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Mr. Secretary-General,
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20 June 1997

On behalf of the Director General of the IAEA, I have the honour to bring to your
attention the attached letter from the Leader of the IAEA Action Team on Iraq and to kindly
request that it be transmitted to the President of the Security Council. The Director General is
presently away from IAEA headquarters and is en route to New York for the Special Session
of the General Assembly.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Berhanykun Adnemicael

Representative of the Director General
to the United Nations

Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
N e w Y o r k
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20 June 1997

Sir,

1 refer to the letter addressed to you from Iraq's Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammed Said
AI Sahaf concerning the inspection earned out in the Za'faraniya area of Baghdad on 18 June
1997 and would advise you that the inspection to which he refers was, on this particular
occasion, co-ordinated and led by the IAEA wiihin the framework of the joint
IAHA/UNSCOM "capable site" inspection programme as previously described in our reports
to the Security Council under paragraph 16 of resolution 1051 (1996).

As minister Al Sahaf s letter correctly indicates, the site in question comprises a number of
separate areas. On arrival at the site lie IAEA Chief Inspector deployed the sub-groups of the
team to their assigned inspection areas and he himself led a small group to the area that was
found to contain a church and two convents. There was no prior intention to inspect religious
establishments - the fact that such establishments were present was only discovered upon the
team's arrival at the site.

On recognising the nature of the buildings the IAEA Chief Inspector agreed that the Iraqi
counterpart should consult with higher authorities to obtain their concurrence with the
inspection team's wish to visit the buildings. This concurrence, which is understood to have
been given by Lt General Amer Al Sa'adi, was received in less than 30 minutes. In. view of
the circumstances the Chief Inspector went alone into the area.

Accompanied by two Iraqi counterparts and as is normal, an Iraqi video recordist, the Chief
Inspector visited two buildings which were explained to him to be corwenls, where he
essentially confined his access to talking along the central corridors, and then visited the
church building where he entered no more than two or three paces beyond the doorway.

His Excellency
Mr. Sergey V. Lavrov
President of the
United Nations Security Council



In all his actions the IAEA Chief Inspector acted with professionalism, courtesy and respect
and received no protest from any of the clerical personnel that he encountered. Indeed, on
leaving the area, his only concern was that he might have caused some minor offence by
politely declining repeated offers of refreshments.

It must be recognised that all inspections of sites containing buildings of cultural sensitivity
involve borderline decisions between the option of making a low-profile visit or, by not
entering, to run the risk of establishing a "no access" precedent. Under these circumstances, I
am sure you will understand that J have no option but to support the decision made by the
IAEA Chief Inspector, in the firm belief that he acted in good faith and without any wish to
cause gratuitous offence to the Government of Iraq or to the religious order occupying the
premises visited.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Garry Dillon
Leader
IAEA Action Team




