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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Dear Mr. Li, 

19 September 2014 

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to you for accepting the invitation 
to serve as a Co-Chair on my Independent Expert Advisory Group on the Data 
Revolution for Sustainable Development. I have established this distinguished 
Group in order to advise me on practical implications of the "data revolution for 
development". The recommendations of the Group will inform my contribution 
to the post-20 15 debate and the intergovernmental process anticipated thereafter. 

Reliable data enable governments, international agencies, civil society 

organizations and the private sector to take evidence-based decisions. Data 
and statistics are also a critical element of accountability, as they allow the 
monitoring of the delivery of results. In the context of the post-20 15 
development agenda, it is anticipated that a flow of high-quality, timely, 
authoritative and sustainable data will be needed to allow for the monitoring 
of progress towards the new goals and targets at the national as well as at 
the global level. To generate this flow, a data revolution - a  sustained, 
transformative effort to improving how data is produced and used - will be 
critical. 

Given the importance of this discussion, I have constituted an inclusive 
and diverse Group, mindful of gender, geography, generations and expertise. 
While you will be acting in your personal capacity, I encourage each member 
of the Group to engage with as large a number and variety of people within and 
beyond your constituencies as possible to ensure that we build broad support 
and ownership for the data revolution for development. 

I am pleased that my Special Adviser on Post-2015 Development 

Planning, Ms. Amina Mohammed, will serve alongside you on the Group as an 
ex officio member and will provide a vital link to the United Nations system. 

Mr. Robin Li 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Baidu 
Beijing 

z�u; sincerely, 
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Dear Professor Giovannini, 

19 September 2014 

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to you for accepting the invitation 
to serve as a Co-Chair on my Independent Expert Advisory Group on the Data 
Revolution for Sustainable Development. I have established this distinguished 
Group in order to advise me on practical implications of the "data revolution for 
development". The recommendations of the Group will inform my contribution 
to the post-2015 debate and the intergovernmental process anticipated thereafter. 

Reliable data enable governments, international agencies, civil society 
organizations and the private sector to take evidence-based decisions. Data 
and statistics are also a critical element of accountability, as they allow the 
monitoring of the delivery of results. In the context of the post-20 15 
development agenda, it is anticipated that a flow of high-quality, timely, 
authoritative and sustainable data will be needed to allow for the monitoring 
of progress towards the new goals and targets at the national as well as at 
the global level. To generate this flow, a data revolution - a sustained, 
transformative effort to improving how data is produced and used - will be 
critical. 

Given the importance of this discussion, I have constituted an inclusive 
and diverse Group, mindful of gender, geography, generations and expertise. 
While you will be acting in your personal capacity, I encourage each member 
of the Group to engage with as large a number and variety of people within and 
beyond your constituencies as possible to ensure that we build broad support 
and ownership for the data revolution for development. 

I am pleased that my Special Adviser on Post-2015 Development 

Planning, Ms. Amina Mohammed, will serve alongside you on the Group as an 
ex officio member and will provide a vital link to the United Nations system. 

Professor Enrico Giovannini 

Faculty of Economics 
University Tor Vergata 
Rome 

Yours sincerely, 

Z· 
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Dear Ms. Melamed, 

19 September 2014 

I wish to express my gratitude to you for accepting the invitation to 
serve as Secretary on my Independent Expert Advisory Group on the Data 
Revolution for Sustainable Development. I have established this 
distinguished Group in order to advise me on practical implications of the 
"data revolution for development". The recommendations of the Group will 
inform my contribution to the post-2015 debate and the intergovernmental 
process anticipated thereafter. 

Reliable data enable governments, international agencies, civil society 
organizations and the private sector to take evidence-based decisions. Data 
and statistics are also a critical element of accountability, as they allow the 
monitoring of the delivery of results. In the context of the post-20 15 
development agenda, it is anticipated that a flow of high-quality, timely, 
authoritative and sustainable data will be needed to allow for the monitoring 
of progress towards the new goals and targets at the national as well as at 
the global level. To generate this flow, a data revolution - a sustained, 
transformative effort to improving how data is produced and used - will be 
critical. 

While your functions require that you report directly to the Co-Chairs 
of the Group, you can rely on the collaboration of my Special Adviser on 
Post-2015 Development Planning, Ms. Amina Mohammed, and Assistant 
Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and Inter-Agency Affairs, 
Mr. Thomas Gass, who serve on the Group as ex officio members and will 
provide a vital link to the United Nations system. 

Ms. Claire Melamed 
Head of the Secretariat 

of the Secretary-General's Independent 
Expert Advisory Group 
on the Data Revolution 
for Sustainable Development 

New York 

L�urs sincerely, 
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Dear Professor Anant, 

19 September 2014 

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to you for accepting the invitation 
to serve on my Independent Expert Advisory Group on the Data Revolution for 
Sustainable Development. I have established this distinguished Group in order 
to advise me on practical implications of the "data revolution for development". 
The recommendations of the Group will inform my contribution to the 
post-2015 debate and the intergovernmental process anticipated thereafter. 

Reliable data enable govermnents, international agencies, civil society 
organizations and the private sector to take evidence-based decisions. Data 
and statistics are also a critical element of accountability, as they allow the 
monitoring of the delivery of results. In the context of the post-2015 
development agenda, it is anticipated that a flow of high-quality, timely, 
authoritative and sustainable data will be needed to allow for the monitoring 
of progress towards the new goals and targets at the national as well as at 
the global level. To generate this flow� a data revolution - a sustained, 
transformative effort to improving how data is produced and used - will be 
critical. 

Given the importance of this discussion, I have constituted an inclusive 
and diverse Group, mindful of gender, geography, generations and expertise. 
While you will be acting in your personal capacity, I encourage each member 
of the Group to engage with as large a number and variety of people within and 
beyond your constituencies as possible to ensure that we build broad support 
and ownership for the data revolution for development. 

I am pleased that my Special Adviser on Post-2015 Development 
Planning, Ms. Amina Mohammed, will serve alongside you on the Group as an 
ex officio member and will provide a vital link to the United Nations system. 

Professor T.C.A. Anant 
Secretary and Chief Statistician of India 
Ministry of Statistics 

and Programme Implementation 
of the Republic of India 

New Delhi 

;i �urs sincerely, 
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Baidu 
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2. Professor Enrico Giovannini 
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University Tor Vergata 
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Secretary 

3. Ms. Claire Melamed 
Head of the Secretariat 

of the Secretary-General's Independent 
Expert Advisory Group 
on the Data Revolution 
for Sustainable Development 

New York 
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4. Mr. TCA Anant 
Chief Statistician of India 
Secretary of the Ministry of Statistics 

and Programme Implementation 
of the Republic of India 

New Delhi 

5. Ms. Shaida Badiee 
Co-Founder and Managing Director 
Open Data Watch 
Washington, D.C. 
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6. Ms. Carmen Barroso 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Regional Director for Western Hemisphere Region 
International Planned Parenthood Federation 
New York 

Mr. Robert S. Chen 
Director and Senior Research Scientist 
Center for International Earth 

Science Information Network 
Earth Institute 
Columbia University 
New York 

Mr. Choi Soon-hong 
Potomac 

Mr. Nicolas de Cordes 
Vice President of Marketing Vision 
Orange France Telecom Group 
London 

Ms. Fu Haishan 
Director of the Development Data Group 

The World Bank Group 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Johannes JUtting 
Manager 
P ARIS21 Secretariat 
Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development 
Paris 

Mr. Pali Lehohla 
Statistician-General 

of Statistics South Africa 
Pretoria 

Mr. Tim O'Reilly 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer 
O'Reilly Media Inc. 
Sebastopol 

Mr. Sandy Pentland 
Toshiba Professor 
Massachusetts Institute ofTechnology 
Boston 
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15. Mr. Rakesh Rajani 
Head of Twaweza 
Dar-es-Salaam 

16. Ms. Juliana Rotich 
Executive Director 
Ushahidi 
Nairobi 

17. Mr. Wayne Smith 
Chief Statistician 
Statistics Canada 
Ottawa 

18. Mr. Eduardo Sojo Garza-Aldape 
President of the Board of Governors 
National Institute of Statistics 

and Geography of Mexico 
Mexico City 

19. Ms. Gabriella Vukovich 
President 
Hungarian Central Statistical Office 
Budapest 

20. Ms. Alicia Barcena 
Executive Secretary 
Economic Commission for Latin America 

and the Caribbean 
Santiago 

2 1. Mr. Robert Kirkpatrick 

Director 
United Nations Global Pulse 
New York 

22. Ms. Eva Jespersen 
Deputy Director of the Human 

Development Report Office 
United Nations Development Programme 
New York 
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23. Mr. Edilberto Loaiza 
Senior Adviser for Monitoring 

and Evaluation 
Technical Division 
United Nations Population Fund 
New York 

24. Ms. Katell Le Goulven 
Chief of Policy Planning 
United Nations Children's Fund 
New York 
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