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U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Services
Office of Public Information

United Nations, N.Y.

(For use of information media — not an official record)

Press Release SG/1358
26 October 1962

TEXTS OF MESSAGE FROM ACTING SSCRETARY-GENERAI, U THAKT

TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND HIS REPLY

25 October 1962

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to transmit the enclosed

message to the President of the United States, John F. Kennedy,,

Sincerely yours,

U Thant
Acting Secretary-General

H.E. Mr. Adlai E. Stevenson
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
United States Mission to the United Nations
United Nations Plasa,
New York, NoY.

25 October 1962

Message to President Kennedy

I have today sent a further message to Chairman Khrushchev expressing my grave

concern that Soviet ships already on their way to Cuba might challenge the

quarantine imposed by your government and produce a confrontation at sea between

Soviet ships and United States vessels, which could lead to an aggravation of the

situation, I have also stated that what concerns me most is the fact that such a

confrontation and consequent aggravation of the situation would destroy any possi-

bility of the discussions that I have suggested as a prelude to negotiations on a

peaceful settlement. I have accordingly expressed to him my earnest hope that

Soviet ships already on their way to Cuba might be instructed to stay away from the

interception area for a limited time only, in order to permit discussions of the

modalities of a possible agreement which could settle the problem peacefully in line

with the Charter of the United Nations.

(more)
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In continuation of my message of yesterday and my speech before the Security

Council, I would now .like to appeal to Your Excellency that instructions may be issued

to United States vessels in the Caribbean to do everything possible to avoid direct

confrontation with Soviet ships in the next few days in order to minimize the risk

of any untoward incident. If I could be informed of the action taken by your

government on the basis of this appeal, I could inform Chairman Khrushchev that I

have assurances from your side of your cooperation in avoiding all risk of an

untoward incident. I would express the further hope that such cooperation could be

the prelude to a quick agreement in principle on the basis of which the quarantine

measures themselves could be called off as soon as possible.

U Thant
Acting Secretary-General

MESSAGE FEOM PRESIDENT KBMEDY 25 October 1962

Excellency:

I have the honor to transmit a reply from the President of the United States to

your message to him of 25 October:

"I have your further message of today and I continue to understand

and welcome your efforts for a satisfactory solution. I appreciate and share

your concern that great caution be exercised pending the inauguration of

discussions.

"If the Soviet Government accepts and abides by your request "that

Soviet ships already on their way to Cuba...stay away from the interception

area' for the limited time required for preliminary discussion, you may be

assured that this government will accept and abide by your request that our

vessels in the Caribbean Tdo everything possible to avoid direct confrontation

with Soviet ships in the next few days in order to minimize the risk of any

untoward incident.' I must inform you, however, that this is a matter of

great urgency in view of the fact that certain Soviet ships are still

proceeding toxrard Cuba and the interception area.

(more)



-3- Press Release SG/1358
26 October 1962

"I share your hope that Chairman Khrushchev will also heed your appeal

and that we can then proceed urgently to meet the requirements that these

offensive military systems in Cuba be withdrawn, in order to end their

threat to peace. I must point out to you that present work on these systems

is still continuing."

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Adlai E. Stevenson

His Excellency
U Thant,
Acting Secretary-General
of the United Rations

* *** *
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TEXgS OF MESSAGE ?P.OM ACTING SECRETARY-GENERAL U THACT

TO PRESIDENT, KENNEDY AND HIS REPLY

25 October 1962

I would be grateful if you would "be so kind as to transmit the enclosed

message to the President of the United States,, John F, Kennedy„

Sincerely yours,

U Thant
Acting Secretary-General

H.E. Mr. Adlai E, Stevenson
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
United States Mission to the United Nations
United Nations Plaza,
New York, N.Y.

25 October 1962

Message to President Kennedy

I have today sent a further message to Chairman Khrushchev expressing my grave

concern that Soviet ships already on their way to Cuba might challenge the

quarantine imposed by your government and produce a confrontation at sea between

Soviet ships and United States vessels, which could'lead to an aggravation of the

situation. I have also stated that what concerns me most is the fact that such a

confrontation and consequent aggravation of the situation would destroy any possi-

bility of the discussions that I have suggested as a prelude to negotiations on a

peaceful settlement. I have accordingly expressed to him my earnest hope that

Soviet ships already on their way to Cuba might "be instructed to stay away from the

interception area for a limited time only, in order to permit discussions of the

modalities of a possible agreement which could settle the problem peacefully in line

with the Charter of the United Nations.

(more)
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In continuation of my message of yesterday and my speech before the Security
t
Council, I would .now .like to appeal to Your Excellency that instructions may be issued

to United States vessels in the Caribbean to do everything possible to avoid direct

confrontation with Soviet ships in the next few days in order to minimize the risk

of any untoward incident. If I could be informed of the action taken by your

government on the basis of this appeal, I could inform Chairman Khrushchev that I

have assurances from your side of your cooperation in avoiding all risk of an

untoward incident„ I would express the further hope that such cooperation could be

the prelude to a quick agreement in principle on the basis of which the quarantine

measures themselves could be called off as soon as possible.

U Thant
Acting Secretary-General

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT KE.MEDY 25 October 1962

Excellency:

I have the honor to transmit a raply from the President of the United States to

your message to him of '25 October:

"I have your further message of today and I continue to understand

and welcome your efforts for a satisfactory solution. I appreciate and share

your concern that great caution be exercised pending the inauguration of

discussions.

"If the Soviet Government accepts and abides by your request 'that

Soviet ships already on their way to Cuba...stay away from the interception

area1 for the limited time required for preliminary discussion, you may be

assured that this government will accept and abide by your request that our

vessels in the Caribbean 'do everything possible to avoid direct confrontation

with Soviet ships in the next few days in order to minimize the risk of any

untoward incident.' I must inform you, however, that this is a matter of

great urgency in view of the fact that certain Soviet ships are still

proceeding toward Cuba and the interception area.

(more)
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"I share your hope that Chairman Khrushchev will also heed your appeal

and that we can then proceed urgently to meet the requirements that these

offensive military systems in Cuba be withdrawn, in order to end their

threat to peace. I must point out to you that present work on these systems

is still continuing."

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Adlai E. Stevenson

His Excellency
U Thant,
Acting Secretary-General
of the United Nations

* *** *


