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.Ir. Pierce illiams 
Acting Director 
Division of Refugees and Displaced Persons 
United tions 
lake Success, w York 

Dear Pierce: 

Dick is in Europe attending the lRO etings so I will give ;you the 
information you ask for in your letter of 5 Febrmry. 

We also saw that article in the New York Till18s and, techni~l~ speaking, 
there are over 400,000 displaced persons in Austria. I am listing below 
a breakdown or that total s or .30 ove ber from figures we received 
from our UNRRA Mission and from the Militaryz 

"DISPIACED PERSONS" in AUSTRIA 

ALL u.s. BRITISH FRE!EH 
ZONES ZOIS ZORE ZQIE 

Totals 411.741 210,41t~ 131.l38 70,158 

Outside Camps 297,350 144,111 9.3,012 60,227 
Military Ca p 56,972 25,644 25,0.3.3 6,295 
UNRRA Camps .35,96.3 19,2.34 1.3 ,09.3 .3,6.36 
Civil Camps 21,456 21,456 ------ -----
You will note that the UNRRA figure you quoted includes .3~ persons who 
receive assistance outside ot camps. In addition to those in UNBRA camps, 
a rough breakdown of the 354,300 in military centers and outside or camps 

· is as follo s: 

Ex-enemy 245,500 
United Nations 62,000 
Jewish 28,600 

Italians and Baltics 5,100 
Stateless and Undetermined 12,300 

Others 800 

I have omitted a breakdown of 21,456 in civil camps since most of these are 
bad boys. 
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We are not inclined to use the term "displaced persons" as freely as the 
llew York Times or the general public. You know our Council Resolutions 
and they define our conception of a displaced person. Since the majority 
of that 411,000 persons are actually ex-enem;y or ex-prisoners of war or 
discharged soldiers, it would be hard for us to come to any definite 
conclusion as to the numbers which would be eligible for UNRRA assistance, 
but my guess is that it is not very great. 

lly own private opinion about the story in the New York Times is there are 
undoubtedly some very nasty types floating around Austria. As you know, 
m;y sympithies for genuine displaced persons is unlimited and we will 
always exert ourselves to arrive at a satisfactory solution to their 
problems. I cannot help feeling a large amount of emotion is mis- · 
directed when we discuss the refugee problem as a whol • Personally, 
I would like to see a real screening job of all displaced persons so 
that the bad actors could be sep!lrated from the deserving. 

SlJ/hcs 
8 February 1947 

Sincerely yours, 

s. K. Jacobs 
Reports Officer 
Bureau of Services 
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Pree• tor Intoniation Division. 

S.'ubject: ERO Public Information Policy cable nuaber 4 paragraph 5. 

l~ Thie cable Just receiTed. 

2. Situation and requir•ento of of'ficar co..-ered by- SCHAAP supply 
working party reportao 

3. Al.lied Displaced Persona 1n Austria total 149,000 (repeat 1491000l 
repreaentins ha.rd core ot not eaaily repatriablea. 77,500 (repeat 11,500) 
are 1u C8ffiP., the reminder 11v1ns outside .. Approximately- 50,000 
(repeat :,p,ooo) live 1n tJlllRRA ceapa operated bJ 33 teaas under military 
acbll1n1atrat1Te control in Amarican, Bri-t;ish and French zones. lfo 
allied Di.placed. Persons in Russian zone am lfflBRA not operating there. 
Main1atrat1ve control ot UllRRA campa expected to paaa to UlfRBA shortly 
bltt 11111 tart will retain tull supply' reaponaibili t:, aa nm,. 

4. 0ampe bave been winterized but et111 serious O'fft'Ol'Olld1ng 1n maey 
camps. Calo17 scale ranges f'raa 1,4oo 1n certain campa 1n Britioh 
zom to 2,:,00 in Amerioan zone, plua -aupplem.enta tor 1119'8.lids, prego nt 
and nursing VOJlen and worker■• Jlrov1e1on ot sutt1c1ent vitamins and 
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ftl"J.ecl diet 1■ Min 41tt1oulty'. Clothins ituation among certa1111 icl.asae■ 
1a oritical, particularly footwear. Thia 1a Jlil1tar.r reapona1b111V but 
UIBRA. npplementar7 auppllea are on way, DA11.91Y' 1,000,000 pound£ clothing, 
100,000 bl.an.kete, 75,000 pairs alloee. General ealth good, altl.ougb 
aOJl8 cbil.4ren still shoving Ti taain def1o1oncT. Intect1ows d1ru£,&ae 

.,..rate relatively lov. umA nm hospital for DP'a being started in Salzburg 
1n conjunction American arJQ'. 

5. ; 'IJNRRA 1n coopera t1on Y1 th JlitJ.1 tar, malcee great effort.a to prOT1de 
epl01EJ.\t inside and ou.ta1de C811Jt18. D1ffical:t1ea experienced through 

A. Au■tra1n diallke ot exce■a. Population o 

B. DP d1■11ke ot working tar form.er elAvemaatera 
c. IAek of toola, •ter1ale, work clothing and f'oowear 
D. Peraone lirlng and working outa1de caapa draw lower Austrian 

ration acale 
E. I.Azinesa following provision of board and lodging 1n campa 

without obl1pt1on to work. Position 111.prOYed by arrival 50 
·tom lJ1IRRA ~n1 ty- auppi1e■ vh1ch included toole but ao:'!e required. 

6, Schoole operating at universities Graz and Innabrucll: for Di ple,ced 
Peraona wllo ba'ff had their education inten"llpted. 

7. Di■placed persons ou.ta14e camp■ are iaportant problelll, particul.£1.rly 
e1nce the7 include maq ex concentration cap im:Btee who will ota1:'V'e 
rather tllan reenter &rJ:1' camp. '-'heee are mlcing most pre.ieeworthy 
attempt to help themael11ee bu.t vinter conditions will be great 
■train. Undesirable ever,- Tievpoint . the7 should enter camps unlesa 
ab■olutel.7 neeeeaary. Ve hope to extend IUdical, welfare and 1,u'onmtion 
ael'"Yicea to theee people during the winter" 

DISTRUU'l'IOW: 
m-2 
sm:o - 1 
DDQ(Booka) • l 
DJXl(lendriokeon) -2 
DM(Menah1koT) .. 1 
OCM• 2 

*PR - 6 
SerYicea - 4 

JI• :5 
1f - 2 

DP•C - l 
DP - 2 
SUpplJ" • 15 
nus - :, 

( 1"REE BOOIS) 
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D!at. 10:55 a.a. 
an• 12:15 t>••• 
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U!JRR.\.'s dispL:1.ccd persons o..ctiv""itios, nlthough on n snc.llcr sec.le, fol­
the Su.le gene ml pc.tt er n in :.ustrin ns in Gcrn::my. Tho r.:ilitc..ry c.uthori­
cu1·rcntly rctni:.1 r'"'sponsibility for providing basic suppli.::s .-dtl1 UNRR.:1. 

furnish:i.n J personnel to operate nsscnbly ccntc-1~s o.nd ccrt2.in i tens of anoni­
ty SUl))lics . Under c~uncil It.:::s,.,lutL,n lie, . 74, UiiFi.R':.. n0uld a.ssw:,_c financial 
responsibility fJr bo..sic SUi'Plics f0ll0.-fw2, the cJnclusirm of o..i1pro;?rio..tc 
c.;rocr.1ents bot'rrcon UNRJ.7..·1. nnd oiJ_:.hcr the r.::cJgnizc:1 ,.ustricn G'Jvcr11i ~ont Gr tho 
r.1.i..li to.ry nl.lthJri. tics of tho vari ·us z·mcs. 

,\.s of 1 NJvc,--..bor 1945, a p~:rJ:;:i;::c. tely 300, 000 c:is~Jlo.cocl Jorsons , includ­
ing s oDo 155,000 Gcr ... .J.n no. ti::malc ro:.1c.ined in _·.ustr:Lo._.. There c.ro o..;.1 esti­
no.toc1 30, 000 cisrlaccd persons in tho u. S . Zone, L~0,000 in the Dritish :::.one 
o.;::ci. 25,000 in tho French :'.one, c.11 of Un:U:,cd Nat:Ltms ~ti·:nc'.lity. 

The Ccntr.:1l :1Jcc:.c~quartors for UHRR'\. is nJ;;;- locntcd in Vionno. . The 
Chief of the ~1issi.)n is Bri2;c• .. ::.ior Pc.rr:mtor . Tho u. s. Zone Eroc1quc.rtors 
T.ritl1 Vernon Kcnnec.~y o..s Diroct.:::r is o.ls•) 1,,cntcd in Vienm. Tho Britis:1 :one 
IIcnc1.qu:i.rters, unc'.or Fnjor Ch-:i.;_J;:!.'.:'.n, :;_~ l icc,toc.1 .::i.t KLc.6cnfurt and tho }.?ranch 
Z.,no Ho.::i.c'.qunrtors, under Col xicl L·:1.-i.,' .c.n is n t Innsbruck. Thero o.ro o.p:1roxi ­
rntoly 450 u:m:.n::.. personnel n:JTT c:me;~1.::;cd in dis~,lo.cocl ;_,or sons opornti ans in 
:rnstriJ. . Includec: in this nur.·.bGr c.rc 35 tco.ns ,)1::o rntine; 21 centers in the 
u. s. Zone , l'J in tho British :at1c, c.m'. 4 in the French Zone . 
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25 Soptet:Jber 1945 

25 Sopted:>er 1945 • 4:20 PA 
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Follcull\:.: released to AP last ni8bto The first flying squad of 
30 mmRA medical 3nd feeding tNcks for displaced ~sons irl A'OStr.l.a 
left fl't11ll the Iondai port at .~~ op. route·to ~8 ... ... 
Austria; 'accordirig· to tto· GeneroI Sir ~ Gale., Personal . . . 
Representative of Director General IAAhnnn., and in ch.o.rge of 
tJNRRA 9 a European operotimso 

The sh1J.119nt includes fiw JIX>bile cl1nics. and on equnl nunber of 
canteen .reeding vam, kitchen vans, food storage tru.olw, t-mtor 
carriers am o.rnr, lorries. \ The.r will be divided into s~uads \ffli.ch 
will carry U?mnA service to displaced peroCllS not yet \)raigbt j,nto 
the 24 nnsemb]3 centres n<X1 OISrating in that countz,y on beb3lf of 
?bzi v.tctim d:dwn from their hams by the course of the \10.ro · FAch 
sqund '"d.ll bo accompmi'Kl by a ~cian, tuo Arst aid o.tf'icers, a 
c;,[UlU't;erma.ster <lncl five canteen officers., nll of them. esi:ecial.q­
trained for tho l11J"POSGo Cro.:;sing the channel nith the convoy uere 
.36 drivers and tlrl'RRA spac:l.tllists. "All t.ba clinic am f'eed:i.Jlg vans 
in '1"11:i.a ahipn.ent ua:re uaec1 during tm Gem'.ln air attacka cm Britain 
to speed relief to blitzed ureas, n said General Galeo "F1ttingl3-
enoo.13h" n<Xr that the uar is aver,, they are going on to &irope for the 
no=d:. st~ in their job .ot allev.iatiDe -the suffering created by mr." 
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From Brussels too convoy 11111 be rooted across Beleium and through 
the Bd.t:fDh and Anericon occupation zcnes to Sahburg,, en t:~e 
Austrian border. There riil1 be turned over to ONI®\ls displaced 
p-3rsom 0P3rotion in Austria for distrlliltion throuahrut the 
co.mtr.v o General Ga.1.e empw.sizcd t.hnt tho ossistonce curried b;;., 
these . truckD nas oolB'-3 £or diopluced pe1-oons, not far Aust.rian 
rfationals, because MIRRA h-'lS ns y t received no re,J.uest .from the 
occupying Ol'tlies tor ucnerol nssistanc to the Austrlam. nsim!lar 
.fly:lne squads of roliaf tNckg been used for emergency ml"k 
1n ca.rryln3 UNRRA service to ~placecl ~ons in Illal\Y' i:arts of 
Ge~ since lust oay • n Gemrlil Gale addod., n'l'hey uere e.specicl.ly 
effective in fcedine Md ~ ving ioodical oon, nt troin stop, rlhere 
they cared for "L'Jbole train-loads or nor victims in a single opera­
tion. Th.a allied ~rm1es ha be ei'ticient in gettine such peoplAa 
into ass~l3 centreo or back to their mtiw countries far beyooo 
anything \18 had inngi.ned :rx>suible There are still maey people · 
se-;1ttered ~bout the ~-ry • h~·0ver • nho noed just such attentiai 
as these aquads can toka to them." 

Th mm.RA specialists ac~ the convcrJ a.re travelling llDClar 
the guidance of Arthur Lu-son. a di.sch:lrged \7ar veteran from L'lkt:W,oodj 

!i.Oo 

Please advise it yru rmnt cable copies o1 ot::er stories rele.:.ised 
hereo 

D1STRIBUTIOll: 
ro - 2 
SL'OO - l 
ocu - 2 

i.ffi -6 
Services - 4 
H-3 
\l - 2 
DP-c -1 
DP - 2 
F'I'r4$ - 2 

(~ DOc&s) 
55 

Dist., 4:25 p~ 
brt 5:20 PoC. 

, 
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CABLEGRAM 

l 4/4 -
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For ali ~ury from odd notto 

ilrod at 

STANDARD DISTRIBUTION: 
*PR ---

ed:tac 245 
tp:an 837 
67c 

1 de ample trial ay 
1, nna today~ Displaoed 
urv1 1 gs n gogue, 

Alma Poll kt ls heron 
RA 1n Austria, 

p@s. Pict ~es L 1g1 
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