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THE S E CR E TA R Y -GENE RA L 

7 May 2007 

Dear Mr. President, 

The five Governments of Central Asia have reached a consensus on the 
establishment of a United Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy in 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. While initiating this proposal, the governments of the 
region took into consideration the multiple threats that face Central Asia, 
including international terrorism and extremism, drug trafficking, organized 
crime and environmental degradation. 

In keeping with the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy 
and the recommendations ofthe High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and 
Change on the need to strengthen the United Nations capacity for conflict 
prevention, I wish to inform the Members of the Security Council about my 
intention to establish this Centre. The Centre would be established in parallel 
with the phasing down and closure of the United Nations Tajikistan Office of 
Peace building. 

The functions of the Centre would include: 

• To liaise with the Governments of the region and, with their concurrence, 
with other parties concerned on issues relevant to preventive diplomacy; 

• To monitor and analyze the situation on the ground and to provide the 
Secretary-General ofthe United Nations with up-to-date information related 
to conflict prevention efforts; 

• To maintain contact with the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, Commonwealth of Independent States, Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and other regional organizations, encourage their peace-making 
efforts and initiatives, and facilitate coordination and information exchange 
with due regard to their specific mandates; 
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• To provide a political framework and leadership for the preventive activities 
of the United Nations country teams in the region. Also, to support the 
efforts of the Resident Coordinators and those ofthe United Nations system, 
including the Bretton Woods institutions, in promoting an integrated 
approach to preventive development and humanitarian assistance; 

• To maintain close contact with the United Nations Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan to ensure a comprehensive and integrated analysis of the 
situation in the region. 

I should be grateful if you would bring the present letter to the attention 
of the members of the Security Council. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
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Note to the Sel'ret~ry-General 

UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL CENTRE FOR PREVENTIVE DIP 

FOR CENTRAL ASIA 

1. As you know, Central Asia_is a strategically import~n!Jegion, but one of the !JlOSt 
vulnerable in the world. The _fjve countries, severely afflicted by poverty and social 
polarizatio_g,. face challenges from Islamic extremism and violence, interethnic tensions, and 
disputes over borders and natural resources. Rule oflaw is tenuous, and the authoritarian 
governments commit violations ofhuman rights. As the O_!lgoing c!]~.!_~in..KmY..?;St<:n sh_QWS, 
leadership succession in the COf!!ing years will be traumatic and pot~ntLally Vt<;>l~nt. --· - -·~ - -- -·~- ·--- ... ..,._' .. 

2. Notwithstanding the presence of several regional org~gi~~t~9ns (O§~E, <;ISL~G_O) 

in the CeJ!tral Asia, effort-S ~tGorlfli9! preyention tliere ave pmven to be inefficient. The 
Foreign Minister of Slovakia, former Secretary-General of OSCE and -UN SRS.G in 
Tajikistan, r. an Kubis, who was recentlY. in N_~w Ygrk,-strongly~~pjill!].ed !his_~~~_._ 

3. We-=:i:ntend to take-concrete step , t e.r.eior..e, to enhance our ca acity to prevent 
_ conflict strengthen emocratic transition:-and promote human-~ights i~ tlie_ r.5!gion. The 
establishment of a egional Centre £ eventive...Diplomacyi Ashgabat, 
Turkme_nis_tan, wou1d be a major~ ep · tbis direction. ·· - --- ·· · 

4. The idea to establish the Center in Ashgabat as the su ort o.fthe five Governments 
of the re1!ton, and they have indicated their receptiveness to the proposal. The Centre would 
pro "de an:opportunit.y to assist the countries as a ca aLys for democratic ch ange., 
development of civil society, ana resfJeGt for uman.rights. The countries would benefit 
from the diplomatic and technical assistance ofthe Centre in managing tensions and 
preventing conflict 

5. The Centre would be smal Thl!_.~matiQfl.At~.tifw~mQ.~rs} . ':l.~ .. £Q"~1§ffecti_ e. It 
may be established in parallel with the phasing out of the United Nations Tajikistan Office 
of Peace building (UNTOP), which successfully completed its mandate and would be closed 
by the end of the year. 

6. The ide of the e entr was rais€d Lll 005, when tli~_Secretary-Geper-aLwroteJQ the 
Security Counc11 s tating his intention to establish..the lilSJ Regional Gentr for reventive 
DiplOmacy-in Ashgabat. The 12ro osal received l;rroad suygert in the G(mncil but remained 
on hold ·pending-the response o .;fhe United States delegation. At that time-the US ha 
-reservationsic~gardjng Turkm~nistail a- venue-under former resident iyazov. In the 
preparation ofthis Note, ___ e s econfirmed with Russia_, China, and tne tJS en: upport for 

e Cent e:in :Ashgabat. 

7. If you concur with this proposal, attached please find a draft of your letter to the 
President to the Security Council informing him about your iniention to establish such a 
Centre. The proposed terms of reference for the Centre are also atJ.<.K'~~-

cc: Mr. Nambiar 
Ms. Kane 
Mr. Goryayev 
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1. As you know, Central Asia is a strategically important region, but one of the most 
vulnerable in the world. The five countries, severely afflicted by poverty and social 
polarization, face challenges from Islamic extremism and violence, interethnic tensions, and 
disputes over borders and natural resources. Rule of law is tenuous, and the authoritarian 
governments commit violations ofhuman rights. As the ongoing crisis in Kyrgyzstan shows, 
leadership succession in the coming years will be traumatic and potentially violent. 

2. Notwithstanding the presence of several regional organizations (OSCE, CIS, SCO) 
in the Central Asia, efforts at conflict prevention there have proven to be inefficient. The 
Foreign Minister of Slovakia, former Secretary-General of OSCE and UN SRSG in 
Tajikistan, Mr. Jan Kubis, who was recently in New York, strongly confirmed this view. 

3. We intend to take concrete steps, therefore, to enhance our capacity to prevent 
conflict, strengthen democratic transition, and promote human rights in the region. The 
establishment of a UN Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy in Ashgabat, 
Turkmenistan, would be a major step in this direction. 

4. The idea to establish the Center in Ashgabat has the support ofthe five Governments 
ofthe region, and they have indicated their receptiveness to the proposal. The Centre would 
provide an opportunity to assist the countries as a catalyst for democratic change, 
development of civil society, and respect for human rights. The countries would benefit 
from the diplomatic and technical assistance of the Centre in managing tensions and 
preventing conflict 

5. The Centre would be small (four international staff members) and cost effective. It 
may be established in parallel with the phasing out of the United Nations Tajikistan Office 
of Peace building (UNTOP), which successfully completed its mandate and would be closed 
by the end of the year. 

6. The idea of the Centre was raised in 2005, when the Secretary-General wrote to the 
Security Council stating his intention to establish the UN Regional Centre for Preventive 
Diplomacy in Ashgabat. The proposal received broad support in the Council, but remained 
on hold pending the response of the United States delegation. At that time the US had 
reservations regarding Turkmenistan as a venue under former President Niyazov. In the 
preparation of this Note, we reconfirmed with Russia, China, and the US their support for 
the Centre in Ashgabat. 

7. If you concur with this proposal, attached please find a draft of your letter to the 
President to the Security Council informing him about your intention to establish such a 
Centre. The proposed terms of reference for the Centre are also atta€~61. 

cc: Mr. Nambiar 
Ms. Kane 
Mr. Goryayev 



xx May 2007 

Dear Mr. President, 

The five governments of Central Asia have reached a consensus on the 
establishment of a United Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy in 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. While initiating this proposal, the governments ofthe 
region took into consideration the multiple threats that face Central Asia, including 
international terrorism and extremism, drug trafficking, organized crime and 
environmental degradation. 

In keeping with the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and 
the recommendations of the High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change on 
the need to strengthen the United Nations capacity for conflict prevention, I wish to 
inform the Members of the Security Council about my intention to establish this 
Centre. The Centre would be established in parallel with the phasing down and 
closure ofthe United Nations Tajikistan Office of Peace building (UNTOP). 

The functions ofthe Centre would include: 

• To liaise with the Governments ofthe region and, with their concurrence, with 
other parties concerned on issues relevant to preventive diplomacy; 

• To monitor and analyze the situation on the ground and to provide the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations with up-to-date information related to 
conflict prevention efforts; 

• To maintain contact with the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) and other regional organizations, encourage 
their peace-making efforts and initiatives, and facilitate coordination and 
information exchange with due regard to their specific mandates; 

His Excellency 
Mr. Zalmay Khalilzad 
President ofthe Security Council 
New York 



• To provide a political framework and leadership for the preventive activities of 
the United Nations country teams in the region. Also, to support the efforts of the 
Resident Coordinators and those of the United Nations system, including the 
Bretton Woods institutions, in promoting an integrated approach to preventive 
development and humanitarian assistance; 

• To maintain close contact with UNAMA to ensure a comprehensive and 
integrated analysis of the situation in the region. 

I should be grateful if you would bring the present letter to the attention of the 
members of the Security Council. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Ban Ki-moon 



United Nations Nations Unies 

Executi ve Off ic e of the Secretary-Ge neral 
Cabine t du Secretaire genera l 

To: Mr. Nambiar, 

Please see attached for your approval and SG's 
signature a letter addressed to the President of the 
Security Council regarding the UN Regional Centre for 
Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia. 

Thank you. 

cc: Mr. Kim Won-soo 

27-06050 

A~ Gilmour 
3 May 2007 


