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Dear Dr Grigorian, 

10 August 2011 

At the request of the Office of the Secretary-General, I wish to reply to your letter, addressed to 
him on 17 June 2011 and concerning the exhibition of Armenian cross-stones held at UNESCO 
Headquarters last June. 

I am aware that you have received correspondence directly from UNESCO on this issue (letters 
from Mr Eric Falt, Assistant Director-General for External Relations l;md Public Information dated 26 
and 27 July 2011). As explained, the exhibition focused on promoting the ancestral know-how of the 
Khachkars, and on the unique craftsmanship and symbolism of the cross-stones. Moreover, the 
exhibition was organized by and developed in consultation with the Permanent Delegate of Armenia to · 

UNESCO . In this respect, allow me to reassure you that the Organization followed the rules and 
procedures applicable to all Member States and to the Secretariat when organizing an exhibition within 
UNESCO. . . 

The International ..:ommunity fully acknowledges the importance of Armenian cross-stones as a 
unique representation of intangible cultural heritage, which UNESCO is proud to promote through their 
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inscription on the intangible heritage list. Indeed, you may wish to consult the UNESCO web page 
which, beyond the cross-stones, aims also to promote a better knowledge of Armenia's rich cultural 
heritage more generally. 

· 

With my best wishes, I remain, 

Dr. Ashot Grigorian 
President, 

Sincerely, 

Suzanne Bilello a . i . 

For Philippe Kridelka 
Director, 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

Forum of Armenian Associations of Europe (FAAE) 
Vinicmi 1668/20A 
900 27 Bernolaakovo 
Slovakia 

cc. Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Permanent Mission of Armenia to the United Nations 
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· Sir,, 

On beh�lf. of the Director-Gener�l. 1 .acknowl�dge receipt. of your letter dated 
15 J.uty 2001 IEiiteratlng ypuf concern regarding the exhibitjon beld' at UNESCO 
Headquarters in June;, presenting the Khachkars cross stones know-how. 
As: explained earlier, the exhibition was. tneC111t to. taithtuHy pre:;�nt th� intangible 
heritage of Kha��kar� cross .stones whos.e symbolism and .craffsmanship have 
been inscrib� in 2()1.0 on the:Utgerit Safeguarding Listoftlle UNESco: ln�angible 
Cultural Heritage Convention (2003}. ·· · 

li1 ad.dition •. .! . would like to draw your atte.ntj()n tq the fact th�t the exhibitibn in :its 
fin�r qes;grt had J:)ee�n . validated by H.�. Mr Vlguen Tchitetbhian, Ambassador; 
Permanent Delegate ot: Armtmla to ·uNESCO, inciUding the choice maqe tC> fo.GIJ$ 

·and proni'bte the ancestral kno'.V-ho:w of tbe Kn.acbkars, a culfurei and riot the 
ge�qgraphlqatJoca�lon phoe 5d0QO c;tosse�;·. 

Also, 1he ext'rib.ltion displayed i:.wo films on the amazing ahd i.mique · sculptures, 
methods. and patterns. together With a live ·petfotrnarice ot cross stp,ne sculpting, 
thanks: to the presence on site of an.Arrnenian ��•,llptbr quring thewhoie period of 
tf:l� exhibition. 

'li:1 addition,; wlth Y,e c.oncem to prornqte this int¢rn�t[otially recognized intangible 
heritage, UNESCO.. dedicated a Web. page ptesehtihg; the cross st()nes ·on toe 
following lilik: . 

·· 
·http://www.onesco .. org/archives/multimediafihdex.php?s=filn'is details&id page=<>3 
&id film=1665� · · ·· · ·· · · · 

J :sinper¢1y h.op� that this ;ad(litlonai information will demonstrate t�af UN_ESCQ,. a,s 
always, is doing its Utmost to promote.� b·ett,er k.nowledg¢. of Arrrienia's rich cultural 
heritage and,,througt:dtlis. international dialogue and mUtual understanding. 

Yours :sincerely. 
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26 July 20.11 

Mf. : ERUPPIJSPB201 1.0.99/AAtjtd 

sir, 
The Director:.Geheral asked me to resp�nd to yoy.r .lett�r of 17 Jun.e :2011, . by 
which 'YQ!J comrnurih;;ate your di�appointment regarding the ex;hii:;lition .entitle.d 
"The art of Khachkars.- Armenian crOs&'stones", · organized. bY the Permanent 
P�l�gati!:m of A{lJl�niat() UN�Sco at the Org�nization's Headqu(lrta(s from 15 
to 24 Jun$' 2011. · · · 

UNESCO would like to utidersco� the following P,6ints: 
At the time of tne r:aJifi.c�tion by Armenia of t_be Convention for the &afeguarcting 
of Uie Intangible c_ultural Heritage In 200.6, the country recognized "the irivall.iable 
role of tile {ntanglp!e cultural �eritage as a factor in t>rioging tnnpan be!rgs (;loser 
.toQeth�r and ensuring exchange �nd understandin9 amons �hern". 

In n.aminatiDg. t.he s)'l;l1l:?.oli_sm and cra�smanship ·of the KI:H:lttlkar� for ins-qription 
art .UNESCO's Represent;ative Ust .of Intangible Cult.Uri:ll Heritage, Armenia also 
corrmiitted to promote a heritage and craftsmanship lh�t are shared by djffererit 
q.J\t\Jres and .gifff;lrent co_untries . I( fUrther assarted: thia("inscrlption oHhe element 
Will contribute to ensuring visibilitY. aha awareness of the 'significarice of the 
intangible cultural t:lerit�ge �n.d to en�oiJraging dial_oguE:f. 

It -was .in tnis spjrit that UNESCO .welpornecl the initiative of the Permanent 
Dei�gatlon. to !)rt;lsent C!r:l eXhibition that · would . focu� . on 'th'.e symbolism and 
craftsmanship of these importatrt culti.ital expressions. 

When .an actMty takirit;J place lit UNesco heaoquarters involves other: co.untties, 
it is standard practice that prior consultation 'Afith �hose countMes E!hould p� 
und!:!rtaken;. _l)hfO.rtunately, this ke.y condition was not fulfi!li�d in the case .ot the 
Alliienian exhibition. · · 
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.A,ft�r ex�mlrdng the �tern& proposect for .the .exhi.bitiof1;, it appeared that certahi 
elements might undermine the spirit of internati,qn�·l under�tanqfng C!nd 
cooperation that, ynderp}n� all o.f UNESCO'S; WQtk, or go b�yo:nd th� strict 
mandf.lle .of the org-anization: · 

As � result, ·th,e Permanent Deiegat\ori of Ar.rrtenia -agreed to remove �these 
elements. UNESCO . it5elf did not •icehsor' any !nf.ormaijon, nor dk! it: .deny any 
histori.cal, fa�t l.t trieci to wqrk ctp,sely With the AnJJEmian authotltie$ to. :avoid an 
.L!nnec.es.sary politfzati'on of a. ctilturaf activity. · 

A� '!II lime$ q�,tring .the prepar(;ltory phases .of the ,exhibition, the UNESCO 
Secre1ariat has striCtly folloWed the rules and pro�edures· �ppllcab!e . to all 
Meniber· St�t�. and in the Vnited Nations: System, and spared. hq effort to 
ensure the .suceess of the event. · · 

'{IJe reg.ret !hat you have been misinform�d and trust that this explanation will 
reassi.ke you that UNESCO is unwavering ·in its CQrnrnitrnent t.o intem�tiooal 
understanding, qia_log!Je and mutt,J�\ respect 

Yours sln.c.erely, 
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Your Excellence 

Forum of Armenian Association of Europe 
FAAE 

H.E. Mr Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary�General of the 
United Nations 

The Presidium of the Forum of Annenian Associations of Europe· (F AAE) and the 
President personally, Dr Ashot Grigorian, wish to express their extreme disappointm�m Jo. the 

. �,?<;::Q_.Secretarlat and__i� P�E.e.�r Ge!l�� �1s _Ir4.!a_ ?.okova, requesting 8.!':..e.'SJ?.l.�.��i.C?�. fo_r 
th� sca."!d!=!l s�rrounding the �§_9.9 ___ o_�!!�njz�� exhibition of .. �rm��� cross-strm.� 
Jth.achkars) in· .Paris on JWle 15, 2011. It is understood that UNESCO requested the 
organizers to remove from the placards the exact location of the cross-stones,.-ongin. This 
absurd request hecomes even more preposterous when tlle explanation provided reveals that it 
is a request from Azerbaijani and Turkish-authoritig i.e. the two coWJtries that methodically 
cariied_out Ct!_ltural g<:,g.Q.Qidt? destroxing mill�nni!!' old valuable ��.¢an ll!�morial� in 
Armenian regions furthermore demand removing the same from people's memories. It ;s 
lmown that in 2005 Azerbaijani authorities organized and executed the complete destruction 
of thousands of ancient Annenian cross-stones in the region of Julfa, Nakbichevan. To date 
UNESCO has not investigated this transgression and has failed to send an investigation 
mission to Nakhichevan due to the coWJter efforts of the very organizers of this vandalism -

the Azerbaijani authorities headed by President llham Aliyev. 
£.AAE reguesJ$. that.JJN�S�Q_!ttt �_p __ a_ �gmmj���2QJ9JI'!ve�gate the above mentioned 

st�t�El�nt ani! hold �2-a��<?unt �� p�qJetrat�rs of f!te deliberate and intentio�.d��tructiop. of 
Armenian cultural heritage. · 

• - 'fiiaddition; we fe.C!u�_st_ an.�ePl���o_n _r�_9in_g_ �e .. l'�. �xhibi�CIP. .. �c! �_apology fro� 
_those �sponsi_P.le for this scandalous act� Alternatively, FAAE will put this case fonvard to 
the jurisdiction of intem·ational courts .. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Ashot Grigorian 
}>resident, Forum of Armenian Associations of Europe 

DPA/OUSG 
Rec'd ( ( "Su!-Y Zrr 
log# f;//201-=t. As tka?fR!AIL 

··ACTION . 
Bratislava, Slovakia 
June 17, 2011 

QSLP /Q�T /fs 

Forum of Armenian Association of Europe 
Vinicna 16S8120A, 900 27 Bemolakovo, Slovakia 
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Response to letter from Forum of Armenian Association of Europe 
Felicia Rosita Hackett to: SGCentral, Stephen Paparo 10/08/2011 04:43PM 
Cc: j.trentin, r.roca-hachem 

10 August 2011 

Attention: Mr. Stephen Paparo and M. Vertulie Vincent 

For information purposes only. 

Please see scanned below UNESCO'S response to the Forum of Armenian Association of Europe 
(FAAE). 

Felicia Hackett 
Office of the Director 
UNESCO Liaison Office, New York 
2 UN Plaza, 9th floor 
New York NY 10017 
Tel: 212-963-5981 
Fax: 212-963-8014 
Email: hackett@un.org 

-----Forwarded by Felicia Rosita Hackett/NY/UNO on 10/08/2011 04:37PM-----

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

uony@un.org 
"Felicia Rosita Hacke" <hackett@UN.ORG> 
10/08/2011 04:24PM 

This E-mail was sent from "Ges-755-026" (MP5500/DSm755). 

Scan Date: 08.08.2011 16:48:34 (-0400) 

-,: 
Queries to: uony@UN.ORG 20110808164834241.pdf 
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Office of the SpeciAl Envoy of tho 
United Nations Scoretary-Geneml for Assislance to l'akistnn L-��� ····-··--· :� __ i 

UNSE/2011/08/045 

9 Allgust 2011 

Dear Ms. Amos, /b.e� ( � ) 
I h�!'�- �fficially inform.ed the Secretarz:-9c�er�l that I will complete my one year 

assi_gnment as his Special Envoy_ for_�ss_ist��ce Lo Pakistan on its expiry date, 26 September 
2011, The Turki�;h Foreign Minister has informed me that I will serve as Ambassador, Permanent 
Represcnta\ive of Turkey to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg. As I return to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Turkey, 1 look back on a year full of enriching experiences which I will keep 
in fond memory. 

I have gn�atly appreciated the trust the Sccretary�Gencral bestowed upon me to serve as 
his Special Envoy ut a time that Pakistan was facing one of the worst disasters this cot1ntry has 
seen in its history. Pakistan, for me� is a second home. I tried my best to further develop the 
;elations between the United Nations and Pakistan. 

With th�s l��e
_
r�--

I_ �-�o \�a_ll!�express my sincerest appreciation for the support you 
,Jersonally h.ave_gly�n me 9uri.n� my tc��n·e. as Special Envor. I stillt'emember the very first 
· nceting we had in September 201 0 and the valuable guidance you pwvided me. Your visits to 
:>ukistan helped to raise the profile of the humanitarian situation in Pakistan and your leadership 
in the Inter Agenc:y platforms at headquarters contributed to define humanitarian action in the 
:lftermath of the unprecedented disaster. I also want to acknowledge the support of OCHA senior 
:nanagement. Ass.istant Secretary-General Mrs. Bragg chaired our donor conference in Geneva in 
'r1arch and the mi:�;;ions of the Dh·ector CRD New York and the Director OCHA Geneva brought 
:orward valuable observations. I always knew 1 could rely on constructive contributions from 
/OUr senior manag1!ment. 

i11s. Valerie Amos 
.rnder-Secretary-Cilmeral for Humanitarian Affairs 
• 1d Emergency Rr.licf Coordinator 

. 'nited Nations 
·:ew York 

Postal Address: P.O. Box 1051, Islamabad, Pnk.istuu Tel: (92-51) 8355600) Fax: (92-51-26550 14-15) 

, ' 
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Equally :;o, I benefited without fail fJOm the valuable services of the OCHA team in 
Pakistan under tthe leadership of Mr. Manuel Bessler. Whether preparing for Islamabad based 
meetings or dudng missions to the field hubs� I could always count on the excellent support of 
the OCHA tea1'n. During the mission of the Director CRD New York, Mr. John Oing, to 
Islamabad in M:�:rch, he mentioned that OCHA staff needs to fulfill "three C criteria", being: 
"to be competent, to be committed and to care''. In my view the OCHA team stands out in all 
three areas as tl11;:y contribute to the humanitarian agenda in Pakistan. I hope OCHA will remain 
committed to pl'ovide its much needed services in Pakistan. 

Finally, your personal and early engagement to contribute to the establishment of my 
Office by seconding one of your staff, Ms. Cmmen van Heese, must be updcrlined. Cal'men has 
been a great ass;lt for my work as Special Envoy. She has an extraordinary corrunitment to the 
humanitarian cause which made her a much respected and appreciated colleague among aU, and 
made her a strong representative of my Office accm·dingly. She is also well appreciated by her 
Pakistani counterparts. When we discussed humanitarian challenges at stake, she provided me 
with valuable advice, She hus all the skiDs to ensure good team work. I believe she deserves key 
positions ln OCI-ifA. I would like to suggest to you to kindly consider th]� assessment in he1· 
future career. 

I will be i,:n New York between 12 to 15 September. I am looking forward to exchange
. 

views on Pakistan for the future and personally express my gratitude for all support extended to 
me by OCHA in the past year. 

uf �ngin Soysal 
Special Envoy of the United ations 

Secretary-General for Assistance to Pakistan 

1.:c: Mr. Vijay Narnbiar, Chef de Cabinet, United Nations, New York 
Mr. Lym1 Pa� c:oe, Under-Secretary General for Department of Political Affairs, 
United Nations, New York 
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