
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

25 June 1999

Dear Mr. President,

I have the honour to refer to the situation in the >
Central African Republic, where the United Nations is currently providing
logistical assistance to the Government in organizing and conducting
presidential elections. The United Nations, through its peacekeeping mission in
the Central African Republic, MTNURCA^will also need to assess whether the
elections are free and fair.

Permit me at this point to express my deep appreciation for the
considerable assistance your country has already rendered to United Nations
operations in the Central African Republic, where an Egyptian military
contingent provides logistical and medical support for the mission. We have
also requested your country to provide a further 68 logistical specialists for a
three-month period starting next month to help prepare electoral sites in the
countryside and permit the deployment of United Nations military and civilian
personnel to support and observe the elections. We had also asked your
Government to provide up to 16 armoured vehicles we believe are essential to
ensure security amid the expected tensions of the campaign.

Your Government has now informed us that, contrary to working level
understandings, the 68 personnel will not be dispatched to Bangui. I would
therefore like to appeal to you, Mr. President, to re-examine this decision in
view of the unfortunate consequences it would entail for the success of the
United Nations. The 68 logisticians and the 16 armoured vehicles we have
requested are essential in order to ensure the necessary support and security for
the conduct of the elections. It is envisaged that they will be financed from the
United Nations peacekeeping budget.

His Excellency
Mr. Mohamed Hosni Mubarak
President of the Arab Republic

of Egypt
Cairo



The Central African Republic is at a critical stage. With the support of
the United Nations and the international community, the Government of
President Patasse has effected a number of reforms aimed at placing the
country on a secure economic and social footing. The successful holding of
free and fair presidential elections would serve to reinforce the improvements
already under way and exert a beneficial influence over the subregion.

In the hope of receiving an early and positive response, allow me to
renew to you, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Kofi. A. Annan




