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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIE3 ' . .. 
M: in File 

INTER OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Reference No. 801- 16-4/hg 

Date ~ March 1948 

TO: Dr. Pt otit;ch, deetiF:i.ty Cetll'\eil Affah s, 

FROM: Office of the Chief, 
Communications and Records Service. 

( 

SUBJECT: Roce1.ved From: Yongjeung Kim, Pres . 
Korean Affairs Institute, 
1029 Vermont :venue , NW', 
, ·ashington, D.c. 

It is thought that your Department may wish to see 
this communication before any action is taken on it. 

Will you please indicate in the appropr iate space 
below how you consider the communication should be 
disposed of. 

Please note that this memorandum should not be 
separated from the communication. 

1. If no a-ction of any kind 1a needed, INITIAI.S DATE ---------please return this memorandum with 
the communication attached and 
initial here ........•.••........•. : 

2 . If no action is needed, but you wish INlTIAIS ---------DATE 
a formal acknowledgement of receipt 
to be sent, please return thi s memo­
randum. with the communication 
attached and initial here .•••••.••.. 

3. If you wish to submit a draft r eply =INI'--=-T....;IALS"-------'"DA __ TE_ 
to be sent out from the Executive 
Office of the Secretary-General, 
please attach the draft to those 
papers and return them after 
ini tialling here •..•..••••••••....•• 

4 • Please use the space below if you wish to make any further 
observations on the disposal of the communication or if you 
wish to state what other action you consider should be taken. 
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. NO .. U.e, / . . __, . .. 
NAME IN l:'9. H " • • • 

KO~l!A N AF f AIJ R,S I ~S1i'T1i" lUJ1' r!UBJ. IN:i .. , ....... . 

A NON - PRO FI T ORGAN I ZAT ION -- MAF. 2 1~;§ 
\K&A: ' 

1029 V E RM ON T A VE. * .. ~/ T ELEPHONE: 
NORTHWEST *I,. N ATIONAL ~ 

.. * 
"s)eAH>td, t 9-Aaa'Mn.,, 

WASt-llNGTON 5, D.C . 

His Excellency Trygvie Lie 
Secretary General of the United Nations 
Lake Success, New York 

My aear Mr . Secretary General: 

March 1, 1948 

May I take the pleasure of informing you that 
the following cablegram has been sent to His Excellency 
M~nuel Roxas, President of the Philippine Republic: 

ASSOCIATED PRESS REPORTS SE ATOR M.ELICIO ARR.ANZ , 
PHILIPPINE DELRGATE TO UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON 
KOREA , ON FEBRUARY 27 OVER PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT RADIO, 
ADVOCATED WAT UNITED STAT:ES ESTABLISH MILITARY Al\'ll) 
NAVAL BASES IN KOREA. IF THIS REPORT IS CORRECT, 
THE SENATOR IS NOT THE PRO-PER PERSON TO SERVE EITHER 
THE INTERESTS OF KOREA, WHILE SHE IS BEING MADE TO 
SUFFER BECAUSE OF SOVIET- AMERICAN DISCORD., OR THE 
INTEBESTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN ITS STRUGGLE TO 
:ti'l.AINTAIN HARMONY IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. HIS 
ATTlTUDE WILL ONLY AGGRAVATE FURTHER SOVIET-AMERICAN 
DIFFERENCES IN KOREA. IN VrEN OF TEE PHILIJ?PINE 
REPUBLIC ' S EXPRESSED DESIRE FOR THE FREEDOM OF KOREA, 
I AM TAKING THE LlBERTY OF BRINGING THE MATTER TO 

) - YOUR EXCELLENCY'S ATTENTION FOR YOUR PROPER CONSIDERA­
TION. A COPY OF TRIS CABIEGRAM lS BEING SENT TO 
HIS 'EXCELLENCY TRYGVIE LIE, SECRETARY GENERAL OF 'IHE 
UNITED NATIONS . 

Respeettully yours, 

jeu 
sident 

KOREAN AFFAIRS INSTITUTE 
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On behilf or the eqr taq-Gener&l. o_f the 

United at.ion , I ha11e tb• honour to aclc-

nowled the rece1 ot yov leitwi- of 20 

Dec b~ 1947, tranmttin& a neolut.1on 

adopt• bf' th lorean Ohr1etiaa Co~oil. 

·sart u Pr tice, Jr. , eq., 
.\dndn1 ■trative retary, 
Oomisaion ot the Churcbe• 

_.--c>n I.ntema.tional A.tfair•• 
297 PCJU.11'.h Avenu•-

ev York 10, .I. 
ee 
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THE KO,REA~ OMMISS!9]11 
4 16 COLUMBIAN BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 1. O . C . 

OEC 

December 26, 1947 

Dr . Victor Hoo 
Temporary Commission on Korea 
United Nations 
Lake Success, New York 

Dear Dr Hoo : 
- --

Accept my sibcere appreciation for your kindness 
shown upon my recent call. I wish you a very happy 
holiday season. 

I have just returned to Washington and have 
already shipped to your office in Lake Success to 
following reference materials on Korea , by Railway 
Express Special Delivery. I understand that they 
should be delivered on Saturday, December 27th, or 
on Monday at the latest. I hope they will arrive in 
time so that you will be able to take them with you 
to Korea to be distributed to the various members of 
the Temporary Commission. 

25 copies 
25 copies 
25 copies 
24 copies 
24 copies 
24 copies 
24 copies 
24 copies 
24 copies 

National Program of Korea. 
Speech by Dr . Syngman Rhee . 
Speech by B. C. Limb. 
nnivided Korea" - a pamphlet. 
"The Occupation of Korea11 - a pamphlet. 
"Korea Looks Ahead" - a booklet. 

nThe Russians Came to Korea'' - a book. 
"Korean Language Guide" - a booklet. 
"Korean Phrase Book" - a booklet. 

If there is anything further I could do to be of 
service, please do not hesitate to let me know at any 
time. 

Again I most sincerely wish you and the Commission 
all the successes in the world in your noble task for 
Korea . \ 

Yours sinc~rely , 

B. C. Limb 

19 7 
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.. UNrl'ED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

INTER OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Bef~ nce No. 801-16-4/'HG 

.... 
Date 5 January 194,8 

TO: Department of ~ecurity Council Affairs 

FROM: Office of the Chief, 
Communications and Records Service. 

SUBJECT: Received From: CommissioJl of the Churches on International Affairs, 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y., dated 20 Dee. 1947 

It is thought that your Department may wish to see 
this communication before any action is taken on it. 

Will you please indicate in the appropriate space 
below how you consider the connn.unication should be 
disposed of • 

Please note that this memorandum should not be 
separated from the connnunication. 

1. If no action of any kind is needed, 
please :return this memorandu:m with 
the communication attached and 
initial hel''e .......... .... ........ .. . 

INITIAI.S DATE 

DATE 2. If no action is needed, but you wish INITIALS 
a tonn.al aclmowledgement of receipt --------­
to be sent, please return this memo-
randum with the communication ~f/J 
attached and 1n1t1a.l here •••••••••• •vv, 

DATE 3 • If you wish to submit a draft reply INITIALS ---------to be sent out f'rom the Executtve 
Of fice of the Secretary-General, 
please attach the draft to theae 
papers and return them after 
ini tiall ing here ••••••••••••••••.••• 

4. Please use the space below if you wish to make any further 
observations on the disposal of the coI!'Dllunication or if you 
wish to state what other action y0u consider should be taken. 



... 

... 

(. 

DH~wa,::i;.ic D FORMAL ACKNOWLEDGEMEN.T ~ 
i!ON TO 
couNCIL 

i.,O•• t, H 
IJ\; rl-\t\ l Mti'ft 

- - ~--
Mr.MORANDll 
lN ~ORvlAil. 

11 ,·ro I 
I t-'l.; . t " , t ' ,\ !ION l 

::,P~ 1 ..,R r..,: no,, 

.. 

f 



-
COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Established by 

The World Councii of Churches 
and 

The International Missionary Council 

KENNETH G. GRUBB, C.M.G . (London) 
~..,,. Exeouti ve Chairman 

0. FREDERICK NOLDE (New York) 

297 Fourth Avenue 
New York 10, New York 

~'!liltft~ofliredor 

SARTELL PRENTICE (New York) December 20, 1947 
Administrative Sec re tory 

The Honorable Trygve Lie, Secretary-General 
The United Nations 
Lake Success, New York 

Dear Sir: 

L:l, 24 1947 

At the request of the Korean Christian Council, I 
take pleasure iri transmitting to you' the following resolution 
adopted some months ago by that body: 

SP:HA 

"The National Christian Council of Korea 
approved the Marshall proposal sent to the 
United Nations concerning Korea. We hope 
this proposal may be quickly realised and 
are grateful to the General Assembly or the 
United Nations for its efforts relative to 
the problems in Korea.N 

Very truly you.rs, 

Sartell Prentice, Jr. 
Administrative Secretary 

e 
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626 East 50th Street 
Los Angeles, California 
December 20, 1947 

The Honorable Trygve Lie 
Secretary General of the United Nations 
The United Nations Headquarters 
Lake Success, New York 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We are enclosing herewith copies of various 

articles which we are today mailing to members of 

the United Nations Korean Commission. 

Yours very trul y, 

~)flz)~ 
Choon Ho Penn 

Representing the American 
Committee to Aid the Korean 
Federation of Trade Unions 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

AN RESEARCH COUNCIL 

PUBLISHER AND EDITOR 

KOREAN RESEARCH 6ULLETIN 

SAE WOON CHANG, PH. C. 
REF. NO.. • .~. 
NAME IN • •••• 
SUBJ. INO .•. 

Hon. Trygve Lie 

1287 WEST 36TH STREET 

LOS ANGELEs 7 cALIF. 

" 

Secretary General of the u. N. 
the General Assembly of the U. N. 
Lake Succe.s s, N. Y. 

Sir: 

t\llj',, 

November 24, 1947. 

I am glad to learn that the American proposal on Korea 
has been adopted overwhelmingly by the Gen•ral Assembly of the 
United Nations. 

Since the Korean independence resolution is a major 
test case in the Far East for the preatlge of the United Nations, 
the plan hae to be carried out successfully not only for the sake 
of th• Korean people, but also for the future prestige of the 
United Nations. 

a 
May I offer an opinion torAsuceesaful outcome of the 

plan? The Temporary Commission on Korea will surely need a roup 
ot competent experts on Korea. As a suggestion, at least, three 
or four Koreans should be. included in that grou~ ; the Koreans 
must be well -educat.ed, politically impartial, and sound-minded 
persona. 

!he Qommiseion should bring with it it.a own Korean staff 
from this country, instead of choosing some from the Koreans in 
Korea, or borrowing some of those serving American authorities 
1n Korea, in order not to arouse any eusp1o1ous feelings of many 
divergent Korean fact i ons in Korea. 

In case you need such Koreans a~ mentioned in this letter, 
please 1 t me know it, I will try my best to help you in selc~­
ing the best qualified persons. 

I h~ve the honor to remain 
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Reference No. 
801-16-4/FS 
Date 27 Nanunber 1 947 

TO: Administrative & General Division, 
Security Council Affairs. AJ-109. 

/ Office of the Chief, 
Corotmnications and Records Service. 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Communication dated 24 November 1947, received from 
Sae Woon Chang, Ph. D. 1287 West 36th Street, Loe Angeles 7, 
Calif o mia. 

It is thought that your Department may wish to see this 
comnunication before any action is taken on it. 

Will you please indic&te in the appropriate space below 
how you consider the colllI!lunicatiM. should be dis~osed of. 

Please note that this memorandum should not be separated 
from the communication. 

.V . 
I 

/ 

1. If no action of any kind is needed, 
please return this memorandum with 
the cozrenunication attached and 

INITIALS DATE 

initial here. . . . . . . ... 

2. If no action is needed, but you wish 
a form~'j_ acbowledgement of receipt 
to be sent, pl•2a.ae return this memo­
randum with the oorr,!lnmication 
a~tache~ and initial. here . . •.. 

3 . If you wish to eubmi t a draft reply 
to be sent out from tb.e Executive 
Office of the Secretary-General, 
pJ.ease e.ttach the draft to ~hese 
papers flt td J:•f;brn them after 
ini'tiaJlin~ lLare • • • • • • • • • 

~ 
INITIALS DATE 

). 
INITIALS DATE 

4 . Please use the space below if you wish to inake any further 
o-oservationa on the disposal of the cornm.unication or if you 
wish to state what other action you consider should be taken • 

. •· 
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626 East 50th Street 
Los Angeles, California 
November 23, 1947 

The United Nati ons Temporary Commission on Korea 
The United Nations General Assembly 
Flushing Meadow, New York 

Your Excellency: 

Now that the United Nations General Assembly has adopted its 
Political and Security Canmittee's Resolution regarding accelerating 
earliest realization of Korean independence, we, the undersigned, on 
behalf of the Korean Federation of Trade Unions, would like to take 
the liberty of submitting herewith to Your Excellency our humble 
suggestions in relation to the f orthcaning elections which are 
scheduled to be held in Korea by March 31, 1948, under the supervi­
sion of a United Nations Canm1ssicn on Korea. 

It is by no means our intention to dispute either merits or 
demerits of the present action taken by the United Nations General 
Assembly; rather, we .reali.ze efforts put forth by the Assembly for 
the cause of Korean independence must be appreciated at least by 
the Korean people in consideration of enormous difficulties of the 
As em y 's task in nature in this con nee tion. For the United 
Nations General Assembly can ot be expected always to discover a 
formula with which every party concerned may be f lly satisfied. 
It is, however, much to be regretted that the United Nations General 
sssembly was canpelled to adopt the present action without inviting 
elected repre sen ta ti ves of the Korean people to its dis cuss ions 
on the political future of their own country am people and de­
spite its inability to arrive at an accord with the Soviet Union, 
a power which along with the United States 1s destined to have a 
direct and vital bearing upon Korea 1 s future. 

Assuming the United Nations, in accordance with its Assem­
bly's decisions, wruld send in the near future a canmissioo to 
Korea in connection with the elections, we have the honor of attrac­
ting your attention to enclosed mimeographed copies of the texts of 
two important documents: 1) The Text of the Korean Democratic 
National Front's Platform on Election, issued on January 22, 1947; 
and 2) The Text of the Korean Democratic National Front's Statement 
on Definitiop of the pro-Japanese Korean Collaborators and National 
Traitors, issued in February, 1946. The reason why we attach great 
importance to these two documents is that they represent, we are 
convinced, universal and democratic aspiration_ cf the masses of 
the Korean people. In other words, the absolu te majority of the 
Korean people want a new, democratic, united people's Korea. By a 
people's Korea we mean a Korea which can guarantee a better life for 
those Koreans who were persecu~ed under Japanese tyranny and not a 
Korea of a small minority of the privileged classes, most of whom 
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U. N. Temporary Comm. ... 2 11-23~47 , 

are the proven pro..;Ja:panese collaborators· and national traitors. 
The truth of the matter is that in Southern Korea these collaborat.ors 
and national traitors' ·are indulged in an orgy of tyranny against the 
democratic forces in their desperate attempt to halt democratic 
tidal waves; ther.e being many tens of thousands of democratic Korean 
patriots, including .trade union members, writers, · newspapermen, 
teachers, lawyers, students, who are in jail throll;ghou t ~ou thern 
Korea without any decent reasons. It may be noted in. this connec­
tion that the Korean Federation of Trade Unions and the Korean 
Democratic National Front in Southern Korea, the two largest organi­
zations in Korea which represent the genuine will of the Korean peo­
ple, hc:i.ve been forced to go underground owing to barbarous .outrages 
being committed by terrorist .bands (a counterpart of Hitler's storm 
troops) led by Dr. Syngman Rhee, the ''spiritual'' leader of Korean 
nat.ional traitors, and Kim Koo, under the conniving American occu­
pation authorities. For instance, forty-five ''elected" m.embers of ' 
the so-called Southern Korea Legislative Assembly, most . of whom are 
followers of Dr. Rhee ., were elected last year through frauds and 
terrorism. This is a proven fact, which even Lieut. Gen. John R. 
Hodge, American Military Commarrler in Korea, himself admitted. 

The po,int at issue is that in the event elections are held in 
Southern Korea under the prevailing condi tions--that is, with 
thousands of democratic leaders and patriots confined in fail and 
with terrorism and rampancy of Dr • . ·Rhee's fascist .gangs left un­
checked, there is little likelihood that their outcome represent 
the true will of the Korean people. Such an election will merely 
turn out to be a smoke-screen covering a conspiracy of Korean 
national t .raitors to set up a separate government in Southern Korea 
against the genuine will of th~ Korean people, unless all democratic 
leaders in jail are released and permitted to participate in it with 
all the proven pro-Japanese collaborators and na tionaL traitors com­
pletely excluded. . In this ~espect we hereby submit to your Excellen­
cy the texts of the Korean Democratic National Front's statements for 
your perusal and consideration, for we are f:t.rmly convinced that 
thorough enforcement of the principles con ta:lned in these documents 
will eventually succeed in bringing about earliest unification be­
tween Southern and Northern Korea. Therefore, we suggest: 

•. 1. THAT ALL THOSE DEMOCRATIC PATRIOTS, WHO HA VE BEEN JAILED 
IN SaJTHERN KOREA SINCE U. S. OCCUPATION FOR POLITICAL REASONS, 
SHOULD IMMEDIATELY BE RELEASED AND .PERMITTED FREELY TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS WITHOUT DANGERS OF PHYSICAL HARMS. 

2. THAT ELECTIONS SHCULD BE HEID ON THE BASIS OF THE PRIN­
CIPLES UNDERLYING THE KOREAN DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL FRONT'S PLATFORM 
ON ELECTION, AND ALL THE PROVEN PRO-JAP!NESE COLLABORATORS AND 
NATIONAL TRAITORS EXCLUDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE KOREAN DEMOCRATIC 
NATIONAL FRONT'S DEFINITION OF COLLABORATORS AND TRAITORS. 

/ 
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u. N. Temporary Comm. - 3 11-23-47 

3. THAT THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION, ON ITS ARRIVAL IN 
SOUTHERN KOREA, SHOJLD CONSULT, JUSTLY AND FAIRLY, WITH ALL QUALIFIED 
REPRESENTATIVES OF BOTH RIGHT AND LEFT POLITICAL PARTIES AND SOCIAL 
ORGANIZATIONS WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION OR PREJUDICES. 

4. THAT AS SOON AS ELECTIONS ARE COMPLETED, THE OCCUPYING, 
FORCES IN KOREA SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN AS SPEEDILY AS POSSIBLE. 

5. THAT ALL MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SHOJLD "REFRAIN 
FROM INTERFERING IN TEE AFFAIRS OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE DURING THE 
INTERIM PERIOD PREPARATORY TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF KORF.AN INDEPEN­
DENCE, EXCEPT IN PURSUANCE OF THE DECISIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; 
AND THEREFORE. • • REFRAIN COMPLETELY FROM ANY AND ALL ACTS DEROGA­
TORY TO THE INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF KOREA." 

We remain 

Respectfully yours, 

~ .¥/-,) £~, 
Choon Ho Penn 

~~L Wi am Lee 

Representing the American Committee 
of . the Kor~~-~""~d __ :,.,__ qp _Q ~ 
UR!"8n , · 
626 East 50th Street, 
Los Angeles, California 
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TEXT OF THE KOREAN DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL FRONT'S PLATFORM 

ON ELECTION IN KOREA 

Transfer of Local Admini~trative Power 

With regard to the recent decision by the American Military 
Government to transfer the loca 1 administrative pcrwer to the local 
autonomous machinery through the people's elections, the Korean 
Democratic National Front is wholeheartedly in favor of it. 

The reason we are in favor of this measure taken by the 
American Military Government is that we can expect am hope that the 
American Military Government will reflect the will of the Korean 
people and comply with their demams, since it has reached decision 
to transfer the local administrative power to the people. If the 
local administrative power is to become one which truly represents 
the people, its form must, first of all, be shaped according to the 
free will of the people and it must be what the people want. Sec­
ondly, elections mu.st be caused to be held on the basis of a progres­
sive democratic election system which enables the people to parti­
cipate in elections freely and equally. Thirdly, in order that such 
an election may be held, an environment and conditions mu.st be pre­
pared. 

In the event elections are held before these absolutely nec­
essary conditions have been prepared or in tre event the local ad­
ministrative power is transferred to the machinery which has been 
created as a result of anti-democratic elections, this w111 mean 
nothing but extension of the reality of Southern Korea as it is. 
Not only that, this will be an act deceiving the people's eyes and 
masquerading in the name of the people. 

front's Demands 

From this standpoint we, the Korean Democratic National Front, 
in the name of the Korean people, advocate the most fair and reason­
able points regarding the loca 1 elections as follows, for we declare 
we are in readiness to cooperate immediately with the American Mili­
tary Government in the local elections and participate positively in 
them, provided the American Military Government sincerely recognize 
and put into execution our demands: 

l. The Korean people unanimously demand that the local ad­
ministrative power be completely transferred to the people's com­
mittees, and hope that the people's committees will be constituted 
as a result of elections based on universal, equal, direct, and s e­
cret ballots. We are dead against a local administrative system 
consisting of provincial governors and provincial consultative 
bodies. We have already experienced such a system under the Japan­
ese regime, for the Korean people hate it. Inasmuch as this system 
aims at enforcing compulsorily the dictatorship of the privileged 
classes and the bureaucracy behind the mask of elections and the 
people's will, we are flatly opposed to it. It will therefore 
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absolutely be impossible to improve the actual conditions if t h~s 
system is maintained. And if this system is maintained, elections 
will completely pale into insignificance. It must be remembered 
the people's committees -had been created shortly after Korea's lib­
eration. That is, they constitute the political machinery organ­
ized by the Korean people before the arrival of the U.S. occupation 
troops in Southern Korea. This machinery is by no means accidenta 1 
nor is it a political form imported from abroad. 

The people's committees are a historical culmination of the 
Korean people's liberation movement; they were created purely by 
initiatives of the masses of the Korean people; and their. political 
form is popular in nature and most suitable to a democratic Korea. 
Not to mention an epochal success of elections for the people's 
committees, recently held in Northern Korea, the reasons why the 
Korean people in Southern Korea are so ardently insistan-c upon 
transferring political power to the people's committees and why 
their demand is so earnest are fully understandable if the success 
of the elections in Northern Korea is taken into account. As a 
matter of fact, the Korean people want to make their country a 
people's republic of democracy, and they demand that all political 
power of the republic from bottom up be retained in the people's 
committees. This is why the Korean people shortly after Korea's 
liberation brought into being the people's committees in all parts 
of the country. And this is why the Korean people established the 
government of the people's republic on September 6, 1945, and sol­
emnly proclaimed it to the world. 

Therefore, the Korean Democratic National Front, in its dec­
larations, platform and slogans, has to date been insisting on 
transferring politic al, power to the people's committees in ·c ompli­
ance with democratic demands and desires of the Korean people. 

Korean Reactionaries' Traitorous Intrigues 

2. An extremely minority group cf the Korean reactionaries 
is opposed to the transfer of political power to the people's com­
mittees and hindering the establishment of a government of the 
people's republic. Most of those who constitute this group are the 
former pro-Japanese collaborators who positively collaborated with 
Japanese imperialism in oppressing and robbing the Korean people. 
The Korean reactionaries with the former pro-Japanese collaborators 
at the forefront are flattering the American Military Government 
to conceal their crimes committed against the Korean people and con­
cocting intrigues of all descriptions against the left-wing political 
parties, social organizations, workers, peasants, Glerks and intel­
lectuals in their endeavor to obtain c onfidence from the people. 

They are enemies · of the Korean people. They are disparag-
ing the democratic parties and socia1. organizations, intriguing to . 
caus e split and even collision between them and the American Military 
Government. Furthermore, they are plotting to cause the abolition 
of the Moscow Decision and take advantage of this to seize political 
power to oppress and exploit the Korean people as they did under the 
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Japanese rulers. These enemies of the democratic Korea undeT the 
subterfuge of the so-called 11 anti-trusteeship" tried to deceive the 
Korean people and came out to the surface decla~ing themselves . 
against the Moscow Decision on Korea. For the Moscow Decision is a 
decision against these people's eneruies--the collaborators, national 
traitors and reactionaries, its ai1a being to clean up all the rem"! 
nants of the virus of the Japanese regime by establishing a demo­
cratic Korean government arrl restor in~ an independent Korean na­
tion under friendly assistance and help of the four powers (trustee­
ship) for a short period. In other words, the Moscow Decision is 
completely compatible with the interest of the Korean people. 

Through intrigues and maneuvers against the Moscow D'ecision 
the reactionaries as well as the pro-Japanese collaborators caused 
the breakdown of the U. S.-Russian Joint Commission meetings and de­
layed the establishment of a unified democratic Korean government. 
Despite this, they are conspiring to shift the responsibility to 
others for the failure of the Joint Commission, 

Strange as it may seem, the American Military Government is 
not only putting confidence in such reactionary and ant.1-people 
elements, but also it is supporting them. On the contrary, the 
Korean Democratic National Front which represents several million 
of the Korean people and which reflects patriotic demands and demo­
cratic aspirations of the Korean people is being shunned and opposed 
to by the American Military Government. We don't see any reason 
whatever for the American Military Government to take such an atti­
tude toward the Korean Democratic National Front. To tell you the 
truth, had the American Military Government listened to views of 
the Korean Democratic Na ti onal Front, it would have obtained. full 
confidence and respect from the Korean people and fulfilled all its 
tasks far more easily. Only by depending upon all democratic po­
litical parties and social organizations under the leadership of the 
Korean Democratic National Front the American Military Government 
could have accomplished all its tasks. Therefore, the local elec­
tions should be held after the issue regarding exclusion of the 
pro-Japanese collaborators and national traitors has sternly been 
thrashed out, so that they may not repeat the prece_dent set by the 
elections for the Southern Korea Interim Legislative Assembly. 

P~ople's Committees 

3. As the local administrative power the people's committees 
should be constituted as a result of universal, equal, direct, and 
secret ballot. In other words, with the exception of the former 
pro-Japanese collaborators, national traitors, insanes, profiteers, 
and brazen ex-convicts, all Koreans of 20 years old and upward in 
Southern Korea must have the right to elect and to be elected re­
gardless of creeds, period of residence, intellectual levels, social 
stature, and properties. Also, women must be granted the equal 
right with men to elect and to be elected. 

4. The central election committee should be entrusted with 
the task of holding elections for the local administrative machinery; 
the committee to be consisted of representatives of all political 
parties and social organizations. The committee should work out 
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details regarding regulations and rules of the elections. 

5. Candidates for the local administrative mach1ner:,· should 
be elected from each electorate, and the right to elect gr2.nti:1d to 
all political parties and social organizatj ons, •.-1ork rs ani peasants, 
clerks and intellectuals, and landowners, merchants and businessmen 
in Southern Korea. 

6. For all the political parties and social organizations 
the freedom of making election campaigns for the elected candidates 
should fully be guaranteed. For thi3 purpose all the political 
parties as well as the entire people must immediately be guaranteed 
the freedoms of speech, press, assembly, association and demonstra­
tions. 

?. All those democratic patriots and fighters who have been 
imprisoned on the charge of having participated in the leftist 
movement should immediately be set free. At the same time, for all 
the:$ e connected with the recent strikes and the people's uprising 
of October, 1946, which were caused by the economic distress of the 
people, an order for their universal release should be issued. 
Also, they must be guaranteed the possibility of participating in 
the elections. Unless this is carried out, there will be no demo­
cratic election in which people can participate. 

8. In connection with elections for the local government an 
election committee for each "Do" (province) , ushi 11 (city) , ''Gun" 
(county) and "Myenu (town) should be organized; this committee to 
consist of representatives of the political parties, social organi­
zations, industrial plants, government and public offices, and 
farmers. Each electorate should have this committee. 

9. A people's committee elected as the local regime should 
have full powers in the locality where it is located while its mem­
bers should be granted an inviolable right. And it must assume re­
sponsibilities in front of the higher people's cotnrni ttees and 
electors. 

Reaso~ for Failure of Legislature 
10. The lower people's committees should obey to the higher 

people's committees. Until the establishment of a democratic 
Korean provisional government based on the Moscow Decision, the 
provincial people's cornmi ttees should obey either to the American 
Military Government or to the Central Election Committee which will,. 
pro tern, execute responsibilities of a central political regime in 
Southern Korea. In the elections for the so-called Southern Korea 
Interim Legislative Assembly the Korean people did not participate. 
The masses of the Korean ~e?ple refuse to recogni ze the Legislature, 
for ell the left-wing pol1. t1cal parties and social organizations 
without exception have not participated in it. More than that even 
part of the right-wing political parties and organizations not to 
mention all the leftists, voiced opposition to the Legislature. 
Therefore, the body cannot receive recognition from the people. 
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The elected people I s committee in 11 D0" (province), 11Sh."l. 11 

{city) . "Gun'' ( county) and "Myen" ( town) under the direction of the 
Amer ic~n Military Government should immediately launch demo.:!ra tic 
reforms in Southern Korea. (The democratic reforms should i n clude an 
ordinance on land reform for distributi on of those confis cated 
lands to peasants w.i. thout compensati on; un ordinance regarding 
clerks of transpor t ation, communica ti ons, banks which belong to the 
category of enemy properties; an ordinance for equality between 
men and women; an ordinance for protection of the private proper­
ties; an ordinance for encouragement of the individual initiatives 
for commercial development, etc.) 

11. The Central Election Committee as well as all other 
similar committees in "Do" (province) , "Shill (city, "Gun" ( county) 
an:1 "Myen'' (town) should include at least 50 per cent of those 
representing the politic al parties and social organizations affili­
ated with the Korean Democratic National Front. Election expenses 
should be defrayed by the American Military Government .. 

If our aforem.entioned insistence is carried out and the con­
ditions of our demand are complied with, the Korean Democratic 
National Front repeatedly declares its sincerity and p:repara.tions 
to cooperate positively with the American Military Government in 
connection w.ith the local elections. In the event the Korean Demo­
cratic National Front participates in the elections, all the poli­
tical parties and sccial organizations under its leadership will 
elect their common candidates and elect them in all electorates. 
And even those politica.1 parties and social organizations not affi­
liated with the Korean Democra t ic National Front can have our will­
ing cooperation for an united action, provided they are in favor of 
our election platform. 

THE KOREAN DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL FRONT 

Co-chairmen: 

Hur Hun .. chairman of the Southern 
Korea Labor Party; Park Hun Young, 
genera 1 secretary of the Korean 
Communist Party; Lyuh Woon Hyung, 
cha irman of the Korean Peop l e I s Party; 
Kim Won Bong, head of the Korean 
Revolutionary Party; Lico Young Choen 
chairman of the All-Korea Women ' s 
League; Kim Ki Chun, chairman of the 
Chung Woo Da~g; Roy. Kim Chang Choen, 
re present a t ive of the Korean Christ­
ians; §.ung Choo Shik, ffong Nam Pyo, 
Pac}i: Yong H,:1,, Chung No Shik, !li!!! 
s~~?. Sook, Chang Keun Sang and Lee Yu 
Sun,.,. . ~ --~ 

Seoul, Korea 
January 22, 1947 
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TEXT OF THE KOREAN DEl OCRATIC NATIONAL FRONT'S STATEMENT 
ON THE PRO-JAPANESE KOREAN COLLABORATORS AND 

NATIONAL TRAITORS 

The problem of pro-Japanese Koreans and national traitors is 
of paramount importance in connection with all the works of con­
str~eting a state, i.e., the formation of the Democratic National 
Front, the establishment of a political regime, the enjoyment of 
the right to vote and to be elected, and the stipulation ot the 
scope of confiscating properties. Rejection and even 11qu1det1on 
or the pro-Japanese Koreans and hational traitors are an ardent 
demand of our people today. At the same time, this is an important 
task in connection with the world-wide fight to eradicate the rem­
nants of fascism. This task. also has come to the forefront in the 
process of constructing a state, People, too, have a correct grasp 
of the historical significance of this task, while in the democratic 
camp this task is bravely yet persistently being carried out. 

H~wever, without clear and concrete stipulations regarding 
the pro-Japanese Koreans and national traitors there is fear of 
bringing· about a chaos of ~h~ public sentiment. Particularly at 
this juncture when the entire national strength is being concen­
trated upon the democratic line, a clear-cut stipulation reg~rding 
this problem is urgently required. o,· 1ng to lack of these stipu­
lations as well as of propaganda regarding them two dangerous ten­
dencies make their appearance, Firstly, the scope of the stipula• 
tions regarding the pro-Japanese Koreans and national traitors 1s 
fixed too narrowly or too widely. Secondly, though some cases r.1ay 
be excluded from this scope es a matter of course after taking 
circnmstances into account, one tends to be desperate with an ex­
treme misunderstanding and fear of them. These two dangerous ten­
dencies should be overcome ad liquidated as speedily as possible. 

f.t~nciple§ 

In stipulating concretely the pro-Japanese Koreans and 
national traitors a profound end minute care must be taken in prin­
ciple as follows: 

1. Against the ringleaders of pro-Japanese Koreans and 
national traitors as well as deliberately malignant criminals, a 
merciless campaign should be carried out. 

2.. Amo.ng those who have shown their pro-Japanese tendency 
some might have committed such crimes owing to the necessity of 
livelihood and unavoidable circumstances. Such persons should be 
treated with tolerance from the standpoint of brotherly love. We 
must bear in mind that most of those suspected of being pro-Japanese 
and national traitors belong to this category. 

3, 
their past 
the course 
knowledge, 

In the event persons belonging to this category subject 
crimes to a strict self-criticism, practice and follow 
of liquidation with a pr11dent attitude, and offer their 
skill and ability 11th a partiotic loyalty for the 
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construction of a democratic state, we ~ill be tolerant enough to 
welcome them, for even this group should be utilized as a factor 
for the construction of a new state. 

4. It is absolutely a taboo to be dominated by a revengeful 
feeling against the past or by individual's like and dislike, but 
every judgment should be coldly made on the basis of correct and 
concrete proof as well as all circumstances and connections. The 
voice of people should be made a fundamental condition for this 
judgment and a data for reference. 

Stipulations 

With this fundamental care, determination to punish merci­
lessly, and magnanimity of tolerance we stipulate concretely the 
pro-Japanese Koreans and ~ational traitors as follows: 

1. Pro-Japane.se is the general name of those who consciously 
collaborated ryith Japanese imperialism. 

2. National traitors are pointed out as the worst elements 
even among these pro-Japanese. But even those ,ho do not belong 
to the category of pro-Japanese, if they after the liberation of 
Korea have positively destro•1ed the construction of democracy, 
piloted and guided terroristic gangs, and committed and instigated 
terroristic action against the democratic organizations, belong to 
the category of national ~raitors. 

3. Pro-Japanese and national traitors prior to the August 
15th liberation: 

a. Traitors who sold Korea to Japanese imperialism and 
those connected with them. 

b. Titled persons, advisers and councilors of the Privy 
Counc.il for the Japanese governor-general in Korea ,3nd government­
appointed members of the provincial and prefectural councils. 

c. High officials during the rqgime of Japanese imperialism 
(bureau directors of the Japanese government-general and provincial 
governors). 

a. High officers of police and gendarmerie (police in­
spectors and the rank of officer), 

e. Malignant elements of military, secret, political police 
(even those below the rank of police inspector and officer who have 
become the target of people's grievances). 

f. Those who were responsible for the secret espionage of 
military, secret and political police. 

g. Those extremely malignant elements throughout administra­
tion, judicature and police ~,ho became the target of people's griev­
ances. 



h. Those theoretical and political leaders in connection 
with the Japanization movement, the Japanese-Korean coalescence 
movement, as well as the problems of voluntary soldiers, conscrip­
tion of student soldiers, rescripts, and compulsory adoption of 
Japanese names in place of Korean ·names. 

i. Those who were responsible for war industries. 

j. Principal responsible leaders of fascistic organizations 
for assisting war ("Dai Wi Dam, 11 ' 'Il Sim Hoi, 11 "Rok Ki Ryun Maing," 
"Il Chin Hoi," "Kook Hin Hyup Hoi," "Chong Ryuk Ryun Maing," and 
"Dai Wha Dong lfa ing" ) • 

4. National traitors after the August 15th liberation: 

a. Those who organize terroristic gangs or who are pulling 
wires behind them or helping them, as well as those who actually 
commit terroristic action, with the object and demolishing demo­
cratic organizations or assassinating democratic leaders. 

b. Those who through speeches, radio broadcasts, and pub­
lications are instigating inflicting harm upon patriotic leaders 
and their families. , 

c. Officials who without reasons arrest, jail and slaughter 
democratic leaders and those ,,rho destroy all democratic institutions. 

_ d. Those 1}11ho gi v.e rise to such unfortunate incidents by 
misinforming the American Hilitary Government and M.P.s. 

e. Those illegally profiteering merchants who buy a large 
amount of commodities from the vanquished Japanese imperialistic 
troops and repatriating Japanese, constantly disturb the national 
economy through black markets 1=1nd ruin the livelihood of the masses. 

If th~se concrete stipulations regarding the standard of 
pro-Japanese and national traitors are nechanically applied, this 
will most likely give rise to abuse lacking fairness~ therefore, 
under this standard these stipulations Lust be enforced by·relat­
ing them dexteriously to the concrete envitonment and Pith the 
freedom of elasticity and .initiative through the assembly of the 
masses. 

THE KOREAN DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL FRONT 

Seoul, Korea 

February, 1946 


