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Note to the Chef d~ Cabinet 

Standoff between China and the Philippines in the South China Sea 

1. On Wednesday, 25 April2012, at 6:15pm, the Director ofthe Division for 
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, received an urgent visit 
by the Legal Advisor of the Permanent Mission of China, Ms. Xiaomei Guo, at her 
request. 

2. Following her instructions from the capital, Ms. Guo stated that the purpose of 
her visit was to brief the Secretariat about the recent standoff between China and the 
Philippines in the vicinity of the Huangyan Island in the South China Sea. According to 
Ms. Goa, twelve Chinese fishing boats, which were in the lagoon of that island, were 
seized and harassed by the Philippine Naval forces on 10 April2012. Two Chinese 
Government marine surveillance ships were sent to the site to protect the fishermen. 
Eventually, the Chinese fishing vessels were allowed to leave the area but the standoff 
continued between the Chinese Government vessels and the Philippine Naval vessels. 

3. Ms. Guo reiterated the position of China that Huangyan Island was "an integral 
part" of Chinese territory and that China had "indisputable sovereignty" over the island. 
She illustrated that entitlement by references to various historic events. She stated that 
the sovereignty claim by the Philippines, based on the location of the island within its 
200 nautical-mile exclusive economic zone, had no support in the law of the sea, as it 
was contrary to the legal principle that "land dominates the sea". 

4. Ms. Guo further stated that China had made efforts to de-escalate the situation 
and held bilateral consultations with the Philippines. For China, the issue is a purely 
bilateral one. However, alarmed by a recent call by the Philippine Foreign Secretary to 
other countries to take a stand regarding the South China Sea, China considered it 
important to advise the Secretariat of its position. Ms. Guo expressed China's 
expectations that the Secretariat would remain impartial, stressing the sensitivity of the 
matter. 

5. An illustrative map showing the island is attached for ease of reference. 
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c, The boundaries, maritime limits and names 
shown and the designatio~s used on this 
map do not imply official endorsement or 
acceptance by the United Nations . 
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SOUTH CHINA SEA -
HUANGYAN ISLAND 
Archipelagic baseline of Philippines 
deposited with Secretary-General 

Projection: Mercator 
Central Meridian: 11 5° E 

Latitude of True Scale: 10° N 
Datum: WGS84 

Scale: 1:10 000 000 
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