reunion 

to various destinations (ma#.l1ly Leo) 

Under Project Return to Communes with 
UN Assistance 

Grand Total Evacuated from the Camp •••• 

14,088 
4,805 
3,102 

27,627 
3,322 
1,209 
1,242 

2,182 

288 

57,865 

Repatriation to the Province of Kasai completed 13 July 1962. 

Remaining in E'ville on 18 July 1962 to be repatria~ed by UN: 

In Transit Camp 

Balubak:at for transit via Manono 

In Refugee Camp 

Balubakat for transit to Manono about 
Balubakat for transit to Albertville about 
For Kivu. Maniema 
For Leopoldville 
For Stanleyville 
For Coquilhatville 

Grand total awaiting repatriation about 

2,162 

7,000 
500 
431 
~ ~8 
33 
20 

10,000 

/Remain ••••••••••• 



.. ' Pg. 2 

Remaining in Refugee Camp (not to be repatriated) 

Balubakat ariginat i ng from ar eas under control 
of ICa.tangese authorities, about 

Balubakat probably newcomers or persons who 
for some r eason did not wish to 
register with UN in April 1962, estimated 

Unknonw number of refugees from various tribes, 
either newcomers or refugees who have 
decided to remain in E'ville but have not 
yet made up their minds to return to t he 
communes (tensions last weeks have probably 
caused them to wait and see) estimated 

'When all repatria tion completed would remain 
in camp an estimated maximum of 

i,ooo 

3,000 

3,000 

10,eoo per sons 

To transport the remaining about 10,000 refugees eligible for repatriation, 
we have made the following plans: 

Via holding Camp in Kamina, about 
Via holding Camp in Albertville, about 
Direct E'ville to Ma.nono, about 

Total 

3,000 
2,000 
5,000 

10,000 

To maintain the target date of 31 July for the final closure of the 
Elisabethville Refugee Camp, all repatriation sh?uld have been completed 
by 25 July 1962: 

If we recommence airlift as from 19 July,1962, we would then have 
6 working days up to and including 25 July. 

MANONO 

If we have at our disposal four 046 which could 
max. make 12 flights a day, we can airlift to 
Ma.nono at an average rate of over 800 persons 
a day or in 6 days roughly 

KA.MINA 

If we get seven DC4, we can in 3 days easily airlift 
(i.e. finish 21 July) 

ALBERTVILLE 

Assuming again seven DC4, we can in 2 days airlift 
(i.e. finish 24 July giving us one day's margin 

for Kamina and Albertville) 

Total 

5,000 persons 

3,000 persons 

2,000 persons 

101000 persons 

/A:£ter •••••• 
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After completion airlift from Elisabethville, the 046 would have to 
transport refll8ees for holding camps in Kamina and Albertville to Manono. 

The above planning is done on the assumption that the 431 refll8ees 
for Kivu Ma.niema also are routed via Albertville . If not, they could be 
airlifted direct to Buk.avu, or, if possible, to some airport in southern 
ICivu Ma.niema on 25 July. The majority of them originate from the border 
areas to Katanga. 

It is emphasised tha t t his planning is cut down to a tight margin and 
does not take into consideration technical difficulties, shortage of petrol 
and any other possible courses of delay. 

We have a safety margin in the transit camp which, if necessary, could 
hold up to 3,000 refugees, who could be held there for a short period pending 
onward transit. 

Nils G. Gussing. 
ELISABETHVILLE 

18 July 1962. 

' 
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FILE NOTE 

for Mr. Gardiner on outstanding questions. 

Clear directives for final camp liquid4tion laid down in your 
UNCLAS ER 544 of 27 June lj62. We completely agree with all principles 
but require further directives especially concerning the coordinations 
with Albertville and Jla.nono which as far as the civilian part of the 
operation is concerned have to be given.from Leopoldville. 

Tar et Date for Final Cam Li uidation - (see our SECRET REFEL 333 
of 5 July. Do you accept 30 July as date for final closure? tood 
distribution should end as from 23 July and all this should be announced 
on 15 July thus giving remaining refugees a chance to return to -001DD1Unes 
in an orderly way. 

Do you agree to our policy to accept for repatriation only those 
Balubakats 111sted in April, a~ of which we are sure they were in the 
camp before our operation startei? 

(Our SECRET REFEL 341 of 7 July)- I feel we should stick firaly to your 
direotiTea in para.3 of your above cable ER 544, and we should need a map 
from Jlilitary HQ encircling the areas to which we can repatriate refugees. 
~tanga Command working on such a map but for some areas Leo aight have 
better information and a map from Leo would be appreciated. 

For Xa.nono following decisions seems to lave to be taken (see our 
UHCLAS REPEL 331 of 4 July)a 

(a) Are we authorised airlift refugees direct from E'ville to Xa.nono? 
Or should all Ka.nono refugees i.e. the clear majority, all be 
repatriated via Kallina? 

(b) Am I authorised use airora.t't to send 60 tents to Manono? 

(c) Bas Ma.Dono received authorisation to buy locally 10 days' 
rations for the refugees and to hire necessary transport since 
some at least seea to be available? Further trucks seem to be 
available in AlbertTille but authorisation to send them b7 road 
to Jlanono needed. 

6. For Albertville and Jlanono 

Registration of Balubaka.ta ahow following results so fart 
District Malemba-Nbulu 3.108 
Distriot Kongolo 165 

" ICabalo 501 
" Nyunzu A1ville 126 
" Xa.nono 1.123 
" Bukama 822 
" Kamina 257 
" Ka bongo 704 
n JCaniaJAa 133 

Total 6.939 persons 

/7 •••••••• 
t 
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Pg.2 

Ma.none seems to be the most adequate transit place for the majorit7 
of those refugees which, according to para.3 of your ER 544 will be 
accepted for repatriation, and it seems practical only to send refugees 
for Nyunzu-A'ville and for Ka.balo via A'villa. Therefore up to one 
thousand a day to Manono and rest to A'ville seems to be a more realistic 
target rate for use of present transport resources. 

Seems almost impossible for Manono to absorb this influx without 
creating a big transit ca.mp, which certainly as far as E1 ville is concerned 
seems to be a better solution than any postponement of the final liquidation 
of the E1ville refugee camp on 30 July 1962. 

If you decide reduction of present transport resources should we reduce 
airlift or stop train transports? (See our UNCLAS REFEL 331 of 4 July). 

Ve have cabled proposal to send some Interooean aircrdt to Kamina to 
help them reduce backlog which still seems considerable. No answei-',t , 

All I authorised plan transport by Interocea.n or other aircraft of 
smaller groups of refugees emanating from Leo, Stanleyville, Kivu, 
Maniema and Coquilhatville? So far only registered some 350 persons 
for Kivu, Manieaa, but the other groups were listed in April so a 
transport registration i s easily done. 

Do you accept prinoiples proposed in my Secret Refel 333 of 5 July that 
UN has to be firm about final liquidation of camp even if we are aware 
of the fact that hardships might be caused to individuals and that 10<:>% 
~ fairness to everybody is impossible in a mass operation? 

Eecause of the present tensions and constant rumours about new M@i~i~ 
hostilities, any UN military unit might any day be faced with people 
asking for their protection. If we do not show firmness, a new camp 
will easily grow up rapidly on the old site or somewhere else in E'ville 
and we will have to start all over again. 

Since such a new influx would probably come from the communes, it might 
be Wiser to go down to the root of the evil and consider a UN protection 
in the communes. 

The refugee camp in E'ville has lost its spirit and it is now the right 
moment to make a final effort to liquidate it. 

Has the legal adviser in Leo studied the problem of the refugee 
possessions left behind in the Tunisian Military Camp? 

Family Reunion - I suggest that only the backlog of about 200 persons 
should be transported and that no new cases should be taken up or authol"­
ised. All persons authorised to go to A1ville under this project will 
now be included in the mass evacuation. 

These are some points raised in a haste and meant as a basis for the 
discussion between you and Mr. Jean Back, who will bring them to Leo. 

:Ii 

Elisabethvill: r.J 
7 July 1962. 



KL/IBY.-
REPuBuQuE DU CONGO 

GOUVERNEMENT CENTRAL 

I 
Leopoldville, le 6 Ju.J.llet . 

MINISTERE DE L'INTERIEUR 

CABINET DU MINISTRE 

(r) NoCAB/221 . 00/1030/ . 02/ 

Ref. n° : 

Annexe 

Objet 

A Monsieur le Charge de Mi ss i on 
des Nat i ons Unies au Congo (ONUC) 

a LEOPOLDVILLE/KALINA 

Monsieur le Charge de Mission , 

J' ai l ' honneur de vous prier de faire 
verif i er si Monsieur KINKIATA Ngwaya, fils de MANDULU 
et de KINKIATA du village Kimboko, territoire Banning­
vil l e (Bagata) se trouve effectivement parmi l es refu­
gies du Camp O •• U a Elisabethville . -

Dans l'affirmative, vous m'obligeriez de 
l ' evacuer sur Leopoldville a 1 radresse suivante de ses 
parents qui le reclament. 

onsieur LONGONGO Georges 
venue Bondon° 20 

Commune Ngiri-Ngiri 
Leopoldville/I. 

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur le Charge de 
r1:ission, 
tinguee . l'aJ:::~ de ma considerat i o:~:Rdis-

,·~~ 

..... 

. ' .,., 
/ 

I 

(1) Rappclcr dans la reponsc la date ct le numero. 



REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO Leopoldville, le .... 21 .... lµ;J,._p, ____ i _9._§_?._~-----····· ··· ·-········ 

I /CAB/V.P.M./ SJ• 

CABINET 
DU VICE PREMIER MINISTRE 

Objet· Monsieur Robert Gardiner 
Chef de la Mission 
de 1•0.N.u.c. 
Building Le Royal 
LEOPOLDVIliLE/KALINA. 

Monsieur, 

Je vous remercie de m•avoir recommande 
Monsieur F.W. T ooby aveo qui je me suis entretenu 
sur les modalites a appliquer au sujet de la situa­
tion des refugies a Elisabethville • 

.Pour remedier a oet etat que vivent nos com­
patriotes, je vous prie de faire parvenir d 1Elisa­
bethville a Albertville, la delegation de leurs di­
rigeants qui se compose comme suit: 

MANDEFU MATALA Benoit 
KITENGE MUNDIMBANI 
NGOYI MANASE 
KONGOLO MUKOYA-NJILA 
JUSHEMECK Gilbert 
NGOY KAMPONIE Gentil 
ILUNGA Edouard 
SHIMBA Roboam 
KALENDA Albin 
ILUNGA British 

J 1 espere qu'apres avoir pris contact aveo oette 
delegation une solution rapide sera retrouvee avant la 
ferm.eture definitive, par 1 10.N.U., du camp des refugies 
d'Elisabethville. De ce fait, je demanderais a l'Organisa­
tion Inte~~ale d'user de son influence aupres du Gou­
vernement C ~-- pour qu•en date du 7 ou 8 juillet pro­
chain Mr. Tshombe ou son Delegue puisse venir me rencontrer 
a Kamina-Base dans le but d'etudier et de mettre en pratique 
un moyen de seourite aux populations du Katanga vivant jus­
qu'ioi dans le regime de terreur. 

Je vous remercie encore de votre bonne attention 
pour tout ce qui precede et vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur, 
l 'assurance de ma h~-- ~~~ -'-o,,~ tion. ~ /JJ 

,,,} • ,J J. SENDWE ~ •; 

I<>- :~Al' 6okr:?iss A RE GE1iEJ.L O , , . ~ A1c:Pri?r-, n 
/ , \ t! • .,. • •i VINCE DU T.ANGA • .1'binet «djoint · 

.'-H:,u.; 11l ~ 



To: 11r: E. P ckham, 

W. A. Duncan Smith 

rt, 20 Jun 1962. 

. • 
. ... 

The rri.va.l or the first aircraft ~hia morning fr-om -.u.ua ca~ing Basonse ,. 
• refUgees for Ka.bi.ride. crea.to.d incident. !he South K'as i Police o.nd 11-field -worker 

had .not d that a number of ,Swedisb soldiers ith rms vere carried in the rora.ft o.n« 
this, fo:r no valid re son, 0.1:oited them. ,'l'he situation q'uickl;r bee agg;t"o.vo.t d whe 
unloading ha.d oo n completed ~ the f ot that five Bason passengers, rep rted to . 
as tribal le ders (se . enclosed let:tor of introduction fro Mr. Postma) wished t 
ree bark t retum to • min&. ·f' · 

, Airfiold· .P().r onnel en nted the airer oh m,removing 
af · ty chock ' f'roin the undel"!-Ca.rr:i.age, ut a.ft tervention · rt ri 
ut · eration. In the meant· th r· bave-menti ne clim 

g ssenger ste1>S to ro-ent aircro.:rt, the police au . eral 
a.uled :the steps aw~ from :tha aircraft. · 

ders tor th lorry lade r&f mo ro 
we untermanded by the police, l clamour develo at 

s e. 2t beoa.m •. · · ble £ · to leavo. earned that Xr. 
z his way to irfie ~o oa rowd endin· 

lihen he arrived, I took him asid and explained the situati n to him, st ting that 
the J3asGDge ref~s in IC.a.min~ ha.d expressed some pprehens.ion ~s to their security in ­
Ba.ktranga and that,· in eons quence, their tri l chief's had accompanied th m 'to restore 
confidence. l requested hie to ace pt the xplaination d ~ d upon hi the 
nee ssi to ~11 w these tribal chiefs .to r turn to 1Camina in ord 7:° that they mi t 
rea.ssuro their people there of the good will of th ·s uth Kasai Bol.uba 

He · ccepted my expla.ina.tion and proposal, gr ted the f'iva tribal ehiof' , assured 
them of their' welco e and sec~it,:, d permi tted the to reemb i-k. He •hi elf w(mt 
board t e aircra.rt hicli created a. rush ·of;., armed police in an endeavour t a.lon 
·th bi, but I erf otively blocked thi pa.ssa • Whilst Mr. Kazadi as in the aircraft, 

iw. the c.rewd were shouting te him, informing hi o:r the . resence of fire-arms in th 
airer f't e.nd behaved generally in a manner cost "likely to e:z:c.i te. · · 

' I rep ri' this incident rel,y to make· it ole r how easi17 end, without aZJ:3' sound 
reason, the crowd mai become hosti.le, and had such an t osphere develo d at evening 
tie when the influenoo of alcohool could urther excite ~heir attitu , the situation 

... could get c mplet ~ out of hand and even bring the o ration to, at lea.st, a tempor ey 
standstill. 
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.. COPY OF LETTER OF IN'fiiBDUCTION: 

Base de Kamina, 19 ju.in 62 

Mr. Dtmcan Smith, Represent..:it de l'ONUC a Bakwanga 
J.M. Postma, Administrateur de la Base, Kamina 

Rapatriement des BASONGES 

Monsieur KA.SONGO GEOtlGES, President du Groupe 
de BESONGE, arrivera a Bakwanga le 20 ju.in 1962. 

"Vous ates pries de lui donner toute l'aide 
possible. pour le rapatriement des BESONGES sur Kabinda 
avec lee escortes militaires necessaires. 



ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES ,~ UNITED 
AU CONGO Q1P 

NATIONS ORGANIZATION 

IN THE CON ~ 

CONFIDE!Y'"TIAL 

To h- Rober t K. Gardiner , 

From Nil s- G, Guss i n , Chief 

Subject REOORN TO THE COMMUNES 

BOITE POSTALE 307 B 
ELISABETHVILLE 

CABLE: ONUC, ELISABETHVILLE 

Officer i n Charge 
. /, 

Co- Ordinator_,R fu 
/ 

/ 

, Leo 

~/ ~A~ 

Dat : 15 June 1962 / No . 311 /do 

As you are aware we have not had much result of our above pro·ect so far , 
artially due to the fact that all staff has been more than busy to cope with 

all the different roblems of the Mass Repatriation Pro j ect . 

Mr . van Soeren and Col.Nurk have however f @r some time be n concentratin~· 
on this pro ·ect and ou have received the re orts of Mr . van Soeren of 2 and 
30 May, 7 and 8 June 1962 on hi s discussions with the Katangese uthoriti es . 

Enclosed lease find the ori .inal of a letter to you by Mini ter riunoneo 
of 14 June 1962 which does not exactly contain the guarantees we had asked for . 
I hould like to make the followin comments : 

1 As indicated by the heading the Mini ster of the Interior wants to pla ce ·.j 

t his matter into your hands . Verball he ex ressed to ~r . van Soeren that he 
hoed you woul d cut the knot of return to t he Communes in the same w~ as you 
have out the knot of mass re atriation . (Since Mr . Munongo certainly re resent s t 
t he knot himsel f , you migh t consider cutting him . ) He also hoped you woul d dis­
cuss the matt er with President Tshoml3" , · 

2 Al though the uni ster rs letter ac cept s a moral obligation to take 
r fu ees back , he does not restate the guarantees mentioned i n the above re­
port s concerni ng re t urn t o the communes by Mr . van Soeren . Those guarantees 
have since months been repeated ~o Mr . Rol z- Bennett , Mr. Back, to me and members 
o my staff , There does not seem to exist di fference of opi nion among t he 
Kat angese authorit i es about those . 

3~ On the mat ter of criminal s we have asked for your advi ce i n our memo 
No 79 of 27 March 1962 , ad.dressed to you and tlr . Khi ary I n paragraph 4 of hi s 
letter of 3 A ri l, Mr . Khiary has i nformed us that he has referred t he roblem 
to t he Central Government and apparently he has so far received no answer . 

Furthermore most l ists obtained from the Katangese Government so far did 
not give t he necessar particulars for i dentification of alleged criminal "' . 
Most lists were months pl d and had not been brought up to date . The cas es of 



r - . ... 
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people who were to be brought before the court seemed to indicate that 
many had been in jail for more than half a year without being jud ed and 
the charges a ainst them were not specified at all . 

Thie problem is certainly a delicate one . In the first place these peo le 
will probably not com if we call t hem i . e . if they really are criminals . 
Should we be able to~ some of them, we will certainly have to ascertain 
somehow that the accusatior:sare well founded before we hand them over to the 
authorities . 

Certainl , however, we will have to prepare ourselves to meet accusations 
that we are hiding or protecting common law criminals and therefore I feel 
the whole problem should be handled by a legal officer. I should a preciate 
it very much if you would he~p me with this . 

4, Our policy on relatives of :former olitical detainees has been 
clearly expressed in your letter to Minister Kimba of 6 June 1 62 and I cannot 
see that they would be a separate category and feel they should be handled b 
the Red Cross. 

We have :Minister Munongo 1 s word that 
before the United Nations have re lied to 

Encl ~Ori •inal Letter 

cc : Mr Tooby 
Mr .Back 
] •. Ghaleb 

r . van Soeren 
Mr . Nurk 

t1 

he will not blicize 
his lettsr y 

./ 

this matter 



ETAT DU KATANGA 

Ministere · de l'lnterieur 

·cabinet du Ministre 

Ob jet: 
Retour des refugies 

dans les Commun es 

Elisabethville, le ---------14.JlJlN-1962----------------------­

/ CAB 

TRANSMIS copi e pour i nformation a: 
Monsieur le President de 1 1 tat du Katanga 
Monsieur le President de l'Assemblee 

Nationale 
Massieurs les Ministres ( tous ) 
Me ~sieurs les Secretaires d'Etat (tous ) 
------------------------------------------
A Monsieur GARDINER 

Chef de 1tOperation Civile au Congo 
a LEOPOLDVILLE 

S/c . de Monsieur VAN SAERON 
Chef de l'evacuation du camp des refugies 
a ELISABETHVILLE. 

Monsieur le Representant , 

J 1 ai l'honneur de porter a votre connais­
sance que le Gouvernement du Katanga est moralement tenu a recevoir 
tousles pretendus refugies qui manifestent le desir de regagner 
leurs Communes respectives . 

Toutefois, le Gouvernement Katangais 
demande que l 1 0NU s •engage a remettre a la disposition de la 
Justice : tousles condamnes de droit commun , tous ceux qui etaient 
sur le point d ' etre juges et ceux qui se sont rendus coupables de 
meurt res et a•assassinats durant leur sejour au camp . 

Le Gouvernement demande egalement a 1 ONU 
a•evacuer toutes les femmes des ex-detenus politiques qui flanent 
encore dans les di fferentes Communes d 1Elisabethville 

Veuillez agreer , Monsieur le Representant, 
l'assurance de ma haute consideration . 

LE MINISTRE DEL INTERIEUR, 
- G. MUNONG 

\ 
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196 .. __ 

A : Mr. R.K. Gardiner, Officer-in-Charge 
De : F.W .Tooby, Relief Coordinator 
Objet : 

Mr. Asumani, Minister of Social Affairs, said on 
13 June to Prof . Wilson that he would like to go to South Kasai, 
under U.N. arrangements, to see how the refugees are being 
rec~ i ved and treated at the village level . I checked on local 
reaction and hear today that Kasadi and Kankonde welcome the 
proposed visit. 

A welcome by Mr. Kalonji's loyal deputy for an 
Minister of the Central Government who is also an ardent 
Lumumbist bears some resemblance I feel, to the welcome the 
angler gives to a prize fish approaching his bait . If some­
thing were to hap en to Asumani in South Kasai while he is nom­
inally in the care of UN, we should be very embarassed. We can­
not provide a large guard, because Kasadi will not permit it, and 
could enforce his will in the matter. 

Your letter to the Prime Minister may 
of changing Asumani's wish to go to South Kasai . 
like to have the Prime Minister forbid the visit, 
the danger of embarassment to UN is too great. 

have the effect 
If not I would 
for I believe 


