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Article 1. 

LFor reasons 'stated in the accompanying Report, the 
text of Article 1 has been left in blank pending decision 
by The United Nations Conference at San Francisco..J: 

CHAPTER I 

Organization of the Court 

Article 2. 

The Court shall be composed of a body of independent 
judges, elected reg ardless of their nationality from 
amongst persons of high moral character, who possess the 
qualifications required in their respective countries for 
appointment to the highest judicial offices, or are juris­
consults of recognized competence in international law. 

Article 3. 

The Court shall consist of fifteen members no two of 
whom may be nationals of the same State or. Member of The 
United Nations. 

Article 4. 

(1) The members of the 
Court shall be elected by the 
General Assembly and by the 
Security Council of The United 
Nations from a list of persons 
nominated by the national 
groups in the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration, in accordance 
with the following provisions. 

(2) In the case of Members 
of The United Nations not 
represented in the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration, the lists 
of candidates shall be drawn 
up by national groups appointed 
for this purpose by their Govern­
ments under the same conditions 
as those prescribed for members 
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(1) The members of 
the Court shall be elected 
by the General Assembly and 
by the Security Council of 
The United Nations from a 
list of persons nominated 
in accordance with 
Articles 5 and 6. 

(2) The conditions 
under which a State whi ch 
has accepted the Statute 
of the Court but is not a 
Member of The United Nations. 
may participate in electing 
the members of the Court 
shaJl, in the absence of a 
special agreement, be laid 
down by the General Assenbly 



of the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration by Article 44 of 
the Convention of The Hague 
of 1907 for the pacific settle­
ment of . international disputes. 

(3) The conditions under 
which a State which has accept­
ed the Statute of the Court but 
is not a Member of The United 
Nations, may participate in 
electing the members of the 
Court shall, in the absence 
of a speciel agreement, be 
laid down by the General 
Assembly on the proposal of 
the Security Council. 

Article 5. 

(1) At least three months 
before the date of the election, 
the Secretary-General of The 
United Nations shall address a 
written request to the members 
of the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration belonging to the 
States ~~ich are parties to 
the present Statute, and to the 
members of the national groups 
appointed under Article 4 (2), 
inviting them to undertake, 
within a given time, by national 
groups, the nomination of 
persons in a position to accept 
the duties of a member of the 
Court. 

(2) No group may nominate 
more than four persons, not 
more than two of whom shall be 
of their own nationality. In 
no case may the number of 
candidates nominated by a 
group be more than double 
the number of seats to be 
fil led. 
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on the proposal of the 
Security Council. 

At least three months 
before the date of the 
election, the Secretary­
General of The United 
Nations shall address a 
written request to the 
Governments of Members of 
the United Nations and of 
States parties to the 
present Statute inviting 
each of them to undertake, 
within a given time, the 
nomination of a person 
of their own nationality 
in a position to accept 
the duties of a member of 
the Court. 



Article 6. 

Before making t hese 
nominations, each national 
group is recommended to 
consult its highest court 
of justice, its legal faculties 
and schools of law, and its 
netionel academies and national 
sections of international 
academies devotBd to the study 
of law. 

Article 7. 

. Jurist 75(59) 

Before making these 
nominations, each Govern­
ment is recommended to 
consult its highest court 
of justice, its legal 
faculties and schools of 
law, and its national 
academies and national 
sections of international 
academies devoted to the 
study of law. 

(1) The Secretery-General of The United Nations 
shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of all the 
persons thus nominated. Save as provided in Article 
12 (2), these shall be the only persons eligible. 

(2) The Secretary-General shall submit this list 
to the General Assembly and to the Security Council. 

Article 8. 

The General Assembly and the Security Council 
shall proceed independently of one another to elect 
the members of the Court. 

Article 9. 

At every election, the electors shall bear in 
mind not only that the persons to be elected should 
individually possess the qualifications required, but 
also that in the body as a whole the representation of 
the main forms of civilization and of the principal 
legal systems of the world should be assured. 
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Article 10. 

(1) Those candidates 
who obtain an absolute major­
ity of votes in the General 
Assembly and in the Security 
Council shall be considered as 
elected. 

Those candidates who 
obtain an absolute majority 
of votes in the General 
Assembly and in the Security 
Council shall be considered 
as elected. 

Article 11. 

If, after the first meeting held for the purpose of the 
election, one or more seats re~ain to be filled, a second 
and, if necessary, a third meeting shall take place. 

Article 12. 

(1) If, aft~r the third meeting, one or more seats still 
remain unfilled, a joint conference consisting of six members, 
three appointed by the General Assembly and three by the 
Security Council, may be formed at any time at the request 
of either the General Assembly or the Security Council, for 
the purpose of choosing one name for each seat still vacant, 
to submit to the General Assembly and the Security Council 
for their respective acceptance. 

(2) If the joint conference is unanimously agreed upon 
any person who fulfils the required conditions, he may be 
included in its list, even thrnJgh he was not included in the 
list of nominations referred to in Article 7. 

(3) If the joint conference is sati sfied that it will 
not be successful in procuring an election, those members of 
the Court who have already been elected shall, within a period 
to be fixed by the Security Council, proceed to fill the 
vacant seats by selection from amongst those candidates who 
have obtained votes either in the General Assembly or in the 
Security Council. 

(4) In the event of an equality of votes amongst the 
judges, the eldest judge shall have a casting vote. 

Article 13. 

(1) The members of the Cour t shall be elected for nine 
years and ~ay be re-elected; provided, however, that of the 

75 -4-



.,. 

Jurist 75( 59) 

jw .•. 0 es electec1. at tlie f irst election, tiie teri.i s of five 
juclues sllall expL'e 2.t t11e enc.i. of t hree years and t li~ terms 
of five uore jucces shall expire a t the end of six years . 

( 2) The judc;es whose terms are to exDire at the end of 
t he above uen tioned initial :1'.) eriods of three and six yea.rs 
sh2.ll be chosen by lot to be drawn by the Secretc1ry-G-enerc1 l 
of The United Nations imnedi2tely a.fter the first election 
has been comr)leted. 

(3) The members of the Court shall continue to discharge 
their duties until their places have been filled. Though re­
placed, they shall finish any cases tfuich they may have begun. 

(4) In the case of the resignation of a member of the 
Court, the resignation shall be addressed to the President of 
the Court for transmission to the SecretRry-General of The 
United Nations. This l a. st notification makes the place vacant. 

Article 14. 

Vacancies shall be filled by the same method as that 
laid down for the first election, subject to the following 
p ro.vision: the Secreta.ry-General of The United Nations shall, 
within one month of the occurrence of the vacancy, proceed 
to issue the invitations provided for in Article 5, and the 
date of the election shall be fixed by the Security Council. 

Article 15. 

A member of the Court ele~te~ to replace a member tfuose 
·terr.1 of off ice has not exp iI•ed shall hold off ice for the i-·e­
i",iainde r of his predecesso:.~ 1 s term. 

Article 16. 

( 1) No meraber of the Court ma.y exercise any political 
or aduinistrative function, or engage in any other occupa­
tion of a profe ss iona l nature. 

( 2) Any doubt on this 11o int shall be settled by the 
decision of the Court. 

Article 17. 

(1) .No member of the Court may act as agent, counsel 
or advocate in any case. 
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(2) No memb~~ may ~articipate in t he decision of any 
case in which he b,a{:$ 9revj.ously ~aken part as agent, counsel 
or advocate for one of the gentestipg parties, or as a mem­
ber of a national or inter_112.t _i.onal (ifouF,-t J p~ of a commission 
of enquiry, or in any othep capacit.y. - ·- " ... 

( 3) Any dou.ot on this po_in~ sha_!! 9e 9ettltd by the 
decision of the Court. 

Article 18. 

( 1) No L1euber of the Court -9a~ bf: dismissed unless, in 
the unanimous opinion of tl:e other membei;,s, he has ceased to 
fulfil the required con(.,t.i t ions. ' -

(2) Forr.1al notificat ion -t:-iereof shall 'ue rnade to the 
• j 

Secret ary-General of The United 1:c1.t~ons by the Registrar. 

(3) This .notificBtion m2kes the f.)iace vacant. 

Article 19. 

The members of the Court, when enga6ed on the business 
of the Court, shall enjoy c.iplomatic privileges and imnunities. 

/subject to reconsideration after provisions on the 
same sub~ect have been adopted for incorporation in the 
Charter./ 

Article 20. 

Every member of the Court shall, before taking up his 
duties, make a solemn declaration in open Court that he Nill 
exercise his powers impartially and conscientiously. 

Article 21. 

(1) The Court shall elect its President and Vice­
President for three years; they may be re-elected. 

(2) It shall ap~oint its Registrar and may provide 
for the appointr;1ent of such other officers as may be neces­
sary. 

Article 22 . 

( 1) TLe seat of ti.e Cou ~_,-'c shall be esta.blished at 
The Ha6ue. TJ~~is, :couever, shall not ·, Jrevent the Co"'J.rt from 
sitting 2.nd e::ercisinc; its functions elseHLere wl1enever the 
Court considers it desirable . 
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(2) The President and Registrar shall reside at the 
seat of the Court. 

Article 23 • 

(1) The Court shall remain permanently in session, 
except during the judicial vacations, the dates and duration 

, of which shall be fixed by the Court. 

(2) Members of the Court are entitled to periodic 
leave, the dates and duration of which shall be fixed by 
the Court, having in mind the dis.tance between The Hague 
and the home of each judge. 

(3) Members of the Court shall be bound, unless they 
are on regular leave or prevented from attending by illness 
or other serious reasons duly explained to the President, 
to hold themselves permanently at the disposal of the Court. 

Article 24. 

(1) lf, for some special reason, a member of the Court 
considers tha~ he should not take part in the decision of a 
particular case, he shall so inform the President. 

(2) If the President considers that for some special 
reason one of the members of the Court should not sit on a 
particu~ar case, he shall give him notice accordingly. 

(3) If in nny such case the member of the Court and the 
President disagree, the matter shall be settled by the decision 
of the Court. 

Article 25. 

(1) The full Court shall sit except when it is expressly 
provided otherwise. 

(2) Subject to the condition that the number of judges 
availa~le to constitute the Court is not thereby reduced 
below eleven, the Rules of Court may provide for allowing 
one or more judges, according to . circumstances and in rota­
tion, to be dispensed from sitting. 

(3) Provided always that a quor½m of nine judges shall 
suffice to constitute the Court, 

Article 26. 

(1) The Court may from time to time form one or more 
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chambers,.· composed of t r : o or mor '.J juclge s p. s t 'le Court may 
determine, for dealing with particula r categories of cases; 
for example , l abor case s and cas es rela ting to transit end 
commu:1icEttions. 

(2) The Court may a t fl.ny time form a cha.mber for 
de aling with a particul2r case. The number of Judge s to 
constitute such a chamb Er shall be de t ermined by the Court 
~1th t h e approval of the partie s. 

(3) Ca s e s sh2 ll be hc2 rd and determined by the chambers 
provided for in this Article if the p arties so request. 

-Art iclo 27 • . 

A judgrn(, nt given by 2.ny of the chE,mb crs pr ovided for 
in Articles 26 .s nd 29 shall be a judgment r t,; nd E,, r t:. d by the 
Conrt. 

Article 28. 

The chamb r:rs provided for in Art iclc s 26 2.nd 29 may, 
uith the consent of t he p artics,sit and exercise~their functions 
else"'here than at The Ha.gue o 

Article 29. 

With a vi ew to tho s~co dy dispa tch of bus ines s, the 
Court shall form annually a che.mbe r com:posc d of five judges 
which, a t the r eque s t of t ho p2.rti cs, may hee.r a.nd determine 
ce.s 8 s by summary procodurE), ln addition, t uo judge s shall 
be sele ct ed for t h0 purpose of r cpl Pc-ing judge s who find it 
impo s s ible to sit. 

Article ;30. 

(1) Tho Court sha.11 fr ame rul 0s for carrying out its 
functions. In particular, it she ll l ay down rul0s of pro­
cedure. 

(2) The Rul e s of the Court m8.y Drovide for as sessors 
to sit with the Court or 1-rith any of its chamb er s , without 
the right to vote. 

Ar-ticle 31 . 

(1) Judcc s of the na tionality of ee ch of the contesting 
parti8s sl1&ll r ct s.in their ri6ht to sit in the case before tho 
Court. 
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(2) If the Court includes upon t~e Bench a judge of 
the nationality of one of the parties, any other party may 
choose a person to sit as judge. Such person shall be 
chosen preferably from among those persons who have been 
nominated as candidates as nrovided in Articles 4 and . 5. 

(3) If the Court includes upon the Bench no judge of 
the nationality of the contesting ~arties, each of these 
parties may proceed to choose a judge as: provid6d in para­
graph (2) of this Article. 

(4) The provisions of this Article shall apply to the 
case of Articles 26 and 29. In such cases, the President 
shall reques t one or, if necessary, two of the members of 
the Court forming the chamber to give place to the members 
of the Court of the nationality of the parties concerned, 
and, failing such or if they are unable to be present, to 
the judges specially appointed by the parties. 

(5) Should there be several parties in the same inter­
est, they shall, for the ~urpose of the Dreceding ,revisions, 
be reckoned as one party only. Any doubt upon this point 
shall be settled by the decision of the Court. 

(6) Judb'es chosen as laid down in ]mr2.6 r c1vhs (2), (0) 
an ~ (~ ) of this Article shall fulfil the conditions re­
quired by Articles 2, 17(2), 20 and 24 of the 9resent 
Statute. They sh2.ll take part in the decision on terms of 
co□~;lete equa lity Hi th t heir coll ea [;ue s. 

Article 32. 

(1) Each member of the Court shall receive an annual 
scS.lery . 

. (2) The President shall receive a special annual 
allowance . 

(3) The Vice-President shall receive a speci~l allow-
2.nc e for every da.y on r,rhich he acts as President. 

(4) The judges a.:ppointed under Article 31, other . than 
menbers of the Court, shall receive _indemnities for each da.y 
on 1,rhich they exercise their functions. • 

(5) These salaries, allowances and indemnities shall be 
fixed by the General ~ssembly of The United Nations. They 
ma.y not be decreased during the term of off ice. 
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(6) The salary of the Registrar shall be fixed by the 
General Assembly on the proposal of the Court. 

(7) Regulations made by the General Asse~bly shall fix 
the conditions under which retiring pensions may be given to 
members of the Court and to the Registrar, and the conditions 
under which members of the Court and the Registrar shall have 
their traveling expenses refunded. 

(8) The above salaries, indemnities and allowances shall 
be free of all taxation. 

Article 33. 

The expenses of the Court shall be borne by The United 
Nations in such a manner as shall be decided by the General 
Assembly. 

CHAPTER II 

Competence of the Court 

Article 34. 

(1) Only States or Members of The United Nations may 
be parties in cases before the Court. 

(2) The Court, subject to and in conformity with 
its Rules, may request of publtc international organiza­
tions information relevant to cases before it, and shall 
receive such information presented by such organizations 
on their own ~nitiative. 

-
Article 35. 

(1) The Court shall be open to the Members of The 
United Nations and also to State s parties to the present 
Statute. 

(2) The conditions under which the Court shall be open 
to other States shall, subject to the special provisions 
contained in treaties in force, be laid down by the Security 
Council, but i n no case shall such conditions place the 
parties in a position of inequality before the Court. 

( 3) When a State whic1" is not a Member of The United 
Nations is a partv to a case, the Courtsht ll fix the arrount 
which that party is to contrtbute towards the expenses of the 
Court. This provision shall not apply if such State is 
bearing a share of the expenses of the Court. 
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Article 36. 

,LThe Committee sub□its two alternative texts of this 
Article since the opinion of the members of the Committee 
was divided on the selection of one or the other~/ 

.L[l) The jurisdic­
tion of the Court comprises 
all cases which the parties 
refer to it and all matters 
specially provided for in 
the Charter of The United 
Nations of in treaties Pnd 
conventions in force. 

(2) The Members of The 
United Nations and the States 
parties to the present Statute 
may at any time declare that 
they recognize as compul~ory 
ipso facto and without special 
agreement, in relation to 
any other Member or State 
accepting the same obligation, 
the jurisdiction of the Court 
in all or any of the classes 
of legal disputes concerning: 

(a) the interpretation 
of a treaty; 

(b) any question of 
international law; 

(c) the existence of 
any fact which, if 
established, would 
constitute a breach 
of an international 
obligation; 

(d) the nature or ex­
tent of the repara­
tion to be made for 
the breach of an in­
ternational obliga­
tion. 

(3) The declaration re­
ferred to above may be made un­
conditionally or on condition 
of reciprocity on the part of 
several or certain Members or 
States, or for a certain time. 
75 -11-

.L[l) The jurisdic­
tion of the Court comprises 
all cases which the parties 
refer to it and all matters 
specially provided ·for in 
the Charter of The United 
Nations .or in treaties end 
conventions in force. 

(2) The Members of The 
United Nations and States 
parties to the present Statute 
recognize as among themselves 
the jurisdiction of the Court 
as compulsory ipso facto and 
without special agreement in 
any legal dispute concerning: 

(a) the interpretation 
of a treaty; or 

(b) any question of 
international law; or 

(c) the existence of 
any fact which, if 
established, would 
constitute a breach 
of an international 
obligation; or 

(d) the nature or ex­
tent of the repara­
tion to be made for 
the breach of an tn­
ternational obliga- ­
tion. 

(3) In the event of a 
dispute as to whether the 
Court has jurisdiction, the 
matter shall be settled by 
decision of the Court~? 



(4) In the event of a 
dispute as to whether the 
Court has jurisdiction, the 
matter shall be s ettled by_ 
the decision of the Court~/ 

Article 37. 

Jurist '75( 59) 

When a treaty or convention in force -provides for the 
reference of a matter to a tribunal · to be instituted by 
the League of Nations or by The United Nations, the Court 
shaJ.l be such tribunal. 

ffiubject to reconsideration after the adoption of a 
text of Article 1~7 

Article 38. 

(1) The Court shall apply: 

(a) International conventions, whether general 
or particular, establishing rules expressly recognized by 
the cont esting States; 

(b) International custom, as evidence of a 
general practice accepted as law; 

(c) The general principles of law r ecognized 
by civilized nations; 

(d) Subject to the Drovisions of Article 59, 
judicial decisions and the teachings ~f the most highly 
qualified publicists of the various nations, as sub­
sidiary means for the determination of rules of law. 

(2) This provision shall not prejudice the powe r 
of the Court to decide a case ex aeguo .§...!_ bono, if the 
parties agree thereto. 

CHAPTER III 

Procedure 

Article 39. 

(1) The official languages of the Court shall be French 
and English. If the parties agree that t he cas e shall be con­
ducted in French, the judgment shallbe delivered in French. If 
the parties agree that the case shall be conducted in English, 
the judgment shall be delivered in English. 

(2) In the absence of an agreement as to which language 
shall be employed, each party may , in the pleadings, use 
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the language which it prefers; the decision of the Court 
shall be given in French and English. In this case the 
Court shall at the sarie time determine which of the two 
t~xts shall be considered ~s authoritative. 

(3) The Court shall, at the request of any party, 
authorize a language other than French or English to be 
us ed by tha.t party. 

Article 40. 

(1) Cases ere brought before the Court, ~s the case 
may be, either by the notification of the special agree­
ment or by a written application addressed to the Regis ­
tra.r. In either case the subject of the dispute and the 
contesting parties shell be indicated. 

(2) The Registrar shall forthwith communicate the 
application to all concerned. 

(3) He shall c1.lso notify the }lfembers of The United 
Nations through the Secretary-General and also any States 
entitled to appear before the Court. 

Article 41. 

(1) The Court shall have the power to indicate, if 
it considers thc=i.t circums ta.nce s so require, any provisional 
measures which ought to be taken toY)!'eserve the respective 
rights of either party. -

(2) Pending the final decision, notice of the measures 
suggested shall forthwith be given to the parties and the 
Security Council. 

.trticle 42. 

(1) The parties shall be r epresented by agents. 

( 2) They ma.y hP.ve the assistance of counsel or advo­
cates before the Court. 

Jsticle 43. 

(1) The procedure shall consist of two parts: written 
and oral. 
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(2) The written proceedings she.11 consist of the com­
munication to the Court and to the parties of Memorials, 
Counter-Memorials and, if necessary, Replies; also all 
papers and documents in support. 

(3) These communications shall be made through the 
Registrar, in the order and within the time fixed by 
the Court. · 

· (4) A certified eopy of every document produced by 
one party shall be communicated to the other party. 

(5) The oral nroceedings shall consist of the hear­
ing by the Court of witnesses, experts, agents, counsel 
and advoca.tes. 

Article 44. 

(1) For the service of all notices upon pe~sons 
other than the agents, counsel and advocates, the Court 
shall apply direct to the government of the State upon 
whose territory the notice has to be served. 

(2) The same provision shall apply 1rrhenever steps 
are to ·be taken to procure evidence on the spot. 

Article 45. 

The hearing shall be under the control of the 
President or, if he is unable to preside, of the Vice~ 
President; if neither is able to preside, the senior 
judge present shall preside, 

Article 46. 

The hearing in Court shall be public, unless the 
Court shall decide otherwise, or unless the parties 
demand that the public be not admitted. 

Article 47, 

(1) Minutes sh@-11 be made at each hearing, and 
signed by the Registrar and the President. 

(2) These minutes alone shall be authentic, 
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Article 4S~ 

The Court shall make orders for the conduct of the 
case, shall decide the form and time in i·rhich each party 
mus t conclude its arguments, and make all arrangements 
connected ·with the t aking of evidence. 

Article 49, 

The Court may, even before the hearing begins, call 
upon the agents to produce any document, or to supply any 
explanations. Formal note shall be tal~en of any refusal. 

Article 50. 

The Court may, at any time, entrust a.ny individual, 
body, . bureau, commission or other org2.nization that it 
may select, wi th the task of cerrying out an eno_uiry or 
giving an expert O?inion. 

Articl E' 51. 

During the hearing any relevrnt questions 2.re to be 
put to the witnesses and experts under the conditions 
l a id dm•rn by the Court in the rules of procedure referred 
to in Article 30. 

Article 52. 

After the Court has received the proofs and evidence 
r,rithin the time specified for the purpose, it may refuse 
to aoce:9t a.ny further or2l or written evidence that one 
perty may desire to present unless the other side con­
sents. 

Article 53. 

(1) Whenever one of the parties does not appear 
before the Court , or _ fails to defend his case , the other 
party may call uyon the Court to dec ide in f avor of his 
claim. 

(2) 'rhe Court must, before doing so, s 2tisfy itself, 
not only that it i1ns juri sdiction in accordance with 
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Articles 36 and 37, but also that the clPim is well 
founq ed in f?ct P-nd l aw. 

Article 54. 

(1) 1Vhen, subject to the control of the Court, the 
agents, Pdvocat es and counsel hPve comple ted their presen­
t a tion of the cPse , t he Pre sident shall declPr e the he? ring 
closed. 

(2) The Court shall withdr?w to consider the judgment. 

(3) The deliber2tions of the Court shall teke place in 
priv?te ~nd r em8in secret. 

J.. rticle 55. 

(1) All questions shall be decided by a mPjority of 
the judge s pre sent. 

( 2) In the e'lrPnt of Pn eouali ty of vote s, the Presi­
dent nl the judge who acts in his pl2c e shall have a casting 
vote . 

Frticle 56. 

(1) The judgment shall st2te the reasons on which it 
is ba s ed. 

(2) It shall conta in the nPme s of the judges who have 
taken part in t he dec ision. 

£.rticl e 57. 
If the judgment doe s not r epresent in whole or in 

part the unanimous opinion of t he judge s, any judge shall 
be entitled to deliver a s epPra t e opinion. 

f_ rticle 58. 

Th e judgment shall be s i gned by the Pre sident and by 
the Registra r. It shell be r ead in open Court, due notic e 
h2ving been given to t he agents. 
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Arti c l e 59. 

The decision o f the Court - has no binding force 
exc e pt between the parties and in respect of that 
particular case • 

Article 60 . 

The judgment is fina l ar . .d without app eal. In the 
event of dispute as to the meaning or scope of the judg­
ment, the Court shall construe it upon the request of 
any p arty. 

Articl e 61. 

(1) An application for revision of a judgment may be 
me.de only when it is based upon the discovery of· some 
fact of such a nature as to be a decisive factor, which 
fact was , when the judgment was g iven, unkno1.~n to the 
Court and also to th£ party claiming revision, always 
provided that such ignorm1ce was not due to negligenc e . 

(2) The proceedings for revision shall be opened by a 
judgment of the Court expressly recording the existence 
of the new fact, recognizing that it has ruch a charac­
t e r as to l ay the c ase open to revision , and declaring 
the application admissible on this ground . 

(3) The Court may r equ ire previous co mpliance with the 
terms of the judgment before it admi ts proceedings in _ 
revision. 

(4) The app lication for revision must be made at latest 
within six months ,of the discovery of the new fact. 

(5) No application for r evision may be made after the 
lapse of ten years from the date of the judgment . 

Articl e 62 . 

(1) Should a State consider that it has an interest 
of a l egal nature which may be affected by the decision 
in the case , it may submit a r equest to the Court to be 
permitted to int e rvene. 
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(2) It shall be for the Court to decide upon this 
r equest. 

l rticle 63. 

(1) V\lhene7er the construction of a convention to which 
States other thc1.n those concerned in the case ci.re parties is 
in question, the Registrar shall notify all such States forth­
with. 

(2) Every StRte so notified has the right to intervene 
in the proceedings: but if it uses this right, the construc­
tion given by the judgment will be equally binding upon it. 

Article 64. 

Unless otherwise decided by the Court, each party shall 
bear its own costs. 

CHAPTER IV 

Advisory Opinions 

t rticle 65. 

(1) Qu es t i ons upon which the advisory opinion of the 
Court is asked shall be l a id befor e the Court by means of 
a written r equest, s igned cith8r by the Pre sident of the 
General t sse~bly or the President of the Security Council 
or by the Secretary-General of The United Nations unde r 
instructions from t he General Ass embly or the Security 
Council. 

(2) The r equest shall conta in an exact stat ement of 
the question upon which an opinion is r equired, and shall be 
accompani ed by all documents likel y to throw light upon the 
que stion . 

Article 66. 

(1) The Registrar shall forthwith give notice of the 
r eques t for c.n advisory opi ni on t o t he Members of The United 
Nat i ons, t hr ough the Secrct ary-Genere l of The United Nations, 
2.nd to any Sta t e s en:ti tled to 2.ppe2. r before the Court. 

(2) The Reg is t r a r sh2 ll al so , by means of a special 
and direct communic?tion , notify any Member of The United 
Na tions or St2 t e entitled to appea r before the Court or 
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internationa l organization cons idered by the Court (or, 
should tt not be s itting , by the Pres ident) as likely to be 
able to furnish informetion on t he que s tion, tha t t he Court 
will be prepar ed to r e ceive, within a time limit to be fixed by 
+he President, written statements, or to hea r, a t a public 
sitting to be held for the purpose, oral sta tements relating 
to the question. 

(3) Should any Member of T_hc; Uni t od Nations or Sta te 
entitled to e.ppear before the Court have f a iled to receive the 
special communica tion r ef erred to in paragraph (2) of this 
Article, such Member or State may express a de s ire to sub-
mit a written s t a tement, or to be heard; and the Court will 
decide . 

(4) Members, Sta tes, and organizations having pre-
sented written or oral s t a t ement s or both shall be permitted 
to comment on the s t e.tement s made by ot he r Members, States , or 
organizations in the f or m, to the ext en t and within the time 
limit s which the Court, or, s:10uld it not be s itting, the Pres­
i den t, shall decide in er.ch particul2..r case . Accordingly, 
the Regi s trar shall in due tir:10 communica te any such written 
s t a tements to Member s , St 2. t os , and organize.tions having sub-

'IIlit ted s imila~ statements. 

Article 67. 

The Court shall delive r its advisory opinions in open 
Court, notice having been given to the Secret ary-~eneral of 
The United Na.tions a nd to tho represent atives of Members of 
The United Nations, of Sta.t os and of interna tiona l organiza­
tion s immodi2.t e ly concerned. 

Article 68. 

In the exorci se of its advi sor y functions the Court 
shall further bo guided by t he provi s ion s of the present 
Sta tut e which al1ply in cont enti ous ce,ses to the extent to 
which it r 8cognizes them to be applicable. 

CHAPTER V 

Amendment 

Article 69. 

Amendment s to the present St e. tute shal l come into force 
for 2.11 Dartics t o tho Sta t ute. when they have been adopted 
by a vote of t i;•rn-thirds of t he membe rs of the Genera l Assembly 
and r atified in a ccordance wi t h t ho ir respective constitutional 
proce sse s by the Members of TLe Unit ed- Nations having permanent 
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membership on the Security Council and by a majority of the 
other parties to the Statute. 

,LThe ~bove text of 1rticle 69 was adopted to conform with 
-~ Chapter XI of the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals and subject to recon­

sideration if that text is changed~? 
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Article 1. 

/_For reasons stated in the accompanying Report, the 
text of Article 1 has been left in blank pending d~cision 
by The United Nations Conference at San Francisco~/ 

CHAPTER I 

Organization of the Court 

Article 2. 

The Court shall be composed of a body of independent 
judges, elected rege.rdless of their nationality from 
amongst persons of high moral charBcter, who possess the 
qualifications required in their respective countries for 
appointment to the highest judicial offices, or are juris­
consults of recognized competence in international law. 

Article 3. 

The Court shall consist of fifteen members no two of 
whom may be nationals of the same State or hlember of The 
United Nations. 

Article 4. 

(1) The members of the 
Court shall be elPcted by the 
General Assembly and by the 
Security Council of The United 
Nations from a list of persons 
nominated by the netional 
groups in thB Permanent Court 
of Arbitration, in accord2nce 
with the following provisions. 

(2) In the case of Members 
of The United Nat ions no t 
representee in the Permanent 
Ceurt of Arbitration, the lists 
of cendidetes shall be drawn 
Up by national groups appointed 
for this purpose by thcdr Govern­
ments under the same conditions 
as those prescribed for members 
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(1) The members of 
the Court shall be elected 
by the General Assembly and 
by the Security Council of 
The United Netions from a 
list of persons nominated 
in accordance with 
Articles 5 and 6. 

(2) The conditions 
under which 2 State which 
has eccepted the Statute 
of the Court but is not 2 

l':ember of The United Nation: 
may participate in electing 
the members of the Court 
shall, in the absence ~fa 
special agreement, be laid 
down by the Gener2l Assembl: 



of the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration by Article 44 of 
the Convention of The Hegue 
of 1907 for the pacific settle­
ment of intern~tional disputes. 

(3) The conditions under 
which a State which has accept­
ed the Statute of the Court but 
is not a Member of The United 
Nations, may participate in 
electing the members of the 
Court shall, in the absence 
of a speciel agreement, be 
laid down by the General 
Assembly on the proposal of 
the Security Council. 

Article 5. 

(1) At least three months 
before the date of the election, 
the Secretary-General of The 
United Nations shall address e 
written request to the members 
of the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration belonging to the 
States ~~ich are parties to 
the present Statute, and to the 
members of the national groups 
appointed under Article 4 (2), 
inviting them to undertake, 
within a given time, by national 
groups, the nomination of 
persons in a position to accept 
the duties of a member of the 
Court. 

(2) No group may nominate 
more than four persons, not 
more than two of whom shall be 
of their own nationality. In 
no case may the number of 
candidates nominated by a 
group be more than double 
the number of seats to be 
filled. 
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on the proposal of the 
Security Council. 

At least three months 
before the date of the 
election, the Secretary­
General of The United 
Nations shall address a 
written request to the 
Governments of ~embers of 
the United Nations and of 
States parties to the 
present Statute inviting 
each of them to undertake, 
within a given time, the 
nomination of a person 
of their own nationality 
in a position to accept 
the duties of a member of 
the Court. 



Article 6. 

Before making these 
nominations, each national 
group is recommended to 
consult its highest court 
of justice, its legal faculties 
and schools of law, and its 
netione.l academies and national 
sections of international 
academies devoted to the study 
of law. 

Article 7. 

Jurist 75(59) 

Before making these 
nominations, each Govern­
ment is recommended to 
consult its highest court 
of justice, its lege.l 
faculties and schools of 
law, and its national 
academies 2nd national 
sections of international 
academies devoted to the 
study of law. 

(1) The SecretEry-General of The United Nations 
shall prepare 2 list in alphabetice.l order of all the 
persons thus nominated. Save as provided in Article 
12 (2), these shell be the only persons eligible. 

(2) The Secretary-Genere.l shall submit this list 
to the General Assembly and to the Security Council. 

Article 8. 

The General Assembly end the Security Council 
shall proceed independently of one another to elect 
the members of the Court. 

Article 9. 

At every election, the electors shall bear in 
mind not only that the persons to be elected should 
individually possess the qualifications required, but 
also that in the body as a whole the representation of 
the main forms of civilization and of the principal 
legal systems of t he world should be assured. 
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Article 10. 

(1) Those candidates 
who obtain an absolute major­
ity of votes in the General 
Assembly and in the Security 
Council shall be considered as 
elected. 

(2) In the event of more 
than one national of the same 
State or Member of The United 
Nations obtaining an absolute 
majority of the votes of both 
the General Assembly and of 
the Security Council, the eld­
est of these only shall be 
considered as elected. 

Those candidates who 
obtain an absolute majority 
of votes in the General 
Assembly and in the Security 
Council shall be considered 
as elected. 

Article 11. 

If, after the first meeting held for the purpose of the 
election, one or more seats remain to be filled, a second 
and, if necessary, a third meeting shall take place. 

Article 12. 

(1) If, after the third meeting, one or more seats still 
remain unfilled, a joint conference consisting of six members, 
three appointed by the General Assembly and three by the 
Security Council, may be formed at any time at the request of 
either the General Assembly or the Security Council, for the pur­
pose of choosing one name for each seat still vacant, to submit 
to the General Assembly and the Security Council for their 
respective acceptance. 

(2) If the joint conference is unanimously agreed upon 
any person who fulfils the required conditions, he may be 
included in its list, even though he was not included in the 
list of nominations referred to in Article 7. 

{3) If the joint conference is satisfied that it will not 
be successful in procuring an election, those members of the 
Court who have already been elected shall, within a period to be 
fixed by the Security Council, proceed to fill the vacant seats 
by selection from amongst those candidates who have obtained 
votes either in the General Assembly or in the Security Council. 

(4) In the event of an equality of votes amongst the 
judges, the eldest judge shall have a casting vote. 

Article 13. 

(1) The members of the Court shall be elected for nine 
years and may be re-eiected; provided, however, that of the 
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jul.ues electec'l at tl1e :Ci:r·st election, ti.e ter,.js of five 
ju.C:~_es sl1all ex)i:..'e E.t tue enc.. of tl.r-ee :,ea:t·s c:.nd t :i. .. e te:c·rns 
of five uore jucces sl1a.l l exp ire 2.t tl:e end. of six years. 

(2) The judc;es whose terms a:-.~e to ex:}i!'.'e at the end of 
the B.bove .uentioned initial :,:rnriods o:f' three a.nd eix ;:ec1:-s 
sh2.ll be chosen by lot to be drawn by the SecretEiry-GeneI•.sl 
of The United Netions imr1edi2tely efter the first election 
ha.s been COTIP)leted. 

(3) The members of the Court shall continue to disch2.rge 
their duties until their vla .. ces have been filled. Though re­
,1aced, they shall finish any cases ~~ich they may have begun. 

(4) In the case of the resignation of a member of the 
Court, the resignation shall be addressed to the President of 
the Court for transmiss ion to the Secretary-General of The 
United Nations. This last notification makes the place vacant. 

Article 14. 

Vacancies shall be filled by the same method as that 
laid down for the first election, subject to the following 
provision: the Secret2ry-Qeneral of The United Nations shell, 
within one month of the occurrence of the vacancy, 9roceed 
to issue the invi te.tions provided. for in Article 5, and the 
date of the election shall be fixed by the Security Council. 

Article 15. 

A nember of the Court elec'::ec. to replace a me;i1be:" 1-rl::.ose 
terr,1 of off ice Las not expi:ced shall hold off ice f oi-· the i .. e­
;-,iainc.ler of llis prec.ecesso:.· 1 s term. 

Article 16. 

(1) No menber of the Court may exercise any ~olitical 
or adi:1inistrat i ve function, or engage in an;r other occu~)a­
tion of a professionel nature. 

(2) Any doubt on this '.1olnt sr~all be settled by the 
decision of the Court. 

Article 17. 

\ :.1 No r;iembe:r of the 
or advocate 1n any case. 
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( 2) No member may :1c'.rticiJc1.te in the decision of any 
case in which he has :-:,reviously talten part as acent , counsel 
or advocate for one of the contesting ~arties, or as a mem­
ber of a national or intern2,tional Court, or of a commission 
of enciuiry, or in any other calJaci ty. 

(3) Any douo t on this Joint shall be settled by the 
decision of the Court. 

Article 18. 

(1) No Ii1eu'oer of the Court can ·oe disr.1isseci. unless, in 
t}rn unanimous OlJinion o:t tl ... e ot i1e I' rnembe:;.-•s, lle ~las ceased to 
fulfil the require~ con~itions. 

( 2) Forr.ial not if ics. t ion t::..ereof sha.11 '.Je cade to the 
Secretary-General of The Un:;. ted 1;2,tions 'oy the :=-1e 5 istr2.r. 

(3) This notific2tion r:12:-rns the 1Jl2.ce vc1.c2.nt. 

Article 19. 

The merJlbers of tl1e Court, when enga{;ecl on the business 
of the Court, shall enjoy ~iplomatic ~rivileces and imr~niti~s. 

ffiubject to reconsideration after :!")rovisions on the 
same subJ,ect have been edolJted for incorpo:re.tion in the 
Ch2.rter. / 

Article 20. 

Every member of the Court she.11, before takin6 u9 his 
duties, make 8 solemn dec.la:c-ation in OI)en Court that he 1·rill 
exercise his :r:iowers ir.Tpartially and conscientiously. 

Article 21. 

(1) The Court shall elect its President and Vice­
President for three years; they may be re-elected. 

( 2) It sh2.ll a!JlJoint its He ; istrar a.nd may :::irovide 
for the appointr.1ent of such other officers as may be neces­
sary. 

Article 22. 

( 1) TL.e se2.t of ti~e Court shall oe est2blis~led at 
T;le Ha£:;UC. T::is, :"ouever, Ehall not · 1revent "G-lie Court f:;:•orn 
sitting 2.nd c::ercisin::; :2.ts :t1.1.nctions else1:!·~e:~e Hi. ... enF.cver the 
Court considers it ~es irable. 
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(2) The President and Registrar shall reside at the 
seat of the Court. 

Article 23. 

(1) The Court shall remain permanently in session, 
except during the judicial vacations, the dates and duration 
of which shall be fixed by the Court. 

(2) Members of the Court are entitled to periodic 
leave, the dates and duration of which shall be fixed by 
the Court, having in mind the distance between The Hague 
and the home of each judge. 

(3) Members of the Court shall be bound, unless they 
are on regular leave or prevented from attending by illness 
or other serious reasons duly explained to the President, 
to hold themselves permanently at the disposal of the Court. 

Article 24. 

(1) If, for some special reason, a member of the Court 
considers that he should not t 3ke part in the decision of a 
particular case, he shall so inform the President. 

(2) If the President considers that for some special 
reason one of the members of the Court should not sit on a 
particular case, he shall give him notice accordingly. 

(3) If in any such case the member of the Court and the 
President disagree, the matter shall be settled by the decision 
of the Court. 

Article 25. 

(1) The full Court shall sit except when it is expressly 
provided otherwise. 

(2) Subject to the condition that the number of judges 
available to constitute the Court is not thereby reduced 
below eleven, the Rules of Court may provide for allowing 
one or more judges, according to circumstances and in rota­
tion, to be dispensed from sitting. 

(3) Provided always that a quorum of nine judges shall 
suffice to constitute the Court. 

Article 26. 

(1) The Court may from time to time form one or more 
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chambers, composed of three or more judges as the Court 
may determine, f or dealing with particul ar categories 
of cases; f or example, .1. abor cases and cases relating 
to transit and communications . 

( 2 ) The Court may at any time form a chamber· 
for dealing with a particular case. The number of 
judges to constitute such a chamber shall be determi ned 
by the Court with the approval of the parties. 

(3) Cases shal l be heard and determined by the 
chambers provided for in this Article j_f the parties 
so request. 

Artic le 27. 

A judgment given by any of the chambor s provided 
for i n Art i cl es 26 and 29 shal l be a judgment r endorod 
by the Court. 

Article 28 . 

The chambers providod f or tn Articles 26 and 29 
may, with tho consent of tho parties, sit and exer­
cise thoir functions e · sowhor0 than at The Hague. 

Article 29 . 

With a view t o tho spcody dispatch of business, 
the Court sha\l f orm nnnua.1.ly a. chamber composod of 
five judges which, nt the roquost of the pa.11 ties, 
may hear and determine cnsos by sTu11mury procedure. 
In addition, two judges shall be selected for tho pur­
pose of replacing judges who f i nd it impos sible to sit. 

Art i cle 30. 

( l ) Tho Court shall frame rules for CQrrying out 
its func tions . In pni>ticulo..r, 1 t sh::11 · l.'.:\Y down rules 
of procedure . 

(2) Tho Rules of the Court moy provide for 
asse ssors to sit wi th the Court or with any of its 
chambers, without the right t o vote . 

Article 31. 

( ~) Judgos of the nntionality of each of tho 
conte sting parties shGl l retain their right to sit 
in tho case befor e tho Court. 
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(2) If the Court i~cludcs u~on the Bench a judse of 
the netionality of one of the ~arties, any other ~arty may 

·choose a person to s it as judcc . Such person shell be 
cr~osEm l)ref 1:·rably from amon6 those :)e,:-sons who he.v e beEm 
nooinated RS candidates as nrovided in Articles 4 Rnd 5. 

(3) If the Court includes u~on the Bench no jud~e of 
the nationality of the contestinc :,P.rties, eech of these 
DBrtics may proceed to choose a judfe as:pro~idod in para­
cr2Dh (2) of t~is Article. 

(4) The })revisions of t :1is '.A::-ticle sh2,ll c\:)}-:Jly to the 
ce,se of Articles 26 and 29. In such Cc.ses, the Prcsic:tent 
shall I'equest one or, if necess2r:;, t i:•ro of the 1:1er.1.beI,s of 
the Court forr.1ing t he chauber to f l ve pla.ce to the meri'oers 
of the Court of the nationRlity of the ,arties concerned, 
and, failing such or if they a re unable to be present, to 
the judges specio.lly appo inted by the ~)art i f's . 

( 5) Should there be several ~art ie s in t he same inter-•· 
est, they s~all, for the ~urpose of the ~recedin~ ,rovisions, 
be reckoned c-1.s one :-:Jart:r only. Any doubt u:)on t Lis :1o int 
sL.all be settltd oy the decision of the Cou:i."t. 

( <.:i ) Juc:L•·e s chosen "'" 1-~"c cov1n in , a·"~ r~ ·' ·s ( ') ) C ... u ...... c-.. ..L ~ ,1,. • J. .,J ~J. C.J; . V,~.JlJ. t..., 1 J 

. ( ' ) ~ t ' 1 ~ t, - ' 11 ~ l .,.. ' 1 .,__, .. t . anu. 'x o:;: ..... S Ar .i.C.18 s.:..a :. 1.L .,. l Gi ... 6 CO?:C.l l011S :."e -
qui1~cd o:r A:..,ticles 2, 17(2), 20 E·.nc~ 2·1 of the :,resent 
Statute. TLcy she.11 t2\.e ~iart in tl:o c:.ecision on terns of 
cor.1)lete e0_u2.lity -with tl,eir collcP. •~;v.es . 

( 1) Each member of the Court shc1.ll receive 2.n ennual 
se.lery. 

(2) The Pres i~ent shEll receive a e7cc1al ancual 
e.llou2nce. 

( 3) The Vice-Presic..ent shall receive e. s;-:Jec i 2.l allow­
e.nce for eve.ry day on 1,rll ich he acts as ?rE;sidc:nt. 

( 4) T~1c judf;es P:J!)Ointec'.. under Article 31, other than 
Benbers of the Court, sh~ll receive indemnities for each d~y 
on 1~hich they cxe:,:cise ti: ... eir functions. 

(5) These ~alaries, allowences and indemniti es shall be 
fixed by the General As se1,1bl:,r of The United He,tions . They 
m~y not bo decre~sed c~rin: the term of office. 
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(6) The salary of the Registrar shall be fixed by the 
General Assembly on the proposal of the Ccurt. 

(7) Regulations made by the General AsseITbly shall fix 
the conditions under which retiring pensions may be given to 
members of the Court and to the Registrar, and the conditions 
under which memb ers of the Court and the Registrar shall have 
their traveling expenses refunded. 

(8) The above salaries; indemnities and allowances shall 
be free of all taxation. 

Article 33. 

The expenses of the Court shall be borne by The United 
Nations in such a manner as shall be decided by the General 
Assembly. 

CHAPTER II 

Competence of the Court 

Article 34. 

(1) Only States or Members of The United Nations may 
be parties in cases before the Court. 

(2) · The Court, sub ject to and in conformity with 
its Rules, may request of public international organiza­
tions information relevant to cases before it, and shall 
receive such information presented by such organizations 
on their own initiative. 

Article 35. 

(1) The Court shall be open to the Members of The 
United Nations and also to State s parties to the present 
Statute. 

(2) The conditions under which the Court shall be open 
to other States shall, sub ject to t he special provisions 
contained in treaties in f orce, be laid down by the Security 
Ceuncil, but in no case shall such conditions place the 
parties in a position of inequality before the Court. 

( 3) When a State whi c1" is not a Member of The Uni tea 
Nations is a partv to a case , the Court shrll fix the aITount 
which that party is to contribute towards the expenses of the 
Court. This provision shall not apply if such State is 
bearing a share of the expenses of t he Court. 
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Article 36. 

/The Committee subnits two alternative texts of this 
Article since the opinion of the me□bers of the Committee 
was divided on the selection of one or the other~/ 

ffl) The jurisdic­
tion of the Court comprises 
all cases which the parties 
refer to it and all matters 
specially provided for in 
the Charter of The United 
Nations or. in treaties Pnd 
conventions in force. 

(2) The Members of The 
United Nations a.nd the States 
parties to the present Statute 
may at any time declare that 
they recognize as compulsory 
ipso fa.eta and without special 
agreement, in relation to 
any other Member or State 
accepting the same obligation, 
the jurisdiction of the Court 
in all or any of the classes 
of legal disputes concerning: 

(a) the interpretation 
of a treaty; 

(b) any question of 
international law; 

(c) the existence of 
any fact which, j_f 
established, would 
constitute a breach 
of an international 
obligation; 

(d) the nature or ex­
tent of the repara­
tion to be made for 
the breach of an in­
ternational obliga­
tion. 

(3) The declaration re­
ferred to above may be made un­
conditionally or on condition 
of reciprocity on the part of 
several or certa.in Members or 
States, or for a certain time. 

ffl) The jurisdic­
tion of the Court comprises 
all cases which the parties 
refer to it and all matter s 
specially provided for in 
the Charter of The United 
Nations .or in treaties ~nd 
conventions in force. 

(2) The Members of The 
United Nations and States 
parties to the present Statute 
recognize as among themselves 
the jurisdiction of the Court 
as compulsory ipso facto and 
without special agreement in 
ci.ny legal dispute concerning: 

(a) the interpretation 
of a treaty; or 

(b) any question of 
international law; or 

(c) the existence of 
any fa.ct which, if 
established, would 
constitute a breach 
of an international 
obligation; or 

(d) the nature or ex­
tGnt ef the repara­
tion t♦ be made fer 
the breach •fan in­
ternational obliga­
tion. 

(3) In the event of a 
dispute as to whether the 
Court has jurisdiction, the 
matter shall be settled by 
decision of the Court~/ 
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(4) In the event of· a 
dispute as to whether the 
Court has jurisdiction, the 
matter shall be settled by 
the decision of t he Court~7 

Article 37. 

Jurist 75( 59) 

When a treaty or convention in force provides for the 
reference of a matter to a tribunal to be instituted by 
the League of Nations or by The United Nations, the Court 
shail be such tribunal. 

,Lsubject to reconsideraticn after the adoption of a 
text of Article 1~7 

Article 38. 

(1) The Court shall apply: 

(a) International conventions, whether general 
er particular, establishing rules expressly recognized by 
the contesting States; 

(b) International custom, as evidence of a 
general practice accepted as law; 

(c) The general principles of law recognized 
by civilized nations; 

(d) Subject to the urovisions of Article 59, 
judicial decisions and the teachings of the most highly 
qualified publicists of the various nations, as sub­
sidiary means for the determination of rules of law. 

(2) This provision shall not prejudice the power 
of the Court to decide a case g aeguo ~1 bono, if the 
parties agree thereto. 

CHAPTER III 

Procedure 

Article 39. 

(l) The official languages of the Court shall be F.rench 
and English. If the parties agree that the case sha.11 ·be con­
ducted in French, the judgment shallbe delivered in French. If 
the parties agree that the case shall be conducted in English, 
the judgment shall be delivered in English. 

(2) In the absence of an agreement as to which language 
shall be employed, each party may, in the pleadings, use 
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the language which it prefers; th8 decision of the Court 
shall be given in French and English. In this case the 
Court shall at the sane tir:,e determine which of the tw~ 
texts shall be cons i dered RS authoritative. 

(3) The Court sha.11, at the r equest of any party, 
authori ze a language other than French or English to be 
used by that party. 

Article 40. 

(1) Cases 8re brought before the Court, ~s the case 
may be, either by the notification of the special a.gree­
ment or by a written application addressed to the Regis­
trar. In either case the sub ject of the dispute and the 
contesting parties sh[!ll be indicc1.ted. 

(2) The Registrar shall forthwith communicate the 
application to all concerned. 

( 3) He shall c.lso notify the ~-1:embers of The United 
Nations thr ough the Secretary-General and also any States 
entitled to appear before the Court. 

Article 41. 

(1) The Court shall have the pov,,er to indicate, if 
it considers that circumstances so require, any provisional 
measures which ought to be taken to ·'Teserve the respective 
rights of either perty. -

(2) Pending t he final decision, notice of the measures 
suggested sha.11 forthwith be given to the parties and the 
Security Council. 

Article 42. 

(1) The parties shall be represented by ~gents. 

(2) They m~.y h8.ve the a.ssistance of counsel or advo­
cates before the Court. 

1'.rticle 43. 

(1) The procedure shall consist of two parts: written 
and oral. 
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(2) The written proceedings shall consist of the com­
munication to the Court and to the parties of Memor ials, 
Counter-Memorials and, if necessary, Re~lies; also all 
papers and documents in support. 

(3) These communications shall be made through the 
Registrar, in the order and within the time fixed by 
the Court. 

(4) A certified eopy of every document produced by 
one party shall be communicated to the other party. 

(5) The oral nroceedings shall consist of the hear­
ing by the Court of witnesses, experts, agents, counsel 
and advocates. 

Article 44. 

(1) For the service of all notices upon persons 
other than the agents, counsel and advocates, the Court 
shall apply direct to the government of the State upon 
whose territory the notice has to be served. 

(2) The same provision shall apply ~henever steps 
are to be taken to procure evidence on the spot. 

Article 45. 

The hearing shall be under the control of the 
President or, if he is unable to presiae, of the Vice­
President; if neither is able to preside, the senior 
judge present shall preside. 

Article 46. 

The hearing in Court shall be public, unless the 
Court shall decide otherwise, or unless the parties 
demand that the public be not admitted. 

Artj_cle 47. 

(1) Minutes sh@-11 be made at each hearing, and 
signed by the Registrar and the President. 

(2) These minutes a.lone shall be authentic. 
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Article 48~ 

The Cou~t shall make orders for the conduct of the 
case, shall decide the form and time in which each party 
must conclude its arguments, and make all arrangements 
connected with the taking of evidence. 

Article 49. 

The Court may, even before the hea~ing begins, call 
upon the e.[;ent s to produce any document, or to supply any 
explanations. Formal note shall be taken of any refusa l. 

Article 50. 

The Court may, at any time, entrust any individual, 
body, . bureD.u , commies ion or other orgenization thF1 t it 
may select, with the task of cP.rrying out Bn enquiry or 
giving en exi)ert o:)inion. 

Article 51. 

!luring the hearing any r e levc·nt questions e.re to be 
put to the uitnesses 2nd experts under the conditions 
laid d01,m by the Court in the rules of procedure ref erred 
to in Article 30. 

Article 52 . 

After the Court he.s rec eived the proof s and evidence 
1,ri thin the time specified. for the })'t:.rpose, it ma.y refuse 
to acce:9t EJny further oral or-written evidence tha t one 
perty me.y desire to pre sent unless the other side con­
sents. 

Article 53. 

(1) 'Whenever one of the parties do.os not appe2,r 
before the Court, or _ frils to defend his c2se , the other 
party may call u~)on the 001.-1.rt to decide in favor of his 
claim. 

(2) The Court must, before doing so, s Ptisfy itself, 
not only that it lw.s jurisdiction in accordance with 
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.Articles 36 and 3'7, but also thc=1t the clr1 i~ is well 
founded in f2ct Pnd law. 

Article 54. 

(1) HJhen , subj ect to the control of the Court, the 
agents, Pdvocates and couns~l hPve complet ed their presen­
t a~isn of the cPse, the President shall declPre the heering 
clo sed . 

(2) The Court shall withdrrw to consider the judgment. 

(3) The delfberPtions of the Court shell tPke place in 
privFte end remain secret. 

J. rticle 55. 

(1) lo. ll quest ions shall be decided by a mPjority of 
the Juag2: pre sent. 

(;l) I:1 i::0.e ev Pnt of cin ecua.lity of votes , the Presi-
dent ni t.'t-~o J:;;dge who acts in his pl2ce shall have a casting 
vot e . 

I rticle 56. 

(1) The judgment shall state the reesons on which it 
is based. 

(2) It shPll conta in the nrmes of the judge s who have 
taken part in the decision . 

J,_r ticl e 57. 

If the judgment does not r epr esent in whole or in 
part the unanimous opinion of the judges, any judge shall 
be entitled to deliver a s eparate opinion. 

J. rticle 58. 

The judgment shall be signed by the Pres ident end by 
the Registrar. It shell be r ead in open Court, due notice 
hPving been given to t he agents. 
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Article 59. 

The decision of the Court has no binding force 
except between the parties and in respect of that 
particular case. 

Article 60. 

The judgment is final arr:l without appeal . In the 
event of dispute as to the meaninr; or scope of the judg .. 
ment , the Court shall construe it upon the request of 
any party . 

Article 61. 

(1 ) An application for revisi on of a judgment may be 
made only when it is based upon the discovery of ·some 
fact of such a nature as to be a decisive factor , which 
fact was, when the judg.rrient was given, uTLk::nmvn to the 
Court and also to tho party claiming revision , always 
provided that such ignorance was not due to negligence . 

(2 ) The proceed ing s for revision s haJl b e opened by a 
judgment of the Court exprsssly r ecording the existence 
of the new fact, r e cognizing that it has such a charac ­
ter as to lay the case open to r evision , and declaring 
the application admissible on t his ground . 

(3) The Court may r cqu ire previous compliance with the 
terms of the judgment befor e it admits proceedings in 
revision . 

(4) The appl ication for r evision must b e made at late st 
within six months of the discovery of the new fact . 

(5) No ipplication for revision may be made after t he 
lapse of ten years from the date of the judgment , 

Articl e 62. 

(1 ) Should a State consider that it has an interest 
of a legal nature which may be affe cted by the decision 
in the case, it may submit a request to the Court to be 
permitted to intervene, 
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It shall be for the Court to decide upon this 

-~.rticle 63. 

(1) Whene7er the construction of a convention to which 
States other the.n those concerned in the case a.re parties is 
in question, the Registrer shall notify all such States forth­
with. 

(2) Every St?te so notified has tho right to intervene 
in the proceedings: but if it uses this right, the construc­
tion given by the judgment will be equally binding upon it. 

Article 64. 

Unless otherwise decided by the Court, each party shall 
bear its own costs. 

CHAPTER IV 

Advisory Opinions 

trticle 65. 

(1) Questions upon whi ch the advisory opinion of the 
Court is asked shall be laid before the Court by means of 
a written r equest, signed either by the President of the 
General t'.sser:1.bly or the President of the Security Council 
or by the Secretary-Gon2ral of The United Nations unde r 
instructions from the General hSS embly or the Security 
Council. 

(2) The request shall contain en exact statement of 
the question upon which c.n opinion is required, and shall be 
accompanied by all documents liks ly to throw light upon the 
question. 

Article 66. 

(1) The Registrar shall forthwith give notice of the 
request for c.n 2.dvisory opinion to the Jfombers of The United 
Nations, through the Secrct 2ry-Gener2 l of The United Nations, 
c.nd to any States enti tlcd to 2.ppe2r before the Court. 

(2) The Registrar she.11 else, by means of a special 
and direct comm.unicfltion, notify any Member of The United 
Nations or St~t e entitled to ~ppea r before the Court or 
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interna.tional organization considered by the Court (or, 
should it not be sitting, by the President) as likely to bo 
a.ble to furnish inform:?t ion on the que s tion, that the Court 
will be prepared to receive, within a time limit to be fixed by 
~he President, written statements, or to hear, at a public 
sitting to be held for the purpose, oral statements relating 
to the question. 

(3) Should any Member of T.he; United Nations or State 
entitled to appear before the Court have failed to receive the 
special communication referred to in paragraph (2) of this 
Article, such Member or State may express a desire to sub­
mit a written statement, or to be heard; and the Court will 
decide. 

(4) Members, Sts.tes, and. organizat ions having pre-
sented written or orlll statements or both shall be permitted 
to comment on the statemEmts me.de by other Members, States, or 
organizations in tho form, to the extent and within the time 
limits which the Court, or, s:1ould it not be sitting, the Pres­
ident, shall decide in each particule.r case,, Accordingly, 
the Registrar shall in due time ccmmunicatc any such written 
sta tyraents to Members, St£>.t0 s, and organi z2.tions having sub­
mitted simila~ statements. 

Article 67. 

The Court shall deliver its advisory opinions in open 
Court, notice having been given to the Secretary-General of . 
The United Ne.tions and to tl:J.e representatives of Members of 
The United Nations, of States and of international organiza­
tions immedirt cly concerned. 

Article 68. 

In the exercise of its advisory functions the Court 
shall further be guided by the provisions of the present 
Statute which apply in contentious cases to the extent to 
which it recognizes them to be applicable. 

CHAJ?TER V 

Amendment 

Article 69, 

Amendments to the present St2.tute shall come into force 
for all partie s to the Ste.. tute ·when they have been adopted 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the General Assembly 
and ratified in a ccorda.nce with tlloir 1"'£; spec ti ve constitutional 
processes by the Members of TLe Unit ed Nations having permanent 
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membership on the Security Council and by~ majority of the 
other parties to the Statute. 

,LThe ~bove text of trticle 69 was adopted to conform with 
Chapter XI of the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals and subject to recon­
sideration if that text is changeo..J.7 
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.Article 1. 

,LPour les raisons indiquees dans le rapport ci-joint, le 
t exte de cet article a ete laisse en blanc, en attendant la 
decision de la Conference des Nations Unies a San Francisco~/ 

CHA? I'I'R8 I 

Organisation de la Cour 

Article 2. 

La Cour est un corps de magistrats independants, elus 
sans egard a leur nationalite parmi les personnes jouissant de' 
la plus haute consideration morale, et qui reunissent les con­
ditions requises pour l'exercice, dans leurs pays respectifs, 
des plus pautes fonctions judiciaires, ou qui sont des juris­
consul tes possedant une competence notoire en ma·tiere de droi t 
international. 

Article 3. 

La Course compose de quinze membres. Ellene pourra com­
prendre plus d'un ressortissant du meme Etat ou ~embre des 
Nations Unies. 

Article 4. 

(1) Les Membres de la Cour 
sont elus par l'Assemblee gene­
rale et par le Conseii de 
Securite des Nations Unies sur 
une liste de personnes presente­
es par les groupes nationaux de 
la Cour permanente d'Arbitrage 
conformement aux dispositions 
suivantes. 

(2) Ence qui concerne 
les Membres des Nations Unies 
qui ne sont pas representes a 
la Cour permanente d'Arbitrage 
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(1) Les Membres de la Cour 
sont elus par l'Assemblee 
generale et par le Conseil de 
Securite des Nations Unies sur 
une liste de personnes pre­
sentees conformement aux 
articles 5 et 60 

(2) En l'absence d'accord 
special, l'Assemblee generale ~ 
sur la proposition du Conseil 
de s,&-curi te, reglera les condi-



les listes de candidats seront 
presentees par des groupes 
nationaux, designes a cet effet 
par leurs gouvernements, dans 
les memes conditions que celles 
stipulees pour les membres de 
la Cour d '~.rbi trag e par 
l'article 44 de la Convention 
de La Haye de 1907 sur le regle­
ment pacifique des conflits 
internationaux, 

(3) En l'absence d'un 
accord special, l'Assemblee 
generale, sur la proposition du 
Conseil de Securite, reglera 
les conditions auxquelles peut 
participer a l'e~ection des 
membres de la Cour, un Etat qui, 
tout en ayant accepte le Statut 
de la Cour, n'est pas ~embre 
des Nations Unies. 
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tions auxquelles peut partici­
per a l'election des membres de 
ia Cour un I.tat qui, tout en 
ayant accepte le Statut de la 
Cour, n' est pas ~-,embre des 
Nations Unies. 

Article 5. 

(1) Trois mois au mains 
avant la date de l'election, 
le Secretaire general des 
Nations Unie·s invite par ecri t 
les membres de la .Cour perma­
nente d'hrbitrage ainsi que les 
membres des groupes nationaux 
designes conformement au p&ra­
graphe 2 de l'article 4, a pro­
ceder dans un delai determine 
par les groupes nationaux a la 
presentation de personnes en 
situation de remplir les fonc­
tions de membre de la Cour. 

-2-

Trois mois au moins avant 
la date de l'election, ~ Secre­
taire general des Nations Unies 
invite par ecrit les Gouverne­
ments des Nations Unies et des 
Etats parties au present Statut 
a proceder, dans un d.elai deter­
mine, a la presentation d'une 
personne de sa nationalite en 
situation de remplir les fonc­
tions de membre de la Cour. 



(2) Chaque groupe ne peut 
en aucun cas presenter plus de 
quatre personnes dont deux au 
plus de sa nationalite~ En , 
aucun cas, il ne peut etre pre­
sente un nombre de candidats 
plus eleve que le double des 
places a remplir. 

Jurist 76(60) 

Article 6. 

Avant de proceder a cette 
designation, il est recommande a chaque groupe national de 
consulter la plus haute cour 
de justioe, les facultes et 
ecoles de droit, les academies 
nationales et les sections 
nationales d 1academies inter­
nationales, vouees a 1 1 etude 
du droit. 

Avant de proceder a cette 
designation, 11 est recommande 
a chaque gouvernement de 
consulter la plus haute cour de 
justice, les facultes et ecoles 
de droit, les academies nation­
ales et les sections nationales 

· . d 1academies internationales, 
vouees a 1 1etude du droit. 

Article 7. 

(1) Le Secretaire general des Nations Unies dresse, par 
ordre alphabetique, une liste de toutes les personnes ainsi 
designees: seules ces personnes sont eligibles, sauf le cas 
prevu a l'article 12, para5raphe 2. 

(2) Le Secretaire general communique cette liste a 
1 1Assemblee generale et au Gonseil de Securite. 

Article 8. 

L1Assemblee generale et le Conseil de Securite procedent 
independamment 1 1un de l 1autre .a 1 1 election des membres de 
la Gour . 

Article 9. 

Dans toute election , les electeurs auront en vue que le~ 
p~rsonnes appelees a faire partie de la Gour, non seulement 
reunissent individuellement les conditions requises, ma is 
assurent dans 1 1ensemble la representation des grandes formes 
de civilisation et des principaux systemes juridiques du 
monde. 
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Article 10. 

(1) Sont elus ceux qui ont reuni la majorite absolue 
des voix dans l'~ssemblee generale et dans le Cons~il de 
Securite. 

(2) Au cas ou le double scrutin de l' •. ssemblee generale 
et du Conseil de Securite se porterait surplus d'un ressor­
tissant du meme Etat ou Membre des Nations Unies , le plus 
age est seul elu. 

Article 11 . 

Si, apres la premiere seance d'election , il reste encore 
des sieges a pourvoir . il est precede< de la meme maniere, a 
une seconde et, s'il est necessaire , a une troisieme . 

nrticle 12. 

(1) Si , apres la troisieme seance d'election ~ il reste 
encore des sieges a pourvoir , il peut etre a tout moment 
forme sur la demande, soit de l'Assemblee generale, soit du 
Conseil de Securite . une Commission mediatrice de six membres, 
nommes trois par l'nssemblee generale, trois par le Conseil de 
Securite . en vue de choisir pour chaque siege non pourvu un 
nom a presenter a l'adoption separee de l't.ssemblee generale 
et du Conseil de Pecurite. 

(2) Peuvent etre portees sur cette liste , a l'unanimite, 
toutes personnes satisfaisant aux conditions recuises , alors 
meme qu'elles n'auraient pas figure sur la liste de presenta­
tion visee a l'article 7. 

(3) Si la Commission mediatrice constate qu'elle ne peut 
reussir a assurer l'election, les membres de la Cour deja 
nommes pourvoient aux sieges vacants, dans un d6lai a fixer 
par le Conseil de Securite, en choisissant par mi les personnes 
qui ont obtenu des suffrages soit dans l' .. s s emblee generale, 
soit dans l e Conseil de Securite. 

(4) Si parmi les juges il ya partage eg&l des voix, la 
voix du juge le plµs age l'emporte. 

Article 13. 

(1) Les membres de la Cour sont elus pour neuf ans il~ 
sonta reeligibles; toutefois ? en ce qui concerne les juges 
nommes a la premiere election de la Cour, les fonctions de cine 
juges prendr ont fin au bout de trois ans, et celles de cinq 
autres juges prendront fin au bout de six ans. 
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(2) Lrs ju~es dont les fonctions prendront fin au 
t Prme des P~riodes initia les de trois et six an s mentionn~es 
ci-dessus ;eront d~si~n~s per tirege au sort ef~ectue par 
le Secretaire gen~ral des N2tions Unies, immedi2tement aprJs 
qu 1 il aura ete precede h la premi~re election , 

(3) Le s membres de la Cour restent en fonction jusqu 1a 
leur rempla.cement. .Apr~s ce rempla.cement, il s continuent 
de conna!tre des affaires dont ils sont dejh se isis. 

(4) En c2s de demission d 1un membre de la Cour, la 
demission sere adress~e eu Pr~sident de la Cour, pour ~tre 
transmise EU Secr~taire genernl des nations Unies. Cette 
derniere notification emporte v2cance du si~ge. 

Article 14. 

Il est pourvu aux sieges devenus vacants selon la 
methode suivie ~our la premi~re election, sous reserve 
de la disDosition ci-anres: dans le mois qui suivra la 
vacance, le Secreta ire-gen~ral des Nations Unies procedera 
a 1 1invita tion prPscrite par 1 1article 5, et la date 
d 1election sera fixee par le Conseil de Securite. 

Article 15. 

Le memore.cle l a Cour elu en r emnl a cement drun meLibre 
dont le raanda t n re s t )as expire ach'eve l e terme du m2.nda t 
de s on predecesseur . 

Article 16. 

(1) Les membres de l a Cour ne peuvent exercer 
aucune fonction poli tique ou 2.dL1ini s trE' ti ve, ni se li vrer 
h 2ucune Futre occup2 tion de c~re ct~re ~rQfPssionn el. 

( 2 ) En cas de doute, l a Cour decide. 

Article 17. 

(1) Le s membres de la Cour ne peuvent exercer les 
foncti ons d 1agent, de conseil ou d 1avocat dans aucune affaire. 
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(2) Ils ne peuvent participer au reglement d 1aucune 
2ffPire dans laquelle ils sont anterieurement intervenus 
comme 2gents, conseils ou evocats de 1 1une des parties, 
membres d 'un tribunal ne.tional ou international, d I une 
commission d'enqu~te, ou a tout autre titre. 

(3) En cas de doute, le Cour decide. 

Article 18. 

(1) Les membres de la Cour ne peuvent tt r e releves 
de leurs fonctions que si, au jugement unanime des autres 
membres, ils ont cesse de re~ondre aux conditions requises. 

(2) Le Secretaire general des N2tions Unies en est 
officiellement informe par le Greffier. 

( 3) Cette comuunim \:; ion em11orte VE.cance de s i~ge. 

Article 19. 

Les membre s de la Cour jouissent d~ns 1 1exerciCe de 
leurs fonctions des privil~ges et im~unites diplomPtiques. 

/sous reserve d 1examen apres que des cisnositions a 
ce sujet auront ete adoptees pour inc1usion dans la Che.rte.:__} 

Article 20. 

Tout membre de la Cour doi t, 2.vEmt d I entrer en fonction, 
en seance publique, prendre engagement solennel d 1 exercer 
se s a.tt'Pibutions en ple ine imp2.rtiali te et en toute conscience. 

Article 21, 

(1) La Cour elit, pour trois ans , son PresidPnt et 
son Vice-President; ils sont reelig ibles. 

(2) Elle nomme son greffier et peut pourvoir ~ la 
nomination de tels autres fonctionn2.ires aui seraient , ~ 

necessaires. 

Article 22. 

(1) Le siege de la Cour est fixe a La Haye. Ceci, 
toutefois, n 1empechera pas la Cour de sieGe r et d'escercer 
ses fonctions ailleurs lorsqu 1elle le jugera desirable, 
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(2) Le President et le Greffier resident au siege de 
la Cour. 

Article 23. 

(1) La Cour reste toujours en fonction, excepte pendant 
les vacances judiciaires, dont les periodes et la duree sont 
fixees par le Cour • 

(2) Les membres de la Cour ont droit a des conges 
periodique s dont la date et la duree seront fixees par la 
Cour, en tenant compte de la distence qui separe La Haye de 
leurs f,;yers. 

(3) Les membres de la Cour sont tenus, a moins de conge 
regulier, d~empechement pour cause de maladie ou autre mot~f 
grave d~ment justifie aupres du Pr~sident, d'etre~ tout 
moment e la disposition de la Cour. 

Article 24. 

(1) Si, pour une raison speciale, l'un des membres de 
la Cour estime devoir ne pas participer au _jugement d 1une 
affaire determinee, il en f2it part au President. 

(2) Si l e President estime qu'un des membres de la 
Cour ne doit pas, pour une raison speciale, sieger dans une 
affaire determinee , il en avertit celui-ci. 

(3) Si, en pareils ces, le membre de la Couret le 
President sont en deseccord, la Cour decide. 

Article 25. 

(1) Sauf exc eption expressement prevue, la Cour exerce 
s e s attributions en seanc e pleniere . 

(2) Sous la condition que le nombre des juges 
disponibles pour constituer la Cour ne soit pas reduit a 
moins de onz e , l e Reglement de le Cour pourra prevoir 
que, selon l e s circonstance s e t a tour de role, un ou 
plusieurs juge s pourront etre dispenses de sieger. 

(3) Toutefois, l e quorum de neuf est suffisant pour 
constituer la Cour. 

Article 26. 

(1) La Cour peut, e toute epoque, constituer une OU 
plusieurs chambres compose es de 3 juges au moins selon ce 
qu' elle decidera, pour connaitre de categories determinees 
d'affaires, par exemple d'affaires de travail et d'affaires 
concern2.nt l e transit et l es communice.tions. 
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(2) La Cour peut, a tcute epoque, constituer une chambre 
pour connaitre d'une affaire determinee. Le nombre des 
juges de cette chambre sera fixe par la Cour avec l'2ssenti­
ment des parties. 

(3) Les chambres prevues eu present article statueront, 
si les parties le demandent. 

Article 27. 

Tout arret rendu par l'une des chambrss prevues 
aux articles 26 et 29 sera un arret de la Cour • 

.Article 28. 

Les ~hambres prevues aux articles 26 et 29 peuvent, 
avec le consentement des parties, sieger et exercer leurs 
fonctions ailleurs qu'a La Heye. 

Article 29. 

En vue de la prompte expedition des affeires, la Cour 
compose an•1.11ellement une Chambre de cinq juges, appeles a 
statuer en p~cc edure sommaire lorsque les parties le 
demandent . Deux juges s eront , en out r e , de signes, p~ur 
remplac er celui des juges qui se trouverait dans l'imposs i ­
bilite de sieger. 

Article 30. 

(1) La Cour det ermine par un r eglement l e mode 
suiv2nt l equel elle exerc e s e s a ttributions. Elle r egle 
notarnment sa procedure . 

(2) Le Regl ement de la Cour peut prevoir des asses­
. s eU!'S siegeant a la Cour OU dans s es che.mbres' sans droi t 
de vote . 

Article 31. 

(1) Le s juges de la na tionalite de chacune des 
parties en cause conservent le droit de sieger 'dans l ' aff aire 
dont la Cour est saisie. 
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