


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 1 January 1945

Report on Movement of 234 Refugees from North African Refugee Center,
Casablanca, Morocco, to Camp Jearmne D'Are, Philippeville, Algeria,
November 15 = 20, 1944.

The following report is an edited version of the running account 1 kept
of the trip.

/s/ EMERSON M. BROWN

1 left camp at 11:00 a.m. November 15, 1944, on one of Alband's trucks
carrying miscellanecus supplies and staff luggage. We arrived at trainside
at 11:20 to find lir. Corcos awaiting us with the rations, and Sgt. Rinaldi
with ten ISU personnel. The RTO had spotted six coaches for us, in the
following order: two C 7s, one A2 B4, one C 7, and one B8. alband started
nis gang loading the luggage he had brought on project trucks and in a van
furnished b; the 4BS motor pool, and lir. Corcos helped him supervise this
operation. I diréected the loading of the miscellaneous supplies and staff
baggage into the 4 2 B 4 which I had selected for the staff car because of
jits central location. I then made the rations allocation by coach, and

lir. Corcos took care'of the loading of rations,

After making a chart of the coaches I discovered that we should be extremely
crowded, since it was necessary to reserve three compartments for use as a
hospital \we had one isolation case and three women suffering from various
ailments who had been:in the camp infirmary) and. the large number of starf,
five of whom were making a!change of station and hence were carrying consid-
erable baggage, required extra space. I reportgd the situation to Sgt. ohor-
‘ter of the RT0 and he made the arrangements riecessary for our use of another
A 2 B 4. Bt 3

Alband loaded all the "hold" luggage and a considerable amount of supplies
and equipment (one freight carload) into four 2-axle freight cars,

After lunch I spént am hour working on seating arzangements, On paper 1
found it feasible to load everyome in a routine way into the third class
coaches, directing those whose names were on the medical list as needing
special accomuodations to the B 8 coach. I found that it was theoretically
possible to 1l,ad our entire complement on the five coaches, but 1 was very
“glad that the extra:coach was available.

The Lister bags were-in.place when I returned from lunch, and alband had
lashed three Listér beg stands on the platform-of one of the coaches, in
the event that theé coaches into which we were to trausfer at Oujda should
not have conveniert places from which to hang the 300-lb. bags of water.

"The Navy water truck, scheduled to arrive at 2:00 p.m., arrived at 2:10 and
filled the lister bags, Sgt. Rinaldi's detail helping out,

“Of the staff making the trip; Trevor Pierce, iichard L. Brookbank, Frances
" MacWuarrie, and Dr. Evarts loomis (the last two from Philippeville) arrived
at trainside at 2:15. (Other staff making trip:  Viviane Benlearah, Carol
H. Bettman, Evalinz A. Cadbury, and Mrs. Kendall G. Kimberland of the A5G,

besides myself.) Pierce and Brookbank were assigned to handle seating;
Corcos received ‘the trucks at trainside; the doctor and nurse treated the
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water in the Lister bags before StatIDHlﬂg themselves in the hospltal car to
receive their four wntlcnts.

The first truck arrived dt 2:35 and was immediately followed by a second,

The seating routine was put into operation, and it was soon found that load~-
ing cars on paper was far simpler than the real thing. However, the situation
was kept in hand by the expedient. of holding p&@plb on' trucks until they could
be accommodated, . Oné complication was the insistence of persons tagged for
special accommodations on steying with their friends in the third class car-
riages. Another was the presence of several dogs; these were not allowed in
the coaches; but were carried on the platforms in ‘crates that had been madc

at ‘the camp.

Ioading went relatively smodtirly, but I am willing to concede that.this tile
our plan was too informal in contrast to the extremely formal plan followed
with the Algiers movement, Persons who had been seated in third class coaches
soon lsarned that therc were better accommodations, and they descenlél fron
their assighed places &and got in line again.

To say that the Best plan would be a middle course would beé an oversimplifi-
cation, If exact seating accommodations could be known three days in advance,
a very rigid seatitg plan would work out very well, Since such a happy state
of affairs will probably never be the case for the next few years, 1 think
the best arrangement would be to station coupetent personnel in each coach

to act as conductors (by competent personnel I mean regular staeff, or very,
vesy sxcellent refugec p-PSOHHGl), and to have a director of seating send
passengers to the proper coaches: In any case, seating refugees in railway
coaches is a headache.

Persormel carriers stopped arriving about 4:30, and by that time alband had
loaded the last of the luggage and had sealcd the freight cars. &t 5:00 p.m.
we started the ration distribution, Brookbank and Pierce supervising the
“distribution of two medls ‘of 'C-rations,

Because of early nig htfall we had loaded the coaches early, and there was

the problem of keeplng the passengers on the platform near the train during
the interval betweeh the evening meal and our scheduled time of departure.

‘The MP detail of twe Americans left for dinner at 5:00, and several of the
passengers went to nearby bakeries to buy bread before MP replacements arrived.
Wie soon corralled all the passengers with the exception of three, and éstab-
lished a picket line to prevent anyone leaving the train area. - It was just

a question of walting until the train should leave for switching.

Many former residents of NARC came to the train to say goodbye, and a consid-
érable line was formied of ‘men waiting their turn to kiss Dora Poch goodbye,
All passengers were in their places shortly before 8 pum. At 8:30 the loco-
motive hooked on and at 8 35 we left for aw1tch1ng ‘At 9115 we departed
Gasablanca,

By 9:30 some of the staeff had retired: Dr. Loomis made & tour of the train
and reported everything in reasonably good order., One family had rigged ham-
mocks in a compartment and the children were having the time of their lives,
By 10:30 virtually everyone was asleep.

The night passed without incident.
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We arrived at licknes at 8:30 z.m. Thursday, November 16, 1944. A representa-
tive of the French Red Cross came out to our coachés in the yard and told us
that she had hot coffee, sandwiches and oranges for the refugees. A IFrench
military doctor presented himself and asked if we needed his services. For-
tunately, we did not.

Brookbank and Pierce took care of the food distribution with the aid of refu-
gees who performed well,

e departed lMeknes at 9:00 a.m., the only reason for our stop having been the
Red Cross distribution. We pulled out suddenly, and = hurritcthanks was all
I was able to give the good woman who had so capably managed the affair.

The ninety~five minute run to Fez was made more interesting by the choice of
.our train by a French aviator as a practice target. He buzzed us several ’
times . :

We arrived at Fez ot 10:35 a.m. Passengers were allowed to. descend, and it
was discovered that a chicken was among our cerge. Two packages of cigarets
enlisted the services of the station officials, and our cars were serviced
with water and the lister bags were filled, Dr. Loomis treated the water
which was advertised non-potable. There was no trduble with the passengers -
they were easily controlled. We departed Fez at 11:50, scverzl hours late.

After .we pulled out of Fez, Dr. Loomis began routine examinations of every
refugee on the train.

We arrived at Taza at 4:10 p.m. The change of locomotives required some time
and the train was left in the switchyards. Some passengers left the cuaches
but were soon herded back on the train. e departed Taza at 5 p.n.

sfter leaving Taza the staff conferred, and it was decided thut the four men
would police the Oujda transfer of passengers from Morrocan to algerizan
coaches, and the five women would take care of the transfer of the ill and
infirm, After the conference everybody retired, since our best information
had it that we should change coaches as svon es we arrived at Oujda, 2:00 a.m.

I arose a little before 2:00 a.m., which wes very fortiunate, as we had made

up time during the night and arrived at wvujda only slightly.late, I immedi-
ately sought the RTO and learned that we were to change coaches, but not until
seven in the morning. I passed this word along the coaches, and the passen-
gers retired for the night.

I then returned to the RTO and inquired about our new coaches. I learmned
that 280 places had been provided: one 4 3 B 5, two C 10's, andone C 9. 1
immediately pointed out to Sgt. Murray of the RTO that the hospital cases
with which we had started and the cases that had developed en route \one cf‘
the very young babics developed a cold; ancther child developed diarrhea;
Wwulf Dainow developed a bronchial condition) because of -the cold weather and
the badly enclosed coaches made a fifth coach absclutely necessary. He agreed
but stated thet the extre car had to be ordered by Oran, We then agreed to
attempt to loac the entire camplement into the four cars spotted, the under-
standing being that a fifth coach would beé made available if absolutely
necessary, After arranging with Sgt. Murray the details of spotting the
coaches on parellel tracks, etc., I went to bed.
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environment - blankets had been hung for privacy, eupty ration cases

been adapted as fooistools, and severa mlies had placed their smal
hildren in hammocks contrived from blankéts and hung from the ] :
racks. Une coupartment with nine Passen,ers was found,

occupalnits were removed to a compartment. in the steff car tha

rescrved fer such emergencies.

de arrived at 8ain 11:30 p.u ie chan-e of locomotives was
accumpiished and we departed Saint B: 5 a.its Saturday, Noveai-
| [ 1634 )
ber 18, 194k,

without event.

before £:00 a.u. and breakfasted. The train was
: at unimportant stations so . there was no police
problems
we arrived "“J.cg.-.mJuLu at 9:55 a.n. Though our coaches ended up
atier Li.lf.ul bt fro.. the staticn platiorm, passengers were allowed to de-
scend, JSome had started to descend as soon zs the train stopped, but
they took their places readil; when I told them tnzt 1 hod to find out how
long ".';1& t:_._,, would stay befors 1 could tell them .r._Ltm,r they mizht c3:1:.
down. Lga ng st the stop .5 s¢naed et ‘1or ';.;‘._l "B" WYL ES, 1 ailowed
fhem to desce telling Bhew to stay near & in (they had to: French
aiditary police v uld not let tie it oi tiie stotion enclosure). They
behaved we and were bookoin their places by 10120, five minutes before
scheduled time of' departure. - The tr.in departed Orleansville at 10:33 ¢
Out’ of Orleansville thewestuer was not, and water becase the 1“1'--,&_.;,. of
the day It was decided b ster gs ot tlhie next loug stop,
nffreville, whers vie were scheduled t 2. &t U Pails
de” arrived ot Affrevilile at 2:05 p.u. & water gang w.s orgcuized, -nd
aéuring the hundred fifteen J_mum, shay the Lister boygs were 11lled,
including the replacement for tlie Loy ripped earlier, and the now one hung
on the extra couch obtuined ot Uujda. The refugee help perrorued ciedite
bly here.
acoU in Adgiers to tell tlhiew thet we should be at
Poedue znd to &sk thaw Lo Torweid thoet mess ALE to

iormer resident of lauC, wino was at the Russicn von-

&t 4:0C . for t runt downhill to Blids and

Arrived waiscn Carrce 9:00 z.m, The British ilU informed me that our

c.rs wer¢ to rewain in the yard until 3:00 a.m., when our trein would pull
out Jor Constantine. He also confirmed my belief that a water truck was
ready to £ill the lister beg ’

1"found the French officer in charge of the military guard at the station
end askcd him to perudt none.of the group to leave *the station during the
night. OSeveral passengers asked me for permission to go to algiers to

visit relatives, but all reguests were answered in th ¢ negative.




-7 =

Hadley, Kimberland, Mlle. Marin-Chancerelle, Ted Randall, Algiers representa-
tives of UNRRA, AF3C, Service Sociale d'Aide aux Emigrants, AFSC, respectively,
arrived at the station about 9:30., Mrs. Kimberland left the train and Ted
flandall replaced her. Mlle, Marin-Chancerelle also boarded the train to ac-
company us to Philippeville,

I locked up our schedule and found that the train was not scheduled to leave
until 4:48 a.m. Sunday, November 19, 1944.

Though passengers had been asked to remain in their coaches, many of them
descended, and some were definitely testing the French sentinels, whom they
found not wanting. All but a few returned to their seats when they found that
there was no canteen or buvette at the station., (After having been served hot
coffee three times between Casablanca and Oran, the passengers now came to
expect such service, and inguired at each stop if there would be coffee.)

The Lister bags were filled in short order and the new passengers installed in
the staff compartments of the hospital car. Since there was considerable traf-
fie through the station, I decided to have a staff memnber on "police" duty
throughout the night. Dr. Loomis took the trick from 10:30 to 12:30, Ted
~Randall  from 12:30 to 2:30, and I took over at: 2:30.

At L:45 a.m. our train arrived and we started switching. &t 5:30 a.m; Sunday,
quumber 19, 1944, we departed Maison Carree.

- The trip out of liaison Carree was uphill and was very slow and uneventful.

- Stops at even the very small villages were .for' long periods of time, and those
passengers who wished to leéave their coaches had.plenty of time to buy wine,
fill their water jugs, and wash at the hydrants found- at each station.

The schedule I had seen had us arpiving at Setif at 10:30 p.m. Sunday night,
but we pullud_in at 9:45, an almost unheard of event on a French railroad.

We- departed Setif at 11+50 p.m.
Thé night passed without event.

We arrived at Constantine at 7:45 z.a. Monduy, November 20, 1944. The truin
of which we were to be a part for the run to Philippeville was waiting for us,
we were switched on and we departed at 8:15. - -

The run from Constantine to Philippeville is downhill, and we mnde good time.
I went through the train, informing the passengers that we would arrive about
noon, ‘and to have thelr baggage reddy. This news was universally well re-
ceived: five days on the train made any change a welcome ones

It was intercsting to note that passengdrs still left the train at each stop
to ‘wash, to buy winey; or to fill water jugs, in spité of the fact thot we were
to ‘arrive et 'our destination within three hours.

At St. Charles I succeeded in-ealling Cmmp Jeanns Mar and was informed that
the trucks had just left for the Philippeville station.  The timg¢ was 11:20 a.u

I made another trip through the train, requesting the passengers not to leave
the train until I gave then the word.
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We arrived at Philippeville at 12:10 p.m. November 20, 1944, I left the train
to find the trucks, which turned up on the other side of the yard, I met Ned
Campbell and learned the details of the off-loading operation,

The train was shunted to a siding where the passengers could walk from their
coaches to a raised platform, on the oether side of which were sixteen, count
'em, sixteen, trucks lined up ready to receive refugees and transport theam to
camp.

The refugees behaved very well, leaving the train and going te the trucks in
an orderly fashion. Dr . Loomis supervised the transfer of the hospital cases.
After the coaches were emptied of passengers, a process that lasted from 12:25
until 1:20, I checked the coaches, cut down the Lister bags, and threw out
unused cases of C ration se that they might casily be picked up., At this tinme
Mr. Walsh directed a truck te the car used by the staff and staff luggage and
miscellaneous supplies were off-loaded.

Brookbank, Benlezrah, Bettmany-and Pierce had left the train as soen as it had
~been-switched, and gone ‘te theé camp to assist with registration. Dr. Leonmis
and Nurse MacQuarrie and Nurse CGadbury accompaiied the ambulance cases (there
were five) to the hospitals ' Randall and Marin-Chancerelle sccompanied Phil-
ippeville staff to the camp. : ' =ihi

I left the train gt -2:00:p.su. ahd rode to the camp on the t.ruck carrying staff
luggage and miscelleneous supplies.

- 50 ~

Addis. abeba, Ethiopia: : : 3 January 1945

Some tentative suggestions in- conhection with rail movesments of refugees.

The remarks that follow are the result of limited experience (movement of
495 refugees from Casablanca té Algiers, October 13-17, 1944; movenent of

234 refugees from Casablinca t¢ Philippeville, Noveuber 15 - 20, 1944) &nd
&re not suppesed to be the definitive rules to be followed in moving refugees
by rail. The informition is given with the idea that, within its limitations,
it may prove useful in planning and executing refugee movements which may
soon become one of the must important functions of UNRd&,

/s/BLERSON - 1. ‘BROWN

I, ACCOMUODATIONS. . The ‘Army’ has found ordinary freight cars the most conveni-
ent and satisfactory means of transporting young and healthy men., Twenty to
thirty mien in a freight car with clean straw bedding and rctions and water
travel very comfortably. Mest refugee groups will ‘consist of very yvung and
old peeple of both sexes, as well as the strong widdle-aged men and women, and
coaches should be provided for the transportation of such groups. Third class
coaches are most satisfactoury; ‘having no upholstery, they are less likely to be
infested, and their seating capacity is greatest. If pessible, one class treoir
should be made up, with one superior accommedation coach for use is a "hospital
car:" a difficult seating probleu is cauSud by the presence of more than one
class accommodation.
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In making up the train a load factor of about 85/ should be kept in wind.
Our load factor for 495 refugees was 82,4; for 234 refugees it was Tiw. By
insisting on six seats for every five refugees much difficulty will be avoeided.

ilhether blankets should be preovided depends on weather conditiens.

The U.5¢ Army "C" and "K" rations are excellent for refugee movements. Since
these rations are designed for fighting men, giving full rations te people
who are mercly riding a train is very wasteful: only 2/3 of a ration sheuld
be given adults, and 1/3 of a ration te children. If our refugees were typi-
cal, there will be a great demand for bread, whether full "C" and "K" rations
ars given them or not; this can most conveniently be met by allowing them to
buy bread and sandwiches at station canteens, or by Red Cress distributions,
which can be arranged in advance. Hot coffee was invariably welcemed at any
hour. Evaperated milk can be mixed with water and distributed to babies;
this also was welcamed by the refugees.

A satisfuctery selution te the water problea is provided by Lister bzgs which
usually can be hung without much trsuble. Hewever, a water supply for the
hespital should be carried in cans, which are easily policed: it is difficult
to control access to Lister bags, and wattr meant for drinking is often used

3 arre ize tut &
Sea ey, paim hypocaloriie BIROien PE R RET M Teikioik Lhe

Other items which should be carried are: broows, lanterns and flashlights,
2 simple tool kit, waste rags for use as towels; and, for use of the staff,
arny cots.

11 STAFF Since staff amust bg ready for any emergency at any time, it must
have superior acconmiodations in order to rest well when off duty. Therefore,
the accompanying staff ShuUld be as small in number as possible.

The extent of the need for medical persunnel is dbviecusly: dependent on the
size and vigor of the group; however, I shuuld think une doctor and one nurse
should be provided for any group movement of mixed campusition, and that twu
doctors and twe' nurses could take care of the emergency needs of the largest
movenent practicable. - If the state of health of & group is such that it shoul.

require more medical care than provided for abuwve, the group probably should
not be moved.

The administrative. (cr welfare) staff should consist of three persons: a
convoy lesder to make all arlaubﬁnarts for the train, to negutiate with rail-
wey ofiicials en route and - with agencies such as the Red Cruss who might
meet the train at stations; and to have ultimote responsibiiity for all the
details >f the movement and twu others, one whose chief resp.nsibility would
be the seating arrangements, the other to have charge of ration distributidn.
All three should:besufficiently active and firm to handle “pclice" and dis-
cipline problems arising out of changing trains and the sheer bortdon of a
prolonged trip on a slow train. Since refugees are remarkably good linguists,
¢ an interpreter should not be included if that is to be his ,nlj job. ‘& staff
of three as outlined should be able to handle 1,000 refugees, which is probabl;
as large a group that would be transperted as a unit.
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ITT. GENERAL  Refugee hand luggage should be limited to that amount winich
cach person can carry easily (repeat easily) for long distances in his own
hands. This means that the presence of an invalid in the family group carries
no luggage, and the rest of the group must adjust its luggage to carry the
bare necessities of the invalid, Train changes may be frequent and unexpected
and there will be no porters.

Seating arrangaments are dependent on the knuwledge of the make-up of the
train; if definite information can be had, tickets should be issued and "cun=-
Juctars" should make sure each person is in his proper place. bMore often,
however, the cocposition of the train will not be known sufficiently in ad-
vance to make such precise arrangements possible; in such a case, a cunducter
should be assigned to each car, the direztor of seating controlling the flow
of refugees frum trucks to the coaches, and the conductars taking care of the
seating in each car. Once seated, passengers should be kept in their ccaches
until the seating operation is completed. Seating shculd be planned to leave
the shortest possible interval between its completion and the departure of the
train; keeping passengers on a statiocnary train is a very difficult police
probleiss When changing trains, passengers should be transferred coach by.
coach,

Passengers should not te-allowed to descend froi: the coaoches except when stops
‘are of more than 30 minutes.duration; passengers should conly be allowed to
descend when the cocachea adjoin the station platformi.

eg ghould be encourzged to carry canteens ur water buttles as well as a

Refugee
2 . spoon.,

(=]

g
cup a

(=
¢
il

Mo .distributicns of clothing should be atteupted during such a trip.

Sufficient space must be kept vacant in the "hospital" car for cmergency use,
Transport of livestock such 3s cats, dogs, poultry, etc., should be disc¢uurage

The staff must at all ‘times remgin calm in the knowledge that, whatever the
difficulties, however unrcas.nable the refugees and .slow the train, time
rarches inexorably of and one day the trip will end.
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United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
North African Refugee Center

2l November 191

M. W. Beckelman, Project Director

Emerson M, Brown \iL [ AL
Lw{iw A

Report of Refugee Movement from Algiers, Algeria,

to Port Said, Egypt, October 18 - 28, 1944

The following account of the movement of 348 Sephardic refugees from
Algiers, Algeria to Port Said, Egypt, October 18 - 28, 1944, is the result of an
interview with Dr. Edward L. Chambers who, together with Dr. Andrew McQueeney,
Mary Sears, and A. Moneera Finley, accompanied the group. Dr. Chambers edited
the preliminary report that I wrote, corrected outright mistakes, filled in

details, and added much information which he extracted from the diary he kept
during the trip. My role, therefore, is that of typist, and author of the
pump~priming report that resulted in the following account of the journey. Dr.
Chambers has read the complete report, and nine-tenths of it is in his own
language,

.

existed

Confusion/following embarkation at Algiers because of the misunderstanding
concerning responsibility for the supervision and care of the grou p on the
ship. The instructions Beckelman had received explicitly stated that only
medical personnel should accompany the movement out of Algiers. The ship's
officers assumed, however, that the group was in the hands of an officer in
charge who would execute the instructions piven by the ship's 0.C., and
arrange for messing, billeting, bedding, and every detail necessary in caring
for the refugees. The medicel escort party, who found the baby left on their
doorstep, attempted to bridge the void between the two attitudes, and eventually,
after an awkward interval, took over complete charge of the refugees.

The attitude on the part of the ship's officers was fully understandable,
since they had previously dealt only with troops, and the officers which always
accompany troops assume complete responsibility. This misunderstanding had jthe
unfortunate result of antagonizing the ship's officers to such an extent that
they were utterly uncooperative throughout the trip to Neples, with the conse-
quence that mumerous avoidable difficulties arose.
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The gquarters provided were two large troopdecks, and two decks supplied
with 45 canvas bunks each. ZEveryone messed on the troopdecks; the food was good.

Initially, when the ship's officers were working entirely on their own, they
divided the group by sex, devised a group leaders system, and attempted to assign
the dlderly people to the decks with bunks. However, the group leader system
fell through completely, due to wrong choice of leaders. Then again, the wrong
people got into the bunks, and many of the refugees swarmed into decks assignéd
to troops. At this juncture, when everything was out of hand, the medical escort
party entered the picture and had to disentangle the confusion by re-assigning
quarters and obtaining seversl cabins for the most deserving cases. This was,
or course, an apduous task. Hammocks and a limited supy,ly of mattresses, to-
gether gust sufficient to supply everyone, had been piled on each troopdeck,
and the refugees grabbed their bedding at random. The result was that many

appropriated far more than their share, so that about 40 persons had nothing.
Theaesuttoomeckiax This miserable situation was remedied only after an exhaustive
inventory and re-allocation, and distribution of additional mattresses. It was
also necessary to organize cleaning parties for the quarters. The 0.C. made a
daily inspection, and required a maximum of cleanliness. Since the troopdecks
were also mess decks they reapidly became filthy during the course of a day.

The ship left Algiers October 18 and arrived at Naples October 20, 194k4.

The disembarkation at Naples was the next major problem. It started at
12:15 p.m. October 20, and by 4:30 p.m. the same day the train departed from
Naples with all luggage and refugees aboard. Transfer of hold luggege delayed
the train's departure--transfer of the refugees from ship to train was com-
pleted in three hours,

Under the system of disembarkation used, worked out by us with the E.S.0.,
the names of families to make up groups of approximately twenty were announced
over the ship's public address system. The groups were assembled at the gang-
plank and then allowed to descend. The cumbersome method of disembarkation a-
dopted was really the only way of re-assembling the family groups under the
circumstances. This offers a good reason why the families whould not have been
Jroken wp, in addition to the extreme disgruntlement the separation caused
among the refugees.

Bach individual kept his luggage and a luggage party of 2, refugees (headed
by Simi) was provided to assist those with excess baggage. The facilities at
the port consisted of a steep step~ladder-like gangplank leading down to a
pontoon, which was the end of a string of pontoons extending from the beach
to the ship. Trucks were waiting on the beach to transport the refugees
to their train.
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At the precise time the disembarkation started a British major and two
Greek civilian officials appeared, and immediately started working on separate
systems of their own, neither of which took account of what we had done. Bedlam
ensued, of course, and the baggage party went on strike as a protest against
the major's policy. We squared things around only by telling the major and
Greek officials to mind their own business in regard to the disembarkation, and
by instructing the baggage party and other refugees assisting in the operation
to ignorecompletely everyone but use£1

The major was extremely impatient because the operation was moving so slowly.
He was told he would have to provide a fatigue party if he wanted things to go
fasters He finally promised us such a detail, but it never showed up.

Af'ter we got matters straightened out things moved fairly well, though
rather slowly. This was due to the long, difficult walk from quarters on the-
ship, down the gangplank, and along the floating pier to the trucks;and to the
excess personal luggage, so that even with a Rood baggage party of 24 men the
task was hard to handle. About midway during the disembarkztion six of the
baggage party were sent to the station to assist there, and their places filled
by Italian prisoners of wer, whom we obtained fram the ship's 0.C. chJ af'ter

much wrangling.

As if the confusion existing outside the refugee group were not enough,

one of the oldest refugees picked the time just before disembarkation to
throw an epileptic fit.

Offloeding hold luggage became the responsibility of the officers in
charge--it was necessary for McQueeney to take a luggage party to a barge

onto which was loaded the hold luggege, This was taken ashore, loaded into
trucks, and taken to the train.

Moise and Sam Saltiel, the refugee youths who had been so helpful during
the train trip from Casablanca to Algiers, continued to be by far the most help-
ful persons from among the refugee group. When it became apparent that some sort
of refugee police group must be organized, elder men from among the group sug-
gested that it might best be done by more mature persons. We talked this over

/1 It should be noted that Dr. Chambers and Dr. McQueeney hold reserve
commissions as first lieutenants in the USHHS. |
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with Moise and Sam, who agreed that age would carry with it some authority. The guard
was made up of the SGI from NARC, together with mumercus older members of the group,
'Ath the modification that Benico Refah, instead of Benjemin Hassid, supervised its
operation,/2

The coaches for the night run from Neples to Taranto had no windows in them, nor
had the missing windows been replaced by boards or other makeshifts. The trip was ex-
tremely unSemfortable because of the cold--there was snow on the mountains--but every-
one lasted it through, stem of refugee guards was worked out to guard the four

luggage cars.

At Taranto refugees and luggage had to be unloaded in fifteen minutes, since the
train was going on to pick up troops. By having a parked train moved it was possible
for the refugees to cross to the platform and stay in place opposite their ccaches.
The captain who met us at the station was specifically instructed not to allow anyone
to board the trucks until after the aged had been cared for, and a system devised for
the others. '

No sooner had we turned our backs than he gave the order to lead. The result was
that everyone on the platform rushed simultaneously for the trucks--again bedlam., How=
ever, we got things in order after about half had been loaded. We had also informed
the captain that we required the assistance of some soldiers, but he refused to pro-
vide any until the operation had almost been completed. (The captain later apolo-
gized for his errorsi!) /3 _

/2_ Brown's observation of the behavior of the former members of the SGI during the

train trip from Casablanca to Algiers caused him to form a very low opinion of
their usefulness. During that trip most of the SGI remained very closei) with their
families, using whatever prestige they may have dfjfived from their former position
in an attempt to gain little privileges such as leaving the coaches, helping
distribute rations, and helping distribute hot coffee and sandwiches provided by the
French Red Cposs at several points. But probably the greatest factor in their not
being used during the train trip was that they were never really needed--the only
luggage to move was hand luggage, and policing the group in the nsrrow confines of
a train or railroad station was relatively siiple.

Chambers reports that the SGI, revised edition, under the directon of Revah,
performed very creditably. A possible explanation is the corollary of the one
given just above--when such a function was called fop, the personnel was found from
among the group to discharge the function, and a leader to supervise that persomnel
was also found.

/3 Again it is interesting to note that Chembers and McQueeney are first lieutenants.
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The group was taken to a transient camp for an overnight stay. Here we
worked hend in hand with the camp staff, with the result that everything went
very smoothly. The heavy luggage was transferred from the railroad cars to
lighters during the aftermoon by the refugees, and a refugee guard wes posted

night and day.

During the night the guards th.;(ought they heard thieves on their way to seeal
the luggage, and one of them went off in search of reinforcements. He did not re-
turn for several hours and it was feared that he had met with foul play. Chambers
said that when he went down to see how the guards were getting along he found them
scared to death, and that he didn't blame them. The C.C. was finally persuaded to
provide military guards for the night.

Before commencing the transfer to the ship at Taranto the understanding was
reached that the escort party was to have exclusive charge. We then told the re-
fugees to pile all lupgage they could not easily carry in one spot. We also told
them to keep blankets and mess kits with them. Then everyone was lined up and any
luggage the individual could not easily carry with his two hands was taken and
thrown on the pile. Further, all old and sick were separated and placed in
another group. When the truck convoy arrived, everyone was lined up, the group
of old and sick loaded first, and then the remainder. There was a little con~-
fusion here because we had failed to provide adequate refugee guards to hold the
line. At the wharf everyone was told to remain in the trucks, Trucks were then

unloaded one at a time, the old and sick being unloaded first and given seats in

the boats. After much argument we had managed to get a party of soldiers to handle
the pile of hand luggage.

An unfortunate incident at Taranto was a shortage of 84 blankets which was
disclosed after the refugees had turned their blankets in, Those stolen could not
be checked, since no list ha@ been followed by the quartermester in issuing the
blankets.

Asx soon as the first lighter came to the ship's side, one of the escort party
made a beeline for 0.C. Troops, and the other, with a British sergeant whose
goodwill we exploited by asking him to assist us, managed the unloading. The
lighter was tied to a floating pontoon, and since the sea was fairly rough, the
leap fram lighter to pontoon was extremely hazardous. Even before the first lighter
was unloaded complete arrangements for accommodations had been made, according to the
plan devised by the escort staff. The ship's officers wanted division by sex, but
we were adamant about leaving the family groups intact, and our attitude prevailed.

The ship's officers wanted all the refugees on troopdecks, but we asked folr
at least 40 good beds, ten of them in the hospital. We got forty hospital beds.
The ship's officer wanted to give us only 50 mattresses, the remainder of the re-
fugees to be accommodated in hammocks, btut we asked for 150 mattresses and got
them. Our success was due to our presentation to the ship's officers of a definite
plan, before they themselves had worked up one. We also readhed the understanding
that the escort was to handle every detail concerming the care of the refugees.
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This we arranged/their quarters, distributed bedding to them (mattresses this time
vere given out by a check list, and only to men over 50 and women over 40, and to
special cases such as mothers with small babies, etc.), saw that quarters were
properly cleaned daily, and that messing arrangements were properly carried out.
The hand luggage, separated at the Taranto cemp, was loaded from the lighters to the
ship by the refugees (/4 ), and re-distributed to the refugees. The heavy luggage
was also laaded into the hold by the refugees, using a crane,

The voyage from Taranto to Port Said, Egypt, lasted from October 22 to October
28, 1944, Tood on the ship was good. Policing quarters to meet the ship's standard
of cleanliness was a chore, but was accomplished. Refugees were allowed the freedom
of the ship, and enjoyed this privilege.

The night before disembarkation excess hand luggage was taken from the refugees
and later unload#dd with the hold luggage and transferred to a werehouse which the

refugees guarded day and night during their stay.

The british military had made plans to transfer everyone by ordinary truck to
a destination fifty miles away, and then by third class railroad coaches for ten
hours into Palestine, We told them, however, that they must provide special accom-
modations for 30, This they did by producing two Red Cross buses and putting two
ward cars on the train.

Before disembarkation took place complete plans were made and instructions

handed down to the refugees, and the British military agreed that the escort party
was to be in charge. Since it was not known when the luggage that had been taken
from them would be given back, everyone had been told to keep his mess kit and
sufficient blankets with him.

At Port Said the disembarkation went off like clockwork, duem primarily to the
understanding with the British military, an excellent refugee guard system organized
by Mr. Revah, and no excess personal luggage.

Onward from Port Said the refugees travelled without escort, since we were
inadvertantly removed by AWHQ. Sam Saltiel and Benjamin Hassid ((E ) were put in
charge of the whole group by us, and the most competent of the nurses aides was

placed in charge of the sick.

Word has since been received that the refugees arrived safely at an UNRRA
camp near Tel Aviv,

0=

[l The figure of 30 (shipping) tons max of hand luggage was given by a U.S. Army
officer.

/5_ Hassid was selected instead of Revah because Hassid spoke Engl ish.
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REPORT ON CIVIIIAN DISPLACED FERSONS
FROM TOULON ON BOARD THE S8 “ASCANIA"

Saturday afternoon on 29 August 1945, at the request of Miss Oifford,
Director of Bureau of Services, I proeceeded to Port sSaid with authority
to aet on behalf of 14 civilisns on board the troopship 55 "ASCANIA".

At the time of departure, the following information conecerning this
group was available in Cairo from Major Angliker:

Major Warrem of Novements Headquarters, Port Said, haed put through a
eall for help to Major Rolfe of Movements (.., Caire, who asked our as+
gistanee. The informatiom reecived over the telephone was vegue, briefly
that 14 eivilisns had been put on this British Troopship at Toulon,
¥ranee, by Movements Toulon, suthority Mov.ilL.132, on 18 August 1945.
They were fare payinz passengers whose names appeared on the nominal
roll but not on AFW 5169. Upon arrival at Port Said, the Egyptian
suthorities impounded the passports of two or three of them and re~
fused to let any of the eivilians off the ship. The ship was expected
to be sailing soom and 1% would be obliged o take these people back

to Franee (whieh they were loathe to do) unless UNRRA would help. As
sach of the eivilians on board held a CHAXF Reglstration card, DP=l

gnd.or DP=2, these civilians might properly be considered eligible for
UNRRA assistance.

Attached was a nominal roll under the heading of "0dd Group on the
"ASCANIA® at Port Said arrived 24 August 19457, with additional informe
ation in peneil indicating that these refugees had been in American
Displaced Persons Camp No. 7 at Toulon.

IV POIT SAID

I reached "PEPRIA House" Headguarters, Port S5aid, at about 7:00 p.m.
Major Warren was out, but he had left instruetions with his Sergeant,

who issued the necessary permit and assigned a men $o sccompany me %o

the boat. On the pler I met Capt PEGG, E.8.0., who worked with me on

this matter throughout. We proceeded on board the S5 "ASCANIA" where

we met OC Troops, Major Reed, under whose care these refugees had
$ravelled. Major Reed was friendly, sympathetic and helpful (and thought-
ful of my eonfort.) He arrenged for a bit of supper and secured a ecabin
for me so that I remained on board overnight.

#e were introduced to three of the members of the group, one of whom,
¥r. Ordjanian, acted as interpreter, when neecessary. He spoke English
well and was an intelligent person. He undertook to assemble the




eivilians in the lounge at about 8:00 p.m. From MVajor Reed we lsarned
that there were only 18 eiviliansg and not 14 (the list includes wife
of Mr. Ordjanian, but he has none), and that they were not fare paying

passengers. They were put on board by ESO at Toulon and were* ineluded
| 4n a group of some 300 Greeks. The Greek refugees were taken off at
Taranto. Those left on board were Displaced Persons who were released
by the Allied Qecupation Forees from labour and Internment eamps in
German oecupled arsas, and sinee liberstion had been moving about from
plaes to place until they resched American Camp No. 7 at Toulon. GSome
of them had had very hard times and others had been en route from 2 to
4 months $ravelling on all kinds of vehicles.

The refugees were assembled in the lounge, and I interviewed each.

We started at about 8:15 pem. and finished at 10:40 p.m. that evening.
They were & sorry looking group of people and showed evidenece of having
been through 2 lot of hardship and trouble. Their one desire was to
reach a Tinal place of destination as soon as possibla. The intere
views were eonducted either in Cerman or Imzlisk. Most of them spoke
German, some had limited knowledge of English.

Their individual stories and faets concerning each are attached. MNost
of them had only the clothes whieh they wore on thelr back, some had
dilapidated looking suit cases or blankets, underwesr, and some other

artieles of c¢lothing tied in rags or old musette bags.

Sunday morning at 8:30, I conferred in the Orderly Room with Capt
Pegz end Major Reed. lLater, we ealled in )Mr. Churehill of Thomas Cook
and Son and the Eg/ptian Poliece. We were later joined by ¥ajor warren.

FACTOS "HICH FORMED THE BASIS FOR SUBSELURNT RECOM ENDATIONS

1. It wee evident from DP=l and DP-2 SHAEF Recgistration ecards,
that these were displaeed persons whose repatriation had bdeen
initiated by Allied Forees and possibly UNRRA on the contin-
ent. Therefore, UNKEA M.E. night properly have some respons-
ibilisy for eomleting repatriation.

Immediate decision recarding disposition of these refugees
had to be reached this day - as the ship would probably re=-
¢elve orders to sail tomorrow and the rafugees would be
returned So Franee, unless taken off by British Military or
UNRRA.




The Egyotian suthorities refused to admit them exespt as
military %o the British or into the custody of UNRRA as they
all lacked either Egyptian visas, suffiecient money, or travel
doeuments required for completinz their repatriation.

The group consisted of 0 men, 3 women and one child.
Countries of destination were as follows:

Tor Iran

* Tebanon

" Palestine

n mq

® Turkey
Most of those for Iram were students who had bLeen sent by their
Covernments to Germany in 1940 to study metallurgy and other
selentifie subjeets. It would have been impossible to resech
any of the Imbassiees or Consular offices, all of whieh are
located in Cairo, before the ship sailed. Only Shree of the
refugees were in possession of the neecessary travel documents
to proceed to their eountry of destination. Completing these
doeuments would require time.

ACTION TAREN

1.

On behalf of the three civilisns whose papers were in onder,
the following steps were taken:

0C Troops, Major Reed, agreed to exchange their eurremey inso
Egyptisn money which mede it possible for them to proceed as
eivilisns. They agreed to proceed with Thomas Cook whose re~
presentative took them off the steamer in the early afternoon.
This was after we had negotiated with the Egyptian Poliee for
the return of their paseports and had obtained for them appro-
priate government transit visa stamps for whieh they each had to
pay P.T. 8. Mr. Ordjanian required some further assistance,
which I believed he could obtain from the Iranian Consul in
Cairoe I granted to him, therefore, permission to go baek in
the UNRRA ear that afternoon giving instruetions to the driver
that he be teken to the Royal Oaks Hotel where he would spend
the night. Wr. and MNrs. Earneef were entrained for Lebauon
that afternoon.

I agreed to aceept the 7 men, 2 women, and the child of two ,
years for admission into UNHRA Camp, Tl 4rish, on temporary 1 ugade
> Lival
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basis, pending negotiations with the necessary Embassies in
Cairo. The Egyptian authorities accepted a letter from Major
Warren stating that UNKRA was taking over responsibility for
the 9 adults and one ohild for admission into an UNRAA eamp
pending the completion of their documents and transportation
home .

Capt, Pegg arranged for transportation from the ship to the
railroad station, issued the neecessary travel warrent, and
with the help of Major Warren obtained, after some diffieulty,
accommodation on the Palestine train going to El Arish that
afternoon. There was some delay in transferring the passengers
and bagpoge from the ship to the rallroed station due to the
faet that five huge hesvy boxes of bagmge owned by ir. and Mrs.
Bozorg~Zad had to be brought from the hold of the ship at the
last moment. We had not known about this baggage until just
before the party left. The bagsage of the rest of the growp
was very poor and light enough for each to earry his own, e.g.,
Mr, Eafiti had nothing but the clothes he was wearing and the
blankets wrapped in a yellow cloth whieh he earried im his
hand

With the help of the RI0 et Port Said, the heavy bag:age was
routed directly to El Arish. The passengers changed at Kantara
where we farried across the ¢anal, and after more tham 5 hours
wait et Kantera, connected with the Palestine train, The heavy
baggage was inspeeted at Customs Jn Xantara. The Chilef of the
Customs who invited me into his office was very courtecus and
helpfule He spoke English well. We met with extreme courtesy
oa the part of RTO personnel at ssch change.

On the train leaving Kantara at midnight, the two women and

the ¢hild were placed in 2nd elass eompartment, and the mem in
3rd class. T had a sent in the 1lst class compartment. 4t
4:00 asme we were met at R1 irish by Capt. DACIC and some Yugo-
slave from the Camp. They had brought some natives who helped
with the baggage. The refugeea slept on palliasses on the
floor in the canteen and in the recreation room thet night at
El Arish. Beds were provided the following day. One of the
huts was turned over to them for occupetion. |

I stayed on another day to check on their DP cards and to eol-
leet additional information. I brought back with me for our
Cairo reecords duplicates of the DP-1 and DP~2 cards held by
each and made out one on behalf of the Turkish man. I also took




from them thelr Iranisn passports and otker doecunents necessary in
~ handling these cnses in Cairo and . ave Sthen reeceipts Tor sane.
_ | The refugees wore informed theat an UNRAA worker will call oa the
V' | mubassies sad Corwular offices and do everything possible $o ex~
| pedite the corpletion of thelir repatriation.

MATTERS VOR OOWSIDERATION AND REOOM ENI.TIoN

1., Hajor warren informed me that he had received two simales regaxd-
fag trR0psiiipe cxpected o arrive in Egyyptian porte shortly eurw
wing eivilians. ¥o details are availlsbio al tis time. It 18
very likely that the "AUCANIA® sroup represenis the Tiret of a
paries of displaced persons who will be ahi ped from the econti-
nemt for rcpatriation to other countriese reople destined for
countries in She Widdle Bast +»1ll very likely be putting in et
Egyptian rorte, such as Alexandria or Fortdaild, or u«t Heifs in
Falestine.

Bridently Allied Armies of Oocowpation and UHARA in Burope
are desirvovs of expdditing the return of displaced parsons on the
eomtineant 291 will be obliged to embark such pevsons on atonmers
without corplate dooumontss It may alse be that thers is Ina-
dequate staff in Turope skilled in assuring thet each refugee
20 ovbarked 1z in possession of conplete Joouments, ianeluding
passports, trunsit vises and safficient curreney $o make his
entry ‘ato the country of finnl destisction poasible.

It may be controry %o UNRAL policy %o seeceps responsibility for
the ocare apd repatristion of persoma from seuntriss other than
those +bleh heve requested UNRRA to do wo. Heulthor Tran, Ivaw
nor Turkey have ma'e ony sueh requeat to UlikitAe

In view of this exparience, it is recomrended Sthat UNERL review
its poliecy remerding the eare and repasriation of dlesplsesd perTaons
pasains~ in transit throush the Middle Eust frum the continent,
particularly if sick repatriation has been initieted by UNKRA

or the Alllsd Porces in Burope.

It is obviously neseseary for a qual fled iatorunationn] organize~
tion such as INRRA So scoept responsibilidy "or handliag the yroe
blems of refugees en Toube at ports of sadry In ke Widdle Bact,
It neode to be an Asenoy with suthority and resources who esm 00=
ordinsto the serviees required and act promptly and hungnely.
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UNERA would seem to be the logieal intermational agency %o handle
these problems. If UNRRA accepts such loglcel extemsion of its
services, the following is recommended:

8 A qualified person should be seleected to serve as dock and port
worker for UNRRA in the Middle Bast. Such worker should be one
of good personality, who ean think quickly and eclearly and not
be afraid to make independent decisions whenever necessary, and
have authority to make decisions. She or he will need to learn
how to read and interpret officisl pspers and acquire knowledge
of Lmmigration meterial such as passports, visas, other travel
documents and be Wil informed of the polieies and background
of UN"HA, to kmow about the resources to be ealled upon for
assistance; how So work with the Military, the Embassies, the
loeal Po!ice, and the Egyptian authorities and understend pro=
ecedures at ports, docks or plers, and be able to establish pgood
working relationships with officialas.

Appropriate letters should be sent to ER0 and offiees concermed
on the continent urgins that no refugees be embarked until the
documents for each are fully completed (I can list what is need-
ed), and complete thru transportation to the country of destina-
tion. This applies particularly teo refugees going to countries
other than those with whieh UNRRA has working agreements carrye
ing responsibility for repatriation.

Regardiag ftemporary care for displasced persons in transit, many
of the refugees in transit will require temporary shelter until
arrangements can be completed for proceeding to their coumtries
of destination, It seems lmprectical, cxpensive and physically
- wary trying o take such refugees from Port Seaid to Camp K1

Arish or Rl Shatt, e«.g« the journey from Port Said to Xl Arish
starts at 6:15 in the aftexnoon. There is a change in EKsntara
where it 1a necessary to cross the Canal by ferry, than a long 6
hours wait at the Rallroad Steation in order to comnect with the
Palestine trein whieh gets into El Arish at 4:00 sane There are
many difficulties in gstting secomnodations on the train, parti-
eularly as the Palestine trains are usually very erowded.

In spite of the faet that X1 Arish is in Baypt the trip is Plrther
conplicated by having to pass thru border erossing requirements
such as customs, re-examination of papers, etce.
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The alternative plan would be to take a late afterncon train
for %1 Shatt with a change at Ismailia whieh would gmet the party
into Port Tewlik after midnizht. El Shatt would need to have
transport nvailable at Port Tewfik and meke certain that there
would be no diffionlties in erossin: the Camal at that hour in
order to reach the camp.

Tolumbat iz more accescible for trensients coming by way ¢ Ale-
randris or Port Said and should therefore be eonsidered as long
as we have this Campe. Tolumbat and ¥1 Shatt have further ad=-
vantages in that they are each more acecessible to Alexandris and
Qsiro respectively, in the event it is necescary for the refugees
to arpeaer personelly befors their Consular Offices or Babassles
who are loecated only in Caire or Alexandria. It 1ls very much
more diffieult to have such persens bro ght in to Caire from El
Arish.

It is recommended alsc that eonsideration be givem to plans for
femporary shelter at a hostel or pension ian Cairo or ia port
eities like Alexandria and Port Said for persons in transit,
who could be routed on quiekly and would not need te stay here
more than a few days before shipment to country of destination.

Auvgusta MAYERSON

chuf. e —————

Speeial Sarvinpa Section.

-

Septe 3, 1945,
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ORDJANIAN, Nikit

SHAEF DP-l and DP-2 cards No. GPI45P5356

Following facts were obtained from all his papers.

Born in Russia 27 years ago, is of Gregoriam religion, has lived
the better part of his life in Teheran, Iran, went to Prague several
years ago only for the purpose of studying, sent there by his father
to study Mining Engineering and Geology.

Father's name is Samson, mother's Marien Roustamian,

Nikit speaks Germ'nn, Kussian, Czech, Persian and English., Has
Iranian passport obtained in Berne, Switzerland, which is valid until
Decenber, 1945.

He is one of 8,000 students from Cszechoslovakia deported to Germany
early in 1940, placed at Altenburg near Dresden, in labour camp. Worked
&8 a common labourer in tin mines. Later on, when the Germans discovered
that he had some ability, they transferred him to a "Bureau Markscheiderei®,
where be worked until 10 May 1945, until the Russlans occupied it, at
which time he was liberated and told by the Russian colonel that he might
now go end do &8 he pleased. He was quite bDeweildered, but finelly con-
tacted some French peope near Leipsig who were protected by the American
and British Forces, from where he was finally sent to Paris and then on
to Marseilles by the Americans, by trucks and trains,

His passport, which st the time I interviéWl him in the hands of
the Egyptian Police, has, he informed me, visas for Egypt, Palestine
and Iran. The passport was being held by the Egyptian Police for the
payuent of P.T. 8, which he did not have since he had only foreign cur-
rency. He still needs the Syrian and Irskian visas, which his consul
in Cairo can obtain for him,




Single, Born in Iren 1883. GCregorian religion. Claimed nationality
Iranian, Desires to return to Tsbris, Iran. Holds DP-1 and DP-2 cards,
His last permanent residence was Paris, France, where he lived for 20 years.
His occupation was that of merchant. He speaks Turkish, Aruenisn snd French.
He refers to himself as having beemn a "politicel deportee®. In 19435 he was
deported from France to Germany and spent the first six months in prison -
6 months in Leamberg and one month in Stuttgart as & political deportee.
He was then transferred to a labor camp and worked in a foundtry as a com-
mon labourer. He lost all his papers along with all his wordly possessions.
He was liberated by the American Army and holds an Iranien passport No.
6408 which wes issued to him in Paris, May 18, 1945 and which is valid until
May 18, 1946. He bas & French resideunce visa. He has no money.

He looks quite beaten and frightened and was monosyllsbic in his ans-
were to guestions. He has brothers and sisters in Iran who are prepared to
receive him, and is terribly eager to get there as soon as possible. He
was hoping that be could perbaps go by the Anglo-Iranian 0il Company trans—
port. In checking with Major Warren I discovered it was not possible to do
this. He bad very little baggage end precious little clothing., He is the
oldest wember of the group and is one of the seven men who were taken to
El Arish pending arrangements for transportation and completion of documents.




ALARI, Nogratoli.ah — No, GO3450519

This wan is in poss@ssion of DP-l and DP-Z cards.

He is single, was born in Neime, Iran, May §, 19ll. Islaw by reli~-
gion. Hie father's name is Ismail and his uother's maiden name Zaraugis.

He ie eager to return to Teberan, Iran, where he had lest permanent
residence. He was one of 45 students who were sent by his gvernment
to study in Cerman universities. His studies were in metallurgy. In
1940 be worked in the iron industry in Bayern. He was placed in intern-
ment camp by the Germams, He hag an Iranian passport of a student,
issued to hiam in Teheran on March 20, 1940 No. 428l. Validity of this
passport was extended in Parie so that it is good until Merch 20, 1946.
He has no Egyptian visa, no transit visa for any country and no money,
other than 500 German marks, All his femily is in Iran. He said that
efforts had been nmade by his government to have the students, of which
be was one, return to Iran as the war was extended, but it appeared to
be too late and the students were unable to get out of Germany.

Cese No., &




KARNEEF, Alexander and wife Wadika
G0304460

Mr. Karneef was born February 24, 1897 in Russia, is of orthodox
religion. His febber's name is Serge, his mother's name Marta Petrova.

He wishes to return with his wife to Beirut, Lebanon. His last
peraanent residence was Paris, France. He bad lived in Paris since 139358
where he was employed in working with blue prints snd technical drawings
for architectural firms. He lkmows the following languages: Russian,
French, German, Arabic. In 1945 he was deported from France to Germany
placed in labor camp and employed as & common laborer on machines and
engines. He holds a passport issued by the Legation of Lebanon in Paris
May 15, 19456. His profession is given as "dessinateur®, The passport
is valid for one year. He has transit visa for Egypt, but lacks the
transit visa for Palestine, through which country he must go en route to
Lebanon., He has asple Syrian currency which by arrangements with the
0.C. Troops on board was exchanged for Egyptian currency. This enabled
him to travel with Thomas Cook to whom he was released. He and his wife
thereflore were able to make their own arrangements. Wife was born in
Beirut, Lebanon.

Case No. 4




KAFITI, Louls - No. GO9450502

Had HP-1 and DP-2 cards. Single. Born in Zossen, Germany, 16 Nov.
1918, A Christian Arab of Palestinian Arabic parents who were residing in
Berlin, Fatber's name Hanna, motber's name Fumija Murkos. Eager to go on
to Jerusalen where he has relatives, particularly a grandmother end 3
aunts. He lived in Jerusalem for 2 years as & child, otherwise has lived
in Germany. Last permanent residence was in Zossen, Germany. Father had
a tobacco factory there. Fether died in 1958. The German police stripped
him of his German papers and gavehim ®alien papers®. He was placed in a
labor camp in Rangsdorf where airplane material was manufectured. He
worked as a book-keeper. He was constantly persecuted by the German police
who on the basis of the fact that Le looks Jewish dld not believe that he
was not a Jew. He is & dark, swarthy looking individual who was evidently
suffering from boils and abscesses in the region of his right jaw. These
were lanced by the ship's doctor. The impression of the worker was that
this mean had been so starved at the labor camp that after liberation, where-
ver he could get food, be probably overate. In the short time that she
observed this man on the boat and en route, he seemed to be eating all
the time.

He bas no passport. The British consul in Paris has written to Pa-
lestine for contact with his relatives there, but he had been informed
that it woud be 4 months before an answer could be expected. Nr., Kafiti
bad great anxiety about getting to Palestine. Each time he saw worker
the question was raised and at each time he presented another idea as to
how he might get into Palestine without baving to stop in Egypt.

He hag no clothes, except that Le wore. It was khaki evidently givem
to him by the American Army. When be got off the boat he carried a parcel
in a yellow cloth which consisted, he explained, of & blanket which had
been ipgsued to him., He has no money. He holds police authorizetion te
reside in France which paper reads as follows:

"Provisional Autborization for Louis Kafiti, born 16.11.1318
at Zossen, Germany, of Palestinian nationality to reside
in Pardmuto Sept. 5, 1946. Issued by the Police Prefect
in Parlies 2 July 1945. HNo. 161.946.%

He has also a letter aigned by the U.S. Army Commanding Officer, Frank
Fox of Ramp Camp No. 7, Dispiaced Persons Sectlon. Copy of this letter is
attached, Speaiks enough Banglish to make bimself understood and German.
He was one of the seveu men taken to El Ardsh pending completion of docu-
ments and transportation. He was advised to write directly to hisg relatives
from cemp which he aid.

Case No. bE.




Single, of Assyrian nationality. Hae only DP-1 SHAEF Registration card,
Seys IP-2 card was not given to him before departure. Nas registered
in Denmark,

This men has s history of emcapes from German controlled &rcas. He wes
born in Mossul, Irak on 18 May 1910. Occupsation, painter (bouse painter).
He left Irak in 1920 when he accompanied his fsther to Polsnd where

they remained until 1938, then went to France and stayed in Toulouse from
1938 to 1940, When it was teken over by the Germsns he was deported to
Aschen where he worked in the mines for two months. Later he was sent to
Neuhamuer by Berlin., He was prosecuted because e ®looks Jewish® though
he is orthodox by religion. He was placed in a "Strafflager®. The
Germans bad blook test taken of him which proved him to be not Jewish,

he says.

This man talks freely sbout lis sufferings and escapes. In 1945 he
escaped to Poland where he worked on a farm; was picked up by the German
police and again sent to & labor camp. In the winter of 1545 he escaped
frou Germany to Denmsark.

Barraudeschiou has no pepers; holds an identification card "Not Kennkarte®
No. 00521, lssued 16 June 1945 by the Burgmeister in Friedrichstadt whigh
& typed memorandum saying that all his papers were destroyed by enemy

&ction in Hannover, His signature is written in "old Hebrew®. Otherwise

Le seems unable to read or write any langusge., He has & sister and two

uncles in Irak, is Assyrian by nationelity and wishes to go to Irak, He
bas no woney and no clothes. He holds a statement frou the Ministry of

Prisoners, Deportess .nd Refugees, issued in Marseilles 16 August 1945,

certifying that he is of Assyrian nationality,

Case No. 6




TSEHRACTSCHI, Teghi - BLO* 22887
TSCHRAGTSCHI, Monika BLO*22886

Hold DB-1 and DP-Z ceards. They were registered in Brussels, Belgium,
Their SHAEF Nos read BLG #22886, BLG #22887., The pP-l card has on
the top of it printed : ®Emergency issue Liege AEF LG",

Thnis man was born in Teheran, Iran on 6 July 1916. He is Mohammedsm,
Claims Iranisn nationality and is eager to go with his wifle to Iran
where his family resides., Father's nane Resa, mother's name Touba
Roubebi. He was one of the many students sent by his country to Germany,.
He studied mettalurgy in Katovich (formerly Poland) also in Cologne
and Breslau., He was subsequently interned in Rothenburg for a period
of three months when he was recleased by the British troops. He was
placed in an English camp on April 26, and has been en route since.
He is & young looking man, pale; has no passport, no identification,
other than & letter from the Swiss Legetion in Belgium, testifying to
the fact that be is &n Iranian subject.

®"The Swiss Legation in Belgiu, representing the Iranian
interests, certifies hereby that the Iranian subject

Taghi Tschragtschi, born 1€ July 1916, at s Teneran,

bas submitted his Iranian passport No. S0 issued at
Teheran in 19th March 1940, expired since the 19/5/45, to
this Legation. This document has been transmitted to the
Imperisl Iranien Legation at Berne, in order to prolong its
validity. Bruxelles, the 82 June 1945. Siises Legation

in Belgium.®

Wife Monika is pregnant and expects a baby in November. She told of her
tragic loss of two children by bombs. She was bern in Czechoslovakia
%2 February 1528. Looks older. They wers married 1942, Married in
Wesermunde, February 17. 8he was a nedical student. She has no paper
except the DP-1 card. The couple has 1450 German Marks. They both
look tired, worn and pale, very young and helpless. She says she lost
8ll her family in Czechoslovaikia in the terrific massacre which took
place in Burgou, neer Prague. This couple was taken to El Arish, I
saw them after they had had some sleep and I spole to the welfare worker
at the camp who promised to get the woman sone clothes, since she has
nothing except the clothes she is wearing. She looked much more cheer-
ful after she had had & good nights sleep at the camp and had had soue
food and seemed pleased to be in camp. She speaks German and Czecho-
slowakian., They left photographs with worker, four of each, to be

taken to Cairo.

Case No. 8




On the nominal roll submitted to we by 0.C. Troops, S8 Ascania, his
name appears as RESORLI and the first name as Niazi. This man has neither
DP-1 or DP-2 cerd with him, but the wmen in the group testified to the fact
that he was in camp No., 7 with them and that he therefore belongs with this
group. The ouly thing he holds by way of identification is a slip of
paper from "J.8., Army -PINB Framce No. 202, rank civilian. Processed at
CCE No. 14 on April 21, 1945, One year in concentration caump. Internment
No. 81G (in print) 2905160.%

This man speaks Turkish, Russian and a little Germen. He holas 4100
Gerunan Reichmarks. He tells the followlng story: he was born in Hopsr,
Turkey, near Russia on the first of May 1918 of Russian parents. In 1924
he went to Russia and lived in Batum. In 13540 or 194l he was captured
by the Germsns while residing in Kiev and transported to a labor caump in
Frankfurt and Mein, He was placed in a councentration camp in 1944. Some
time in 1545 he escaped from there to the "Keschper Banchof®, Later he
was arrested in this place and finally rescued by American troops and sent
to & civilian camp in Limoges, France, from where he was transferrdd to
Cherbourg - Toulouse, Marseilies. It was difficult to get an accurate

story, because of language limitations and because he seeued to De somewhat
confused.

He is of Mohammedan religion, an auto mechanic and chauffeur by oo~
cupation, His father's name is Hassan Niazi and his mother'!s name Kibaro-

gli Shadia. He has absolutely no paspers or ideantilications other than
the report asbove and no money. He too was taken to EL Arish.

Case No. B




BOZORG-ZAD, Hsssen - (09450520,
Elfriede (wife) GO3044605
Siegfried or
Freidoun (son) G0 5044604

Freidoun is the Iranisn interpretation of the name Siegfried. Parents
missed no opportunity to apologize for the name Biegfried because it
sounded too Germsm and they insisted on ths Iranian interpretation, even
though the son was christened Slegfried.

The men had DP-1 and DP-Z cards. For the woman and child there were only
DP-1 cards. They had beeu told by the registrar in France that it was
not necessary for the woman and child to have DP-E cards since their
names were included on the card of Mr. Hassan., He is 2 tall lsoky pale
man, thin, but seems of even and good disposition. In the course of our
conversation I discovered that he had suffered from tuberculosis, while
in Germany. He and his wife reassured me that the condition was cleared
up coupletely.

lr. Bozorg-Zad was born the 2nd February 1915. He is Islam by religion
and claims Irsnisn nationality. Lasi permanent residence was Iran, and
he is most eager to return there. He too was sent by his governuent to
Germany to study %optic engineering®, puwoio lenses, stc. He spent ﬂ
years in Jena. In May 1940 he was in Berlin, then he worked in Hazhutte
Optical in Bayern and later in Duisberg. He umet his wife in Jena.

They were married on June lst, 1345. A month lster they left Jena and
through the American Army were enauled to reach caup No. 7 from where
they were eventually evacuated. The belated marriage is explained by the
fact that they bhad not been permitied before that perlod to marry. Mr,
Bogorg-Zad, during the firsbi-inberview, said he had no money, later it
was discoverea he Led some French Faeancs, something more than FFrs. 1000,

The wife Elfriede's figiden name 18 Gottstein. B8he is a very attractive,
petite blonde. ©She /was born in Gersany of Cszechboslovakien perente, was
brought up by foster pavents in Germeny. Her fatber's name was Erich and
her wother's neme Apna., She bus never been to Iran, Their child Sieg-
fried or Freidoun was born on June 27, 1943, at Jena. A very attractive
child, healthy looking and friemdly. This fauily was teaxen to El Arish
along with the others. Worker prought back with her the merriage certifi-
cate, photos of the wan &nd woman, the child's birta certiiicate and the
wen's passpért No. 4157, which bhae been issued in Teheran on iMarch 18,
1940, the validity of which bas been prolonged. 7The last extension

was obteined in Paris frou the Iranian Consulate and uakes his passport\
valid to the 19th March 1946. He also has an Egyptian wvisa of transit,
issued & Marseilles, but wvalid only for three days. 1ts number is 7,
dated 15 August, 1945. Also a certificate from the Registrar's 0ffice,
Jena, saying that Bagineer Abol Hassan Bozorg-Zad proved at his marriage
cercmony 1 June 1945, that he bhas Iranisn nationality.

His wifey Eliriede Bozorg-Zad, nee Gotlstein was of Cszechoslovakian nation-
ality. For the Registrar (signature) Jena 9 June 1945,
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