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2 April 1997

Dear General Abacha,

It was a great pleasure to meet you in Lome at
the Organization of African Unity meeting.

While the meeting focused primarily on the crisis
in the Great Lakes Region, particularly in Eastern
Zaire, it provided an excellent opportunity for us to
exchange views on the urgent problems facing our
continent. Your personal participation in the Summit
Meeting and especially your efforts during the
meetings with the representatives of the Government of
Zaire and the Alliance of the Democratic Forces for
the Liberation of Congo-Zaire (AFDL) were a clear
manifestation of your commitment to finding a solution
to the fratricidal conflict in the Great Lakes Region.
Your leadership provided the meeting with the impetus
needed to move the peace process forward in Eastern
Zaire.

While the meeting did not end with the
announcement of a date of a cease-fire and
commencement of direct negotiations between the
parties to the conflict, it nevertheless achieved
significant results. It was important in this regard
that the parties agreed on the principle of a
cease-fire and negotiations as well as a date on which
the announcement would be made regarding the
commencement of negotiations and the declaration of
the cease-fire. It was also important that the AFDL
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declared publicly that it was committed to maintaining
the territorial integrity of Zaire. These were indeed
significant achievements and certainly provided a
basis for Ambassador Sahnoun to pursue with renewed
vigour his efforts in assisting the parties to end
their conflict. I have no doubt that the
international community can continue to count on your
contributions to achieving peace in.this volatile sub-
region of our continent.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

Kofi A.




