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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 

WASHINGTON 

September 13, 1944 

Dr. Dudley A. Reekie 
United Nations Relief and 

Rer o.bili ta tion Ad1i'inistration 
Room 910 A-, 1344 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

ear Dr. Reekie: 

The inclosed proposal for a booklet, "The 
ar To save Life," projected by the Publicati(•ns 

Bureau of the Overseas Branch of the Office of ~,ar 
Information, has been accepted in principle by our 
policy board provided (1) the contents are on a high 
level of authority and interest, with reference notes 
indicating where specialists may obtain further tech­
nicel information on the subjects treated; and (2) 
the project has reputable, authoritative sponsorship. 

The Publications Bureau vrill conform to 
these conditions, and either the articles will be 
signed by experts or the booklet vrill be issued under 
the sponsorship of a reputable editor or medical or­
ganization. 

Before iving final clearance to the pro­
ject ~e should like to have the reactions of those 
individuals in the United Nations Relief and Rehabil­
itation Administration concerned with health projects: 
their general opinion of the proposed booklet, any 
suggestions or comment tl 9"'.I n~ay }-av to offer in con­
nection VJith it, whether or not UNRRA has any plans 
for a booklet of this sort,whether or not they know 
of any booklet like this prepared or in preparation 
by ~ny other agency. A Publications Bureau official 
asked us to state that the booklet could be made 
available to UNRRA in its areas of operation. 

We know that a number of UNRRA people are 
attending the meeting in Montreal, but in order to 
avoid having this project held up till the meeting is 
over, we would like to have the opinions of those 
still in hashington. Once the final clearance stage 
is reached on a project, the operating bureaus are of 
course in a hurry to get the project under way. All 
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you can do to facilt1tate matters at your end will be 
appreciated. 

If you have any questions in this connection, 
will you be kind enough to call Mrs . ~;arner, of this 
office? She can be reached on Republic 7500, Extension 
75730. 

0?.~ti2:;;L 
R.•~~~ Moore 
Operation Liaison Officer 
Overseas Branch 
Room 3410, Social Security Bldg. 



• 

Bureau of Overseae Pulllcations 

CLEARAN~E APPLICAT. ION ____________________________________ .....,. ______ _ 

TO, Secretary, Editorial Board 

FROM: Chief, Bureau of Overseas Publications 

SUBJECT s THE \7AR TO SA VE LIFE - Contributions of American ?ledioine to the Post-\'.ar World 

For consideration and approval by the Revien Board 

;ttem to be Produced: 
A 50-pe.ge, 6" x 9n booklet (appl"oximately 20 ,ooo words) on American medical diecoveriee 
and cievelopnents v1hich have evolvP ~- largely as a result of the v.er and which t1Ul have 
post-riar eignif'ica.nce for civilians throughout the world. The book.lat \'Jill include o :: . 
such 1:1.chievem:mts as are susceptible of widespread peacetime use. 

Janguaqes and oµantities: 

To be determined after consulting outposts. 

:nme and Place of Distribution, 
To be stockpiled for delivery in liberated areas as soon as possible. 

Method of Distributions 

To be determined by outpost officials in the areas concerned. 

furposes 
Primarily, to project the United states in o. dignified, idealistic, useful and intellif

1 

" 

light. A straightf'or, ard, factual account of our aceonplishments in the field of medicine 
will add up to one indisputable messaae: The Uniteu. ~ .ates has both the ability and the 
desire to help augment the we11 ·· t\ing of humanity. 

Secondarily, to supply much wanted information to people \"Jho have been starved £or news 
or all sorts. outposts repeatedly indicate a need for as much medical and scientific 
1.nf'ormation as TI8 can supply. Here are tv,o out of a good mo.ny recent reminders, 

From London: "As I pointed out above, we Tiill t"Jelcome all the 
medical and scientific material that you can send 
through." 

From the Cherbourg Peninsula (Queries from educated people): 
"Has the \Val" produced any advancement in science 
that will be of peacetime use? \·ihat has been 
achieved in medicine and surgery?" 



.... .. 

fbe aeccaplisbmenta to be deacribed w1ll need no embelliebmenta. Implicit in each 1a a 
rows~ story which freq•ntl.7 reade like a combination of detective :varn and miracle 
plq. hrtbamore, the scientists who haw ma.de poeaibl.e the achievements are the 
t1nNt tne ot American, brU l 1ant, simple and !nteuel.1' devoted to solving the 
probleu tbeJ have undertaken. 

Speoifta 8Ub3ecta to be inalmed area 
1. 1'ba Stoey ot Blood (its deriw.tift& from plasma to gl.obulln, tbe meaelae 

1mnrwd r.er) • 
2. Chemotberawa penic~JJ1», gramc1din and other powertw. new serrdoideas 

heparin and d1cOUID91"1n, the anti-blood clotting agents, etc. 
3. New technioa in the treatment ot burns. 
4. New technics 1n suraer71 1:ant.alm (the nsw surgical metal) and other 

surgical devices; the cast method ot oand healing; soclinm pentathol nm 
other new anesthesias and pe,JUatiwa. 

,. Advanoef' in nene and plastic surgery. 
6. ~ntal rehabilitation. 
7. Ve:ner,e -1 disease I the one day cure or 81Ph1lle, quick cures for gonorrhea.. 
8. 1'be s1nthea1s ot qtdn1ne. 
9. DDT and other 1neect1c1des. 

lD. Dietarr disooverietJ (the efficacy of biotin, etc.). 

the dramatic aspect ot each stor,, \'lOUld depend on the taots inherent 1n it and would 
therefore giw the booklat considerable wriety. In ewey imtance, however, the 
points to be brought out area 

Tbe Over-all Picture, What the d18oo ry bu al.ready accomplished. 
The Background, The searches, etruegJ.ea and bbman interest behind it. 
Tba Discovery A description and appraisal of what it 1s - simple and 

· non-madical, but aolld, through and authentic. 
The Futures Its expanded uses for peacetime civilians. 

The booklet stiould be aimed at educated people in general as ll as at the med!w 
profession. It is a wll establiahed tact that dical articles in genaral American 
maeaz1nes outrank almost all other subjects 1n readership appeal. To cite a specific 
example, month in and month out they rank among the top five to ten 1n the Read.ere 
Digest according to a continuing survey conducted by an independent mgazine research 
comi:any. Lay medical literat also baa appeal for the medical profession which 
likes to keep abreast of what the pihllc 1s reading in its field. Since interest in 
the human body - and in whatever discoveries w1ll mako it a bealtlt' .9r and happier 
mach1ne - is universal, the proposed booklet should haw a very wide audience. Since 
it will go to people who have been entirely cut off f'rom knowledge of recent medical 
accompllsbments, it t1Ul also ve the additional asset of negs value. 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITAT ION ADMINISTRATION 

} ORANDUM: 

TO: 

FRO h 

SUBJECT: 

4 apr 44 

j ~-~..,._;1,+.-,_ .... , nr. Reekie 

A• L• Freclette 

Conference on OWI educational a~ vi ty l.eld in 
Col. Rounds' office, April 4, 19 44. 

Conference was held at .a"s. Louchheim' s request. Present were 
Col. Rounds, Col. 1ascock, rs. Louchheim and writer • 

. rs. Louchheim said that o.rr in its foreign educationul program anted 
to correlate its work vriti. that of other agencies interested in those 
countries. UNRRA had been approached by OWI and asked if there were 
any anticipated problems in the areas in which UNRRA plans to operate 
o ~hich 0,'f.I could elaborate educational material - both films and writ­
ten material. Because the responsibilities of UNRRA in the health field 
seem better defined than in the other fields it was thought advisable to 
explore the possibilities in this field first. rs. Louchheim had re-
quested the meeting with Cols. Rounds and Hiscock to find out if anything 
of similar nature had been done by the Arrrry. 

coJ. Hiscock said that notlrl.ng had been done by the Arrrry in the nature 
of films or pamphlets intended for the civilian populations of the 
liberated countries. He expressed the thought that undoubtedly there 
was an opportunity for the use of such material in a public health pro ram. 
He felt that it might be some months before an area was sufficiently -well 
organized to permit an educational program. 

Col . Rounds indicated that it would be up to Col. Hiscock to decide 
whether his office vmuld want to consult with CY-I and advise on the prepa­
ration of the material. There v1as no further discussion on this point. 

conunents: 

The responsibility for the preparation and distribution or exhibition 
of this educational material would rest with OWI. UNRP..A 1 s function 
would be to outline the problems, advise on the type of material to be 
used, and give some technical assistance . 

In areas where UNRRA will be I operating I rather than be acting in an 
advisory capacity the work can be greatly facilitated by a well-planned 
health education program. Such a progrru would h veto be under the 
control of the m R.'ltA medical officer . Helping O a make up educational 
material now would create a reserve from wnich the medical officer in 
the field could draw . 
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Dr. Crabtree, Dr. Reekie, l/4/44 

In areas in 11ich UNR LA will be advisory the 1.!se of such material as a 
rule w.:.11 not be welcomed by tile local governr:ient. l.t will be some 
months after the liberation of a country before the material can be used 
and by that time the local governrr.ent will be sufficiently well organized 
to resent an;y .A1Ilerican propaganda even as indirect as this. They will 
,·,ant to issue their own propaganda and their own educational material. 
It would be better for the mm .A medical officer to assist the local 
health department in developing its own material rather than to have pre­
pared P.merican material either for distribution or for shom.ng as film&. 
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