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Acting Director

Division of Refugees and Displaced Persons
United Mations

Iake Success, New York

Dear Pierce:

Dick is in Europe attending the IRO meetings so I will give you the
information you ask for in your letter of 5 February.

We also saw that article in the New York Times and, technically speaking,
there are over 400,000 displaced persons in Austria. I am listing below
a breakdown of that total as of 30 November from figures we received
from our UNRRA Mission and from the Military:

"DISPIACED PERSONS® in AUSTRIA

ALL U.sS. BRITISH FRENCH

ZONES, — _Z0ME 4 _ZOME = __ZONE

Totals 411,741 210,445 M 70.;2

Military Camp 56,972 25,644, 25,033 6,295
UNRRA Camps 35,963 19,234 13,093 3,636
ci'il ca-” 21’456 21,456 - - - -

You will note that the UNMRRA figure you quoted includes 308 persons who
receive assistance outside of camps., In addition to those in UMRRA camps,
a rough breakdown of the 354,300 in military centers and outside of camps
' 1s as follows:

Ex-enemy 245,500
United Nations 62,000
Jewish 28,600
Italians and Baltics 5,100
Stateless and Undetermined 12,300
Others 800

I have omitted a breakdown of 21,456 in civil camps since most of these are
bad boys.




We are not inclined to use the term "displaced persons" as freely as the
New York Times or the general public. You know our Council Resolutions
and they define our conception of a displaced person. Since the majority
of that 411,000 persons are actually ex-enemy or ex-prisoners of war or
discharged soldiers, it would be hard for us to come to any definite
conclusion as to the numbers which would be eligible for UNRRA assistance,
but my guess is that it is not very great.

My own private opinion about the story in the New York Times is there are
undoubtedly some very nmasty types floating around Austria., As you know,
my sympathies for genuine displaced persons is unlimited and we will
always exert ourselves to arrive at a satisfactory solution to their
problems. I eannot help feeling a large amount of emotion is mis-
directed when we discuss the refugee problem as a whole. Personally,

I would like to see a real screening job of all displaced persons so
that the bad actors could be separated from the deserving.

Sincerely yours,

S. K. Jacobs
Reports Officer
Bureau of Services
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Viemna to Washington
London Saving 135
15/12/45

17/12/45 = 1:00 a.m.

Press for Information Division.
Subject: ERO Public Information Policy cable mumber 4 paregraph 5.
1. This cable Just recelved.

2. Situation and requirementa of officer covered by SCEAAF supply
working party reports.

3. Allied Displaced Persons in Austria total 149,000 (repeat 149,000)
representing hard core of not emsily repatriables. 77,500 (repeat 77,500)
are in camp, the remeinder living outside. Approximately 50,000

(repeat 50,000) 1live in UNRRA campe operated by 33 teams under military
administrative control in American, British and French zones. Wo

allied Displaced Persons in Russisn zone and UNRRA not cperating there.
Administrative control of UNRRA camps expected to pass to UNRRA shartly
but military will retalin full supply responsibility as now.

b, Camps bave been winterized but etill serious oversrowding in wany
camps. Calory scale ranges from 1,800 in certain camps in Britich
zone to 2,300 in Americen zone, plus supplements for invalids, pregmant
and mursing vomen and workers. Provielon of sufficlent vitamins and
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varied diet is main difficulty. Clothing eituation among certala classes
is oritical, partioularly footwear. This is military responsibility but
UNRRA supplementary eupplies are on vay, namely 1,000,000 pounde clothing,
100,000 blankets, 75,000 pairs shoes. General health good, althcugh

soms children still showing vitamin deficlency. Infectious dinezee

rate relatively low. UNERA run hospital for DP's being etarted in Salzburg
in conjunction American srnmy.

5. “UNRRA in cooperation with military makes great efforts to provids
employment inside and outside cawns. Difficulties experienced through

A. Austrain diglike of excess. Population.

B. DP dlelike of working for former slavemagters

C. lack of tools, materials, work clothing and Tootwear

D. Persons living and working outside cemps dvaw lower Ausirian
ration scale

E. laziness Tollowing provieion of board and lodging in camps
without dbligation to work. Position improved by arrival 50
tons UNRRA amenity supplies which Inclunded tools but more required.

6, BSchools operating at universities Graz and Irnsbruck for Displaced
Persons who have had their education interrupted.

7. Displaced persons outside camps are important problem, particularly
since they include many ex concentwation camp immates who will starve
rather than reenter any camp. These are making most preiseworthy
attempt to help themselves but winter conditions will be great

strain. Undesireble every viewpoint  they should enter camps unlesa
absolutely necessary. We hope to extend madical, welfare and Information
services to these poopls during the winter.
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Austria
UNRRA1le

UNRRA's displaced persons cctivi tics, although on a &'rmll;r scale '
i :‘l :\ar‘l 'JA-‘I.

ties currently rotain responsibility for providing basic su‘ppli;s ¥

lows the sanc general pattarn in Justria a

persomcl to operate anbly conters and certain
y supnlies. Under Council Resolution Hog 74, UNRRL would as
responsi u:L._ ty Lor basic supplies following the eonclusion of
: ts belween UNRRML and aither the rocognizced .wustricn Gov
horitics of the vari-u INGS o

persons, includ-
arc an csti-

British Zone

The Control Headquartors for UNRRL is now located in Viennne The
i of the Mission if] Brizacier Parnmnteres The U, Se Zonc Headquorters
rith Vernon Kemnedy as Direct 3 also located in Vienma. The British Zone
cadquarters, under i'.L_,'j or Chapmon, i¢ loecatod ¢ "-..__’, ‘rz*"‘"l‘x't and the French
Headquarters, under Colonegl Lation is ¢ There arc approxi-—
UNIIRY personnel now ¢ i : persons onporations i
Included in this nuber are _jS 21, canters i
2y 10 in the British Lone, and 4 in




At . [
rorv AD-UBa COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
RGeS ) DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
’... |‘. . ’ - - -

UNRRA _ Ty
INCOMING TELEGRAM

L187
Iondon

25 Soptenmber 1945 e
25 Soptenber 1945 = 4220 p.m,
Cleas

Salisbury from Bryan,

Followin: released to AP last night, The first flying scuad of

30 UNRRA medical and feeding trucks for displaced persons in Austria
left from the London port of Tilburyioday ep route to Salzburg, . |
Austria, according to It. Genercl Sir Fumfrey Gale, Perconal 3
Representative of Director General Lehmon, and in chargs of

UNRIA's Furopean operations,

The shipment includes five mobile clinics, and an equal mumber of
cantoen feeding vans, kitéhen vans, food storage trucks, water
carrders and army lorries, | Thay vdll be divided irto squads which
will carry UNIRA service to displaced persms not yet brought into
the 24 assembly centres now operating in thot country on behalf of
llozi victims deiven from their homes by the course of the war. Each
squad w1l bo accompanied by o physiciam, tvo firet ald officers, a
cuartermaster and flve canteen officers, all of them especially
trained for the purpose, Crocsing the channel with the convoy were
36 drivers and UNRRA specialists, "All the clinic and feeding vans
in this shipment vere used during the Germman alr attacks on Britain
to opeed relief to blitzed arcas," said Geperal Gale, "Fittingly
enocuph, now that the war is over, they are going on to Burope for the
net stage in their job of alleviating the suffering created by war,”
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From Brussels the convoy 1dll be routed across Belpiun and through
the British and Amerdican occupction zones to Salsburg, on the
Austrion border., There vill be turned over to UNRRA's displaced
persons operation in Austria for distribution throughout the
counbry,. General Gale emphasized that the assistance carried by
these trucks was solely for displaced persons, not far Austrian
Nationals, because UNRRA has as yet received no request from the
occupying armies for peneral assistance to tho Austriams. "Similar
flying squads of rolief trucks have been used for emergency work

in carrying UNRRA servicc to displaced perscns in many ports of
Germany sinee last may," General Gale added, "They were especially
effective in feeding and giving medical care at train stope vhere
they cared for vhole train-loads of war victims in a single opera-
tion, The allied crmles have boen efficient in getting such peorle
into asambly centres or back to thelr natlive countries far beyond
anything we had Imagined possibls. There are still many people
geattered about the courdry, howdver, who noed just such attenmtiom
as these squads can take to them,"

The UIMRA specialists accompenying the convoy are travelling under
the guldance of Arthur larscn, a discharged war veteran from Lakewood,

Please advise if you want cablc coples of otler stories relsused
hare,
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