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THE SECRETARY -GENERA L 

19 March 2007 

Excellency, 

I have the honour to refer to your letter of 18 February 2007, in which 
you refer to the issue of entry visas for the High-level Mission to assess the 
situation of human rights in Darfur. 

Your Excellency will recall that Human Rights Council decision S-4/1 01 
entitled "Situation of human rights in Darfur," adopted by the Council at its 
fourth special session on 13 December 2006, mandated the establishment of a 
High-level Mission to assess the human rights situation in Darfur and the 
needs of the Sudan in this regard. As noted in your letter, I had the occasion 
to discuss the issue with the President of the Republic of the Sudan during my 
meeting with him in Addis Ababa on 29 January 2007, and to receive his 
assurances of cooperation. 

I have been informed that numerous efforts were made by the 
High-level Mission and others to secure the necessary visas for this 
Mission between 26 January 2007 and 14 February 2007. It is with regret 
that I learned that visas were not provided to the members and staff of the 
Mission. However, as Your Excellency will be aware, the Mission 
determined that, in spite of the lack of entry visas, it would nevertheless 
proceed to carry out its mandated duties, working from locations outside 
the Sudan and that it would report to the Human Rights Council. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Lam Akol Adjawin 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic o.f the Sudan 
Khartoum 



I have also noted Your Excellency's concerns with regard to the 
composition of the Mission. Under the terms of decision S-4/1 01, the 
appointment of the highly-qualified persons was the prerogative of the 
President of the Human Rights Council. It should be noted that the President 
consulted the Permanent Mission about highly-qualified persons. As for the 
appointment and retention of the support staff of the Mission, let me reiterate 
that this discretion rests solely with the Secretariat and that I have full 
confidence in its staff. I thank you for our continuing dialogue. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

l~· 
BanKi-M n 
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Excellency, 
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CABLE ADDRESS - ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE : UNATIONS NEWYORK 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

19 March 2007 

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you could kindly forward 
the enclosed letter to His Excellency Mr. Lam Akol Adjawin, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Sudan. 

A copy of the letter is attached for your information. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Abdalmahmood Abdalhaleem Mohamad 
Permanent Representative of the Republic 
of the Sudan to the United Nations 
New York 

:1~ 
Chef de Cabinet · · 
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TO: 
A: 

FROM 
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Room No. - No de Bureau Extension - Poste I Date 

FOR ACTION POUR SUITE A DONNE 

FOR APPROVAL POUR APPROBATION 

FOR SIGNATURE POUR SIGNATURE I 

FOR COMMENTS POUR OBSERVATIONS 

MAY WE DISCUSS? POURRIONS - NOUS E 

YOUR ATIENTION VOTRE ATIENTION 

AS DISCUSSED COMME CONVENU 

AS REQUESTED SUITE A VOTRE DEMA 

NOTE AND RETURN NOTER ET RETOURNE 

FOR INFORMATION POUR INFORMATION 



Note to Mr. Nambiar 

Letter from the Foreign Minister of Sudan 

(1ftJ 1 - 0~)4b) 
1. This is in reference to _your Not.e._of 22 February 2007 forwarding a letter dated 18 
February 2007 addressed to the s_~-£~~~EY._~Gene~al ~Y. __ !.~-E~~iSE __ ~inist~~ of_~~~_§~ 

.--~wdin_gj_h_~lligh.-Ley~!J~Ilissi9_~_ of _!_~~J-Iuman ~!-~~t-~ Cou~cil. You request our joint ) 
_Y-~s on the matter together with a draft response. 

2. In our view, the Seq~_t~sy-General shouL<tr~R!Lto t.h_eJetteL~l<iP91R.~AL~~ .. i~o 
the issue of the composition of the High-Level Mission, which under Decision S-411 01 of 

·--uie Htunan Rights Council, was a matter for the President of the Human Rights Council. 
·_;,::::..::...;;.::.:===...:~-=:...-..=-==--~-------.-- -·---·'--------~-

Further, we would not comment on the "Code of Conduct" of the mechanisms. and 
special pr~-~~~hu:~~.<itth~ c_Q_U.iic\l:~Jfl!~[scieafiy''a matter' f~~ the 'c(;'~r{cif ... . . . . 

. . . ............,.... __ .. _..... .. ~--..., ...... ~ . ...,..-.... . . . . ~- ., 

3. We enclose a draft letter of re~12onse f9r the aQJ2I.OVal a~iK~~tur~.Q(!he 
Secr~!~IT::.G~P§!~L whif!L!Y~~- .m~-Rf!I~Q. py th_e _Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, and re'::i_~'Y.~d_by my_()ffice. w ; ·also' enclose .for ' y'Ollr approval ' and 
signature a letter to the Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Sudan 
requesting that he transmit the letter of the Secretary-General to the Foreign Minister. 

12 March 2007 

cc. Ms. Arbour 


