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I am in receipt of th e attached request from the President of Beijing Review for interview 

wi th the Secretary-General. 

In the early months of the Secretary-General ' s 1st Term in 2007, I faci litated Beijing Review 

to interview the Secretary-General. (See att ached) 

Be ijing Review is the on ly Engli sh Weekly in all of China and an arm of the Min istry of State 

Info rm atio n. 
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BEIJING REVIEW 

Ambassador Joseph Verner Reed 

Under-Secretary-General 

Special Adviser to the Secretary-General 

United Nations 

Excellency, 

Greetings from your CIPG team in Beijing! 

April 29, 2016 

Ch ina International Publishing Group (CIPG) had the privilege of interviewing the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations, The Honorable Ban Ki-moon, a few months after his assumption of office in 

2007. The interview was a front page story in Beijing Review (please see attached) . 

As Mr. Ban prepares to leave the United Nations after highly successful two terms in the office, CI PG 

would like to request for another interview to reflect his achievements. 

As it was with the interview in 2007, may we request Excellency to kindly facilitate our request? 

In my capacity as the President of BEIJING REVIEW, I will personally come to New York to conduct 

the interview. 

Sincerely, 

President 
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MISSION OF CONFIDENCE 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon tackles an array of 
troublesome issues from the intergovernmental 
organization's reform to the Darfur cri~is 

IN NAME OF PEACE: Secretary General Ban Ki-moon rings the Peace Bell at UN headquarters to commemorate the 26th World 
Peace Day on September 21 

By WANG GANGYI, 
WANG YANJUAN AND 
CHEN WEN A fter nine months in office, United 

Nations Secretary General Ban Ki
moon appears to be more opti- . · 
mistic, encouraged and confident 
about solving some of ):he thorny, 

long-standing issues both at the UN and in 
the world. Some recent developments have 
given him good reasons to be so. 

In an exclusive interview with Beijing 
Review in his office at UN headquarters in 
New York, Ban said he has adopted signifi
cant measures to reform the UN, with some 
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already successful and some still ongoing. 
The successful ones he cited are restruc

turing the peacekeeping operation depart
ment and reforming the disarmament sector. 
His next focus will be on how to strengthen 
"preventive diplomacy capacity," as he has 
been doing in handling some regional issues. 

Ban said that "communicating and con
sulting" with all the 192 member states of the 
world's largest intergovernmental organiza
tion is the most difficult part in carrying out 
his refo1m, which "involves time and energy." 
But the UN secretary general is quick to add 
that he is very much committed to do that. 

On the world front, progress has been 
made on Darfur, an issue that has con-

founded world leaders for four years - and 
one in which Ban has taken a strong per
sonal interest since he took office. His hec
tic efforts over the past few months to build 
support for his initiatives to help resolve the 
Darfur situation have included a high-level 
meeting at the UN in September and a 
weekl,ong trip to Sudan, Chad and Libya 
earlier the same month. After these meet
ings, Ban had garnered enough regional and 
international support that he decided to host 
the peace talks on Darfur planned for later 
this month in T1ipoli, the Libyan capital. 

Though the UN secretary general is con
cerned that some of the leading groups in the 
Darfur region are still showing reluctance, he 
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has urged them to par
ticipate in the talks and 
made it clear that non
part1c1 patron of any 
individual group should 
not be the criteria to 
judge if the talks suc
ceed or fai l. "So, we will 
convene the meeting as 
planned;' he said. 

Contrary to those 
who had accused China 
of inadequate action on 
the Darfur issue, Ban 
said that the country has 
been playing a "ve1y 
constructive role." China 
has dispatched an engi
neering team to Darfur 
and appointed a special 
envoy who has been 
working very closely 
with the international 
c01mnunity, he said. 

•~.-_11: -~---o; ,~~ 
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The so-called boy
cott of the ' Beijing 
Olympic Games based 
on that accusation is not 
warranted and is mis
placed, the UN secre
tary general said. "We 
are looking forward to 
the most successful 

~N AFRICA: Secretary General Ban Ki-moon visits Nairobi's Kibera slum on January 31. Since taking office 
m late 2006, Ban has developed a strong personal interest in African issues, especially the Darfur crisis 

hosting of the Olympic 
Games next year;' he added. 

The UN secretary general said China is 
a key player in the United Nations and that 
maintaining a strong partnership between 
the United Nations and China is very 
important, particularly to the United 
Nations, 

Advancing the global agenda on climate 
change was another major achievement of 
the UN secretary general. On September 24, 
d1e day before this year's UN General 
Assembly general debate, Ban chaired a 
high-level meeting to secure political com
mitment and build momentum for the UN 
Climate Change Conference scheduled for· 
December 3-14 in Bali, where negotiations 
on a new international climate agreement 
should begin. 

More dmn 80 heads of state and govern
ment, wi th representatives from 168 coun
tties, attended the one-day event in 
September, making it the largest meeting 
ever of world leaders on climate change. '·I 
was ve1y much encouraged by d1e result of 
the high-level meeting," Ban said. 

According to Ban, the leaders have 
agreed that now is the time for the interna-

Ban's Plan 
For the UN 
Completed: 

• Restructure the peacekeep
ing operation department 

• Restructure the disarma
ment sector 

Ongoing: 
• Strengthen "preventive 

diplomacy capacity" 

• Change the working cu ltu re 
of the UN 

• Advance the global agenda 
on climate change 

tional community to take action and that 
the appropriate forum of negotiation should 
be the United Nations and the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. 

' ·On the basis of this in Bali. I hope 
we'll be able to reinvigorate the old maps 

and directions of our negotiations," he said. 
Ban described the joint" declaration 

signed at the second inter-Korean summit 
earlier this month as a step forward in solid
ifying the ongoing exchanges and coopera
tion, which would help further the national 
reconciliation of and build mutual trust 
between South Korea and North Korea. Ban 
was one of the architects of South Korea's 
so-called "sunshine policy" toward North 
Korea before he became the UN secretary 
general. The first inter-Korean sununit was 
held in June 2000. He said he is "quite con
fident that the implementation process will 
be much smoother" this time. 

Ban was equally encouraged by the 
agreement signed at the six-party talks on the 
No11h Korean nuclear issue on October 3 in 
Beijing. "1l1is is much further on the basis of 
the February agreement dlis year," he said. 
As South Korea's former nlinister of foreign 
affairs 311d trade, Ban used to be a key player 
in the six-party talks that are ain1ed at finding 
a diplomatic solution to d1e dispute over 
Pyongyar1g's nuclear· prograrn. • 

(Repor1i11g.fim11 New fork) 

(See Interview on page 12) 

"Maintaining a strong partnership between the United Nations and China 
is very important, particular~y to the United Nations." 
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MAKING HIS RK 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki -moon 
contemplates the challenges ahead and 
China's role in the world 
More than nine months have elapsed since Ban Ki-moon took office as 
Secretary General of the United Nations. Today, the soft-spoken, 63-year-old 
former top Korean diplomat looks much more confident in assuming his 
duties. In an exclusive interview at UN headquarters in New York, right 
after the conclusion of the general debate of this year's General Assembly, 
Ban talked with Beijing Review about UN reform, climate change, the 
Darfur situation, the six-party talks and China's role in world and UN 
affairs. The following are excerpts from the interview: 

Beijing Review: What progress have 
you made in reforming the United 
Nations since you took office? Are you 
satisfied with it? 

Ban Ki-moon: I have been in my 
office for only nine months. Dming the last 
nine months I think I have made significant 
refotm measures. Some are successful but 
some are still ongoing. For example, I have 
successfully restructured the peacekeeping 
operation department and the disarmament 
sector. My next focus is on how to strength
en preventive diplomacy capacity as I have 
been doing in [dealing with] Myanmar and 
Darfur situations. I also have been trying 
my best to change the working culture of 
the United Nations so that we can make this · 
organization more effective, more efficient, 
more functional and more professional. I 
think I have been making credible progress. 

What is the most difficult? 
This organization is six decades old. 

Old systems and traditions have been accu
mulated over the last six decades. It may 
take some time to change, to make this 
organization much more efficient. We need 
to convince each and every staff as well as 
member states, as it is an intergovernmen
tal organization composed of 192 coun
tries. Therefore, communicating and con
sulting with all those member states in car
rying out the refo1m process is not an easy 
task. It involves time and energy. I'm very 
much committed to do that: 

Climate change has become one of 
the major concerns of the international 
community and you have devoted a lot 
of efforts to this issue. There is going to 
be a meeting in Bali in December this 
year. What do you expect from that 
meeting? 

I was very much encouraged by the 
result of the high-level meeting on climate 
change, which was on September 24 in the 
United Nations under my chairmanship. 
There were 80 heads of state and govern
ment, with 168 count1ies participating. 
Their messages were very clear. Science 
has made it quite clear that we are now 
already feeling the impact of the global 
warming. The leaders have agreed that it is 
time now for the international community 
to take action. The international communi
ty has not taken sufficient and appropriate 
action. Therefore, it is now time to take 
action. They have agreed that the appropii
ate forum of this negotiation should be the 
United Nations and the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. I hope these messages will be 
heard by the negotiators, who will pai1ic
ipate in the Bali conference, clearly and 
loudly. I'm convinced that leaders have 
sent out ve1y credible messages already. 
On the basis of this , in Bali, I hope we'll 
be able to reinvigorate the old maps and 
directions of our negotiations. It will be a 
long and difficult negotiation process, but 
Bali should be the starting point, where the 

international community should be ready, 
or prepai·ed to negotiate to make a neces
saty agreement on the mi tigation, adapta
tion, technology and finan cing measures. 

China, as one of the emerging 
economies, is a crucially impo11ant coun
tty. I hope China wi ll actively paiticipate. I 
know that China has its own domestic 
challenges. At the same time, I appreciate 
the Chinese Government's own initiative 
and [its] commitment to paiticipating in 
this. China's active pmticipation and com
mitment will be crucially important. 

How would you describe China's 
role in UN affairs? 

China is a key player in the United 
Nations; being one of the five petmanent 
members of the Security Council. As one of 
the major emerging economies in the world, 
China has been playing a very impo11ant 
role in all walks of the United Nations. 
Maintaining a strong partnership between 
the United Nations m1d China is ve1y 
important, pmticularly to the United 
Nations. As Secretary General [of the 
United Nations], I hope that China will con
tinue to play such an irnpo11ant role as one 
of the pillar countries of the United Nations 
in peace and secmity, development, dism·
mament and non-proliferation issues. China 
has been actively contributing to the geopo
litical issues like the situation in Darfur. We 
are very much appreciative of China's con
ttibution by providing rnilitmy forces as 
well as technical engineeting teams to 
Darfur. I hope your conttibution in peace
keeping operations will continue. 

Some people in the West have 
accused China of not doing enough on 
the issue of Darfur. Some of them have 
even gone so far as to suggest boycotting 
the Beijing Olympic Games. What is 
your comment on that? 

China has been playing a very con
structive role in the Darfur situation. China 
has dispatched an engineering tem11 to 
Darfur and has also appointed a special 
envoy, who has been working very closely 
with the international community. As far as 
the question of the so-called boycott of the 
[Beijing] Olympics [is concerned], I think 
it is not waiTanted and is misplaced. They 
are totally separate issues. We are looking 
forward to the most successful hosting of 
the Olympic Games next year. I watched 
the big ceremony of the 365-day count-

"It will certainly help further national reconciliation and build mutual trust. 
With these agreements going on and [being] implemented, I'm quite 
convinced that both South and North Korea will be able to further solidify 
their groundwork for peace and security on the Korean Peninsula." 

12 BEIJING REVIEW OCTOBER 18, 2007 



.... 

• 

down that was fantastic and spectacular. 
I'm sure that your people and government 
will make it the most successfu l hosting of 
the Olympic Games. 

What are your expectations on the 
coming peace talks on the Darfur issue 
in Libya later this month? 

It is going to be crncially impo1tant for 
the resolution of the Daifur issue. I was 
encouraged by the fact that I was able to 
organize this political negotiation meeting in 
Tripoli, Libya, on October 27. I have been 
trying my best to mobilize necessary 
resources and also create a favorable atmos
phere so that all the rebel leaders would pai·
ticipate in that negotiation. It is absolutely 
necessary for the leaders of rebel groups to 
participate in that peace negotiation. I'm 
concerned that some of the leading groups 
ai·e still showing reluctance. If they really 
think of the future of their own country, the 
leaders of these groups should participate in 
the peace talks rather than staying out, and 
the leaders should know [how] to make a 
right decision at the light time. We will try 
our best to convince those leaders of rebel 
groups, particularly Abdul Wahid [el-Nur], 
to paiticipate in the negotiations. However, 
participation or non-participation of any par
ticular individual group should not be the 
criteiia to judge the failure or success of the 
talks. So we will convene the meeting as 
planned. 

How do you compare the result of 
the second inter-Korea summit with that 
of the first in the year 2000? 

I am encouraged and happy ai1d excit
ed about the result of the second summit 
meeting between the DPRK (the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea) 
and the ROK (the Republic of Korea). The 
first meeting, which took place in June 
2000, was also very historic. At that time, 
there were some agreements, but those 
agreements had not been implemented. 
This time, the two leaders have agreed in a 
much more detailed manner. This is a step 
forward in solidifying the already going
on exchanges and cooperation. It will cer
tainly help fu1ther national reconciliation 
and build mutual trnst. With these agree
ments going on and [being] implemented, 
I'm quite convinced that both South and 
North Korea will be able to further solidi
fy their groundwork for peace and secmity 
on the Korean Peninsula. If everything 
goes smoothly, it will contiibute to peace 
and secu1ity even beyond the Korean 
Peninsula. 

As you have just mentioned, the 
agreements reached during the first 
inter-Korea talks have failed to be 
implemented. What are the potential 
obstacles the two sides have to overcome 
to truly carry out the joint declaration 
this time? 

Because of the long division of the 
peninsula, there has not been sufficient 
trust and confidence between the two paits. 
Occasional incidents really created many 
obstacles in cai-rying out the first summit 
agreement. Dming the last seven yeai·s, 
exchanges and cooperation have been 
much widened and deepened. On the basis 
of this, No1th Koreans and South Koreans 
have been able to deepen their mutual 
trnst. Now on this basis, the two leaders 
have agreed on many detailed agreements. 
Therefore, I'm quite confident that the 
implementation process will be much 
smoother than before. 

What are the key factors that may 
adversely affect the true implementation 
of the joint document signed at the latest 
round of the six-party talks in Beijing? 

Again, I'm optimistic. I do not want to 
look at the negative side or obstacles. As a 
matter of principle, you should always 
look at the positive side to implement this 
six-paity agreement. This is again one step 
forwai·d towai·d the denucleaiization of the 
Korean Peninsula. It contains many impor
tant elements in furtheiing the denu
cleaiization process; for example, disabling 
these nucleai· facilities with the eventual 
dismantlement of all nucleai· facilities and 
mate1ials. This is a very imp01tant agree
ment. I'm very much encouraged by the 
agreement of the six-paity talks. This is 

aft' 
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much further on the basis of 
~ the Februaiy agreement this 
~ year. 

You once said you 
have a soft ear. Some peo
ple have interpreted soft 
ear as a kind of soft stand . . 
What's your comment? 

When you reach the age 
of 60, you should be able to 
have the good wisdom to lis
ten to everybody's views and 
concerns ai1d you should 
make your own judgments 
in the most reasonable and 
objective way. In Asian cul
ture, imp01tant virtues ai·e 
modesty and soft speaking. 
That should not be misun
derstood as a lack of com
mitment, lack of leadership, 
lack of energy or dynainism. 
This softness is sort of a 
style of one's behavior. But I 
have made decisive deci
sions whenever a c1itical sit-
uation comes. • 

BLUE HELMETS FROM CHINA: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon talks on August 1 with two Chinese 
peacekeepers stationed in Haiti. They are part of the fifth Chinese peacekeeping force that has helped 
m_aintain peace and stability in the country 

(Reporting by \¼mg Ga11gyi, 
1-\i-mg Ya11jucm a11d Chen iH?ll 

fivm New York) 
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