


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 1 January 1945 

Report on Movemel!t of 234 Refugees from North African Refugee Center, 
Casablanca, Morocco, to Camp Jeanne D'Arc, Philippeville, Algeria, 
November 15 - 20, 1944. 
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The following report is an edited version of the running account I kept 
of the trip. 

/ s/ lliERSO.K M. BROWN 

I left ca.mp at ll:00 a.m. November 15, 1944, on one of Alband 1s trucks 
carrying miscellaneous supplies and staff luggage. We arrived at trainside 
at 11:20 to find 1;r, Coreas awaiting us with the r2.tions, and ::>gt. Rinaldi 
with ten ISU personnel. The RTO had spotted six coaches for us, in the 
following order: two C ?s, one A2 B4, one C 7, and one B8. Alband started 
his gang loading the luggage he had brought on project trucks and in a van 
furnished bJ the ABS motor pool, and lvir . Corcos helped him supervise this 
operation. I d1.rected'. ti1e loading of tne miscellaneous supplies and staff 
baggage into the A 2 B 4 which I had selected for the staff car because of 
its central location. I then made the rations allocation by coach, and 
Mr. Corcos took care of the loading of rations • . 

After making a chart of the coaches I discovere;/~hat~e should be extremely 
crowded, since it lfms l'lecessary to reserve tr.;r~-~ compartments for use as a 
hospital \. we had o:ne i -solation case and three : women suffering from various _· 
ailments who h1:,d been• in t-1'1.e camp infirmary) , a~:id,_t,he large number of staff_, 

· five of whom were mald.ng a ' change of station and ,-hence,were carr-.ring consid­
erable baggage, , required . extra spac E:: . I repo:i;t .ed the situation to Sgt. .:ihor­
~ er of the RTO and he made .the arrangements pec,~;s~ry_ for our use of another 
h 2 B J+. 

/ :. 

Aloand loaded all the "hold" luggage and a consfd.erable amount of supplies 
and equipment ( one freight carload) into four 2-axle frei:;,ht cars• · 

. ·: , ... ·, 
After lunch I spi:;nt an hour>working on seating :c1-rr~angem~nts. On paper I 
found it feasible •to load everyone in a routine ;yey; into the third class . 
coaches, directing thosG: :whose names were on the medical list as needing 
3peci.:tl accoml!iodations to the B 8 coach. I found that it was theoretica],.ly 
possible to 1 Jad our entire complement on the five coaches, but I was very 

·· glad that the e.x:t"ra. : coach was available. 

The Lister bags were -- in, place when I returned iro!ll tunch, and Alband had 
lashed three List'er bag stands on the platform:· of 0~1e . of the coaches, in 
the event that thi!i c·oaches- into which we were to :transfer at Oujda should. 
not have conveni~nt places from . which to hang the 309-lb. bags of water. 

'The Navy water truck, scheduled to arrive at 2: ob p.m., arriVfJd at 2: 10 and 
filled the Liste~ bags, Sgt. Rinaldi's detail helping out. 

' ·of tre staff making ·the trip, Trevor Pierce, 1lichu.rd 1. Broc:>kbo.nk, Frances 
· Mac"l'uarrie, · and Dr. Evarts Loomis ( the last two from ,Philippeville) arrived 
at trainside nt-2:15:. · ,Other · staff making trip: .Y::i.viane Benlezrah, Carol 
H. Bettman, Evn:lini:: A. Cc.dbury, and. Mrs. K<mdall Q. Kimbe;rla,rid of the .1-1.?.)C, 
besides myself.) Pierce and Brookbank vi-ere assigned to handle seating; 
'Cor·cos received ;the trucks at trainside; the doctor J1nd_ nul'.'."se treated the 
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W,:.ter in the Lister' ba.gs! before stationing thernseJ,ve_s in the hospital car to 
receive their four patients. 

The first truck a.rri.ve'ci at 2:3 5 and :was imrne::diat0ly followed by .il. second. 
Tb0 seating ;roµt:i,ne was put into operation, and it was soon found that load­
ing cars on p,ap_er.' ,'w'..'t~ " fa_r: s:tmpler than the real J,hing. However, the situation 
w;_is kept in hand by the~ expedient of holding people 6ri· trucks. until they could 
be accommodateg • . Op~_ d:>mplication w2s the insist~nc'e of persons tagged for . 
special accom.mop.at_i;ons : ofi ··staying with. their _fr:Lerids ·'ir1 the ,third class_ car- · 
riages . Anotb.e:r: v{a,s the' presence of severe.I_ dog~; _these were not .allowed in 
the coaches, but were carried on the platforms 'in ''crates ,that, had been rriade 
at ·the ct:rnp. · · · ···· '· · · · · · 

loaa:l.ne wemt -~ei;t:lvcil:t. ·1:imoo'~rrly, but I am wlllfng t.-6 concede that. this tittle 
our plan was too iliforma.l ih Mhtrast to the extrefoeiy fo:r'rual plan followed 
with the Algie:r-s tnovement. Persons who had ·been se!).tccr in.: third class couches 
soon t~arned that , tije:r·c ~v:e,re b~tter accommodation·s, and they d~sce.n~lel fror.1 
tnoir assigh€?d pi;,:iha,s cind got in line a.gain . 

To s::.y thi. t th,;; ,bc;:ot.'plJ.r'l would be a middle c6urse :would be a.novc:i::'sirnpia.fi -
C[l.t·ion. i' exact : seating accoimnodations could be knovm three days in advance, 

·G. Vd"Y rigid sea~lrig plz.:.n wou1d work out very well; Since such a . happy state 
. bl' affairs wili pr,0:bably rievEJt be the .case for the nt3xt few years, I think 
the best arrangunerit' would be to statiort compderit personnel in each coach 
t,o net as conductors (by co 11petent persorthel I mean r0gular staff, or very., 
veC"Y' Gxcellei;1t :r-efugee persontiel), and to bo.ve a director of seating send 
passengers to the prci11er c6:-,.ches; In any case, . seating . refugees in railway 
coaches is a head~che . 

Purso~el carrie~·~ stopped· arriving about 4:30, and by that tima Albund had 
Jpaded the ln,st of ~he lugg.:i.ge· .ai.1d had sealed tl1e freight cars. At_ 5:00 p .m. 

·. --wo started the ~rati.ori distri;bution, Brookbank :.1.nd · Pierce superv:Ls:i,ng the 
·. distribution of .two meals 'of ,.c ,rations .• 

' 

Bec,mse of e;1rly nightfall, we 11£1.d loaded th0 coaches early, , .. and there wD.s 
the problem .qf keeping the pc:.ssengers on the plat'fo'rrn riear th0 trc;i.in during 
the interval bettveeh the · c-vettlng meal and our scheduled time of departure . 

'T--he . 1.tP detail. of two Americans left for dinner at 5·-: 00, and several . pf t _he 
fJf!ssenge?rs _ went to __ nearby bakeries to buy bre:.1.d befbrc':! MP . replacements arrived. 
We soon corralled ·a.11 ·the 'pc:~sscngers with the exception of' three, and estab­
lished a picket line ~o prevent anyone leaving the trai.n nr1.;a . · I~ was just 
a question of y,ai ting until the train should lea.ve for switching. 

·1illny former_ rcr.,idents of NARC came to the train to say goodbye, .a~d .- a· consid­
'et'able J.;i..,:1,10 was f'61111ed :· of 'men waiting their turn to kiss Dora Poch go.odbye, . 
All passer).gers· 'wer'c in their -places shor,tly before 8 p . in • . At- $;~ 30 the,. loco-

. motive hooked on and at ;8:-3-3 we 10ft for switching . ·At- 9::15 .-we departed 
Cas o.blirnca_. · · 

By 9:30 some of the staff had retired. Dr. Loomis made a tour of the· train 
and rt:ported everything in reasonably good order . Ono:; family h.:i.d rigged ham­
mocks in a compartment and the children were hn.ving the tirne of their lives . 
By 10:30 virtually ev~ryone was asleep. 

The night passed -without incident . 
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~Ve arrived at l\iioknos at 8:J0 a .m. Thursday, November 16, 1944. A representa­
tive of the French Req Cros_s crune out to our couchi::s in the yard 2.nd told us 
that she had hot coffee, sandwiches and oranges for the refugees. 1-l. French 

. military doctor presenteg, himself and asked if we needed his servic0s. For-
- . tunately, we did not. 1 " 

·Brookbank ~nd Pierce to~k care of the food distribution With the aid of refu­
gees who performed vrell. 

~lo departed li.ieknes o.t 9: 00 a.m., the only reason for our stop having been the 
Red .Cross distribution. We pulled out suddenly, and ·c hurri.<t;c1thanks was G.11 
I was able to give tr1e g.)od woman wh0 had so capably man-:ged the o.ffa:i.r. 

_ ... ,.ThE:.. ninety-five minute ruri to Fez was made more in~eresting by thE: choice of 
.our .train by a French aviator .as a prnctice to..r·c;et: Ho buzzed us several 1 

·times; 

We arrived ;it Fez :--.t 10:35 ·a.m. Passengers were allowed to dcsct,nd, and it 
was discovered t11.::i.t .:i. chicken was among our cD..rgo. Tw;) packages of cigarets 
enlisted tho services of the station officials, and our cars were serviced 
wlth water .,md the Lister bags were filled. Dr .· Loomis treated the water 
which was advertised 1-:.,m-potable . There wc:.s no trouble with thE: po.1.ssengers -
they were easily controlled. We departed Fez a.t 11: 50, suverc..l hours late. 

After we pulled out of Fez, Dr. Loomis beg.:n r,mtin0 mcuninn.tiuns of evcr-y 
rofugee on the train. 

We arrived at Taza at 4: 10 p;m. The change;; of loco.motives re,,quired s •_)me time 
and the train was left in the · svri.tchyards. · S,>rn~ passengers left the cuaches 
but were s0on hcrdud back on' the train. Ne dep.arted Taza at 5 p.m. 

li.fter leaving Tnza the staff conferr0d, and it was decided thc.:.t the four men 
would police the Oujdri. trc'..nsfer of pass(mgers frc,rn iviorrocan to Alger:Ls.n 
coo.chcs, and the five women would take cL:rG of the transfer of the ill and 
infirm~. After the conference . everybody retir\;,;d; since our best infornw.tion 
had it that we should_ change coo,chi,;S as suon as we arrived at Oujda, 2:00 a.m . 

I arose a little b0fore 2:00 ·a..m., which wt.s very fortunJ.te, as we had made 
up timo during the night and arrived at vujda. only slightly.late. I immedi­
ately sought th(::; HTO f'.nd le.:.rned that we were to ch2.nge coaches, but not until 
sevGn in tho morning. I pe.sscd this word along the co2.ches, and the pf ... ssen-
gers ret.,irod for the ni~ht . ' 

I then rGturned t ,) the B.TO and inquired about our new conches. I learned 
thnt 280 places h~d been provided: one il 3 B 5, two C 10 1 s, and one C 9. I 
:unmediately p0inted out to Sgt. Murray of th8 RTO tl-L."'Nt thE; hospital en.sos 
with which we hcl.d sk:rted and tho cases th.'.lt ht.d developed en r.:iu~e t-.one of I 
tho very y .:mng babi,,s devebped a cold; :::i.nothe;r child dcvelop0d diarrhea; 
i'lulf Dainow de_velupcd a bronchial condition) because of -the cold weather c..nd 
the badly enclosed _coc,ches made a fifth coach absulutely necessary. He c.greC:;d 
but stated thcL the extra car had to b~ ordere,;d by Oran. Ne then agreed to 
attempt to loac'. the entire c.anplE:mcnt into thv four cars spotted, the under­
standing being th:::.t a. fifth coach ¥,Juld be made av.:lilable if absolutely 
necessary. After arrc.nging with Sgt. Murrey th1:;; deta.ils of spotting the · 
co3.ches on par.:?.llel tracks, etc., I went to bed. 
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l.ip a6ain ?.:t 6:45 c'. , I,l . ?ridi:y, kN:Ciaber 17, l7~-4 . ~l vkr:.t t'-' th1.; rtTO and 2.gain 
br:.)U1_,ht up th"' qumti,.Jn ,.)f t:.n eJ:tra Cilr . ."le r_.,und thc'.t the new coa.ches had 
beB 1 sp0tted jn · th(:;i ,1r.:)ng track, and th0rd was so,11e delay while they were 
Sivitch~d. ' 

'.:,\1ortlJ cl'ter' { :00 lVlc'~d1:J.1ilC Jc,cques '.Jl th0 Frerich :n:ed , Gruss appeared and uffered 
u.s C()ffee e..nd Hp.etit :p:d.n" cDhsistinc of cl bun- sizl:d loa.f oi' brtJB.l... vri.th a kind 
of choccilate filling . . ,,e .. &greed tha,t the distribution should take place after 
the trc::.nsfor h.1d been 1112,de , :c.nd she mrLed 'out the -detafls of the distributi0n 

. '-· 

ThQ doctor inspecte::d ti'.1e tr8.in .snd decided·t0us-e cine of the;, C 10 1s which w;:;.,s 
well e·nclos ed as . t lN hospital cc1r, b eco.use of the high incidence of colds •. 
Ti: .. nsfer · of ' hospit'.:ll cases to tl-1is c.:.:..r b eg_11 ct the s2.11:e time as the transfer 
-::if r,:.-g.i.L::.'.c p-asser~qrs at _thE:o -othl!r ei:d oi' the · trc'.in.~ 

' . 
The ju::ctiposit:Lm_ qf the coc.ches ,,te.lnt thd, p2,ssengers ~vhc• had occupied a_ th:i.rd 
cL:ss co.J.ch fr0rn C2.<Jc.bl:..nca trwsferred tu J. first and second cL.ss co&ch with 
s,.:)l,i8 111issing windows, ., pE:ssenbers fr0m the 6thc:r third class coJ.ch trJ.nsferred 

• " .to {:ri.rci cL::.ss CO;cCl1es j OCCl.cpd.nts of' t be scc,;nd ckss CO2 cf1 were tre.nsf crred 
d t i'1t:r to· to hospit· .. l cc..r or to t hi:.; tl·1irq.· cl::.ss · co,:,.ch •. ,ih8ll this tr.:.nsfer was 
cor:,p1eted, it w2s app2.rent t:1a.t c.noth0r co2.ch -would be nocdi3d, c.nd Jgt . 1-'urray 
did Uie n?:!c~ssa.ry . Th<::) extrJ. coe.ch tu:cried out to be .,1 second cl2.s.s. co.:Lcll in 
poor concliti·.)n~, but. tl1e,; tr;.nsfcroos i'rn ... th'-':. 2 B 4·"dia. not cornpL.J.n . 

. . 

..:,i'ti.:.:r p,j,sen~,u·s ·hc;, d _be;ci1 tr, ,.nsf.erred, voluntE>cr· i•efugees· quickly trax1sf0rred 
c -_s0s 0f r _ tions 2.ncl 1.,ister be.gs . The .d.ed · Cross di st.ri but:i.on went off smoothly 
i:ll1U l,[-...: gJ.Vc thv guocl l(;,dies .JUr sincei·e thanks in E'rench and 1 , 000 francs . 
Tl10 coipl"ete -;tr .• r.sfer was finisi1ed by 10:00 c:. ~,,t. s the · Frci1ch ci,ntroleur of 
inlfnigr,::ti.01, 111-: ~1:; his app-:.-arc:.nce and was 0iven a duplicc:.to;; list of our pa.ssen­
c ::.;rs ~ The tr .in . w:..s ri1o.de up ;:.;.nd re2.dy to 2-or -

• J -

I/(,; pulled c:,ut at ,10:15 a . J,l , despite tnc: ' :,bsence of f~ve.rt.fuge(;S wno, h..:..d b,.,ne 
lff~ ,; town· t.) -buy breac). . Their n2..cnes WE.;r0 ~UJ:o-kly nscert-s..,_ned and a t_""legrc.In 
'lr.:-:s S\..!i;t at ·tho nro...'t · s,t.3:tion . 30011 c1~'torward, the . tra:rn st upped at a little 
3_t5.ti, .. m ·: st=-ti<m ·and we succe8ded in teL.ophorti.n6 the C 1ef du Gare uf the Uujda 
st,~tJ.,)11 . H0 inic,nu0d us thc:.t the five 1,1en h.~d bee1, f0und .:.ind: t'hc..t they \~ould 

' . . . . . 
· ov_ert'.:Jce ~s 0L _m exp:,::·ess tr2.in thv.t ·.!vuld pJ.SS u.s at ..:iicii-Bel- ,-1.bL)es . 

'i'nv i'i:..~t:1. coa.ch 2.t Oujda ;;av.:, us 3. total of 330 pL.ces for 243 persons , a 
P~S3vl1[,er- p .. 2.C'-O L .ctoT di' 72,.J, :i.n COJ1lpc:.'.risou ,rith 316 pL:ces for a p;.SS€;Y1<5er­
:)J.,:J,Cs;; f .1.ctor ol' ?6,o fro ... C:as2.blanca tu Uujdc1 . 

vuc; of Oujd:.... ,..ik f.)_;_ th~ .1.;ister ba
0

s ripp,,d, a.nd J. 1·t;pJ.~ced it v,iT,i1 one ui t;1c 
;3~'.I c.i ej'_g , [ .'. 

Dr. Lor)ffiis , ;,-,~u by this tide i12,d hi..:; 3CheduJ.e .0£ a;:.:uJ..rnre,i0ns i11 £'ull sw:i.nb, 
.. ,ric'.l"..i,ed thl: C 10 30 tlut !1•;:; Ld [:;. C(Jupc'.rt,i.ent for us0 ' 20·,_;, disµensz.ry and 
eX£.;Jimn2, roo1:1, 2. 1.., J.2.nLst bein_:;; pl,,ced across the door,r.y W,1e.D it was used .I'or 
L10 L,:tter purpo.:;e . The p2..s0en6ers welco,ucd his .:1.t'c,ention .:::.nd looked i: 0rwc1rd 
t.__.. 1,h1Jir· tul~n, wl1ich wD.s 2. Vdluc.blE"; f <.,.ctur l.L.L r8lievin0 t 1i<:- boredom uS: tho 
journ8y . 

Th0 sccme:rJ from Oujda tu ,.1 i'ew miles p2st Tl1J,t1cen is ,dfl,f;,lUficent , J.nd the 
po..ssen[;ers lined o&ch w:1.r~dow to oLserve it . 
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lie 2.rrived at Tlm11c~:1 2.t 2 : 35 p • .m. uu:r tr.:,in ,cs l'-'ft in the; yc:.rds whlle 
the locom0tives t,:)ok on wat(:;r . 1~0 1;:.·.s.;:1c,n~':,:;;::s d<Jsc;.c:nded, c~s t;1e duration of 
t;1c stop \Y~s not know'n. ,l,_3 }JUll-.:d out of I'leLcen at 3 : 25 , uvcr c.n hour L.te . 

Th0, tr.:::.nsf.c,r at Gujc·c:. ;:ovGJ,:ber 17 tooi, a"Jproxi1ti2.tely tvrice as long as the 
tra.nsfer uf r_;ughl;y the s:,;110 nu:,1ber vi rcfu..:.,e-:::s lk'Lober 1:5 . 'l'hE:- two ,nost 
i.tn1_1ortc,nt rec::;Sl,ES for t,;1e lon~(.;r tirnt.. , iii n~r vpinion, ·;rere t;10 la.rger nu..:,lb<Jrs 
of un2.ccompc..ni(;;d ,,.~.n and women, w11ich r,1ali0 it difficult t'-' compose units of 
7 &lid 8 fur t.;c,ch c0,ups.rt1ucnt , a.Lei 2.lso, it ,u.ade groups , unc0 ass cii'~'.)led, very 
V,JL .. tile end quicL to dispeL se; am: tac lc .. te Sjx,;ttini, of th'-' fifth c-c.r --hc:.d 
it been spott0d 1\Jr l:ff1er6 ency use , tne t:c, . .nsf0r coulc:. h.:..ve be1011 acc0,11pl.is£1ed 
much moro smc..othly c.nd svrif t ly . 

1 .. t Oujda , 1.t v, .s discJvvr6d th2.t our livestoc:. inc:LUcled one Li tten secured 
to his m'"_ster , -~- s8v1cm-yc2.r- old boy, by '-'· lcr,6ti1 of 3/S- irich rope . 

'ri1l, j.Jurne;y- Il°•.Jla rlvmce11 to Jidi- Lel ··"-1.bb(.S W .S un,.:N0ntful . 

de -::.1Tiv0d ~.t 6:i,di - 2e::i. - ,,Lbes c;·c 6:4) p .I.i • ..:.nc; l i.1J,t1:,cL.c..t8i.J sou
1
_)1t out the 

.,. _p d ,-j f"l l • ' • 1 • ' t· !· ' . vne... e u.:,re 1.vr :i,:_hor:uc:.1,.i.0n concc:i.·r1-n,_, ·erk' .icJXj_)rcss 1L:G w., .• s -c,o 01·ina our 
five missing p;::.ssen:.:,"-'rs , _ ·1 · c1imb8d over t.ie sthn::, OJ.' r'rc:ibht c£:crs lyin{; 
b--::tvv(:;on our trci.:L~l c.nd L·1e st .tJ.,m pl2ti'ori., ,Ula. ,,,-.]t:, the /i'ericl1 i:I0d Cross 
h;:;.:td~on . The [,O()d. ~-101;,c:L 2..skc:d ... u a.L:uut the ll'c:nch rcfu.;l.toS ._nd t0lci ,fa; hJW 

t'.1, .. y W8r'0 ,_,uin[:, tu g:.i.v0' tl1ci., h;;-c coi'fce arid S..:'.ndwicncs . 1 c"ren ... l..!..y 8Xpl2.in-
0d to i:,'.ie111th~1t·vu:r rc.fu2,ces \·,'-re c:1.p.,:i:..1.ic:l.s , but·tlnt did not dc.:;,,pGn tn-.: good 
wo,;-,0n Is c~1thusi.::-~>, , Tho lJ.:'.!3S.;Jl1[_.,ors h.~\.: juGt .{lnJ..shed .i ,nc .. ;:-:l of h rJ.tions 2.nd 

• Wt:JI'8 E::.it sul'1'0.r:1.n'-, f1·u:l, huni.:>cr, "t,ut it w. s ,JLVi;:;us th,-j_t n0thin
0 

short of 
s:·w'--'d- off shot-,uns CJuld h&vc st'YJpcd t;1(. · ,.)ocl womcr.. from :..chiE-vins ·L1c:i.r 
nob1'-' pu:cpxie,..., so I o..ske;d Brook'o,.ccl{ emu Fi~rct:.: tct h,.,_ndlu Qllr enc. oi' th0 dis ­
tribution . 

I thc:m found. the. Gl1,:d . uQ G&r~ whr1 t olc: ,at.: t ., t t- ~1l;; express would overtah.(;, us 
c".t JJ.ch - B0l- ,:,bbos . 1-,b ,)ui:, 7; 1/J p •. ,. . liis pr 06n0stic.:Jt.hin. ,r2.s co1u· u"mcd 211G. 3ix 
not f'i vc , ,)r our ori2:irk"l cowplCJ,.snt r..,j i:.,:i.L'-'d L1.__: c..XJ up . \ 11t:l1\::.re st:::.ff h.:.d 
Pr--f, .. red ::. list ()i.. p2..ss 0,1~cr:3 Lnd their loc __ L.01-, ii. tt1-.; tr,.1i1. Just ::;,fter the 
incic],,nt oi · tt"Hc ;:us~in&:, _ ~ c,;;fll!::,G(:;;S , d1C... JL(, l,)UnJ. villJ i'lVc.- J,n.ssir,b; h.-:..ving 
six turn up c0n.t'ir~n~d 1cy bc..licf th,.t such :J. list-'11a3 1•1 .• sted et1·ort . ) Tl1ey 
t.:.>ok th;_,ir pl.~.cos in t:1s co_:~ci·:<:::s v.rith,mt ::ttl'2.c:tins Sj'.h .. CJ..,:.l ~ttl,nt:ion, .::.nd 
2.pp'-'.:.,r8d v0ry .cwnt1 j_t'-' , as w0ll t11c;y J,ii..;ht, h .vc bscn - the v .. pr c.s3 in ·,mici1 
tuuy h~d c .. 1,c .. .f:con uujci2. VT&S muci1 ,.:vre CI',)Wcled \,1itu Pc,,;:i.no p .. 3.3811b(:;rS ! ) 
than our cb2chGs . 

·1 th:...nkud t-hL- 'nod Gru~;,3 J.n t:.i1-:: 11c'-,iv c;_· t.L_; .JoL)~ C:..nct 1,L:.:.d.c t;:1;., custowc:.ry 
1 , OOO - frc_-nc d rn:.ti,.,n . It c.ur1.1...u Ol:t t.,. ·t., c.:1<, ,itt c.Jf.i.0 1;;0 w .. s V1..,rJ wv ... l. rc ­
C\;lved, S;l,Ct• tnu s.: .. UWlCil1,;S 1'illvd tli<o l'h::cd iur br..; .d t,1, .. t 1 , ..... l'i;j vl' th,_; rt..fU-
5CGS f 2lt . 

ik d.cp,1rted : . .hc... - .i:.k:.1-,.-,bb0s 2 .. t ;j: 15 .-P . , .. t . 

t~l0JLiJt~r b.:.-..:_;s . 

1 1.;e1:t- Lnw;:...rd c,li.C'. n, . .l.lt;.:d. S01Jd Cc.trdb(.,,:•1·d 0-vi;;,r ..:, ,_,J .. il.SS - lvs..J UOOl ,v --/ in tut;:; 

l,>c:l1..l.Xc,_ c:o ... c'.1 . lio.;;t O~.· th(;; p ... S.:,cnJers 1!:..\.l ,a,<..,jUSL,.Jd t:1,:;;l'tS\.:.LVGS t.:> tll'-'ir Dt.::,Y 

I 
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envil ,.)nrr1\;;;nt - bl'.-1.tkets hc:.d been hunE:, for pn. Vo.CY, empty r.:.:.tion c-:1.ses had 
beun a,dapted t~s foo:cstpols, and severc.sl i'aruilies bad plc:ccd their srn2llr:::r 
children in h,=:J:1mocks contrived from bldnkc,ts a.nd hung 1r01,, the luggag,c 
racks. Ono co1ap,1rtment with nine p&sseri[;ors w&s found, and t;rree of its 

.occ_ctpairts were removed to a com1,,1rtI,1ent in the staff car th&t h. .. ,d been'·,, 
re.served fer s c..;.Ch emergencies . · 

~fe &rrived ~,t Sc-d.nt Ba,rb <.rt ll :JO p . r,~ . The chan;:,e of locomotives w;:;..s 
acc::,mplishcd and we departed .Saint Barb o.t 12 : 15 a .m • .Saturday, l>Jovtfa­
ber 18,, 1941.. . 

The nisht passed without event . 

The stc:.ff ~,rose· shortl;y- before 8 :00 2.. .m. and breakfasted . The tr3i.n was 
making; only short stops at unimportant st3.tions so. there was no police 
problem. 

~Ve arrived at Orlea.nsville at 9: 55 &.r,1 . Thcugh our coaches t.nded up 
·r&ther dist .llt r'ro thE; statiori plat1or,n, passt.ngers were allowed to dt.:­
scend . 00111.J .1ac: sta.:r·teci to Q<.:)SCend as soon .::...S l,he tra.J.n stopptod, but 
w10~r took tht-ir pL.ces rec:;.d.il" when I told them tnit 1 l:Ld to iind out how 
long th'° trGin would .stay befor::- I could. tell them whether t ey rnit,ht get 
dovm. Learning tlLt ti1,c; stop ·,:. s scrwdulcd .1or tnirty ,.u.nutes, 1 ,..::.ll0wed 
thi:-;rn to descend, tellint, thci,t to st2.y 1,t:;,::u· tn._cs train , tney 112.d to: .r'rt.jnch 
nri.J.J..t.:i.ry po.uc0 v1-.>'ulc.i not 18t thcin uut 0.1. t110 st'._tion enclosur-..:;J . They 
behoved well and wcr0 b,~ck in t huir' pL,ccs bJ lU: 20, fi:ve minutes bdore 
scheduled tL,lc of dc:x1.rture . Tu2 tr_in depc:.:i."ted 01·:Lec:1.11sville at 10:JJ "· •·li 

Uut · of Orlc2x.svill(:; the-- \ic: __ t,,10r ·.,1c,s ,1ot, ui,d ·water bt:c"':.111;; the pr0tlc1,1 of 
the day . It w.:i:s d2:cided to fill th:-,; Lister bc..gs et t;w next l·::>1,6 sto;, 
,.ffreviU<.;, -.,1h0r0 ''"" 1,:,~re scneduled to Le c:.t 2 : Ou r; .~;, . 

,fe J.rrived c,.,t 1-i.ffr.,,viJ.1e a.t 2: 05 p . llt , ,., ,,c,ter [,c1.n6 w .s ort,,_11ized , _nd 
e..urir16 the hundred fiftc:en.an.iriutc st . .,1,,- • .::,11 th& .Listbr b_0 s ·vrere filled, 
includin[, the repL.ce,ccnt for tll(:_, h . 1:, ripped earlier, ,rnd the nl-',V on0 hung 
on the e::J-..-tr.J. co~ch obL,incd ,.:.t Oujda . T;.-w rd'u~ec ·;_,1<.:::lp pc,: .t'0riu0d c:i. edit_­
bly hei·(;; . 

i,1r::i . Lit,1be.!.~l'-1.11d _;iho:10d .iii'.::>C in 1-1..i.0 ic:rs tu tell tl1e;,1 thcct we sh,mld be a.t 
"'-C:'.ison C __ rrc:e .::bout 9 p.,,.,, ~nd to ~.sk t11a,1, tJ for.IL;iq t:1~.t ,,k.ss _,

0
0 to 

.Sophie Bessmertny, a. funner resident of l,,..._,c, wno ·:1.:,s· J.t the 11.ussL,n Gon­
suLte 2.t .n.1.:_:,i(:)rs • 

.{e d8p,·LY.ted ;.ffrcvilh, c.t 4= 00 p . JJi , for tlk run downhill tu Blida. and 
lvi2.isol'1 Car.ree 1 

J'l.rrivod i,,aison Cc:.rrcc 9:00 2..m . Tht;; Britis~1 1<ro in.,:'orn1ed .r.te th1::t our 
c .. 1'S were to rema.ir1 in tht) Y~rd until J:00 a . rn . , wh ..... n our tr ... in would pull 
out .i:·or Cor,st.:::.ntine . H-:; c..1so confint0d i11J b'-'lit;f th:1t 8; ;'lc,ter truck was 
ready to fill the Lister bags . 

1 found thJ French officer in ch2.rge of the ·military guard at th0 st.:,tion 
end· .::.;:,k0d him_ to pcr,i.t nun-=- ,o:f •ths group L> lenve ·thu st2..tion durin6 the 
night . .Several p,:1,s:::1 cngers c.sked fat) for permission to go to ;ugiers to 
visit r~latives , but all resuests were answLrc,d in thv negatJ.v~ . 
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Hadley, Kimberland, Mlle . Marin-Chancerelle, Ted Randall, Algiers representa­
tives of UNilliA, AF3C, Service Sociale d 1Aide aux Emigrants, AFSC, respectively, 
arrived at the station about 9:30. :!v~s. Kimber land left the train and Ted 
Randall replaced her. Mlle , Marin-Chancerelle als·o boarded the train to ac­
co:ilpany us to Philippeville. 

I looked up our schedule and found that the train was not scheduled to leave 
until 4:48 a.m. Sunday, November 19, 1944. 

Though passengers had been asked to remain in their coaches, many of them 
descended, and some were definitely testing the French sentinels, whom they 
found not wanting. All but a few returned to their seats when they found that 
there was no canteen or buvette at· the station. \After having been served hot 
coffee three times between Casablanca and Oro.n, the passengers now came to 

_ expect such service, and inquired at each stop if there would be coffee.) 
'• • ••A - .'_ , 

·· Ifhc Lister bags were filled -in short or-der and· the .;n~w. passengers installed in 
thu staff compD.rtments of t-he · hospital -car. . Since. there wns considerable traf­
fic through the st.:ition, I decided to have a st&ff monber on "police" duty 

·-throughout the tiight. Dr. Loomis took the. trick from 1O:JO to 12:J0, Te.ct 
·· ·' Randall; from 12:J0 to 2-:30, a:nd· I took over at -. 2:JO: •.. 

. ,·,· 

At 4:45 a.m. our truin arrived and we sta.rted switching. at 5:J0 a.m. Sunday, 
November 19, 1944, we dep,trted N.iaison Carree . 

'~ '.Phe trip out o·f Utaison C.1r-ra·e . w2.s uphill and .w:::i.s v.:ory .slow and uneventf1+l. 
· Stops at (.Won the vory sJnall. villages wo.:re f.or· long periods of time, and those 

passengers who wished to J;eave their- coaches rod. plenty of time to buy wine, 
fill the~-r water jugs, ::md- Wll.sh at the -hydrants fo.und ·at ea.ch station. , 

The schedule I had seen had us arvivirig 'n.t Sc:tif at· .J.:0.:30 p.m. Sunday night, 
, _but w ' pulled in at 9: 45, n.n almost unheard of event on n French railroad-

· do· depart,cd Sotif J.t 1h50, p . .n1-• . 

-Thd-· night ·pa.ssed withou·t event; 
, ... 1 

.. ' . 
_- l,· .. • '·' 

;,ve arrived nt Const,::.ntinc; at 7:45 a .m. 1:ioEdD-y, Nov(;lllber 20, 1944. Tha tr;.:.in 
of· whi'ch WE; wero to be a part -for· the run to P.hilippeville was waiting for us, 
wc were swi tchcd on m1d we dcp:irtod c1t 8: 15. 

The run from Constantine to PhilippevillG is downhill, and wc rrcde good tirae. 
I went through th e tr.:-.in, informing the p,:.ssc:ngers tho.t we would arrive about 
noon, .::i,rtd to have their baggage ready. This n0ws was univ·ersally well re­
Otived: five ci.7Ys on t _ ho train mnde any ch:::.nge n welcome one . 

It was interesting to note th.::tt p,., ssengdrs still left the train at each stop 
to wnsh,' to buy -wine_;"- oi· to .fill wnte:r jugs, in spite of the fact _tmt we were 
~to -··2.rrive e.t ,\)Ur dostin.::;.tion -wi-thin thrl;;,e hours. · 

.J. 

1-tt' ·St. Chc.rles I succc0ded in , c2,lling Cru.np Jec.nne -_) 1J1.IC and was informed that 
't,nc, trucks h.3.d just left -f0:r the Pr,ilippevil.le station. The timQ was 11: 20 a.u 

I m:.1.de another trip through-the trcin, requesting the passengers not to leave 
the truin until I g:...v0 them the word • 

• I . • •• 
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We arrived at Philippeville at 12:10 p . m. November 20, 1944. I left the train 
to find the trucks, which turned up on the other side of the yard. I met Ned 
Campbell and learned the details of the off;-loading operation. 

Th6 train wa.s shunted to a siding where the pn.ssengers could walk from their 
coaches to a raised platform, on the other side of which were sixteen, count 
'em, sixteen, trucks lined up ready to receive refugees and transport them to 
c.amp. 

The refugees behaved very well, le:1ving . the train and going to the trucks in 
an orderly fashion. Dr, . Loomis supervised the transfer of the hospital cases. 
After the co.ri.ches were emptied of passengers, a process that lasted from 12:25 
until 1:20, I checked the coaches, cut .down the Lister bags, and threw out 
un~sed cases of C ration so that they might easily be picked up. At this time 
Mr . Walsh dir~cted a truck to the car used by the staff and staff luggage and 
miscellaneous supplies were off-loaded • 

. . Br.Qokbank, Benlezrah;:: B~ttmnri, Land Pierce had le.ft· th~ t :fain .~ soon a.s it had 
1 ·bcimn -~wi.tched, and 'goi1:e .1:t,o the. ·.damp ·to assist -wi t ·h ·registration. Dr; Loomis 
· and .Nurse MacQuarrie :and- Nur~· Gadbury accompnbied ·th:e ·arnb\llunce c3.ses \ there 
w.ere. five) to the •· hospital; : RD.ndall and M2rin-Chartcerelle · Jcc~mpanied Phil-
ippeville staff' to the co.mp. • ·· ' · 1·:r.; ··· · · ; · · 

. J: .le.flt the train at .2:0O ,p.fa. and: rode to the ca.rnp' on':th(i t½icik carr~ng staff 
luggage and miscell.cneous supplies . 

' . : \ ~f 30 -
' .Addis ... Ababa; .Ethiopia ,. ,,,.i . ) \ J ~an1.12:ry 1945 

• .., t . -' • r ' . ~ ' ' ,/ ,I 

-SOJ.:ie tentative suggestions i:ri- connection with rail . ni6ved,~nts .of refugees. 
! .'. l, ' ' ·•. ~ ' • ' 

• .. / '-, 

The remarks that follow c.re the result uf . limited .expe:r:ien_ce __ (movement of ·' 
,J+95· r~fugees from Casabl11nca t o Algiers, October 1)-17, 1944; rt1ovei\1ent .<>f 
2JLj.·:r13fugees frorri Casablanca tb Philipp~ville, Nov·e-,:iber 1r~ ·20,,,•.1944) .ind 

i e:re ·· not , suppoi:led· to te ·the defiriitive rules to ·be fo:i:,.L:iwed in r{loving :r;·efugces 
: by rail. · The inform::it:Lon i 's 1given·with the ide1,1 :~hat , w.i;.tJ;ri.ni~s limitations, 
it ri1ay prove useful inc planning :and executing refugee movements which may 
soon become one of the raost il,,portant functions of UNR.i:tA~ 

' ' 

, .. L : ,: AC-Cm.,Jh'iODATio~;s . .. Tifo "'Army: nas '..found ordinarY freight car; ·, the r.1ost conveni­
ent a.nd s ·atisf .:.ctory means of transporting young and ·nc,,lthy men ~ Twenty to 
tt.irty men in o. f1·ei'ght cc..r with clean straw bedd{ng ··ana r.:.:ttons and :v-rcl;t.er 
trr,,v.el . very c0mfortably •. Most · r•efugee ·groups wifl 'con~ist of vecy yutirig and 
old poople of both soxes, as well e.s the strong middle-aged men and women, and 
_ C!)3.ches· ,sh.:mld b·e -provided for "the· transp'ortatior1 ' 'of s,uc:h _groups •. · Third class 

, c0n:ches1 a.re m:ost satisf.ict0:ry, ··having no · upholstery, · they 'are less likely to b e 
infested, and their seating capacity is gre~tt:sj:,. If possib.le, one class trc.ir. 
should be made up, · with one superior accornmodatidn co:icn for use :is a "hospital 
car: 11 a difficult seating problem is c:iust::d by the pr~s?nce of more. th.'.m one 
class accommodati.:m . · · · 
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In m:ik.ing up the train a loo.d fact ,)r of nb-.rnt 85ib slnuld be kept in mind. 
Our lo.1d fr,ctor for 495 refugees w1::.s l:32i6; for 234 refugees it was 74/o. By 
insisting on six sen.ts for every five refugees much difficulty will be a.voided. 

iVhether bl:mkets should be provided depends 0n weather cvnditi0ns. 

The U.S. Army 11 C11 and 11K 11 rations are excellent for refugee ;novements. Since 
these rc::.tions are designed for fighting men, giving full rations tv people 
wh,) are mer.oly riding a train is very wasteful: only 2/3 of a ro.ti0n sh, . .iuld 
be given adults, and 1/3 of a rati0n to children. If our refugees were typi­
cal, there will be a great de,no.nd for bread, whether full 11 C11 and 11K11 rations 
are given them 0r n•)t; this c.:i.n most conveniently be 11tet by .:,1.llowi.ng the:m to 
buy brand and sandwiches at st,,tion canteens, or by Red Cross distributi0ns, 
which can be arranged in advance. Hot coffee was invariably welcomed .:i.t any 
hour. Evap€>rated milk can be mixed with water Ci.nd distributed to b:,,bies; 
this als ,::) wa.s welcoJned by the refugees. 

A satisf~ct~ry solution to the water problera is provided by Lister bags which 
usually can be hung with.Jut much tr:.mble. However, a water supply for the 
h\;Spital should be carried in cans, which are easily policed: it is difficult 
t0 contr.)l access tv Lister bags, and water rn.eant fur drinking is often used 
fortw;-.::,hir~. C~lcium hypochlorit,~ aI,'1po1.,l.les of the __ correct siz0 t0 treat the 
c,m ents u.L a Lister bag are avai..l.Zl.b.Le l'roll, tne U .0. Arruy. 

Other items which should be carried are: broums, lanterns and flashlights, 
a simple tool kit, waste rags for use e.s t,.)wels; and, fur use vf the staff, 
ar-.m.y cots • 

· II .STAFF Since stafrn:u.st b-fi:.- ready for any emergency at any tifao, 
hav0 superi,:,r o:ccontr,1.odaticms ·in urdur to :cest well when off duty. 
the accompanying · staff· 1sho,uld be as small in n~bar·· as jx:,ssible. 

. ' 

it must 
Tht::r-ef ore, 

The extent of the heed for medical pers__,nnel is obviousl~T dependent un the 
size and vigor of the gruup; however, I shuuld. '•think ,.,ne doct-)r and one nurse 
should be provided for :iny group mover,i,ent ,Jf mixed compositi0n, and that twu 

, doct,:,rs .:.1.nd twc' nurses cbiuld tak'e cRre of the em0rgency ·needs 0f tho L:.rgest 
movement practicabJ.:e. •- If ,.the st~to of hco.lth of a .group is such that it sh_,ui. 
require more inedice:l earei than provided for o.buv:~, t-he grvup pr;)bc.bly should 
not be moved. 

The c_drnnistrc,tive , (er. welfare) staff shuuld cunsist of three persons: ~ 
. c,..,nv0)y leader t -o · make all b.vrangeme,nts f .__)r the tra.in,• to ne60tic.te with rn.il­
way of.t'ici.als en route and.-with agencis::s such as th0 Red Cr0ss wh0 might 
meet the train at st.::i.tiuhs ; -- and t.:.i have ultincte Tesp0nsibi~i ty f 0r c.11 the 
details )f the rn0v01ni:ent; a:nd tw.1 othc:rs, one whose· chief r~sp.1nsibility wuuld 

. -· .. be the seating arr.'.l.ngetnents·, the other to ht>,ve charge .of .ratL.m distri.buti~n. 
·All three sh.:;uld be suffichmtly active "'nd firm t0 handle 11police 11 and dis­
cipline proble:~1s arising out of changing trains ~nd the sheer b~rc_dom of a 
pr.)lone;ed trip ,)n a sL,w train. Since refugees are refHark:,,bly gvod linguists, 

, .::.n intorpr8ter sh0ulcl. not be included if that is tu · bG his only j0b. ·· A staff' 
Gf three ns · outlin0d should be able to handle 1,000 refugees, which is prJb.:i.bl: 
as lc1rge a group that wuuld be tr:..'.nsported c.s a unit. 

I 
; , : 
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III. GB!IJJiiRAL Refugee ho.nd luggage sh-:.iulc~ be }jJid.ted L. th2.t wn0unt which 
t-,J.ch persvn can carry easily (repeat u~sily) fvr lwng distances in his own 
h::mds. This means that the presence uf o.n invalid in the fa1nily group carries 
n0 luggage, end the rest of the group must adjust its luegage t0 carry the 
bare necessi ti cs of the invu.lid. Train changes may be frequent anu unexpected 
anJ there will be no porters. 

Seo.tine; arrangements are dependent 0n the knuwledgo of tho mnke-up of the 
tr:1in; if definite inforuation cc.n be had, tickets sh.luld be issued cl.hJ 11 cun­
lluctbrs II should 1:1.::tke sure each person is in his proper place. Mo!'c often, 
however, the coL1posi tion of the train will not be.: known sufficiently in ud­
v2.nca to ;,1ake such precise .:1rrangcments possible ; in such a c..-..se, a c1.mductbr 
shJuld be assigned to each car, the dire~tor of seating controlling the flow 
Jf refugees frorn trucks to the coaches, :J1d the conductors t~king co.re of the 
se.~ting in each cur. Once- sented, puss eneers snould b~ ke:pt in th~ir cuaches 
until the sc.:i.ting operation ·is , completed. Senting shcul~ be pJ.,.:i.nnf.Jd to leave 
the shv:rtest possible interval bet ween its c9mpletion and the, Jepc..rture of the 
train; keeping passengers on n stationary trtln is a very difficult police 
proble1il". When changing trains, passengers should q:e transferred couch by. 
_coc.1.ch. 

·Passengers shouLl n::it to. a:).lo.w~d t,, descend fr-.n the co::;.cht:ls except' when. stops 
· ;6.re of foorc than 30 1:J.nutes .. C:uration; passeniers sh0uld 0nly be allowed to 
,. dE•scE:nd when the co.'.lches. . c.Jjoi;n th~ station platfo1~1:1. 

:, . \ .J 

Refugees should b.e encou~:..,i;E>d to c:1rry cnnteens ur .w.itor bJttles as W(;ll .1s a 
cup ancI a . spJon. 

No .JistributiJns of ·clothi~g S~Ollld be:: atterllpted during such a trip. 

Sufficient space r.1ust be kept v2cant in the "h0spita1'1 cD-:r for c:.incrg;:;ncy use .• 

' 
Transport _-:if livest9_clf s1+ch e::s .. ~nts, dogs , p,mltry~. ·- etc ., sh;;uld be discuuragt 

The staff i~tust at all:ti!i,8S re;114in caL:1 in th~ knc.,~l0JgtJ thc.t, who.t8vt::r th6 
dfficultics , however unr-=:ns,Jn.::.blc thE:: refugues u0d sh.rw th0 tr'.:l.in, tiff,c 
:,t::-;rches incxc,rnbly· drl and . one day the trip will t;Il<.i. '. ' ' 

451537 
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UNITED NATIONS RELI FIND RE}it.\BILITATION AD INISTRATION 
NORTH AFRICAN !{L~l..GEE CE. TER 

APO 759 

11 ~ecernber 1944 

AOM 94 

TO: Mr . Fryer, Camps Division, UNRRA, Nashingt~n 

SUBJECT: Report on Refugee I ovement from lgiers to Port 
Said, Egypt , October 18 - 28, 1944. 

~ith reference to ,r . Eeckelman's letter to you, S J, of 
2 November 1944, I am sendin~ you here ith a copy of the 
report prepared by cmerson • Brown after conversations with 
Dr. Edward L. Chambers, on the second portion of the refugee 
moverrent which left the NARC on 13 ctober. This second 
report covers the movement from the time it embarKed i~ 
the port of Algiers until disembarl:ation at ort Said. 

I believe that these two reports will be useful in planning 
other UNRRA movements of refugee groups. 

Th~ope 
Project Di rector 

'l 

nclosure: Brown to Bechelman, 24 1Tov. 1944, 'Report of 
lefugee kovement from Algiers, Algeria, to Port 
Said, Egypt, October 18 - 28, 1944. 



1 • 

Pioc: . /iii n 

f.,,, t, W..1 ;..I 
nv ¥ JJo '7i;6; 

a , . 
.. , , I" , 

-· 



To: 

From: 

Subject: 

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
North African Refugee Center 

24 November 1944 

Mo W. Beckel.man, Project Director 

Emerson M. Brown 1 ~ Jt,_ ~ 
Report of Refugee Movement from Algiers, Algeria, 
to Port Said, Egypt, October 18 - 28, 1944 

I I" 

The following account of the movement of 348 Sephardic refugees from 
Algiers, Algeria to Port Said, Egypt, October 18 - 28, 1944, is the result of an 
interview with Dr. Edward L. Chambers who, together with Dr. Andrew M~ueeney, 
Mary Sears, and A. Moneera Finley, accompanied the group. Dr. Chambers edited 
the preliminary report that I wrote, corrected outright mistakes, filled in 
details, and added much inf'onnation which he extracted from the diary he kept 

during the trip. My role, therefore, is that of tY.Pist, and author of the 
pump-priming report that resulted in the following account of the journey o Dro 
Chambers has read the complete report, and nine-tenths of it is in his own 
language. 

+ + + + 

existed 
Confusion/following embarkation at Algiers because of the misunderstanding 

concerning reaponsibility for the supervision and care of the group on the 
ship. The instructions Beckelman had received explicitly stated that only 
medical personnel should accompany the movement out of Algiers. The ship's 
officers assumed, however, that the group was in the hands of an officer in 
charge who would execute the instructions given by the ship's o.c., and 

arrange for messing, billeting, bedding, and every detail necessary in caring 
for the refugees. The medical escort party, who found the baby left on their 
doorstep, attempted to bridge the void between the two attitudes, and eventually, 
after an awkward interval., took over complete charge of the refugees. . . 

The attitude on the part of the ship's officers was fully understandable, 
since they had previously dealt only with troops, and the officers which always 
accompany troops assume complete resporisibilityo This misunderstanding had 1the 
unfortunate result of antagonizing the ship's officers to suoh an extent that 
they were utterly uncooperative throughout the trip to Naples, with the conse­
quence that numerous avoidable difficulties arose. 
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The quarters provided were two large troopdecks, and two decks supplied 
with 45 canvas bunks each. Everyone messed on the troopdecks; the food was good. 

Initially, when the ship's officers were working entirely on their own, they 
divided the group by sex, devised a group lead.era system, and attempted to assign 
the llderly people to the decks with bunks. However, the group lead.er system 
fell through completely, due to wrong choice of leaders. Then again, the wrong 
people got into the bunks, and many of the refugees swanned into decks assign~ 
to troops. At this juncture, when everything was out of hand, the medical escort 
party entered the picture and had to disentangle the conf'usion by re-assigning 
quarters and obtaining several cabins for the most deserving cases. This was, 
or course, an aitduous tasko Hammocks and a limited sup )ly of mattresses, to­
gether just sufficient to supply everyone, had been piled on each troopdeck, 
and. the refugees grabbed their bedding at random. The result was that many 

appropriated far more than their share, so that about 4D persons had nothing. 
~ This miserable situation was remedied onJ,.y after an exhaustive 
inventory and re-allocation, and distribution of additional m~ttresses. It was 
also necessary to organize cleaning parties for the quarters. The O.C. made a 
daily inspection, and required a maximum of cleanliness. Since the troopdecks 
were also mess decks they reapidly became filthy during the course of a day. 

The ship left Algiers October 18 and arrived at Naples October 20, 1944° 

The disembarkation at Naples was the next major problem. It started at 
12:15 p.m. October 20, and by 4:30 p.m. the same day the train departed from 
Naples with all luggage and refugees aboard. Transfer of hold lugga.i§e delayed 
the train's departure--transf'er of the refugees from ship to train was com­
pleted in three hours. 

Under the system of disembarkation used, worked out by us with the E. S. O. , 
the names of families to make up groups of approximately twenty were. announced 
over the ship' s public ad.dress system. The groups were assembled at the gang­
plank and then allowed to descend. The cumbersome method of disembarkation a­
dopted was really the only way of re-assembling the family groups under the 
circumstances. This offers a good reason wlzy' the families Bhould not have been 

jroken up, in addition to the extreme disgruntlement the separation caused 
among the refugees. 

Each individual kept his luggage and a luggage party of 24- refugees (headed 
by Simi) was provided to assist those with excess baggage. T~e facilities at 
the port consisted of a steep step-ladder-like gangplank leading down to a 
pontoon, which was the end of a string of pontoons extending from the beach 
to the ship. Trucks were waiting on the beach to transport the refugees 
to their train. 
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At the precise time the disembarkation started a British major and two 
Greek civilian officials appeared, and immediately started working on separate 
systems of their own, neither of which t ook account of what we had done. Bedlam 
ensued, of course, and the baggage party went on strike as a protest against 
the major's policyo We squared things around only by telling the major and 
Greek officials to mind thei r own business in regard to the disembarkation, and 
by instructing the baggage party and other refugees assisting in the operation 
to ignore completely everyone but us.l:L_ 

The major was extremely impatient because the operation was moving so slowly. 
He was told he would have to provide a fatigue party if he wanted things to go 
faster. He finally promised us such a det ail, but it never ~howed up. 

After we got matters straightened out things moved fairly well, though 
rather slowly. This was due to the long, dif ficult walk from quarters on the· 
ship, down the gangplank, and along the floating pier to the tr..1cks;and to the 
excess personal luggage, so that even .with a good baggage party of 24 men the 
task was hard to handle. About midway duri g t he disemb~ k.:.t i on six of the 
baggage party were sent to the station to assist there, and their places filled 
by Italian prisoners of war, whan we obtained fran the ship's O.C. only after 
much wrangling. 

As if the confusion existing outside the refugee group were not enough, 
one of the oldest refugees picked the time just before disembarkation to 
throw an epileptic fito 

Offloading hold luggage became the responsibility of the officers in 
charge--it was necessary for McQueeney to take a luggage party to a barge 
onto which was loaded the hold luggage9 This was taken ashore, loaded into 
trucks, and taken to the train. 

Moise and Sam Saltiel, the re:f"ugee youths who had been so helpful during 
the train trip fran Casablanca to Algiers, continued. to be by far the most help­
ful persons f'rom among the refugee group. When it became apparent that some sort 
of refugee police group must be organized, elder men fran among the group sug­
gested that it might best be done by more mature persons. We talked this over 

L.1__ It should be noted that Dr. Chambers and Dr. McQueeney hold reserve 
commissions as first lieutenants in the USHIS. 
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with Moise and Sam, who agreed that age would carry with it some authority. The guard 
was made up of the SGI from NARC, together with numerous older members of the group, 
rJith the modification that Benico Refah, ins~ad of Benjamin Hassid, supervised its 
operation.·Lg__ 

The coaches for the night . run from Naples to Taranto had no windows in than, nor 
had the missing windows been_ replaced by boards or other makeshifts. The trip was ex­
tremely uni!an:fortable because of the cold--there was snow on the mountains--but every­
one lasted it through. .A)system of refugee guards was worked out to guard the four 
luggage cars. ( 

-At Taranto refugees and luggage had to be unloaded in fifteen minutes, since the 
train was going on to pick up troopso By having a parked train moved it was possible 
for the refugees to cross to the platform and stay in place opposite their coaches. 
The captain vrho met us at the station was specificallY instructed not to allow anyone 
to board the trucks until after the aged had been oared for, and a system devised for 
the others. 

No sooner had we turned our backs than he gave the order to laa.d. The resuJ. t was 
that everyone on the platform rushed simuJ. taneousl,y :for the trucks--again bedlam. How­
ever, we got things in order after about half had been loaded. We had also infonned 
the captain that we required the assistance of some soldiers, but he refused to pro­
vide any until the operation had almost been canpleted. (The captain later apolo-
gized :for his errors 11 ) fl_ . 

Lg_ Brown I s observation of the behavior of the former members o:f the SGI during the 
train trip from Casablanca to Algiers caused him to form a very low opinion of 

t ~eir usef'ulnesso Dtn-ing that trip most of the SGI remained very closeU with their 
families, using whatever prestige they may have ~ved from their fonner position 
Xll in an attempt to gain little privileges such as leaving the coaches, helping 
distribute rations, and helping distribute hot coffee and sandwiches provided by the 
French Red Cl?Oss at several points. But probably the greatest factor in their not 
being used during the train trip was that they were never really needed--the on].y 
1 uggage to move was hand luggage, and policing the group in the ns.rrow confines of 
a train or railroad station was relatively si, ::ple. 

Chambers reports that the SGI, revised edition, under the directon of Revah, 
per:fonned very creditably. A possible explanation is the corollary of the one 
given just above--when such a function was called for,, the personnel was :found from 
among the group to discharge the function, and a leader to supervise that personnel 
was also found. 

/.1,_ Again it is interesting to note that Chambers and McQueeney are first lieutenants. 
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The group was taken to a transient camp for an overnight stay. Here we 
worked hand in hand with the camp staff, with the result that everything went 
very smoothly. The heavy- luggage was transferred from the railroad cars to 
lighters during the afternoon by the refugees, and a refugee guard was posted 
night and dey. 

During the night the guards thfought they heard thieves on their way to s-eeal 
the luggage, and one of them went off in search of reinforcements. He did not re­
turn for several hours and it was feared that he had met with foul play. Chambers 
said that when he went down to see how·the guards were getting along he found them 
scared to death, and that he did.n' t blame them. The o. C. was finally persuaded to 
provide military guards for the night. 

Before commencing the transfer to the ship at Taranto the understanding was 
reached that the escort party was to have exclusive charge. We then told the re­
fugees to pile all luggage they could not easily carry in one apot. We also told 
them to keep blankets and mess kits with them. Then everyone was lined up and any 
luggage the individual could not easily carry with his two hands was taken and 
thrown on the pile. Further, all old and sick were separated and placed in 
another group. When the truck convoy arrived, everyone was lined up, the group 
of' old and sick loaded first, and then the remainder. There was a little con­
fusion here because we had failed to provide adequate r _efugee guards to hold the 
line. At the wharf' everyone was told to remain in the trucks. Trucks were then 
unloaded one at a time, the old and sick being unloaded first and given seats in 

the boats. After much argument we had managed to get a party of soldiers to handle 
the pile of hand luggage. 

An unfortunate incident at Taranto was a shortage of 84 blankets which was 
disclosed after the refugees had turned their blankets in. Those stolen oould not 
be checked, since no list bait been followed by the quartermaster in issuing the 
blankets. 

Asa soon as the first lighter came to the ship's side, one of the escort party 
made a beeline for O. C. Troops, and the other, with a British sergeant whose 

goodwill we exploited by asking hlim to assist us, managed the 1.mloading. The 
lighter was tied to a floating pontoon, and since the sea was fairly rough, the 
leap fran lighter to pontoon was extremely hazardous. Even before the first lighter 
was unloaded complete arrangements for accommodations had been made, according to the 
plan devised by the escort staff. The ship's officers wanted division by sex, but 
we were adamant about leaving the 'family groups intact, and our attitude prevailed. 

The ship's officers wanted all the refugees on troopdecks, but we asked fo~ 
at least 40 good beds, ten of them in the hospital. -rre got forty hospital beds. 
The ship's officer wanted to give us only 50 mattresses, the remainder of the re­
fugees to be accommodated in haJmnocks, out we asked for 150 mattresses and got 
them. Our success was due to our presentation to the ship's officers of a definite 
plan, before they themselves had worked up one. We also reached the understanding 
that the escort was to handle every detail concerning the care of the ref'ugees., 
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Thus we prranged/their quarters, distributed bedding to them (mattresses this time 
Here given out by a check list, and only to men over 50 and women over 40, and to 
special cases such as mothers with small babies, ,etc.) , saw that quarters were 
properly cleaned daily, and that messing arrangements were properly carried out. 
The hand luggage, separated. at the Taranto camp, was loaded from the lighters to the 
ship by the refugees (&J, and re-distributed to the refugees. The heavy luggage 
was also leaded into the hold by the refugees, using a craneo 

The voyage from Taranto to Port Said, Egypt, lasted frcm October 22 to October 
28, 1944- Food on the ship was good. Policing quarters to meet the ship 1 s stand.a.rd 
of cleanliness was a chore, but was accomplishedo Refugees were allowed the freedom 
of the ship, and enjoyed this privilege. 

The night before disembarkation excess hand luggage was taken fran the refugees 
and later unloatJld with the hold luggage and transferred to a warehouse which the 
refugees guarded day and night during their stay. 

The british military had made plans to transfer everyone by ordinary truck to 
a destination fifty miles away, and then by third class railroad. coaches for ten 
hours into ,a1estine. We told them, however, that they muit provide special accom­
modations for 30. This they did by producing two Red Cross buses and putting two 
ward cars on the train. 

¾ Before dissnbarkation took place complete plans were made and instructions 
·handed down to the re:f'ugees, and the British military agreed that the escort party 
was to be in charge. Since it was not known when the luggage that had been taken 
from them would be given back, everyone had been told to keep his mess kit and 

sufficient blankets with him. 

At Port Said the disembarkation went off like clockwork, dues primarily to the 
understanding with the British military, an excellent refugee guard system organized 
by Mr. Revah, and no excess personal luggage. 

Onward from Port Said the refugees trave:.led without escort, since we were 
inadvertently removed by AFHQ. Sam Sal tiel and Benjamin Hassid <L.2,_) were put in 
charge of the whole group by us, and the most competent of the nurses aides was 

placed in charge of the sicko 

Word has since been received that the refugees arrived safely at an UNRRA 
camp near Tel Aviv. 

-30-

flt_ The figure of 30 (shipping) tons m of hand luggage was give·n by a U.S. ArrrrY 
officer. 

f.2.... Hassid was selected instead of Revah because Hassid spoke Engl .ish. 
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UNRRA-CAIRO 
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-- RE_FS, : 
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41217, 43830 YOU1'S .. 

I / 

6th October,1945. 

Mr. H. Lehman, 
U .N .R.R. A., 
1344 Connecticut 
Wa shington DC, 
0. S. A. 

Dear Sir: 

Avenue, 

1 

ATTENTION: CTI et 
{; 3 1.-

Enclosed herewith for your information is 
copy of report on Civilian Disp_ia.ced. Persons from 
Toulon on board t h e S.'S. "ASCANIA11 • 

Yours faithfully, 
,-, 

" -
T. T. Waddington 

{ ' 
Chief of Middle East Office 

Encl: As mentioned above. 

Originated by 
Repatriation Division. 
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